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Executive Budget Comparison to Base Level 
 General Fund  Other Funds Total 
2023-25 Executive Budget $0 $694,918,565 $694,918,565 
2023-25 Base Level 0 409,199,129 409,199,129 
Increase (Decrease) $0 $285,719,436 $285,719,436 

 
Selected Budget Changes Recommended in the Executive Budget 

  General Fund  Other Funds  Total 
1. Adds funding for pushing remote sensors (PRESENS) 

installations 
$0  $1,572,800  $1,572,800 

2. Adds funding for IT unification, including $1,532,980 of one-time 
funding 

$0  $5,615,764  $5,615,764 

3. Adds one-time funding for flood control projects to provide a total 
of $115 million 

$0  $67,000,000  $67,000,000 

4. Adds one-time funding for water supply grants to provide a total 
of $270 million 

$0  $120,400,000  $120,400,000 

5. Adds one-time funding for capital improvements to provide a 
total of $172.4 million 

$0  $77,869,696  $77,869,696 

6. Adds one-time funding for discretionary water projects $0  $5,000,000  $5,000,000 
 
A summary of the executive budget changes to the agency's base level appropriations is attached as an appendix. 
 
A copy of the draft appropriations bill containing the executive budget recommendations is attached as an appendix. 
 

Selected Bill Sections Recommended in the Executive Budget 
Additional income - Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources trust fund available to the Department 
of Water Resources during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Exemption - Water-related projects - Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium appropriation authority 
for grants or water-related projects may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Loan repayment - Appropriation - Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to the 
Department of Water Resources to repay Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply Authority.  This amount 
is not included in the executive budget appropriation. 

Discretionary funding - Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants line item in Section 1 is for providing 
discretionary funds for water projects and capital assets. 

Line item transfers - Section 7 would provide authority for the director of the Department of Water Resources to transfer funding 
between line items. 
 

Continuing Appropriations 
There are no continuing appropriations for this agency. 
 

Deficiency Appropriations 
There are no deficiency appropriations for this agency. 
 

Significant Audit Findings 
The State Auditor reported the Department of Water Resources did not properly account for the sale of land, making their 
expenditures and other financing sources understated by $461,500. 
 

Major Related Legislation 
Senate Bill No. 2036 - Provides for a uniform assessment procedure for all water projects by addressing conflicts and 
redundancies throughout Title 61. 

Senate Bill No. 2037 - Provides for a cost-benefit analysis for assessment projects costing $1 million or more. 
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Historical Appropriations Information 
 

Agency Appropriations and FTE Positions 
 
Agency Funding (Millions) FTE Positions 

  
 

Ongoing Other Funds Appropriations 
 

2015-17 2017-19 2019-21 2021-23  

2023-25 
Executive 

Budget 
Ongoing other funds appropriations $868,935,836 $647,173,475 $867,254,091 $409,199,129 $417,995,724 
Increase (decrease) from previous 
biennium 

N/A ($221,762,361) $220,080,616 ($458,054,962) $8,796,595 

Percentage increase (decrease) from 
previous biennium 

N/A (25.5%) 34.0% (52.8%) 2.1% 

Cumulative percentage increase 
(decrease) from 2015-17 biennium 

N/A (25.5%) (0.2%) (52.9%) (51.9%) 

 
Major Increases (Decreases) in Ongoing Other Funds Appropriations 

2017-19 Biennium  
1. Removed 4 FTE positions and related funding ($753,720) 
2. Increased funding for Bank of North Dakota loan payments relating to State Water Commission 

outstanding bonds refinanced through the Bank during the 2015-17 biennium to provide $7.5 million 
per biennium 

$3,693,997 

3. Adjusted funding for operating expenses and water projects ($225,437,836) 
2019-21 Biennium  

1. Removed 4 FTE unspecified positions and related funding ($693,912) 
2. Added 1 FTE risk mapping position from federal funds $174,126 
3. Adjusted funding available for project carryover to provide a total of $308,333,818 $33,465,921 
4. Adjusted funding for capital assets, which includes state-owned projects, to provide a total of 

$105,938,758 in ongoing funding 
($18,880,684) 

5. Removed funding in the new projects line item, to provide funding for new projects in multiple line 
items 

($169,782,147) 

6. Added funding for water supply projects $128,000,000 
7. Added funding for rural water supply projects $37,200,000 
8. Added funding for the Fargo area flood control project, including the FM Area Diversion Project $66,500,000 
9. Added funding for the Mouse River flood control project $82,500,000 

10. Added funding for other flood control projects $48,000,000 
11. Added funding for general water projects $27,093,776 

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$722.17

$968.15

$615.80
$694.92

$0.00

$200.00

$400.00

$600.00

$800.00

$1,000.00

$1,200.00

2017-19 2019-21 2021-23 2023-25
Executive

Budget
General Fund Other Funds

93.00

90.00 90.00

93.00

88.50
89.00
89.50
90.00
90.50
91.00
91.50
92.00
92.50
93.00
93.50

2017-19 2019-21 2021-23 2023-25
Executive

Budget

-

- -
>---- >-

>---- >-

>---- >-

■ □ 



3 

12. Adjusted funding for operating expenses to include a reduction to ongoing operating expenses 
($14,257,138), and additional funding for Microsoft Office 365 licensing expenses ($68,200) 

($14,188,938) 

2021-23 Biennium   
1. Removed 1 FTE risk mapping position and related federal funds ($183,884) 
2. Added 1 FTE regulatory position and related funding $211,596 
3. Removed funding for carryover projects ($308,333,818) 
4. Reduced funding available for water supply grants ($3,000,000) 
5. Increased funding available for rural water supply grants $22,400,000 
6. Removed funding for Fargo area flood control ($66,500,000) 
7. Removed funding for Mouse River flood control ($82,500,000) 
8. Reduced funding available for general water grants ($12,866,501) 
9. Increased funding for professional services $1,713,735 

10. Removed base level funding for Bank of North Dakota debt payment ($7,236,750) 
2023-25 Biennium (Executive Budget Recommendation)  

1. Adds 3 FTE positions, including 2 FTE natural resources services II positions and 1 FTE engineering 
and planning services IV position 

$703,398 

2. Adds funding for IT unification $4,082,784 
3. Adds funding for PRESENS installations $1,572,800 

 
One-Time Other Funds Appropriations 

 

2015-17 2017-19 2019-21 2021-23  

2023-25 
Executive 

Budget 
One-time other funds appropriations $290,000,000 $75,000,000 $100,900,000 $206,600,000 $276,922,841 

 
Major One-Time Other Funds Appropriations 

2017-19 Biennium  
1. Added funding from a Bank of North Dakota line of credit $75,000,000 

2019-21 Biennium  
1. Added funding from a Bank of North Dakota line of credit $75,000,000 
2. Added funding to pay an outstanding loan from the Bank $25,900,000 

2021-23 Biennium   
1. Added funding from a Bank of North Dakota line of credit for the Northwest Area Water Supply 

Project 
$50,000,000 

2. Added funding from the bond proceeds for the Mouse River flood control project $74,500,000 
3. Added funding from the federal State Fiscal Recovery Fund for water infrastructure projects $75,000,000 

2023-25 Biennium (Executive Budget Recommendation)  
1. Adds funding for IT unification $1,532,980 
2. Increases funding for flood control projects to provide a total of $115 million $67,000,000 
3. Increases funding for water supply grants to provide a total of $270 million  $120,400,000 
4. Increases funding for capital improvements to provide a total of $172.4 million $77,869,696 
5. Adds funding for discretionary water projects $5,000,000 

 
 



Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770
Senate Bill No. 2020
Base Level Funding Changes

FTE
Positions

General
Fund

Other
Funds Total

2023-25 Biennium Base Level 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129

2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes
Base payroll changes $148,098 $148,098
Salary increase 1,404,288 1,404,288
Health insurance increase 449,618 449,618
Adds FTE positions 3.00 703,398 703,398
Adds funding for travel costs for new FTE
     positions

2,000 2,000

Adds a temporary employee for the Northwest
     Area Water Supply Project

170,000 170,000

Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at the
     same level as an FTE position

61,609 61,609

Adds funding for staff training and professional
     development

80,000 80,000

Adds funding for IT unification 4,082,784 4,082,784
Adds funding for PRESENS installations 1,572,800 1,572,800
Adds funding for maintenance of ground water
     modeling and related hydrologic analysis
     software

22,000 22,000

Adds funding from federal funds for RiskMAP 100,000 100,000
Adjusts funding among line items, including an
     increase of $5.9 million in professional fees
     and services, a $1.8 million increase in other
     operating expenses, and a $7.7 million
     decrease in capital assets

0

Adjusts funding for the Northwest Area Water
     Supply (NAWS), including a $5.16 million
     reduction in federal funds and a corresponding
     increase in other funds

0

Transfers $24.6 million from the rural water supply
     grants line item to the water supply grants line
     item

0

Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 $0 $8,796,595 $8,796,595

One-time funding items
Adds one-time funding for new FTE positions
     equipment

$19,320 $19,320

Adds one-time funding for IT unification 1,532,980 1,532,980
Adds one-time funding for increased motor pool
     rates

118,180 118,180

Adds one-time funding for drilling supplies inflation 180,000 180,000
Adds one-time funding for a navigability study 180,000 180,000
Adds one-time funding for airborne
     electromagnetic survey (AEM) data collection

750,000 750,000

Adds one-time funding for ground water modeling
     and related hydrologic analysis software

72,665 72,665

Adds one-time funding for the potential relocation
     of the agency

200,000 200,000

Adds one-time funding for the Bowman radar
     system

1,800,000 1,800,000

Executive Budget Recommendation



Adds one-time funding to replace the drilling rig 1,800,000 1,800,000
Adds one-time funding for flood control projects 67,000,000 67,000,000
Adds one-time funding for water supply grants 120,400,000 120,400,000
Adds one-time funding for capital improvements 77,869,696 77,869,696
Adds one-time funding for discretionary water
     project grants

5,000,000 5,000,000

Total one-time funding changes 0.00 $0 $276,922,841 $276,922,841

Total Changes to Base Level Funding 3.00 $0 $285,719,436 $285,719,436

2023-25 Total Funding 93.00 $0 $694,918,565 $694,918,565
Federal funds included in other funds $36,053,261

Total ongoing changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 2.1% 2.1%
Total changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 69.8% 69.8%

Other Sections in Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770

Additional income

Exemption - Water-related projects

Loan repayment - Appropriation

Discretionary funding

Line item transfers Section 7 would provide authority for the director of the Department
of Water Resources to transfer funding between line items.

Executive Budget Recommendation

Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources
trust fund available to the Department of Water Resources during
the 2023-25 biennium.

Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants
line item in Section 1 is for providing discretionary funds for water
projects and capital assets.

Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay
Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply
Authority. This amount is not included in the executive budget
appropriation.

Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium.



Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 
 

SENATE BILL NO. 2020 
(Governor’s Recommendation) 

 
Introduced by 
 

Appropriations Committee 
 
(At the request of the Governor) 

 
A bill for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the department of water resources; to 
provide for a transfer; and to provide an exemption. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 
 

SECTION 1. APPROPRIATION. The funds provided in this section, or so much of the funds as may be 
necessary, are appropriated from special funds derived from federal funds and other income, to the department 
of water resources for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the department of water resources, for the 
biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025, as follows: 

 
  

Base Level 
Adjustments or 
Enhancements 

 
Appropriation 

Salaries And Wages $   20,537,867 $        3,272,011 $   23,809,878 
Operating Expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068 
Capital Assets 98,467,437 73,928,907 172,396,344 
Project Carryover 0 0 0 
Water Supply - Grants 125,000,000 145,000,000 270,000,000 
Rural Water Supply - Grants 59,600,000 (24,600,000) 35,000,000 
Fargo Area Flood Control (Including the 
Fargo Moorhead Diversion) 0 0 0 
Mouse River Flood Control 0 0 0 
Flood Control Projects (Other Than Fargo 
Area Flood Control Including the Fargo 
Moorhead Diversion) 48,000,000 67,000,000 115,000,000 
General Water - Grants 14,227,275 6,000 14,233,275 
Discretionary Fund for Water Projects                   0      5,000,000   5,000,000 
Total Special Funds $409,199,129 $285,719,436 $694,918,565 
Full-Time Equivalent Positions 90.00 3.00 93.00 

 
SECTION 2. ONE-TIME FUNDING. The following amounts reflect the one-time funding items approved 

by the sixty-seventh legislative assembly for the 2021-23 biennium and the 2023-25 one-time funding items 
included in the grand total appropriation in section 1 of this Act: 
 
One-Time Funding Description 2021-23              2023-25 
Line Of Credit – Bank of North Dakota $ 50,000,000 $                 0 
Basinwide Plan Implementation 1,100,000 0 
Discretionary Fund 6,000,000 5,000,000 
Mouse River Flood Control 74,500,000 0 
Water Infrastructure Projects 75,000,000 265,269,696 
Information Technology Costs 0 1,605,645 
Equipment 0 3,600,000 
Airborne Electromagnetic Survey 0 750,000 
Navigability Study 0 180,000 
Inflationary Increases                   0        298,180 
Total Special Funds $206,600,000 $276,703,521 

 



SECTION 3. ADDITIONAL INCOME - APPROPRIATION. In addition to the amounts included in the 
estimated income line item in section 1 of this Act, any additional amounts in the resources trust fund that become 
available are appropriated to the department of water resources for the purpose of defraying the expenses of that 
agency, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. 

 
SECTION 4. EXEMPTION - GRANTS - APPLICATION - WATER-RELATED PROJECTS - 

CARRYOVER AUTHORITY. Section 54-44.1-11 does not apply to funding for grants or water-related projects 
included in the capital assets, water supply – grants, rural water supply – grants, flood control projects, and 
general water – grants line items in section 1 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws and section 9 of Chapter 
80 of the 2021 Session Laws. Any unspent funds from these appropriations may be continued into the 2023-25 
biennium. Any funds continued may be expended only for the purpose for which it was originally appropriated. 
The department of water resources may seek emergency commission and budget section approval under section 
54-16-04.2 to increase carryover spending authority of funds appropriated in the 2021-23 biennium into the 2023-
25 biennium.   

 
SECTION 5. APPRORPIATION - RESOURCES TRUST FUND - LOAN REPAYMENT. There is 

appropriated out of any moneys in the water project stabilization fund in the state treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $30,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to the department of water 
resources for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the Bank of North Dakota to the western area water 
supply authority.  

 
SECTION 6. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES DISCRETIONARY FUNDING. The 

discretionary fund appropriated to the department of water resources in section 1 of this Act may be used for the 
purpose of providing discretionary funds for water project grants and capital assets, for the biennium beginning 
July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025.  
 

SECTION 7. LINE ITEM TRANSFERS. The director of the department of water resources may transfer 
between the salaries and wages, operating, capital assets, water supply – grants, rural water supply – grants, 
flood control projects and general water – grants line items in Section 1 of this Act when it is cost-effective for 
construction of water projects. The director of the department of water resources shall notify the office of 
management and budget of any transfers made pursuant to this section. 

 
 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Government Operations Division 
Red River Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
1/11/2023 

 
 

To provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the Department of Water 
Resources 

 
 2:34 PM Chairman Bekkedahl called the meeting to order.   
 
               Senators Bekkedahl, Burckhard, Davison,  Dever, Dwyer, Erbele, Krebsbach,  
               Kreun, Mathern, Meyer, Roers, Schaible, Sorvaag, Vedaa,  and Wanzek are  
               present. 

 
 Discussion Topics: 

• Department of Water Resources statutory authorities 
• Mission, vision, and values 
• Scope of managed resources 
• DWR organizational structure 
• Workforce 
• DWR divisional functions and responsibilities 
• NAWS water treatment 
• NAWS project areas 
• Southwest Pipeline Project update 
• SWPP project areas 
• Devils Lake outlets update 
• Pushing Remote Sensors (PRESENS) 
• Airborne Electromagnetic Surveys 
• Cost share policy 
• Resource trust fund  
• Water projects stabilization fund 
• Water development plan inventory 
• 2023-2025 project and purpose financial needs summary 
• Water development plan and dashboard 
• 2023-2025 Executive budget purpose recommendations/summary 
• DWR optional budget requests 
• AT standardization, applications, and security 
• Employee market equity 
• Aquifers’ remaining capacity 
• 5-year strategic plan objectives 
• Effects of siltation 

 
2:34 PM Andrea Travnicek, Department of Water Resources Director, presented SB 2020  
              and testified.  Testimony #12956, #12931, #12872 
 



Senate Appropriations 
SB 2020 
01/11/23 
Page 2  
   
 
3:37 PM Chairman Bekkedahl closed the meeting. 
 
Carol Thompson, Committee Clerk 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
1/19/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
8:30 AM Chairman Sorvaag opened the hearing on SB 2020. 

 
Members present :  Senators Sorvaag, Krebsbach, Rust, Schaible, and Meyer 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Overview of Agency 
• Budget request summary 
• Operating expenses 
• Capital assets 
• Optional requests 
• Purpose funding recommendations 
• Critical water needs 
• Rural water background 
• Water service data 
• Needs for rural water funding 
• Funding sources/funds 
• League of Cities Board of Directors 
• Municipal water 
• Aging water supply infrastructure 
• Irrigation water availability 
• McClusky Canal 
• Watershed planning 
• Significant Interests of the Missouri River 
• Federal regulatory burdens 
• Flood protection and mitigation 

 
 
8:33 AM  Andrea Travnicek, Department of Water Resources, overview of budget request, 
testimony #25726 
 
8:55 AM  Ken Royse, North Dakota Water Coalition, overview of the water coalition, testified 
in favor of, testimony #13959 
 
8:57 AM  Eric Volk, Executive Director ND Rural Water Systems Association, testified in 
favor, testimony # 14417 and #14521 
 
9:21 AM  Matt Gardner, Executive Director North Dakota League of Cities, testified in favor, 
verbally only, power point testimony not submitted 



Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division 
SB 2020 
January 19, 2023 
Page 2  
   
 
9:36 AM  Dani Quissel, Executive Director, North Dakota Irrigation Association, testified in 
favor, verbally only, irrigation power point testimony not submitted 
 
9:44 AM  Kip Kovar, District Engineer, Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, testified in 
favor, testimony # 14308 
 
9:48 AM recess 
 
10:08 AM  Dennis Reep, Board of Director for the ND Water Resource Districts Association, 
testified in favor, testimony # 14259 
 
10:12 AM Kurt Lindsey read testimony for Keith Weston, Executive Director for Red River 
Retention Authority, testimony #14300 and #14301 
 
10:21 AM  Ken Royse, Missouri River Joint Water Board, testified in favor, testimony #14536 
 
10:42 AM  Jim Neubauer, Mandan City Administrator, testified in favor, testimony # 14258  
 
10:44 AM  Bill Robinson, Chairman Lower Heart Water Resources District, testified in favor, 
testimony #14255  
 
10:50 AM Keith Hunke, City of Bismarck City Administrator, testified in favor, testimony 
#14401 
 
 
Additional written testimony: 

• Steven Hansen, North Dakota Irrigation Association, testimony # 14212 
 

 
10:55 am Chairman Sorvaag closed the hearing. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
1/19/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
2:21 PM Chairman Sorvaag opened the hearing on SB 2020. 

 
Members present: Senators Sorvaag, Krebsbach, Rust, Schaible, and Meyer 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Overview of Agency 
• Cheyenne River flooding 
• Mouse River flooding 
• Souris River Basin 
• Rural water work plans 
• Savings for North Dakota 
• Funding requests 
• Southwest Water Authority 
• History, collaboration, operations 
• Expansions requested 
• Strategic improvements 
• Waiting list 
• Appropriations 
• Current budgetary requests 
• Western Area Water Supply Project 
• Garrison Diversion Conservancy projects 
• Lake Agassiz Water Authority 
• Red River Valley Water Supply Project 
• Economic Development 
• Lost opportunities 
• Northwest Area Water Supply 
• Projects and/or pipelines 
• Construction timelines 
• Expansions necessary 
• Ownership of pipeline  
• Compensation of land owners 

 
 

 
2:22 PM  Dave Carlsrud, Mayor of Valley City, testified in favor, verbal only, no written 
testimony  
 



Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division 
SB 2020 
January 19, 2023 
Page 2  
   
 
2:22 PM Gwen Crawford, Valley City Administrator, testified in favor, testimony #14511 
 
2:30 PM  Tom Ross, Mayor of City of Minot, testified in favor, testimony # 14422, #14421, 
and #14420 
 
2:33 PM  David Ashley, Chairman Souris River Joint Board, testified in favor, testimony # 
14422, #14421, and #14420 
 
2:45 PM Tom Ross, Mayor of City of Minot, follow up comments 
 
2:53 PM Jen Murray, Manager/CEO for Southwest Water Authority, testified in favor, 
testimony  # 14419 
 
3:10 PM  Tami Madsen, Executive Director of the Western Area Water Supply Authority, 
testimony in favor, testimony # 14580 
 
3:17 PM   Alan Walter, Board Chairman Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, testified in 
favor, testimony # 14538 and #14539 
 
3:20 PM  Dr Tim Mahoney, Fargo Mayor & Chairman Lake Agassiz Water Authority, testified 
in favor, testimony # 14562 and # 14539  
 
3:24 PM  Brandon Bochenski, Grand Forks Mayor, testified in favor, testimony # 14391 and 
# 14539  
 
3:27 PM  Bernie Dardis, West Fargo Mayor, testified in favor, testimony # 14518 and # 14539 
 
3:32 PM  Merri Meridian, Administrative Officer Garrison Diversion, testified in favor, 
testimony # 14539 
 
3:50 PM  Sindhuja S Pillai--Grinolds, Division Director Water Development Division, testified 
in favor, testimony # 14358 
 
4:09 PM  Fred Richter, Sykeston ND, testified in opposition, testimony #14537  
 
4:19 PM  David Richter, Sykeston ND, testified in opposition, verbal only, no written testimony 
 
 
Additional written testimony: 

• Terri Thiel, Executive Director Dickinson Convention & Visitors Bureau, testimony 
#13805 and #13807 

• Dave Lang, North Dakota Water Users Association, testimony # 14302 
• Harold Gaugler, Southwest Water Authority Board of Directors, testimony # 14312 
• Valley Prosperity Partnership Steering Committee, testimony #14396 

 
 



Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division 
SB 2020 
January 19, 2023 
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• Shannon Full, President/CEO of the Fargo Moorhead West Fargo Chamber of 
Commerce, testimony # 14471 

• Medora Area Planning Leadership Group, testimony #14482 
• Keith Lund, President & CEO of the Grand Forks Region Economic Development 

Corporation, testimony #14499 
• Derrick Braaten, Red River Valley Water Supply Project Landowners, testimony 

#14565 and #14566 
• Derrick Bratten, Braaten Law Firm, testimony # 14567 
• Red River Valley Water Supply Project, testimony # 14633 
• Brandon Bochanski, testimony # 14622 

 
 
4:25 PM Chairman Sorvaag closed the hearing. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
1/23/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
      2:30 PM Chairman Sorvaag  opened the committee work on SB 2020. 
  

Members present :  Senators Sorvaag, Krebsbach, Rust, Schaible, and Meyer 
 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Water resources budgets 
• Resource Trust Fund 
• Buckets/ funding/ intent 
• Funds allocated and expended 

 
 
 
 
2:30 PM  Alex Cronquist, Legislative Council, explained the “green sheets”, testimony # 
21205 
 
2:42 PM  Committee discussion as to how the Division is going to proceed, decisions that 
will have to be made next week 
 
2:50 PM  Committee discussion  
 
2:56 PM  Chris Kadrmas, Department of Water Resources, answered questions from the 
committee, no written testimony  
 
2:58 PM  Alex Cronquist, Legislative Council, provided a listing of the requested projects and 
listing of proposed changes to bill, testimony # 24934  
 
 
3:05 PM Chairman Sorvaag closed the hearing. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 

 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
2/1/2023 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources 

      2:01 PM Chairman Sorvaag opened the hearing on SB 2020. 

Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Krebsbach, Rust, and Meyer 

Members absent: Senator Schaible 

Discussion Topics: 
• Water resources
• Bucket funding

2:03 PM Alex Cronquist, Legislative Council, explained the budget “long sheets”, testimony 
# 25727, #23795 

2:11 PM  Chris Kadrrmas, Department of Water Resources, answered questions from the 
Committee, presented testimony # 18603 and # 18604 

2:27 PM Chairman Sorvaag closed the hearing. 

Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
2/3/2023 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

8:30 AM Chairman Sorvaag opened the hearing on SB 2020. 

Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Krebsbach, Rust, Schaible, and Meyer 

Discussion Topics: 
• Water divisions
• Municipal water projects
• Rural water buckets
• Put-to-use water rights

8:30 AM  Committee discussion 

8:32 AM  Matt Gardner, Executive Director League of Cities, municipal water, provided a 
brief review of prior testimony, answered committee questions, no written testimony 

8:37 AM  Eric Volk, Executive Director Rural Water, provided new data for committee 
questions, written testimony # 19030

8:46 AM  Mary Meridian, Administrative Officer for Garrison Diversion Project, provided 
a brief review of prior testimony, answered questions from committee, testimony # 19034, 
#21162 and #21163.

Additional Testimony: #23793

9:00 AM Chairman Sorvaag closed the hearing. 

Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
2/7/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
      2:38 PM Chairman Sorvaag opened the meeting on SB 2020. 
 

Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Krebsbach, Rust, Schaible, and Meyer 
 

 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• North Dakota water resources 
• State owned water projects 
• Capital assets 
• Northwest area water aupply 
• Southwest pipeline 
• Municipal request 
• Line of credit 

 
2:39 PM  Andrea Travnicek, Director Department of Water Resources, testified in favor, 
testimony # 19622  
 
2:44 PM  Sindhuja S Pillai-Grinolds, Division Director Water Development Division, answered 
questions from committee, no written testimony 
 
2:48 PM  Jen Murray, Manager/CEO Southwest Water Authority, testified in favor, answered 
questions from the committee, no written testimony 
 
2:50 PM  Chris Kadrmas, Director of Administration Department Water Resources, answered 
questions from the committee, no written testimony 
 
2:55 PM  Tami Madsen, Executive Director Western Area Water Supply Authority, testimony 
# 19632 
 
3:00 PM  Keith Hokey, City of Bismarck City Administrator, testimony # 19633 
 
 
3:07 PM Chairman Sorvaag closed the meeting. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
2/14/2023 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

      4:13 PM Chairman Sorvaag opened the meeting on SB 2020. 

Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Krebsbach, Rust, Schaible, and Meyer 

Discussion Topics: 
• Water resources
• Water buckets
• IT unification

4:13 PM  Committee review of the long sheet, testimony # 21264 

4:43 PM  Andrea Travnicek, Director Water Resources, answered questions from the 
committee, no written testimony 

4:48 PM  Chris Bader, Water Resources Department, explained the history and needs of 
the department as to IT, no written testimony 

Additional Testimony: #21039

5:04 PM Chairman Sorvaag closed the meeting. 

Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
2/16/2023 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

      4:58 PM Chairman Sorvaag opened the meeting on SB 2020. 

Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Krebsbach, Rust, Schaible, and Meyer 

Discussion Topics: 
• Water Resources
• Committee discussion

4:49 PM  Alex Cronquist, Legislative Council, explained updated long sheet # 21265 

5:01 PM  Andrea Travnicek, Director Water Resources, answered questions from the 
committee, no written testimony 

5:21 PM  Chris Kadrmas, Water Resources, answered questions from the committee, 
no written testimony 

Additional Testimony: #21038, #23794, #23796

5:28 PM Chairman Sorvaag closed the meeting. 

Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
2/20/2023 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

      7:39 AM Chairman Sorvaag opened the meeting on SB 2020. 

Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Krebsbach, Schaible, and Meyer 
Members absent:  Senator Rust 

Discussion Topics: 
• Water resources
• Water buckets
• Committee Work

7:40 AM  Committee review of amendment LC 23.0274.01002 (#21121, #21150)

7:41 AM  Chris Kadrmas, Director Water Resources, answered questions from the committee 

7:44 AM  Senator Schaible moved to adopt amendment 23.0274.01002. 
Senator Meyer seconded the motion. (Vote held open for absent member) 

Senators Vote 
Senator Ronald Sorvaag Y 
Senator Karen K. Krebsbach Y 
Senator Scott Meyer Y 
Senator David S. Rust Y 
Senator Donald Schaible Y 

Motion passed. 

7:44 AM  Senator Schaible moved DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
Senator Meyer seconded the motion. (Vote held open for absent member) 

Senators Vote 
Senator Ronald Sorvaag Y 
Senator Karen K. Krebsbach Y 
Senator Scott Meyer Y 
Senator David S. Rust Y 
Senator Donald Schaible Y 

Motion passed 5-0-0. 



Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division 
SB 2020 
February 20, 2023 
Page 2  
   
 
 
Senator Sorvaag will carry this bill to the full committee. 
 
 
 
7:46 AM Chairman Sorvaag closed the meeting. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Roughrider Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
2/20/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
     10:13 AM Chairman Bekkedahl opened the meeting on SB 2020. 

    
Members present:  Senators Bekkedahl, Krebsbach, Burckhard, Davison, Dever, Dwyer, 
Erbele, Kreun, Meyer, Roers, Schaible, Sorvaag, Vedaa, Wanzek, Rust, and Mathern.   
 
Discussion Topics: 

• State water resources 
• Trigger tax bill 
• Committee work 

 
10:14 AM  Senator Sorvaag explained the proposed amendment LC 23.0274.01002 
 
10:51 AM  Senator Sorvaag moved to adopt amendment 23.0274.01002. 
Senator Burckhard seconded the motion. 
 

Senators Vote 
Senator Brad Bekkedahl Y 
Senator Karen K. Krebsbach Y 
Senator Randy A. Burckhard Y 
Senator Kyle Davison Y 
Senator Dick Dever Y 
Senator Michael Dwyer Y 
Senator Robert Erbele Y 
Senator Curt Kreun Y 
Senator Tim Mathern Y 
Senator Scott Meyer Y 
Senator Jim P. Roers Y 
Senator David S. Rust Y 
Senator Donald Schaible Y 
Senator Ronald Sorvaag Y 
Senator Shawn Vedaa Y 
Senator Terry M. Wanzek Y 

 
Motion passed 16-0-0. 
 
10:52 AM  Senator Sorvaag moved DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
Senator Schaible seconded the motion. 
 



Senate Appropriations Committee  
SB 2020 
February 20, 2023 
Page 2  
   

Senators Vote 
Senator Brad Bekkedahl Y 
Senator Karen K. Krebsbach Y 
Senator Randy A. Burckhard Y 
Senator Kyle Davison Y 
Senator Dick Dever Y 
Senator Michael Dwyer Y 
Senator Robert Erbele Y 
Senator Curt Kreun Y 
Senator Tim Mathern Y 
Senator Scott Meyer Y 
Senator Jim P. Roers Y 
Senator David S. Rust Y 
Senator Donald Schaible Y 
Senator Ronald Sorvaag Y 
Senator Shawn Vedaa Y 
Senator Terry M. Wanzek Y 

 
Motion passed 16-0-0. 
 
Senator Sorvaag will carry the bill. 
 
 
10:54 AM Chairman Bekkedahl closed the meeting. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 
 



23.0274.01002 
Title .02000 

Fiscal No. 2 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
the Senate Appropriations - Education and 
Environment Division Committee 

February 17, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 1, line 2, after "resources" insert "; to amend and reenact section 61-02-79 of the North 
Dakota Century Code and section 4 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, relating 
to a Bank of North Dakota line of credit and state water commission discretionary 
funding ; to provide legislative intent; to provide an exemption ; and to declare an 
emergency" 

Page 1, line 7, remove "for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30," 

Page 1, line 8, replace "2025" with "for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, 
and ending June 30, 2025" 

Page 1, replace lines 9 through 20 with: 

II 

Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - grants 
Rural water supply - grants 
Flood control projects 
Discretionary funding 
General water - grants 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Total special funds 
Full-time equivalent positions 

Base Level 
$20,537,867 

43,366,550 
98,467,437 

125,000,000 
59,600,000 
48,000,000 

0 
14,227,275 

Q 
$409,199,129 

90.00 

Adjustments or 
Enhancements 

$2,927,459 
16,112,518 

201 ,916,513 
158,000,000 
(19,600,000) 

66,600,000 
1,000,000 

(2,227,275) 
1,000,000 

$425,729,215 
3.00 

Appropriation 
$23,465,326 

59,479,068 
300,383,950 
283,000,000 

40,000,000 
114,600,000 

1,000,000 
12,000,000 

1,000,000 
$834,928,344 

93.00" 

Page 1, line 21 , after "FUNDING" insert "- EFFECT ON BASE BUDGET - REPORT TO 
SIXTY-NINTH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY" 

Page 1, line 22, after "biennium" insert "and the 2023-25 biennium one-time funding items 
included in the appropriation in section 1 of this Act" 

Page 1, remove line 24 

Page 2, replace lines 1 through 5 with: 

"Line of credit - Bank of North Dakota 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 
Equipment for new employees 
Information technology unification 
Increased motor pool rates 
Drilling supplies inflation 
Navigability study 
Airborne electromagnetic survey data collection 
Ground water modeling and hydrologic analysis software 
Potential agency relocation 
Radar system 

Page No. ½ 

$50,000,000 
1,100,000 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

$100,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 

19,320 
1,532,980 

118,180 
180,000 
180,000 
750,000 

72,665 
200,000 

1,800,000 
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Drilling rig replacement 
Northwest area water supply 
Discretionary water project funding 
Mouse River flood control project 
Water infrastructure projects 
Total special funds 

0 
0 

6,000,000 
74,500,000 
75,000,000 

$206,600,000 

1,800,000 
47,847,238 pu 

~ ) --':P ~~ 
Q 

$156,500,383 

The 2023-25 one-time funding amounts are not a part of the entity's base 
budget for the 2025-27 biennium. The department of water resources shall report to the 
appropriations committees of the sixty-ninth legislative assembly on the use of this 
one-time funding for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending 
June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 3. ADDITIONAL INCOME - APPROPRIATION. In addition to the 
amounts included in the estimated income line item in section 1 of this Act, any 
additional amounts in the resources trust fund that become available are appropriated 
to the department of water resources for the purpose of defraying the expenses of that 
agency, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages, for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION FUND 
- LOAN REPAYMENT - ONE-TIME FUNDING ITEM. There is appropriated out of any 
moneys in the water projects stabilization fund in the state treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $30,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to 
the department of water resources for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the 
Bank of North Dakota to the western area water supply authority for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. This funding is 
considered a one-time funding item. 

SECTION 5. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES DISCRETIONARY 
FUNDING. The discretionary funding appropriated to the department of water 
resources in section 1 of this Act may be used as necessary, except for salaries and 
wages, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 
2025. 

SECTION 6. PILOT PROJECT - BASINWIDE WATER PLAN 
IMPLEMENTATION - REPORT TO LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT. Of the $1,000,000 
in the basinwide plan implementation line item in section 1 of this Act, up to $1,000,000 
may be used to provide grants for the pilot project authorized in this section for the 
period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. These 
funds are not subject to state water commission cost-share policies. Water resource 
districts and joint water resource districts in a basin may develop a basinwide water 
plan identifying water conveyance, flood control, and other water projects to be 
undertaken in the basin, and may jointly apply to the state water commission for a 
grant of up to $1,000,000 for implementation of the plan. The state water commission 
may select a basinwide plan submitted under this section for funding and enter into one 
cooperative agreement with the water resource districts and joint water resource 
districts that submitted the plan. The cooperative agreement must include the amount 
of funding the state water commission will provide, a prohibition on using funds granted 
for implementation of the plan for planning or any purpose other than implementation of 
the basinwide plan, and the obligations of the state water commission and each water 
resource district and joint water resource district in implementing the basinwide plan. 
The agreement also must provide for monitoring and oversight of the basinwide plan's 
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implementation. The department of water resources shall report to the legislative 
management on the results of this pilot project no later than August 1, 2024. 

SECTION 7. ESTIMATED INCOME - WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION 
FUND. The total special funds line item in section 1 of this Act includes $120,000,000 
from the water projects stabilization fund for water supply grants for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 61-02-79 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

61-02-79. Bank of North Dakota - Line of credit. 

The Bank of North Dakota shall extend a line of credit not to exceed fiftyone 
hundred million dollars at a rate of one and one half percent over the three month 
London interbanl< offered rate, but may not exceed three percent to the state water 
commissionthe prevailing interest rate charged to North Dakota government entities. 
The state water commissiondepartment of water resources shall repay the line of credit 
from funds available in the resources trust fund , water development trust fund, or other 
funds, as appropriated by the legislative assembly. The state 'Nater 
commissiondepartment of water resources may access the line of credit, as necessary, 
to provide funding as authorized by the legislative assemblyup to fifty million dollars for 
the northwest area water supply project and up to fifty million dollars for the southwest 
pipeline project during the biennium beginning July 1, ™2023, and ending June 30, 
~2025. 

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 4 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws 
is amended and reenacted as follows: 

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - RESOURCES TRUST FUND -
STATE WATER COMMISSION DISCRETIONARY FUNDING. There is 
appropriated out of any moneys in the resources trust fund in the state 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $6,000,000, or so much of 
the sum as may be necessary, to the state water commission for the 
purpose of providing discretionary funds for water project 
grantsdepartment of water resources to be used as necessary except for 
salaries and wages, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021 , and ending 
June 30, 2023. This funding is considered to be a one-time funding item. 

SECTION 10. STATE WATER COMMISSION - RED RIVER WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. Excluding the funding provided for Red 
River water supply projects prior to the 2023-25 biennium, the state water commission 
may not approve state funding for the Red River water supply project in excess of a 
total of $953,000,000 without legislative approval. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth 
legislative assembly that of the $953,000,000, $175,000,000 is provided from the 
resources trust fund for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and 
ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 11. STATE WATER COMMISSION - MOUSE RIVER FLOOD 
CONTROL PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. Excluding the funding 
provided for Mouse River flood control projects prior to the 2023-25 biennium, the state 
water commission may not approve state funding for the Mouse River flood control 
project in excess of a total of $380,500,000 without legislative approval. It is the intent 
of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that of the $380,500,000, $76,100,000 is 
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provided from the resources trust fund for the period beginning with the effective date 
of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 12. SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE 
INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the sixty-ninth 
legislative assembly appropriate $40,000,000 from the resources trust fund for the 
southwest pipeline project for the biennium beginning July 1, 2025, and ending 
June 30, 2027. 

SECTION 13. EXEMPTION - LINE ITEM TRANSFERS. The office of 
management and budget shall transfer up to $13,292,362 between the operating and 
capital assets line items in section 1 of this Act, during the period beginning with the 
effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025, as requested by the director of the 
department of water resources. The director of the department of water resources shall 
notify the legislative council of any transfers made pursuant to this section . 

SECTION 14. EXEMPTION - GRANTS -APPLICATION -WATER-RELATED 
PROJECTS - CARRYOVER AUTHORITY. Section 54-44.1-11 does not apply to 
$405,000,000 for grants or water-related projects included in the capital assets, water 
supply - grants, rural water supply - grants, flood control projects, and general water -
grants line items in section 1 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, sections 5 and 
6 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, section 9 of chapter 80 of the 2021 Session 
Laws, and subdivision 3 of section 1 of chapter 550 of the 2021 Special Session 
Session Laws. Any unexpended obligated and unobligated funds from these 
appropriations may be continued into the 2023-25 biennium. Any funds continued may 
be expended only for the purpose for which it was originally appropriated. The 
department of water resources may seek emergency commission and budget section 
approval under section 54-16-04.2 to increase carryover spending authority of funds 
appropriated in the 2021-23 biennium into the 2023-25 biennium. 

SECTION 15. EMERGENCY. This Act is declared to be an emergency 
measure." 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - Senate Action 

Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - Grants 
Rural water supply - Grants 
Flood control projects 
General water - Grants 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 
Loan repayment 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Base 
Budget 
$20,537,867 

43,366,550 
98,467,437 

125,000,000 
59,600,000 
48,000,000 
14,227,275 

$409,199,129 
409,199,129 

$0 

90.00 

Senate 
Changes 

$2,927,459 
16,112,518 

201 ,916,513 
158,000,000 
(19,600,000} 

66,600,000 
(2,227,275) 

1,000,000 
1,000,000 

30,000,000 

$455,729,215 
455,729,215 

$0 

3.00 

Senate 
Version 
$23,465,326 
59,479,068 

300,383,950 
283,000,000 
40,000,000 

114,600,000 
12,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 

30,000,000 

$864,928,344 
864,928,344 

$0 

93.00 

Page No. 41
7 
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Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of Senate Changes 

Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - Grants 
Rural water supply - Grants 
Flood control projects 
General water - Grants 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 
Loan repayment 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - Grants 
Rural water supply - Grants 
Flood control projects 
General water - Grants 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 
Loan repayment 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Adjusts 
Funding for 
Base Payroll 

Changes1 

$148,098 

$148,098 
148,098 

$0 

0.00 

Adjusts 
Funding for 

Water 
Projectsz 

$205,857,302 
158,000,000 
(19,600,000) 

66,600,000 
(2,233,275) 

1,000,000 
1,000,000 

$410,624,027 
410,624,027 

$0 

0.00 

Adds Funding 
for Other 

Adds Funding Operations 
for Salary and and 

Benefit Adds FTE Compensation 
lncreases2 Positionsl l 

$1,509,354 $703,398 $576,609 
2,000 5,512,584 

$1,509,354 $705,398 $6,089,193 
1,509,354 705,398 6,089,193 

$0 $0 $0 

0.00 3.00 0.00 

Total Senate 
Changes 

$2,927,459 
16,112,518 

201,916,513 
158,000,000 
(19,600,000) 

66,600,000 
(2,227,275) 

1,000,000 
1,000,000 

30,000,000 

$455,729,215 
455,729,215 

$0 

3.00 

~ 
;;--~--'J'7 

Makes Other 
Base Budget Adds One-
Adjustments1 Time Funding1 

($10,000) 
7,744,789 $2,853,145 

(7,740,789) 3,800,000 

6,000 

30,000,000 

$0 $36,653,145 
0 36,653,145 

$0 $0 

0.00 0.00 

1 Funding is adjusted for base payroll changes, including the cost to continue 2021-23 biennium salary increases. 

2 The following funding is added for 2023-25 biennium salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1, 2023, and 4 
percent on July 1, 2024, and increases in health insurance premiums from $1,429 to $1,648 per month : 

Salary increase 
Health insurance increase 
Total 

Federal Funds 
$23,689 

12,102 
$35,791 

Other Funds 
$1,025,704 

447,859 
$1,473,563 

Total 
$1,049,393 

459,961 
$1,509,354 

3 The following FTE positions and funding of $2,000 for related travel expenses are added: 

Natural resources services 
Engineering and planning services 
Total 

FTE 
Positions 

2.00 
1.00 
3.00 

4 Funding for operations and salaries and wages is adjusted as follows: 

Page No. 5/l 

Other 
Funds 

$505,772 
197,626 

$703,398 
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Northwest area water supply temporary salaries 
Temporary employee benefits 
Staff training and development 
Information technology unification 
Pushing remote sensors (PRESENS) installations 
Groundwater modeling and hydrologic analysis software maintenance 
RiskMAP (federal funds) 
Total 

5 Funding is adjusted for other changes as follows: 

Reduces funding for salaries and wages 
Increases funding for operating expenses, 

including $5.9 million for professional fees and 
services 

Reduces funding for capital assets 
Increases funding for general water grants 
Total 

6 One-time funding is added as follows: 

New FTE equipment 
Information technology unification 
Increased motor oool rates 
Drilling supplies inflation 
Navigability study 
Airborne electromagnetic survey data collection 
Ground water modeling and hyrdological analysis 

software 
Agency relocation 
Drilling rig replacement 
Bowman radar system 
Total 

Other Funds 
($10.000) 
7,744,789 

(7,740,789) 
6.000 

$0 

Other Funds 
$19,320 

1,532,980 
118.180 
180,000 
180,000 
750,000 

72,665 

200,000 
1,800,000 
1,800.000 

$6,653,145 

Salaries and Operating 
Wages Exgenses Total 

$170,000 $170,000 
61 ,609 61 ,609 

$80,000 80,000 
4,082,784 4,082,784 

345,000 1,227,800 1,572,800 
22,000 22,000 

100.000 100.000 
$576,609 $5,512,584 $6,089,193 

A section is also added to appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to repay loans issued by 
the Bank of North Dakota for the Western Area Water Supply Authority. 

7 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows : 

Increase funding for capital assets, including $47.8 
million from federal funds for the Northwest Area 
Water Supply Project and $100 million from a line 
of credit 

Increase funding for water supply grants 
Decrease funding for rural water supply grants 
Increase funding for flood control projects 
Decrease funding for general water grants 
Add one-time funding for basinwide plan 

implementation 
Add one-time funding for discretionary water projects 
Total 

This amendment also adds sections to: 

Total Funds 
$205,857,302 

158,000,000 
(19,600,000) 

66,600,000 
(2,233,275) 

1,000,000 

1.000,000 
$410,624,027 

Appropriate any additional funds in the resources trust fund to the Department of Water Resources for 
expenses of the department, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages. 
Appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to repay Bank of North Dakota loans for the 
Western Area Water Supply Authority. 
Provide that the discretionary funds line item may be used as necessary, except for salaries and wages. 

Page No. ½ 23.0274.01002 
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Provide that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan implementation is for a pilot project to provide grants for 
water conveyance, flood control, and other water projects. 
Identify $120 million of the amount appropriated in Section 1 is from the water projects stabilization fund. 
Provide for the Bank to extend a $100 million line of credit to the Department of Water Resources, of which 
$50 million may be used for the Northwest Area Water Supply Project and $50 million may be used for the 
Southwest Pipeline Project. 
Amend 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of Water Resources to use its discretionary funding as 
necessary, except for salaries and wages. 
Provide legislative intent for a total of $953 million for the Red River Water Supply Project, of which 
$175 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Provide legislative intent for a total of $380.5 million for the Mouse River flood control project, of which 
$76.1 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Provide legislative intent that the 69th Legislative Assembly appropriate $40 million for the Southwest Pipeline 
Project. 
Provide authority for the Department of Water Resources to transfer up to $13.3 million between the operating 
expenses and capital assets line items. 
Provide that any unexpended obligated and unobligated 2021-23 biennium appropriation authority for grants or 
water-related projects may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Declare the bill to be an emergency measure. 
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Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: s_stcomrep_33_006
February 20, 2023 3:03PM  Carrier: Sorvaag 

Insert LC: 23.0274.01002 Title: 02000

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB  2020:  Appropriations  Committee  (Sen.  Bekkedahl,  Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (16 
YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2020 was placed on the Sixth 
order on the calendar. This bill does not affect workforce development. 

Page 1, line 2, after "resources" insert "; to amend and reenact section 61-02-79 of the North 
Dakota Century Code and section 4 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, relating 
to a Bank of North Dakota line of credit and state water commission discretionary 
funding; to provide legislative intent; to provide an exemption; and to declare an 
emergency"

Page 1, line 7, remove "for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30,"

Page 1, line 8, replace "2025" with "for the period beginning with the effective date of this 
Act, and ending June 30, 2025"

Page 1, replace lines 9 through 20 with:

" Adjustments or
Base Level Enhancements Appropriation

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $2,927,459 $23,465,326
Operating expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 201,916,513 300,383,950
Water supply - grants 125,000,000 158,000,000 283,000,000
Rural water supply - grants 59,600,000 (19,600,000) 40,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 66,600,000 114,600,000
Discretionary funding 0 1,000,000 1,000,000
General water - grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000
Basinwide plan implementation 0 1,000,000 1,000,000
Total special funds $409,199,129 $425,729,215 $834,928,344
Full-time equivalent positions 90.00 3.00 93.00"

Page 1, line 21, after "FUNDING" insert "- EFFECT ON BASE BUDGET - REPORT TO 
SIXTY-NINTH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY"

Page 1, line 22, after "biennium" insert "and the 2023-25 biennium one-time funding items 
included in the appropriation in section 1 of this Act"

Page 1, remove line 24

Page 2, replace lines 1 through 5 with:

"Line of credit - Bank of North Dakota $50,000,000 $100,000,000
Basinwide plan implementation 1,100,000 1,000,000
Discretionary funding 0 1,000,000
Equipment for new employees 0 19,320
Information technology unification 0 1,532,980
Increased motor pool rates 0 118,180
Drilling supplies inflation 0 180,000
Navigability study 0 180,000
Airborne electromagnetic survey data collection 0 750,000
Ground water modeling and hydrologic analysis software 0 72,665
Potential agency relocation 0 200,000
Radar system 0 1,800,000
Drilling rig replacement 0 1,800,000
Northwest area water supply 0 47,847,238
Discretionary water project funding 6,000,000 0
Mouse River flood control project 74,500,000 0
Water infrastructure projects 75,000,000 0
Total special funds $206,600,000 $156,500,383
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The 2023-25 one-time funding amounts are not a part of the entity's base 
budget for the 2025-27 biennium. The department of water resources shall report to 
the appropriations committees of the sixty-ninth legislative assembly on the use of 
this one-time funding for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and 
ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 3. ADDITIONAL INCOME - APPROPRIATION. In addition to the 
amounts included in the estimated income line item in section 1 of this Act, any 
additional amounts in the resources trust fund that become available are 
appropriated to the department of water resources for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of that agency, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages, for 
the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION 
FUND - LOAN REPAYMENT - ONE-TIME FUNDING ITEM. There is appropriated 
out of any moneys in the water projects stabilization fund in the state treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of $30,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be 
necessary, to the department of water resources for the purpose of repayment of 
loans issued by the Bank of North Dakota to the western area water supply authority 
for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 
This funding is considered a one-time funding item.

SECTION 5. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES DISCRETIONARY 
FUNDING. The discretionary funding appropriated to the department of water 
resources in section 1 of this Act may be used as necessary, except for salaries and 
wages, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending 
June 30, 2025.

SECTION 6. PILOT PROJECT - BASINWIDE WATER PLAN 
IMPLEMENTATION - REPORT TO LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT. Of the 
$1,000,000 in the basinwide plan implementation line item in section 1 of this Act, up 
to $1,000,000 may be used to provide grants for the pilot project authorized in this 
section for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending 
June 30, 2025. These funds are not subject to state water commission cost-share 
policies. Water resource districts and joint water resource districts in a basin may 
develop a basinwide water plan identifying water conveyance, flood control, and 
other water projects to be undertaken in the basin, and may jointly apply to the state 
water commission for a grant of up to $1,000,000 for implementation of the plan. The 
state water commission may select a basinwide plan submitted under this section for 
funding and enter into one cooperative agreement with the water resource districts 
and joint water resource districts that submitted the plan. The cooperative agreement 
must include the amount of funding the state water commission will provide, a 
prohibition on using funds granted for implementation of the plan for planning or any 
purpose other than implementation of the basinwide plan, and the obligations of the 
state water commission and each water resource district and joint water resource 
district in implementing the basinwide plan. The agreement also must provide for 
monitoring and oversight of the basinwide plan's implementation. The department of 
water resources shall report to the legislative management on the results of this pilot 
project no later than August 1, 2024.

SECTION 7. ESTIMATED INCOME - WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION 
FUND. The total special funds line item in section 1 of this Act includes $120,000,000 
from the water projects stabilization fund for water supply grants for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 61-02-79 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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61-02-79. Bank of North Dakota - Line of credit.

The Bank of North Dakota shall extend a line of credit not to exceed fiftyone 
hundred million dollars at a rate of one and one-half percent over the three month 
London interbank offered rate, but may not exceed three percent to the state water 
commissionthe prevailing interest rate charged to North Dakota government entities. 
The state water commissiondepartment of water resources shall repay the line of 
credit from funds available in the resources trust fund, water development trust fund, 
or other funds, as appropriated by the legislative assembly. The state water 
commissiondepartment of water resources may access the line of credit, as 
necessary, to provide funding as authorized by the legislative assemblyup to fifty 
million dollars for the northwest area water supply project and up to fifty million 
dollars for the southwest pipeline project during the biennium beginning July 1, 
20212023, and ending June 30, 20232025.

