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SB 2159



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Human Services Committee
Fort Lincoln Room, State Capitol

SB 2159
2/7/2023

Relating to membership of the children's cabinet.

11:42 AM Madam Chair Lee called the hearing to order. Senators Lee, Cleary, Clemens,
K. Roers, Weston, Hogan are present.

Discussion Topics:
e One member from the house
e One member from the senate

11:42 AM Senator Lee introduced SB 2159 and verbally testified.
Additional Written Testimony:
Joan Heckman, Past Chair of the Children’s Cabinet in favor #19305

11:48 AM Senator Lee closed the hearing.

Patricia Lahr, Committee Clerk



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Human Services Committee
Fort Lincoln Room, State Capitol

SB 2159
2/7/2023

Relating to membership of the children's cabinet.

3:21 PM Madam Chair Lee called the hearing to order. Senators Lee, Clemens, K.
Roers, Weston, Hogan were present. Senator Cleary was absent.

Discussion Topics:
e Gaps
e Expertise

Senator Lee called for discussion.

Senator K. Roers moved DO NOT PASS.
Senator Hogan seconded.

Roll call vote.
Senators Vote
Senator Judy Lee Y
Senator Sean Cleary Y
Senator David A. Clemens Y
Senator Kathy Hogan Y
Senator Kristin Roers Y
Senator Kent Weston Y

Motion passed 6-0-0.

Held vote open from 2/7/2023 for Senator Cleary; Senator Cleary voted Yes in the
afternoon on 2/8/2023.

Senator Hogan will carry SB 2159

3:22 PM Madam Chair Lee closed the meeting.

Patricia Lahr, Committee Clerk



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Human Services Committee
Fort Lincoln Room, State Capitol

SB 2159
2/8/2023

Relating to membership of the children's cabinet.

3:09 PM Madam Chair Lee called the meeting to order. Senators Lee, Clemens,
K. Roers, Weston, Hogan and Cleary are present.

Discussion Topics:
¢ Roll Call Vote - Held open on 2/7/2023

3:09 PM Senator Cleary voted Yes on a DO NOT PASS.

Motion passed 6-0-0

3:10 PM Madam Chair Lee closed the meeting.

Patricia Lahr, Committee Clerk



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: s_stcomrep_18_037
February 8, 2023 4:19PM Carrier: Hogan

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2159: Human Services Committee (Sen. Lee, Chairman) recommends DO NOT
PASS (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2159 was placed on
the Eleventh order on the calendar. This bill does not affect workforce development.
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TESTIMONY

SB 2159



#19305

Senate Human Services Committee-SB 2159
February 7, 2023
Madam Chair Lee and Members of the Senate Human Services Committee:

| am Joan Heckaman from Dickinson ND and | am here to provide some
information at the request of Senator Lee for SB 2159.

| was present before this committee January 4, 2023 when you heard one of your
first bills of the session, SB 2034.

The bill before you today, SB 2159, addresses much of the similar content in SB
2034. Both bills are more descriptive in their manner in which legislators are
selected for membership in the Children’s Cabinet.

This bill removes the specifics for the Speaker of the House and the President Pro
Tempore to serve on the Cabinet. These two individuals are replaced by one
House member and one Senate member, one of whom serves on the education
standing committee and one who serves on the human services standing
committee. While this may actually help the situation in which all 3 of the
legislators who had served on the Cabinet left on December 1, 2022. It may also
not address the situation in which the connection between the legisiative
members and the upcoming legislative session is lost. That happened after the
2022 election and the end of the President Pro Tempore’s term. While a new
Speaker of the House and President Pro Tempore of the Senate were selected,
those 2 individuals may not have any connection to the past work of the Cabinet.
That is what is missing right now. While there are legislators who will serve
because of their positions as Speaker and President Pro Tempore and a legislator
has been appointed to serve as chairperson of the Cabinet, all three are new and
have not had any involvement in the past 2 years work of the Cabinet.

To address this issue SB 2034 was drafted by the Interim Human Services
Committee. That bill passed the Senate and is now in the House for their
consideration. SB 2034 also added the director of DHHS or designee and also
added a reporting requirement so important for accountability of the work of the
Cabinet.



| would invite you, committee, to review SB 2034 and then look at this bill, SB
2159, to see if you can merge them and possibly eliminate one. | am not opposed
to the election of legislators by committee as in this bill, but 2034 has the
provision that one legislator be from an even numbered district and one from an
odd numbered district. That would ensure that one of the members would still
serve on the Cabinet until possibly their next election or given the new law,
complete their 8 years in the legislature.

Thank you for your time, and | will leave this in your capable hands.
Joan Heckaman
Past Chair of the Children’s Cabinet

Joanheck23@hotmail.com

701-302-0355
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