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2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

State and Local Government Committee
Room JW216, State Capitol

SB 2338
2/10/2023

Relating to the state poet laureate.

9:05 AM Chair Roers opened the hearing. Present: Chair Roers, Vice Chair Barta, Sen
Cleary, Sen Estenson, Sen J Lee, and Sen Braunberger.

Discussion Topics:
e Nominating board

e Needed structure
e Term limit

Kim Konikow, Director of ND Art Council, testified in support #20038

9:25 AM Chair Roers closed the hearing.

Pam Dever, Committee Clerk



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

State and Local Government Committee
Room JW216, State Capitol

SB 2338
2/10/2023

Relating to the state poet Laureate.

9:32 AM Chair Roers opened committee work. Present: Chair Roers, Vice Chair Barta, Sen
Cleary, Sen Estenson, Sen J Lee, and Sen Braunberger.

Discussion Topics:
e Committee action

Sen Cleary moved a DO PASS.

Sen Barta seconded.

Senators \'4
Senator Kristin Roers
Senator Jeff Barta
Senator Ryan Braunberger
Senator Sean Cleary
Senator Judy Estenson
Senator Judy Lee
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VOTE: YES-6 NO-0 Absent—0 Motion PASSED
Sen Cleary will carry the bill.
9:34 AM Chair Roers adjourned the meeting.

Pam Dever, Committee Clerk



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: s_stcomrep_27_008
February 10, 2023 10:26AM Carrier: Cleary

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2338: State and Local Government Committee (Sen. K. Roers, Chairman)
recommends DO PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB
2338 was placed on the Eleventh order on the calendar. This bill does not affect
workforce development.

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_27_008
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2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Political Subdivisions Committee
Room JW327B, State Capitol

SB 2338
3/2/2023

Relating to the state poet laureate.

9:02 AM Chairman Longmuir opened the hearing. Members present: Chairman Longmuir,
Vice Chairman Fegley, Rep. Hatlestad, Rep. Heilman, Rep. Holle, Rep. Jonas, Rep.
Klemin, Rep. Motschenbacher, Rep. Ostlie, Rep. Rios, Rep. Toman, Rep. Warrey, Rep.
Davis, and Rep. Hager.

Discussion Topics:
e Term limits.
NDCA funds.
Honorary post.
Lack of process system.
Committee structure.

Senator Krebsbach: Introduced the bill. No written testimony.
Kim Konikow: Executive Director of the Arts, NDCA: Testimony #21293
Hearing closed at 9:44 AM.

Delores Shimek, Committee Clerk



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Political Subdivisions Committee
Room JW327B, State Capitol

SB 2338
3/2/2023

Relating to the state poet laureate.

1:14 PM Chairman Longmuir opened the meeting. Members present: Chairman Longmuir,
Vice Chairman Fegley, Rep. Hatlestad, Rep. Heilman, Rep. Holle, Rep. Jonas, Rep.
Klemin, Rep. Motschenbacher, Rep. Rios, Rep. Toman, Rep. Warrey, Rep. Davis, and
Rep. Hager. Absent: Rep. Ostlie

Discussion Topics:
¢ Committee action.
e Reimbursement language.
¢ North Dakota resident.

Chairman Longmuir set up a subcommittee: Rep. Kleim, Rep. Mostenbacher, Rep. Hagar
Meeting closed at 1:20 PM.

Delores Shimek, Committee Clerk



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Political Subdivisions Committee
Room JW327B, State Capitol

SB 2338
3/3/2023
Subcommittee

Relating to the state poet laureate.

9:38 AM Rep. Klemin, Chairman, opened the subcommittee meeting. Members present:
Rep. Klemin, Chairman; Rep. Mostenbacher and Rep. Hager.

Discussion Topics:
e Date revision.
e Amendment.
o Effective date.
e Proof of ND residency.

Rep. Motschenbacher: Introduced the proposed amendment. Testimony #21937

Rep. Hager: Voiced concern and suggested Legislative Management makes the appoints
instead of the Majority Lead.