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 4 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session 
Laws is amended and reenacted as follows:

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - RESOURCES TRUST FUND - 
STATE WATER COMMISSION DISCRETIONARY FUNDING. There is 
appropriated out of any moneys in the resources trust fund in the state 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $6,000,000, or so much 
of the sum as may be necessary, to the state water commission for the 
purpose of providing discretionary funds for water project 
grantsdepartment of water resources to be used as necessary except for 
salaries and wages, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending 
June 30, 2023. This funding is considered to be a one-time funding item.

SECTION 10. STATE WATER COMMISSION - RED RIVER WATER 
SUPPLY PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. Excluding the funding 
provided for Red River water supply projects prior to the 2023-25 biennium, the state 
water commission may not approve state funding for the Red River water supply 
project in excess of a total of $953,000,000 without legislative approval. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that of the $953,000,000, $175,000,000 
is provided from the resources trust fund for the period beginning with the effective 
date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 11. STATE WATER COMMISSION - MOUSE RIVER FLOOD 
CONTROL PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. Excluding the funding 
provided for Mouse River flood control projects prior to the 2023-25 biennium, the 
state water commission may not approve state funding for the Mouse River flood 
control project in excess of a total of $380,500,000 without legislative approval. It is 
the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that of the $380,500,000, 
$76,100,000 is provided from the resources trust fund for the period beginning with 
the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 12. SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT FUNDING - 
LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that 
the sixty-ninth legislative assembly appropriate $40,000,000 from the resources trust 
fund for the southwest pipeline project for the biennium beginning July 1, 2025, and 
ending June 30, 2027.

SECTION 13. EXEMPTION - LINE ITEM TRANSFERS. The office of 
management and budget shall transfer up to $13,292,362 between the operating and 
capital assets line items in section 1 of this Act, during the period beginning with the 
effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025, as requested by the director of 
the department of water resources. The director of the department of water 
resources shall notify the legislative council of any transfers made pursuant to this 
section.
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SECTION 14. EXEMPTION - GRANTS - APPLICATION - 
WATER-RELATED PROJECTS - CARRYOVER AUTHORITY. Section 54-44.1-11 
does not apply to $405,000,000 for grants or water-related projects included in the 
capital assets, water supply - grants, rural water supply - grants, flood control 
projects, and general water - grants line items in section 1 of chapter 20 of the 2021 
Session Laws, sections 5 and 6 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, section 9 of 
chapter 80 of the 2021 Session Laws, and subdivision 3 of section 1 of chapter 550 
of the 2021 Special Session Session Laws. Any unexpended obligated and 
unobligated funds from these appropriations may be continued into the 2023-25 
biennium. Any funds continued may be expended only for the purpose for which it 
was originally appropriated. The department of water resources may seek 
emergency commission and budget section approval under section 54-16-04.2 to 
increase carryover spending authority of funds appropriated in the 2021-23 biennium 
into the 2023-25 biennium.

SECTION 15. EMERGENCY. This Act is declared to be an emergency 
measure."

Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - Senate Action
Base

Budget
Senate

Changes
Senate
Version

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $2,927,459 $23,465,326
Operating expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 201,916,513 300,383,950
Water supply - Grants 125,000,000 158,000,000 283,000,000
Rural water supply - Grants 59,600,000 (19,600,000) 40,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 66,600,000 114,600,000
General water - Grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 1,000,000
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 1,000,000
Loan repayment 30,000,000 30,000,000

Total all funds $409,199,129 $455,729,215 $864,928,344
Less estimated income 409,199,129 455,729,215 864,928,344
General fund $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 3.00 93.00

Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of Senate Changes

Adjusts 
Funding for 
Base Payroll 

Changes1

Adds Funding 
for Salary and 

Benefit 
Increases2

Adds FTE 
Positions3

Adds Funding 
for Other 

Operations 
and 

Compensation
4

Makes Other 
Base Budget 
Adjustments5

Adds One-
Time Funding6

Salaries and wages $148,098 $1,509,354 $703,398 $576,609 ($10,000)
Operating expenses 2,000 5,512,584 7,744,789 $2,853,145
Capital assets (7,740,789) 3,800,000
Water supply - Grants
Rural water supply - Grants
Flood control projects
General water - Grants 6,000
Basinwide plan implementation
Discretionary funding
Loan repayment 30,000,000

Total all funds $148,098 $1,509,354 $705,398 $6,089,193 $0 $36,653,145
Less estimated income 148,098 1,509,354 705,398 6,089,193 0 36,653,145
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Adjusts Funding for Water 
Projects7 Total Senate Changes

Salaries and wages $2,927,459
Operating expenses 16,112,518
Capital assets $205,857,302 201,916,513
Water supply - Grants 158,000,000 158,000,000
Rural water supply - Grants (19,600,000) (19,600,000)
Flood control projects 66,600,000 66,600,000
General water - Grants (2,233,275) (2,227,275)
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 1,000,000
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 1,000,000
Loan repayment 30,000,000

Total all funds $410,624,027 $455,729,215
Less estimated income 410,624,027 455,729,215
General fund $0 $0

FTE 0.00 3.00

1 Funding is adjusted for base payroll changes, including the cost to continue 2021-23 
biennium salary increases.
2 The following funding is added for 2023-25 biennium salary adjustments of 4 percent on 
July 1, 2023, and 4 percent on July 1, 2024, and increases in health insurance premiums 
from $1,429 to $1,648 per month:
 
 Federal Funds Other Funds Total
Salary increase $23,689 $1,025,704 $1,049,393
Health insurance increase 12,102 447,859 459,961
Total $35,791 $1,473,563 $1,509,354

3 The following FTE positions and funding of $2,000 for related travel expenses are added:
 
 

FTE Positions
Other
Funds

Natural resources services 2.00 $505,772
Engineering and planning services 1.00 197,626
Total 3.00 $703,398

4 Funding for operations and salaries and wages is adjusted as follows:
 
 Salaries and 

Wages
Operating 
Expenses Total

Northwest area water supply temporary salaries $170,000 $170,000
Temporary employee benefits 61,609 61,609
Staff training and development $80,000 80,000
Information technology unification 4,082,784 4,082,784
Pushing remote sensors (PRESENS) installations 345,000 1,227,800 1,572,800
Groundwater modeling and hydrologic analysis software maintenance 22,000 22,000
RiskMAP (federal funds)                               100,000 100,000
Total $576,609 $5,512,584 $6,089,193

5 Funding is adjusted for other changes as follows:
 
 

Other Funds
Reduces funding for salaries and wages ($10,000)
Increases funding for operating expenses, including $5.9 

million for professional fees and services
7,744,789

Reduces funding for capital assets (7,740,789)
Increases funding for general water grants 6,000
Total $0

6 One-time funding is added as follows:
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 Other Funds
New FTE equipment $19,320
Information technology unification 1,532,980
Increased motor pool rates 118,180
Drilling supplies inflation 180,000
Navigability study 180,000
Airborne electromagnetic survey data collection 750,000
Ground water modeling and hyrdological analysis 

software
72,665

Agency relocation 200,000
Drilling rig replacement 1,800,000
Bowman radar system 1,800,000
Total $6,653,145

A section is also added to appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to 
repay loans issued by the Bank of North Dakota for the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority.
7 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows:
 
 

Total Funds
Increase funding for capital assets, including $47.8 million 

from federal funds for the Northwest Area Water Supply 
Project and $100 million from a line of credit

$205,857,302

Increase funding for water supply grants 158,000,000
Decrease funding for rural water supply grants (19,600,000)
Increase funding for flood control projects 66,600,000
Decrease funding for general water grants (2,233,275)
Add one-time funding for basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000
Add one-time funding for discretionary water projects 1,000,000
Total $410,624,027

This amendment also adds sections to:
• Appropriate any additional funds in the resources trust fund to the Department of 

Water Resources for expenses of the department, excluding operating expenses 
and salaries and wages.

• Appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to repay Bank of 
North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply Authority.

• Provide that the discretionary funds line item may be used as necessary, except for 
salaries and wages.

• Provide that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan implementation is for a pilot 
project to provide grants for water conveyance, flood control, and other water 
projects.

• Identify $120 million of the amount appropriated in Section 1 is from the water 
projects stabilization fund.

• Provide for the Bank to extend a $100 million line of credit to the Department of 
Water Resources, of which $50 million may be used for the Northwest Area Water 
Supply Project and $50 million may be used for the Southwest Pipeline Project.

• Amend 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of Water Resources to use its 
discretionary funding as necessary, except for salaries and wages.

• Provide legislative intent for a total of $953 million for the Red River Water Supply 
Project, of which $175 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium.

• Provide legislative intent for a total of $380.5 million for the Mouse River flood 
control project, of which $76.1 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium.

• Provide legislative intent that the 69th Legislative Assembly appropriate $40 million 
for the Southwest Pipeline Project.

• Provide authority for the Department of Water Resources to transfer up to $13.3 
million between the operating expenses and capital assets line items.

• Provide that any unexpended obligated and unobligated 2021-23 biennium 
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be continued and 
expended during the 2023-25 biennium.

• Declare the bill to be an emergency measure.
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2023 HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS 

SB 2020 



Prepared for the House Appropriations Committee 
 

March 2, 2023 

Department 770 - Department of Water Resources 
Senate Bill No. 2020 
 
 

First Chamber Comparison to Base Level 
 General Fund  Other Funds Total 
2023-25 First Chamber Version $0 $864,928,344 $864,928,344 
2023-25 Base Level 0 409,199,129 409,199,129 
Increase (Decrease) $0 $455,729,215 $455,729,215 

 
First Chamber Changes 

A summary of the first chamber's changes to the agency's base level appropriations and the executive budget is attached as an 
appendix. 
 

Selected Bill Sections Included in the First Chamber Version 
Additional income - Section 3 appropriates any additional funds available in the resources trust fund to the Department of 
Water Resources for the 2023-25 biennium for expenses of the department, excluding operating expenses and salaries and 
wages. 

Loan repayment - Section 4 appropriates $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to the Department of Water 
Resources to repay Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply (WAWS) Authority. 

Discretionary funding - Section 5 provides that the discretionary water project grants line item in Section 1 may be used as 
necessary, except for salaries and wages. 

Basinwide water plan implementation - Section 6 provides that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan implementation is 
for a pilot project to provide grants for water conveyance, flood control, and other water projects. 

Water projects stabilization fund - Section 7 identifies $120 million of the amount appropriated in Section 1 is from the water 
projects stabilization fund. 

Line of credit - Section 8 provides for the Bank of North Dakota to extend a $100 million line of credit to the Department of 
Water Resources, of which $50 million may be used for the Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) Project and $50 million may 
be used for the Southwest Pipeline Project. 

Prior biennium discretionary funding - Section 9 amends 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of Water Resources 
to use its discretionary funding as necessary, except for salaries and wages. 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project - Section 10 provides legislative intent for a total of $953 million for the Red River 
Valley Water Supply Project, of which $175 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Mouse River flood control project - Section 11 provides legislative intent for a total of $380.5 million for the Mouse River flood 
control project, of which $76.1 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Southwest Pipeline Project - Section 12 provides legislative intent that the 69th Legislative Assembly appropriate $40 million 
for the Southwest Pipeline Project. 

Line item transfers - Section 13 provides authority for the Director of the Department of Water Resources to transfer a sum 
equal to up to $13.3 million between the operating expenses and capital assets line items. 

Water-related projects carryover - Section 14 provides that any unexpended obligated and unobligated 2021-23 biennium 
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Emergency - Section 15 declares the bill to be an emergency measure. 
 

Continuing Appropriations 
There are no continuing appropriations for this agency. 
 

Deficiency Appropriations 
There are no deficiency appropriations for this agency. 
 

Significant Audit Findings 
The State Auditor reported the Department of Water Resources did not properly account for the sale of land, making their 
expenditures and other financing sources understated by $461,500. 
 

Major Related Legislation 
Senate Bill No. 2196 - Provides for a line of credit for the WAWS Project at the prevailing interest rate charged to North Dakota 
governmental entities. 
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Historical Appropriations Information 
 

Agency Appropriations and FTE Positions 
 
Agency Funding (Millions) FTE Positions 

  
 

Ongoing Other Funds Appropriations 
 

2015-17 2017-19 2019-21 2021-23  

2023-25 
Executive 

Budget 
Ongoing other funds appropriations $868,935,836 $647,173,475 $867,254,091 $409,199,129 $417,995,724 
Increase (decrease) from previous 
biennium 

N/A ($221,762,361) $220,080,616 ($458,054,962) $8,796,595 

Percentage increase (decrease) from 
previous biennium 

N/A (25.5%) 34.0% (52.8%) 2.1% 

Cumulative percentage increase 
(decrease) from 2015-17 biennium 

N/A (25.5%) (0.2%) (52.9%) (51.9%) 

 
Major Increases (Decreases) in Ongoing Other Funds Appropriations 

2017-19 Biennium  
1. Removed 4 FTE positions and related funding ($753,720) 
2. Increased funding for Bank of North Dakota loan payments relating to State Water Commission 

outstanding bonds refinanced through the Bank during the 2015-17 biennium to provide $7.5 million 
per biennium 

$3,693,997 

3. Adjusted funding for operating expenses and water projects ($225,437,836) 
2019-21 Biennium  

1. Removed 4 FTE unspecified positions and related funding ($693,912) 
2. Added 1 FTE risk mapping position from federal funds $174,126 
3. Adjusted funding available for project carryover to provide a total of $308,333,818 $33,465,921 
4. Adjusted funding for capital assets, which includes state-owned projects, to provide a total of 

$105,938,758 in ongoing funding 
($18,880,684) 

5. Removed funding in the new projects line item, to provide funding for new projects in multiple line 
items 

($169,782,147) 

6. Added funding for water supply projects $128,000,000 
7. Added funding for rural water supply projects $37,200,000 
8. Added funding for the Fargo area flood control project, including the FM Area Diversion Project $66,500,000 
9. Added funding for the Mouse River flood control project $82,500,000 

10. Added funding for other flood control projects $48,000,000 
11. Added funding for general water projects $27,093,776 

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$722.17

$968.15

$615.80
$694.92

$0.00

$200.00

$400.00
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$800.00
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$1,200.00
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12. Adjusted funding for operating expenses to include a reduction to ongoing operating expenses 
($14,257,138), and additional funding for Microsoft Office 365 licensing expenses ($68,200) 

($14,188,938) 

2021-23 Biennium   
1. Removed 1 FTE risk mapping position and related federal funds ($183,884) 
2. Added 1 FTE regulatory position and related funding $211,596 
3. Removed funding for carryover projects ($308,333,818) 
4. Reduced funding available for water supply grants ($3,000,000) 
5. Increased funding available for rural water supply grants $22,400,000 
6. Removed funding for Fargo area flood control ($66,500,000) 
7. Removed funding for Mouse River flood control ($82,500,000) 
8. Reduced funding available for general water grants ($12,866,501) 
9. Increased funding for professional services $1,713,735 

10. Removed base level funding for Bank of North Dakota debt payment ($7,236,750) 
2023-25 Biennium (Executive Budget Recommendation)  

1. Adds 3 FTE positions, including 2 FTE natural resources services II positions and 1 FTE engineering 
and planning services IV position 

$703,398 

2. Adds funding for IT unification $4,082,784 
3. Adds funding for PRESENS installations $1,572,800 

 
One-Time Other Funds Appropriations 

 

2015-17 2017-19 2019-21 2021-23  

2023-25 
Executive 

Budget 
One-time other funds appropriations $290,000,000 $75,000,000 $100,900,000 $206,600,000 $276,922,841 

 
Major One-Time Other Funds Appropriations 

2017-19 Biennium  
 Added funding from a Bank of North Dakota line of credit $75,000,000 

2019-21 Biennium  
1. Added funding from a Bank of North Dakota line of credit $75,000,000 
2. Added funding to pay an outstanding loan from the Bank $25,900,000 

2021-23 Biennium   
1. Added funding from a Bank of North Dakota line of credit for the NAWS Project $50,000,000 
2. Added funding from the bond proceeds for the Mouse River flood control project $74,500,000 
3. Added funding from the federal State Fiscal Recovery Fund for water infrastructure projects $75,000,000 

2023-25 Biennium (Executive Budget Recommendation)  
1. Adds funding for IT unification $1,532,980 
2. Increases funding for flood control projects to provide a total of $115 million $67,000,000 
3. Increases funding for water supply grants to provide a total of $270 million  $120,400,000 
4. Increases funding for capital improvements to provide a total of $172.4 million $77,869,696 
5. Adds funding for discretionary water projects $5,000,000 

 



Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770
Senate Bill No. 2020
Base Level Funding Changes

FTE
Positions

General
Fund

Other
Funds Total

FTE
Positions

General
Fund

Other
Funds Total

2023-25 Biennium Base Level 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129

2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes
Base payroll changes $148,098 $148,098 $148,098 $148,098
Salary increase 1,404,288 1,404,288 1,049,393 1,049,393
Health insurance increase 449,618 449,618 459,961 459,961
Adds FTE positions 3.00 703,398 703,398 3.00 703,398 703,398
Adds funding for travel costs for new FTE
     positions

2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000

Adds a temporary employee for the NAWS
     Project

170,000 170,000 170,000 170,000

Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at
     the same level as an FTE position

61,609 61,609 61,609 61,609

Adds funding for staff training and professional
     development

80,000 80,000 80,000 80,000

Adds funding for IT unification 4,082,784 4,082,784 4,082,784 4,082,784
Adds funding for PRESENS installations 1,572,800 1,572,800 1,572,800 1,572,800
Adds funding for maintenance of ground water
     modeling and related hydrologic analysis
     software

22,000 22,000 22,000 22,000

Adds funding from federal funds for RiskMAP 100,000 100,000 100,000 100,000
Adjusts funding among line items, including an
     increase of $5.9 million in professional fees
     and services, a $1.8 million increase in other
     operating expenses, and a $7.7 million
     decrease in capital assets

0 0

Adjusts funding for NAWS, including a
     $5.16 million reduction in federal funds and
     a corresponding increase in other funds

0 0

Transfers $24.6 million from the rural water
     supply grants line item to the water supply
     grants line item

0 0

Reduces funding for rural water supply grants 0 (19,600,000) (19,600,000)
Reduces funding for general water grants 0 (2,233,275) (2,233,275)
Adds funding for water supply grants 0 158,000,000 158,000,000
Adds funding for flood control projects 0 66,600,000 66,600,000
Adds funding for capital assets 0 58,010,064 58,010,064
Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 $0 $8,796,595 $8,796,595 3.00 $0 $269,228,832 $269,228,832

One-Time Funding Items
Adds funding for new FTE positions equipment $19,320 $19,320 $19,320 $19,320
Adds funding for IT unification 1,532,980 1,532,980 1,532,980 1,532,980

Executive Budget Recommendation Senate Version



Adds funding for increased motor pool rates 118,180 118,180 118,180 118,180
Adds funding for drilling supplies inflation 180,000 180,000 180,000 180,000
Adds funding for a navigability study 180,000 180,000 180,000 180,000
Adds funding for airborne electromagnetic
     survey data collection

750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000

Adds funding for ground water modeling and
     related hydrologic analysis software

72,665 72,665 72,665 72,665

Adds funding for the potential relocation of
     the agency

200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000

Adds funding for the Bowman radar system 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000
Adds one-time funding to replace the drilling rig 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000
Adds one-time funding for flood control projects 67,000,000 67,000,000 0
Adds one-time funding for water supply grants 120,400,000 120,400,000 0
Adds one-time funding for capital improvements 77,869,696 77,869,696 0
Adds one-time funding for discretionary funds 5,000,000 5,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000
Adds funding for basinwide plan implementation 0 1,000,000 1,000,000
Adds funding from a line of credit 0 100,000,000 100,000,000
Adds federal funds for NAWS 0 47,847,238 47,847,238
Total one-time funding changes 0.00 $0 $276,922,841 $276,922,841 0.00 $0 $156,500,383 $156,500,383

Total Changes to Base Level Funding 3.00 $0 $285,719,436 $285,719,436 3.00 $0 $425,729,215 $425,729,215

2023-25 Total Funding 93.00 $0 $694,918,565 $694,918,565 93.00 $0 $834,928,344 $834,928,344

Federal funds included in other funds $36,053,261 $89,053,261

Total ongoing changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 2.1% 2.1% 3.3% 65.8% 65.8%
Total changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 69.8% 69.8% 3.3% 104.0% 104.0%

Other Sections in Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770

Additional income

Loan repayment - Appropriation

Discretionary funding

Basinwide water plan implementation

Water projects stabilization fund

Line of credit

Executive Budget Recommendation

Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources
trust fund available to the Department of Water Resources during
the 2023-25 biennium.

Section 3 appropriates any additional funds available in the
resources trust fund to the Department of Water Resources for the
2023-25 biennium for expenses of the department, excluding
operating expenses and salaries and wages.

Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants
line item in Section 1 is for providing discretionary funds for water
projects and capital assets.

Section 5 provides that the discretionary water project grants line
item in Section 1 may be used as necessary, except for salaries
and wages.

Section 6 provides that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan
implementation is for a pilot project to provide grants for water
conveyance, flood control, and other water projects.

Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay
Bank of North Dakota loans for the WAWS Authority.

Section 4 appropriates $30 million from the water projects
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay
Bank of North Dakota loans for the WAWS Authority.

Section 7 identifies $120 million of the amount appropriated in
Section 1 is from the water projects stabilization fund.

Senate Version

Section 8 provides for the Bank of North Dakota to extend a
$100 million line of credit to the Department of Water Resources,
of which $50 million may be used for NAWS and $50 million may
be used for the Southwest Pipeline Project.



Other Sections in Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770

Executive Budget Recommendation Senate Version
2021-23 biennium discretionary funding

Red River Valley Water Supply Project

Mouse River flood control

Southwest Pipeline Project

Line item transfers

Exemption - Water-related projects

Emergency

Section 11 provides legislative intent for a total of $380.5 million for
the Mouse River flood control project, of which $76.1 million is
provided during the 2023-25 biennium.

Section 10 provides legislative intent for a total of $953 million for
the Red River Valley Water Supply Project, of which $175 million is
provided during the 2023-25 biennium.

Section 15 declares the bill to be an emergency measure.

Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium.

Section 14 provides that any unexpended obligated and
unobligated 2021-23 biennium appropriation authority for grants or
water-related projects may be continued and expended during the
2023-25 biennium.

Section 7 would provide authority for the Director of the
Department of Water Resources to transfer funding between line
items.

Section 13 provides authority for the Director of the Department of
Water Resources to transfer a sum equal to up to $13.3 million
between the operating expenses and capital assets line items.

Section 12 provides legislative intent that the 69th Legislative
Assembly appropriate $40 million for the Southwest Pipeline
Project.

Section 9 amends 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of
Water Resources to use its discretionary funding as necessary,
except for salaries and wages.



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Brynhild Haugland Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
3/2/2023 

 
Department of Water Resources               

 
1:11 PM Chairman Vigesaa Called the meeting to order and roll call was taken-  
 
 Members present; Chairman Vigesaa, Representative Kempenich, Representative B. 
Anderson, Representative Bellew, Representative Brandenburg, Representative Hanson, 
Representative Kreidt, Representative Martinson, Representative Meier, Representative 
Mock, Representative Monson, Representative Nathe, Representative J. Nelson, 
Representative O'Brien, Representative Pyle, Representative Richter, Representative 
Sanford, Representative Schatz, Representative Schobinger, Representative Strinden, 
Representative G. Stemen and  Representative Swiontek.  
 
Members not Present- Representative Mitskog  

 
Discussion Topics: 

• 5 Year Strategic Plan  
• Devils Lake Outlets Update  
• Water Remote Sensors (Presens) 
• Airborne Electromagnetic Surveys (AEM) 
• Water Projects Stabilization Fund  
• Water development Plan Inventory 
• Project & Purpose Financial Needs Summary  
• Budget Summary  
• IT Standardization 

 
Andrea Travnicek- Director of the ND Department of Water Resources- Gives 
department overview (Testimony #21781, #21782 and #21783) 
 
Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, Director Water Development -Answers committee questions  
 
Chris Kadrmas, Director, Administrative Services- Answers questions for committee. 
 
John Paczkowski, P.E. State Engineer- Answers questions for committee  

 
2:22 PM Chairman Vigesaa Closed the overview meeting for SB 2020 
 
Risa Berube, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
3/9/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
8:00 AM Chairman Nathe started the meeting. 
 

Members present:  Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek,  
Representatives: Martinson, Richter, Sanford, Schatz, Hanson. 
 

Discussion Topics: 
• EAE Program 
• Missouri River Stakeholders 
• Bismarck Water Plant Expansion  
• Department of Water Resources 
• Department of Water Quality 
• Municipal Water Supply Needs 
• 23-25 Water Funding Request 
• Southwest Pipeline Project 
• Transmission Facility Improvements (SWA) 
• Strategic Hydraulic Improvements (SWA) 
• Rural Service Area Expansion (SWA) 
• Southwest Water Treatment Plant (SWA) 
• Western Area Supply Project (WAWS) 
• McKenzie County Water Resource District Growth (WAWS) 
• Biennium Funding Request (WAWS) 
• Rural Water Supply Update 
• Rural/Regional Water on a Statewide Basis 
• Rural Water System Rates 
• Rural Water required for Agriculture, Farmers and Ranchers 
• Lower Heart Water Resource District 
• Flood Protection from Heart River, Dike Request 
• Flood Insurance & Levee System 
• Souris River Joint Board (SRJB) Request for Flood Control 
• SRJB Minot Work Plan 
• SRJB Rural Work Plan 
• Funding Scenarios to Finish Mouse River Plan 
• Eastern North Dakota Alternate Water Supply (ENDAWS) 
• Pipeline from McClusky Canal to Sheyenne River 
• Missouri River Intake and Pumping Station 
• RRVWSP - Drought Resiliency Project 
• RRVWSP Economical Impact Across ND 



House Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
SB 2020 
3-9-2023
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• Garrison Diversion District Work Plan Supporting RRVWSP
• Forecasted Spend Schedules RRVWSP

Ken Royse, Program Manager Missouri River Water Joint Board, testified in favor of SB 2020, 
#22927, #22929, #23483. 

Keith Hunke, City Administrator for the City of Bismarck, testified in favor of SB 2020, #23173. 

Matt Gardner, Executive Director League of Cities, testified in favor of SB 2020 #23209, 
#23210. 

Jennifer Murray, Manager/CEO Southwest Water Authority, testified in favor of SB 2020, 
#23204. 

Tami Madsen, Executive Director of the Western Area Water Supply, spoke in favor of 
SB 2020. #24344

Kelvin Hullet, Chief Business Officer, Bank of ND, answered questions on the WAWS debt. 

Eric Volk, Executive Director, Rural Water Association, testified in favor #24352, #23253. 

Jim Neubauer, Mandan City Administrator, testified in favor of SB 2020, #22778. 

Ryan Jockers, Vice Chairman, Lower Heart WRD, testified in favor of SB 2020, #22778. 

Mayor Tom Ross, City of Minot, testified in favor of SB 2020, #23200, # 23201, #23199. 

Ryan Ackerman, Administrator Souris River Joint Project, spoke in favor of SB 2020. 

Duane Dekrey General manager Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWS), testified 
in favor of SB 2020, #23236, #23235, #23234. 

Bernie Dardis, Mayor of West Fargo, testified in favor of SB 2020, #23132. 

Allan Walter, Chairman Garrison Diversion District, spoke in favor of SB 2020. 

Merri Mooridian Administrative Officer at Garrison, Garrison Diversion District, spoke in favor 
of SB 2020. 

Larry Thomas, City of Washburn, spoke in opposition to SB 2020. 

Additional Written Testimony: 

Randall Binegar, ND citizen, #22207 

Gary Zuroff, Public Works Director, Dickinson, ND, #22693. 
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Brandon Bochenski, Mayor of Grand Forks, #23128. 

Timothy Mahoney, Chair of the Lake Agassiz Water Authority, #23129. 

Shannon Full, President/CEO of the Fargo Moorhead West Fargo Chamber of Commerce, 
#23252. 

Gwen Crawford, Valley City, City Administrator #23279 

11:21 AM Chairman Nathe adjourned the meeting. 

Donna Lynn Knutson, Committee Clerk 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
3/9/2023 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

2:18 PM Chairman Nathe started the meeting. 

Members present:  Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek,  
Representatives: Martinson, Richter, Sanford, Schatz, Hanson. 

Discussion Topics: 

• Water Projects through Water Resource Districts
• (NAWS) Northwest Area Water Supply Project Update
• Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications
• Biota Water Treatment Plant
• Bottineau/ASWUD Pipeline
• Water Conveyance Pilot Project Proposal
• Watershed Funding Program/Plans
• Red River Retention Authority under NRCS
• Park River Joint Water Resource District
• Cass County Joint Water Resource District
• MHA Irrigation
• Water Development Corporation (MHA)
• Infrastructure for Indoor Agriculture (MHA)

Dennis Reep, Water Resource Districts, Water Conveyance, testified in favor of SB 2020, 
#22751. 

Sindhuja Grinolds Director Water Development Division - ND Department of Water, NAWS, 
testified in favor of SB 2020, #23353. 

Dani Quissell, Red River Retention Association, testified in favor of SB 2020, #22684, 
#22685. 

Keith Weston- Executive Director Red River Retention Association – testified in favor of 
SB 2020, #23058. 

Chris Kadrmas, Director of Administration – Department of Water Resources gave 
neutral testimony. #23480

Mark Fox, National Tribal Chairman (Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara) Nation, MHA 
Future Irrigation Association, spoke in favor SB 2020. 
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Alex Cronquist, Legislative Council, gave an analysis of Resources Trust Fund. 

 
Additional written testimony:  
 
Terri Thiel, Executive Director for the Dickinson Convention and Visitors Bureau, #22360, 
#22364. 
 
Delore Zimmerman, Executive Director Valley Prosperity Partnership, #23221. 

 
Keith Lund, President & CEO, Grand Forks Region Economic Development Corporation, 
#23008. 
 
3:37 PM Chairman Nathe closed the meeting. 
 
Donna Lynn Knutson, Committee Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
3/14/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
3:14 PM Chairman Nathe started the meeting. 
 

Members present:  Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek,  
Representatives: Martinson, Richter, Sanford, Schatz, Hanson. 

 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• DWR Budget Summary 
• DWR Operating Expenses 
• DWR Capital Assets  
• DWR IT Standardization 
• Purpose Funding 
• Valley City - Sheyenne River Flood Protection 
• Irrigation Funding 
• Irrigation in ND 
• Water Availability in ND 
• Infrastructure Programs Administered by BND 
• Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund – Legacy Fund 
• Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 
• Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
• State Drinking Water Act 
• DWSRF Priority Ranking System  
• Emergent Water Contaminants 

 
Andrea Travnicek, North Dakota Water Resources, DWR, testified in favor of SB 2020, 
#24506, #24505, #24509. 
 
Chris Kadrmas, Director of Administrative Services Division, answered questions regarding 
SB 2020. 
 
Pat Fridgen, Director of Planning, Department of Water Resources, answered questions 
regarding SB 2020. 
 
Dave Carlsrud Mayor Valley City, spoke in favor of SB 2020. 
 
Gwen Crawford, Valley City Administrator, testified in favor of SB 2020, #23279. 
 
Dani Quissell, Executive Director, North Dakota Irrigation Association, #22684. 
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Kelvin Hullet, Chief Business Development Officer, Bank of North Dakota, testified in favor 
of SB 2020, #25254. 
 
Tami Madsen, Executive Director, WAWS, answered questions regarding SB 2020. 
 
Sharron Fisher, Program Manager of the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund within the 
Department of Environmental Quality, #24741. 

 
Additional written testimony:  
 
Duane DeKrey, General Manager for the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, #24872. 

 
4:56 PM Chairman Nathe closed the meeting. 
 
Donna Lynn Knutson, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
3/15/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
2:50 PM Chairman Nathe- Opened the meeting and roll call was taken-  
 

Members Present:  Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek,  
Representatives: Martinson, Richter, Schatz, Hanson. 
 
Members not Present- Representative Sanford  

 
 
Discussion Topics: 

• Fargo Moorhead Diversion Update  
• I 29 Grade Raise 
• Oxbow Wetland Mitigation 
• Drain 27 Mitigation 
• Drayton Dam Mitigation  
• Financial Overview  
• Awards received in 2022  

 
Joe Paulsen, Executive Director – Fargo Moorhead Metro Area Flood Diversion 
Project- Gives committee update on project, #26502. 
 
Committee discussion  

 
3:18 PM Chairman Nathe- Closed the meeting for SB 2020. 
 
Donna Lynn Knutson, Committee Clerk by Risa Berube  
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

 
SB 2020 

3/29/2023 
 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
9:00 AM Chairman Nathe started the meeting. 
 

Members present:  Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek,  
Representatives: Martinson, Richter, Sanford, Schatz, Hanson. 

 
Discussion Topics: 

• Resources Trust Fund 
• Oil and Gas Tax Revenue 
• Renewable Energy Development Fund 
• Water Commission Fund 
• Water Projects Stabilization Fund 
• Salaries and Wages 
• Operating Expenses 
• Capital Assets 
• Water Supply Grants 
• 2023 – 2025 Purpose Funding 
• Water Supply Across Regions 
• Flood Control Projects 
• Pipeline Project 
• Silver Jackets Program 
• Northwestern Water Supply Project 
• Bureau of Reclamation 
• NAWS 
• Cyber Security  
• Maximum Appropriations of Water 
• Protecting Water Resources 

 
 
Vice Chairman Swiontek, reopened the discussion on SB 2020, budget No. 770 #, #26987, 
#26986. 
 
Chris Kadrmas, Director of Administration of Water Resources, answered questions 
regarding SB 2020. 
 
Andrea Travnicek, North Dakota Water Resources, DWR answered questions regarding SB 2020. 
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Pat Fridgen Director of Planning Division, Department of Water Resources, answered questions 
regarding SB 2020. 
 
Chris Bader, Water Appropriation Division Director, answered questions regarding SB 2020. 
 
9:48 AM Chairman Nathe closed the meeting. 
 
Donna Lynn Knutson, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
4/6/2023 

 
A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
3:12 PM Chairman Nathe started the meeting. 
 

Members present:  Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek,  
Representatives: Martinson, Richter, Sanford, Schatz, Hanson. 

 
Discussion Topics: 

 
• FTE’s 
• Refinancing Bank of ND Loan 
• Discretionary Funds 
• Project Stabilization Fund 
• Red River Water Supply 
• Southwest Pipeline 
• Unexpended or Unobligated Funds 
• Water Buckets 
• WAWS Water Bucket 
• Bismarck Bucket 
• Medora Bucket 
• Sovereign Lands 
• Mouse River Flood Control 
• Valley City Flood Control 
• Mandan Flood Control 
• Basinwide Plan 

 
Vice Chairman Swiontek, reopened the discussion on SB 2020, budget No. 770, #26987, 
previously sited on 3/29/2023. 
 
Vice Chairman Swiontek presented five amendments: (1) Section X. Transfer – Water Project 
Stabilization Fund, (2) Section X. Legislative Intent – State Water Commission – City of 
Bismarck Water Utility Projects, (3) Section X. Sovereign Lands Recreation Use Grant, (4) 
Section X. Appropriation – Resources Trust Fund – Parks and Recreation Department – 
Sovereign Lands Recreation Use Grant, and (5) amendment 23.0274.02004, #27360. 
 
Chairman Nathe presented Section 3. Amendment, Section 61-03-21.4 of the North Dakota 
Century Code amended Economic analysis process required for certain projects, #27361. 
 
Vice Chairman Swiontek moved  amendments previously listed above. 
 
Representative Martinson seconded. 
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Roll Call Vote: 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

 
Motion carried 7-0-0. 

 
Vice Chairman Swiontek moved a do pass as amended. 
 
Representative Martinson seconded. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

 
Motion carried 7-0-0.  
 
Vice Chairman Swiontek will carry SB 2020. 
 

3:40 PM Chairman Nathe closed the meeting. 
 
Donna Lynn Knutson, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
4/13/2023 

 
A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
11:06 AM Chairman Nathe started the meeting. 
 

Members present:  Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek,  
Representatives: Martinson, Richter, Sanford, Schatz, Hanson. 

 
Discussion Topics: 

 
• Bismarck Water Treatment Plant 
• Medora Water Supply 
• Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 
• Missouri River Educate, Advocate, and Engage Program 
• Intake of Water Alternate Uses 
• Oil Monies to Fund Water 
• Rural Water 
• Water Supply Bucket 

 
Vice Chairman Swiontek, reopened the discussion SB 2020. 
 
Vice Chairman Swiontek presented amendment 23.0274.02014, #27533. 
 
Representative Martinson moved 23.0274.02014. 
 
Representative Sanford seconded. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

 
Motion carried 7-0-0. 

 
Vice Chairman Swiontek presented amendment 23.0274.02015, #27534. 
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Vice Chairman Swiontek moved 23.0274.02015. 
 
Representative Martinson seconded. 
 
Roll Call Vote:   
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

 
Motion carried 7-0-0. 
 
Vice Chairman Swiontek presented and moved amendment 23.0274.02016, #27535. 
 
Representative Schatz seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson N 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

 
Motion carried 6-1-0. 
 
Vice Chairman Swiontek presented and moved amendment 23.0274.02018, #27537. 
 
Representative Martinson seconded. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

 
Representatives Vote 

Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
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Representative Mike Schatz Y 

 
Motion carried 7-0-0. 

 
Vice Chairman Swiontek presented and moved amendment 23.0274.02017, #27536. 

 
Representative Martinson seconded. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

 
Motion carried 7-0-0. 

 
Vice Chairman Swiontek presented and moved amendment 23.0274.02023, #27538. 
 
Representative Martinson seconded. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

 
Motion carried 7-0-0. 

 
Vice Chairman Swiontek presented and moved 23.0274.02022, #27539. 
 
Representative Sanford seconded. 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
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Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

 
    Motion carried 7-0-0.  

 
Vice Chairman Swiontek will carry SB 2020. 
 
Vice Chairman Swiontek passed out a sheet on the revisions to SB 2020, #27540. 
 

11:29 AM Chairman Nathe closed the meeting. 
 
Donna Lynn Knutson, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
4/17/2023 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

11:04 AM Chairman Nathe started the meeting. 

Members present:  Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek,  
Representatives: Martinson, Richter, Sanford, Schatz, Hanson. 

Discussion Topics: 

• Committee Action

Vice Chairman Swiontek reopened the discussion on SB 2020. 

Vice Chairman Swiontek moved to reconsider amendment 23.0274.02022, #27539, 
previously sited on 4/13/2023. 

Representative Martinson seconded. 

Voice Vote. 

Motion carried. 

Vice Chairman Swiontek moved to remove 23.0274.02022 from SB 2020, #27539, previously 
sited on 4/13/2023. 

Representative Martinson seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

Motion carried 7-0-0. 

Vice Chairman Swiontek moved amendment 23.0274.02025, #27618. 
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Representative Martinson seconded. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

Motion carried 7-0-0. 

Chris Kadrmas, Director of Administration – Department of Water Resources answered 
questions regarding SB 2020. 

Vice Chairman Swiontek moved the amendment 23.0274.02024, #27616. 

Representative Martinson seconded the motion. 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 

Motion carried 7-0-0. 

Vice Chairman Swiontek moved a do pass as amended on SB 2020. 

Representative Martinson seconded the motion. 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz Y 
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Motion Carried 7-0-0. 

Vice Chairman Swiontek will carry SB 2020. 

11:15 AM Chairman Nathe closed the meeting. 

Donna Lynn Knutson, Committee Clerk 



2023 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations Committee 
Brynhild Haugland Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
4/18/2023 

 
Department of Water Resources               

 
10:48 AM Chairman Vigesaa Called the meeting to order and roll call was taken-  
 
Members Present; Chairman Vigesaa, B. Anderson, Brandenburg, Hanson, Kreidt, 
Martinson, Mitskog, Meier, Mock, Monson, Nathe, J. Nelson, O'Brien, Pyle, Richter, 
Sanford, Schobinger, Strinden, G. Stemen and Swiontek.  
 
Members not Present- Representatives Bellew, Kempenich, and Schatz  

 
Discussion Topics: 
 

• Amendment  
• Committee Action  

 
Representative Swiontek- Gives the statement of purpose and explains amendment 
23.0274.02026 (Testimony #27665) and explains his handout (Testimony #27664)  
 
Representative Swiontek- Move to adopt amendment 23.0274.02026 
 
Representative Nathe Seconds the motion.  
 

     Committee Discussion- Roll call vote 
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Don Vigesaa Y 
Representative Keith Kempenich A 
Representative Bert Anderson Y 
Representative Larry Bellew A 
Representative Mike Brandenburg Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Gary Kreidt Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative Lisa Meier Y 
Representative Alisa Mitskog Y 
Representative Corey Mock Y 
Representative David Monson Y 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Jon O. Nelson Y 
Representative Emily O'Brien Y 
Representative Brandy Pyle Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
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Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz A 
Representative Randy A. Schobinger Y 
Representative Greg Stemen Y 
Representative Michelle Strinden Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 

 
Motion Carries 20-0-3  
 
Representative Swiontek- Move for a Do Pass as Amended  
 
Representative Nathe Seconds the Motion 
 
Committee Discussion- Roll call vote  
 

Representatives Vote 
Representative Don Vigesaa Y 
Representative Keith Kempenich A 
Representative Bert Anderson Y 
Representative Larry Bellew A 
Representative Mike Brandenburg Y 
Representative Karla Rose Hanson Y 
Representative Gary Kreidt Y 
Representative Bob Martinson Y 
Representative Lisa Meier Y 
Representative Alisa Mitskog Y 
Representative Corey Mock Y 
Representative David Monson Y 
Representative Mike Nathe Y 
Representative Jon O. Nelson Y 
Representative Emily O'Brien Y 
Representative Brandy Pyle Y 
Representative David Richter Y 
Representative Mark Sanford Y 
Representative Mike Schatz A 
Representative Randy A. Schobinger Y 
Representative Greg Stemen Y 
Representative Michelle Strinden Y 
Representative Steve Swiontek Y 
 
Motion Carries 20-0-3 Representative Swiontek will carry the bill.  

 
11:22 AM Chairman Vigesaa Closed the meeting for SB 2020 
 
Risa Berube, Committee Clerk 



23.027 4.02026 
Title.03000 

Fiscal No. 2 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
the House Appropriations - Education and 
Environment Division Committee 

April 17, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

In lieu of the amendments adopted as printed on pages 2080-2085 of the House Journal, 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 2020 is amended as follows: 

Page 1, line 2, after the semicolon insert "to provide an appropriation to the parks and 
recreation department;" 

Page 1, line 2, replace "section" with "sections 61-02-01 .3," 

Page 1, line 2, after "61-02-79" insert", and 61-03-21.4" 

Page 1, line 4, after "credit" insert", water project economic analyses requirements ," 

Page 1, line 4, after the first semicolon insert "to provide for a transfer; to provide for a report;" 

Page 1, replace lines 14 through 24 with: 

"Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - grants 
Rural water supply - grants 
Flood control projects 
Discretionary funding 
General water - grants 
Total special funds 
Full-time equivalent positions 

Page 2, replace lines 7 and 8 with: 

"Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 

Page 2, replace line 23 with: 

"Total special funds 

$20,537,867 
43,366,550 
98,467,437 

125,000,000 
59,600,000 
48,000,000 

0 
14,227,275 

$409,199,129 
90.00 

$1,656,382 
16,112,518 

177,316,513 
191 ,200,000 
(7,600,000) 
67,700,000 

9,000,000 
(2,227,275) 

$453,158,138 
3.00 

1,100,000 
0 

$206,600,000 

$22, 194,249 
59,479,068 

275,783,950 
316,200,000 

52,000,000 
115,700,000 

9,000,000 
12,000,000 

$862,357,267 
93.00" 

0 
9,000,000" 

$163,500,383" 

Page 2, line 31 , remove "defraying the expenses of that agency, excluding operating" 

Page 3, line 1, replace "expenses and salaries and wages" with "providing water supply grants 
and rural water supply grants" 

Page 3, line 2 after the period insert: "Any additional amounts must be allocated equally 
between water supply grants and rural water supply grants." 

Page 3, replace lines 3 through 9 with: 

"SECTION 4. TRANSFER - WATER PROJECT STABILIZATION FUND TO 
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The office of management 
and budget shall transfer $30,000,000 from the water project stabilization fund to the 
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water infrastructure revolving loan fund established under section 6-09-49.2, during the 
period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 5. TRANSFER - BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA PROFITS - WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The Bank of North Dakota shall 
transfer $100,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, from its current 
earnings and accumulated profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund during 
the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. The moneys must be 
transferred as requested by the director of the department of water resources, after 
consultation with the Bank of North Dakota, to provide local cost-share loans for 
projects approved by the state water commission pursuant to section 6-09-49.2. 

SECTION 6. APPROPRIATION - PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT -
SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANTS - ONE-TIME FUNDING. There is 
appropriated from special funds derived from a grant from the state water commission, 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $3,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be 
necessary, to the parks and recreation department for the purpose of providing grants 
for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state, for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. An eligible 
grant recipient must identify $1 of matching funds for each $1 awarded pursuant to this 
section. This funding is considered to be a one-time funding item. 

SECTION 7. SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANT. The water 
supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act includes $3,000,000 from the resources 
trust fund which the state water commission shall provide as a grant to the parks and 
recreation department for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the 
state, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 
2025." 

Page 3, remove lines 14 through 30 

Page 4, remove lines 1 and 2 

Page 4, line 4, replace "$120,000,000" with "$123,380,315" 

Page 4, after line 6, insert: 

"SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 61-02-01.3 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

61-02-01.3. Comprehensive water development plan . 

.1. Biennially, the commission shall develop and maintain a comprehensive 
water development plan organized on a river basin perspective, including 
an inventory of future water projects for budgeting and planning purposes. 

2. As part of the commission's planning process, to facilitate local project 
sponsor participation and project prioritization and to assist in education 
regarding life cycle analyses for municipal water supply projects, and 
economic analyses for flood control and water conveyance projects only 
for those expected to cost more than one millionfive hundred thousand 
dollars, the commission shall develop a policy that outlinespolicies and 
procedures for commissioner-hosted meetings within the upper Missouri 
River, lower Missouri River, James River, upper Red River, lower Red 
River, Mouse River, Devils Lake, Little Missouri River, upper Heart River, 
and upper Cannonball River drainage basins." 
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Page 4, after line 19, insert: 

"SECTION 12. AMENDMENT. Section 61-03-21.4 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

61-03-21.4. Economic analysis process required for certain projects. 

The department of water resources shall develop an economic analysis process 
for water conveyance projects and flood-related projects expected to cost more than 
one millionfive hundred thousand dollars, and a life cycle analysis process for 
municipal water supply projects. When the state water commission is considering 
whether to fund a water conveyance project, flood-related project, or water supply 
project, the department of water resources shall review the economic analysis or life 
cycle analysis, and inform the state water commission of the findings from the analysis 
and review." 

Page 5, line 4, replace "$175,000,000" with "$180,000,000" 

Page 5, line 15, after "project" insert "water treatment plant" 

Page 5, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 17. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - STATE WATER COMMISSION - CITY 
OF BISMARCK WATER TREATMENT PLANT. Excluding the funding provided for the 
city of Bismarck water treatment plant prior to the 2023-25 biennium, it is the intent of 
the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that up to $50,000,000 of funding appropriated in 
the water supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act be made available during the 
2023-25 biennium for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant. 

SECTION 18. LEGISLATIVE INTENT-CITY OF MEDORA WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the city of Medora 
request funding from the state water commission for water storage, water main 
replacement, and water supply expansion projects after all agreements for the 
construction of the Theodore Roosevelt presidential library have been finalized 
between the library, the library foundation, the city of Medora, and Billings County. 

SECTION 19. MISSOURI RIVER EDUCATE, ADVOCATE, AND ENGAGE 
PROGRAM - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative 
assembly that: 

1. Support be provided for the Missouri River educate, advocate, and engage 
effort conducted by the Missouri River joint water resource board; 

2. The effort is needed to secure the state's rights to Missouri River water; 
and 

3. The state water commission and the department of water resources work 
in cooperation with the Missouri River joint water resource board to provide 
financial and technical assistance as the commission deems appropriate. 

SECTION 20. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES - GARRISON 
DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT - LEGISLATIVE INTENT - REPORT. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water resources, in 
coordination with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, research and identify 
options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn. The 
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department of water resources shall report its findings and recommendations to the 
legislative management by October 1, 2024." 

Page 5, line 18, after "operating" insert "expenses" 

Page 5, line 24, replace "$405,000,000" with "$367,000,000" 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Summary of House Action 

Base Senate House 
Budget Version Changes 

Parks and Recreation 
Department 
Total all funds $0 $0 $3,000,000 
Less estimated income 0 0 3,000,000 
General fund $0 $0 $0 

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 

State Water Commission 
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 

($2,571,077) 
(2 571,077 

General fund $0 $0 $0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 

Bill total 
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $428,923 
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 428,923 
General fund $0 $0 $0 

House 
Version 

$3,000,000 
3,000,000 

$0 

0,00 

$862,357,267 
862,357,267 

$0 

93.00 

$865,357,267 
865,357,267 

$0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 93.00 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Parks and Recreation Department - House Action 

0,00 

Sovereign lands recreation use 
grants 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Base 
Budget 

so 
0 

$0 

0.00 

Senate 
Version 

$0 
0 

$0 

0.00 

House 
Changes 

$3,000,000 

$3,000,000 
3,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

House 
Version 
$3,000,000 

$3,000,000 
3,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

Department 750 - Parks and Recreation Department - Detail of House Changes 

Adds Funding 
for Recreation 

Use Grants1 

Sovereign lands recreation use $3,000,000 
grants 

Total all funds $3,000,000 
Less estimated income 3,000,000 
General fund $0 

FTE 0.00 

Total House 
Changes 

$3,000,000 

$3,000,000 
3,000 000 

$0 

0.00 

1 One-time funding of $3 million from a grant received from the State Water Commission is added for the Parks and 
Recreation Department to provide grants for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. The 
appropriated amount includes $800,000 for the Mandan parks and recreation department and $750,000 for the 
Northern Plains Heritage Foundation for the port of Bismarck. Grant recipients must provide $1 of matching funds for 
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each $1 of grant funds received under this program. 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - House Action 

Base Senate House 
Budget Version Changes 

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,465,326 
Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 

($1,271,077) 

Capilal assets 98,467,437 300,383,950 (24,600,000) 
Water supply - Grants 125,000,000 283,000,000 33,200,000 
Rural water supply - Grants 59,600,000 40,000,000 12,000,000 
Flood control projects 48,000,000 114,600,000 1,100,000 
General water • Grants 14,227,275 12,000,000 
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 (1,000,000) 
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 8,000,000 
Loan repayment 30,000,000 (30,000,000 

Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 

($2,571,077) 
/2,571,077 

General fund $0 $0 $0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 

House 
Version 
$22,194,249 
59,479,068 

275,783,950 
316,200,000 

52,000,000 
115,700,000 
12,000,000 

9,000,000 

$862,357,267 
862,357,267 

$0 

93.00 

Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of House Changes 

Adjusts 
Funding for Removes Adjusts 
Salary and Salary Funding for 

Benefit Funding for Water Total House 
lncreases1 Funding Pool1 Projects1 Changes 

Salaries and wages $344,552 ($1,615,629) 
Operating expenses 

($1,271,077) 

Capital assets ($24,600,000) 
Water supply • Grants 33,200,000 

(24,600,000) 
33,200,000 

Rural water supply - Grants 12,000,000 12,000,000 
Flood control projects 1,100,000 1,100,000 
General water - Grants 
Basinwide plan implementation (1,000,000) 
Discretionary funding 8,000,000 

(1,000,000) 
8,000,000 

Loan repayment {30,000,000) (30,000,000' 

Total all funds $344,552 ($1,615,629) ($1,300,000) ($2,571,077) 
Less estimated income 344,552 (1,615,629) (1 ,300,000) (2,571,077' 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

1 Salaries and wages funding is adjusted to provide for 2023-25 biennium salary increases of 6 percent on July 1, 
2023, and 4 percent on July 1, 2024, and for adjustments to health insurance premium rates as follows: 

Salary increase 
Health insurance adjustment 
Total 

Other 
Funds 

$354,895 
(10,343) 

$344,552 

The Senate provided salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1. 2023, and July 1, 2024. 

2 Funding for new FTE positions and estimated savings from vacant FTE positions is removed as shown below. 
These amounts are available to the agency if needed by submitting a request to the Office of Management and 
Budget for a transfer from the new and vacant FTE funding pool. 

New FTE positions 
Vacant FTE positions 
Total 

3 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows: 

Other 
Funds 

($703,398) 
(912,231) 

($1,615,629) 

Page No. 5 23.0274.02026 



Reduce funding for capital assets 
Increase funding for water supply grants 
Increase funding for rural water supply 

grants 
Increase funding for flood control projects 
Remove one-time funding for basinwide 

plan implementation 
Remove one-time funding for Western 

Area Water Supply Authority loan 
repayment 

Increase one-time funding for 
discretionary water projects 

Total 

This amendment also: 

Total 
Funds 

($24,600,000) 
33,200,000 
12,000,000 

1,100,000 
(1,000,000) 

(30,000,000) 

8.000,000 

($1 ,300,000) 

Removes a section added by the Senate identifying $30 million from the water projects stabi lization fund to 
repay loans issued to the Western Area Water Supply Authority. 
Transfers $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund. 
Transfers $100 million from Bank of North Dakota profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund. 
Designates $3 million for a grant to the Parks and Recreation Department for developing recreation 
opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. 
Removes a section providing for a basinwide plan implementation pilot project. 
Increases funding appropriated for water supply grants from the water projects stabilization fund from 
$120 million to $123.4 million. 
Amends North Dakota Century Code Sections 61 -02-01 .3 and 61-03-21.4 to require economic analyses for 
water projects in excess of $500,000. 
Provides legislative intent for $50 million to be granted for a City of Bismarck water treatment plant project. 
Provides legislative intent for the City of Medora to request funding from the State Water Commission after all 
agreements for the construction of the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library have been finalized between 
the library. library foundation, City of Medora, and Billings County. 
Provides legislative intent expressing support for the Missouri River educate, advocate, and engage program. 
Provides legislative intent for the Department of Water Resources to research and identify options for the use 
of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn. 
Reduces the amount of appropriation authority the Department of Water Resources may continue into the next 
biennium by $38 million, to provide total carryover authority of $367 million. 
Designates the use of excess revenue in the resources trust fund. 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB  2020,  as  engrossed:  Appropriations  Committee  (Rep.  Vigesaa,  Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends 
DO PASS (20 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 3 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed SB 2020 
was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

In lieu of the amendments adopted as printed on pages 2080-2085 of the House Journal, 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 2020 is amended as follows:

Page 1, line 2, after the semicolon insert "to provide an appropriation to the parks and 
recreation department;"

Page 1, line 2, replace "section" with "sections 61-02-01.3,"

Page 1, line 2, after "61-02-79" insert ", and 61-03-21.4"

Page 1, line 4, after "credit" insert ", water project economic analyses requirements,"

Page 1, line 4, after the first semicolon insert "to provide for a transfer; to provide for a 
report;"

Page 1, replace lines 14 through 24 with:

"Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $1,656,382 $22,194,249
Operating expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 177,316,513 275,783,950
Water supply - grants 125,000,000 191,200,000 316,200,000
Rural water supply - grants 59,600,000 (7,600,000) 52,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 67,700,000 115,700,000
Discretionary funding 0 9,000,000 9,000,000
General water - grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000
Total special funds $409,199,129 $453,158,138 $862,357,267
Full-time equivalent positions 90.00 3.00 93.00"

Page 2, replace lines 7 and 8 with:

"Basinwide plan implementation 1,100,000 0
Discretionary funding 0 9,000,000"

Page 2, replace line 23 with:

"Total special funds $206,600,000 $163,500,383"

Page 2, line 31, remove "defraying the expenses of that agency, excluding operating"

Page 3, line 1, replace "expenses and salaries and wages" with "providing water supply 
grants and rural water supply grants"

Page 3, line 2 after the period insert: "Any additional amounts must be allocated equally 
between water supply grants and rural water supply grants."

Page 3, replace lines 3 through 9 with:

"SECTION 4. TRANSFER - WATER PROJECT STABILIZATION FUND TO 
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The office of management 
and budget shall transfer $30,000,000 from the water project stabilization fund to the 
water infrastructure revolving loan fund established under section 6-09-49.2, during 
the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 5. TRANSFER - BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA PROFITS - WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The Bank of North Dakota shall 
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transfer $100,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, from its current 
earnings and accumulated profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund 
during the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. The moneys 
must be transferred as requested by the director of the department of water 
resources, after consultation with the Bank of North Dakota, to provide local cost-
share loans for projects approved by the state water commission pursuant to section 
6-09-49.2.

SECTION 6. APPROPRIATION - PARKS AND RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT - SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANTS - ONE-TIME 
FUNDING. There is appropriated from special funds derived from a grant from the 
state water commission, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $3,000,000, or so 
much of the sum as may be necessary, to the parks and recreation department for 
the purpose of providing grants for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign 
lands in the state, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and 
ending June 30, 2025. An eligible grant recipient must identify $1 of matching funds 
for each $1 awarded pursuant to this section. This funding is considered to be a one-
time funding item.

SECTION 7. SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANT. The water 
supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act includes $3,000,000 from the 
resources trust fund which the state water commission shall provide as a grant to the 
parks and recreation department for developing recreation opportunities on 
sovereign lands in the state, for the period beginning with the effective date of this 
Act, and ending June 30, 2025."

Page 3, remove lines 14 through 30

Page 4, remove lines 1 and 2

Page 4, line 4, replace "$120,000,000" with "$123,380,315"

Page 4, after line 6, insert:

"SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 61-02-01.3 of the North Dakota 
Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

61-02-01.3. Comprehensive water development plan.

1. Biennially, the commission shall develop and maintain a comprehensive 
water development plan organized on a river basin perspective, including 
an inventory of future water projects for budgeting and planning 
purposes. 

2. As part of the commission's planning process, to facilitate local project 
sponsor participation and project prioritization and to assist in education 
regarding life cycle analyses for municipal water supply projects, and 
economic analyses for flood control and water conveyance projects only 
for those expected to cost more than one millionfive hundred thousand 
dollars, the commission shall develop a policy that outlinespolicies and 
procedures for commissioner-hosted meetings within the upper Missouri 
River, lower Missouri River, James River, upper Red River, lower Red 
River, Mouse River, Devils Lake, Little Missouri River, upper Heart River, 
and upper Cannonball River drainage basins."

Page 4, after line 19, insert:

"SECTION 12. AMENDMENT. Section 61-03-21.4 of the North Dakota 
Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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61-03-21.4. Economic analysis process required for certain projects.

The department of water resources shall develop an economic analysis 
process for water conveyance projects and flood-related projects expected to cost 
more than one millionfive hundred thousand dollars, and a life cycle analysis process 
for municipal water supply projects. When the state water commission is considering 
whether to fund a water conveyance project, flood-related project, or water supply 
project, the department of water resources shall review the economic analysis or life 
cycle analysis, and inform the state water commission of the findings from the 
analysis and review."

Page 5, line 4, replace "$175,000,000" with "$180,000,000"

Page 5, line 15, after "project" insert "water treatment plant"

Page 5, after line 16, insert:

"SECTION 17. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - STATE WATER COMMISSION - 
CITY OF BISMARCK WATER TREATMENT PLANT. Excluding the funding provided 
for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant prior to the 2023-25 biennium, it is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that up to $50,000,000 of funding 
appropriated in the water supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act be made 
available during the 2023-25 biennium for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant.

SECTION 18. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - CITY OF MEDORA WATER 
SUPPLY PROJECT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the 
city of Medora request funding from the state water commission for water storage, 
water main replacement, and water supply expansion projects after all agreements 
for the construction of the Theodore Roosevelt presidential library have been 
finalized between the library, the library foundation, the city of Medora, and Billings 
County.

SECTION 19. MISSOURI RIVER EDUCATE, ADVOCATE, AND ENGAGE 
PROGRAM - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative 
assembly that:

1. Support be provided for the Missouri River educate, advocate, and 
engage effort conducted by the Missouri River joint water resource 
board;

2. The effort is needed to secure the state's rights to Missouri River water; 
and

3. The state water commission and the department of water resources work 
in cooperation with the Missouri River joint water resource board to 
provide financial and technical assistance as the commission deems 
appropriate.

SECTION 20. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES - GARRISON 
DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT - LEGISLATIVE INTENT - REPORT. It is 
the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water 
resources, in coordination with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, 
research and identify options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed 
near Washburn. The department of water resources shall report its findings and 
recommendations to the legislative management by October 1, 2024."

Page 5, line 18, after "operating" insert "expenses"

Page 5, line 24, replace "$405,000,000" with "$367,000,000" 

Renumber accordingly

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 3 h_stcomrep_68_002



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_68_002
April 20, 2023 4:30PM  Carrier: Swiontek 

Insert LC: 23.0274.02026 Title: 03000

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Summary of House Action
Base

Budget
Senate
Version

House
Changes

House
Version

Parks and Recreation Department
Total all funds $0 $0 $3,000,000 $3,000,000
Less estimated income 0 0 3,000,000 3,000,000
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

State Water Commission
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 ($2,571,077) $862,357,267
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 (2,571,077) 862,357,267
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00

Bill total
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $428,923 $865,357,267
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 428,923 865,357,267
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Parks and Recreation Department - House Action
Base

Budget
Senate
Version

House
Changes

House
Version

Sovereign lands recreation use grants $3,000,000 $3,000,000

Total all funds $0 $0 $3,000,000 $3,000,000
Less estimated income 0 0 3,000,000 3,000,000
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Department 750 - Parks and Recreation Department - Detail of House Changes
Adds Funding for Recreation 

Use Grants1 Total House Changes
Sovereign lands recreation use grants $3,000,000 $3,000,000

Total all funds $3,000,000 $3,000,000
Less estimated income 3,000,000 3,000,000
General fund $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00

1 One-time funding of $3 million from a grant received from the State Water Commission is 
added for the Parks and Recreation Department to provide grants for developing recreation 
opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. The appropriated amount includes $800,000 
for the Mandan parks and recreation department and $750,000 for the Northern Plains 
Heritage Foundation for the port of Bismarck. Grant recipients must provide $1 of matching 
funds for each $1 of grant funds received under this program.
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Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - House Action
Base

Budget
Senate
Version

House
Changes

House
Version

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,465,326 ($1,271,077) $22,194,249
Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 300,383,950 (24,600,000) 275,783,950
Water supply - Grants 125,000,000 283,000,000 33,200,000 316,200,000
Rural water supply - Grants 59,600,000 40,000,000 12,000,000 52,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 114,600,000 1,100,000 115,700,000
General water - Grants 14,227,275 12,000,000 12,000,000
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 (1,000,000)
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 8,000,000 9,000,000
Loan repayment 30,000,000 (30,000,000)

Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 ($2,571,077) $862,357,267
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 (2,571,077) 862,357,267
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00

Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of House Changes
Adjusts Funding for 
Salary and Benefit 

Increases1

Removes Salary 
Funding for Funding 

Pool2
Adjusts Funding for 

Water Projects3
Total House 

Changes
Salaries and wages $344,552 ($1,615,629) ($1,271,077)
Operating expenses
Capital assets ($24,600,000) (24,600,000)
Water supply - Grants 33,200,000 33,200,000
Rural water supply - Grants 12,000,000 12,000,000
Flood control projects 1,100,000 1,100,000
General water - Grants
Basinwide plan implementation (1,000,000) (1,000,000)
Discretionary funding 8,000,000 8,000,000
Loan repayment (30,000,000) (30,000,000)

Total all funds $344,552 ($1,615,629) ($1,300,000) ($2,571,077)
Less estimated income 344,552 (1,615,629) (1,300,000) (2,571,077)
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

1 Salaries and wages funding is adjusted to provide for 2023-25 biennium salary increases of 
6 percent on July 1, 2023, and 4 percent on July 1, 2024, and for adjustments to health 
insurance premium rates as follows:
 
 Other

Funds
Salary increase $354,895
Health insurance adjustment (10,343)
Total $344,552

The Senate provided salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1, 2023, and July 1, 2024.
2 Funding for new FTE positions and estimated savings from vacant FTE positions is 
removed as shown below. These amounts are available to the agency if needed by 
submitting a request to the Office of Management and Budget for a transfer from the new 
and vacant FTE funding pool.
 
 Other 

Funds
New FTE positions ($703,398)
Vacant FTE positions (912,231)
Total ($1,615,629)

3 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows:
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 Total
Funds

Reduce funding for capital assets ($24,600,000)
Increase funding for water supply grants 33,200,000
Increase funding for rural water supply grants 12,000,000
Increase funding for flood control projects 1,100,000
Remove one-time funding for basinwide plan 

implementation
(1,000,000)

Remove one-time funding for Western Area 
Water Supply Authority loan repayment

(30,000,000)

Increase one-time funding for discretionary 
water projects

8,000,000

Total ($1,300,000)

This amendment also:
• Removes a section added by the Senate identifying $30 million from the water 

projects stabilization fund to repay loans issued to the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority.

• Transfers $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to the water 
infrastructure revolving loan fund.

• Transfers $100 million from Bank of North Dakota profits to the water infrastructure 
revolving loan fund.

• Designates $3 million for a grant to the Parks and Recreation Department for 
developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state.

• Removes a section providing for a basinwide plan implementation pilot project.
• Increases funding appropriated for water supply grants from the water projects 

stabilization fund from $120 million to $123.4 million.
• Amends North Dakota Century Code Sections 61-02-01.3 and 61-03-21.4 to require 

economic analyses for water projects in excess of $500,000.
• Provides legislative intent for $50 million to be granted for a City of Bismarck water 

treatment plant project.
• Provides legislative intent for the City of Medora to request funding from the State 

Water Commission after all agreements for the construction of the Theodore 
Roosevelt Presidential Library have been finalized between the library, library 
foundation, City of Medora, and Billings County.

• Provides legislative intent expressing support for the Missouri River educate, 
advocate, and engage program.

• Provides legislative intent for the Department of Water Resources to research and 
identify options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn.

• Reduces the amount of appropriation authority the Department of Water Resources 
may continue into the next biennium by $38 million, to provide total carryover 
authority of $367 million.

• Designates the use of excess revenue in the resources trust fund.
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SB 2020 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
4/25/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
10:30 AM Chairman Senator Sorvaag opened the conference committee meeting on 
SB1020. 

 
Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Schaible, and Bekkedahl; 
Representatives Swiontek, Martinson, and Richter. 
 
 
Discussion Topics:  

• Water resources 
• Budget changes 
• Long sheet review 
• Funds transfers 
• Oil prices 
• Conference committee Work 

 
 
10:31 AM  Representative Swiontek reviewed the House changes to the bill, long sheet 
testimony # 27873, and # 27874. 
 
10:36 AM  Chris Kadrmas, Division Director Department of Water Resources, answered 
questions from the committee, no written testimony. 
 
 
10:54 AM Chairman Sorvaag closed the meeting. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
4/25/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
4:03 PM Chairman Senator Sorvaag opened the conference committee meeting on 
SB1020. 

 
Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Schaible, and Bekkedahl; 
Representatives Swiontek, Martinson, and Richter. 
 
 
Discussion Topics:  

• Water resources 
• Budget changes 
• Revolving loan fund 
• City of Medora water needs 
• Missouri River educate program 
• Washburn intake report language 
• Oil price fluxuation 
• Conference committee Work 

 
 
4:03 PM  Senator Sorvaag addressed the issues still in disagreement, long sheet testimony 
# 27873. 
 
4:19 PM  Chris Kadrmas, Division Director Department of Water Resources, answered 
questions from the committee, no written testimony. 
 
4:23 PM  Patrick Fridgen, Director Planning and Education Water Resource Division, 
answered questions from the committee, no written testimony. 
  
 
4:30 PM Chairman Sorvaag closed the meeting. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 
 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
4/26/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
11:02 AM Chairman Senator Sorvaag opened the conference committee meeting on 
SB1020. 

 
Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Schaible, and Bekkedahl; 
Representatives Swiontek, Martinson, and Richter. 
 
 
Discussion Topics:  

• Water resources 
• Budget changes 
• Long sheet review 
• Western Area Water System (WAWS) 
• Bismarck treatment project 
• Biennium income proposed amendment 
• Medora water needs 
• Replace intent language 
• Conference committee Work 

 
 
11:02 AM  Senator Sorvaag discussed the status of the committee, long sheet # 27873. 
 
11:13 AM  Representative Swiontek moved to adopt an amendment LC 23.0274.02027, 
testimony # 27918. 
Representative Martinson seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed 6-0-0. 
 
11:14 AM  Recess 
 
11:19 AM  Representative Swiontek provided House reply to the Senate proposal, no written 
testimony. 
 
11:27 AM Chairman Sorvaag closed the meeting. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 
 



     

 Date: 4/26/2023 
 Roll Call Vote #: __1____ 
 

2023 SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE  
ROLL CALL VOTES 

 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2020 

 
   Senate Appropriations Committee – Education and Environment Division 

Action Taken ☐ SENATE accede to House Amendments 
   ☐ SENATE accede to House Amendments and further amend 
   ☐ HOUSE recede from House amendments 

☐ HOUSE recede from House amendments and amend as follows      
 

☐ Unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged and a new 
committee be appointed 

 
LC 23.0274.02027 
 
Motion Made by: Representative Swiontek Seconded by: Representative Martinson 
 

Senators    Yes No  Representatives    Yes No 

Senator Sorvaag    Y   Representative Swiontek    Y  
Senator Schaible    Y   Representative Martinson    Y  
Senator Bekkedahl    Y   Representative Richter    Y  
             
             
Total Senate Vote    3 0  Total Rep. Vote    3 0 

 
 
Vote Count 

 
Yes: 6 

 
No: 6 

 
Absent: 0     

 
 
Senate Carrier  

 
 
House Carrier  

 
LC Number  

 
.  

 
of amendment 

 
Emergency clause added or deleted 
 
Statement of purpose of amendment 

 

 
   LC Number  

 
.  

 
of engrossment 



2023 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol 

SB 2020 
4/27/2023 

 
 

A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the 
department of water resources. 

 
9:13 AM Chairman Senator Sorvaag opened the conference committee meeting on 
SB1020. 

 
Members present:  Senators Sorvaag, Schaible, and Bekkedahl; 
Representatives Swiontek, Martinson, and Richter. 
 
 
Discussion Topics:  

• Water resources 
• Budget changes 
• Long sheet review 
• Emergency language 
• Western Area Water System (WAWS) 
• Discretionary funds 
• Medora water needs 
• Transfer of profits 
• Transfer authority 
• Conference committee Work 

 
 
9:13 AM  Senator Sorvaag began discussion on the status of the committee, long sheet 
testimony # 27873. 
 
9:22 AM  Representative Swiontek moved to recede from House amendments and adopt an 
amendment as discussed, it will be LC 23.0274.02028, testimony # 27941. 
Senator Schaible seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed 6-0-0. 
 
9:23 AM Chairman Sorvaag closed the meeting. 
 
 
Kathleen Hall, Committee Clerk 
 



23.0274.02028 
Title.04000 
Fiscal No. 1 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Conference Committee 

April 27, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1843-1848 of the Senate 
Journal and pages 2173-2178 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate Bill No. 2020 
be amended as follows : 

Page 1, line 2, after the semicolon insert "to provide an appropriation to the parks and 
recreation department;" 

Page 1, line 4, after the first semicolon insert "to provide for a transfer; to provide for a report;" 

Page 1, replace lines 14 through 24 with: 

"Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - grants 
Rural water supply - grants 
Flood control projects 
Discretionary funding 
General water - grants 
Total special funds 
Full-time equivalent positions 

Page 2, replace lines 7 and 8 with: 

"Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 

Page 2, replace line 23 with : 

"Total special funds 

$20,537,867 
43,366,550 
98,467,437 

125,000,000 
59,600,000 
48,000,000 

0 
14,227,275 

$409,199,129 
90.00 

$1,656,382 
16,112,518 

177,316,513 
191,200,000 
(7,600,000) 
67,700,000 

9,000,000 
(2,227,275) 

$453, 158, 138 
3.00 

1,100,000 
0 

$206,600,000 

Page 2, line 28, after "ADDITIONAL" insert "2021-23 BIENNIUM" 

Page 2, line 28, remove "In addition to the amounts" 

Page 2, remove lines 29 through 31 

$22, 194,249 
59,479,068 

275,783,950 
316,200,000 

52,000,000 
115,700,000 

9,000,000 
12,000,000 

$862,357,267 
93.00" 

0 
9,000,000" 

$163,500,383" 

Page 3, replace lines 1 and 2 with "Any revenue deposited in the resources trust fund during 
the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2023, in 
excess of the March 2023 legislative revenue forecast is appropriated to the 
department of water resources for the purpose of providing water supply grants and 
rural water supply grants, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, 
and ending June 30, 2025. Any additional amounts must be allocated equally between 
water supply grants and rural water supply grants." 

Page 3, after line 9, insert: 

"SECTION 5. TRANSFER - BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA PROFITS - WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The Bank of North Dakota shall 
transfer $100,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, from its current 
earnings and accumulated profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund during 
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the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. The moneys must be 
transferred as requested by the director of the department of water resources, after 
consultation with the Bank of North Dakota, to provide local cost-share loans for 
projects approved by the state water commission pursuant to section 6-09-49.2. 

SECTION 6. WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION FUND - TRANSFERS. 
Notwithstanding subsections 1 and 2 of section 57-51.1-07, any oil extraction tax 
revenues deposited in the resources trust fund that exceed the amount included in the 
March 2023 legislative revenue forecast during the period beginning July 1, 2023, and 
ending June 30, 2025, must be transferred at least quarterly by the office of 
management and budget from the resources trust fund to the water projects 
stabilization fund for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending 
June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 7. APPROPRIATION - PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT -
SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANTS - ONE-TIME FUNDING. There is 
appropriated from special funds derived from a grant from the state water commission, 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $2,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be 
necessary, to the parks and recreation department for the purpose of providing grants 
for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state, for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. An eligible 
grant recipient must identify $1 of matching funds for each $1 awarded pursuant to this 
section. This funding is considered to be a one-time funding item. 

SECTION 8. SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANT. The water 
supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act includes $2,000,000 from the resources 
trust fund which the state water commission shall provide as a grant to the parks and 
recreation department for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the 
state, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 
2025." 

Page 3, remove lines 14 through 30 

Page 4, remove lines 1 and 2 

Page 4, line 4, replace "$120,000,000" with "$123,380,315" 

Page 5, line 4, replace "$175,000,000" with "$180,000,000" 

Page 5, line 15, after "project" insert "water treatment plant" 

Page 5, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 16. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - STATE WATER COMMISSION - CITY 
OF BISMARCK WATER TREATMENT PLANT. Excluding the funding provided for the 
city of Bismarck water treatment plant prior to the 2023-25 biennium, it is the intent of 
the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that up to $50,000,000 of funding appropriated in 
the water supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act be made available during the 
2023-25 biennium for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant. 

SECTION 17. LEGISLATIVE INTENT- CITY OF MEDORA WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the city of Medora 
request funding from the state water commission for water storage, water main 
replacement, and water supply expansion projects after all agreements for the 
construction of the Theodore Roosevelt presidential library have been finalized 
between the library, the library foundation, and the city of Medora. 
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SECTION 18. MISSOURI RIVER SYSTEM - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water resources 
support efforts that protect and develop beneficial use of Missouri River system water 
and other available water supply sources. 

SECTION 19. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES - GARRISON 
DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT - LEGISLATIVE INTENT - REPORT. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water resources, in 
coordination with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, research and identify 
options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn. The 
department of water resources shall report its findings and recommendations to the 
legislative management by October 1, 2024." 

Page 5, line 17, replace "The" with "Notwithstanding section 54-16-04, the" 

Page 5, line 18, replace "$13,292,362" with "$9,900,000" 

Page 5, line 18, after "operating" insert "expenses" 

Page 5, line 24, replace "$405,000,000" with "$367,000,000" 

Page 6, line 4, replace "is" with "and Senate Bill No. 2196, as approved by the sixty-eighth 
legislative assembly, are" 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Summary of Conference Committee Action 

Conference Conference 
Base Senate Committee Committee House Comparison to 

Budget Version Changes Version Version House 
Parks and Recreation 

Department 
Total all funds $0 $0 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $3,000,000 ($1,000,000) 
Less estimated income 0 0 2,000,000 2,000,000 3,000,000 (1,000,000) 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

State Water Commission 
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $27,428,923 $892,357,267 $862,357,267 $30,000,000 
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 27,428,923 892,357,267 862,357,267 30,000,000 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00 93.00 0.00 

Bill total 
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $29,428,923 $894,357,267 $865,357,267 $29,000,000 
Less estimated inoome 409,199,129 864,928,344 29,428,923 894,357,267 865,357,267 29,000,000 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00 93.00 0.00 
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Senate Bill No. 2020 - Parks and Recreation Department - Conference Committee Action 

Sovereign lands recreation use 
grants 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Base 
Budget 

$0 
0 

$0 

0.00 

Senate 
Version 

$0 
0 

$0 

0.00 

Conference 
Committee 
Changes 

$2,000,000 

$2,000,000 
2,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

Conference 
Committee House 

Version Version 
$2,000,000 $3,000,000 

$2,000,000 $3,000,000 
2,000,000 3,000,000 

$0 $0 

0.00 0.00 

Comparison to 
House 

($1,000,000) 

($1,000,000) 
(1,000,000) 

$0 

0.00 

Department 750 - Parks and Recreation Department - Detail of Conference Committee Changes 

Sovereign lands recreation use 
grants 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Adds Funding 
for Recreation 

Use Grants1 

$2,000,000 

$2,000,000 
2,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

Total 
Conference 
Committee 
Changes 

$2,000,000 

$2,000,000 
2,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

1 One-time funding of $2 million from a grant received from the State Water Commission is added for the Parks and 
Recreation Department to provide grants for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. The 
House appropriated $3 million for grants for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands, including 
$800,000 for the Mandan parks and recreation department and $750,000 for the Northern Plains Heritage 
Foundation for the port of Bismarck. The Senate did not include funding for sovereign lands recreation use grants. 
Grant recipients must provide $1 of matching funds for each $1 of grant funds received under this program. 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - Conference Committee Action 

Conference Conference 
Base Senate Committee Committee House Comparison to 

Budget Version Changes Version Version House 
Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,465,326 ($1,271,077) $22,194,249 $22,194,249 
Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 59,479,068 59,479,068 
Capital assets 98,467,437 300,383,950 (24,600,000) 275,783,950 275,783,950 
Water supply - Grants 125,000,000 283,000,000 33,200,000 316,200,000 316,200,000 
Rural water supply - Grants 59,600,000 40,000,000 12,000,000 52,000,000 52,000,000 
Flood control projects 48,000,000 114,600,000 1,100,000 115,700,000 115,700,000 
General water - Grants 14,227,275 12,000,000 12,000,000 12,000,000 
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 (1,000,000) 
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 8,000,000 9,000,000 9,000,000 
Loan repayment 30,000,000 30,000,000 $30,000,000 

Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $27,428,923 $892,357,267 $862,357,267 $30,000,000 
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 27,428,923 892,357,267 862,357,267 30,000,000 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00 93.00 0.00 
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Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of Conference Committee Changes 

Adjusts 
Funding for Removes Adjusts Total 
Salary and Salary Funding for Conference 

Benefit Funding for Water Committee 
lncreases1 Funding Pool1 Projects! Changes 

Salaries and wages $344,552 ($1,615,629) ($1,271,077) 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets ($24,600,000) (24,600,000) 
Water supply - Grants 33,200,000 33,200,000 
Rural water supply - Grants 12,000,000 12,000,000 
Flood control projects 1,100,000 1,100,000 
General water - Grants 
Basinwide plan implementation (1,000,000) (1,000,000) 
Discretionary funding 8,000,000 8,000,000 
Loan repayment 

Total all funds $344,552 ($1,615,629) $28,700,000 $27,428,923 
Less estimated income 344,552 (1,615,629) 28,700,000 27,428,923 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

1 Salaries and wages funding is adjusted to provide for 2023-25 biennium salary increases of 6 percent on July 1, 
2023, and 4 percent on July 1, 2024, and for adjustments to health insurance premium rates , the same as the 
House, as follows: 

Salary increase 
Health insurance adjustment 
Total 

Other 
Funds 

$354,895 
(10,343) 

$344,552 

The Senate provided salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1, 2023, and July 1, 2024. 

2 Funding for new FTE positions and estimated savings from vacant FTE positions is removed as shown below, the 
same as the House. These amounts are available to the agency if needed by submitting a request to the Office of 
Management and Budget for a transfer from the new and vacant FTE funding pool. 

New FTE positions 
Vacant FTE positions 
Total 

3 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows: 

Reduce funding for capital assets 
Increase funding for water supply grants 
Increase funding for rural water supply 

grants 
Increase funding for flood control projects 
Remove one-time funding for basinwide 

plan implementation 
Increase one-time funding for 

discretionary water projects 
Total 

Other 
Funds 

($703,398) 
(912,231) 

($1,615,629) 

Total 
Funds 

($24,600,000) 
33,200,000 
12,000,000 

1,100,000 
(1,000,000) 

8,000,000 

$28,700,000 

The Conference Committee made the changes approved by the House except the Conference Committee did not 
remove $30 million for the Western Area Water Supply Authority loan repayment and provide for a transfer of 
$30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund, which the House 
had done. 
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This amendment also: 
Designates the use of excess 2021-23 biennium revenue in the resources trust fund for water supply grants 
and rural water supply grants. The House designated the use of excess 2021 -23 biennium and 2023-25 
biennium revenue in the resources trust fund for water supply grants and rural water supply grants. The Senate 
restricted excess funds from being used for salaries and wages and operating expenses. 
Provides for the transfer of excess 2023-25 biennium revenue in the resources trust fund to the water projects 
stabilization fund . Neither the House nor the Senate included this section. 
Retains a section added by the Senate and removed by the House appropriating $30 million from the water 
projects stabilization fund to repay loans issued to the Western Area Water Supply Authority. 
Does not include a section added by the House to transfer $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund 
to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund. 
Transfers $100 million from Bank of North Dakota profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund, the 
same as the House. 
Designates $2 million for a grant to the Parks and Recreation Department for developing recreation 
opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. The House designated $3 million for this purpose. 
Removes a section providing for a basinwide plan implementation pilot project, the same as the House. 
Increases funding appropriated for water supply grants from the water projects stabilization fund from 
$120 million to $123.4 million, the same as the House. 
Does not include sections added by the House to amend North Dakota Century Code Sections 61-02-01.3 and 
61-03-21.4 to require economic analyses for water projects in excess of $500,000. 
Provides legislative intent for $50 million to be granted for a City of Bismarck water treatment plant project, the 
same as the House. 
Provides legislative intent for the City of Medora to request funding from the State Water Commission after all 
agreements for the construction of the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library have been finalized between 
the library, library foundation, and City of Medora. The House version also required agreements with Billings 
County to be finalized. 
Provides legislative intent that the Department of Water Resources support efforts that protect and develop 
beneficial use of Missouri River system water. The House provided legislative intent expressing support for the 
Missouri River educate, advocate, and engage program. 
Provides legislative intent for the Department of Water Resources to research and identify options for the use 
of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn, the same as the House. 
Reduces the department's line item transfer authority from $13.3 million to $9.9 million . The House and Senate 
allowed for $13.3 million of line item transfer authority. 
Reduces the amount of appropriation authority the Department of Water Resources may continue into the next 
biennium by $38 million, to provide total carryover authority of $367 million, the same as the House. 
Declares Senate Bill No. 2196 to be an emergency measure. 
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 Date: 4/27/2023 
 Roll Call Vote #: __2____ 
 

2023 SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE  
ROLL CALL VOTES 

 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. SB 2020 

 
   Senate Appropriations Committee – Education and Environment Division 

Action Taken ☐ SENATE accede to House Amendments 
   ☐ SENATE accede to House Amendments and further amend 
   ☐ HOUSE recede from House amendments 

☒ HOUSE recede from House amendments and amend as follows      
LC 23.0274.02028 

☐ Unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged and a new 
committee be appointed 

 
 
 
Motion Made by: Representative Swiontek Seconded by: Senator Schaible 
 

Senators    Yes No  Representatives    Yes No 

Senator Sorvaag    Y   Representative Swiontek    Y  
Senator Schaible    Y   Representative Martinson    Y  
Senator Bekkedahl    Y   Representative Richter    Y  
             
             
Total Senate Vote    3 0  Total Rep. Vote    3 0 

 
 
Vote Count 

 
Yes: 6 

 
No: 0 

 
Absent: 0     

 
 
Senate Carrier Sorvaag 

 
 
House Carrier Swiontek 

 
LC Number 23.0274 

 
. 02028 

 
of amendment 

 
Emergency clause added or deleted 
 
Statement of purpose of amendment 

 

 
   LC Number 23.0274 

 
. 04000 

 
of engrossment 



Com Conference Committee Report Module ID: s_cfcomrep_74_001
April 28, 2023 7:52AM  

Insert LC: 23.0274.02028 
Senate Carrier: Sorvaag
House Carrier: Swiontek

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
SB 2020, as engrossed: Your conference committee (Sens. Sorvaag, Schaible, Bekkedahl 

and Reps. Swiontek, Martinson, Richter) recommends that the  HOUSE RECEDE 
from  the  House  amendments  as  printed  on  SJ  pages  1843-1848,  adopt 
amendments as follows, and place SB 2020 on the Seventh order: 

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1843-1848 of the Senate 
Journal and pages 2173-2178 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate Bill No. 
2020 be amended as follows:

Page 1, line 2, after the semicolon insert "to provide an appropriation to the parks and 
recreation department;"

Page 1, line 4, after the first semicolon insert "to provide for a transfer; to provide for a 
report;"

Page 1, replace lines 14 through 24 with:

"Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $1,656,382 $22,194,249
Operating expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 177,316,513 275,783,950
Water supply - grants 125,000,000 191,200,000 316,200,000
Rural water supply - grants 59,600,000 (7,600,000) 52,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 67,700,000 115,700,000
Discretionary funding 0 9,000,000 9,000,000
General water - grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000
Total special funds $409,199,129 $453,158,138 $862,357,267
Full-time equivalent positions 90.00 3.00 93.00"

Page 2, replace lines 7 and 8 with:

"Basinwide plan implementation 1,100,000 0
Discretionary funding 0 9,000,000"

Page 2, replace line 23 with:

"Total special funds $206,600,000 $163,500,383"

Page 2, line 28, after "ADDITIONAL" insert "2021-23 BIENNIUM"

Page 2, line 28, remove "In addition to the amounts"

Page 2, remove lines 29 through 31

Page 3, replace lines 1 and 2 with "Any revenue deposited in the resources trust fund during 
the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2023, in 
excess of the March 2023 legislative revenue forecast is appropriated to the 
department of water resources for the purpose of providing water supply grants and 
rural water supply grants, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, 
and ending June 30, 2025. Any additional amounts must be allocated equally 
between water supply grants and rural water supply grants."

Page 3, after line 9, insert:

"SECTION 5. TRANSFER - BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA PROFITS - 
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The Bank of North Dakota 
shall transfer $100,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, from its 
current earnings and accumulated profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan 
fund during the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. The 
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moneys must be transferred as requested by the director of the department of water 
resources, after consultation with the Bank of North Dakota, to provide local cost-
share loans for projects approved by the state water commission pursuant to section 
6-09-49.2.

SECTION 6. WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION FUND - TRANSFERS. 
Notwithstanding subsections 1 and 2 of section 57-51.1-07, any oil extraction tax 
revenues deposited in the resources trust fund that exceed the amount included in 
the March 2023 legislative revenue forecast during the period beginning July 1, 
2023, and ending June 30, 2025, must be transferred at least quarterly by the office 
of management and budget from the resources trust fund to the water projects 
stabilization fund for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and 
ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 7. APPROPRIATION - PARKS AND RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT - SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANTS - ONE-TIME 
FUNDING. There is appropriated from special funds derived from a grant from the 
state water commission, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $2,000,000, or so 
much of the sum as may be necessary, to the parks and recreation department for 
the purpose of providing grants for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign 
lands in the state, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and 
ending June 30, 2025. An eligible grant recipient must identify $1 of matching funds 
for each $1 awarded pursuant to this section. This funding is considered to be a one-
time funding item.

SECTION 8. SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANT. The water 
supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act includes $2,000,000 from the 
resources trust fund which the state water commission shall provide as a grant to the 
parks and recreation department for developing recreation opportunities on 
sovereign lands in the state, for the period beginning with the effective date of this 
Act, and ending June 30, 2025."

Page 3, remove lines 14 through 30

Page 4, remove lines 1 and 2

Page 4, line 4, replace "$120,000,000" with "$123,380,315"

Page 5, line 4, replace "$175,000,000" with "$180,000,000"

Page 5, line 15, after "project" insert "water treatment plant"

Page 5, after line 16, insert:

"SECTION 16. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - STATE WATER COMMISSION - 
CITY OF BISMARCK WATER TREATMENT PLANT. Excluding the funding provided 
for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant prior to the 2023-25 biennium, it is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that up to $50,000,000 of funding 
appropriated in the water supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act be made 
available during the 2023-25 biennium for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant.

SECTION 17. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - CITY OF MEDORA WATER 
SUPPLY PROJECT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the 
city of Medora request funding from the state water commission for water storage, 
water main replacement, and water supply expansion projects after all agreements 
for the construction of the Theodore Roosevelt presidential library have been 
finalized between the library, the library foundation, and the city of Medora.
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SECTION 18. MISSOURI RIVER SYSTEM - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water resources 
support efforts that protect and develop beneficial use of Missouri River system 
water and other available water supply sources.

SECTION 19. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES - GARRISON 
DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT - LEGISLATIVE INTENT - REPORT. It is 
the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water 
resources, in coordination with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, 
research and identify options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed 
near Washburn. The department of water resources shall report its findings and 
recommendations to the legislative management by October 1, 2024."

Page 5, line 17, replace "The" with "Notwithstanding section 54-16-04, the"

Page 5, line 18, replace "$13,292,362" with "$9,900,000"

Page 5, line 18, after "operating" insert "expenses"

Page 5, line 24, replace "$405,000,000" with "$367,000,000"

Page 6, line 4, replace "is" with "and Senate Bill No. 2196, as approved by the sixty-eighth 
legislative assembly, are" 

Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Summary of Conference Committee Action

Base
Budget

Senate
Version

Conference 
Committee 
Changes

Conference 
Committee 

Version
House

Version
Comparison to 

House
Parks and Recreation 

Department
Total all funds $0 $0 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $3,000,000 ($1,000,000)
Less estimated income 0 0 2,000,000 2,000,000 3,000,000 (1,000,000)
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

State Water Commission
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $27,428,923 $892,357,267 $862,357,267 $30,000,000
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 27,428,923 892,357,267 862,357,267 30,000,000
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00 93.00 0.00

Bill total
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $29,428,923 $894,357,267 $865,357,267 $29,000,000
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 29,428,923 894,357,267 865,357,267 29,000,000
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00 93.00 0.00
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Senate Bill No. 2020 - Parks and Recreation Department - Conference Committee 
Action

Base
Budget

Senate
Version

Conference 
Committee 
Changes

Conference 
Committee 

Version
House

Version
Comparison to 

House
Sovereign lands recreation use 

grants
$2,000,000 $2,000,000 $3,000,000 ($1,000,000)

Total all funds $0 $0 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 $3,000,000 ($1,000,000)
Less estimated income 0 0 2,000,000 2,000,000 3,000,000 (1,000,000)
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Department 750 - Parks and Recreation Department - Detail of Conference Committee 
Changes

Adds Funding for Recreation 
Use Grants1

Total Conference Committee 
Changes

Sovereign lands recreation use grants $2,000,000 $2,000,000

Total all funds $2,000,000 $2,000,000
Less estimated income 2,000,000 2,000,000
General fund $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00

1 One-time funding of $2 million from a grant received from the State Water Commission is 
added for the Parks and Recreation Department to provide grants for developing recreation 
opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. The House appropriated $3 million for grants 
for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands, including $800,000 for the 
Mandan parks and recreation department and $750,000 for the Northern Plains Heritage 
Foundation for the port of Bismarck. The Senate did not include funding for sovereign lands 
recreation use grants.  Grant recipients must provide $1 of matching funds for each $1 of 
grant funds received under this program.

Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - Conference Committee Action

Base
Budget

Senate
Version

Conference 
Committee 
Changes

Conference 
Committee 

Version
House

Version
Comparison to 

House
Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,465,326 ($1,271,077) $22,194,249 $22,194,249
Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 59,479,068 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 300,383,950 (24,600,000) 275,783,950 275,783,950
Water supply - Grants 125,000,000 283,000,000 33,200,000 316,200,000 316,200,000
Rural water supply - Grants 59,600,000 40,000,000 12,000,000 52,000,000 52,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 114,600,000 1,100,000 115,700,000 115,700,000
General water - Grants 14,227,275 12,000,000 12,000,000 12,000,000
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 (1,000,000)
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 8,000,000 9,000,000 9,000,000
Loan repayment 30,000,000 30,000,000 $30,000,000

Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $27,428,923 $892,357,267 $862,357,267 $30,000,000
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 27,428,923 892,357,267 862,357,267 30,000,000
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00 93.00 0.00
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Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of Conference Committee Changes
Adjusts Funding for 
Salary and Benefit 

Increases1

Removes Salary 
Funding for Funding 

Pool2
Adjusts Funding for 

Water Projects3
Total Conference 

Committee Changes
Salaries and wages $344,552 ($1,615,629) ($1,271,077)
Operating expenses
Capital assets ($24,600,000) (24,600,000)
Water supply - Grants 33,200,000 33,200,000
Rural water supply - Grants 12,000,000 12,000,000
Flood control projects 1,100,000 1,100,000
General water - Grants
Basinwide plan implementation (1,000,000) (1,000,000)
Discretionary funding 8,000,000 8,000,000
Loan repayment

Total all funds $344,552 ($1,615,629) $28,700,000 $27,428,923
Less estimated income 344,552 (1,615,629) 28,700,000 27,428,923
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

1 Salaries and wages funding is adjusted to provide for 2023-25 biennium salary increases of 
6 percent on July 1, 2023, and 4 percent on July 1, 2024, and for adjustments to health 
insurance premium rates, the same as the House, as follows:
 
 Other

Funds
Salary increase $354,895
Health insurance adjustment (10,343)
Total $344,552

The Senate provided salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1, 2023, and July 1, 2024.
2 Funding for new FTE positions and estimated savings from vacant FTE positions is 
removed as shown below, the same as the House. These amounts are available to the 
agency if needed by submitting a request to the Office of Management and Budget for a 
transfer from the new and vacant FTE funding pool.
 
 Other 

Funds
New FTE positions ($703,398)
Vacant FTE positions (912,231)
Total ($1,615,629)

3 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows:
 
 Total

Funds
Reduce funding for capital assets ($24,600,000)
Increase funding for water supply grants 33,200,000
Increase funding for rural water supply grants 12,000,000
Increase funding for flood control projects 1,100,000
Remove one-time funding for basinwide plan 

implementation
(1,000,000)

Increase one-time funding for discretionary 
water projects

8,000,000

Total $28,700,000

The Conference Committee made the changes approved by the House except the 
Conference Committee did not remove $30 million for the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority loan repayment and provide for a transfer of $30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund, which the House had done.

This amendment also:
• Designates the use of excess 2021-23 biennium revenue in the resources trust fund 

for water supply grants and rural water supply grants.  The House designated the 
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use of excess 2021-23 biennium and 2023-25 biennium revenue in the resources 
trust fund for water supply grants and rural water supply grants. The Senate 
restricted excess funds from being used for salaries and wages and operating 
expenses.

• Provides for the transfer of excess 2023-25 biennium revenue in the resources trust 
fund to the water projects stabilization fund.  Neither the House nor the Senate 
included this section.

• Retains a section added by the Senate and removed by the House appropriating 
$30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to repay loans issued to the 
Western Area Water Supply Authority.

• Does not include a section added by the House to transfer $30 million from the 
water projects stabilization fund to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund.

• Transfers $100 million from Bank of North Dakota profits to the water infrastructure 
revolving loan fund, the same as the House.

• Designates $2 million for a grant to the Parks and Recreation Department for 
developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state.  The House 
designated $3 million for this purpose.

• Removes a section providing for a basinwide plan implementation pilot project, the 
same as the House.

• Increases funding appropriated for water supply grants from the water projects 
stabilization fund from $120 million to $123.4 million, the same as the House.

• Does not include sections added by the House to amend North Dakota Century 
Code Sections 61-02-01.3 and 61-03-21.4 to require economic analyses for water 
projects in excess of $500,000.

• Provides legislative intent for $50 million to be granted for a City of Bismarck water 
treatment plant project, the same as the House.

• Provides legislative intent for the City of Medora to request funding from the State 
Water Commission after all agreements for the construction of the Theodore 
Roosevelt Presidential Library have been finalized between the library, library 
foundation, and City of Medora.  The House version also required agreements with 
Billings County to be finalized.

• Provides legislative intent that the Department of Water Resources support efforts 
that protect and develop beneficial use of Missouri River system water.  The House 
provided legislative intent expressing support for the Missouri River educate, 
advocate, and engage program.

• Provides legislative intent for the Department of Water Resources to research and 
identify options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn, 
the same as the House.

• Reduces the department's line item transfer authority from $13.3 million to $9.9 
million. The House and Senate allowed for $13.3 million of line item transfer 
authority.

• Reduces the amount of appropriation authority the Department of Water Resources 
may continue into the next biennium by $38 million, to provide total carryover 
authority of $367 million, the same as the House.

• Declares Senate Bill No. 2196 to be an emergency measure.

Engrossed SB 2020 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar. 
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Testimony 
Senate Bill 2020—Department of Water Resources 

Senate Appropriations Committee 
Senator Brad Bekkedahl, Chairman  

January 11, 2023 
 

Good afternoon, Chairman Bekkedahl, and members of the Senate Appropriations 

Committee, I am Andrea Travnicek, Director of the North Dakota Department of 

Water Resources.  As the director, I serve as head of the Department of Water 

Resources and Secretary to the State Water Commission. 

 

In response to the specific requests included in your letter dated December 19, 

2022, I offer the following testimony: 

 

1. Cite the North Dakota Century Code chapter(s) associated with the agency and 

list its major statutory responsibilities. 

The statutory authorities of the Department of Water Resources (DWR), and State 

Water Commission (SWC) are provided in North Dakota Century Code Title 61.  The 

67th Legislative Assembly passed HB 1353 which combined the SWC agency and 

the Office of the State Engineer into the DWR (or Department).  The DWR is now a 

Cabinet agency that reports directly to the Governor. The Department serves as the 

primary funding entity for critical water infrastructure; appropriates the state’s water 

resources; and is responsible for other water-related regulatory and management 

functions that ensure public safety and support the long-term sustainability and 

beneficial use of North Dakota’s water resources. The overall mission of the 

Department is to responsibly manage North Dakota’s water needs and risks for the 

people’s benefit. 

 

The SWC board still exists and consists of the Governor as chairman, the 

Commissioner of Agriculture, and eight members representing the state’s major 

drainage basins who are appointed by the Governor to serve terms of six years 

each.  The primary function of the SWC is to review and consider cost-share 

requests from project sponsors seeking financial assistance from DWR.    
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Water development and associated project funding are a function of the State Water 

Commission and include state projects such as the Southwest Pipeline Project, the 

Northwest Area Water Supply, and Devils Lake outlets and Tolna Coulee control 

structure used for flood control purposes. The State Water Commission promotes 

water development by providing cost-share assistance for many local projects such 

as flood control, water conveyance, water supply systems, and other general water 

management efforts. The DWR has a project management role for the state projects 

and reviews and recommends projects for funding approval by the Commission. 

 

Regulatory functions fall under the responsibility of the DWR.  Specifically, they 

include water appropriation or water rights, drainage, floodplain management, 

sovereign land management, and dam safety.  

 

DWR also has an active role in public information and education regarding the 

nature and occurrence of the state's water resources.  This includes public outreach 

and education related to Department functions. 

 

2. Explain the purpose of the agency’s various divisions/programs – attach 

organizational chart. 

As illustrated by our organizational chart (see attached), DWR is comprised of 92 

Full Time Equivalent employees (FTE), including 2 FTE approved by the Emergency 

Commission and Legislative Management’s Budget Section in March 2022. One 

temporary employee was also approved at that time through the Budget Section. 

This is a temporary increase of 2 FTE from the previous biennium. The Department 

is requesting to permanently retain the 2 FTE approved through Budget Section as 

well as convert the temporary employee approved through the March 2022 Budget 

Section as an FTE for a total request of 3 FTE or 93 FTE overall.  

 

As the director, I serve as the head of the Department of Water Resources, 

providing overall leadership and decision-making responsibilities and oversee the 
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State Engineer and DWR team members.  In addition, as mentioned previously, I 

serve as the Secretary to the State Water Commission. 

 

North Dakota’s State Engineer, John Paczkowski, is responsible for several 

regulatory functions and responsibilities, including allocation of the state’s waters, 

dam safety, and drainage.   

 

The Administrative Services Division, directed by Chris Kadrmas, provides agency 

operational support including accounting, budgeting, human resources, records 

management, and Water Commission meeting administrative support. 

 

The Atmospheric Resources Division, directed by Darin Langerud, is responsible for 

the administration of cloud seeding activities in the state, conducts atmospheric 

research, provides student intern training opportunities, and performs weather-

related data collection and analyses. 

 

The Planning and Education Division, directed by Patrick Fridgen, maintains and 

updates a Water Development Plan for the State of North Dakota, and administers a 

cost-share program in support of that plan. Division staff also participate in 

numerous regional, state, local, and inter-office planning activities; manage the 

agency’s water education programs; coordinate environmental reviews; manage the 

Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply Assistance Program (when activated); and 

oversee public outreach and media relations efforts. This Division also ensures 

implementation of the Five-Year Strategic Plan. 

 

The Regulatory Division, directed by Aaron Carranza, is responsible for the review 

and permitting of drain, dike, dam, and sovereign land applications; administration of 

North Dakota’s Dam Safety Program; assisting communities with floodplain 

management through Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)’s National 

Flood Insurance Program; administration of FEMA’s Risk Mapping, Assessment, 

and Planning program; sovereign land management, including ordinary high water 
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mark delineations; general water resource district support; and the Silver Jackets 

Program that is in partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

The Water Appropriation Division, directed by Chris Bader, is responsible for the 

processing of water permit applications, water rights evaluations, hydrologic data 

collection, water supply investigations, and economic development support activities. 

This Division is also responsible for providing the technology infrastructure required 

to support the scientific and regulatory functions for the agency; the office and back-

office automation functions to address workflow and integration requirements; and 

the development and maintenance of the data management infrastructure used to 

support agency water resource management initiatives such as PRESENS. 

 

Finally, the Water Development Division, directed by Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, is 

responsible for preliminary engineering, construction, and maintenance of water 

resource projects; flood response and recovery; construction of Southwest Pipeline 

Project (SWPP); construction, operation, and maintenance of Northwest Area Water 

Supply project; and operation and maintenance of the Devils Lake outlets and Tolna 

Coulee control structure. Division staff also represent the agency nationally and 

internationally on Missouri River, Red River, and Souris River issues. 

 

As discussed above, the State Water Commission is made up of eight Governor-

appointed members representing the state’s major river basins.  North Dakota’s 

current Water Commission members who represent the eight basins are Michael 

Anderson (Lower Red River), Connie Ova (James River), Richard Johnson (Devils 

Lake), Gene Veeder (Upper Missouri River), April Walker (Upper Red River), James 

Odermann (Little Missouri, Upper Heart, and Upper Cannonball Rivers), Jay Volk 

(Lower Missouri River), and Jason Zimmerman (Mouse River).  Other members of 

the Water Commission include Governor Doug Burgum as Chairman, and 

Agriculture Commissioner, Doug Goehring.    
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3. Report any financial audit findings included in the most recent audit of your 

department or institution and action taken to address each finding. 

DWR had one finding in the most recent operational audit dated May 19, 2022, 

regarding improper credits to appropriation. The dollar amount was $461,500.  The 

sale of land was recorded as a reduction to expenditures when it should have been 

recorded as revenue. The department has implemented an additional review 

process to assist in identifying such errors. 

 

4. Discuss current biennium accomplishments and challenges and next biennium 

goals and plans. 