Rep. Motschenbacher moved amendment 23.0380.02001.
Seconded by Rep. Hager.

Representatives Vote
Representative LaurieBeth Hager Y
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin Y
Representative Mike Motschenbacher Y

Roll call vote: 3 Yes 0O No 0 Absent. Motion Carried.
Meeting closed at 9:49 AM

Delores Shimek, Committee Clerk



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Political Subdivisions Committee
Room JW327B, State Capitol

SB 2338
3/3/2023

Relating to the state poet laureate.

2:40 PM Chairman Longmuir opened the meeting. Members present: Chairman Longmuir,
Vice Chairman Fegley, Rep. Hatlestad, Rep. Heilman, Rep. Holle, Rep. Jonas, Rep.
Klemin, Rep. Motschenbacher, Rep. Rios, Rep. Toman, Rep. Warrey, Rep. Davis, and
Rep. Hager. Absent: Rep. Ostlie, Rep. Davis.

Discussion Topics:
e Subcommitee report.
e Amendment
e Committee action.

Rep. Klemin reported the subcommittee report. Testimony #21937

Rep. Klemin moved the amendment 23.0380.02001.
Seconded by Rep. Motschenbacher

(1]

Representatives \"
Representative Donald W. Longmuir
Representative Clayton Fegley
Representative Jayme Davis
Representative LaurieBeth Hager
Representative Patrick Hatlestad
Representative Matt Heilman
Representative Dawson Holle
Representative Jim Jonas
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin
Representative Mike Motschenbacher
Representative Mitch Ostlie
Representative Nico Rios
Representative Nathan Toman
Representative Jonathan Warrey

Roll call vote: 12 Yes 0 No 2 Absent
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House Political Subdivisions Committee
SB 2338

March 3, 2023

Page 2

Rep. Klemin moved a Do Pass as Amended;
Seconded by Rep. Warrey

Representatives \"
Representative Donald W. Longmuir
Representative Clayton Fegley
Representative Jayme Davis
Representative LaurieBeth Hager
Representative Patrick Hatlestad
Representative Matt Heilman
Representative Dawson Holle
Representative Jim Jonas
Representative Lawrence R. Klemin
Representative Mike Motschenbacher
Representative Mitch Ostlie
Representative Nico Rios
Representative Nathan Toman
Representative Jonathan Warrey

Roll call vote: 12 Yes 0 No 2 Absent Motion carried.
Carrier: Rep. Klemin

(1]
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The meeting closed at 2:47 PM.

Delores Shimek, Committee Clerk



1%
23.0380.02001 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for Y/J A
Title.03000 Representative Klemin P
March 3, 2023 97 O
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2338
Page 1, line 7, replace "June" with "April"
Page 1, line 7, remove "select one”

Page 1, line 8, replace "individual to serve as the poet laureate for the following biennium" with
"recommend three individuals as finalists"

Page 1, line 18, remove "By April first of each odd-numbered year. the nominating board shall
recommend three"

Page 1, remove line 19
Page 1, line 20, remove "4."
Page 1, line 23, remove "and"

Page 1, line 24, after "recommendation” insert ", and

d. Proof of North Dakota residency"

Page 1, after line 24, insert:

"4. By June first of each odd-numbered year, the nominating board shall select
one individual to serve as the poet laureate for a two-year term beginning

July first."

Page 2, line 3, remove ",_including"

Page 2, line 4, replace "expenses of up to" with ". Reimbursement may not exceed"

Page 2, line 4, after "event" insert "up to the yearly maximum"

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 23.0380.02001



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_02_138
March 6, 2023 7:32AM Carrier: Klemin
Insert LC: 23.0380.02001 Title: 03000

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2338: Political Subdivisions Committee (Rep. Longmuir, Chairman) recommends
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (12
YEAS, 0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2338 was placed on the Sixth
order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 7, replace "June" with "April"

Page 1, line 7, remove "select one"

Page 1, line 8, replace "individual to serve as the poet laureate for the following biennium"
with "recommend three individuals as finalists"

Page 1, line 18, remove "By April first of each odd-numbered year, the nominating board
shall recommend three"

Page 1, remove line 19
Page 1, line 20, remove "4."
Page 1, line 23, remove "and"
Page 1, line 24, after "recommendation" insert "; and
d. Proof of North Dakota residency”

Page 1, after line 24, insert:

"4. By June first of each odd-numbered year, the nominating board shall

select one individual to serve as the poet laureate for a two-year term
beginning July first."