With regard to current biennium accomplishments, DWR: 

• Continued to make progress on the Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) 

project that is planned to one-day serve up to 81,000 water users in North 

Dakota.  Progress included completion of the Lansford Reservoir and Pump 

Station; service to the City of Bottineau; and continued advancements at the 

Biota Water Treatment Plant, Minot Water Treatment Plant, and other project 

elements. 

• Completed a year-long effort to update the State Water Commission’s Cost-

Share Policy, Procedure, and General Requirements; as well as the Project 

Prioritization Guidance.  The modification process included extensive public 

outreach and input from the water community and general public and was 

meant to modernize the Cost-Share Program in response to more 

contemporary project development needs.  

• Continued to greatly improve North Dakota’s ability to manage our state’s 

water resources through innovation, including the monitoring of 368 locations 

by PRESENS (Pushing REmote SENSors) loggers across the state. 

PRESENS was developed in-house by DWR to collect environmental data 

such as water levels, precipitation, soil moisture, soil temperature, barometric 

pressure, and air temperature – at a fraction of the cost of more traditional 

means.  Paul Moen, DWR Director of Information Systems, won the 2022 



   

 

 6 

Pioneer Award, (Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Public Service) for his 

work on developing the PRESENS system. 

• Construction on SWPP included treated water main transmission line 

upgrades, and strategic hydraulic improvements to provide citizens access to 

quality water. 

• Operated the Devils Lake outlets to provide ongoing flood relief for areas 

surrounding the greater Devils Lake system.  The outlets removed over 

83,000 acre-feet of floodwater during the 2021 and 2022 operating 

seasons.  Since outlet operations began 15 years ago in 2007, almost 1.4 

million acre-feet of floodwater has been removed from the big lake. 

• Over the course of the biennium so far, provided state funding support of 

approximately $282 million in Water Commission project approvals through 

the Cost-Share Program, including $181 million to support water supply 

efforts in 27 cities and 19 rural/regional systems, and $101 million for 98 

different flood protection, water conveyance, and general water projects 

benefitting citizens across the state.  

• Provided $4 million in reimbursements for 1,050 drought resiliency projects 

for our agriculture producers through the Drought Disaster Livestock Water 

Supply Assistance Program. 

• Secured almost $5 million in FEMA grant funding for LiDAR data to complete 

a statewide map of high quality digital topography information to improve and 

modernize modeling and engineering design data inputs. 

• Completed a water development planning process through extensive public 

outreach, cooperation, and coordination efforts involving water project 

sponsors and managers.  The 2023 Water Development Plan (WDP) is being 

presented for the first time through an almost entirely electronic platform and 

new Dashboard.  The new WDP Dashboard includes interactive charts, 

enables staff to make updates in response to changing conditions, and can 

be accessed at any time via phones and computers. 

• Launched and operated a one-stop-shop online portal through WebGrants for 

water project sponsors seeking grant funding or loans through the state.  This 
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new portal, known as Funding for Infrastructure in ND (FIND) within 

WebGrants was developed through a cooperative effort involving the Bank of 

North Dakota, Department of Environmental Quality, Public Finance Authority, 

and DWR.  FIND has greatly improved and streamlined the application 

process for project sponsors.   

   

With regard to next biennium goals and plans, DWR completed a Five-Year 

Strategic Plan last summer to guide the deployment of resources toward key 

objectives, goals, and tactics through June 2027.  An Executive Summary of our 

new Five-Year Strategic Plan has been provided for your reference.  In terms of 

specific areas of focus for the 2023-2025 biennium, DWR intends to: 

• Effectively communicate with the public and stakeholders with a primary focus 

on collaboration and building partnerships; 

• Develop world-class, sustainable, and resilient water development and 

management practices; 

• Support beneficial use of Missouri River system water and other available 

water supply sources; 

• Implement innovative ideas, technology, and grow analytic capabilities to 

improve efficiencies in water management and development; 

• Improve the department’s internal resilience and promote a positive culture; 

• Improve Department responsiveness and continue to identify efficiencies; 

• Advance innovative ideas and technology like PRESENS, aquifer recharge, 

and water reuse opportunities; 

• Work toward Tribal Nation engagement, including memorandum of 

understanding development; 

• Strive for Workforce enhancements, retention of talent, recruiting, and 

mentoring; 

• Continue advancements on the Northwest Area Water Supply, including 

progress on Intake Contract II, Souris Reservoir and Pump Station, in-line 

booster pump stations, Minot Water Treatment Plant (WTP) Phase III, raw 

water line initialization, and Biota WTP Phase II. 
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• Make progress on Southwest Pipeline Project strategic hydraulic 

improvements, WTP expansion, and rural service additions; and 

• Implement results of a capital improvement planning effort related to the West 

End Devils Lake Outlet. 

 
5. Compare the agency’s request/recommendation totals, including full-time 

equivalent (FTE) positions, for the next biennium compared to the current 

biennium. 

Description 

2021-23 
Biennium 

Appropriation 

2023-25 
Biennium 
Governor’s 

Recommendation Variance 

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,809,878 $3,272,011 
Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 16,112,518 
Capital assets 148,467,437 172,396,344 23,928,907 
Water supply – grants 125,000,000 270,000,000 145,000,000 
Rural water supply – grants 59,600,000 35,000,000 (24,600,000) 

Flood control projects 48,000,000 115,000,000 67,000,000 
General water -grants 14,227,275 14,233,275 6,000 
Basinwide plan implementation 1,100,000 0 (1,100,000) 
Discretionary funding 6,000,000 5,000,000 (1,000,000) 
Mouse River flood control 74,500,000 0* (74,500,000) 
State Fiscal Recovery Funds 75,000,000 0 (75,000,000) 

Total $615,799,129 $694,918,565 $79,119,436 
*Funding for Mouse River flood control is included in funding for flood control projects. 

 

The department had 90 FTE in the 2021-2023 biennium, and a request of 93 FTE is 

included in the Governor’s recommendation for the 2023-2025 biennium. The three 

FTE are requested to assist with significantly reducing delays so constituents 

receive agency-issued permits in a timelier manner.  These positions would include 

one for the Regulatory Division to assist with permitting and two for the Water 

Appropriation Division that would work on water appropriation and on PRESENS 

system support.  We have included one-page summaries related to the three FTE 

we are requesting with metrics related to why each are necessary. 

 

6. Explain the funding included in each program/line item either in total or by 

division depending on the size of the agency. 

The major components of the DWR budget recommendation consist of: 
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Description 

2021-23 
Biennium 

Base 

Base 
Adjustment 

Request 

2023-25 

Biennium 

Base 

Request 

One-time 
Adjustment 

Request 

2023-25 
Biennium 
Governor’s 

Recommendation 

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $3,272,011 $23,809,878  $23,809,878 
Operating expenses 43,366,550 13,259,373 56,625,923 $2,853,145 59,479,068 
Capital assets 98,467,437 (7,740,789) 90,726,648 81,669,696 172,396,344 
Water supply – 

grants 

125,000,000  125,000,000 145,000,000 270,000,000 

Rural water supply - 

grants 

59,600,000 (24,600,000) 35,000,000  35,000,000 

Flood control projects 48,000,000  48,000,000 67,000,000 115,000,000 

General water -grants 14,227,275 6,000 14,233,275  14,233,275 

Basinwide plan 

implementation 

0   0 0 

Discretionary funding 0   5,000,000 5,000,000 

Mouse River flood 

control 

0    0* 

State Fiscal 

Recovery Funds 

0    0 

Total $409,199,129 ($15,803,405) $393,513,904 $301,522,841 $694,918,565 
FTE 90.00 3.00 93.00  93.00 

*Funding for Mouse River flood control is included in funding for flood control projects see detail below. 

 

a. Amounts included in the base budget and their purpose and use. 

Salaries and Wages - The 2021-23 biennium totaled $20,537,867 and included 

salaries and fringe benefits for all employees, including employees that provide 

service for NAWS, SWPP, and the Devils Lake outlets. 

 

Operating Expenses - The 2021-23 biennium totaled $43,366,550 and included 

operations for NAWS, SWPP and the Devils Lake pumps. This included funding of 

$19 million for professional services, which are primarily consultant engineering 

dollars, and $8.7 million for utility costs, primarily to operate the Devils Lake outlets 

and NAWS. 

 

Capital Assets - The 2021-23 biennium totaled $98,467,437 and consisted mostly 

of projects for NAWS and SWPP, which are both state owned.  Specifically, $38.2 

million is for SWPP, and $59.8 million is for NAWS. 

 

For the 2021-23 biennium, the remaining dollars were in the five purpose funding 

buckets.  They included $125 million for Water Supply; $59.6 million for Rural Water 

Supply; $48 million for flood Control; and $14.2 million for General Water projects.  
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General Water included funding for dam repairs and rehabilitations, feasibility 

studies, irrigation projects, as well as other general water management efforts. 

 

b. Amounts included in the request/recommendation and justification for the 

change from the base budget.  Discuss changes relating to: 

(1) Salaries and Wages - increase from the base budget of $3,272,011 as 

follows: 

• Cost to continue adjustment of $138,098.  

• Performance-based raises of 6% for the first fiscal year and 4% for 

the second fiscal year of the biennium as recommended in the 

Executive budget of $1,805,562.  

• Increase of 3 FTE of $751,742 to significantly reduce delays so 

constituents receive agency-issued permits in a more timely 

manner. The FTE are for the Regulatory Division, Water 

Appropriation, and PRESENS system support.  

• Increased funding for temporary salaries of $576,609, of which 

$170,000 is to provide one full time temporary position to support 

NAWS, $345,000 is to provide funding for temporary positions for 

installation and support of the PRESENS system, and $61,609 is to 

provide a full benefits package to DWR’s Silver Jackets Program 

Coordinator - who for years has been a long-term temporary 

employee.  

The DWR is in support of the Governor’s recommendation included in SB 

2015 regarding market equity funding for agencies, which included 

$645,000 for the DWR. 

(2) Operating Expenses – Includes a $16,112,518 increase, of which 

$13,259,373 is ongoing and $2,853,145 is one-time, major changes are as 

follows: 

• Shifted base level funding from capital assets and salaries and 

wages to operating expenses in the amount of $7,744,789 to 

account for consultant engineering expenses related to state owned 
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projects and utility costs primarily to operate the Devils Lake and 

NAWS projects. These changes were made based on anticipated 

needs for planning of projects and operating costs. 

• $5,615,764, of which $1,532,980 is one-time funding for IT 

standardization, applications, and security. The funding is to 

consolidate and standardize IT services under one umbrella, and to 

support ongoing costs for services and management to include: file 

services; computational infrastructure for scientific applications; big 

data development/production for various data types; big data 

administrative costs for over 2,000 terabytes of data, which places 

the Department as one of the largest users of data storage with 

NDIT at 2,000 terabytes, and the Department of Health and Human 

Services at 1,650 terabytes; costs associated with additional FTE 

for NDITD;  business analysis;  project management; and project 

oversight. 

• $1,227,800 to expand the PRESENS footprint and data collection 

types/sensors to improve forecasting, modeling, and overall water 

management – at a fraction of the cost of traditional data collection 

methods. 

• $100,000 in additional federal funds spending authority for the 

Regulatory Division. 

• $80,000 for professional development. 

• $94,665 for scientific software which includes one-time funding of 

$72,665. 

• $21,320 in operating expenses related to the 3 FTE positions which 

include one-time funding of $19,320 for IT equipment and $2,000 in 

ongoing funding for travel. 

• One-time funding of $750,000 for Airborne Electromagnetic 

Surveying (AEM) to expand use of AEM technology to better 

understand the extent and availability of ground water, particularly 

in glaciated regions - at a fraction of the cost of traditional methods. 
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• One-time funding of $298,180 for inflationary increases related to 

motor pool rates of $118,180 and drilling supplies of $180,000. 

• One-time funding of $180,000 to support a study involving 

navigability determinations for the Red, Missouri, Yellowstone, Bois 

de Sioux, and Mouse Rivers, and Upper Des Lacs Lake as directed 

by HB 1202 (66th Legislative Assembly). Due to staff time 

limitations, little movement has been achieved on this effort since 

2019.  

(3) Capital Assets changes to provide a total of $172,396,344 as follows: 

• Base decrease of ($7,740,789) primarily to shift funding from 

capital assets to professional fees in operating expenses to pay 

engineering fees related to state owned water projects. 

• One-time increase of $77,869,696 for state owned water projects, 

to provide a total of $167.6 million, of which $117.9 million is for 

SWPP and $49.7 million is for NAWS.  

i. Total project funding for state owned water projects includes 

funding in operating expenses in combination with capital 

assets due to the classification of expenses related to 

contracted engineers and consultants. Total state owned 

project funding of $192.6 million includes $131.6 million for 

SWPP from the resources trust fund and $61 million for 

NAWS, of which $25 million is from the resources trust fund, 

$11 million is from reimbursements from Minot, and $25 

million in federal funds. 

• One-time increase of $1,800,000 to replace the original Bowman 

radar system to provide enhanced surveillance and ensure the 

capability of continual operations long into the future. The Bowman 

radar has filled a gap in radar coverage in southwest North Dakota 

since 1997 – using 1970s equipment.   

• One-time increase of $1,800,000 to replace DWR’s 15-year-old drill 

rig with a top-head drive drilling rig that provides finer control over 
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the drilling operation and safety features that are superior to the 

current drill rig.  

• One-time increase of $200,000 for office modifications due to the 

DWR being required to evacuate the State Office Building due to 

environmental hazards. Funding is requested to address office 

modifications that may be necessary at the agency’s current long-

term, yet temporary location. 

(4) Grants for water projects changes are as follows: 

• Water supply increase of $145,000,000 to provide $270,000,000. 

• Rural water supply decrease of ($24,600,000) to provide 

$35,000,000. 

• Flood control increase of $67,000,000 to provide $115,000,000. 

• General water increase of $6,000 to provide $14,233,275. 

• The addition of discretionary funding in the amount of $5,000,000. 

Discretionary funding is for flexibility to provide additional funding 

either in the buckets, unaccounted for events such as flooding, and 

to address unknown costs associated with the Department’s move 

from the State Office Building to the Bank of North Dakota. 

(5) We did have special line items in the 2021-2023 biennium, where 

$1,100,000 was appropriated for basinwide plan implementation, but no 

funding for this item is being included in the 2023-25 biennium budget. 

(6) Our estimated income for special funds is $684 million, which included 

Resource Trust Fund oil extraction tax deposits of $605.8 million, of which 

$120 million is from the Water Project Stabilization Fund for Red River 

Valley Water Supply from the water supply bucket and $30 million was 

included from the Water Project Stabilization Fund for the repayment of a 

WAWS loan.  The balance is made up of capital repayments from SWPP, 

NAWS payments from the City of Minot, payments from counties for cloud 

seeding, CD interest, and available balance of the Water Commission 

fund. 
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(7) Our estimated income for Federal funds is $35 million of which $25 million 

is for NAWS and the balance is for operations of our Regulatory Division, 

and other grants related to the Atmospheric Resources Division and Water 

Appropriation Division. 

(8) We have no general fund dollars in our budget. The last time the 

department received a general fund appropriation was during the 2011-13 

biennium for some operations of the Department. 

(9) Our legislatively authorized base FTE is 90, and we were authorized 2 

additional FTE positions in March 2022 from the Emergency Commission 

and Budget Section to support the administration and management of the 

state’s water resources. Our request is for an increase of 3 FTE to retain 

the 2 approved by Budget Section and for 1 additional FTE authorization 

that was presented to Budget Section in March, but they had only 

approved funding for a temporary employee who we would like to retain. 

 

7. Discuss the purpose and use of any one-time funding items for the current 

biennium. 

We had two one-time funding items in our 2021-2023 appropriation bill.   

• The $50 million line of credit has not been utilized to date.  The intent was for 

this to be used if needed for NAWS.  After the end of the 2021 session the 

DWR received an additional $30 million in federal funding for NAWS that was 

not anticipated further reducing the need for the $50 million line of credit at 

this time. The DWR is not seeking the authority for a line of credit for the 

2023-25 biennium at this time. 

• Funding of $1.1 million was provided for the pilot project for basinwide plan 

implementation, with $246,075 expended to date. 

• Funding of $4 million for discretionary water projects was approved by the 

SWC to be used as follows: 

o $2 million for the Agriculture Department’s Emergency Livestock Water 

Supply Program of which $110,559 has been expended to date. 
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o $2 million for DWR’s Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply 

Assistance Program.  This funding is in addition to funding approved 

from the general water bucket, which together provided over $6.1 

million for the program.  Over $4 million has been expended to date. 

 

8. Identify and justify the need for any one-time funding being 

requested/recommended. 

• One-time funding of $77,869,696 for state owned water projects. 

• One-time funding of $212 million for water project grants for the buckets. 

• One-time funding of $5 million for discretionary funding for flexibility to provide 

additional funding either in the buckets, unaccounted for events such as 

flooding, and to address unknown costs associated with the Department’s 

move from the State Office Building to the Bank of North Dakota. 

• One-time funding of $1,532,980 for IT standardization, applications, and 

security. 

• One-time funding of $1.8 million to replace the original Bowman radar system 

to provide enhanced surveillance and ensure the capability of continual 

operations long into the future. The Bowman radar has filled a gap in radar 

coverage in southwest North Dakota since first being deployed in 1997, using 

1970s equipment.  

• One-time funding of $1.8 million to replace DWR’s 15-year-old drill rig with a 

top-head drive drilling rig that provides finer control over the drilling operation 

and safety features that are superior to the current drill rig. 

• One-time funding of $200,000 for office modifications due to the DWR being 

required to evacuate the State Office Building due to environmental hazards. 

• One-time funding of $750,000 for Airborne Electromagnetic Surveying (AEM) 

to expand use of AEM technology to better understand the extent and 

availability of ground water, particularly in glaciated regions - at a fraction of 

the cost of traditional methods. 

• One-time funding of $298,180 for inflationary increases related to motor pool 

rates of $118,180 and drilling supplies of $180,000. 
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• One-time funding of $180,000 to support a study involving navigability 

determinations for the Red, Missouri, Yellowstone, Bois de Sioux, and Mouse 

Rivers, and Upper Des Lacs Lake as directed by HB 1202 (66th Legislative 

Assembly). Due to staff time limitations, little movement has been achieved 

on this effort since 2019.  

• One-time funding of $72,665 for scientific software. 

• One-time funding of $19,320 to provide computers and other necessary 

equipment for 3 new FTE positions. 

 

9. Discuss agency collections that are deposited in the general fund or special fund, 

and any anticipated changes from 2021 legislative session estimates during the 

2021-2023 biennium and estimated changes for the 2023-2025 biennium. 

We have very minimal deposits going into the General Fund.  They include open 

records requests, land lease revenue, water report late fees, and illegal water usage 

fees.   The main Special Fund deposits are from the Resource Trust Fund.  This 

makes up 93% of our revenue.  Other Special Fund deposits include SWPP capital 

repayments, NAWS payments from the City of Minot, payments from counties for 

cloud seeding, and CD interest. 

 

10. Discuss the need for any other sections that are included or are 

requested/recommended to be included in the agency appropriation bill. 

• Additional income appropriation section for additional amounts in the 

resources trust fund for defraying the expenses of the Department. 

• Exemption section providing authority to carryover funding related to water 

projects. As of when the budget was developed and submitted to the OMB, 

carryover was estimated to be roughly $237 million but we anticipate the 

range could be between $240 million and $320 million. Carryover will need to 

be adjusted as we get closer to the end of session as approvals during 

session impact the estimate. 
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• A section appropriating $30 million from the Water Project Stabilization Fund 

to the DWR for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the Bank of 

North Dakota to the Western Area Water Supply Authority. 

• A section identifying the purpose of the discretionary funds to be used for 

water project grants and capital assets. 

• A section providing authority for line item transfers. Due to the fact the DWR 

has state owned projects which require expenditures from both capital assets 

and operating expenses, line item transfer authority between those two line 

items would ensure we can shift funding when needed for payments to 

engineers and other consultants for those projects. This would be similar to 

the transfers between line items the Department of Transportation makes for 

road projects. 

 

11. Discuss any other bills being considered by the Legislative Assembly and their 

potential budgetary impact on the agency. 

SB 2015: Relating to the Office of Management and Budget regarding internal equity 
and external market factor funding for agencies, of which the DWR would receive 
$645,000 along with funding of $451,000 to demolish the Office Building. 

SB 2097: Relating to wild and scenic river designations. 

HB 1070: Relating to the establishment and administration of a hazard mitigation 
revolving loan fund. 

HB 1072:  Relating to the powers and duties of the department of water resources; 
and to repeal section 61-04.1-35 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the 
required bond, cash, or negotiable securities required when bids are submitted to 
the atmospheric resources board. 

HB 1073: Relating to the department of water resources authority to require 
operating plans for dams. 

HB 1074: Relating to informational hearings for water permit applications. 

HB 1075: Relating to comments on the cancellation of water rights; and to amend 
and reenact sections 61-04-24 and 61-04-25 of the North Dakota Century Code, 
relating to the notice and hearing process for the cancellation of water rights. 

https://www.ndlegis.gov/assembly/68-2023/regular/bill-overview/bo2015.html?bill_year=2023&bill_number=2015
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo2097.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7C8dea0e3ad1374b54776208dae9c69338%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638079336322291483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qel9Uzcq5jysXC5F5qJeihC1CvqQOeYq8%2BN6%2BLVdj1U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1070.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EHlyvN1ucKG8RGDPENmneDz1CxvKHEUwwiNKr%2F%2B1LU4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1072.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uoRvqXbk13zIuHc1iNbn%2B4yPFyu72w9yvlZnNKeW1iQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1073.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1WNRjXnMHJnnKllSWU7WMympz4D%2F1HNZLv6iH0lWgGw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1074.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MM1wCv7uvDPUUINzcKsaT3wkDlZuKlMPGkFaZyxeOYE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1075.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yT%2BVSlFHz%2BjG4LcScuYlAxVJ6tOwj9Ci2jdrlMgr%2B3k%3D&reserved=0
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HB 1076:  Relating to the department of water resources authority regarding water 
permit thresholds for dikes, dams, and other devices; and to provide a penalty. 

HB 1077:  Relating to water storage contracts. 

 
12. Provide a one-page itemized listing of the changes your agency is requesting the 

committee to make to the executive recommendation. 

We are not requesting any adjustments to the Executive recommendation. 

 

13. Provide a comparison of your agency’s optional adjustment requests to those 

recommended in the executive budget. 

We support the Executive budget recommendation. 

 

14. Identify the purpose and amount of federal state fiscal recovery funding 

appropriated to your agency during the November 2021 special legislative 

session, the amount of funds spent to date, the timeline for obligating and 

spending the remaining funds, and any amounts that will not be obligated by 

December 2024.  

The DWR was appropriated $75 million from the State Fiscal Recovery Fund as 

authorized by SB 2345 during the 2021 special session for water infrastructure 

projects. This funding was to be expended before funds from the resources trust 

fund when possible. The DWR anticipates carryover of roughly $13 million. 

 

15. Identify the amount of federal funding available to your agency for the 2023-

25 biennium, the purpose of the funding, federal deadlines for spending the 

funds, and your agency's plan for spending the funds. 

The department’s budget includes federal funding of $36,053,261 as follows: 

• MR&I funding of $25,008,161 for construction of NAWS. There is no deadline 

for spending. 

• Dam safety funding of $295,267 

• Water Education Today (WET) non-point source program $340,324 

• FEMA Cooperating Technical Partners funding of $438,252 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1076.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eKlUyhewrNmalE1ypP6ef1RmhwPEqHQs3pmjHNJ1Z7A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1077.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hZmQ5b6K9WXk1xQxQAo9lfcXHVclTQQp3qnOafPzMRY%3D&reserved=0
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• FEMA Risk Mapping, Assessment, and Planning funding of $7,946,168 

• FEMA Community Assistance Program – State Support Services Element 

funding of $275,089 

• Weather modification research and development federal authority of 

$1,500,000 for research grants that may become available. 

• USGS national grants of $250,000, which is a pass-through grant. 

 

16. Provide additional information as necessary. 

Each biennium, the DWR completes a Water Development Plan to provide an 

overview of North Dakota’s ongoing and anticipated water development projects 

across the state.  In the past, DWR has produced and printed that information in a 

detailed Water Development Plan. For the 2023-2025 biennium, DWR and the State 

Water Commission are providing that same information electronically through a 

Water Development Plan Dashboard (Dashboard) - along with highlights in a printed 

Executive Summary that has been provided for your reference. 

 

The Water Development Plan Executive Summary outlines funding 

recommendations for critical water supply, flood protection, and other general water 

management projects; a prioritized summary of water development financial needs 

that were collected directly from project sponsors; and summaries of revenue 

streams that support projects. In addition to the aforementioned information, the 

Dashboard includes large project overviews (that have also been included in your 

packets), long-term funding needs, aging water supply infrastructure survey results, 

current purpose funding tracking, and more.  To see all of the information that’s 

available on the Dashboard, go to our homepage at www.dwr.nd.gov and click on 

the Water Development Plan Dashboard link.    

 

Overall, the Department continues to work towards improving agency 

responsiveness and efficiencies; advancing innovative ideas and technology; 

supporting the development of critical water infrastructure; and prioritizing workforce 

enhancement, retention of talent, recruiting and mentoring.  

http://www.dwr.nd.gov/
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Mr. Chairman, this concludes our agency overview and testimony relative to Senate 

Bill 2020.  If there are any questions from you or other committee members, I will try 

to answer them at this time.   
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ATTACHMENTS 

 

1. State Water Commission and Department of Water Resources Organizational 

Chart 

2. 2023-2025 State Water Commission and Department of Water Resources 

Five Year Strategic Plan Executive Summary 

3. One-page overviews of requested FTE 

4. 2023 Water Development Plan Executive Summary 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
DIVISION 

CHRIS KADRMAS 
FTE:4 

DARIN LANGERUD 
FTE:4 

OFFlCEOFTHEGOVERNOR 

GOVERNOR DOUG BURGUM 

WATER COMMISSION N.D.C.C. 61-02 

GOVERNOR DOUG BURGUM 
Chairman 

(8) APPOINTED MEMBERS 

AGRICULTURE COMMISSIONER 
DOUG GOEHRING 

ANDREA TRAVNICEK, PH.D. 

Secretory 

PATRICK FRIDGEN 
FTE: 12 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

ANDREA TRAVNICEK, PH.D. 

Director 

JOHN PACZKOWSKI, P.E., CFM 

State Engineer 

ABBY EBACH 
Directorof Public Policy 

CHERYL FITZGERALD 

Administrative Officer 

REGULATORY 
DIVISION 

WATER APPROPRIATION 
DIVISION 

AARON CARRANZA, P.E., CFM 
FTE: 15 

CHRIS BADER 
FTE: 32 

SINDHUJA S. PILLAI
GRINOLDS, P.E. 

FTE: 21 



P U R P O S E 

B AC KG R O U N D

DWR developed a five-year strategic plan to guide the deployment of resources 
toward key objectives, goals, and tactics that will remain a focus from July 1, 2022 
through June 30, 2027. This plan is also intended to help create awareness among the 
public and stakeholders about DWR priorities. 

The North Dakota Department of Water Resources (DWR) was created in 2021 
by legislative action through House Bill 1353. DWR was previously called the 
State Water Commission, which itself was created by legislative action in 1937 for 
the specific purpose of fostering and promoting water resources development 
throughout the state. The 2021 legislation also moved functions of the Office of 
the State Engineer (OSE) within the DWR, and allows the Governor to appoint a 
DWR Director subject to approval by the State Water Commission.  

DWR has the authority to investigate, plan, construct, regulate, provide water 
appropriations, develop water-related projects, and serves as a mechanism 
to financially support those efforts throughout North Dakota. There are 
currently six divisions that make up the DWR: Administration, Atmospheric 
Resources, Planning and Education, Regulatory, Water Appropriation, and Water 
Development.  

In developing this plan, DWR commissioned a third-party vendor, Odney 
Inc., to engage DWR team members and stakeholders to gather input for the 
development of objectives, goals, tactics, and metrics.  

Surveys 
Completed

Personal 
Interviews

Focus 
Groups

5-YE AR STR ATEGIC PL AN
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURC ES

E XECUTIVE SUMMARY July 1, 2022 Through June 30, 2027  |  www.dwr.nd.gov

116

77

2



Improve the department’s internal resilience and promote a positive 
culture.5

Implement innovative ideas, technology, and grow analytic capabilities 
to improve efficiencies in water management and development.  4

Support beneficial use of Missouri River system water and other available 
water supply sources. 3

Develop world-class, sustainable, and resilient water development and 
management practices. 2

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

The Department of Water 
Resources values fairness, 
objectivity, accountability, 
responsiveness, engagement, 
and credibility. We pledge to 
use professional and scientific 
methods to maintain the high-
est of standards in our delivery 

of services. 

The Department of Water 
Resources will sustainably 
manage and develop North 
Dakota’s water resources for 
the health, safety, and pros-
perity of its people, businesses, 
agriculture, energy, indus-
try, recreation, and natural 

resources. 

To responsibly manage 
North Dakota’s water 
needs and risks for the 

people’s benefit. 

The DWR Strategic Plan furthers the implementation of Governor Doug Burgum’s 
strategic initiatives: Main Street Initiative; Tribal Engagement; Reinventing Government; 
Behavioral Health and Addiction; and Transforming Education.

The DWR Strategic Plan outlines five key overarching objectives to be accomplished with establishment of 
goals and tactics for each objective. 

Effectively communicate with the public and stakeholders with a 
primary focus on collaboration and building partnerships. 

VALUES STATEMENT VISION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES

OBJECTIVES

1

NORTH 

Dakota I Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 



Temporary Water Permit Application Requests 

Conditional Permits Issued Per Year, But 72 Are Received 
(Avg. 2000-Present) - Resulting In Growing Backlog

Volume Of Water Requested 

Current Conditional Permit Backlog

The Water Appropriation Division (WAD) is experiencing an unprecedented backlog of work that is adversely impacting the ability 
of the division to respond to permit application requests and other permitting processes tied to the management of North Dakota’s 
water resources. Historically, there has always been some variation in workload within the division, but over the past 10 years, 
there have been significant increases in the tasks that are clearly not cyclical and there are no indications that this will be mitigated 
moving forward without more staff resources to address increased workload. 

The increased workload can be tied to three independent drivers that 
have resulted in notable changes to division work processes, workflow, 
and workload. These include the following: 

• Industrial Oil Field Production (Hydraulic Fracturing)

• Performance Audit

• Maturity of North Dakota Ground and Surface Water Systems

Hydraulic fracturing has profoundly changed the landscape, 
economics, and water demands in western North Dakota. Hydraulic 
fracturing requires substantial volumes of fresh water, and the 
associated demand for water in western North Dakota to facilitate 
the growth and expansion of the Bakken has placed overwhelming 
demands on WAD staff. The nature and the type of use related to 
delivering water for the development of the Bakken play has led to 
considerable increases in the number of Conditional and Temporary 
Permit applications as well as exceptional increases in the quantity of 
water that is requested. 

WATER APPROPRIATION DIVISION 

Why An FTE Is Necessary
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Locations Measured Using PRESENS

Average Cost Per Unit ~
$450 - $2,000 (Sensor Dependent)

Units By 2025
(18 Million Measurements/Year)

Less Staff Visits at PRESENS Sites
VS Non-PRESENS Sites

PRESENS can perform real-time measurements 
beyond what any number of personnel could 
accomplish, including data not previously 
collected such as temperature and barometric 
pressure.

DWR has always been a leader in data collection related to water 
resources, but has not had near real-time access to its data sources. The 
PRESENS (Pushing REmote SENSors) datalogger was designed in-house 
to fill that gap and provides near real time data so decisions and actions 
can be made based on current data. The PRESENS program was created 
by leveraging the talent of internal staff with the scientific background 
and knowledge of data needs of the DWR. The PRESENS program so far 
has been a resounding success. It has proven to be more valuable than 
originally hoped as staff have continued to adapt PRESENS to record 
new data, such as precipitation, soil temperature, and soil moisture. 
The program currently is in its infancy and is now ready to move into 
production. 

Reprogrammed staff have been responsible for picking up the 
extra work associated with developing and managing the PRESENS 
program. To add more devices and to move the PRESENS program 
into a production system, an additional FTE devoted to PRESENS is 
required. 

PRESENS is a game-changing technology in 
environmental data collection that is the envy 
of other states and provinces. 

Natural Resources Services 
(PRESENS) 1 FTEDATA & TECHNIC AL SERVICES DIVISION 

Why An FTE Is Necessary

Goal Is 2,000 PRESENS Units

Metrics

Other Considerations
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VS
1 Meas./Mo. 44,000 Meas./Mo.

75%

680

1 FTE 1 PRESENS

$1,200

368

1 Reprogramed FTE

0
100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800

20252024202320222021202020192018

PRESENS Deployed

Estimated PRESENS Deployed I 1: -
-

-

-
r7 00 

~ 
~ 

NORTH 

Dakota I Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 



Major flood control project reviews
since 2015, three of which are ongoing - 
ex. FM Diversion

Only known project-related inspection 
or field visit completed since 2019 due to 
prioritization of review backlog

Complaint appeals pending review
(the most complicated and time
intensive reviews averaging only
1.5 per year completed)

Unprecedented emergency drain permit 
applications in 2019 and 2020 flood 
fighting season, diverting other review 
priorities

In recent years, North Dakota’s water projects have increased in project 
complexity and project volume, which in part is correlated closely to 
the increased funding for flood control and surface water projects. 
Additionally, the litigious nature of water-related issues such as drainage 
and water resource board decisions has also increased, thereby 
increasing the complexity of reviews and lengthening review timelines. 
The DWR Engineering & Permitting Section (E&P) staff have been at the 
forefront of these increases, attempting to keep pace with incoming 
permit applications while still prioritizing permit reviews for construction 
season dependent projects.

• The E&P staff are unable to keep pace with the current trend in 
the complexity and volume of flood control and drainage project 
permit applications and complaint appeals.

• Major flood control projects, such as the Fargo-Moorhead 
Diversion Project and Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection 
Project as well as other flood control projects for Grafton, Valley 
City, and Lisbon entailed more complex reviews requiring more 
staff time, thereby shifting workload priorities away from a 
growing backlog.

• The functions of E&P are core agency functions that are required 
to be completed by Century Code and Administrative Code, 
requiring adequate resources to fulfill.

• Other priorities, such as project or site inspections, field visits, 
database improvement, and education and outreach, are not 
currently occurring due to limited staff availability.

Several attempts have been already made to harvest efficiencies 
with an existing E&P staff of 5 FTEs to process all applications, 
determinations, and appeals. These efforts already completed 
include leveraging of technology for electronic project 
management routing, reorganization of dam construction 
permits to the Dam Safety Section, and the publishing of 3 
new agency policies that address common litigious issues with 
drainage and construction permitting, thereby streamlining 
aspects of the drain permitting and construction permitting 
processes. While these attempts were successful to some degree, 
incoming, time-sensitive applications take priority at the expense 
of a growing review backlog and other priorities.

REGUL ATORY DIV IS ION

Why An FTE Is Necessary

Metrics

Goals For Reviews Continue To Fall Short

Other Considerations

Trends In Applications And Reviews 
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Permitting Engineer
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Work Load 
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Processing Time
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Permits 3 - 4 months
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$605M8

2
0
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WATER DE VELOPMENT PL AN

STATE OWNED
PROJECTS

FLOOD
CONTROL

GENERAL
WATER

WATER
SUPPLY

RURAL
WATER DISCRETIONARY

WATER DEVELOPMENT
GOALS & PRIORITIES

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

$1.7B419
Project Forms 

Submitted
Executive 

Purpose Funding 
Recommendation

Commissioner 
Hosted Basin 

Meetings

Total Needs 
Identified

Those involved in water project development know that existing projects 
evolve, and new projects are continuously being considered by local water 
managers. For that reason, it is necessary for the state to assemble updated 
water project information on a biennial basis to coincide with the state’s budget 
cycles. In the past, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) has produced 
and printed that information in a detailed Water Development Plan. Today, 
DWR and the State Water Commission are providing that same information 
electronically through a Water Development Plan Dashboard (Dashboard) - 
along with highlights included in this printed Executive Summary. 

The following information outlines funding recommendations for critical 
water supply, flood protection, and other general water management proj-
ects; a prioritized summary of water development financial needs that were 
collected directly from project sponsors; and summaries of revenue streams 
that support projects. In addition to the aforementioned information, the 
Dashboard includes large project overviews, long-term funding needs, aging 
water supply infrastructure survey results, current purpose funding tracking, 
and more!

GOAL 1
Improve resiliency and protect North Dakota’s 
citizens and economy from negative water-re-
lated impacts.

GOAL 2
Improve resiliency and provide safe and reliable 
water supplies for the health and prosperity of 
North Dakota’s citizens and economy.

Each Goal has associated high priority initiatives that 
can be viewed on the Dashboard.

the 
Dashboard!

www.dwr.nd.gov

CHECK
OUT

$167.6M $5M$12.4M$115M $270M $35M

Mouse River: $76.1M
Valley City: $13.2M

WAWS: $46M

SWPP: $131.6M

Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) | Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) | Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) | Western Area Water Supply (WAWS)

Mandan: $11.6M
RRVWSP: $170M

NAWS: $36M
Other: $14.1M

Other: $54M

2023-2025 DWR PROJECT & PURPOSE FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS



PROJECT PURPOSES

WATER DEVELOPMENT PLAN INVENTORY PROJECT NEEDS

DESCRIPTION OF FINANCIAL NEED: 2023-2025High
Priority

Moderate
Priority

Low
Priority

Flood Control (Total = $210M) $120.4 $47.2 $42.4 Heart River Flood Control (Mandan), Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection, Other Flood Control, Valley City Permanent Flood 
Protection, and Water Conveyance.

F-M Area Diversion - - - Total state commitment of $850M addressed during 2021 Legislative session with $435.5M provided through HB 1431. 

Mandan Flood Risk Reduction $11.6 - - Floodwall replacement, levee raises, and interior drainage improvements.

Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection $76.1 - - Funding scenario based on $76.1M over 5 biennia. Includes property acquisitions in Minot and rural areas, additional levee design, 
and construction on the Maple Diversion and in-town levees.    

Other Flood Control $19.5 $0.7 $0.2 Community flood protection projects, levee certifications, flood reduction studies, and rural ring dikes.

Valley City Permanent Flood Protection $13.2 - - Phase 6 - Permanent concrete flood walls, removable flood walls, clay levees, storm water pump stations, and bioengineered 
stream bank restorations.

Water Conveyance $0.0 $46.5 $42.2 New drainage, drainage improvements, bank stabilizations, and snagging and clearing.

General Water Management (Total = $48.1M) $2.5 $42.4 $3.2 Dam remediations, repurposing, rehabilitations, and repairs; irrigation; watershed plans; and water retention and detention.

Rural Water Supply (Total = $109.7M) $13.7 $18.8 $77.2 Community regionalizations, system expansions, storage improvements, transmission line installations, and water treatment plant 
(WTP) improvements.

Water Supply (Total = $679.9M) $467.9 $1.6 $210.4 Municipal water supply projects, Northwest Area Water Supply, Red River Valley Water Supply, Southwest Pipeline Project, and 
Western Area Water Supply.

Municipal Water Supply $0.0 $1.6 $210.4 Water distribution, storage, and treatment expansions; improvements; and replacements.

Northwest Area Water Supply $36.0 - - Intake Contract II, Bottineau and Souris Reservoirs and Pump Stations, In-line Booster Pump Stations, Minot WTP Phase III, Raw 
Water Line Initialization, and Biota WTP Phase II.

Red River Valley Water Supply $254.3 - - Pipeline construction, Eastern North Dakota Alternative Water Supply design, McClusky Canal Intake preliminary design, and Biota 
WTP and Main Pump Station design. 

Southwest Pipeline Project $131.6 - - Strategic hydraulic improvements, WTP expansion, rural service additions, and DWR operations.

Western Area Water Supply $46.0 - - Rural water service area expansions to new users and Williston WTP expansion.

TOTAL ($1.05B) $605 $110 $333

2023-2025 PROJECT FINANCIAL  NEEDS SUMMARY
(EST IMATED DWR SHARE)



RESOURCES TRUST FUND - State funding provided through DWR for water development has historically come from several sources including the General 
Fund, Resources Trust Fund (RTF), and Water Development Trust Fund. Today, the primary source of funding is the RTF.  The RTF is funded with 20.5 
percent of revenues from the oil extraction tax. 

* Created by SB 2345 during the 2021 Special Legislative Session. Funded with Resources Trust Fund revenues from oil extraction taxes that
 surpass budget projections.

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR
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C O N TAC T  U S
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$392.3 Million

$148.4 Million
Over Projection

$321 Million

Projected Revenue

Actual Revenue

2021-2023 RESOURCES TRUST FUND REVENUE TRACKING

Special
Funds

Water Projects 
Stabilization Fund*

Executive Budget Recommendation

$485M $120M $605M
TOTAL+ =

2023-2025 PROJECTED 
REVENUE TO SUPPORT 

PURPOSE FUNDING 
RECOMMENDATIONS
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MISSION
To responsibly manage 
North Dakota’s water 
needs and risks for the 
people’s benefit.

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has several responsibilities on 
behalf of the people of North Dakota. DWR serves as the primary funding 
entity for critical water infrastructure; appropriates the state’s water resources; 
and is responsible for other water-related regulatory and management func-
tions that ensure public safety and support the long-term sustainability and 
beneficial use of North Dakota’s water resources.

Department of Water 
Resources Full Time
Equivalents (FTE)

Groundwater Monitoring 
Wells

PRESENS (Pushing REmote 
SENSors) Real-Time Envi-
ronmental Data Loggers 
Have Collected Measure-
ments

For Water Supply, Flood 
Protection & Other Water 
Projects (21-23 Biennium)

Proposed For Water 
Supply, Flood Protection 
& Other Water Projects 
(23-25 Biennium)

Average Increase In 
Temporary Water Permit 
Applications Annually - 
Last 10 Years

92

7,500+

360+

$549M

$605M

250%

WHO WE SERVEDWR FACTS

Water Users
Citizens, businesses, and public water systems who require 
permits to put ND’s water resources to beneficial use.

Agricultural Producers
Livestock producers and farmers who are mitigating impacts 
from drought, are irrigators, or benefit from hail suppression 
and rainfall enhancement.

Water Project Sponsors
Cities, rural and regional water systems, water boards, irrigation 
districts, or other political subdivisions that cost-share with DWR 
to develop water projects, or require permits.

General Public/Students/Teachers
Anyone interested in learning more about ND’s water resources, 
permitting through DWR, or floodplain management.

Water-Related Data Users
Water managers, consultants, water resource professionals, 
surveyors, and the general public who are seeking water, land, 
survey, elevation, and weather-related data.

Government Officials
Federal, state, and local government agencies; Congressionals; 
Legislators; Tribes; and Governor’s Office - who cooperate to 
improve water management and development.

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES & WATER COMMISSION 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

#12931
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WHAT WE DO | DWR DIVISIONS
CONTACT US

DWR DIRECTOR

Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D., Director
atravnicek@nd.gov | 701-328-4942

ATMOSPHERIC RESOURCES

Darin Langerud, Director
dlangerud@nd.gov | 701-328-4751

WATER APPROPRIATION

Chris Bader, Director
cbader@nd.gov | 701-328-4771

STATE ENGINEER

John Paczkowski, P.E., State Engineer
jpaczkowski@nd.gov | 701-328-4940

PLANNING & EDUCATION

Patrick Fridgen, Director
pfridgen@nd.gov | 701-328-4964

WATER DEVELOPMENT

Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, Director
spillai@nd.gov | 701-328-4954

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Chris Kadrmas, Director
ckadrmas@nd.gov | 701-328-1956

REGULATORY

Aaron Carranza, P.E., Director
acarranza@nd.gov | 701-328-4813

The Director is appointed by the 
governor, serves as a Cabinet 
member, provides overall lead-
ership and decision-making, and 
oversees the State Engineer and 
DWR team members.

Cloud Modification Program, 
weather research, data collection, 
licenses and permits, and radar 
operations.

Water rights, water permit-
ting, ground and surface water 
management, subsurface explo-
ration, and water resource inves-
tigations.

ND’s State Engineer is responsible 
for several regulatory functions 
and responsibilities, including 
allocation of the state’s waters, 
dam safety, and drainage.

Water Development Plan, media 
relations, public outreach and 
education, Livestock Water 
Supply Program, Cost-Share 
Program, and MR&I Program.

Investigations and surveying, 
construction operations, South-
west Pipeline, Northwest Area 
Water Supply, Red River office, 
and Devils Lake outlet opera-
tions.

General support, records 
management, human resources, 
and accounting, including 
financial reporting, audits, and 
processing payments.

Construction and drainage 
permits, sovereign lands, dam 
safety, floodplain management, 
and Silver Jackets.

The Water Commission consists 
of the Governor as chairman, the 
Commissioner of Agriculture, 
and eight members represent-
ing major drainage basins who 
are appointed by the Governor 
to serve terms of six years each.  
The primary function of the Water 
Commission is to review and 
consider cost-share requests from 
project sponsors seeking financial 
assistance from the Department of 
Water Resources.  Water Commis-
sion members meet on a monthly 
basis. The Director serves as Secre-
tary to the Water Commission.

WATER COMMISSION

Scan to 
view Water 

Commission 
Members



DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES WORKFORCE

WHAT WE’RE ABOUT

CURRENT AGENCY TEAM MEMBER STATS

ADDRESSING SALARY CHALLENGES FOR OUR TEAM MEMBERS

WHAT HAPPENS IF WE CAN’T EFFECTIVELY DO OUR JOB…

Result
Cost-share support for flood 
protection, water supplies, and 
other water development projects 
would be stalled.

Result
Water permit requests for drinking 
water, agriculture, and industrial 
development will be delayed.

Result
Regulatory functions designed to 
protect citizens and infrastructure 
from negative water-related events 
(i.e. flooding and dam failures) could 
be impacted.

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has several responsibilities on behalf of the people of North Dakota that 
make the agency and its workforce unique. DWR serves as the primary funding entity for critical water infrastructure; 
appropriates the state’s water resources; and is responsible for other water-related regulatory and management functions 
that ensure public safety and support the long-term sustainability and beneficial use of North Dakota’s water resources.

DECEMBER 2022

Full-Time Team 
Members

Avg. Years of Service

$645K

Average Age

Median Annual Salary

Number of Vacancies

Retirement Eligible  

92

12

41

$72K

2

15

DWR SUPPORTS
S E N A T E  B I L L  2 0 1 5

Recommended to address 
internal equity and external 

market factors that affect 
existing team members. This 

would assist with reducing 
turn-over and would 

support competitive pay and 
compression adjustments.

E X AMPLE
Hydrologist Positions Are 22% Below Private Sector.

22%
HYDROLOGIST POSITIONS



TECHNICAL POSITION APPLICANTS PER POSITION - LAST 10 YEARS

COST OF TURNOVER

WORKFORCE COMPETITION

22.6% TURNOVER IN 2022

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Technical Position Openings Applicants/Vacancy

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

202220212020201920182017201620152014

To properly function, DWR requires highly specialized and technical skillsets related 
to engineering, hydrology, planning, and finance, as examples. Productive team 
members must then apply all of these principles, and others, to water resource 
management. When hiring there is a loss of productivity across the team. Besides 
hiring and on-boarding costs, each new hire has a 6 to 24 month learning curve 
before less supervision is necessary. During this time, the development of each 
employee impacts other productive team members, and increases time demands 
by managers and other coworkers - thus reducing team production. Further 
exacerbating the cost of turnover is the loss of recently trained employees who 
leverage the state’s investment in their professional development and pursue 
similar yet higher paying employment with the private sector or other government 
agencies with their newly-attained knowledge, skills, and professional licenses.

Engineering & Environmental 
Services Firms

Other States (Similar Agencies)

Federal Government

Fossil Fuel Industries

NORTH 
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 2023-2025 OPTIONAL REQUESTS

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES STAFF

TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION

DECEMBER 2022

The following is a summary of optional requests included in the 2023-2025 Executive Budget recommendation. More detailed 
descriptions are available through the Budget Development Tracking System or by contacting DWR staff (see below).

$773,062 $61,609$80,000$170,000
3 FULL TIME 

EQUIVALENTS (FTE)
FULL TIME

TEMP BENEFITS
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

1 FULL TIME TEMP

To significantly reduce 
delays so constituents 

receive permits and 
water appropriations in 

a timelier manner. 

 » Regulatory Division

 » Water Appropriation

 » PRESENS   
System Support

To provide a full benefits 
package to DWR’s 

Silver Jackets Program 
Coordinator - who 

for years has been a 
long-term temporary 

employee.

To support mentoring 
and training of water 
appropriation staff in 
positions that require 

high levels of technical 
expertise, and that 

in recent years have 
experienced high 

turnover rates.

Northwest Area Water 
Supply (NAWS) - To 
ensure streamlined 

operation of the NAWS 
system as DWR works 
to partner with Minot 
in operating the biota 
water treatment plant 

and completing projects 
necessary to receive and 

distribute water from 
Lake Sakakawea.

IT STANDARDIZATION, APPLICATIONS & SECURITY
To consolidate and standardize IT services under one umbrella, and to support ongoing costs for services and 
management to include: file services, computational infrastructure for scientific applications, big data development/
production for various data types, big data administrative costs, costs associated with additional FTE for ITD, ITD business 
analysis, ITD project management, and ITD project oversight.

$5,615,764

PRESENS (PUSHING REMOTE SENSORS) INSTALLATIONS & TEMP SALARIES
To expand the PRESENS footprint and data collection types/sensors to improve forecasting, modeling, and overall water 
management - at a fraction of the cost of traditional data collection methods. 

$1,572,800

AEM (AIRBORNE ELECTROMAGNETIC SURVEYS)
To expand use of AEM technology to better understand the extent and availability of ground water, particularly in 
glaciated regions - at a fraction of the cost of traditional methods. 

$750,000

GROUNDWATER MODELING & HYDROLOGIC ANALYSIS SOFTWARE
To acquire advanced software for purposes of performing many of the scientific analytical functions and related modeling 
activities in support of DWR’s water appropriation responsibilities.

$94,665



INFLATIONARY COST INCREASES

EQUIPMENT & OFFICE
BOWMAN RADAR
To replace the original Bowman radar system to provide enhanced surveillance and ensure 
the capability of continual operations long into the future. The Bowman radar has filled a gap 
in radar coverage in southwest North Dakota since 1997 - using 1970s equipment.

DRILLING RIG
To replace DWR’s 15-year old drill rig with a top-head drive drilling rig that provides finer 
control over the drilling operation and safety features that are superior to the current drill rig. 

OFFICE MODIFICATIONS
DWR was required to evacuate the State Office Building due to environmental hazards. 
Funding is requested to address office modifications that may be necessary at the agency’s 
current long-term, yet potentially temporary location. 

Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D.  |  Director

Chris Kadrmas  |  Director of Admin.

atravnicek@nd.gov  |  701.328.4942

ckadrmas@nd.gov  |  701.328.1956

C O N TAC T  U S

FEDERAL FUNDING AUTHORITY STUDY/ANALYSIS

$100,000 $180,000

To address federal spending authority increase 
projections related to RiskMAP. RiskMAP was 
developed in-house and allows users to zoom in 
and visually display current flood risks.

To support a study involving navigability 
determinations for the Red, Missouri, Yellowstone, 
Bois de Sioux, and Mouse Rivers, and Upper Des 
Lacs Lake as directed by HB 1202 (66th Legislative 
Assembly). Due to staff time limitations, little 
movement has been achieved on this effort since 
2019.

ND RISKMAP
(RISK ASSESSMENT MAPSERVICE)

NAVIGABILITY STUDY

$1,800,000

$1,800,000

$200,000

$118,180 $180,00

MOTOR POOL RATE INCREASES DRILLING SUPPLY
COST INCREASESTo address inflation impacting 

current travel expenses. Motor Pool 
announced increased rates moving 
forward that represent an average 
increase across the vehicle fleet of 

10% and 15%.

To maintain ongoing drilling 
operations and to account for 

increasing costs related to drilling 
mud, cement, and PVC pipe. 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

NORTH 
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
Developed as a response to the 1997 flood, the Fargo-Moorhead Area Diversion Project 
(FMADP) aims to reduce flood risk to the cities and townships that make up the metro-
politan area of Fargo-Moorhead. The FMADP provides flood risk reduction from the 
Red River and its North Dakota tributaries, including the Wild Rice, Sheyenne, Maple, 
Rush, and Lower Rush Rivers. The project has four major elements, which include (i) the 
in-town levee system, (ii) the diversion channel, (iii) the southern embankment, and 
(iv) mitigation projects. When complete, the FMADP will provide flood protection for 
approximately 235,000 people.