Page 2, line 3, remove ", including"

Page 2, line 4, replace "expenses of up to" with ". Reimbursement may not exceed"

Page 2, line 4, after "event" insert "up to the yearly maximum"

Renumber accordingly

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_02_138



TESTIMONY

SB 2338



#20038

NORTH

DGkOTO ‘ Council on the Arts

Be Legendary.”
SB 2338 2/7/2023

Chairman Roers and members of the Senate State and Local Government Committee,

Hello, my name is Kim Konikow, and | am Executive Director of North Dakota Council on the Arts
(NDCA). | am here to speak about Senate Bill 2338, introduced by Sen. Krebsbach, Sen.
Burckhard, Rep. Nelson, Sen. Piepkorn, Rep. Roers Jones, and Sen. Vedaa regarding the State Poet
Laureate position.

North Dakota Council on the Arts fully supports SB 2338. Having the next Poet Laureate be named
as Denise Lajimodiere is truly wonderful (SCR 4002). Her stature in the Native community, as a poet
and writer, and as a woman is an important follow-up to the prior Poet Laureate.

As the Agency assigned for the pass through of funds related to the Poet Laureate position, NDCA
requests that a structure be in place to support this position. SB 2338 addresses this.

First and foremost, it is recommended that the Poet Laureate position have a term limit. In keeping
with the majority of other states we recommend two years. This would also align the position with
the State’s Biennial system.

When someone is offered a position, it is important that an outline of responsibilities be clearly
stated. The goal is to help the candidate be successful. It is recommended that the Poet Laureate
conduct four public events per fiscal year in ND. This could be a variety of public presentations or
teaching opportunities that help to elevate poetry throughout the state.

There are funds already associated with this position at $10,000 per biennium. NDCA was designated
as the fiscal passthrough and overseer of fund distribution. We utilize an annual MOU on behalf of
the state. NDCA suggests a request for funds be submitted following participation in the four events
mentioned above. It would also be helpful to receive a program from these events, with a bit of data
on the participants. This valuable information demonstrates outreach to NDCA’s Federal funder, the
National Endowment for the Arts.

How the Poet Laureate is selected could be managed by a diverse committee in spring prior to each
new biennium. A suggestion would be to have a variety of qualified people fill this post, perhaps
those already named as Poet Laureate Associates...they are a highly capable and experienced group!
Denise Lajimodiere has been an ND Associate Poet Laureate for many years.

105 North 4 Street | Bismarck, ND 58501
701.328.7590 | www.arts.nd.gov


https://ndlegis.gov/biography/karen-k-krebsbach
https://ndlegis.gov/biography/randy-a-burckhard
https://ndlegis.gov/biography/randy-a-burckhard
https://ndlegis.gov/biography/jon-o-nelson
https://ndlegis.gov/biography/merrill-piepkorn
https://ndlegis.gov/biography/shannon-roers-jones
https://ndlegis.gov/biography/shawn-vedaa

NORTH

DOkOTO | Council on the Arts

Be Legendary.”

NDCA strongly supports the post of a ND Poet Laureate; poetry uplifts us in so many ways. We would
like to see this position be far-reaching and more available to all ND citizens. NDCA is fully in favor of
SB2338.

Respectfully,
-/\ o / 3571/'1/ &L“"

Some background:
We are one of 50 states and several territories, part of the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies. Of these, 46*
have a Poet Laureate, either by Gubernatorial appointment, or selected by panel through the state humanities or arts
councils; very few are named by a Legislative body. There are a variety of term limits, responsibilities, and payments,
ranging from 2- 6 years {with only three in perpetuity}.