LOCAL SPONSOR
The communities of Fargo and Moorhead, along with Cass County, Clay County, and 
the Cass County Joint Water Resource District, have signed a joint powers agreement, 
which created the Metro Flood Diversion Authority (MFDA). Its purpose has been to 
work with the US Army Corps of Engineers to build, finance, operate, and maintain a 
comprehensive project to provide the Fargo-Moorhead metro area with permanent 
flood protection from the Red River and its tributaries. The MFDA has developed a 
comprehensive and prudent financial model in which local dollars are contributed via 
local and city sales taxes. Voters approved three half-cent sales taxes to be extended 
through 2084 to cover the local share.

FARGO -MOORHE AD
AREA DIVERSION PROJECT

HISTORIC FUNDING

$0
MILL ION

FULLY FUNDED

LOOKING AHEAD
20232025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

FLO OD PROT EC T ION

DIV ERSION CHANNEL
(30 Miles Long, 1,500 Feet Wide) 

ES T IMAT ED OPER AT IONAL

LEGISL AT IV E DIS T R IC TS
(10, 11, 13, 16, 21, 22, 27, 41, 44, 45, 46)

IN -TOWN PROT EC T ION

QUICK FAC TS

11

2027

YEAR

100

Local

State ND

State MN

Federal

$1.5B

23%
3%

Estimated
Total Project

$3.2B

47%

27%

$850M*

$86M

$750M
*Approx. 35% of non-federal funding

State funding of $414.5M was provided 
through the 2019-2021 biennium. 

During the 2021 Legislative Session HB 
1431 provided an additional $435.5M for 

a total state commitment of $850M. 

DECEMBER 2022

-0, 
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
The Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection Project (MREFPP) is designed to provide 
flood relief to Mouse River Valley residents - both urban and rural. The project was orig-
inally initiated by the State Water Commission in response to a request from the Souris 
River Joint Water Resource Board (SRJB) following the record-setting Mouse River flood 
of June 2011. That event brought a record flow of 27,400 cubic feet per second in Minot 
- impacting 4,700 residential, commercial, and public structures throughout the entire 
Mouse River loop. Ongoing phases of the MREFPP involve developing flood risk solu-
tions in the urbanized and rural portions of the basin.

LOCAL SPONSOR
The City of Minot remains the primary source for the local funding share with the SRJB 
also serving as a local sponsor. Presently, Minot is collecting a 0.7 percent sales tax for 
flood control, which is generating approximately $7 million per year. Discussions are 
ongoing to examine the possibilities associated with increasing revenues through addi-
tional sales taxes, property taxes, or other fees. The city also received Disaster Recovery 
Assistance from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and 
elected to utilize those funds for flood control acquisitions, as HUD funds may not be 
used for the construction of flood control features.

MOUSE R IVER ENHANCED
FLOOD PROTECTION PROJECT

PROJECTED COST SCHEDULES

$76.1
MILL ION

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST

LOOKING AHEAD
20232025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

COMBINED PROJEC TS
(Levees, Floodwalls, Diversion, Bridges, Etc.)

COUN T IES
(Renville, Ward, McHenry, & Bottineau)

LEGISL AT IV E DIS T R IC TS
(3, 5, 6, 4B, 38, 40)

ES T IMAT ED OPER AT IONAL

QUICK FAC TS

6

2035

4

26

TOTAL COST - 16 Year $1.28B

CURREN T DWR COS T-SHARE

65% 75%
Engineering

& Construction
Property

Acquisitions DECEMBER 2022

Biennial
State Funding Decreasing Consistent

2023-2025 $100M $76.1M

2025-2027 $76.1M $76.1M

2027-2029 $70M $76.1M

2029-2031 $66M $76.1M

2031-2033 $63.6M $76.1M

TOTAL $375.7M $380.5M

TOTAL COST - 10 Year $1.22B - 1.23B

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

Local

Local

State

State

Federal

Federal

$137M

$185M - $203M

$313M

$376M - $413M

$141M

$71M

_.J.1___l_l_J--7.. 

---,lc_J 
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BACKGROUND
AND PURPOSE
The purpose of the Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) project is to address 
long-standing water supply and poor water quality problems in northern North Dakota 
by delivering high quality Missouri River water to the region.  NAWS was authorized by 
the Garrison Diversion Reformulation Act of 1986 and the Dakota Water Resources Act of 
2000 under the Municipal, Rural, and Industrial (MR&I) Water Supply Program.  Construc-
tion of NAWS began in April 2002, with a main line and associated features being built 
between the City of Minot and Lake Sakakawea. Later in 2002, lawsuits were initiated, 
delaying the project for years. The District Court ruled in favor of the project in 2017, and 
that decision was upheld by the Appellate Court in 2019 - ending 17 years of litigation. 
Today, construction on the NAWS project is back underway, with interim water supplies 
provided by the City of Minot. Phase I of the Biota Water Treatment Plant is scheduled 
for completion in 2024, with overall project completion in 2029.

LOCAL SPONSOR
In 1991, the state passed into law a bill creating the NAWS Advisory Committee (includ-
ing one person representing Minot, water resource districts, State Water Commission 
(SWC), Turtle Mountain, rural water, other municipal, Garrison Diversion, and at-large), 
while giving the SWC the authority to construct, operate, and manage the project. The 
City of Minot has been funding the entire local share of the project to date through a 
1 percent city sales tax.

NORT HWES T ARE A
WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

SYS T EMS SERV ED

FU T URE WAT ER USERS
(10% OF ND POPULATION)

LEGISL AT IV E DIS T R IC TS
(2, 3, 4B, 5, 6, 38, 40)

MILES OF PIPE

QUICK FAC TS

7

267

81K

16
Local

State

Federal

$73M
52%

10%
66%

24% Estimated
Total Project

$421M

23%

25%

$79M

$163M

$106MEst. Remaining Funds
Local
State
Federal

$11M
$70M
$25M

CURREN T DWR COS T-SHARE

65%*
*Biota Water Treatment Plant -

100% Federal Funds JANUARY 2023

$36
MILL ION

LOOKING AHEAD
20232025 

Funding for Intake Contract 2, Bottineau 
and Souris reservoirs and pump stations, 

booster pump stations, Minot Water 
Treatment Plant (WTP) Phase III, raw water 

line, and Biota WTP Phase II design.  

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
The Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) began as a joint federal, state, and 
local effort to deliver high quality Missouri River water to the region. The Dakota Water 
Resources Act of 2000 authorized the project to provide a supplemental water source 
for improved drought resiliency for the Red River Valley. In 2013, it was clear the project 
would not receive federal approval. Today, the project continues with state and local 
sponsorship. RRVWSP will deliver Missouri River water to central and eastern North 
Dakota from south of Washburn to a discharge in the Sheyenne River. In conjunction, 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District and the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) 
are also pursuing the Eastern North Dakota Alternate Water Supply (ENDAWS), which 
would utilize the McClusky Canal as a water source.

LOCAL SPONSORS
The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District is made up of 28 member counties who 
each elect a citizen to serve on the board of directors. The principal mission of the orga-
nization is to provide a reliable, high quality, and affordable water supply to benefit the 
people of North Dakota.

In 2003, the North Dakota Legislature created LAWA to address future water needs in 
the Red River Valley. LAWA was further directed to develop a reliable supply of drinking 
water to central and eastern North Dakota. LAWA serves as the representative for RRVWSP 
water users, and is a cooperating entity with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District.

RED R IVER VALLE Y
WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

HISTORIC FUNDING PROJECTED COST SCHEDULES

FUTURE FUNDING

$170
MILL ION

LOOKING AHEAD
20232025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

T R ANSMISSION PIPELINE

CI T IES/RUR AL SYS T EMS
(50% Of ND Population)

MA X FLOW

QUICK FAC TS

23

30+

167

165

MILES

CFS

Local

State

$26M $1.79B

$117M
$1.74B

$1.7B

$1.41B

$1.4B

$1.3B

$1.18B-1.59BEst. Remaining Funds

Local
State

$302M-$407M
$877M-$1.19B

CURREN T DWR COS T-SHARE

75%

LEGISL AT IV E DIS T R IC TS
(6, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 
25, 27, 29, 33, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46)

RRVWSP - 10 Year

RRVWSP - 8 Year

RRVWSP - 6 Year

ENDAWS - 10 Year

ENDAWS - 8 Year

ENDAWS - 6 Year

DECEMBER 2022

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST
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BACKGROUND
AND PURPOSE
The purpose of the Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) is to address water quality and 
quantity issues in southwest North Dakota by delivering high quality Missouri River 
water to the region. Authorized by the North Dakota Legislature in 1981, the SWPP 
transports raw water from Lake Sakakawea to water treatment plants located at Dick-
inson and north of Zap where it is treated and delivered to the Project’s customers in 
southwest North Dakota and Perkins County, South Dakota. Since construction began 
in 1986, the Project now includes three water treatment plants, 35 pumping stations, 
31 water storage reservoirs, and over 5,000 miles of pipe. Future construction efforts 
will address ongoing growth in the region and connection of rural customers waiting 
for SWPP water.

LOCAL SPONSOR
The SWPP is funded and owned by the state of North Dakota and administered through 
the Department of Water Resources. In 1996, the operation and maintenance of the 
SWPP was transferred to the Southwest Water Authority (SWA), a political subdivision 
established by the Legislature. Capital repayment occurs through user fees.

SOU T HWES T
PIPELINE PROJECT

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

$131.6
MILL ION

LOOKING AHEAD
20232025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

WAT ER USERS
(7.4% OF ND POPULATION)

RUR AL CUS TOMERS

LEGISL AT IV E DIS T R IC TS
(26, 31, 33, 36, 37, 39)

COMMUNI T IES  SERV ED

QUICK FAC TS

6

33

7.4K

58K

Local

State*

Federal**

$1.5M 71%

<1%

100%

29%

Estimated
Total Project
$691.5M

$307M

$122M

$261MForeseeable Funding Needs

State $261M

DWR COS T-SHARE
100%

Funded by State of ND with local share paid 
through user fees, including capital repayment 
($89.9M), and replacement and extraordinary 

maintenance funds ($1.5M).

Funding for strategic hydraulic 
improvements, West Zone main transmission 
line improvements, an intake pump station, 

Burt Hebron Service Area expansion, 
Southwest Water Treatment Plant expansion, 

and agency operational costs.

JANUARY 2023

*Includes bonds ($6.1M), bond payoff ($18.3M), and 
State Fiscal Recovery Funds
** Municipal, Rural and Industrial (MR&I) Program; and 
USDA Rural Development

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
The Sheyenne River flows roughly 591 miles from central North Dakota, eventually 
meandering its way east to the Red River near Fargo. Valley City sits along the Sheyenne 
River, downstream of Baldhill Dam, which forms Lake Ashtabula. During a typical spring 
each year, the river swells from snow melt with water levels peaking around March and 
April, often creating flood conditions. After experiencing major flooding in 2009, 2010, 
and 2011, the cities of Valley City and Lisbon each decided to pursue permanent flood 
protection. Collectively known as the Sheyenne River Valley Flood Protection project, 
the City of Lisbon completed its flood protection in 2018. Valley City has completed 
phases I-III, with phase IV scheduled for 2024 and phase V anticipated for 2025. 

LOCAL SPONSOR
Through the State Water Commission’s Cost-Share Program, Valley City is receiving 
an elevated cost-share percentage due to past and potential future impacts caused 
by water releases from the Devils Lake outlets, which empty into the Sheyenne River.

VALLE Y CIT Y PERMANEN T 
FLOOD PROTECTION

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

$13.2
MILL ION

LOOKING AHEAD
20232025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

PROJEC T PHA SES

CLOMR COMPLE T ION
(Conditional Letter Of Map Revision)

LEGISL AT IV E DIS T R IC T
(24)

COMBINED PROT EC T ION
(Flood Walls, Earthen Levees, Pump 
Stations and Stream Bank Restoration)

QUICK FAC TS

1

2023

Local

State

$12.4M
20%

80%
80%

20%

Estimated
Total Project

$150M

$49.5M

$88.2MEst. Remaining Funds
Local
State

$17.6M
$70.6M

CURREN T DWR COS T-SHARE

8

80% 85%
Construction Engineering

DECEMBER 2022

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
The Western Area Water Supply (WAWS) project goal is to utilize Missouri River water, 
along with supplemental ground water, to meet the municipal, rural, and industrial 
water needs of counties in northwest North Dakota. Currently, the system supplies water 
to 70,000 water users in five counties: Burke, Divide, Mountrail, McKenzie and Williams. 
The system is expected to expand to 100,000 users by 2040.

LOCAL SPONSOR
In 2011, the North Dakota Legislature created the Western Area Water Supply Authority, 
(WAWSA) with the intent to develop the WAWS project to treat, store, and distribute 
water to northwestern North Dakota. As originally planned after the 2011 Legislative 
Assembly, the financial model for WAWS was to take advantage of the extensive regional 
growth that was taking place as a result of oil production, and fund the majority of the 
project by selling excess water to the energy industry. However, fluctuation in oil activity 
has caused WAWSA to revisit that funding model. The Legislature has responded with 
legislation that has allowed for the refinancing or restructuring of WAWSA debt. The 
Executive budget recommendation for the 2023-2025 biennium includes the addition 
of a section to SB 2020 that would appropriate $30 million from the Water Project 
Stabilization Fund for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the Bank of North 
Dakota to WAWSA.

WES T ERN ARE A
WATER SUPPLY

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

$46
MILL ION

LOOKING AHEAD
20232025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

COMMUNI T IES  SERV ED

WAT ER USERS
(9% OF ND POPULATION)

LEGISL AT IV E DIS T R IC TS
(1, 2, 4B, 23, 26)

RUR AL CONNEC T IONS

QUICK FAC TS

5

4K

70K

13
Local

State

$177M
58%

42%

72%

28%
Estimated

Total Project
$591M

$244M

$170MForeseeable Funding Needs

Local
State

$48M
$122M

CURREN T DWR COS T-SHARE

50%-75%
DECEMBER 2022

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST
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Divisions Within DWR Remain 
The Same Including:
 Administration
 Atmospheric Resources
 Planning & Education
 Regulatory
 Water Appropriation
 Water Development

ND CENTURY CODE TITLE 61

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION - HB 1353 RESTRUCTURED THE AGENCY AS THE DWR, 

APPOINTED A DIRECTOR, & MADE THE AGENCY A MEMBER OF THE GOVERNOR’S CABINET



To responsibly manage North Dakota’s water needs and risks for the people’s 
benefit.

MISSION

The Department of Water Resources will sustainably manage and develop North 
Dakota’s water resources for the health, safety, and prosperity of its people, 
businesses, agriculture, energy, industry, recreation, and natural resources.

VISION

MISSION, VISION, & VALUES
5-YEAR STRATEGIC  PL AN

The Department of Water Resources values fairness, objectivity, accountability, 
responsiveness, engagement, and credibility. We pledge to use professional and 
scientific methods to maintain the highest of standards in our delivery of services.

VALUES

<®> 



60 Million Acre-Feet Of Water Is Stored In Major Aquifers In ND
Over 7,000 River Miles Are In The State, Including Major Rivers & Tributaries

Seven Of NDs Largest Lakes & Reservoirs Cover 863,000 Acres

MANAGING NORTH DAKOTA’S WATER RESOURCES
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TOTAL FULL TIME 
EQUIVALENTS OF 92 

PERSONNEL

DWR ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
DIVISION 

CHRIS KADRMAS 
FTE:4 

DARIN LANGERUD 
FTE:4 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

GOVERNOR DOUG BURGUM 

WATER COMMISSION N.D.C.C. 61-02 

GOVERNOR DOUG BURGUM 
Chairman 

(8) APPOINTED MEMBERS 

AGRICULTURE COMMISSIONER 
DOUG GOEHRING 

ANDREA TRAVNICEK, PH.D. 
Secretary 

PATRICK FRIDGEN 
FTE: 12 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

ANDREA TRAVNICEK, PH.D. 
Director 

JOHN PACZKOWSKI, P.E. , CFM 
State Engineer 

ABBY EBACH 
Director of Public Policy 

CHERYL FITZGERALD 
Administrative Officer 

REGULATORY 
DIVISION 

WATER APPROPRIATION 
DIVISION 

AARON CARRANZA, P.E., CFM 
FTE: 15 

CHRIS BADER 
FTE:32 

SINDHUJA S. PILLAI
GRINOLDS, P.E. 

FTE: 21 



WORKFORCE
Asked For 3 FTE 
Approved By Emergency Commission
2 FTE + 1 Temp Approved By Budget Section
(March 2022)

TEAM
DWR

 Continued Challenges With Salary Equity

 22.6% Turnover In 2022 

 20 New Team Members Hired In 2022

 Cooperating With NDSU & Others To 
Guide Course & Curriculum Focus To Better 
Prepare Students

Water Appropriation   | Regulatory   | PRESENS

....... 
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WATER COMMISSION

Michael Anderson
Lower Red River Basin

April Walker
Upper Red River Basin

Connie Ova
James River Basin

Jay Volk
Lower Missouri River Basin

James Odermann
Little Missouri, Upper 

Heart, & Upper 
Cannonball River Basins

Gene Veeder
Upper Missouri River Basin

Jason Zimmerman
Mouse River Basin Richard Johnson

Devils Lake Basin

SWC Chair
Governor Burgum

Ag. Comm.
Goehring

April 
UpperllldRlvs 



DWR DIRECTOR & STATE ENGINEER

The Director is appointed by the 
governor, serves as a Cabinet 

member, provides overall leadership 
and decision-making, oversees the 

State Engineer and DWR team 
members, and serves as Secretary to 

the State Water Commission.

Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D., Director
atravnicek@nd.gov | 701-328-4942

D W R  D I R E C TO R

ND’s State Engineer is responsible 
for several regulatory functions 
and responsibilities, including 
allocation of the state’s waters, 

dam safety, and drainage.

John Paczkowski, P.E., State Engineer
jpaczkowski@nd.gov | 701-328-4940

S TAT E  E N G I N E E R



DWR DIVISIONS

General support, budget 
development, records management, 

human resources, State Water 
Commission meeting preparation, 

and accounting.

Chris Kadrmas, Director
ckadrmas@nd.gov | 701-328-1956

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Cloud Modification Program, 
atmospheric research, data 

collection, pilot intern 
program, licenses and permits, 

and radar operations.

Darin Langerud, Director
dlangerud@nd.gov | 701-328-4751

ATMOSPHERIC RESOURCES



DWR DIVISIONS

Water Development Plan, media 
relations, public outreach and 
education, Drought Livestock 

Water Supply Program, Cost-Share 
Program, and MR&I Program.

Patrick Fridgen, Director
pfridgen@nd.gov | 701-328-4964

PLANNING & EDUCATION

Construction and drainage 
permits, sovereign lands, dam 

safety, floodplain management, 
water resource district support, 

and Silver Jackets Program.

Aaron Carranza, P.E., Director
acarranza@nd.gov | 701-328-4813

REGULATORY



DWR DIVISIONS

Water rights permitting, 
ground and surface water 
management, subsurface 

exploration, PRESENS, data 
management, and water 
resource investigations.

Chris Bader, Director
cbader@nd.gov | 701-328-4771

WATER APPROPRIATION

Investigations and surveying, 
construction operations, flood 

response and recovery, Southwest 
Pipeline, Northwest Area Water 

Supply, Red River office, and Devils 
Lake outlet operations.

Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, Director
spillai@nd.gov | 701-328-4954

WATER DEVELOPMENT



DWR FUNCTIONS & RESPONSIBILITIES
Allocation Of The State’s Waters

Cost-Share Funding

Dam Safety

Drainage & Construction Permits

Drone Initiatives

Drought Livestock Program

Floodplain Management

Investigations & Surveys

LiDAR Collections

Map Services

North Dakota Cloud Modification Project

PRESENS

Sovereign Land Management

Water Project Development



September 2022

DEACTIVATION

DROUGHT DISASTER 
LIVESTOCK WATER SUPPLY 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

April 2021

ACTIVATION CURRENT

January 2023

None

D0 (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)

D2 (Severe Drought)

D3 (Extreme Drought)

D4 (Exceptional Drought)



NAWS UPDATE

Recently Completed
Service To Bottineau
Lansford Reservoir & Pump Station

Snake Creek Intake Modifications
Permitting & Awarded Contracts

Goal
Deliver Missouri Water - End Of 2024 

 Minot WTP Phase II

 Biota WTP Phase I

 South Prairie 
Reservoir & Hydraulic 
Control Structure

UNDER CONTRACT

2023-2025 REQUEST: $36M



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 2

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase II) Design

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase III)

Souris Reservoir
& Pump Station

Bottineau Reservoir
& Pump Station

Inline Booster
Pump Stations

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 1

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase I)

South Prairie Hydraulic Control Structure

South Prairie Storage Reservoir

Lansford Reservoir & Pump Station• Grenora 

WILLIAMS 

• Noonan 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus • 
BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

~ Mohall 

Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope • 

Glenburn 

Souris • 

McHENRY 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

Rugby 

• 

PIERCE 



 Elevated Tank In City Of 
Taylor (Substantially 
Complete)

 Main Transmission Line 
Parallel Piping 
(Substantially Complete)

 Supplementary Intake

 Strategic Hydraulic 
Improvements

Future Projects
 Strategic Hydraulic Improvements

 Water Treatment Plant Expansion

 Burt & Hebron Service Area Expansion

 West Zone Transmission Upgrades

SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT UPDATE
UNDER CONTRACT

2023-2025 REQUEST: $131.6M



SWPP PROJECT AREAS
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DEVILS LAKE OUTLETS UPDATE

 60,197 Acre-Feet Pumped In 2022

 Repairs Made To The West End Outlet
 Terminal Structure
 Drainpipe (Round Lake Pump #3)
 Electrical Outage (Round Lake Pump #4)

 Outlet Capital Improvement Plan

OUTLETS |  PUMPS |  STRUCTURE



PUSHING REMOTE SENSORS (PRESENS)

 Constantly Collecting Valuable Water Resource Data -
Publicly Accessible On Agency’s Map Services

 Collect Water Levels, Precipitation, Soil Moisture, Soil 
Temperature, Barometric Pressure, Air Temperature

 368 Locations Measured Using PRESENS

 287 Units Currently Operating
 Surface Units Are Removed In Winter To Prevent Damage

 15 Units Currently Have Rain Gauge & Soil Moisture Sensors

 Goal Is 680 Units By 2025

 2023-2025 REQUEST: $1,572,800 (ONGOING)



368 DATA
COLLECTION SITES 

CURRENT & HISTORIC

PRESENS LOCATIONS

GROUND WATER
SITES (313)

SURFACE WATER
SITES(42)

SOIL MOISTURE &
PRECIP SITES (15)*

*Two soil moisture & precip sites are co-located with ground water sites.

DIVIDE 

MC KE 

BILLINGS 

GOLDEN 
VALLEY 

SLOPE 

BOWMAN 

BURKE 

MOUN 

WARD 

OLI V ER 

STARK 

HETTINGER 

' 

! c l'\,ENRY 

T 

SHERIDAN 

T 
BUR LI EIGH 

Turtle Mountain 
Reservation 

CJ 
ROLETTE 

PIERCE 

CAVALIER 

TOWNER 

RAMSEY 

BENSON 

NELSON 

T WELLS 

STUTSMAN 

EMMONS 

MC INTOSH 

Fl.E MBINA 

T _. 
WALSH 

T 

GRAND FORKS 

STEELE TRAILL 

CASS 



 Provide High-Resolution Maps Of Aquifers That Help Water Managers 
Identify & Optimize Local Sources Of Available Groundwater

 2,800 Sq. Miles Completed - With Plans To Expand Data Collection

 2023-2025 REQUEST: $750,000 (ONE-TIME)

AIRBORNE ELECTROMAGNETIC SURVEYS (AEM) 



Potential Future
Study Areas

Completed AEM Surveys 
(2,800 square miles)

AIRBORNE ELECTROMAGNETIC (AEM) SURVEYS



 Cost-Share Program Policy Update Completed 
2023-2025 Implementation

 2021-2023 Cost-Share Program
 $282M Total Approvals To Date
 $181M For Water Supply Projects In 27 Cities & 19 

Rural/Regional Systems
 $101M For 98 Different Flood Protection, Water Conveyance, 

& General Water Projects

 Secured Almost $5M In FEMA Grant Funding For LiDAR Data 
To Improve & Modernize Modeling & Engineering Design Data 
Inputs

 Launched A One-Stop-Shop Online Portal Through WebGrants
For Water Project Sponsors Seeking Grant Funding Or Loans

OTHER DWR HIGHLIGHTS



RTF SOURCE IS 
20.5% OF OIL 

EXTRACTION TAX.

RESOURCES TRUST FUND REVENUE
$400M 

$350M 

$300M 

$250M 

$200M 

$150M 

$100M 

$SOM 

$0 

$148.4 Million 
Over Projection 

I $392.3 Million 11 $321 Million I 

■ Actual Revenue 

■ Projected Revenue 

Aug. 21' Sept. 21' Oct. 21' Nov. 21' Dec. 21' Jan. 22' Feb. 22' Mar. 22' Apr. 22' May 22' Jun. 22' Jul. 22' Aug. 22' Sept. 22' Oct. 22' Nov. 22' Dec. 22' Jan. 23' Feb. 23' Mar. 23' Apr. 23 ' May 23' Jun. 23' Jul. 23' 



 Created By SB 2345 During 
2021 Special Session

 Funded With Resources Trust 
Fund Revenues That Surpass 
Budget Projections

 Transfers To WPSF Stop In 
February 2023 

 Executive Recommendation 
Includes $150M
 $120M Red River Valley 

Water Supply Project
 $30M Western Area Water 

Supply Project (Loan Payoff)

WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION FUND



FLOOD CONTROL

CONVEYANCE 
(Bank Stabilization,
Snag & Clear, & Drains) 

MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLY

RURAL WATER SUPPLY

REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY

GENERAL WATER

2023-2025

$1.05B
2021-2023

$0.64B 

DWR Cost-Share Potential

WATER DEVELOPMENT PLAN INVENTORY

$109.7M

$121.3M

$88.7M
$468M

$211.9M



2023-2025 
PROJECT & PURPOSE 

FINANCIAL NEEDS 
SUMMARY

ESTIMATED DWR 
SHARE BY PRIORITY

Project Purposes 

Flood Control (Total= $210M) 

F-M Area Diversion 

Mandan Flood Risk Reduction 

Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection 

Other Flood Control 

Valley City Permanent Flood Protection 

Water Conveyance 

General Water Management (Total= $48.lM) 

Rural Water Supply (Total = $109.7M) 

Water Supply (Total = $679.9M) 

Municipal Water Supply 

Northwest Area Water Supply 

Red River Valley Water Supply 

Southwest Pipeline Project 

Western Area Water Supply 

TOTAL ($1.058) 

High 
Priority 

$120.4 

$11.6 

$76.1 

$19.5 

$13.2 

$0.0 

$2.5 

$13.7 

$467.9 

$0.0 

$36.0 

$254.3 

$131.6 

$46.0 

$605 

WDP INVENTORY PROJECT NEEDS 

Moderate Low 
Priority Priority 

$47.2 $42.4 

$0.7 $0.2 

$46.5 $42.2 

$42.4 $3.2 

$18.8 $77.2 

$1.6 $210.4 

$1.6 $210.4 

$110 $333 



WATER DEVELOPMENT PLAN & DASHBOARD

Web-Based 
Version

Launched & 
Operational

Dashboard
Includes

Interactive 
Charts

Changing 
Conditions

Information Can Be 
Updated By Staff

Access
Any Time

Phones & 
Computers

WWW.DWR.ND.GOV



2023-2025 EXECUTIVE BUDGET RECOMMENDATION



2023-2025 PURPOSE FUNDING 
RECOMMENDATIONS

SWPP: $131.6M 

NAWS: $36M 

Mouse River: $76.1 M 

Valley City: $13.2M 

Mandan: $11.6M 

Other: $14.lM 

WAWS: $46M 

RRVWSP: $170M 

Other: $54M 

Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) I Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) I Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) I Western Area Water Supply (WAWS) 



SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY
2021-2023
Base Level

Increase/
(Decrease)

2023-2025
Executive Rec.

Salaries & Wages $20,537,867 $3,272,011 $23,809,878

Operating Expenses $43,366,550 $16,112,518 $59,479,068

Capital Assets $98,467,437 $73,928,907 $172,396,344

Water Supply Projects $125,000,000 $145,000,000 $270,000,000

Rural Water Supply $59,600,000 ($24,600,000) $35,000,000

Flood Control Projects $48,000,000 $67,000,000 $115,000,000

General Water Projects $14,227,275 $6,000 $14,233,275

Discretionary Projects - $5,000,000 $5,000,000

TOTAL $409,199,129 $285,719,436 $694,918,565

Full Time Equivalents (FTE) 90 3 93



DWR 
BUDGET: 

OPTIONAL 
REQUESTS

O
PT

IO
N

A
L 

R
EQ

U
ES

TS

TOTAL OPTIONAL REQUESTS

3 FTE
1 Full Time Temp - NAWS
Motor Pool Rate Increase
IT Standardization, Applications, & Security
PRESENS Installations & Temp Salaries
Drilling Supply Cost Increases
Navigability Study
AEM Survey Technology
Groundwater Modeling/Analysis Software
Professional Development
Full Time Temp - FTE Conversion
Bowman Radar Replacement
New Drilling Rig
Office Modifications
RiskMAP - *Federal Funding Spending Authority

$773,062
$170,000
$118,180

$5,615,764
$1,572,800
$180,000
$180,000
$750,000
$94,665
$80,000
$61,609

$1,800,000
$1,800,000
$200,000
$100,000*

EX
EC

U
TI

V
E 

R
EC

O
M

M
EN

D
AT

IO
N

$13,496,080



REQUEST FOR 
3 FTE

Includes One For The Regulatory 
Division To Assist With Permitting & 
Two For The Water Appropriation 
Division That Would Work On Water 
Appropriation & PRESENS System 
Support

Assist With Significantly Reducing 
Delays So Constituents Receive 
Permits In A Timelier Manner

TEMPORARY WATER PERMIT APPLICATIONS (ANNUAL)

TRENDS IN REGULATORY APPLICATIONS & REVIEWS

2023-2025 REQUEST: 
$773,062

1200-------------------------. 

1000 

800 

600 

400 

200 

0 2005 

200 

150 

100 

50 

2.5x Increase 

2013 2022 

■ Annual Received 

■ Annual Resolved 

O 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 



To Consolidate & Standardize IT Services Under One Umbrella 
Through NDIT:

 File Services

 Computational Infrastructure For Scientific Applications

 Big Data Development/Production For Various Data Types

 Big Data Administrative Costs

 Costs Associated With Additional FTE For NDIT

 Business Analysis

 Project Management

 Project Oversight

IT STANDARDIZATION, APPLICATIONS & SECURITY 

2023-2025 Request: 
$5,615,764



ADDRESSING SALARY CHALLENGES FOR       
OUR TEAM MEMBERS

Example:
Hydrologist Positions Are 
Well Below Private Sector.

HYDROLOGIST 
POSITIONS

22%

DWR SUPPORTS
SENATE BILL 2015

$645K
Recommended To Address 
Internal Equity & External 
Market Factors That Affect 

Existing Team Members. This 
Would Assist With Reducing 
Turn-over & Would Support 

Competitive Pay & 
Compression Adjustments.



WATER AVAILABILITY POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

GOOD WITH
LIMITATIONS /

SURFACE WATER

POTENTIAL WITH
LIMITATIONS /

GROUND WATER

NEAR FULL
APPROPRIATION
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2021-2023 PURPOSE FUNDING

APPROVED

UNOBLIGATED

UPDATED THROUGH NOVEMBER 2022

*Capital 
Assets bucket 

includes 
$45.6M line of 

credit.

Mouse 
River Flood

Basin
Wide Plan

Discretionary 
Funds

Flood Control 
Projects

Water 
Supply

Rural 
Water

General 
Water

*Capital 
Assets

Federal Funds-State 
Fiscal Recovery Funds -
SB 2345

Spent
ESTIMATED CARRYOVER

$240M -$320M



OBJECTIVES
5-YEAR STRATEGIC  PL AN

OBJECTIVE 1
Effectively communicate with the public and stakeholders with a primary focus on collaboration and 
building partnerships.

OBJECTIVE 2
Develop world-class, sustainable, and resilient water development and management practices.

OBJECTIVE 3
Support beneficial use of Missouri River system water and other available water supply sources.

OBJECTIVE 4
Implement innovative ideas, technology, and grow analytic capabilities to improve efficiencies in 
water management and development.

OBJECTIVE 5
Improve the department’s internal resilience and promote a positive culture.

Multiple Goals & Tactics Associated With Each Objective.



 Agency Responsiveness & Efficiencies

 Advancement Of Innovative Ideas & 
Technology

 Critical Water Infrastructure

Workforce Enhancement, Retention 
Of Talent, Recruiting & Mentoring

THIS BUDGET SUPPORTS…



701.328.2750

dwr@nd.gov

dwr.nd.gov

/NDWaterResources

THANK YOU

mailto:dwr@nd.gov
http://www.dwr.nd.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/NDWaterResources


#13805
OfuKINSON 

THE WESTERN EDGE ,/ ND 

January 2023 

To: Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee 

Re: State Water Commission Budget - Senate Bill 2020 

Dear Senator Patten and Committee Members, 

I am Terri Thiel, the Executive Director for the Dickinson Convention & Visitors Bureau. I am writing in 

support of the budget for the ND State Water Commission that is being presented to your committee. 

My representation for support for the bill includes the importance of the visitor experience in western 

North Dakota. Travelers are fully expecting quality drinking water when they are on their vacation along 

with other toiletry functions in a lodging property. The visitor experiences encompass not only larger 

communities, but also the smaller, rural towns, and agritourism businesses, making the support of SW 

Water Pipeline Projects vital for all southwest North Dakota. 

The future Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library will be constructed soon in Medora. This legacy 

project will be bringing visitors from all over the across the country to experience his time in the 

badlands and the shaping of his political future. The infrastructure that will be needed to be put into 

place to service the visitors is important. The visitor experience also spreads over to Dickinson and the 

surrounding areas with the overflow of travelers. 

The Dickinson Convention & Visitors Bureau asks for your support of Senate Bill 2020 to improve the 

quality of the visitor experience, and to support future entrepreneurship tourism businesses that wish to 

Exe 
Dickinson Convention & Visitors Bureau 

1ve Director . . 
/0l-483-4988 I 800.279.7391 I 72 E. Museum Dr. I Dickinson, ND 58601 

0 0 @ VISITDICl<INSON.COM fl 0 ~ 



#13807

January 2023 

To: Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee 

Re: State Water Commission Budget - Senate Bill 2020 

Dear Senator Patten and Committee Members, 

My name is Terri Thiel, a rural Stark County resident. I wish to give my personal support for Senate Bill 

2020. Our ranch is currently hooked up to SW Water, furnishing water for our cattle, horses, and 

personal home use. The quality of the water is not only vital for the health and income product of the 

sale of the livestock, but also an asset for our homelife. 

My personal background with water use began in rural Minnesota in my youth with a cistern that had to 

be filled with a 1950's water tank truck, and later a commercial water truck service. Each time our use of 

water was limited and recycled to many extremes. Later I moved to Hettinger, ND, 1981, and the water 

at that time was so filled with fluoride that people's teeth were brown with white lines. The water also 

fizzed so much that it was as though an Alka-Seltzer was dropped into the glass. I then moved to south 

of Gascoyne, ND. The water was from a well that contained high levels of coal, everything was dark 

brown or black when it came out of the spouts. Later with a new well, we had water with Manganese 

that covered everything in bright orange scum. The water was manually distilled at one gallon per two 

hours {1980's), white clothes had to be brought to Bowman for washing at the laundry mat. Moving 

aga in, up to rural Dickinson, another well was the water source, and we were not able to drink the 

water, but instead hauled many plastic gallon jugs that were refilled weekly from the store. 

At the time of buying a larger acreage in 2007, east of Dickinson, there was no SW Water line accessing 

the new property area north of the water hookup. We decided the value of the SW Water line was 

definitely worth the large investment and had a line dug just short of a mile north of Highway 10 east of 

Dickinson. For the first time in my life, I have been able to turn on water, good water, and not have to 

worry about minerals, or filling a water tank for a cistern, or have to haul water jugs or clothing miles 

away to a laundry mat. 

Please support SB 2020 for those other residents who need the good water that SW Water provides. 

r tha rs provided is worth so much to residents and livestock. 

Terri Thiel 

10388 35th St. SW 

Dickinson, ND 58601 
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Testimony Provided by:  Ken Royse, Chairman, ND Water Coalition 

 

Chairman Sorvaag and Members of the Committee, 

 

My name is Ken Royse and I serve as Chairman of the North Dakota Water Coalition. 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020 and 

state funding for water projects. 

 

The Water Coalition is an organization of organizations---- that is, we do not have 

individual members but rather we are a collection of organized groups, including 

water districts, regional water systems, rural water systems, joint water boards, and 

various state water groups. Included in our membership are the cities of Bismarck, 

Mandan, Williston, Minot, Grand Forks, Fargo, West Fargo, Devils Lake, Grafton, 

Lisbon, and Valley City.  

 

Our membership all have a common interest and a common goal; and that is to work 

in a collaborative manner toward identification and construction of water 

development projects and to send a collective and unified position on the need for 

water funding for all of our very critical projects to both the State Water Commission 

and to the Legislature. 

 

In today’s hearing you will hear specific project details and funding needs for a wide 

variety of projects.  These projects will include major water management projects 

and large water supply projects. You will hear testimony on behalf of all the rural 

water systems of our state, municipal water needs, irrigation development, and from 

our state’s water resource districts.    

 

You will quickly note that the projects you will hear about touch every corner of our 

State and every citizen of our State. They have in common that they all, individually 

and collectively, provide health, safety, economic, or social benefits which make our 

State a better place to live.   

 

Attached to my comments is a critical water needs summary entitled Meeting the 

Challenge, which the Water Coalition prepares each biennium to highlight the variety 

and need of water funding support. Thank you for this opportunity to offer this 

testimony, and I will respond to any questions.  
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2023-25 Critical Water Needs Summary

Water is North Dakota’s most valuable natural resource. 
Every day, our water resources are used for drinking water, 
agriculture, industry, power production, and recreation. 
Water also plays a major role in growing the state’s economy 
through its vital use in oilfield development, value-added 
agriculture, and many more industries. The significant 
growth in industrial development and population, major 
flooding events throughout the years, and the need to 
provide reliable, quality water have presented North Dakota 
with a unique set of challenges that need to be addressed 
and met. The way these challenges can be addressed is 
through sufficient funding of water projects. 

HOW WATER IS FUNDED
Today, water funding is allocated from 

the Resources Trust Fund, which was 
established in 1991 by an amendment 
to the North Dakota Constitution voted 
on by the people of North Dakota. The 
amendment, and subsequent legislation, 
directs 20.5% of the oil extraction tax to 

the Resources Trust Fund to develop water infrastructure 
projects. Resources Trust Fund dollars are appropriated 
by the legislature each biennium into funding ‘buckets,’ 
or categories, such as water supply or flood control. More 
dollars in the water supply, rural water, and capital projects 
buckets means more North Dakotans will have access to 
clean drinking water. More dollars in the flood control 
bucket means more protection for high flood-risk cities like 
Fargo, Minot, Valley City, and Mandan. 

The establishment of the Resources Trust Fund in 1991 
was a visionary move by both the people of North Dakota 
and the legislature. It has made possible investment in 
water resources that makes North Dakota the envy of our 
neighbors in the Midwest and states across the country. 
Today, the Resources Trust Fund, along with other financing 
packages like the historic bonding bill passed in 2021, 
provide valuable investment in water infrastructure that 
improves the quality of life for every North Dakotan. 

WATER FOR DRINKING AND INDUSTRY
Funding regional and rural water 

systems helps bring clean, safe, and 
quality water to over 75% of North 
Dakota and has helped strengthen 
economic development. Using regional 
water systems, which distribute water 

Meeting the
Challenge 

XIII



over large areas of the state partnering with rural and 
municipal water systems, allows North Dakota to tap 
into our largest water resource, the Missouri River, and 
deliver that abundant resource across large reaches of 
the state. The Missouri River is the water source for the 
four regional water systems: the Southwest Pipeline 
Project (SWPP), Northwest Area Water Supply Project 
(NAWS), Western Area Water Supply Project (WAWS), 
and Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP). 
Along with the state’s robust rural water systems, these 
regional systems serve all of North Dakota’s 53 counties, 
providing water to approximately 300,000 residents. 
Funding is also provided for municipal water systems, 
both those tied in with rural or regional systems and 
those that maintain systems on their own. 

PROTECTION FROM FLOOD
North Dakota has many 

water resources that are used 
to positively grow the state and 
serve its residents and businesses. 
However, sometimes water is 
destructive, a problem with which 
North Dakota is all too familiar. 

Over the 136 years of its existence as a state (and 
before), the wild and fluctuating levels of its rivers and 
lakes have resulted in devastating flooding for North 
Dakota. Without sufficient protection, these floods 
can displace people, destroy homes, and devastate 
businesses and productive crop land. Through funding 
provided by the legislature, North Dakota is diligently 
working to provide protection for urban and rural 
residents from devastating flood events. Thanks to 
bonding provided in 2021, the Fargo-Moorhead Area 
Diversion project is fully funded. Large projects like 
the Mouse/Souris River Enhanced Flood Protection 
Project, Valley City Permanent Flood Protection Project, 
and Lower Heart-City of Mandan Flood Risk Reduction 
Project still lack the funds to be completed. Additionally, 
there are many projects to provide drainage and rural 
flood protection brought forward by farmers, ranchers, 
and rural residents seeking funding in this biennium. 

IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENT
Along with destructive floods, North 

Dakota also experiences severe drought 
and years with water scarcity. Drought is 
one of the many risks faced by farmers 
and ranchers across this state. However, 
with the development of irrigation, 
droughts cease to cause the catastrophic 
ruin they can cause in areas without irrigation. In drought 
years, irrigation can increase the productivity of an acre 
of cropland six-fold. State support in irrigation can help 
North Dakota become a leader in irrigation development 
and grow the overall agriculture economy in the state.  

WHY FUND WATER
Investing in water means investing in the 

sustainable growth of North Dakota. Not 
only do water projects benefit from this 
investment, but so do North Dakotas other 
top industries and every North Dakota citizen. 
Sufficient funding for water infrastructure 
allows that state to provide one of the most 
basic necessities for life—water—to every North Dakotan 
while, at the same time, directing this resource to benefit 
agriculture, energy, tourism, and other top industries 
across the state. We have come a long way since the 
Resources Trust Fund was established more than 30 
years ago, but there is still much work left to do. We look 
forward to working with you as we develop a plan to meet 
the challenge of completing vital water infrastructure 
projects for the benefit of every North Dakotan. 

WHO WE ARE
The North Dakota Water 

Coalition is a membership 
organization, under the umbrella 
of the North Dakota Water 
Users Association, made up of 
organizations and individuals interested in funding for 
water infrastructure. Since 1994, the Water Coalition 
has worked to identify and lobby for state and federal 
funding for water projects across North Dakota. 

2023 and Beyond
Water needs are clearly greater than our resources. We must work hard to  
“Meet the Challenge” and “to meet the challenge of completing vital water  

infrastructure projects for the benefit of every North Dakotan.”

(701) 223-4615 • staff@ndwater.net 

I I \ 

I I \ 

• 

North Dakota 

WATER 
COALITION 



 

 

 

 

Testimony on SB 2020 

Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division 

Steven Hansen, Chairman, North Dakota Irrigation Association 

January 19, 2023 

 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division, 

thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on SB 2020 on behalf of the North Dakota 

Irrigation Association. The Association is made up of irrigators, irrigation equipment dealers, 

businesses and others interested in supporting irrigation and irrigation development. 

 

North Dakota irrigates about 300,000 acres to produce a variety of crops including corn and 

cereal grain crops, livestock forage, and high value crops such as potatoes, sugar beets, and 

onions. Irrigation provides strong economic return, with an acre of irrigated land producing four 

times that of dryland in regular conditions and as much as six times during drought.  

 

Irrigation provides the opportunity to grow higher value crops where top yields and exceptional 

quality are necessary. High quality coupled with substantial yielding potatoes have made the 

French fry industry, located in Grand Forks and Jamestown, successful in the state. The 

acreage of onions in the state is smaller than the other crops, but this crop may have an 

important role in the future as markets are developed. Irrigation does and can diversify and 

strengthen the agricultural economy of the state.  

 

Irrigation also provides producers and agricultural processors dependability despite weather 

conditions. The drought in 2021 heightened awareness of the need for additional irrigation to 

support the growing value-added agriculture processing in the state. The Association is proud 

to partner with other commodity organizations and processors in the state to expand 

awareness of the benefits of irrigation and brainstorm ways to reduce barriers to irrigation 

development.  

 

These barriers include water availability in some areas of the state and funding for irrigation 

development. Many of the aquifers that supply water for irrigation are near full appropriation, 

meaning that there is limited opportunity for further development. The Missouri River remains 

an ideal place for future development, however. Approximately 300,000 acres in the Missouri 

River corridor have the water and soils suitable for irrigation. Additionally, the area surrounding 

the McClusky Canal has much potential for future development that could be jumpstarted with 

some policy changes from the federal government. 

 

On the funding side, the North Dakota State Water Commission (SWC) was created in 1937 to 

help develop irrigation. Today, the SWC provides financial assistance to irrigation districts for 

constructing infrastructure to convey the water to the land. The state cost share assistance for 

irrigation is limited to irrigation districts or the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, and can 
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be used for ‘shared works’. Shared works are the parts of irrigation development that occur off a 

private irrigators’ land, such as an intake out of a body of water and water pipe to private land. 

Irrigation districts can receive 50% of the cost of such works from the SWC. The funding for this 

cost share comes out of the General Water bucket. 

 

Just as important as funding for irrigation development is ensuring the Department of Water 

Resources (DWR) has the staff and resources needed to process water permit applications. 

Every irrigator must receive a water permit from the DWR. It is the DWR’s responsibility to 

ensure that new permit applications do not adversely affect those that are already using the 

water, known as prior appropriators. In order for the DWR to make timely and responsible 

decisions on these important permits, it needs staff with the skills and tools needed to analyze 

the data and process permits. The Association supports the DWR’s request for an additional 

FTE for the appropriations division. Additionally, the Association supports the DWR’s requests 

for:  

• $80,000 for professional development for appropriations staff in positions that require 

high levels of technical expertise, and that in recent years have experienced high 

turnover rates. 

• $1.6 million to expand the pushing remote sensors (PRESENS) footprint to improve 

forecasting, modeling, and overall water management. PRESENS is key to developing 

good data on aquifer levels so it is known exactly what water may be available for 

irrigation. 

• $750,000 to expand use of airborne electromagnetic surveys (AEM) technology to better 

understand the extent and availability of ground water, particularly in glaciated regions. 

• $94,665 to acquire groundwater modeling and hydrologic analysis software to perform 

many of the scientific analytical functions and related modeling activities in support of 

DWR’s water appropriation responsibilities. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.  
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Testimony From:  Jim Neubauer, City Administrator, Mandan, ND and  
Bill Robinson, Chairman, Lower Heart WRD 

 

Chairman Sorvaag and Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee: 

We are here to present testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020 and represent the City of 

Mandan and the Lower Heart Water Resource District.   

The Lower Heart Water Resource District’s primary responsibility is assuring the Lower Heart 

River Levee System operates to successfully provide real and recognized flood protection to the 

City of Mandan and surrounding areas.  The Hurricane Katrina event in 2005 resulted in the 

United States Government through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

updating requirements for meeting federal levee safety standards.  Due to these updated 

requirements and a subsequent FEMA hydrologic and hydraulic analysis, the Lower Heart River 

Levee System was determined to be out of compliance of these new standards.  Meeting these 

standards is imperative for the economic well-being of our community as being out of 

compliance will invoke flood insurance requirements on over 2,600 residential, commercial, and 

industrial properties.  These requirements result in an estimated $10 million direct economic 
burden annually on our citizens, not to mention the additional secondary economic and social 

impacts.   

We are currently designing remediation work on the levee system and applying for state and 

federal permits to bring it up to current federal standards and maintain FEMA accreditation.  The 

State of North Dakota through the North Dakota State Water Commission has been a valuable, 

and absolutely necessary, partner to complete the work required to maintain FEMA 

accreditation and avoid the economic and social impacts of de-accreditation.  Below are some 

pertinent information bullets on the project and its status: 

• 2,600 commercial, industrial, and residential properties directly impacted. 
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o Includes critical infrastructure such as fire stations, electrical substations, 

wastewater treatment plant, city and county office buildings, transportation 

routes, etc. 

• Entire community of Mandan and surrounding areas indirectly impacted. 

• $10 million in estimated annual flood insurance requirements if de-accredited. 

• $23.3 million estimated project cost. 

• Federal benefit cost ratio is 5.7:1 

• $1.4 million already received through North Dakota State Water Commission in grants 

for design and planning studies. 

• $12.3 million estimated need from the North Dakota State Water Commission in 2023-25 

biennium if additional federal funding is not secured. 

• Have established city-wide assessment district to cover local cost share. 

• Major project features: 

o Localized levee raises and raise of Lower Unit levee segment protecting the 

Lakewood residential area 

o Geotechnical work including stability berm installation and seepage berm 

o Interior drainage improvements and replacements (pump station) 

o Floodwall replacement 

• Project schedule” 

o February 2023 – Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) Submittal 

o February 2023– Section 408 and 404 Permit Submittals 

o Fall, 2023 - Spring 2024 – Construction Bidding 

o Spring, 2024 – Construction Commencement 

o Fall, 2025 – Construction Complete  

Thank for your consideration of our testimony in support of SB 2020.  We would be happy to 

answer any questions the committee may have regarding this testimony. 

Thank you. 



  

Lower Heart River Levee 
System Improvements 

Major Project Features: 
• Localized levee raises and raise of Lower Unit 

levee segment protecting the Lakewood 
residential area 

• Geotechnical work including stability berm 
installation and seepage berm 

• Interior drainage improvements and 
replacements (pump station) 

• Floodwall replacement 

Project By The Numbers: 
• 2,600 commercial, industrial, and residential 

properties directly impacted. 
o Includes critical infrastructure such as 

fire stations, electrical substations, 
wastewater treatment plant, city and 
county office buildings, transportation 
routes, etc. 

• Entire community of Mandan and surrounding 
areas are indirectly impacted. 

• $10 million in estimated annual flood insurance 
requirements if de-accredited. 

• $23.3 million estimated project cost. 
• Federal benefit cost ratio is 5.7:1 
• $1.4 million already received through North 

Dakota State Water Commission in grants for 
design and planning studies. 

• $12.3 million estimated need from the North 
Dakota State Water Commission in 2023-25 
biennium if additional federal funding is not 
secured. 

Upcoming Project Schedule: 
• February 2023 – Conditional Letter of Map 

Revision (CLOMR) Submittal 
• February 2023– Section 408 and 404 Permit 

Submittals 
• Fall, 2023 - Spring 2024 – Construction Bidding 
• Spring, 2024 – Construction Commencement 
• Fall, 2025 – Construction Complete 
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Senator, Ronald Sorvaag, Chair 
January 19, 2023 

 
Testimony from:  Bill Robinson, Chairman, Lower Heart Water Resources District 

Jim Neubauer, City Administrator, Mandan, ND 
 
Chairman Sorvaag and Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee: 
 
We are here to present testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020 and represent the City of 
Mandan and the Lower Heart Water Resource District.  
 
The Lower Heart Water Resource District’s primary responsibility is assuring the Lower Heart 
River Levee System operates to successfully provide real and recognized flood protection to the 
City of Mandan and surrounding areas. The Hurricane Katrina event in 2005 resulted in the 
United States Government through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
updating requirements for meeting federal levee safety standards. Due to these updated 
requirements and a subsequent FEMA hydrologic and hydraulic analysis, the Lower Heart River 
Levee System was determined to be out of compliance of these new standards. Meeting these 
standards is imperative for the economic well-being of our community as being out of 
compliance will invoke flood insurance requirements on over 2,600 residential, commercial, and 
industrial properties. These requirements result in an estimated $10 million direct economic 
burden annually on our citizens, not to mention the additional secondary economic and social 
impacts. 
 
We are currently designing remediation work on the levee system and applying for state and 
federal permits to bring it up to current federal standards and maintain FEMA accreditation. The 
State of North Dakota through the North Dakota State Water Commission has been a valuable, 
and absolutely necessary, partner to complete the work required to maintain FEMA accreditation 
and avoid the economic and social impacts of de-accreditation. Below are some pertinent 
information bullets on the project and its status: 
 

• 2,600 commercial, industrial, and residential properties directly impacted. 
o Includes critical infrastructure such as fire stations, electrical substations, 

wastewater treatment plant, city and county office buildings, transportation routes, 
etc. 

• Entire community of Mandan and surrounding areas are indirectly impacted. 

#14258

iiiiilll 
CITY OF 

MANDAN Administration 
WHERE THE WEST BEGINS 



Senate Appropriations Committee 
SB 2020 

Senator, Ronald Sorvaag, Chair 
January 19, 2023 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Phone: 701-667-3210  •  Fax: 701-667-3223  •  205 Second Ave. NW  •  Mandan, ND 58554 
www.cityofmandan.com/administration 

• $10 million in estimated annual flood insurance requirements if de-accredited. 
• $23.3 million estimated project cost. 
• Federal benefit cost ratio is 5.7:1 
• $1.4 million already received through North Dakota State Water Commission in grants 

for design and planning studies. 
• $12.3 million estimated need from the North Dakota State Water Commission in 2023-25 

biennium if additional federal funding is not secured. 
• Have established city-wide assessment district to cover local cost share. 
• Major project features: 

o Localized levee raises and raise of Lower Unit levee segment protecting the 
Lakewood residential area 

o Geotechnical work including stability berm installation and seepage berm 
o Interior drainage improvements and replacements (pump station) 
o Floodwall replacement 

• Upcoming Project Schedule: 
o February 2023 – Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) Submittal 
o February 2023– Section 408 and 404 Permit Submittals 
o Fall, 2023 - Spring 2024 – Construction Bidding 
o Spring, 2024 – Construction Commencement 
o Fall, 2025 – Construction Complete  

 
Thank for your consideration of our testimony in support of SB 2020. We would be happy to 
answer any questions the committee may have regarding this testimony. 
 
Thank you. 
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Testimony, SB2020 
10:40 AM, January 19, 2023 
Sakakawea Room, State Capitol, Bismarck, ND 
Dennis Reep, Burleigh County WRD, ND Water Users Association, ND Water Resource 
Districts Association 
 
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Appropriations Committee: 

 

My name is Dennis Reep and I serve on the Board of Directors for the ND Water Resource 

Districts Association as President, the ND Water Users Association, and the Burleigh 

County Water Resource District. 

 

North Dakota water interests are dependent on the state’s healthy economy and revenue 

outlook and can only be supported by a strong budget for Department of Water 

Resources’ operations and critical water project funding and grants. Water resource 

districts have a long history of providing valuable services in North Dakota to the local 

constituents in their respective counties and regions. Enabling legislation for the 

establishment of water resource districts was first passed in 1935. The responsibility of 

water resource districts includes water management from a local and regional perspective 

for beneficial uses of water, as well as for protection against flooding, erosion, and other 

detrimental effects of too much water.   

 

The beneficial uses of water and protection against damage caused by flooding is critical 

to the agricultural and other local economies, as well as the social well-being of our 

citizens. Rural flood control provides crucial drainage relief not only for North Dakota 

farms and ranches, it also reduces flood damage to township, county, and state 

infrastructure. 
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An important piece of providing these vital services has been NDDWR funding. Without 

this funding, many important flood control, water supply, erosion protection, water 

management, and beneficial use projects would not have been completed.  According to 

the North Dakota Water Development Plan, there exists approximately $1.05B in current 

needs for water projects, $605M is classified as high priority. There exists approximately 

$48M in current needs for general water management projects, and approximately $109M 

in current needs for water conveyance and local flood control projects. Water resource 

districts sponsor many of these types of projects. Our water resource districts request 

additional funding authorization for water resource districts’ projects for this upcoming 

biennium. 

 

A critical part of any water project is applying for and securing appropriate federal, state, 

and local permits.  Permit reviews and approvals are often the bottle neck or critical path 

to maintaining project schedules and correspondingly, efficient use of state and local tax 

dollars.  As the need for projects and funding for projects has increased, the capacity to 

process and approve those permits at the state level has remained stagnant due a ceiling 

on the FTE number at the NDDWR.  We support the funding of additional FTEs at the 

NDDWR to streamline the permit review and approval process, which in turn will assist 

our constituents in maintaining project momentum and facilitate the efficient use of state 

and local tax dollars. 

 

Thank you for your service to the State of North Dakota and the hard work that goes with 

it.  I would be happy to answer any questions the committee may have regarding this 

testimony. 

 

Thank you. 
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Pilot Basin Funding Program 

Testimony 

January 19, 2023 

Flooding is a persistent problem for residents of the Red River Basin and has resulted in a basin wide need 

for solutions to alleviate damages. To assure projects are developed in a strategic effort across the Red 

River Basin, the Red River Retention Authority (RRRA) was formed. My name is Keith Weston, and I 

currently serve as the executive director for the RRRA. Prior to this role, I worked for the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) assisting in watershed planning and conservation implementation 

throughout the Red River Basin. The RRRA is comprised of members of the Red River Joint Water Resource 

District (RRJWRD), a North Dakota political subdivision, and the Red River Watershed Management Board, 

a Minnesota political subdivision.  The primary objective of the Red River Retention Authority is to ensure 

joint, comprehensive, and strategic coordination of retention projects in the Red River of the North 

watershed and facilitating implementation and construction of retention in the Red River Valley.  The 

Authority and its members have been aggressively pursuing federal dollars to off-set local and state costs 

for retention projects and serves as an advocate for projects in the federal regulatory process.  Our 

directors seek basin-wide solutions to realize effective flood protection and flood damage reduction, 

accomplished on a strategic project-by-project basis. 

The RRRA has been successful at creating a venue for joint discussions between North Dakota and 

Minnesota in our multijurisdictional watershed to ensure a coordinated effort on a basin scale. This venue 

has been successful at increased dialog with local, state, and federal regulators and funding sources alike. 

One of our largest successes as an organization was to secure $12 million in federal funding from the NRCS 

through their Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). The funding was awarded to the RRRA 

in May 2015. The RRRA facilitated individual County Water Resource Districts (WRD) to enter into a 

funding agreement with NRCS to use the RCPP funds for assistance in completing NRCS Watershed Plans, 

recognizing that completion of an NRCS Watershed Plan would be required to further capitalize on federal 

funding. In total, eight NRCS watershed planning efforts were started in North Dakota. Planning began in 

early 2016 for most efforts and has been ongoing since. 

For County WRDs that complete an NRCS Watershed Plan, NRCS provides opportunity for federal technical 

and financial assistance for construction. This program is known as the NRCS Watershed Program and is 

administered by federal Public Law 83-566 (PL-566). The NRCS Watershed Program has a long history of 

success in North Dakota, including construction of many small watershed dams, flood control projects, 

and agricultural drainage projects throughout the state. The federal program was well funded in the 

1950s, -60s, and -70s when many of these projects were built. After this time, federal funding was limited 

and project development through the program halted. The federal program has recently been funded 

again through the federal farm bill and discretionary federal appropriations. This has created an 

opportunity for North Dakota to bring significant federal funding into the state to address our water 

management issues. 

Several of the NRCS Watershed Plans funded through RCPP are nearing completion. In addition, several 

County WRDs have started NRCS Watershed Planning to revisit several high hazard watershed dams 

previously constructed through the program to evaluate opportunities to rehabilitate each structure for 

current dam safety, environmental, and societal concerns. Completion of an NRCS Watershed Plan is a 

rigorous effort that engages all stakeholders, regulatory entities, and the general public. Problems are 

clearly defined within the specific watershed, alternatives are developed and vetted, and decisions on the 
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preferred alternative are arrived at. The planning process results in projects that are locally acceptable, 

permittable, and feasible. Both rehabilitation of deteriorating older watershed dams along with 

implementation of new projects is needed within the Red River Basin. If successful on all projects, the 

federal investment through the on-going watershed planning efforts would result in over 3-dollars of 

federal investment for every 1-dollar invested non-federally.   

While the program presents a significant opportunity for North Dakota, it isn’t without challenges. First is 

the strenuous planning completed by the sponsoring County WRD. The planning effort takes time and can 

lead to fatigue from all of those involved, including landowners and residents that may be called upon to 

assist in financing the non-federal portion of the project. In addition, while the program does provide an 

opportunity for a significant federal investment into North Dakota, often the non-federal share may still 

be cost prohibitive. Financing needs for County resources are high, and often WRD funding has to be 

weighed against other County needs. County WRDs  have the power to assess costs to landowners, 

however local appetite for additional taxes with consideration to all County needs can be a challenge. 

Under current financing options, construction would likely be staggered based on annual cash-flow 

available to the County WRDs. This scenario would most certainly result in increased costs due to the 

staggering inflation that has hit the construction industry. Federal funding could also be jeopardized if 

program funding is again limited in future years. Ultimately, delaying these projects will lead to an 

increased cost to the state of North Dakota and its residents. And lastly, current eligibility requirements 

for North Dakota Department of Water Resources (DWR) cost share can create a challenge for many of 

these projects. In several instances the NRCS has decided to proceed with an alternative that provides 

additional ancillary benefits, primarily to natural resources and the environment. The additional benefits 

come at an increased cost that reduces cost effectiveness when considered strictly from a flood control 

perspective. The additional benefits created the opportunity for significant federal investment, however, 

it would also result in the projects being unfairly ranked on a benefit-to-cost basis because of the 

increased total costs. The current eligibility requirements do not fully consider the benefits of federal 

investments into North Dakota’s water management projects with regard to reduced demand on state 

and local funding sources.  

We propose a pilot watershed funding program to incentivize County WRDs to continue to pursue a 

federal investment through the NRCS Watershed Program into North Dakota’s water management 

challenges. In total, we estimate construction costs of $115 million within the next biennium if all NRCS 

Watershed Plans are completed on their current timeline. This would result in $79 million in federal 

investment and require $36 million in state/local funds. Under our proposal, the program would provide 

75% cost share to eligible projects to incentivize continued federal investment. The maximum anticipated 

funding need is $27 million through our pilot funding proposal. However, recognizing that this approach 

is a pilot approach and traditional DWR cost share will likely be available for several projects, we request 

$12 million to be funded in the pilot program for this biennium. This would fund the projects with the 

greatest need for funding this biennium. The RRJWRD would secure the funding for the Red River Basin 

and administer funding to projects in North Dakota developed by their member districts. 

In closing, ensuring the success of water management projects with federal funding is in the best interest 

of North Dakota. The 3.2:1 return on federal dollars for every non-federal dollar invested represents a 

significant savings to the state and its residents. Local residents and County WRDs should be incentivized 

to further pursue federal funding to lessen the future demands on state funds. Once completed, projects 

funded through this proposal will be an asset to the state of North Dakota long into the future. 



 

 
 
 

 
Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division 

Hearing for SB 2020 
January 19, 2023 

Testimony of Dave Lang, North Dakota Water Users Association 
 

Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Education and Environment 
Division, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 2020. The Water Users 
Association is the state-wide member organization dedicated to protecting, developing, and 
managing North Dakota’s water resources. We have more than 150 members including local, 
statewide and regional organizations in North Dakota who have an active interest in water. The 
Water Users has as its members many of the project sponsors who receive their funding from 
SB 2020.  
 
As the Division works on developing the plan for appropriating Resources Trust Fund dollars for 
water projects for the 2023-2025 biennium, the Water Users would ask the Division to consider 
using the funds available in the Water Stabilization Fund for projects this biennium and to 
include language in SB 2020 to repeal the fund. Inflation is driving up the costs to complete 
projects at an alarming rate. Unfortunately, we do not see that improving in the near future. We 
believe that the longer we wait to complete projects, the more expensive they will be. We have 
funds in the Water Stabilization Fund and sponsors have projects that are in need of funding. 
We should put those dollars to work now instead of waiting to fund projects over a longer period 
of time at a higher price.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.  
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Testimony of Kip Kovar, District Engineer 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 

SB2020 DWR/SWC Funding 
Education & Environment Division of the Senate Appropriations Committee 

Bismarck, North Dakota – January 19, 2023 
 

Senator Sorvaag and members of the Education and Environment Committee, 

thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 2020, the ND 

Department of Water Resources budget.  I am Kip Kovar, District Engineer for the 

Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion).   

Because we recognize the value irrigation development brings to North Dakota 

through increased land values, decreased risk, an increase in crop production, and a 

positive economic impact, irrigation development is a high priority for Garrison 

Diversion.  

The McClusky Canal was constructed as part of the Garrison Diversion Unit 

authorized in 1965 and was designed to irrigate up to 250,000 acres. The original 

project scope was revised through the Garrison Diversion Reformulation Act of 1986 

and the Dakota Water Resources Act of 2000, and, as a result, irrigation acres were 

decreased. Currently, 23,700 acres of irrigation are authorized along the McClusky 

Canal through the Dakota Water Resources Act. 

In an effort to utilize the authorized acres along the McClusky Canal, Garrison 

Diversion has been working with producers since 2010 to expand irrigation development 

through the McClusky Canal Irrigation Project, successfully utilizing Missouri River water 

from the McClusky Canal. Multiple projects have been completed, and to date, there are 
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approximately 8,000 developed irrigated acres in the McClusky Canal Irrigation Project, 

with additional projects in the works. 

Garrison Diversion provides upfront investment for projects which determines 

irrigable soils, facility design and the bidding process. These projects are eligible for the 

Department of Water Resources 50 percent cost share on the Central Supply Works, 

which includes the pump station, power and main transmission lines. The irrigator is 

then responsible for the other 50 percent of the Central Supply Works and 100 percent 

of the on-farm items such as pivots, power for pivots and distribution lines to pivots. In 

total, the cost share actually represents approximately 30 percent of total on- and off-

farm project costs for the irrigator. The bottom line is, irrigation is expensive and 

Garrison Diversion supports increasing irrigation funding to support a true 50 percent 

cost share for the irrigator. 

Funding from the Department of Water Resources is essential to further irrigation 

development.  Without it, these irrigation projects are not feasible, as irrigator costs 

would be too high to be considered profitable. A study completed by North Dakota 

State University in 2014 determined that for every $1 invested in irrigation by the state, 

$7 is returned. 

Irrigation benefits to North Dakota are widespread, and the State’s investment is 

important in realizing the irrigation potential of the McClusky Canal.  Please help us 

keep future irrigation projects affordable by providing funding in the Department of 

Water Resources budget.   

Thank you for allowing my testimony to be heard today. 



Testimony by Harold Gaugler  
Southwest Water Authority Board Director, Grant County 

On behalf of the 
Southwest Pipeline Project 

to the 
Senate Environment and Education Committee 

Hearing on Senate Bill 2020 
January 19, 2023 

Committee Members: 
 
Greetings from snowy Grant County.  My name is Harold Gaugler, I was born and raised in southern 
Grant County and returned to the family farm to raise our family.  Along with my wife we are ranching 
with a son and daughter.  A graduate of NDSU and Oklahoma State University I understand the value of 
our rural heritage and life style.  Much of what we now do is centered around water. 
 
For the past almost 20 years our home has been served by the Southwest Water Pipeline Project and 
have since added a pasture tap for livestock.  In that time SWPP has been incredibly reliable and 
affordable.  A year ago, I was appointed to the SWA board of directors and have been busy learning the 
ins and outs of this project.  SWPP is currently in the midst of an expansion project, called the Burt 
Hebron expansion project, to better serve our residents.  Much of this project is centered in Grant Co. 
and as the representative from that area, I know many of those who could be served.  The cost of this 
project will be high!  But as we expand our services, we are reaching areas that could not be served in 
the past and these people should be offered the same service that others have gotten, they are 
important too. 
 
As you all know construction costs have skyrocketed.  But the need for quality dependable water is also 
rising.  Agriculture is becoming more complex all the time and the need for clean consistent quality 
water is higher than ever before.  In order to encourage the youth of today to pursue careers in 
agriculture or to return to our small towns to work and raise their families we must have some of these 
modern conveniences.  Rural water, internet, distant learning is just a few of things that are 
needed.  After 20 years on our local school board, the value of returning young families is very apparent 
and needed to keep schools and main street viable.           
 
This time of year, and especially now, Jodie and I get ready to visit relatives in AZ. As we travel, a 
common sight is people hauling water, to their homes and livestock.  We in ND are blessed to have an 
abundant water supply in the Missouri River system, we need to continue tapping that source to supply 
water for all North Dakotans and I hope you continue to support SW North Dakota and the SWPP 
project.  It is an investment in all of our futures! 
 
Thank you for your time. 
Respectfully,  

  
Harold Gaugler 
SWA Board Director, Grant County 
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§ 1 Of 2 Two State-Owned Regional Water Systems In ND

§ Authorized By The Garrison Diversion Reformulation Act 
Of 1986 & The Dakota Water Resources Act Of 2000

§ Construction Began In 2002

§ Lawsuits Initiated Immediately

§ Favorable Ruling By District Court In 2017 

§ Upheld By Appellate Court In 2019

§ Construction Back Underway After 17 Years Of Litigation

NORTHWEST AREA WATER SUPPLY
NAWS



§ Designed To Serve A Project Area Of 81,000 People

§ NAWS Is Owned By The State Water Commission & 
Administered By The Department Of Water Resources 
(DWR)

§ DWR Is Responsible For Construction & Operation Of NAWS

§ Local Share For NAWS Is Provided By City Of Minot Through 
The 1% Sales Tax

§ Except For The Biota Water Treatment Plant Which Is A 
Federal Responsibility, City Of Minot Provides 35% In    
Cost-Share For NAWS

§ Bill To Change NAWS Advisory Committee To NAWS 
Authority (HB 1218) Is Introduced This Session

NORTHWEST AREA WATER SUPPLY
NAWS



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 2

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase II) Design

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase III)

Souris Reservoir
& Pump Station

Bottineau Reservoir
& Pump Station

Inline Booster
Pump Stations

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 1

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase I)

South Prairie Hydraulic Control Structure

South Prairie Storage Reservoir

Lansford Reservoir & Pump Station• Grenora 

-
• 

DIVIDE 

WILLIAMS 

• Noonan 

Completed Construction 

2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus • 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

BURKE 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

~ Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope 

Glenburn 

Souris 

BOTTINEAU 

McHENRY 

Rugby 

• 

PIERCE 



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 1

• Grenora 

DIVIDE 

WILLIAMS 

IN NORTH DAKOTA 

• Noonan 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus • 
BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood Westhope • 
Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

Glenburn 

McLEAN 

Souris 

• 

McHENRY 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

Rugby 

• 

PIERCE 



The Project Was Broken Up Into Two Contracts

SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT 
INTAKE MODIFICATIONS

CONTRACT 1
Is For Work Inside The Existing Facility
(No Section 408 Permit Required)

CONTRACT 2
Is For External Work
(Section 408 Permit Is Required)



SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT INTAKE MODIFICATIONS

§ Letter Of No Permission Required From 
USACE Received On AUGUST 19, 2022

§ In September Bids Were Opened -
Included Materials With Long Lead Times 
For Contract 2 (Pipeline, Permanent 
Intake Screen, Valves, Fittings, Etc)

§ Included Cost Escalation Language In 
Contract To Secure Better Bids 

§ Bids Came In 250% Higher Than Estimate

CONTRACT 1



SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT INTAKE MODIFICATIONS
CONTRACT 1

Procurement Contracts
§ Includes Equipment With Long Lead Times
§ Contract Awarded At December 2022 

SWC Meeting

Demolition Contracts
§ Removal Of Existing Pump Unit No. 1 & 

Construction Of Bulkhead In The 
Discharge Structure On Lake Audubon

§ Contract Awarded At December 2022 
SWC Meeting

Construction Contract
§ Opened Bids January 18, 2023

Readvertised Contract 1 Split Into Three Contracts



SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT INTAKE MODIFICATIONS

§ Completeness Review Completed By USACE 
July 2022

§ USACE Has Indicated A Six-To-Twelve-Month
Review Period

§ SWC Executed 1156 Agreement With The 
USACE To Fund The Section 408 Review 

§ Expected Bidding Timeframe For Contract 2 -
February - August 2023 - Based On Corps 
Review Timeline

CONTRACT 2



SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT INTAKE MODIFICATIONS
CONTRACT 2

§ Schedule 1 Will Include The Discharge Pipeline Which Is Necessary To 
Move Water To Biota Water Treatment Plant (Located At Max)

§ Completion Expected - Summer 2024

§ Schedule 2 Will Include The Intake Pipe Bore & Permanent Intake 
Structure

§ Completion Expected - 1-2 Years After Bidding (2024 or 2025)
§ Permitting, Funding, Construction Difficulties, Supply Chain Issues Are 

All Potential Variables

The Temporary Intake Screen Included In Contract 1 Will Be Used For Startup 
& Commissioning At Biota WTP & To Provide Raw Water Service To Minot

The Permanent Intake Will Improve Capacity & Water Quality For NAWS 

Contract 2 Will Be Divided Into 2 Bid Schedules



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase I)

• Grenora 

DIVIDE 

WILLIAMS 

IN NORTH DAKOTA 

• Noonan 

- Completed Construction 
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PHASE I - FUNDING

§ Biota WTP Is For Boundary Waters Treaty Act 
Compliance & Therefore A Federal 
Responsibility Per Dakota Water Resources 
Act

§ Garrison Diversion Unit MR&I Program Is 
Reclamation’s Only Funding For Water 
Development In North Dakota

§ All Costs Incurred For Phase I Of The Biota 
WTP Have Been Reimbursed With MR&I 
Funds. Sufficient MR&I Funding Will Be 
Available For Phase I When FY 2023 MR&I 
Funding Is Approved

§ The Line Of Credit (LOC) Was Needed To 
Award The Phase I Contracts But Funding 
From LOC Has Not Been Accessed

BIOTA WATER TREATMENT PLANT



§ The Treatment Process Includes Clarification Through 
Flocculation & Dissolved Air Flotation, Dual Media 
Filtration, UV Disinfection, & Chemical Disinfection 
Through Chlorine Converted To Chloramine

§ Freeze-Thaw Lagoons Will Be Used For Solids Residual 
Handling (Sludge From The Clarification Process)

§ Includes A Shop Building For Storing Equipment For 
Building & Grounds Maintenance As Well As Staging 
Delivered Process Equipment During Construction Of 
Phase I & Phase II

Features

BIOTA WATER TREATMENT PLANT
PHASE I  



BIOTA WATER TREATMENT PLANT

§ Shop Building Complete

§ Cast In Place Concrete Complete

§ Half Of The Roofing System Has 
Been Installed

§ Working On Interior Walls, Process 
Piping, Coatings, Wiring, HVAC, Etc.

§ Substantial Completion Date On 
The Contract - December 2023

§ Final Completion - June 2024
§ Startup Dependent On Intake 

Contract 1 & Contract 2 
Discharge Pipeline Completion -
Scheduled For Spring 2024

PHASE I



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

South Prairie Storage Reservoir

South Prairie Hydraulic Control Structure

• Grenora 

DIVIDE 

WILLIAMS 

IN NORTH DAKOTA 

• Noonan 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus • 
BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood Westhope • 
Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

Glenburn 

McLEAN 

Souris • 

McHENRY 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

Rugby 

• 

PIERCE 



§ 10.5 Million Gallon Reservoir, Flow Control Facility, 
& Hydraulic Control Structure

§ Hydraulic Control Structure Is Nearly Complete, 
Flow Control Facility Cast in Place & Precast 
Concrete Is complete

§ Reservoir Floor & Reservoir Panels Have Been 
Cast & Reservoir Will Be Erected In 2023

§ Contract Cost - $15 Million (2021-2023 Funding)

§ Completion Date On Contract - November 2023

SOUTH PRAIRIE RESERVOIR & HYDRAULIC CONTROL STRUCTURE



Located 8 Miles North Of Max At Continental Divide

The Hydraulic Control Structure Protects The Pipeline By Eliminating Pressure Spikes 

SOUTH PRAIRIE HYDRAULIC CONTROL STRUCTURE



SOUTH PRAIRIE RESERVOIR & FLOW CONTROL FACILITY
14 Miles North Of Max



§ Current Objective Is To Deliver Lake Water To 
Minot Summer/Fall Of 2024
§ Intake Contract 1 Completion - Summer 2024

§ Contract 2 - Discharge Pipeline - Anticipated 
Completion Summer/Fall 2024

§ Delays In Construction May Delay Delivery
§ Supply Chain Issues

§ Pandemic Disruptions

§ Timely Permitting

§ Funding Limitations

§ Operational Conflicts With Minot     
WTP/Peak Usage

TIMELINE FOR LAKE WATER TO MINOT



Total Raw Water Capacity From 
Ground Water -17 MGD

MINOT INTERIM WATER SUPPLY
§ Raw Water Supply For NAWS From 

Ground Water Until The Intake For 
NAWS Is Complete

§ Summer Of 2021 & 2022 - Ground 
Water Wells Had Some Operational 
Issues

§ Issues Resolved & City of Minot Has 
Signed The Amendment to The 
Interim Water Supply Agreement



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase II)

• Grenora 

DIVIDE 

WILLIAMS 

IN NORTH DAKOTA 
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- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus • 
BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood Westhope • 
Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

Glenburn 

McLEAN 

Souris • 

McHENRY 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

Rugby 

• 

PIERCE 



Minot WTP Capacity Is 18 Million 
Gallons Per Day - Built In 1950s 
& 1960s

Phase I Construction Completed 
In 2013 Replaced The Filtration 
Units, Controls 

Phase II Construction Replaced 
Softening Basins, Added 
Pretreatment Building, Replaced 
Chemical Feed Systems

MINOT WATER TREATMENT PLANT



MINOT WATER TREATMENT PLANT

§ Currently Working Through 
Finishing Details

§ Both Basins Operational

§ Final Commissioning Likely When 
Weather Allows

§ Substantially Complete, A Few 
Weather-Dependent Items Remain

§ Expected Final Commissioning -
May-June 2023

PHASE II



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Lansford Reservoir & Pump Station• Grenora 

DIVIDE 

WILLIAMS 

IN NORTH DAKOTA 

• Noonan 

- Completed Construction 
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Corner 

Mohall 
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LANSFORD RESERVOIR & PUMP STATION
LANSFORD

Reservoir
4.5 Million Gallons

Pump Station & Operation Center
2500 GPM Capacity

Operational Since October 2022



LANSFORD RESERVOIR & PUMP STATION



BOTTINEAU/ASWUD PIPELINE
Began Water Service To Bottineau - October 19, 2022



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Bottineau Reservoir & Pump Station

• Grenora 

DIVIDE 

WILLIAMS 

IN NORTH DAKOTA 

• Noonan 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus • 
BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood Westhope • 
Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

Glenburn 

McLEAN 

Souris • 

McHENRY 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

Rugby 

• 

PIERCE 



BOTTINEAU RESERVOIR & PUMP STATION
BOTTINEAU

Reservoir
1 Million Gallons

Pump Station
1400 GPM Capacity

Completion Date

June 2024



2 0 2 3 -2 0 2 5  B I EN N I U M E X EC U T I VE  B U DG E T  
PROJECT FUNDING NEEDS

Total New Authority Request For 2023-2025
$61 Million 

$25 Million Federal

$36 Million From City of Minot , RTF 



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 2

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase II) Design

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase III)

Souris Reservoir
& Pump Station

Inline Booster
Pump Stations• Grenora 

-
• 

DIVIDE 

WILLIAMS 

• Noonan 

Columbus • 

Completed Construction 

2023-2025 Planned Projects 

BURKE 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

~ Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope 

Glenburn 

Souris 

BOTTINEAU 

McHENRY 

Rugby 

• 

PIERCE 



THANK YOU
ND Department of Water Resources

701.328.2750

dwr@nd.gov

dwr.nd.gov

www.facebook.com/NDWaterResources
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Testimony of Brandon Bochenski, Grand Forks Mayor 
Senate Bill 2020 

Senate Appropriations Committee – Education & Environment Division 
Bismarck, North Dakota – January 19, 2023 

 

Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee Education and 

Environment Division.   I am here in support of funding for the Red River Valley Water Supply 

Project funding in Senate Bill 2020, in the Department of Water Resources budget.  

The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District and Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) are 

cosponsors of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWS).  Grand Forks is a large end 

user of the project and is also a member of LAWA. The Red River Valley Water Supply Project 

will mitigate the effects of moderate and severe droughts for the City of Grand Forks and for 

many North Dakota communities and rural water systems in central and eastern North Dakota.  

While we can’t predict future drought severity and length, it is inevitable that we will find 

ourselves in an extended drought that would exhaust our river flows as it has in the past.  

Having a consistent source of water through the RRVWS project is crucial to growing both 

population and industry.    

Garrison Diversion and Lake Agassiz are requesting $255 million dollars to ensure a timely 

completion of the Project over an 8-year construction schedule.  Compressing the timeframe 

will lower the cost for users by reducing inflationary pressures and increasing economies of 

scale.  This lower cost would pass through not only to the State of North Dakota, but also the 

end users, which could allow for more water systems to participate.  Allowing various 

components of the project to have less time lag between completion dates would further align 

useful life expectancies of the many phases of the project.  The final benefit of a compressed 

timeframe is incalculable, as it removes several years of risk by providing the finished product 

and water security sooner.  
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Approving a commitment from the State to complete the project and provide $255 million 

this biennium will allow the Project to move forward immediately and leverage an additional 

$85 million in local funding for a total of $340 million of shovel-ready construction and design 

work.  

Thank you, Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee 

Education and Environment Division for listening to my testimony. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Brandon Bochenski 
Mayor of Grand Forks 

 

 

,. 



Testimony 
 
 
 

Senate Bill 2020 
Senate Appropriations Committee – Education and Environment Division 

January 19, 2023 
 
 

Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee – Education and 

Environment Division.  The Valley Prosperity Partnership (VPP) is a membership organization 

led by business executives – joined by leaders from higher education, economic development, 

and chambers of commerce – to advance and advocate for shared strategic economic 

development opportunities that will strengthen and diversify the Red River Valley region and 

the entirety of North Dakota.  

 

The Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) is a top priority for the VPP because it is of 

critical importance to the economic well-being of the region’s businesses and residents. 

Without the certainty of an adequate water supply, companies may restrain their growth, 

expand elsewhere, or choose to relocate. Companies from outside the region looking for a new 

location may take cities and counties in the Valley off their short list of potential sites. The 

economic impact would be especially disastrous in the event of an extended drought, with 

losses in that scenario now estimated to reach as high as $25 billion. Simply put, the strength of 

our economy relies on a steady and reliable supply of water. 

 

The VPP greatly appreciates previous State investments in the RRVWSP. Timely additional 

investments are needed, as an expedited construction schedule reduces the risk of ongoing 

cost increases, and the uncertainty of water shortages looms large on the horizon.   Therefore, 

the VPP respectfully requests that your committee consider “accelerated funding” for the 

RRVWSP.   
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Brian Johnson, CEO, Choice Bank, 
Co-Chair Valley Prosperity Partnership* 

Judd Graham, Market President 
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Partnership* 

 
Jonathan Holth, JLG Architects 
Vice Co-Chair* 
Marshal Albright, President & CEO 
Cass County Electric Cooperative, 

Andrew Armacost, President 
University of North Dakota 

Steve Burian, President & CEO 
Burian & Associates 

Dan Conrad, President & CEO 
Blue Cross Blue Shield North Dakota 

 
David Cook, President 
North Dakota State University 

 
Tim Curoe, CEO 
RD Offutt Company 

 
Mylo Einarson, President & CEO 
Nodak Electric Cooperative 

Chad Flanagan, Partner 
Eide Bailly 

 
Rod Flanigan, President 
North Dakota State College of Science 

 
Todd Forkel, CEO 
Altru Health System 

 
Shannon Full, President/CEO 
Fargo Moorhead West Fargo 
Chamber of Commerce* 

 
Shawn Gaddie, Director of Infrastructure 
Management Services, AE2S 
AE2S 

Jim Galloway, Principal 
JLG Architects 

Kevin Hanson, President & CEO 
Gate City Bank 

 
Tiffany Lawrence, CEO & President 
Sanford Fargo 

 
Keith Lund, President & CEO 
Grand Forks Region EDC* 

William C. Marcil, Sr. Chairman 
Forum Communications Company 

Pat McAdaragh, President & CEO 
Midco 

 
Jeff Melgaard, Vice President 
Construction Engineers 

 
Tammy Peterson, Grand Forks Region 
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Bremer Bank 

 
Joe Raso, President & CEO 
Greater Fargo Moorhead EDC* 

 
Jim Roers, President & CEO 
Roers Construction & Development 

 
Richard Solberg, Chairman & CEO 
Bell State Bank & Trust 

 
David White, President 
Border States Electric 
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The Chamber Grand Forks/East Grand 
Forks* 

 
Chris Wolf, North Valley Market President 
Alerus Financial 

 
Delore Zimmerman, Executive Director* 

 
 

* Member Executive Committee 

Valley Prosperity Partnership Steering Committee 
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Senate Appropriations Committee - Education and Environment Division 

Senator Ronald Sorvaag, Chairman 

January 19, 2023 

Chairman Sorvaag, Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee- Education and 

Environment Division: 

My name is Keith Hunke and I am the City Administrator for the City of Bismarck. 

I am providing written testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020. 

Senate Bill 2020 provides the appropriation for defraying the expenses of the Department of 

Water Resources. Appropriations for water supply grants, discretionary funds for water 

projects, general water projects are included in Senate Bill 2020. 

The City of Bismarck has appreciated the collaboration between the Department of Water 

Resources team members and City of Bismarck team members involved in preparing the 2023-

2025 ND Department of Water Resources State Water Plan . Bismarck has several water utility projects 

included in the State Water Plan and are highlighted on the attachment to my testimony. These projects 

provide regional service to the University of Mary, South Central Regional Water District, United Tribes 

Technical College, and City of Lincoln. Favorable consideration and appropriation of funding for Senate 

Bill 2020 and Bismarck's water utility projects would be greatly appreciated . 

I urge you to give SB 2020 a DO PASS recommendation. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020. I am happy 

to stand for any questions the Committee may have. 

Keith J. Hunke, City Administrator 

City of Bismarck 

701-355-1300 

khunke@bismarcknd .gov 



~~ Bismarck 
PUBLIC WORKS 

City of Bismarck Public Works- Utility Operations 
2023-2025 Capital Projects Overview 

Bismarck has invested $40M in awarded contracts in the last three years (2020-2022) for watermain repairs, 
disinfecting and dewatering projects. There are several additional water utility projects, representing a tremendous 
amount of work and planning, that will affect our local and regional residents in the immediate future for which we 
are seeking state grant funding assistance . 

Water Needs - $SOM Grant 

$43M in grant funding for the WTP Expansion Project has been submitted in the 
2023-2025 ND Department of Water Resources State Water Plan. The Expansion 
Project will alleviate shortages experienced and increase output capacity to 40 
million gallons per day. This is expected to have an overall cost of $72M with $29M 
being funded by City of Bismarck utility fees. The water plant provides regional 
service to University of Mary, South Central Regional Water District, United Tribes 
Technical College, and City of Lincoln. Design work is underway. 

Two additional projects for $6M and $675K in grant funding are also submitted for Cast iron Watermain 
Replacements and an Ash Coulee Drive Watermain extension in the 2023-2025 State Water Plan . The remaining costs 
would be covered by Bismarck utility fees. Design work is underway. 

Other Utility Needs -$58M IN NEEDS 

Hay Creek Lift Station Needs - $25M 
Hay Creek Interceptor - $22M 
In 2019, this lift station was serving 6000 homes 
beyond its capacity, increasing the risk of sewer 
backups into homes during significant rain 
events. Since then, this area has seen the 
addition of Silver Ranch Elementary School, 
medical uses, and approximately 1200 new 
residential lots. Design work is underway. 

Treatment Equalization Basin - $11M 
Additional work is required for 2 million gallons of storage to balance incoming flows 
during rain events, assist with hydrogen sulfide control, piping, and aeration and 
electrical in flow control building and a biosolids equipment maintenance building. 
Regional services are provided to the Burleigh County shop, United Tribes Technical 
College, and new regional service is being evaluated to receive flows from the City of 
Lincoln. Design work is underway. 

For any additional information, please contact 
Mayor Mike Schmitz, 701-934-5040 (c), 701-355-1300 (o) mschmitz@bismarcknd.gov or 

Keith J. Hunke, 701-220-5878 (c), 707-355-1300 (o), khunke@bismarcknd.gov 



 Eric Volk, Executive Director 

ND Rural Water Systems Association 

In Support of Senate Bill 2020 

Senate Appropriations Committee-E&E Div. 

January 19, 2023 

Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations - Education and Environment 

Division, my name is Eric Volk. I am the executive director of the North Dakota Rural Water Systems 

Association (NDRWSA). Our vision is to ensure all of North Dakota has access to affordable, ample, and 

quality water. NDRWSA is committed to completing and maintaining North Dakota’s water infrastructure 

for economic growth and quality of life (see attached system map). Today I am submitting testimony in 

support of a Department of Water Resources (DWR) budget that allows for adequate funding to meet the 

critical water needs of Rural North Dakota.  

In addition to the Southwest Pipeline Project, Northwest Area Water System, the Red River Valley 

Water Supply Project and the Western Area Water Supply Project, there are currently many other rural 

and regional projects in various stages of development across the state. Some examples of these projects 

are the completion of the large expansion of the McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District, the further 

development of the East Central Regional Water District, and the start of a large user expansion for All 

Seasons Water Users District, in addition to several others; many of them located in the energy impacted 

areas of our state. All of the systems are key players in the state’s Agriculture Industry. The total cost of 

these rural and regional projects for the next biennium is $125 million ($91 million state grant is needed) 

(see attached funding map).  

These projects are designed to meet similar needs. Those needs include water quality and quantity. 

On the water quality side, the projects will help communities comply with federal mandates required by 

the Safe Drinking Water Act, including arsenic levels, nitrates, disinfection by-products, and total coliform 

bacteria. Quality issues also include water extremely high in sodium, sulfates, iron, and manganese. On 

the quantity side, many families do not have a potable source of water and even in this day and age must 

haul water for their families and livestock. 
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Meeting the demands of repairing & replacing aging infrastructure and complying with rules & 

regulations are taking its toll on many small and rural water systems. A study completed by the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency revealed the rates needed to cover future infrastructure repair 

and replacement for small systems will be four times as high as their larger counterparts. Another major 

challenge facing rural and small water systems is the ever increasing rural to urban migration, which 

continues to decrease the population base, and which adds to the cost to the individual consumer. This 

does offer a challenge in finding affordable ways to bring quality water to rural areas. Without significant 

state grant funding, the cost to the consumer is just too much for the average family to afford. 

The money spent on water projects in the past has been an investment in the future of North Dakota 

– an investment in economic development and quality of life for our citizens (see attached 23-25 project 

funding). Every rural water system that has been built in our state is still operating. They are providing 

safe, clean water to their customers, reducing their debt, putting money in reserve, complying with every 

state and federal regulation, and doing so with a prudent rate structure; albeit higher than most 

municipalities charge (see attached rate schedule). Not only do rural & regional water systems serve over 

170,000 rural residents, they also provide water to 266 (75%) of the state’s 355 incorporated cities (see 

attached map of cities not served by RW). 

With that said, the NDRWSA supports a Department of Water Resources budget that allows for 

adequate funding to meet the critical water needs of Rural North Dakota. Thank you for giving me the 

opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of the members of the NDRWSA. Eric Volk, 

ericvolk@ndrw.org.  

-

• 
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Burke-Divide-Williams Rural Water Association
(701) 965-6029

McKenzie County
Rural Water Association

(701) 444-3452

Missouri West Water System
(701) 663-8549

State Line Water Co-op
(701) 336-7681

McLean-Sheridan Water Dist
(701) 448-2686

South Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Southeast Water Users District
(701) 242-7432

All Seasons Water Users Dist
(701) 228-3663

Northeast Regional Water District
(701) 265-8503

Central Plains
Water Dist

(701) 547-3751

Agassiz Water Users Dist
(701) 869-2690

Tri-County Water Dist
(701) 345-8595

East Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 599-2963

Cass Rural Water
Users Dist

(701) 428-3139

Northwest Rural
Water District
(701) 774-8915

Standing Rock
Rural Water

(701) 854-7477

Fort Berthold Rural Water
(701) 627-8185

R & T
Water Dist

(701) 568-3422

Northwest Area
Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Northwest Area
Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Southwest Pipeline Project
(701) 225-0241

Western Area
Water Supply
(701) 774-6605

Garrison Rural
Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Garrison Rural
Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

North Prairie
Regional Water Dist

(701) 852-1886

Upper Souris
Water Dist

(701) 385-4093

Turtle
Mtn Public

Utilities
(701) 477-6159

Water Service Provided By
South Central Regional Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Stutsman Rural
Water Dist

(701) 252-7727

Spirit Lake
Rural Water

(701) 766-1209

Barnes Rural Water Dist
(701) 845-1117

Dakota Rural Water Dist
(701) 524-2393

Walsh Rural Water Dist
(701) 352-3915

Ayr

Max

Zap

Jud

Ray

Mylo

York

Nome

Kief

Leal

Mott

Page

Hope

Kulm

Loma

Ross

Calio

Crary

Upham

Perth

Oakes

Alsen
Alamo

Grano

Gilby

Pekin

Minto

Plaza

Pisek

Tioga

Elgin

Regan

Hazen

Solen

Neche

Tolna

Balta

Adams

Wales

Hague

Dazey

Rhame

Landa

Golva

Dodge

Cando

Alice

Ryder

Leith

Aneta

Martin

Crosby

Colfax

Arthur

Sarles

Conway

Rogers

Ardoch

Amidon

Sharon

Hunter

Dawson

Hensel

Amenia

Hatton

Gackle

Dickey

Bisbee

Edmore

Hebron

Havana

Reeder

Berlin

Mohall

Fingal

Epping

Manvel

Ludden

Milnor

Medora

Kramer

Lawton

Kensal

Hoople

Haynes

Hannah

Carson

Buxton

Overly

Dwight

Oriska

Cayuga

Calvin

Forbes

Finley

Antler

Surrey

Esmond

Wilton

Taylor

Tappen

Sibley

Marion

Milton

Mercer

Bergen

Verona

Tolley

Sawyer

Noonan

Nekoma

Lankin

Carpio

Bowdon

Almont

Maxbass

Stanley

Leonard

Buffalo

Monango

Loraine

Balfour

Stanton

Newburg

Gardner

Brocket

Zeeland

Kenmare

Kathryn

Egeland

Inkster

Grandin

Binford

Elliott

Kindred

Douglas

Pembina
Ambrose

WalcottSheldon

Flasher

Hampden

Hamberg

Gardena

Niagara

Pingree

Lincoln

LaMoure

Deering

Edgeley

Wolford

Rutland

McHenry

Fortuna

Bucyrus

Mapleton

Mountain

Westhope

Streeter

McClusky

Berthold

Voltaire

Bathgate

Braddock

Killdeer

Wyndmere

Glenburn Edinburg

Buchanan

Fredonia

Des Lacs

Scranton

Wildrose

Columbus

Halliday

Portland

Mantador

Barney

Fairdale

Benedict

Reynolds

Bowbells

Anamoose

Walhalla

Sykeston

Hansboro

Thompson

Venturia

Hamilton

Lansford

Sherwood

Gascoyne

Clifford

Cavalier

Arnegard

Belfield

Wimbledon

Northwood

Courtenay

Brinsmade

Briarwood

Christine

Pick City

Osnabrock

Fessenden

Davenport

Underwood

New Salem

Center

Gladstone

Granville

Woodworth

Pillsbury

Hillsboro

Bottineau

Rock Lake

Selfridge

Pettibone

Galesburg

Strasburg

Cleveland

Hettinger

Hankinson

Glenfield

Ellendale

Merricourt

Glen Ullin

Fort Yates

Donnybrook

Montpelier

Coleharbor

Lidgerwood

Petersburg

Tower City

Richardton

Hurdsfield

Burlington

Great Bend

Argusville

Grace City

Litchville

Turtle Lake

South Heart

New Leipzig

Dunn Center

New England

Willow City

White Earth

Fort Ransom

North River

Starkweather

Spring Brook

Golden
Valley

Spiritwood Lake

Sanborn

Linton

Regent

Watford City

Beach
Sentinel

Butte

Munich

Langdon

Luverne

Cooperstown

Emerado
Larimore

Lisbon

Cogswell

Forman

Mooreton

Frontier
Prairie Rose

Reile’s Acres

Forest River

Crystal
St. Thomas

Casselton

Oxbow

Fullerton

Palermo

Williston

Dickinson
West Fargo

Dec. 2022

Incorporated Cities on a Rural or Regional System
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MCHENRY
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SHERIDAN
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FOSTER
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NELSON
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WALSH
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RANSOM

BURLEIGH

Burke-Divide-Williams Rural Water Association
(701) 965-6029

McKenzie County
Rural Water Association

(701) 444-3452

State Line Water Co-op
(701) 336-7681

McLean-Sheridan Water Dist
(701) 448-2686

South Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Southeast Water Users District
(701) 242-7432

All Seasons Water Users Dist
(701) 228-3663

Agassiz Water Users Dist
(701) 869-2690

East Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 599-2963

Cass Rural Water
Users Dist

(701) 428-3139

Northwest Rural
Water District
(701) 774-8915

Standing Rock
Rural Water

(701) 854-7477

Fort Berthold Rural Water
(701) 627-8185

R & T
Water Dist

(701) 568-3422

Northwest Area
Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Northwest Area
Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Southwest Pipeline Project
(701) 225-0241

Western Area
Water Supply
(701) 774-6605

Garrison Rural
Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Garrison Rural
Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

North Prairie
Regional Water Dist

(701) 852-1886

Water Service Provided By
South Central Regional Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Stutsman Rural
Water Dist

(701) 252-7727

Spirit Lake
Rural Water

(701) 766-1209

Barnes Rural Water Dist
(701) 845-1117

Dakota Rural Water Dist
(701) 524-2393

Central Plains
Water Dist

(701) 547-3751

Missouri West
Water System
(701) 663-8549

Missouri West
Water System
(701) 663-8549

Northeast Regional Water District
(701) 265-8503

Walsh Rural
Water Dist

(701) 352-3915

Walsh Rural
Water Dist

(701) 352-3915

Turtle Mtn
Public Utilities
(701) 477-6159

Turtle Mtn
Public Utilities
(701) 477-6159

Tri-County
Water Dist

(701) 345-8595

Tri-County
Water Dist

(701) 345-8595

Upper Souris
Water Dist

(701) 385-4093

Upper Souris
Water Dist

(701) 385-4093

Devils Lake

Mandan
Bismarck

Minot

Jamestown

Dickinson

Williston

Fargo

Grand Forks

$7.1M 2

$3.8M4
$9.4M5

$2.5M3

$1.9M9

$7.2M10

$6.3M11

$10.4M14

$3.8M15

$0.7M8

$2.2M1

$3.8M17

$8.9M12

$7.1M7

$5.5M6
$3.8M16

$6.7M13

$36M18

$131.5M19

$46M20
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2718 Gateway Avenue #201 • Bismarck, ND 58503
Phone: 701-258-9249 • FAX: 701-258-5002
Email: ndrw@ndrw.org • www.ndrw.org

OUR VISION
 All of North Dakota has access to

affordable, ample, and quality water.