This is an honorary post which promotes reading, writing and an appreciation of poetry. Most of the Poet Laureates
have published a book, have a long history of their writing appearing in publications, and have received recognitions
and honors. They are often involved in State speeches, conventions, inaugural celebrations, and other opportunities
designed to inspire, encourage, and educate. On occasion they are asked to specifically write poetry for a state event.

In North Dakota there has been a named Poet Laureate since 1957, including Corbin A Waldron. Henry R. Martinson
and Lydia O. Jackson were named Associate Poet Laureates. Larry Woiwode was designated the ND Poet Laureate for
life in 1985, and in 1995, SCR 4039 was attached to the appointment for $10,000 per biennium.

Mr. Woiwode passed away last spring, 37 years into his tenure. During 2004-2019 he named 12 Associate Poet
Laureates. They are:

e Jamie Parsley —Fargo

e Rick Watson - Minot

e Dave Solheim - Dickinson, Bismarck

e Shadd Piehl - Minot, Mandan

e Madelyn Camrud — Grand Forks, Fargo

e Rick Watson — Mott, Minot

e Heid Erdrich — MN, Wahpeton

e Louise Erdrich — MN, Wahpeton

e Denise Lajimodiere — Belcourt — currently passed by SCR 4002

e  Warren Sturlaugson - Bismarck

e Mark Vinz— Born ND, Moorhead

e Ron Vossler — Wishek, Grand Forks

e Bonnie Larson Staiger, Bismarck

105 North 4t Street | Bismarck, ND 58501
701.328.7590 | www.arts.nd.gov
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NORTH

DGkOTO ‘ Council on the Arts

Be Legendary.”
SB 2338 2/27/2023

Chairman Longmuir and members of the House Political Subdivisions Committee,

Hello, my name is Kim Konikow, and | am Executive Director of North Dakota Council on the Arts
(NDCA). | am here to speak about Senate Bill 2338, introduced by Sen. Krebsbach, Sen.
Burckhard, Rep. Nelson, Sen. Piepkorn, Rep. Roers Jones, and Sen. Vedaa regarding the State Poet
Laureate position.

North Dakota Council on the Arts fully supports SB 2338. Having the next Poet Laureate be named
as Denise Lajimodiere is truly wonderful (SCR 4002). Her stature in the Native community, as a poet
and writer, and as a woman is an important follow-up to the prior Poet Laureate.

As the Agency designated for the pass through of funds related to the Poet Laureate position, NDCA
requests that a structure be in place to support this position. SB 2338 addresses this.

First and foremost, it is recommended that the Poet Laureate position have a term limit. In keeping
with the majority of other states we recommend two years. This would also align the position with
the State’s Biennial system.

When someone is offered a position, it is important that an outline of responsibilities be clearly
stated. The goal is to help the candidate be successful. It is recommended that the Poet Laureate
conduct four public events per fiscal year in ND. This could be a variety of public presentations or
teaching opportunities that help to elevate poetry throughout the state.

There are funds already associated with this position at $10,000 per biennium. NDCA was designated
as the fiscal passthrough and overseer of fund distribution. We utilize an annual MOU on behalf of
the state. NDCA suggests a request for funds be submitted following participation in each of the four
events mentioned above. It would also be helpful to receive a program from these events, with a bit
of data on the participants. This valuable information demonstrates outreach to NDCA’s Federal
funder, the National Endowment for the Arts.

How the Poet Laureate is selected could be managed by a diverse committee in spring prior to each
new biennium. A suggestion would be to have a variety of qualified people fill this post, perhaps
those already named as Poet Laureate Associates...they are a highly capable and experienced group!
Denise Lajimodiere has been an ND Associate Poet Laureate for many years.

105 North 4 Street | Bismarck, ND 58501
701.328.7590 | www.arts.nd.gov


https://ndlegis.gov/biography/karen-k-krebsbach
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NORTH

DOkOTO | Council on the Arts

Be Legendary.”