1 AGASSIZ WATER USERS DISTRICT – GILBY
Reservoir 1 to 3 Transmission Expansion

2 ALL SEASONS WATER USERS DISTRICT – BOTTINEAU
System 1 Expansion - Phase 2

3 CASS RURAL WATER DISTRICT – KINDRED
County Road 17 Improvements, System Wide Improvements

4 CENTRAL PLAINS WATER DISTRICT – FESSENDEN
Connection to the city of Maddock

5 EAST CENTRAL REGIONAL WATER DISTRICT – THOMPSON
Individual Service to Galesburg, Hillsboro WTP Expansion, Wellfield, Transmission & User Expansion

6 GREATER RAMSEY WATER DISTRICT – DEVILS LAKE
North System Capacity Improvements

7 MCLEAN-SHERIDAN RURAL WATER DISTRICT – TURTLE LAKE
Phase 2 WTP Construction, Phase 3 Expansion

8 MISSOURI WEST WATER SYSTEM – MANDAN
Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park Improvements

9 NORTH PRAIRIE REGIONAL WATER DISTRICT – MINOT
Reservoir 3 to Max Transmission Line

10 NORTHEAST REGIONAL WATER DISTRICT – CAVALIER
Bulk Cities to Individual Services, WTP and Wellfield Expansion

11 NORTHEAST, WALSH, AGASSIZ, TRI-COUNTY, & EAST CENTRAL RWDS
Northeast North Dakota Long-Term Groundwater Supply

12 ROLETTE COUNTY - TURTLE MOUNTAIN – BELCOURT  
Highway 43 Reservoir & Pump Station Improvements, Three Mile Road Rural 
Water Main Replacement, Highway 3 and BIA 8 Water Main Replacement

13 SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL WATER DISTRICT – BISMARCK
Service to the city of Ashley

14 SOUTHEAST WATER USERS DISTRICT – MANTADOR
West System Water Treatment Plant Improvements

15 STUTSMAN RURAL WATER DISTRICT – JAMESTOWN
Raw Water Facilities Improvement, Service to the city of Streeter

16 TRI-COUNTY WATER DISTRICT – PETERSBURG
Phase 6 Expansion, Phase 7 Expansion - McVille Area

17 UPPER SOURIS RURAL WATER DISTRICT – KENMARE
Improvements & Expansion - Phase 2

18 NORTHWEST AREA WATER SUPPLY PROJECT (NAWS) – MINOT
2023-25 Treatment & Distribution Improvements

19 SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT (SWPP) – DICKINSON
2023-25 Treatment & Distribution Improvements

20 WESTERN AREA WATER SUPPLY (WAWS) – WILLISTON
2023-25 Treatment & Distribution Improvements
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Local Sponsor Project Name SWC 23‐25 Grant Local Share Total Project Cost

Agassiz Water Users District Reservoir 1 to 3 Transmission Expansion $2,150,550 $716,850 $2,867,400

All Seasons Water Users District System 1 Expansion ‐ Phase 2 $7,125,000 $2,375,000 $9,500,000

Cass Rural Water District County Road 17 Improvements $891,675 $297,225 $1,188,900

Cass Rural Water District System Wide Improvements $1,575,000 $525,000 $2,100,000

Central Plains Water District Connection to the city of Maddock $3,750,000 $1,250,000 $5,000,000

East Central Regional Water District Individual Service to Galesburg $1,337,737 $445,913 $1,783,650

East Central Regional Water District Hillsboro WTP Expansion $2,124,513 $708,171 $2,832,684

East Central Regional Water District Wellfield, Transmission & User Expansion $5,954,906 $1,984,968 $7,939,874

Greater Ramsey Water District North System Capacity Improvements $5,521,522 $1,890,507 $7,412,029

McLean‐Sheridan Rural Water District Phase 2 WTP Construction $4,800,000 $1,600,000 $6,400,000

McLean‐Sheridan Rural Water District Phase 3 Expansion $2,300,000 $800,000 $3,100,000

Missouri West Water System Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park Improvements $744,000 $248,000 $992,000

North Prairie Regional Water District Reservoir 3 to Max Transmission Line $1,918,000 $639,000 $2,557,000

Northeast Regional Water District Bulk Cities to Individual Services $2,698,986 $899,662 $3,598,648

Northeast Regional Water District WTP and Wellfield Expansion $4,500,000 $1,500,000 $6,000,000

Northeast, Walsh, Agassiz, Tri‐County, &
East Central RWDs Northeast North Dakota Long‐Term Groundwater Supply $6,255,647 $2,085,215 $8,340,862

Rolette County ‐ Turtle Mountain Highway 43 Reservoir & Pump Station Improvements $3,000,000 $2,000,000 $5,000,000

Rolette County ‐ Turtle Mountain Three Mile Road Rural Water Main Replacement $1,125,000 $875,000 $2,000,000

Rolette County ‐ Turtle Mountain Highway 3 and BIA 8 Water Main Replacement $4,822,500 $3,607,500 $8,430,000

South Central Regional Water District Service to the city of Ashley $6,655,440 $2,218,480 $8,873,920

Southeast Water Users District West System Water Treatment Plant Improvements $10,350,000 $3,450,000 $13,800,000

Stutsman Rural Water District Raw Water Facilities Improvement $3,203,250 $1,067,750 $4,271,000

Stutsman Rural Water District Service to the city of Streeter $582,000 $194,000 $776,000

Tri‐County Water District Phase 6 Expansion $1,350,000 $450,000 $1,800,000

Tri‐County Water District Phase 7 Expansion ‐ McVille Area $2,464,500 $821,500 $3,286,000

Upper Souris Rural Water District Improvements & Expansion ‐ Phase 2 $3,750,000 $1,250,000 $5,000,000

Totals: $90,950,226 $33,899,741 $124,849,967

Northwest Area Water Supply Project (NAWS) 2023‐25 Treatment & Distribution Improvements $36,000,000 $16,200,000 $77,200,000

Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) 2023‐25 Treatment & Distribution Improvements $131,500,000 $0 $131,500,000

Western Area Water Supply (WAWS) 2023‐25 Treatment & Distribution Improvements $46,000,000 $24,000,000 $70,000,000

Totals: $213,500,000 $40,200,000 $278,700,000



Rural Water System Rates - January 2023

SYSTEM # of Users Minimum Cost $/1000 Gal. $/6000 Gal. Miles of Pipe
Agassiz Water Users District 1,400 $27.50 $8.50 $78.50 400
All Seasons Water Users District System 1-4 908 $40.00 $7.50 $85.00
All Seasons Water Users District System 4 Phase 1&2 124 $48.00 $7.50 $93.00
All Seasons Water Users District System 5 538 $48.00 $7.50 $93.00 1,700
Barnes Rural Water District #1 1,400 $50.00 $5.50 $83.00
Barnes Rural Water District #2 274 $60.00 $6.00 $96.00
Barnes Rural Water District #3 350 $56.00 $5.50 $89.00 1,200
Belcourt Public Utilities 3,500 $20.50 $5.75 $55.00 245
Cass Rural Water District 8,017 $27.00 $5.40 $59.40
Cass Rural Water District - Leonard Project 140 $40.00 $5.40 $72.40 2,400
Central Plains Water District (Old) 790 $30.00 $6.50 $69.00
Central Plains Water District (New) 340 $56.00 $7.25 $99.50 1,266
Dakota Rural Water District Expansion 1,035 $53.00 $6.50 $92.00 1,200
East Central Regional Water District 2,310 $40.00 $7.00 $82.00
East Central Regional Water District 2,469 $60.00 $7.00 $102.00 2,200
Fort Berthold Rural Water 2,500 $25.00 $5.00 $55.00 650
Garrison Rural Water District 822 $62.00 $8.00 $110.00 162
Greater Ramsey Water District 1,011 $35.00 $5.50 $68.00
Greater Ramsey Water District 1,132 $40.00 $5.50 $73.00
Greater Ramsey Water District 385 $45.00 $5.50 $78.00 1,650
McKenzie County Water Resource District 1,260 $45.90 $7.02 $88.02 1,530
McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #1 696 $62.00 $7.40 $106.40
McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #2 174 $65.00 $6.54 $104.24
McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #3 113 $76.00 $7.80 $122.80 700
Missouri West Water System 2,005 $40.00 $6.29 $77.74 650
North Prairie Regional Water District (Existing) $54.00 $9.83 $112.98
North Prairie Regional Water District (New) 4,788 $65.00 $9.83 $123.98 2,500
Northeast Regional Water District/Langdon Branch 1,299 $63.00 $6.10 $99.60
Northeast Regional Water District/North Valley Branch 1,372 $50.00 $6.10 $86.60 2,512
Northwest Rural Water District 2,600 $45.00 $8.80 $97.80 1,200
R&T Water District 825 $50.00 $7.70 $96.20 514
South Central Regional Water District (Includes 500 gals) 6,260 $34.00 $7.50 $75.25
South Central Regional Water District 1,780 $40.00 $6.00 $76.00 5,000
Southeast Water Users District Central 623 $50.00 $5.75 $84.50 547
Southeast Water Users District Central-New 138 $55.00 $5.75 $89.50 147
Southeast Water Users District East 1,810 $31.00 $4.50 $58.00 1,372
Southeast Water Users District East-New 252 $55.00 $4.50 $82.00 201
Southeast Water Users District West 732 $50.00 $3.50 $71.00 743
Southeast Water Users District West-New 136 $55.00 $3.50 $76.00 166
Southwest Water Authority 7,465 $55.32 $6.47 $94.14 5,260
State Line Water Cooperative (includes 1000 gals) 452 $40.00 $6.25 $71.25 200
Stutsman Rural Water District 1,222 $43.00 $5.35 $75.10 1,100
Stutsman Rural Water District Expansion Project 1,347 $48.00 $5.35 $80.10 1,090
Tri-County Water District 1,200 $54.00 $6.00 $90.00 1,200
Upper Souris Water District 650 $35.00 $10.00 $95.00 600
Walsh Rural Water District R1 1,232 $36.00 $7.75 $82.50
Walsh Rural Water District R3 155 $48.00 $7.75 $94.50
Walsh Rural Water District R4 142 $55.00 $7.75 $101.50 700

70,173 41,005
Median $48.00 $6.38 $85.80
Average $47.15 $6.57 $86.36

Yearly Average $1,036.38
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Testimony by Jenifer Murray, Manager/CEO 
Southwest Water Authority 

On behalf of the 
Southwest Pipeline Project 

to the 
Senate Education and Environment Committee 

Hearing on Senate Bill 2020 
January 19, 2023 

 
Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Jenifer Murray. I am the 
Manager/CEO of Southwest Water Authority (SWA) and live in Dickinson.  
 
The Southwest Pipeline Project (Project) was authorized by this legislature in 1981 and 
construction began in 1986. SWA was then authorized by the legislature in 1991 as a political 
subdivision to take on the task of overseeing the newly integrated rural water system. Since 
1996, SWA has had the responsibility of the management, operations, and maintenance of 
the state-owned Project. I am here today to ask for your continued funding support of the 
Project which is crucial not only for the quality of life in southwest North Dakota, but for the 
economics of the entire state.  
 
Senate Bill 2020 provides unprecedented support to critical water needs throughout the 
state. Within this budget, the State Water Commission (SWC) would provide over $600 
million in funding for critical water supply and flood control projects.  
 
From the beginning, funding for the construction of the Project was unique.  It was and 
remains funded with the requirement that all water customers would repay the state for 
the Project’s construction costs. To that effort, SWA’s customers have return over $90 
million back to the state through capital repayment. The financial commitment the state 
has made in the Project has benefitted southwest North Dakota, and through capital 
repayment the state is now realizing a return from its investment.  
 
The strategy SWA has taken to building for the future is three-pronged. The first prong 
includes increasing the main transmission line capacity to ensure transmission capacity 
does not become a limiting factor to connecting future customers. The second prong 
includes strategic hydraulic improvements which will allow users on SWA’s waiting lists to 
be added as subsequent customers. The third prong is the expansion of the system into 
under-served areas.  
 
Projects planned for the 2023-2025 biennium include a 12-million-gallons-per-day 
expansion of the Southwest Water Treatment Plant. The Dickinson Water Treatment Plant 
was built in 1951 and due to the circumstances of the time was adopted by the SWPP to be 
utilized as the primary treatment source. Upgrades and modifications have been done over 
the years to increase capacity and treat Lake Sakakawea’s source water. An assessment 
was done in 2021 which noted the plant is operating at or beyond its useful life at an 
increased risk of malfunction or failure. It was recommended to begin the migration of its 
capacity when funding is available. In February 2022, the decision was made by the SWC to 
begin with the process of design for the plant’s expansion. The Southwest Water Treatment 
Plant expansion membrane and equipment procurement contracts are expected  
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to be bid in June 2023. Construction and installation funding is requested at $83 million. 
Expanding the Southwest Water Treatment Plant will allow SWA to meet the water supply 
needs of the region now and for generations to come.  
 
Increasing transmission capacity and upgrading transmission facilities throughout 
southwest North Dakota is essential to continuing to provide our communities and 
customers with an adequate supply of quality water both now and into the future. West 
Zone Transmission Facility improvements will ensure that capacity is not a limiting factor 
in rural development and growth. The ability to get water to those far reaches of the system 
such as Beach, Golva, and Medora are the first step in then distributing it to rural 
customers. The West Zone Transmission Facility improvements are conceptualized at 
$17.5 million for nearly 28 miles of parallel main transmission line, upgrades to three 
separate pump stations, and addition of a 300k gallon storage reservoir.  
 
Increasing service to under-served areas has been a focus of the SWPP over the past two 
years. The Burt, Hebron Service Area, including Lake Tschida, is being canvassed for 
potential customers and is currently under preliminary design. To date, 640 residents have 
financially committed to connecting to the SWPP once construction is complete. This area 
is vast, and sparsely populated creating challenges. SWA is requesting funding of $11.2 
million in the 2023-2025 biennium to begin construction. 
 
Above and beyond the 640 customers signed up in the Burt, Hebron Service Area, including 
Lake Tschida, 670 locations system-wide have been placed on a waiting list. When the 
project was originally constructed additional capacity was estimated to be at 150%. Over 
time the need and interest in rural water has grown and the additional initial capacity has 
been allocated. Currently more than 30% of the SWPP customer base connected as 
subsequent customers. These are the people connected after the initial construction had 
already been completed. At this time, Strategic Hydraulic Improvements are being 
prioritized to enable more of these subsequent customers to connect.  

Throughout the years, SWA’s reliable, quality water has become an integral part of what 
makes southwest North Dakota a great place to live, work, and recreate. Today, SWA serves 
nearly 7,500 rural customers, and 33 communities, and yet there are water needs yet to be 
met and hundreds of people waiting for their chance to receive quality water. I am here 
today on behalf of SWA to express my support of Senate Bill 2020, and respectfully request 
your consideration of $131.6 million for the 12-million-gallons-per-day Southwest Water 
Treatment Plant expansion, West Zone Transmission Facility Improvements, Strategic 
Hydraulic improvements, and the Supplementary Intake Pump Station. For it is only with 
your financial support Southwest Water Authority can continue its mission of quality water 
for southwest North Dakota.  

Thank you.  
Jenifer Murray, 
Manager/CEO  
Southwest Water Authority 
jmurray@swwater.com 
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The SWPP Was Authorized By The North Dakota State 
Legislature Under NDCC §61-24.3-161981

 SWA Was Authorized By The North Dakota State 
Legislature and Became A Political Subdivision Under 
NDCC §61-24.5-21

1991

 Operations, Maintenance & Management Of The SWPP 
Transferred from SWC To SWA1996

Southwest Pipeline Project  is a State-Owned Regional 
Water Supply Project

 Construction Began1986



ROLE OF SWC, DWR, AND SWA

Southwest Pipeline Project

Governance By
SWC

Collaboration With 
SWA

Construction Management, Operations & Maintenance

SWC Reviews SWA’s Annual Budget, Approves Capital 
Repayment Rate, and the Replacement and 

Extraordinary Maintenance Rate 

Governance By
Publicly Elected SWA Board Of Directors

Transferred By SWC To SWA in 1996

Administered By 
DWR



SWPP FUNDING MODEL
 Funded Through The Resources Trust Fund

 Local Share For SWPP = Capital Repayment

 Capital Repayment Is A Component Of SWPP’s Water Rate

 Study Completed In 1982 - Capital Repayment Rate Based 
On Ability To Pay Adjusted Annually By The CPI

 Capital Repayment Rate For SWPP’s Rural Customers Is 
Included In The Monthly Minimum/Base Rate

 SWPP’s Customer Growth Will Result In More Capital 
Repayment Back To The State

2023 Capital Repayment Rate: 

Contract Customers (Cities) $1.42/1,000 gallons sold

2023 Capital Repayment Rate: 

Rural Customers $43.43/month
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THE SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT

• Population served is ~ 58,000
• ~7,500 rural customers
• 5,300 Miles of Pipeline
• 33 Communities
• 13 Counties

• 37 Million Gallons of Storage
• 32 Water Storage Reservoirs
• 35 Pump Stations
• 3 Water Treatment Plants
• 2 Additional Rural Water Systems

Mission: Quality Water for Southwest North Dakota
Vision: People and Business Succeeding with Quality Water

2022 Water Sales = 2.3 Billion Gallons
.......... ~ SOUTHWESTWATER 

~ ~RITY 



Addressing Waiting 
Lists and Areas Where 

Growth and 
Distribution is Limited 

by Existing 
Infrastructure

Improvements and 
Upgrades to 

Transmission Pipelines 
and Facilities 

Throughout the 
Southwest Pipeline 

Project

Capturing the Needs 
of Under-served 

Areas by Canvassing 
to Ensure All 

Potential Customers 
Have the 

Opportunity to 
Connect to Rural 

Water

Transmission 
Facility 

Improvements

Strategic 
Hydraulic 

Improvements

Expansion of 
Under-served 

Areas

Three-Pronged Approach to Building for 
the Future
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2021-2023 BIENNIUM
$33.8 

Million

• Main Transmission Line Upgrades 
• From Ray Christensen Pump Station to Belfield Reservoirs 
• From Ray Christensen Pump Station to New England Reservoirs
• From Ray Christensen Pump Station to the Davis Buttes Reservoirs

• Strategic Hydraulic Improvements
• Improvements in 4 separate service areas
• Approximately 18 miles of 3-6” pipeline and 5 booster pump stations

• Will add more than 100 subsequent customers
• Supplemental Intake Construction and Construction 

Administration 

• Southwest Water Treatment Plant Expansion Membrane 
and Equipment Procurement

• Ultra Filtration Membranes and High-Rate Softening Equipment
• Expected bid date June 2023



$131.6 M
2023-2025 Biennium Proposed 
Funding Needs for the SWPP

• Southwest Water Treatment Plant 12 MGD Expansion - $83 M

• West Zone Transmission Facility Improvements - $17.5 M

• Burt, Hebron Service Area Expansion - $11.2 M

• Strategic Hydraulic Improvements - $5 M

• Supplementary Intake Pump Station - $14 M

• DWR Agency Operations - $750,000
.......... SouTHWESTWATER 
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THE ORIGINAL PLANT DATES FROM 1951, AN ADDITION BUILT IN 1966 WITH SIGNIFICANT 
UPGRADES IN 1988. 
MODIFICATIONS TO TREAT LAKE SAKAKAWEA WATER AND INCREASE THE PLANT CAPACITY 
WERE MADE IN 1994 AND 1996.

12 MGD Water Treatment Plant
in Dickinson



6 MGD Southwest Water Treatment Plant

Operational in 2018



Southwest Water Treatment Plant 

12 MGD Expansion 
$83 M

(18 MGD Total Capacity)



WEST ZONE TRANSMISSION 
FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS$17.5 M

Transmission Facility Improvements 

from Dickinson to Beach

• Approximately 28 miles of 

Parallel Main Transmission Line

• Upgrades to Three Booster 

Pump Stations

• 300,000 Gallon Storage Reservoir



STRATEGIC HYDRAULIC 
IMPROVEMENTS$5.0 M

Distribution System 

Improvements to Serve 

Subsequent Customers

~ 670 Waiting List 

Locations



WAITING LIST

• SWA has 7,474 active rural water customer accounts

• 2,628 are subsequent customers system-wide

• ~35% of customer base added after construction, 

using all additional capacity built into the system

• Over 4,000 additional locations across the SWPP 

Service Area could potentially be served based on 

911 analysis 



RURAL CONSTRUCTION EXPANSION:
BURT-HEBRON SERVICE AREA 

INCLUDING LAKE TSCHIDA

640

Signups 

To-Date*

$11.2 M

62% Rural 

38% Lake Tschida

*In addition to Waiting Lists
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Supplementary Intake Pump Station

Dependent on 

Intake Progress

$14 M



MR&I/ARRA
$105.63 

DWSRLF $1.50 

WDTF $8.55 

USDA Bonds $15.81 

USDA Grants $15.36 
Revenue Bonds $7.05 

NRCS $0.93 

Resources Trust 
Fund $276.2

(64%)

Southwest Pipeline 
Project Funding

$431.03 Million
1981-2022
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THANK 
YOU

Jen Murray, Manager/CEO
jmurray@swwater.com

Southwest Water Authority
www.swwater.com

701.225.0241
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AUTHORITY 
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Southwest Pipeline Project
Proposed 2023-2025 Biennium 

Funding Needs

Contract Description Detail
2023‐2025 Planned 

needs 

HI Strategic Hydraulic Improvements
Distribution System Expansion to Serve Subsequent Customers 

Prioritized by Need
$5,000,000

3‐2H Southwest Water Treatment Plant 12 MGD Expansion  Construction and Equipment Installation $83,000,000

1‐2B Supplementary Intake Pump Station 
Intake Pump Station Building, Pumps, Air Chamber and SCADA 

Dependent on Supplementary Intake Completion
$14,080,000

West Zone Transmission Improvements
Transmission Facility Improvements to the West Zone including Medora 
27.8 miles of 10" and 12" Parallell, 300k gallon Reservoir, and Upgrades 

to Ray Christensen, Fryburg, and Beach Booster Pump Station
$17,560,000

* Burt, Hebron Service Area including Lake Tschida* Rural Service Expansion into Under‐served Areas $11,200,000

Department of Water Resources Agency Operations Per Biennium Agency Operations $750,000

Total 2023‐2025 Biennium Funding Needs $131,590,000

2023‐2025 Funding Request October 20221/18/20236:02 PM
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TANK

MAIN TRANSMISSION UPGRADES
7.5 MILES 16" PARALLEL PIPE

MAIN TRANSMISSION UPGRADES
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FACILITY UPGRADE FUNDING NEEDS
2023-2025 BIENNIUM

SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT
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EXISTING INTAKE

WATER TREATMENT PLANT

TANK

PUMP STATION

I
WTP

EXISTING RAW WATER PIPELINE
EXISTING SWWP PIPELINE
EXISTING MWWS PIPELINE
PROPOSED WATER PIPELINE

COMPLETED 2021-2023

UNDERWAY

PROPOSED FOR
2023-2025 BIENNIUMPS
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BACKGROUND
AND PURPOSE
The purpose of the Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) is to address water quality and 
quantity issues in southwest North Dakota by delivering high quality Missouri River 
water to the region. Authorized by the North Dakota Legislature in 1981, the SWPP 
transports raw water from Lake Sakakawea to water treatment plants located at Dick-
inson and north of Zap where it is treated and delivered to the Project’s customers in 
southwest North Dakota and Perkins County, South Dakota. Since construction began 
in 1986, the Project now includes three water treatment plants, 35 pumping stations, 
31 water storage reservoirs, and over 5,000 miles of pipe. Future construction efforts 
will address ongoing growth in the region and connection of rural customers waiting 
for SWPP water.

LOCAL SPONSOR
The SWPP is funded and owned by the state of North Dakota and administered through 
the Department of Water Resources. In 1996, the operation and maintenance of the 
SWPP was transferred to the Southwest Water Authority (SWA), a political subdivision 
established by the Legislature. Capital repayment occurs through user fees.

SOU THWES T
PIPELINE PROJECT

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

$131.6
MILL ION

LOOKING AHEAD
2023-2025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

WAT ER USERS
(7.4% OF ND POPULATION)

RUR AL CUS TOMERS

LEGISL AT IV E  DIS T R IC TS
(26, 31, 33, 36, 37, 39)

COMMUNI T IES  SERV ED

QUICK FAC TS

6

33

7.4K

58K

Local

State*

Federal**

$1.5M 71%

<1%

100%

29%

Estimated
Total Project
$691.5M

$307M

$122M

$261MForeseeable Funding Needs

State $261M

DWR COS T-SHARE
100%

Funded by State of ND with local share paid 
through user fees, including capital repayment 
($89.9M), and replacement and extraordinary 

maintenance funds ($1.5M).

Funding for strategic hydraulic 
improvements, West Zone main transmission 
line improvements, an intake pump station, 

Burt Hebron Service Area expansion, 
Southwest Water Treatment Plant expansion, 

and agency operational costs.

JANUARY 2023

*Includes bonds ($6.1M), bond payoff ($18.3M), and 
State Fiscal Recovery Funds
** Municipal, Rural and Industrial (MR&I) Program; and 
USDA Rural Development

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST
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(701) 721-7763 
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(701) 626-1566 

 

SB 2020 

SLIDE 1 – Tom Ross  

Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division, my 

name is Tom Ross. I am the mayor of Minot. I am here today to speak in support of Senate Bill 2020 and 

the allocation needed to continue progress on the Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection Project.  

With me today, is David Ashley, Chairman of the Souris River Joint Board. We will be presenting jointly 

today.  

This summer will mark 12 years since the 2011 flood devastated Minot and the surrounding region. We 

have come a long way as a community and as a basin, and much of that progress is a result of the 

support from the North Dakota Legislature. For that, we are very grateful.  

We have uploaded this joint testimony along with a series of slides and a supplemental handout. Our 

intent is to cover three topics with you today.  

First, we wish to update you regarding the status of the current biennium appropriations and how that 

funding is being utilized.  

Second, we want to share good news regarding the overall budget of the project and how our work to 

secure federal funding has reduced the anticipated State share of the project.  

Finally, we want to talk about a financial plan to finish this project by 2035 and how we would utilize this 

upcoming biennium’s appropriation, if approved.  

David Ashley is going to say a few words and cover slides 2 through 16, and then I will be back at the 

podium to wrap up with slides 17 through 21.  
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SLIDE 2 – David Ashley  

On behalf of the Souris River Joint Board, let me also say ‘thank you’ for your support for this regional 

flood protection project.  

The information shown on this slide illustrates the sources and uses for the current biennium’s 

appropriation to the Mouse River project. A total of $84.5 million was appropriated, with $74.5 million 

coming through House Bill 1431 (also known as the bonding bill) and the balance of $10 million coming 

through House Bill 1020, the Department of Water Resources budget bill.  

The appropriated funding was then allocated by the State Water Commission, with $71.35 million going 

to the Souris River Joint Board for construction, engineering and acquisitions generally outside Minot 

city limits, and the balance of $13.15 million going to the City of Minot for acquisitions within Minot city 

limits.  

SLIDE 3 – David Ashley 

The table on this slide indicates the individual activities included in the original work plan for the current 

biennium. Generally, we had approximately $22.5 million total in acquisitions, $12 million total in 

engineering and permitting, and $92 million in construction, for a total program of $126.5 million. The 

State share of that total was $84.5 million.  

SLIDE 4 – David Ashley 

This slide shows graphically where the activities were located in Minot, with design activities shown in 

maroon and construction activities shown in orange. The bulk of the construction funding is being used 

to construct the Northeast Tieback Floodwall in northeast Minot.  

SLIDE 5 – David Ashley 

We have split the Minot system into three separate milestones, with each having the ability to function 

independently. Thanks to your previous support, we have been able to make significant progress 

towards Minot Milestone 1. The fully funded portions are shown in the solid green lines and the portion 

yet to be funded is shown with a dashed green line. This dashed area is known as the Maple Diversion, 

and is the portion of the project which has a federal interest and a federal funding partner through the 

US Army Corps of Engineers. In January 2022, an announcement was made by Senator Hoeven that 

$61.45 million was appropriated for this portion of the project.  

SLIDE 6 – David Ashley  

This slide shows FEMA’s proposed regulatory floodplain through Minot. As you can see, there are 

thousands of homes within their proposed floodplain. The owners of these homes would generally be 

required to purchase high risk flood insurance if they have any type of mortgage or debt on their 

property. This is a major economic hardship, with projected premiums exceeding $10,000 annually for 

some of the lowest-lying homes.  

  



SLIDE 7 – David Ashley 

This is how the completion of Minot Milestone 1 will affect that regulatory floodplain. Approximately 

60% of the homes within the regulatory floodplain in Minot would be mapped out, once the Maple 

Diversion is completed. While this is a significant improvement within Minot, it’s important to point out 

that two additional milestones will still remain to be achieved.  

SLIDE 8 – David Ashley 

We’ve also been completing work outside of Minot. Our work plan includes the replacement of three 

bridges to eliminate bottlenecks along the river at Mouse River Park in Renville County and also at 

Sawyer and Velva, downstream of Minot. In addition, the design of the levee at Robinwood, located 

west of Minot, is included in the current biennium work plan.  

SLIDE 9 – David Ashley 

Levee work in Burlington is substantially complete. Final cleanup, paving, and landscaping will be 

completed this spring. But if Burlington were to see a flood of similar magnitude to what was 

experienced in 2011, the community would be safe without much emergency effort. We look forward to 

celebrating this milestone in Burlington next spring, and we hope that you would be able to join us in 

that celebration.  

 SLIDE 10 – David Ashley  

During the last legislative session, House Bill 1020 included legislative intent related to the anticipated 

State share necessary to complete the project. That figure was estimated to be $604 million, with the 

final appropriation being made in the 39-41 Biennium. With the current biennium appropriation of 

$84.5 million, the remaining State share, per the legislative intent, would be $519.5 million. We have 

done some significant work to improve upon that remaining commitment.  

SLIDE 11 – David Ashley 

Since the 2021 legislative session, the Souris River Joint Board and the City of Minot have secured 

approximately $71 million in federal funding for the project – with $61.5 million through the US Army 

Corps of Engineers and $9.8 million through the Department of Defense.  

The federal grants are used to reduce both the State and local shares of the project. For every $1.00 of 

federal funding secured for construction of the project, it reduces the projected State share by $0.65.  

We have been working diligently with the City of Minot on the local funding related to the project, and 

they have been exceptional partners. With the legislature’s generosity in the last session and the federal 

funding injection into the project, we are in an excellent position to complete this project.  

SLIDE 12 – David Ashley  

We want this project done by 2035, and we think it is absolutely achievable. To get this done by 2035, 

the average appropriation level would be about $8 million less per biennium than what we are working 

with currently. We have developed three funding scenarios to illustrate the benefit to the State and to 

local stakeholders of expediting the completion of the project.  

  



SLIDE 13 – David Ashley 

The average appropriation level for the project since 2011 has been approximately $52 million per 

biennium. If we were to continue at that rate, the project would be complete by around 2041. There 

would be $687 million of improvements remaining with this approach.  

SLIDE 14 – David Ashley 

This slide shows a second scenario which would allow us to complete this project sooner and at a lower 

cost to the taxpayer. At a levelized appropriation of $76.1 million per biennium, the final appropriation 

would be made in the 31-33 biennium and we would be able to have the project complete by 2035. 

With this approach, the total cost of the work remaining would be $640 million. Total cost savings would 

be $47 million as compared to Scenario 1, with the State’s share being approximately $32 million of the 

total.   

SLIDE 15 – David Ashley 

A third scenario has been developed which would front-load the appropriation with $100 million for the 

next biennium, with the amount tailing off to approximately $64 million in the 31-33 biennium. With this 

approach, the total cost of the work remaining would be $632 million. Total cost savings would be $55 

million as compared to Scenario 1, with the State’s share being approximately $37 million of the total.  

SLIDE 16 – David Ashley 

If Scenario 3 was supported by the Legislature, this chart depicts our proposed work plan for the 

upcoming biennium. Generally, acquisitions would total approximately $26 million, design and 

permitting would total $3 million, and construction would represent the bulk of the investment at 

approximately $182 million. The total program for the next biennium would be approximately $211 

million, with the State share being $100 million of the total. As I mentioned previously, the City of Minot 

has been a steadfast supporter of the work of the Souris River Joint Board. Mayor Ross will speak to 

Minot’s perspectives on funding scenarios and fast-tracking the completion of this project.  

SLIDE 17 – Tom Ross 

We are asking for your support of either Scenario 2 or Scenario 3. We have coordinated both of these 

approaches with our ability to finance the required local match and feel confident moving forward with 

either of these scenarios. Because Scenario 3 offers an $8 million overall savings as compared to 

Scenario 2, we would prefer Scenario 3.  

SLIDE 18 – Tom Ross 

If the Legislature supports Scenario 3, it could reduce the amount pledged by the State during the last 

session by up to $143.5 million. How is this possible? The influx of federal funding that we mentioned 

combined with shortening the implementation schedule to combat the effects of inflation.  

  



SLIDE 19 – Tom Ross 

Savings for North Dakota residents go beyond the capital cost savings. As Dave Ashley mentioned 

previously, flood insurance reforms will continue to affect Mouse River valley residents as a result of 

two factors: (1) Congressional reforms of the National Flood Insurance Program which will phase out the 

federal subsidy of the program, and (2) revised Flood Insurance Rate Maps for the valley which will place 

approximately 3,000 properties in the regulatory floodplain.  

SLIDE 20 – Tom Ross 

The rough economics associated with these two factors are that Minot residents will be paying about $9 

million per year in mandatory flood insurance premiums. In addition to impacting a family’s bottom line, 

the flood insurance requirements will significantly devalue properties within the valley. Many of these 

properties carry multiple debt instruments, including a mortgage and disaster assistance loans provided 

through the Small Business Administration following the flood. 

Additionally, the 2011 flood caused $1 billion in damage to public and private property. Construction of 

the project prevents those damages from occurring in the future, should we experience another flood 

similar to 2011.  

SLIDE 21 – Tom Ross 

Once again, thank you for your leadership and your steadfast support of Minot and the basin as we 

continue to recover from the 2011 flood and rebuild the community for future generations of North 

Dakotans.  



PREVIOUS FUNDING

To date, the project has received funding from State, federal and local agencies totaling approximately $535 million, 
with $313.2 million being provided by the State of North Dakota. This funding has been used for acquisitions, 
relocations, design, permitting and construction activities. The average State appropriation level for the Mouse 
River Enhanced Flood Protection Project has been $52.2 million per biennium since 2011.

Faster Implementation Will Save the State 
of North Dakota Millions

PROJECT FINANCIAL SUMMARY
BASIN-WIDE FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT
FOR MINOT, RURAL COMMUNITIES, AND BASIN RESIDENTS

JANUARY 2023

INFLATION

Thus far, the project has been able to counteract the 
effects of inflation through value engineering and 
receipt of competitive construction bids. 

The Souris River Joint Board continuously evaluates 
the cost of various flood control construction 
features. Since construction of the project began 
in 2017, construction inflation on the Mouse River 
Enhanced Flood Protection Project has significantly 
outpaced the national average inflation (based on 
the Consumer Price Index). From 2017 to 2022, the 
average cost of reinforced concrete for floodwalls 
increased from $750 per cubic yard to $1,200 per 
cubic yard. In the same period, the average cost of 
levee embankment increased from $9.50 per cubic 
yard to $11.75 per cubic yard. The average annual 
cost increases since 2017 for various flood control 
work items are shown at right.

REINFORCED 
CONCRETE 
FLOODWALL

10%
ANNUALLY

EARTHEN 
LEVEE

4%
ANNUALLY

EROSION 
CONTROL
ROCK 
RIPRAP

6%
ANNUALLY

ASPHALT 
PAVEMENT

4%
ANNUALLY

18” STORM
SEWER

7%
ANNUALLY
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PROJECT COMPLETION SCENARIOS 

The project completion schedule is directly dependent on two variables - the level of appropriation and the rate 
of inflation. As appropriations are made, project components are designed and constructed to match the available 
funding. As the schedule for the project extends, the costs will continue to increase due to inflation. Scenarios 2 
and 3 below demonstrate considerable cost savings to the project and the State of North Dakota associated with 
advancing the construction schedule. For the baseline assessment of potential savings, the construction inflation 
rate was assumed to be 3%.
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SCENARIO 1 

$687M

Scenario 1 - 2041 Completion
 
The 2041 Plan is based on assuming the average 
of State appropriations since 2011, or $52.2 million, 
in the 2023-2025 biennium and beyond to project 
completion. Based on this assumed funding scenario, 
the final appropriation will be made in the 2037-
2039 biennium, with construction being completed 
in 2041. The total cost to complete the project in this 
scenario is $687 million. 

Scenario 2 - 2035 Completion Plan A
 
2035 Plan A is based on assuming five biennia of equal 
appropriations necessary to complete the project. The 
biennial appropriation level would be $76.1 million, 
with the final appropriation being made in the 2031-
2033 biennium and construction being completed in 
2035. The total cost to complete the project in this 
scenario is $640 million. 

2035 Plan A results in a total cost savings of $47 
million as compared to the 2041 Plan, with the State 
of North Dakota saving approximately $32 million. 

Scenario 3 - 2035 Completion Plan B
 
2035 Plan B is an accelerated version of 2035 Plan A. The 
biennial appropriation level would be $100 million for 
the 2023-2025 biennium, decreasing to $63.6 million 
in the 2031-2033 biennium. Construction would be 
completed in 2035. The total cost to complete the 
project in this scenario is $632 million. 

2035 Plan B results in a total cost savings of $55 
million as compared to the 2041 Plan, with the State 
of North Dakota saving approximately $37 million. 

A cost savings of 
$55 million

A cost savings of 
$47 million

$413M STATE | $71M FEDERAL | $203M LOCAL
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SCENARIO 2

$640M
$381M STATE | $71M FEDERAL | $188M LOCAL
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SCENARIO 3

$632M $376M STATE | $71M FEDERAL | $185M LOCAL

City of Mtfiot. 
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21-23 Biennium 
Funding Summary

$84.5 Million Total 

$74.5 Million via           
HB 1431 (Bonding Bill)

$10.0 Million via           
HB 1020 (DWR Budget 
Bill) 

Allocated by State Water 
Commission in August 
2021

Uses: 

◦ $71.35 Million to the Souris River Joint Board for 
Construction and Engineering Throughout the 
Basin (Including Minot) and Acquisition 
Activities Generally Outside Minot City Limits 

◦ $13.15 Million to the City of Minot for 
Acquisition Activities inside City Limits in 
Support of US Department of Housing & Urban 
Development (HUD) National Disaster Resilience 
(NDR) Program

$71.35 M $13.15 M
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Original           
21-23 Biennium 
Work Plan

Estimated             

Activity Cost

Minot 17,533,333$               

Outside of Minot 5,000,000$                 

Phase WC-2: Robinwood Levee 4,000,000$                 

Phase MI-8: Valker Road South Levee 3,000,000$                 

Phase MI-9: Burdick Expressway Bridge 4,000,000$                 

Phase RU-1: Rural Conveyance Improvements 1,000,000$                 

Phase MI-5: Northeast Tieback Floodwall 64,000,000$               

Phase WC-1B: Tierrecita Vallejo Levee South 13,000,000$               

Phase SA-1: Sawyer Bridge 4,000,000$                 

Phase VE-1: Velva Bridge 4,000,000$                 

Phase RC-1: Mouse River Park Bridge 4,000,000$                 

Phase RU-1: Rural Conveyance Improvements 3,000,000$                 

126,533,333$             

84,500,000$               

42,033,333$               

PROPERTY 

ACQUISITIONS            

(75% STATE)

DESIGN &             

PERMITTING                

(65% STATE)

CONSTRUCTION                

(65% STATE)

TOTAL

STATE FUNDS

LOCAL FUNDS

3
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Original 2021-2023 Biennium 
Minot Work Plan 

Northeast Tieback 

Floodwall Construction 

($64M Total)

Tierrecita Vallejo 

South Levee 

Construction 

($13M Total)

Valker Road 

Levee South 

Design ($3M 

Total)

Burdick Expy Bridge / 

Roosevelt Park Zoo 

Design ($4M Total)

Minot Acquisitions

($17.5M Total)
21-23 Work Plan Legend: 

Construction Activity

Design Activity4



Significant Progress Made Towards 
Minot Milestone 1

Construction Funding Status: 

Fully Funded

Not Yet Funded

Tierrecita Vallejo 

Levee Phases

Construction 

Complete 2023

Napa Valley / Forest 

Road Levees 

Construction 

Complete 2020 4th Avenue 

Floodwalls 

Construction 

Complete 2021

Northeast Tieback 

Floodwall 

Construction 

Complete 2025

Maple Diversion:

• January 2022 Funding Announcement 

• $61.45 Million (Fully Funded Federal 

Share)

• Non-Federal Share not yet secured

5■■■■■■ 



Future FEMA Regulatory Floodplain Prior to Milestone 1 6



Removes Approximately 

60% of Minot Residents 

from the FEMA Regulatory 

Floodplain

Interim Regulatory Floodplain Following Minot Milestone 1 7



Mouse River Park 

Sawyer

Velva

Robinwood

Robinwood Levee 

Design ($4M Total)

Mouse River Park 

Bridge Construction 

($4M Total)

Sawyer Bridge 

Construction 

($4M Total)

Velva Bridge 

Construction 

($4M Total)

Original 2021-2023 Biennium
Rural Work Plan

21-23 Work Plan Legend: 

Construction Activity

Design Activity

Rural Acquisitions 

($5M Total)

Rural Conveyance 

Improvements

($4M Total) 8



Progress in Rural Portions 
of the Mouse River Valley 

Construction Funding Status: 

Fully Funded

South Mouse 

River Levee 

Phase Complete 

2021

Bridge 

Replacement 

Complete 2019

North 

Mouse River 

Levee Phase 

Complete 

2022

Des Lacs 

River Levee 

Phase 

Complete 

2023

Burlington

Construction of all Burlington 

phases of the project will be 

complete by 2023. 
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Previous 
Legislative 
Intent 

• Legislative Intent included in House Bill 1020 
(2021 Session) identified the anticipated 
State share of $604 million to complete the 
project. This was based on average historical 
appropriations for the project, with the final 
appropriation being made in the 39-41 
Biennium. 

• With the 21-23 Biennium appropriation of 
$84.5 million, the remaining State share, per 
Legislative Intent, would be $519.5 million. 

10
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Significant 
Reduction in 
Overall 
Budget due 
to Federal 
Involvement 
& Timing

The federal participation is shared proportionately between the State 
and Local partners based on the established cost share percentages 

for the project

For every $1.00 of federal funding secured for construction, it 
reduces the projected State share of the project by $0.65

Since 2021 Legislative Session, the SRJB and City of Minot have 
secured approximately $71 million in federal funding

$61.5 million through USACE 
(Infrastructure Investment and 

Jobs Act)

$9.8 million through Department 
of Defense (Defense Community 

Infrastructure Program)

11



We Wish to Secure 
a Commitment to 
Finish this Project 
by 2035

Three funding scenarios have 
been developed to illustrate 
the benefit to the State and 
local stakeholders of securing 
federal funding and 
expediting the completion of 
the project. 

12



Funding 
Scenarios

Scenario 1

(Status Quo / 
Average of 
Previous 
Appropriations)

$687 M

TOTAL

$413 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $203 M LOCAL

13

Biennial State Funding 
2041 Construction Completion (Status Quo) 
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Funding 
Scenarios

Scenario 2

(Accelerated w/ 
Consistent 
Commitment 
Over Time) 

$640 M

TOTAL

$381 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $188 M LOCAL

$47 M TOTAL COST SAVINGS

$32 M STATE COST SAVINGS

(as compared to Scenario 1) 14

Biennial State Funding 
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Funding 
Scenarios

Scenario 3

(Accelerated 
with Decreasing 
Commitment 
Over Time) 

$632 M

TOTAL

$376 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $185 M LOCAL

$55 M TOTAL COST SAVINGS

$37 M STATE COST SAVINGS

(as compared to Scenario 1) 15

Biennial State Funding 
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 Total Estimated 

Cost to Complete 

Minot 22,000,000$       

Outside of Minot 4,300,000$          

DESIGN & 

PERMITTING
Phase WC-3: Kings Court Levee 3,000,000$          

Phase MI-4: Maple Diversion 100,000,000$     

Phase MI-6: Downtown Levee / Floodwall (Partial) 40,000,000$       

Phase MI-7: Roosevelt Park Levee / Floodwall 42,000,000$       

Total 211,300,000$     

State Funds 100,000,000$     

Federal Funds 61,500,000$       

Local Funds 49,800,000$       
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Proposed Work Plan 
(23-25 Biennium)

If the Legislature 
was to Support 
Scenario 3 
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Scenarios 2 and 3 are 
coordinated with the 
ability to finance the 
local match. 

Bonds have previously 
been sold by the City of 
Minot to provide local 
match funds for the next 
(approximately) three 
years’ construction. 

Additional local funding 
will be secured to match 
State appropriations for 
Scenarios 2 or 3.

$640 M

TOTAL

$381 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $188 M LOCAL

$632 M

TOTAL

$376 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $185 M LOCAL

17

$100.0 

c ,1l $80.0 

~ $60.0 

S20.0 

$1000 

c 
S80.0 ~ 

! 
C: 

S60.0 

.e 
'iii $40.0 'C 

"' e 
Q, 520_0 "' <( 

S· 

Biennial State Funding 
2035 Construction Completion 

$76.l S76.J $76.l $76.l S76.1 

S- S- S· 

23-25 25-27 27-29 29-31 31-33 33-35 35-37 37.39 

Biennium 

Biennial State Funding 
2035 Construction Completion 

S100.0 

$76.1 
S70.0 S66.0 S63.6 

I I I s S- 5. 

23-25 25-27 27.29 29-31 31 33 33-35 35-37 37.39 

Biennium 



We are asking the 
Legislative 
Assembly to 
consider supporting 
Scenario 2 or 
Scenario 3

Support of Scenario 3 would reduce the amount 
pledged by the State during the last session, in 
terms of Legislative Intent, by up to $143.5 
million. 

How? 

• Influx of federal support ($71 million) in 
2022

• Shortening the implementation schedule 
to complete the project by 2035

Please keep in mind that these projections are 
based on an average inflation rate for the past 
10 years of approximately 3% annually. 
Sustained high inflation will negatively affect 
the project’s financial trajectory. 
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Additional 
Savings for 
North Dakota 
Residents

Flood Insurance reforms will continue to affect Mouse 
River valley residents as a result of two factors: 

• Congressional reform of the National Flood 
Insurance Program which eliminates the federal 
subsidy for the program over time

• Revised Flood Insurance Rate Maps for the 
Mouse River valley which will place 
approximately 3,000 properties in the regulatory 
floodplain
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Additional 
Savings for 

North Dakota 
Residents

Once new Flood Insurance Rate Maps become effective 
and the rates are transitioned to fully actuarial (i.e. no 
federal subsidy), Minot residents are expected to pay 
approximately $9 million per year in flood insurance 
premiums. 

• Federal flood insurance paid by area residents is 
used to subsidize the overall portfolio of the NFIP 
but are mandated by financial institutions with 
federally secured mortgages or loans

• Significant negative effect on the value of properties 
within the Mouse River valley

The 2011 flood caused approximately $1 billion in 
damages. Construction of the Mouse River Plan prevents 
those damages from occurring in the future. 
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On behalf of the 
residents of the 
Mouse River 
Basin…

Thank You! 

Project information may be viewed or downloaded at: 

http://www.mouseriverplan.com

Construction progress videos may be viewed at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJEMcuR74qzNP
Z83qzQhCTg
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FMWF Chamber Support for SB 2020 

 
01/19/2023 
 
Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations - Education and Environment Division Committee:   
 
For the record, my name is Shannon Full, and I have the pleasure of serving as the President/ CEO of the Fargo 
Moorhead West Fargo (FMWF) Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber's mission is to be a catalyst for economic 
growth and prosperity for businesses, members, and the greater community. On behalf of our over 1,900 
members, I respectfully offer testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020, as it relates to the Red River Valley Water 
Supply Project (RRVWSP).  
 
I would like to start by thanking members of the Legislative Assembly for their steadfast leadership and 
commitment to the FM Diversion project, protecting our region from the unpredictable Red River. With this 
project fully funded and construction well underway, our community is thrilled to have permanent flood 
protection in times of water abundance. Unfortunately, this unpredictability of the Red River leaves many 
throughout the eastern side of our state without a sustainable supply of emergency water during times of scarcity. 
The Red River Valley Water Supply Project is the solution to providing central and eastern North Dakota with a 
sustainable water supply, protecting hundreds of thousands of North Dakotans and thousands of businesses from 
drought.  
 
Naturally, as our population continues to grow throughout the Red River Valley, land and water usage will also 
continue to grow. This is why we believe both the protection against flooding and the supply of water are crucial 
components to the current and future development of our state and region. Just in the last year, our region 
generated over 18 billion dollars in gross regional product, producing millions in state revenue. This project will 
not only mitigate drought conditions but will foster economic development by meeting municipal and industrial 
water demands, ultimately securing and growing that source of revenue. The RRVWSP is key to the sustainability 
and development of our region’s health and economic vibrancy. 
 
The increasing demand for water is not only present across our great state, but across the nation. As you may 
know, states like California, Arizona, Nevada, and others throughout the western United States are in desperate 
need of sustainable water sources. Community and business leaders throughout those states have already begun to 
explore creative solutions that tap into the Missouri River’s water supply, such as a pipeline to feed the Colorado 
River Basin. While the feasibility of these projects may be unknown, their demand for water is certain. The timing 
of the project is pivotal to securing the necessary rights before the opportunity lapses. The FMWF Chamber 
respectfully requests that this committee and the Senate Appropriations committee provide this project with 
adequate and sustainable funding, to allow for its swift completion. 
 

On behalf of our members, I would like to thank the committee for their time and consideration this morning.     

   

Respectfully,      

  

Shannon Full   

President/CEO   

FMWF Chamber of Commerce   
sfull@fmwfchamber.com   
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Testimony of Medora Area Planning Leadership Group 
Senate Bill 2020  
Senate Appropriations Committee – Education & Environment Division 
Bismarck, North Dakota – January 19, 2023 
 
 
Chairman Sorvaag and Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee Education and 
Environment Division: 
 
The Medora Area Planning leadership group supports the funding request of the 
Southwest Water Authority within the Department of Water Resources budget, Senate 
Bill 2020. The leadership group which consists of the City of Medora, Billings County, 
the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library Foundation, and the Theodore Roosevelt 
Medora Foundation have partnered and been leading a comprehensive planning effort 
for the Medora area over the last 15 months.  
 
Our comprehensive planning efforts have identified long-term needs of the Medora area 
due to projected growth in tourism and population. For instance, the City of Medora will 
need to increase its water supply from 150 gallons per minute to 225 gallons per 
minute to serve the projected growth in tourism and population. The Southwest Water 
Authority has requested funding to provide greater service to southwestern North 
Dakota. The people of the City of Medora and Billings County are part of the larger 
region that will benefit from the approval of Southwest Water Authority’s funding 
request in SB 2020. An adequate supply of drinking water is crucial if we want to 
accommodate the growth that is anticipated within 10 years.  
 
Please approve Southwest Water Authority’s funding request to ensure Medora and 
other southwest North Dakota cities continue to have an adequate supply of drinking 
water and for fire protection.  
 
Thank you, Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee 
Education and Environment Division for accepting the Medora Area Planning leadership 
group’s testimony for Senate Bill 2020.  
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BILLINGS COUNTY 

P.O. Box 168 

Medora, ND 58645-0168 

Phone (701) 623-4377           Billings County Commission              Fax (701) 623-4761  

 Lester Iverson District 1  Michael Kasian District 2         Dean Rodne District 3      
 

September 29, 2022 

 

 

Jen Murray, Manager/CEO Via email to:  jmurray@swwater.com 

Southwest Water Authority cc Dr. Andrea Travnicek, ND Dept. of Water Resources 

4665 2nd Street SW Via email to:  atravnicek@nd.gov   

Dickinson, ND 58601-7231 

 

Dear Jen, 

 

Earlier this year Billings County and the City of Medora partnered with the Theodore Roosevelt 

Presidential Library Foundation and the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation to prepare a 

comprehensive plan in anticipation of growth and development impacts from the TR Presidential Library 

and other improvements within the Medora area.  The Medora Area Plan is nearing the final stage of 

public review and adoption and wet infrastructure is a key component of the plan. 

 

The county appreciates Southwest Water Authority’s recent commitment to increase the City of Medora’s 

contracted flowrate to 150 gpm.  However, upon further review of peak water usage in the summer 

months as identified in the preliminary engineering report prepared by Brosz Engineering, water usage is 

estimated at 212 gpm and a recommended flowrate to handle future growth is 225 gpm. 

 

Water availability and quality are essential for housing and economic development.  Billings County has 

78 of the 734 applications on SWA’s waiting list and the county expects the increased capacity to Medora 

to assist in reaching some of the rural areas of Billings County.  Increasing SWA’s capacity and 

maximum flowrate to the City of Medora from 150 gpm to 225 gpm is consistent with the following 

goals, objectives, and policies of Billings County’s Comprehensive Plan: 

 

• Provide for steady, responsible residential and commercial growth and development. 

• Cooperate with the City of Medora to accomplish common goals. 

• Promote the County’s tourism and recreational opportunities, particularly as an economic tool, 

and maintain a strong working relationship with local tourist entities and the City of Medora in 

the development of the local tourism industry. 

• Promote the economic revitalization of Billings County and Southwestern North Dakota 

• Ensure the efficient and economical provision of adequate public services, facilities, and utilities 

for County residents. 

• Ensure adequate rural and community fire protections. 

 

The Commission would also like to invite you and others from the Southwest Water Authority and the 

ND Department of Water Resources to the next community engagement workshop for the Medora Area 

Plan.  This workshop will be held from 3:30pm to 5:30pm MDT on Sunday, October 2, 2022 at the 

community center in Medora.  For more information please visit https://www.medora150.com/. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

      

Lester Iverson, Chairman Enclosure:  Wet Infrastructure – Medora Area Plan 

Billings County Commission Prepared by Brosz Engineering 

https://www.medora150.com/


Southwest Water Authority 
Jen Murray, Manager/CEO 
4665 2nd Street SW 
Dickinson, ND 58601-7231 

Re: Amendment Request for Increase Flow Rate 
Water Service Contract 1736-18 

Dear Ms. Murray: 

The City of Medora is requesting an amendment to Section VI, Paragraph B.2 of our Water Service 
Contract. We are requesting that the maximum flow rate to be provided by the Southwest Water 
Authority to the City be changed from a not-to-exceed 150 gallons per minute to 225 gallons per minute. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me, or the City Engineer Mike Njos, PE at 701-260-
2113(cell) or email him at njos@highlandseng.com. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas E 
Acting M or/President, City of Medora 
Phone: 701-623-4828 
Email: amble.inn.medora@gmail.com 

465 Pacific Avenue 
P.O. Box 418A 

Medora, ND 58645 

mauditor@midstate.net 
www.medorand .com 

701.623.4828 
Fax 701.623.4924 

CITY OF HISTORIC MEDORA 
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r· Grand Forks 
Region ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Testimony of Mr. Keith Lund 
Grand Forks Region Economic Development Corporation President & CEO 

Senate Bill 2020 
Senate Appropriations Committee, Education and Environment Division 

Bismarck, North Dakota - January 19, 2023 

Chairman Sorvag and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Education and 

Environment Division . My name is Keith Lund, and I am President & CEO of the Grand Forks 

Region Economic Development Corporation. I am providing written testimony in support of 

funding for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project in the Department of Water Resources 

budget contained within Senate Bill 2020. 

The Red River Valley Water Supply Project is tremendously important for population and 

industry growth in North Dakota. The Project will deliver water from the Missouri River to 

central and eastern North Dakota, which will mitigate the effects of moderate and severe 

droughts and provide a consistent and reliable water source for many North Dakota 

communities and rural water systems, which in total serve nearly half of our State's population. 

Agriculture is a key economic driver of North Dakota and Agribusiness is a key 

underpinning of the Grand Forks Region EDC's economic development strategy. Agribusiness 

and industry cannot exist without adequate water supply. The Red River Valley is one of the 

best places in the world for production agriculture, and as a result, we have tremendous 

opportunities to leverage this strength to develop agribusiness and further expand and diversify 

the State's economy. The agribusiness industry needs a reliable water supply to flourish and our 

capacity to develop this and other industries will decrease if we are not able to demonstrate a 

stable water supply. 

120 N. 4th St. I Grand Forks, ND 58203 

P 701.746.2720 I F 701.746.2725 I www.grandforks.org 



I encourage the Committee to develop and appropriate necessary funds to a plan that 

will complete the project in a reasonable timeframe, ideally less than 10-years. This will avoid 

costly delays in this inflationary environment and reduce the risk of not having the project 

serving the needs of nearly half of North Dakota residents and important industry in North 

Dakota when needed. 