NDCA strongly supports the post of a ND Poet Laureate; poetry uplifts us in so many ways. We would
like to see this position be far-reaching and more available to all ND citizens. NDCA is fully in favor of
SB2338.

Respectfully,
By o ef 8 Vo
-/\/W\-/ D. o

Some background:
We are one of 50 states and several territories, part of the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies. Of these, 46*
have a Poet Laureate, either by Gubernatorial appointment, or selected by panel through the state humanities or arts
councils; very few are named by a Legislative body. There are a variety of term limits, responsibilities, and payments,
ranging from 2- 6 years {with only three in perpetuity}.

This is an honorary post which promotes reading, writing and an appreciation of poetry. Most of the Poet Laureates
have published a book, have a long history of their writing appearing in publications, and have received recognitions
and honors. They are often involved in State speeches, conventions, inaugural celebrations, and other opportunities
designed to inspire, encourage, and educate. On occasion they are asked to specifically write poetry for a state event.

In North Dakota there has been a named Poet Laureate since 1957, including Corbin A Waldron. Henry R. Martinson
and Lydia O. Jackson were named Associate Poet Laureates. Larry Woiwode was designated the ND Poet Laureate for
life in 1985, and in 1995, SCR 4039 was attached to the appointment for $10,000 per biennium.

Mr. Woiwode passed away last spring, 37 years into his tenure. During 2004-2019 he named 12 Associate Poet
Laureates. They are:

e Jamie Parsley —Fargo

e Rick Watson - Minot

e Dave Solheim - Dickinson, Bismarck

e Shadd Piehl - Minot, Mandan

e Madelyn Camrud — Grand Forks, Fargo

e Rick Watson — Mott, Minot

e Heid Erdrich — MN, Wahpeton

e Louise Erdrich — MN, Wahpeton

e Denise Lajimodiere — Belcourt — currently passed by SCR 4002

e  Warren Sturlaugson - Bismarck

e Mark Vinz— Born ND, Moorhead

e Ron Vossler — Wishek, Grand Forks

e Bonnie Larson Staiger, Bismarck

105 North 4t Street | Bismarck, ND 58501
701.328.7590 | www.arts.nd.gov



23.0380.02001 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for
Title. Representative Klemin
March 3, 2023
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2338

Page 1, line 7, replace "June" with "April"

Page 1, line 7, remove "select one"

Page 1, line 8, replace "individual to serve as the poet laureate for the following biennium" with

"recommend three individuals as finalists"

Page 1, line 18, remove "By April first of each odd-numbered year. the nominating board shall

recommend three"

Page 1, remove line 19

Page 1, line 20, remove "4."

Page 1, line 23, remove "and"

Page 1, line 24, after "recommendation" insert ";_and

d. Proof of North Dakota residency"

Page 1, after line 24, insert:

"4. By June first of each odd-numbered year, the hominating board shall select

one individual to serve as the poet laureate for a two-year term beginning
July first."

Page 2, line 3, remove ", including"

Page 2, line 4, replace "expenses of up to" with ", Reimbursement may not exceed"

Page 2, line 4, after "event" insert "up to the yearly maximum"

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 23.0380.02001

#21937



23.0380.02001
Sixty-eighth
Legislative Assembly SENATE BILL NO. 2338
of North Dakota
Introduced by
Senators Krebsbach, Burckhard, Piepkorn, Vedaa

Representatives Nelson, Roers Jones

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new section to chapter 54-54 of the North Dakota

Century Code, relating to the state poet laureate.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 54-54 of the North Dakota Century Code is created
and enacted as follows:

Poet Laureate - Nominating Board - Appointment - Term.

1. By dJunreApril first of each odd-numbered year, the nominating board shall seleet-one-

mrecommend three

individuals as finalists.

2. The nominating board consists of:

a. One member of the house of representatives appointed by the majority leader of
the house of representatives:

b. One member of the senate appointed by the majority leader of the senate;

c. One member of the governor's staff appointed by the governor:

d. One member of the North Dakota council on the arts, appointed by the chairman
of the North Dakota council on the arts: and

e. One representative from the department of commerce appointed by the director
of the department of commerce.

—4—DBy May first of each odd-numbered year, each finalist shall submit an application to
the nominating board. The application must include:

a. Aresume;

b.  Five writing samples, one of which must be a recorded presentation:-and
Page No. 1 23.0380.02001
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21

Sixty-eighth
Legislative Assembly

c. Three letters of recommendation: and
d. Proof of North Dakota residency.

4. By June first of each odd-numbered year. the nominating board shall select one

individual to serve as the poet laureate for a two-vear term beginning July first,

5. The poet laureate shall participate in at least four public events around the state each

year. The North Dakota council on the arts shall provide up to five thousand dollars in

reimbursement to the poet laureate each year for events completed—ineliding-
expenses-efup-te. Reimbursement may not exceed one thousand two hundred fifty

dollars for each event up to the vearly maximum,

6. The North Dakota council on the arts shall process payments through the council's

online grants system. To receive payment, the poet laureate shall register in the

council's online grants system and send an electronic mail to the council requesting
payment. The electronic mail must include:

a. The date and time of the presentation:
b. The location of the presentation:;
c. The number of adults and numbers of youth attending the presentation; and

d. If available, a copy of the event program.

7. The poet laureate may not name an individual to serve as an associate poet laureate
or as a substitute poet laureate.
8. If apoet laureate is unable to fulfill the two-year term, the nominating committee shall

select an individual to serve the remainder of the term.

Page No. 2 23.0380.02001



23.0380.02001
Sixty-eighth
Legislative Assembly SENATE BILL NO. 2338
of North Dakota
Introduced by
Senators Krebsbach, Burckhard, Piepkorn, Vedaa

Representatives Nelson, Roers Jones

A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new section to chapter 54-54 of the North Dakota

Century Code, relating to the state poet laureate.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 54-54 of the North Dakota Century Code is created
and enacted as follows:
Poet Laureate - Nominating Board - Appointment - Term.

1. By dJuneApril first of each odd-numbered year. the nominating board shall seleetene-

mrecommend three

individuals as finalists.

2. The nominating board consists of:
a. One member of the house of representatives appointed by the majority leader of
the house of representatives:
One member of the senate appointed by the majority leader of the senate;
c. One member of the governor's staff appointed by the governor:

(=

d. One member of the North Dakota council on the arts. appointed by the chairman
of the North Dakota council on the arts:; and
e. One representative from the department of commerce appointed by the director

of the department of commerce.

——4——By May first of each odd-numbered vear. each finalist shall submit an application to

the nominating board. The application must include:

a. Aresume;

b. Five writing samples, one of which must be a recorded presentation:-ane
Page No. 1 23.0380.02001
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Sixty-eighth
Legislative Assembly

c. Three letters of recommendation: and

d. Proof of North Dakota residency.

4. By June first of each odd-numbered year. the nominating board shall select one
individual to serve as the poet laureate for a two-year term beginning July first.

5. The poet laureate shall participate in at least four public events around the state each
year. The North Dakota council on the arts shall provide up to five thousand dollars in
reimbursement to the poet laureate each year for events completed—ineluding-
expenses-efupte. Reimbursement may not exceed one thousand two hundred fifty

dollars for each event up to the yearly maximum.
6. The North Dakota council on the arts shall process payments through the council's

online grants system. To receive payment, the poet laureate shall register in the

council's online grants system and send an electronic mail to the council requesting

payment. The electronic mail must include:

a. The date and time of the presentation;
b. The location of the presentation:

€. The number of adults and numbers of youth attending the presentation: and

d. If available, a copy of the event program.

7. The poet laureate may not name an individual to serve as an associate poet laureate
or as a substitute poet laureate.

8. If a poet laureate is unable to fulfill the two-year term. the nominating committee shall

select an individual to serve the remainder of the term.

Page No. 2 23.0380.02001
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