Thank you, Chairman Sorvaag, and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, 

Education and Environment Division for your service to the State of North Dakota and for the 

opportunity to provide this written testimony. 



2023 - 2025 BIENNIUM  FUNDING REQUEST 

SB 2020 - DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES FUNDING 

GWEN CRAWFORD   |   VALLEY CITY ADMINISTRATOR   |    GCRAWFORD@VALLEYCITY.US   |    701 845 1700 

VALLEY CITY-SHEYENNE RIVER 

PERMANENT FLOOD PROTECTION 

“Thank you for your continued support of the Valley City 
Permanent Flood Protection Project. With your help we 

can continue to protect our city” 
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CHAIRMAN SORVAAG AND MEMBERS OF THE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE: 

Valley City sits along the Sheyenne River and is the first community downstream from Baldhill Dam. During the spring of 

each year, the Sheyenne River swells from snow melt with water levels peaking in March and April. During the spring of 

2009, our community encountered a record flood, only to repeat it with a near record flood in the spring of 2011.   

• Historic Crests (Top 5) 

• *20.69 ft  April 13, 2009 

• 20.66 ft  April 18, 2011 

• 20.00 ft  April 1, 1882 

• 18.78 ft  April 21, 1996 

• 18.09 ft  May 1, 2022  

 

 

 

Each time our community experiences flood conditions, considerable amounts of resources are expended to combat the rising 

waters. With nearly back to back annual flooding events, City and community resources have been stressed financially and 

socially in recent years. Economic impacts are felt months and years after the flood waters have receded. Years of facility and 

infrastructure repair follow these floods. 

To mitigate these disruptions to the community, our City is implementing permanent flood protection. The completed projects 

will provide permanent flood protection for our community eliminating the need for emergency flood fighting efforts for our 

citizens. Not needing to construct and remove emergency levees will mitigate damage to already aging city infrastructure that 

would be damaged by heavy construction equipment.  

Once completed, the goal of our project is to protect the community from the one percent (100-year) flood event as described 

by the Flood Insurance Rate Maps mapped by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

We are thankful for the legislature’s support of our flood protection project to date. Valley City has developed a long-term plan 

for providing permanent flood protection for the community based on the continued support from the Department of Water 

Resource and State Water Commission. Funding secured through passed legislative action has greatly reduced our cost to 

fight flood from the record flood in 2009 to the most recent flood in 2022: 
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2009 2022 

Temporary Levee 

Const ruct ion $1,492,220 $268,100 
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removal $0 $210,600 

Levee Removal & 

Restorat ion $4,030,900 $845,000 

Totals $6,897,500 $1,696,490 

Difference $5,201,010 
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CURRENT PROGRESS 

The permanent flood protection plan is outlined in multiple phases. Phase 1, completed in 2016, was centered on the area 

near Valley City State University (VCSU). Phase 1 funded in the 2013-2015 Legislative Biennium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 2 of permanent flood protection concentrates on a portion of the downtown area. This includes the section of Main 

Street which is located along the Sheyenne River in addition to protecting the area behind the power substation—critical in-

frastructure for the community. Construction started in the fall of 2017 and was completed in the summer of 2020. Phase 2 

was funded as part of the 2015-2017 Legislative Biennium.  

Phase 3 of permanent flood protection protects the City’s Master Lift Station. The Master Lift Station is constructed on the 

bank of the Sheyenne River and serves the entire City. Work started in the fall of 2019 and was completed in the summer of 

2020. Phase 3 was funded in the 2017-2019 Legislative Biennium. 

Funding for Phases 4 and 5 have been approved in previous Legislative Biennia. These phases of the flood protection project 

are in the planning phase with work focused on the Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) for the entire permanent 

flood protection system. As discussed above, only Phase 2 covers a portion of the downtown area, leaving a number of criti-

cal infrastructure components unprotected. Phase 4 focuses on building flood protection to protect this critical city infrastruc-

ture, including City Hall, the Fire Department, Police Department, Public Works, Mercy Hospital and two medical clinics. 

Phase 5 focuses on connecting the Phase 2 project that protects the downtown area with Phase 3 that protects the Master 

Lift Station. Phase 5 will protect numerous residential dwellings, a public school and other critical infrastructure. 



NEXT STEPS 

Following the planning efforts for the CLOMR and Phases 4 and 5, the City will turn their focus to Phase 6 of our flood pro-

tection project Phase 6 will continue our efforts to protect the downtown area moving our construction north to protect Mercy 

Hospital as well as the other critical infrastructure within this area of protection, including City Hall, the Fire Department, 

Police Department and local clinics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 6 concentrates on continuing the protection of Valley City through these construction activities to protect critical infra-

structure and surrounding neighborhoods:  

• Permanent concrete flood walls 

• Removable flood walls 

• Clay levees 

• Storm water pump stations 

• Bio-engineering stream bank restoration 

The City of Valley City asks for your support of Senate Bill 2020 and the funding of $13.2 million 

in grant funding through the Department of Water Resources for the continued construction of the 

Valley City Flood Protection Project. 

REQUEST 

PHASE 1 
PHASE 2 
PHASE 3 
PHASE4 
PHASE 5 - - - - - PHASE6 - - - - PHASE 7 - - - - - PHASES - - - - - PHASE9 
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Testimony of Bernie Dardis, West Fargo Mayor 
Senate Bill 2020 

 Senate Appropriations Committee – Education & Environment Division 
Bismarck, North Dakota – January 19, 2023 

 
Good afternoon Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee 

Education and Environment Division. My name is Bernie Dardis and I am the Mayor and 

Commission President for the City of West Fargo. I am here to testify in support of the critical 

funding needed to move the Red River Valley Water Supply Project forward this biennium and 

to ensure the completion of the entire project in a timely manner.  

Known as the “City on the Grow”, West Fargo is the fastest growing city in North Dakota. 

As of 2023 we have a population of more than 42,000 residents. As Mayor of West Fargo, I am 

obligated to ensure the City has access to an adequate water supply for our growing 

population. The City of West Fargo is part of a regional water system operated by the City of 

Fargo and includes multiple cities and rural systems in Cass County. Both Cities and greater 

Cass County will benefit from the supplemental and industrial water supply from the Red River 

Valley Water Supply Project.  

In addition to safeguarding water for domestic use, access to industrial water from the Red 

River Valley Water Supply Project is needed as West Fargo endeavors to attract and diversify its 

economic opportunities. Continued economic development is an important aspect to West 

Fargo’s strategic efforts to relieve some of the property tax pressure off our residents.    

The residents and businesses in West Fargo will contribute a good amount of the $85 

million in local cost-share that will be available upon approval of the RRVWSP request for $255 

million dollars to provide for long-term drought protection and resiliency for our City on the 

Grow.  

Thank you, Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee 

Education and Environment Division for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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Rural Water Supply Update

SB 2020
Senate Appropriations – E&E Division
January 19, 2023

Presented By:

Eric Volk, Executive Director

ND Rural Water Systems 

Association
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NDRWSA Vision:

All of North Dakota has 

access to affordable, 

ample, and quality 

water.



Quick Summaries

• Rural & Regional Water Summary

• 2021-23 Funding Summary

• 2023-25 Funding Map

• 2023-25 Funding List

• RW Rates

• Cities Not Served by RW



Rural Water Background

• RW was started in the Late 60’s 

and Early 70’s

– Lots of $$$ on their Own

– Federal Loans (USDA-RD)

– State Loans

– Mid 80’s Federal MR&I Program

– 1996 EPA SRF Loan Program

– 2000 Dakota Water Resources Act

– Early 2010’s Resources Trust Fund



Use of the RTF

• Helped hook-up citizens of ND to 

affordable, ample, and quality 

water.

• Improved flow, quantity, and 

pressure (at an affordable rate) 

for rural residents and smaller 

communities.



System Sustainability

• Systems have User Fees and 

Charge Accordingly

• Perform Routine Repair & 

Replacement

• Understand that Proper Reserves 

are necessary for System 

Longevity

• Serving Cities, Rural Users, the Ag 

Industry and anyone else along 

the way, help make it all work.
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Rural/Regional Water on 

a Statewide Basis:

Touches Every County in the State

Provides Water Service to over 170,000 Rural Residents through 

over 70,000 Connections

Network of 41,000 Miles of Pipe

Serves 75% of ND’s 355 Inc. Cities

Furnishes Water Service to nearly 129,000 Residents in Cities

No Taxing Authority

Did Not Receive Any Direct Federal Stimulus Dollars*

Do Not Have a Prairie Dog Bucket

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



ND Water Service Data

• 355 Inc. Cities

• 266 on Rural/Regional Water

– 108 are Ind. Metered

– 158 are Served in Bulk

• 89 Cities have their own Source

– 4 from Other Cities

– 8 from Ind. Wells

– 77 from Own Source
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PARSHAL DRAKE e MADDOCK • e OBERON • \ 
RUSO• e BUTTE SHEYENNE• • ~ARWICK 

*GARRIS~ !, 

• HARVEY f"'l"MCV ILLE 
• NEW ROCKFORD 

e CATHAY 
*MAYVILLE • 

INC. CITIES THAT ARE ~----__,/ • *RIVERDALE 

NOT ON A RURAL OR 
REGIONAL SYSTEM 

• GOODRICH - • * CAl\RfNGTON eCOOPERSTOWN e 
HANNAFORD * HILLSBORO 

• 
POPULATIOM 12020 CENSUS} 

• Less than 500 

• 500 to 1000 

• Greater than 1000 

* Full or Partial RW Provider 

• MARMARTH 

• BOWMAN 

•BEULAH •*WASHBURN 

WING • • e ROBINSON 
TUTTLE 

*MANDAN•• *BISMARCK 

HAZELTON • 

• MEDINA • 
eSTEELE JAMESTOWN 

e STREETER 

eNAPOLEON 

WISHEK• • LEHR 

eASHLEY 

* VALLEY CITY • 

ENDERLIN• 

*LISBON• 

*FARG 
PRAIRIE RO 

HORACE 
OXBO 

WAHPETON• 
eGWINNER 

OAKES• • FORMAN FAIRMOUNT e 



Service Population %

• 60% Cities not on RW 

• 38% on RW

– Residential

– City

• 1% Census Designated Places 

not on RW or counted in the City 

#s (AFBs)

• 1% Remaining to serve



21-23 Funding Recap

• $59.6M in the RW Bucket

– WAWS is in the Water Supply 

Bucket

– SWPP & NAWS are in the Capital 

Assets Bucket

– Other Rural & Regional Systems



21-23 Funding Recap

• $33.5M Approved thus far

• $2.2M Completed Projects

• $23.9M remaining

• $27.6M in projects are still 

planned before the end of the 

biennium.

• $10.6M has been added from the 

SFRF.



23-25 Funding Need

• $125M Worth of Projects

• $91M of Grant Funding is 

Needed.



Locill Sponsor 

AgasS'iz Water Users District 

All S,easoru Water U!ien District 

Cass Rura I Water Distr ict 

CaS'S Rura I Water District 

Central Plairu Water District 

East Central Reg·o11al Water District 

East Central Regio11al Water District 

East Central Regional Water District 

Gre,ater Ram soe-~' Water District 

Mcl ean-Sil er ida n Rural Water District 

Mcl ean-Sil er ida n Rural Water District 

M iS'Souri West Water System 

orth Prairie Regiona I Wa.ter District 

Northeast Regiona I Wa.te,r District 

ortheast Regiona I Wate,r District 

ortheast, War.sh, Aga.ssiz, Tri•County, & 
East Central RWDs 

Rolette Cou11ty - Turtle Mountain 

Rolette Cou11ty- Turtle Mountain 

Rolette Cou11ty - Turtle Mountain 

South Central Regjon al Water District 

Southeast Water Users District 

Stutsm an Rural Water District 

Stutsm an Rural Water District 

Tri-County Water District 

Tri-County Water District 

Upper S,ouris :Rural Water District 

orthwest Area Water Supp ly Project (NAWS) 

Southwest Pipeli11e Project (SWPP) 

We5tem Area Water Supp ly (WAWS) 

Pro j,ect Name 

Rese,rvoir 1 to 3 Transmission Exparuion 

System 1 Expansion - Pha !ie- 2 

County Road 17 Im provements 

System Wide lmp rovem e11ts 

Conn ection t o the city of M addock 

Individu al Serv·Ge to Galesbu rg 

Hillsboro WTP Expansion 

Wellffield, Trarum ission & User Exparuion 

North System Capacity lmp roveme11ts 

Phase 2 WW Co11struction 

Phase 3 Expa11sion 

Fort Abraham Lin col'11 State Park Improvements 

Rese,rvoir 3 to Max Transmi!>Sion U11e 

Bulk Citiesto Individu al Serv·ce.s 

WTP and Wellfield! Exp aruion 

Northeast North Da kota Lo11g-Te,rm G roun d1vater Supply 

H't_ghwav 43 Reservo ir & Pump Sta t i 011 Imp rove ments 

Th r,ee M ile Road Rural Water Ma tn Replacement 

H't_ghway 3 and BlA 8 Water Mai11 Rep lacement 

Serv ice to t ine city of Ash ley 

West System Ware-r Treatrne11t Pl1ant lmproveme11ts 

IRaw Water f acil ities Improvement 

Service to t l\le citv of Streeter 

Phase 6 Expa11sion 

Phase 7 Expa11sion - McVille Area 

!Improvements & Expansion - Plhas;e 2 

202:3,-2.5 Treatment & Distribution Improvem ents 

202:3,-2.5 Treatment & Distributio11 Improvements 

202:3,-2.5 Treatment & Distribution Improvem ents 

SWC 23-25 Grant Loc:al Share lota l Project Cost 

$2,150,550 S7t6,850 $2,867,400 

$7,125,000 $2,375,000 $9,500,000 

$891,675 $297,225 $1,188,900 

$1,575,000 $525,000 $2,100,000 

$3,750,000 Sl ,250,000 $5,000,000 

$1,337,737 $445,913 Sl ,783,,650 

$2,124,513 $708,17:ll $2,8.32,,684 

$5,954,906 $1,984,968 $7,939,874 

$5,521,522 $1,890,507 $7,412,029 

$4,800,000 $1,600,000 $6,400,000 

$2,300,000 $800,000 $3,100,000 

$744,000 $248,000 $992,000 

$1,918,000 $639,000 $2,557,000 

$2,698,986 $899,662 $3,598,,648 

$4,500,000 $1,.500,000 $6,000,000 

$6,255,647 $2,085,2:1.5 $8,340,862 

$3,000,000 s2,ooo,ooo $5,000,000 

$1,125,000 $875,000 $2,000,000 

$4,822,500 $3,607,500 $8,430,000 

$6,655,440 $2,218,480 $8,873,920 

$:1.0,350,000 $3,450,000 $13,800,000 

$3, 203,250 $1,067,750 $4,271,000 

$582,000 $194,000 $776,000 

$1,350,000 $450,000 $1,800,000 

$2,464,500 $821,500 $3,286,000 

$3,750,000 Sl,250,000 $5,000,000 

Totals: $90,950,226 $33,899,741 $124,849,967 

$36,000,000 St6,200,ooo $77,200,000 

$:1.31,500,000 so $l31,500,000 

$46,000,000 $24,000,000 $70,000,000 

Totals: $213,500,000 $40,200,000 $278,700,000 
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Why is  Rural Water 

Funding Needed?

• The grant funding allows those 

residents in smaller communities 

and rural areas to receive a 

basic necessity of life for a 

reasonable price. 

• Those rural residents do pay 

their fair share through 

historically higher rates.



Rura'I Water System Rates - January 2023 

SYSTEM # of Users Minimum Cost $11000 Gal. $16000 Gal . Miles of P,ipe 

Agassiz Water Users Di&tricf 1,400 $27a50 SB.SO $78.50 400 
All SeaSOlls Water Users District System 1-4 908 $40.00 $7.50 $85.00 

All SeaS011s Wata- Users District System 4 Phare 1 &2 124 $48.00 S7.50 $93.00 
All SeaS011s Water Users Oistricf Syslem 5 sea $48.00 $7.50 $9,3.00 1,700 
Barnes Rural Water Dislrict #1 1,400 $SO.DO SS.50 $83.00 

Barnes Rural Water Dislrict #2 274 $60.00 S'S.Oil $96.00 

Barnes Rural Water Dislrict #3 350 $56.00 SS.50 $89.00 1,200 
Bel court Public Utilities 3,500 $20.50 SS.75 $55.00 245 

Cass Rural W ater District 8,017 $27.00 SS.40 $59.40 

Cass Rural W ater District - Leonard Project 140 $40.00 SS.40 $72..40 2,400 
Central Rlains Water District (Old) 790 $30.00 S'S.SO $69.00 
Central Rlains Water District (New) 3,40 $56.00 $7.25 $99.50 1,266 
Dakota Rural Water Dislrict Expansio11 1,035 $53.00 S'S.SO $92 .. 00 1,200 
East Ce11lral Regiornal Waler Disbict 2,310 $40.00 S7.00 $82.00 

East Ce11lral Regiornal Wal.er District 2,469 $60.00 S7.00 $102.00 2,200 

Foo Berthold Rural Water 2,500 $25.00 SS.00 $55.00 650 
Ganison Rural Water District 822 $62.00 SB.Oil $1 10.00 162 
Greater Ramrey Waler District 1,011 $35.0D SS.50 $68.00 

Greater Ramrey Waler District 1,132 $40.00 SS.50 $73.00 

Greater Ramrey Water District 385 $45.00 SS.50 $78.00 1,650 
McKenZJie County Water Resource District 1,260 $45.90 S7.02 $88.02 1,530 
McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #1 696 $62.00 S7.40 $106.40 

McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #2 174 $65.00 S'G.54 $104 .24 

McLean-Sherida11 Rural Water District #3 113 $76.00 $7.80 $122.80 700 
Missouri West Water System 2,005 $40.00 $'6.29 $77.74 650 

North Prairie Regional Waler Dislrict (Existirng) $54.00 $9.83 $112..98 

North Prairie Regional Water Dislrict (New), 4,788 $65.00 $9.83 $123.98 2,500 

Northeoot Regicmal Water Districtllarngdon Brmch 1,299 $63.00 S'G.10 $99.60 

Nartheoot Regiofl31 Water DistricttNorth Vclley Branch 1,372 $SD.OD SG.10 $86.60 2,512 

Northwest Rural Wata- District 2,600 $45.00 SB.80 $97.80 1,200 
R& T Waler Dislrict 825 $SD.DD $7.70 $96.20 514 
Sooth Central Regiornal Water District (l rncludes :lOO gals) 6,260 $34.00 $7.50 $75.2.5 

Sooth Central Regiornal Water District 1,780 $40.00 S'S.Oil $76.00 5,000 

Soolheast Waler Users Dislrict Ce11lral 623 $SD.OD SS.75 $84 .50 547 

Soolheast Waler Users Dislrict Ce11lral-New 138 $55.00 SS.75 $89.50 147 
Southeast Water Users Dislrict East 1,810 $31.00 S4.50 $58.00 1,372 
Southeast Waler Users District East-New 252 $55.00 S4.50 $82.00 201, 

Southeast Wal.er Users District Wes! 732 $SD.OD $3.50 $71.00 743 

Southeast Wal.er Users District West-New 136 $55.00 $3.50 $76.00 166 
Southwest Water Autflority 7,465 $55.32 S'G.47 $94 .1 4 5,260 
Sllll.e Line Water Cooperative (includes 1000 gals) 452 $40.00 S'G.25 $71.25 200 
Stutsman Rural Water District 1,222 $43.DD SS.35 $75.10 1,100 

Slut&man Rural Water District l:Jc:pa11Sion Rroject 1,347 $48.00 SS.35 $80 .1 0 1,090 

T ri-County Water District 1,200 $54.DD SG.00 $90 .00 1,200 

Upper Souris Water Dislrict 650 $35.DD $10.00 $95.00 600 

Walsfl Rural Water District R1 1 232 $36.00 $7.75 $82.50 

Walsfl Rural Water District R3 155 $48.00 $7.75 $94 .50 

Walsfl Rural Water District R4 142 $55.00 $7.75 $101.50 700 

70 173 41 005 

Median $48.00 SG.38 $85.80 
Average $47.1 5 $'6.57 $86 .36 

Yearl,; Average $1,036.38 



Why is  Rural Water 

Funding Needed?

• Grant funding (Federal & State) 

has been a successful mechanism 

for providing and maintaining 

water service in rural areas. 

• In the mid 1990’s, the systems 

provided water service to about 

90,000 residents. Today, they serve 

around 300,000 residents. 

• Proper Federal and State grant 

funding, 100s of millions (maybe 

Billions) of dollars of 

loans/other pay backs and an 

immense amount of hard work by 

the systems, make this all possible.



Why is  Rural Water 

Funding Needed?

• Rural Water Systems need to be 

properly designed to meet the 

increased demands of the 

Agriculture Industry. 

• It is critical for the systems to 

continue helping our farmers 

and ranchers economically feed 

the world and provide us with 

the food security we sometimes 

take for granted. 



Carryover Authority



3 Additional FTEs



Thoughts on the RTF

• Article X, Section 22 of the 

State Constitution sets up the 

RTF.

• RTF may be expended only 

pursuant to legislative 

appropriation



Oil Extraction Tax 57-51.1-07

• Allocation of moneys in oil 

extraction tax development 

fund.



Oil Extraction Tax 57-51.1-07

• 20% to Resources Trust Fund

– +0.5% (Aug. 2019) until 

$128,740,000 is reached

– Renewable Energy - $3M

– Energy Conservation - $1.2M

• 20% to Common Schools Trust 

Fund and Foundation Aid 

Stabilization Fund

• 30% to the Legacy Fund

• Remainder must be allocated to 

the state’s general fund.



Oil Extraction Tax

Gov. 23-25 Budget

• RTF - $460.1M

• Foundation Aid - $224.4M

• Common Schools - $224.4M

• Every 1% equals $22.44M



Thank You!

• 

n ' -
Our Commitment • Our Profession 



Rural Water Contact

Eric Volk

Executive Director

ericvolk@ndrw.org

701-391-5080

mailto:ericvolk@ndrw.org


Senate Appropriations Education 
and Environmental Division   SB 

2020 Testimony 
Jan 19, 2022

#14536





Program Funding
…..North Dakota Depart of Water Resources
…. Garrison Diversion Conservancy District

…. Missouri River Joint Water Board
…. Southwest Water Authority  

Missouri River EAE Program
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No Dakota Use o,f 
the Missouri River 
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EAE Program I IEducate1 Advocate and Engage 

Missouri River SWOT 
• • • essons Learned 

On August [ 4 of this •. e r .. [ 0 \ . at r a.anag r · 
ei . ted offi · ial .. ] e]lib . · of th . genera] p1.t'b~ · c nd 
rep . en · ti . s fr E Joe . I, state insert K.\VR pJm.ot and 
fed.e:mrn agenci . 1net in · .. · andlan .. North O ota fi r the 
· ·· i · ari. Rru • er · ,take holder ·· me . ting_ 

Th.is w1eeti ng ho · . j in Hy b . the : · i · ouri. Ri r 

Join Water Board (MRJ\VB) and th Mi sooci Rwver 
Ad isory 1. oundi ( ·. RAC) .. i ·part f the on. owng 

L, du ·ate, Ad o · t and Engage 1 " • •• ) Progmm b . ing 
c n · ucted by the MRJ · · B nd fun · ed, run ·1ar-ge p rt b .. 
th . · orth Dakota ep rtme11t f '\V;' ter Resornrc . and th . 
. ~an-i n Dru ersi.on Con . . rvancy Di.strict . The .o us nd 
int -nt ofth- 1ne-tin \ as to c nduct a SWOT I Stl:ieim.gth 
\Ve · . rt . ~e .. Opi . rh:m.itie and Threat I as . .s 1nen ·; a tool 
oft n ll ed b ·. go er.11men I. a eucie and pri. ate bu ·in,e s 
to as es ·. their cllffent perait:ion. and futur . ne ds. In 

KEN ROYSE 
Program M.aoag r,. · 'iS'souri 

RiverJo,im ~ ter Board 

pr · · · in th . w . t .. c . ntra·1 a1:1:d east from. rural and. arban 
Dakot .. 
nificant regulatory entitie a·1 wer . r prie . nted 
ing th . North DaJro · · · · ·. 1t f \ 
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EAE Program I Ed ucate, Advocate and Engage 

The Flood That 
Never Ended 

Much ha been written on the impact that the Pick 
loan Act ha had and continue to have on tribal land m 

the i ouri Ri er ba in. ll ix main t m dam along th 
river are built on or near tribal land and all have impact 
on those lands. 

Arguably no trib - upp r ba in or low r ba in - ha 
been impact d more from th building of the dams than the 
Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Re ervation 
in central orth Dakota. The impact are well known. For 
th Fort Berthold Indian Reservation more than 150 000 
a re of land much of it prime agricultural land wa 
ubjected to a permanent flood; th reservation wa plit 

into geographic egment · long tanding and well-populated 
town communitie and public facilitie were fore er lost · 
and familie friend and neighbor w re divided. 

0th r tribe like the tanding Rock ioux Tribe in 
both orth Dakota and outh Dakota, had imilar adver e 
1mnact South Dakota trih . al. o lo. 

promi e of an abundant upply 
of low-cost hydropower for 
down tream, nontribal tate . 

Promises were made to 
variou impact d tribes. 
Foremo t wa a promi e to 
develop program for afe 
clean and dependabl drinking 
water from the Mi ouri Ri er 
sy tern. Yet more than 75 
year after that promi e wa 
made ome tribal members on th 

KEN ROYSE 
Program Manager, Missouri 

River Joint Water Board 

Fort Berthold Indian 
Re ervation and tandjng Rock Re ervation have no 
reliable water upply and have to haul water. 

Tribal impact can p rhap b be t understood by 
revi wing the not of a meeting h Id in October 1945. 
The meeting wa chaired by en. Jo eph O ahoney of 



Missouri River 
FLOOD CONTROL 

The Mi ouri River i a highly alluvial river modified ia 
re ervoir con truction under the 1944 Flood Control Act. It 
i operated by the U Army Corp of Engineer ( CE) to 
pro ide or eight authorized purpo e und r what i referred 
to a the Master Manual. One primary authorized y tern 
purpo i Flood ontrol. 

Flood Chronology -Awareness I Concerns 

The flood of record for the Mi ouri Ri er at the nited 
tate Geological urvey ( G ) tream gage at Bi marck 
.D. wa 27.9 feet. Thi wa associated with an ice jam 

break upstream from the Bi marck gage in the pring of 1952. 
The G ha de ignated the flood tage at Bi marck to be 
14 feet whit a 1 % chance e ent 100-year) is around 17 feet. 

ince the Garri on Darn clo ure that created Lake 
akakawea in 1954 oth r fl od e ent ha e created concern . 

by y tern mi management. 
Thj i far from the ca e. 

fter-action report noted the 
A E ucce fully managed 

the event, within the y tern ' 
capabilities to prevent even 
greater impact [J](2n31_ 

Flood Risks 

The 1944 Flood ontrol 
Act and the re ervoir 

MICHAEL GUNSCH 
Chairman North Dakota 

Missouri Advisory Council 

are de igned for "flood controf' not "flood prevention" 
and are managed a event occur within the y tern ' 
de ign capabilitie . ub equently flood ri k r main and 
ontinuou Iy hange a the floodp lain and channel conrution 

are morufied b both man and nature. 



Presentations 
… Made and 
Scheduled

• Water Topics ….  Feb. 2022

• Water Topics …  April, 2022

• Water Topics …. June, 2022

• Water Topics …. Sept 2022

• NDSWC …… April, 2022

• Garrison Diversion …. April, 2022 

• Water Topics … June, 2022

• NDWU ….. July 2022

• ND State Fair Water Day … July, 
2022

• Burleigh County WRD …. May, 
2022

• League of Cities .. Pending

• Association of Counties …  Oct 
2022

• Williston Rotary … Dec 2022

• Southwest Water Authority .. June 
2022

• ND State Water Resources … July 
2022

• Bismarck Am Vets Club …. July, 
2022

• Sheyenne River Exec Board … April, 
2022

• Devils Lake Joint Board …. Pending

• Red River Joint Board … Pending

• Upper Missouri Association .. Oct. 
2022

• Souris River Joint Board … Pending

• Williston Lions …. Dec 2022

• NDSPE …..  Pending March 22

• Red River Commission …. Pending
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• Flooding 
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, Economrc Opponun y • Missouri River to East ND • Regl.datory and Polley 



What We Learned.

Significant Interest in the 
Missouri River.

•Large event attendee list

•Good cross-sectional representation

•Follow up news coverage



What We Learned.

Appreciation and Acknowledgement of 
the Resource. 

• notations of ‘good quality, abundant supply, 
affordable to treat …. ‘



What We Learned.

Apathy and Lack of Political Clout.

•Low population equals low federal 
congressional clout

•General public needs more education of 
resource value 



What We Learned.

Greater Use Possibilities.

•Irrigation development.

•Attract high water use industry.

•Encourage more recreation and tourism.   



What We Learned.

Burdensome Regulatory Issues:
Costly, time consuming and consuming permit process 
(access)

WOTUS, ESA, NEPA

Upstream interests are secondary to downstream 
interests. es.



What We Learned.

• Downstream and out of basin interest in the 
water

• Continued threat of lawsuits

• Competition for power

• Possible River Compact  

Threat of Depletion of the 
River. 



What We Learned.

ANS and Environmental Concerns.

• Zebra Mussel threat to infrastructure

• Delta Formation

• Drought effects on system   



Colorado River Basin Study, USBR: 600,000 

acre feet yr (minimum) from the Missouri
FIGURE F4-1 
General12ed Loca ions o 

Legend: 

~ L 

• 
RECLAMATION 

Managing Water in the West 

Colorado River Basin 
Water Supply and Demand Study 

---=--u.s Departmenl of the Interior Oecembor 2012 
Bureau of Redamalioo 



Kansas Aqueduct Study, USCOE: 4,000,000 

acre feet yr (minimum) from the Missouri

Missouri River to Western Kansas Transfer: H 
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1Calif,oirnia wells r1un dlrv as dro1uaht depletes a1roun 1dwater 
ENERGY+ VIRO ME T 

Officials plain to truck 6,,000 gallons of water from 
Miss,01uri River .acros.s, Ka1nsas 

California readi,es for fou1rth year of e,xtrem1e d 1roug1ht 
"Th iis is our new climate reality, and we m ust adapt ," Karla Nemeth ,, d irector of the state 

Department o f Wate r Resources., saiid in a state1m ent . 

fj2 KPNX-TV Phoenix + Follow View Profi le 

Rio Verde residents file lawsuit against Scottsdale 
over loss of water services 



Members of the committee,

My name is Fred Richter, PO 364, Sykeston, ND 58486. (701)-650-8936

	My concerns are the funds being asked to be appropriated to the Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP).

	I am a landowner and have land where the proposed pipeline is crossing.

	According to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) projected financial needs summary, they are asking for
$254.3 million dollars for the RRVWSP in the upcoming biennium.

	Before any funding should be appropriated for this project, the final  ownership of the pipeline needs to be addressed.
Since this is a state project, fully funded by the state, the state should be taking full responsibility and liability for the
pipeline.

The compensation also needs to be addressed; Garrison Diversion will not negotiate on any change in compensation.
They are using a 15 year old appraisal. Since they feel they can use Eminent Domain, they seem to feel that they do not
have to negotiate in good faith. If this was an oil or gas line, 4 inches in diameter and 4 feet in the ground, we would be
receiving 10 times the payment. This is a 72 inch pipeline, buried from 15-25 feet in the ground. The difference in soil
disturbance is immense.
 

What I am asking for is for you to work with the landowners to adjust compensation to a fair level. This should be
assumed into the funding budget. This is the fair and right thing to do, this is the time that it should be done.

To be clear, I am not against this project if this is what the citizens of North Dakota want. But I am also a citizen of North
Dakota and feel that I should be treated fairly.
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Testimony of Alan Walter 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District Board Chairman 

Senate Bill 2020  
Senate Appropriations Committee – Education & Environment Division 

Bismarck, North Dakota – January 19, 2023 
 
 

Hello Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee Education 

and Environment Division. My name is Alan Walter and I am the Chairman of the Garrison 

Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) Board. I am here to testify in support of 

funding for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project in Senate Bill 2020 - the Department of 

Water Resources budget.  

Garrison Diversion and Lake Agassiz Water Authority (Lake Agassiz) are the state 

cosponsors of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. We are requesting the inclusion of 

$255 million dollars  in Senate Bill 2020 to provide long-term drought protection to nearly 50% 

of North Dakota’s population. The Project will deliver water from the Missouri River to central 

and eastern North Dakota via a buried pipeline.  

The State of North Dakota has been a vital partner thus far in the development of the 

Project. However, now is the time to fully commit to constructing the Red River Valley Water 

Supply Project  to ensure drought protection is in place soon. Right now, we have $340 million 

of shovel-ready construction and design work ready to begin if the Project is funded at the 

requested level this biennium. Our $255 million request will be combined with $85 million of 

local cost-share allowing for an accelerated build schedule. An accelerated construction 

schedule will provide drought protection sooner, and  will also protect the State and users from 

the ongoing risk of inflation.  

In addition, seeing proof of the State’s commitment to the Red River Valley Water 

Supply Project is critically important to the Project’s potential end users. As Garrison Diversion 

meets with cities and rural water systems, the prospective end users need to have confidence in 
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the State’s commitment to getting the Project built in a timely manner. A strong State 

commitment will provide confidence to local water systems currently deliberating their level of 

involvement.  

Please approve our $255 million funding request to move the Red River Valley Water 

Supply Project forward sooner. Thank you, Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate 

Appropriations Committee Education and Environment Division for hearing my testimony today. 

 



SENATE APPROPRIATIONS -
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RED RIVER VALLEY 
WATER SUPPLY PROJECT 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Serving the Water Supply Needs of Central North Dakota and the Red River Valley 

~ 
Lake Agassiz 

Water Authority GARRISON 
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RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

RRVWSP is a drought resiliency project and an 
economic development initiative 
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PROJECTED ECONOMIC BENEFITS 
OF RRVWSP DURING DROUGHT

“SAVING OUR ECONOMY” FROM THE IMPACTS OF SIGNIFICANT DROUGHT

$33.6
BILLION

Projected total positive Project 
impact in a “Dirty Thirties” style 
drought simulated from mid-2030s 
through the mid-2040s 
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RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

GARRISON DIVERSION 
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

Represents the State of ND

LAKE AGASSIZ 
WATER AUTHORITY

Represents Local Users

GARRISON 
DIVERSION 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ 
Lake Agassiz 

Water Authority 
Planning today far tomorrow's water 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Funding Commitment to Implement Project 
Not just 23/25 Biennium Work Plan

• The State has been a vital partner in the 
development of  the Project. Now is the time to 
commit to full implementation of  the Project. 

• A strong State commitment provides confidence to 
local water systems deliberating on their level of  
involvement. 

• Cost efficient build schedule to get the project 
into service sooner, reducing risks and 
inflationary impacts. 

PRIMARY 2023 LEGISLATIVE REQUEST

STATE COMMITMENT TO THE PROJECT 2023-25 BIENNIUM REQUEST

Using State Cost Share Policy (72/25) 
leverages in additional $85M in Local 

Funding for $340M in total capabilities

$255 MILLION 

Shovel-Ready Construction (43 Miles of  Pipeline!)

Continued Design (40 Miles of  Pipeline) 

ENDAWS Phase 1 Design (32 Miles of  Pipeline)

> 
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STATE FINANCING OF LOCAL COST-SHARE 
40-YEAR @ 2% WITH ‘DEBT SCULPTING’

Ability to shape debt repayment to match anticipated revenues 
and expenses allowing systems to ‘grow’ into project repayment

LEGISLATIVE REQUEST
ADDITIONAL AFFORDABILITY CONSIDERATIONS

PROCEED WITH FEDERAL PORTION OF THE PROJECT

An 8-year build utilizing ENDAWS saves the State $295 Million!

> 

<O> • 
> 
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DRAFT 2023-2025 WORK PLAN

CT 7
DESIGN

$4.4M

CT 6
CONST.

$159.4M

CT 5C & D
CONST.

5C: $53.1M
5D: $66.5M 

CT 4
DESIGN

$8.3M

5D

5A & B

5C

ENDAWS
PHASE 1
DESIGN

$11.1M

McCLUSKY CANAL 
INTAKE & BIOTA WTP
CONCEPT. & PRELIM 

DESIGN
INTAKE: $1.0M

WTP: $4.8M

TOTAL: 
$339M

* OTHER PROGRAM COSTS: $29.6M

Lake 
Audubon 

83 McClusky 
Canal 

N 

RRVWSP HYBRID PROJECT 
UTILIZING FEDERAL ENDAWS 

PHASE 1 

(ENDAWS) (RRVWSP) 

PHASE 2 

11111 

GRAND FO RKS 

VALLEY CITY 

PROJECT MAP 
INCLUDES ONLY THE 

HIGHLIGHTED PORTION 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 
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FORECASTED SPEND SCHEDULES
STATE COST-SHARE AND INFLATION MITIGATION

WHAT IF PROJECT IS FUNDED AT A SLOWER PACE THAN IS BEING REQUESTED?

STATE CONTRIBUTION
(PER BIENNIUM)

RRVWSP PROJECTED 
COMPLETION DATE

ENDAWS PROJECTED  
COMPLETION DATE

$85M ∞ (*Never) ∞ (*Never)

$100M ∞ (*Never) 42-Years (Dec 2063)

$150M 32-Years (June 2053) 22-Years (Dec 2043)

$200M 21-Years (June 2042) 16-Years (June 2037)

$250M 16-Years (Dec 2037) 12-Years (Dec 2033)

* Due to inflation outpacing project spend, project timeline is indefinite.  
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INDUSTRIAL WATER DEMAND EXCEEDS CURRENT SUPPLY

4

SPIRITWOOD

GRAND FORKS AGRIBUSINESS NEEDS
Fully Permitted City’s Wastewater Effluent Discharge
Corn Wet Mill to Approximately Double City’s Water Use

CASSELTON INDUSTRY 
Fargo Looking to Expand Effluent Reuse Facility 
CGB Soybean Plant will Approximately Double Reuse Demand

AGP SOYBEAN CRUSHING/CRACKING
Relocated Facility, Missed Opportunity

CARGILL (PRO GOLD)
Reliability & Expansion Precluded 
by Permit Restrictions

SPIRITWOOD ENERGY PARK
Water Options Limited

DAIRY/POTATO WASHING/HOG & BEEF, 
MISC. WATER DISTRICTS
Water Options Limited

1GRAND FORKS

2CASSELTON

3WAHPETON

1

2

3

3

4

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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AVAILABILITY POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

GOOD WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ SURFACE WATER

POTENTIAL WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ GROUND WATER

NEAR FULL 
APPROPRIATION

ND WATER AVAI LAB I LITY POTENTIA L FOR ECO O ,M IC DEVELOP ENT 
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AVAILABILTY POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
NOMINATED & AVAILABLE RRVWSP INDUSTRIAL WATER CAPACITY

GOOD WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ SURFACE WATER

POTENTIAL WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ GROUND WATER

NEAR FULL 
APPROPRIATION

ND WATE TIAL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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MISSOURI RIVER

ONE OF NORTH DAKOTA’S 
GREATEST NATURAL RESOURCES

A DROP IN 
THE BUCKET!Accounts for 95% of  North Dakota’s surface water – we only 

utilize about 1% of  the water flowing through our state

Total amount of  Missouri River water needed is .5%, leaving 
99.5% of  Missouri River unaffected 
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MISSOURI RIVER
FIRST IN TIME, FIRST IN LINE

ABERDEEN
• Completed Missouri 

River Feasibility Study
• Up to 32 MGD / 50 CFS

WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA 
REGIONALIZATION PROJECT
• Up to 67.8 MGD / 105 CFS

KANSAS
OGOLLALA AQUIFER
• 1982 Study Revitalized
• Up to 3,546 MGD / 5,540 CFS

COLORADO RIVER
• Reclamation has evaluated 

portfolios related to importing 
Missouri River Water into 
Colorado River Basin

WYOMING 

....... . . . . 

.. 

. . oJ 
COLORADO 

SO TH 

. . . 

NORTH DAKOTA 

0 KANSAS 
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Pipe Diameter
72” (6 foot)

Bury Depth
7’ Top of Pipe
15’ Bottom of Trench

Pipe Length
125 Miles

Pipe Material
Steel

Pipe Flow
165 cfs

THE PROJECT IS AN EMERGENCY WATER SUPPLY FOR NEARLY 50% OF NORTH DAKOTA’S POPULATION

SYSTEM OVERVIEW

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS = $1.16 B (2023$)

Lake 
Audubon 

~'-, 
~ McClusky 

I 

WASHBURN : 
• f 

Missouri River 
Intake & 

Pumping Station 

-.... .,.- ■ 1111,r 

BISMARCK • 

® ® @} 

Sheyenne 
River - \_ 

1 
~ ----:::=~~=~==~ C~AR~RINGTON _ 200 .COOPERSTOWN 

McClusky Canal t::::===~~===-lntoke & Biota WTP --Sheyenne l River 

® 
CD Outfall 

e TUTTLE 

RRVWSP HYBRID PROJECT 
UTILIZING FEDERAL ENOAWS 

PHASE 1 I 
(ENDAWS) (R= P) 

PHASE 2 

11111 

PROJECT MAP 
INCLUDES ONLY THE 

HIGHLIGllTED PORTION 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

Lake 
/Ashtabula 

GRAND FORKS 

Red 
River 



EASTERN ND 
ALTERNATE WATER 
SUPPLY (ENDAWS)
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DAKOTA WATER RESOURCES ACT OF 2000

FEDERAL RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

DAKOTA WATER
RESOURCES ACT 
OF 2000

NEEDS & OPTIONS 
REPORT

(RELEASED 2005)

NO RECORD OF 
DECISION ISSUED FOR 

FEDERAL RRVWSP 

FORCED 
DEVELOPMENT OF 

STATE & LOCAL 
PROJECT

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 
(RELEASED 2007)

FEDERAL EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA ALTERNATE WATER SUPPLY (ENDAWS)

STARTED DEVELOPMENT 
OF STATE & LOCAL 
PROJECT
(2011)

CONTINUED EFFORTS 
TO ACCESS 

GDU FACILITIES 
(McCLUSKY CANAL)

ENDAWS RECORD 
OF DECISION 

(ISSUED 2021)

ENDAWS 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENT 
(RELEASED 2020)

8 > . > G) > O > C 
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CURRENT STATE PLAN VS HYBRID PROJECT

RRVWSP STATE PLAN
RRVWSP $1.44 B

ALL PROJECT COSTS IN 2023$

$1.16 B
*PHASE 2 COSTS 
NOT INCLUDED

RRVWSP HYBRID PROJECT

ENDAWS RRVWSP

UTILIZING FEDERAL ENDAWS
Phase 1 Phase 2

½ \ 1 

t 
PROJECT MAP 

® ® @3 
INCLUDES ONLY THE 

® COOPERSTOWN ) 
HIGHLIGHTED PORTION 

CARRINGTON 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

McCLUSKY a@) - I Sheyenne 
WASHBURN River 

Outfall 
(I) 

Missouri 
State WTP e TUTTLE 

Lake 
/ Ashtabula 

River Intake 
I 

I 

@'-'i 
I ® I 

® 
@3 --

I 

McCIJJsky 
I ~-, 

' 
I CARRINGTON 9 , COO PERSTOWN 

Canal ' ,,_, 200 

WASHBURN McClusky Canal 
Sheyenne 

Intake & Biota WTP 
River 
Outfall 

(I) 
® 

Missouri River 
Intake & 9 TUTTLE 

Lake 
Ashtabula 

Pu mp,in~ Station - - •••••• 



FINANCING AND 
BUILD SCENARIOS
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FORECASTED SPEND SCHEDULES
PROJECT ACCELERATION AND ENDAWS

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

RR
VW

SP DEC. 2031 FINISH

DEC. 2029 FINISH

DEC. 2029 FINISH

JUN. 2028 FINISH

10-YEAR

8-YEAR

8-YEAR

6.5-YEAREN
DA

W
S POTENTIAL 

BUILD 
SCHEDULES

YEARS

10
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FORECASTED SPEND SCHEDULES
STATE COST-SHARE – INFLATION ADJUSTED

PROJECTED STATE-COST SHARE BY BIENNIUM ($M)*

21-23 23-25 25-27 27-29 29-31 31-33
TOTAL STATE 

SHARE 
(Savings)

REMAINING 
LOCAL SHARE 

(Savings)

TOTAL 
PROJECT
(Savings)

RRVWSP: 
10-Year

$85.9 $254.3 $271.7 $291.1 $311.8 $81.4 $1,296 
(-)

$432
(-)

$1,728
(-)

RRVWSP: 
8-Year

$85.9 $254.3 $392.5 $420.4 $109.7 - $1,263
($33)

$421
($11)

$1,684
($44)

ENDAWS: 
8-Year

$85.9 $254.3 $280.9 $301.0 $78.5 - $1,001
($295)

$333
($99)

$1,334
($394)

ENDAWS: 
6.5-Year

$85.9 $254.3 $421.4 $221.8 - - $983
($313)

$328
($104)

$1,311
($417)

*State cost-share of 75% and inflation adjusted to the projected year of  expenditure
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RRVWSP CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY!

MISSOURI RIVER 
WET WELL

MAIN TRANSMISSION 
PIPELINE

SHEYENNE RIVER 
DISCHARGE STRUCTURE



RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT  |  22

GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY
TRANSMISSION PIPELINE

2021 Groundbreaking
Awarded Five Construction 

Contracts to Date

FUTURE TOURS PLANNED

[LEY 
IJECT 
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SEND LETTER EXPLAINING PROJECT AND WHAT WE NEED 
(PROPERTY ACCESS, REQUEST TO SIGN OPTION OR EASEMENT)
Certified mail with delivery confirmation receipt 

LAND AGENT MAKES/ATTEMPTS CONTACT THROUGH CALL OR IN-PERSON
Land agents attempt contact 3-5 times

QUESTIONS DIRECTED TO GARRISON DIVERSION DISTRICT ENGINEER
Each contact is recorded

RESOLUTION OF LAST RESORT
Last contact made through attorney letter 

PIPELINE EASEMENT 
LANDOWNER CONTACT
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PROPERTY ACQUISITION STATUS
............................... .,,,.............................. .. ... .,.,., ....... 

2023/25 
FUNDING REQUEST 

FOR DESIGN 

2023/25 
FUNDING REQUEST 
FOR CONSTRUCTION 

■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■ 
■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■ 
■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■ 
■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■ ········••=••· ■■■■■■ = ■■■ 

16 OF 56 
PARCELS 

ACQUIRED 

■■■ 
■■■ 
■ 

CT SA & B 

CONSTRUCTION 
FULLY 

FUNDED 

■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■ 

. .. .,.14. l' ................ .. CT 6A & B .................................... ................ 
2023/25 
FUNDING 
REQUEST 

FOR CONST. 

■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 

2023/25 
FUNDING REQUEST 
FOR CONSTRUCTION 

■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■-~ 
~ ~ 

55 OF 57 
PARCELS 

ACQUIRED 

1111111 IIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 1111 : 
~ 

2023/25 
FUNDING REQUEST 

FOR DESIGN 

■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■ 

23 OF 31 
PARCELS 

ACQUIRED 

:::. 

■ EASEMENT ACQUIRED 

~ 
~ EASEMENT NEEDED FOR CONSTRUCTION 

■ EASEMENT IN NEGOTIATIONS/ DESIGN FUNDING NEEDED 

m CONTRACT -

:t----==---=- -~ ---=- "" 
r=-... , ..... ,, ,1 

=== =-:J 
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2023-25 Workplan

2023 LEGISLATIVE REQUEST SUMMARY

2023-25 BIENNIUM REQUEST
$255 Million (75% State Cost-Share)

STATE FINANCING OF LOCAL COST-SHARE 
40-Year @ 2% with ‘Debt Sculpting’

STATE COMMITMENT TO IMPLEMENT TOTAL PROJECT 
Look Beyond the 23/25 Biennium Work Plan

Shovel-Ready Construction 
(43 Miles of  Pipeline!)

Continued Design 
(40 Miles of  Pipeline) 

ENDAWS Phase 1 Design 
(32 Miles of  Pipeline)

> 

> 
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~ 
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Water Authority 
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Testimony of Dr. Tim Mahoney 
Lake Agassiz Water Authority Chairman & Fargo Mayor 

Senate Bill 2020  
 Senate Appropriations Committee – Education and Environment Division 

Bismarck, North Dakota – January 19, 2023 
 
 

Good morning, Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee – 

Education and Environment Division. My name is Dr. Tim Mahohey, and I am the Chairman of 

the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) Board and the Mayor of Fargo. LAWA represents the 

local users, the cities and rural water systems, of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. 

LAWA and the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) are cosponsors of 

the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. I am here to testify in support of funding for the Red 

River Valley Water Supply Project and to assist in the local affordability of the project by 

providing access to flexible, long-term financing. It is also essential for the State to consider a 

commitment to construction of the entire project to provide confidence to our local end users 

who we are asking to fund the local share of the costs.  

 I am here today to ask the Committee to consider LAWA and Garrison Diversion’s 

request for $255 million dollars to construct 43 miles of pipeline and to design an additional 72 

miles so the project can remain on a cost-effective timeline. Now is the time to invest in the 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project as it will benefit future generations and safeguard the 

water supply of nearly HALF of North Dakota’s population.  

 The Project has $340 million of shovel-ready construction and design work that can 

begin immediately if the Project is adequately funded this biennium. The $255 million request, 

along with $85 million of local funding, will allow us to move the Project forward in a timely 

manner.  

Now is the time for the State to harness the natural resource provided by the Missouri 

River and fully commit to getting this Project completed. Time is of the essence, as a cost-
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efficient construction schedule reduces the risk of ongoing inflation and reduces the political 

risks associated with competition from other States wishing to access the Missouri River 

downstream. Furthermore, seeing the State’s financial investment in the Project will boost the 

confidence of rural water systems and cities that are currently considering whether they should 

also invest in the Project.  

LAWA and Garrison Diversion have worked hard to reduce the costs of the project and 

are proposing an 8-year construction timeline utilizing the federal ENDAWS, which will save the 

state $295 million compared to previous alternatives considered. Local affordability is also a 

large concern and in order for communities and water systems to participate in the Red River 

Valley Water Supply Project, it must be affordable. There needs to be access to long-term, low-

interest financing so the Project’s costs does not prevent systems from reaping the drought 

mitigation benefits the Project will provide. This is why LAWA is requesting the State develop 

and fund additional flexible financing options that allows the Project’s end users to grow into 

their repayments.  

Please favorably consider our $255 million funding request and providing access to 

flexible financing to allow end users to adequately plan for a fiscally responsible future.  Thank 

you, Chairman Sorvaag and members of the Committee for the opportunity to provide 

testimony. 
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The Red River Valley Water Supply Project developer, Garrison Diversion Conservancy 
District, has instructed its attorneys to use eminent domain on landowners and refuses to 

even negot iate with landowners on compensation. 

PROJECT BUDGET 
• Total project cost started at $1,220,000,0001 and is 

now projected to be $1,356,000,000.2 

• Only about 0.22% of that $1.356 billion has been set 
aside for compensating landowners, less than a 
quarter of a percent.3 

• While project costs have increased by $ l .36M, the 
compensation level of $1 ,350/acre was set in 2009 
and has never changed. 3 

• Despite a $1.356 billion budget "water would not be 
affordable at all" if Garrison Diversion had 
to pay more for easements.4 

PROJECT PROGRESS 
• Funds have been appropriated during six legislative 

sessions going back to 2009.5 

• After 11 years, less than 10% of the funding required 
has been achieved1 and the project is "barely 
affordable now."4 

• At its current rate, the project is on a 36- to 37-year 
build.4 

• Please stop the use of eminent domain for this project. 
Tell Garrison Diversion it will not receive funding if it 
uses eminent domain. 

1 Water Topics Overview Committee Presentation March 22, 2022. 

Costs6 

Transmission Pipeline 

Intake. Pumps, Supply 

Pump Stations, etc. 

$1 B 82% 

$70 M 6% 

$71 M 6% 

Practical Treatment-WTP $66 M 5% 

Discharge Structure 

Landowners (RO\\") 

$10 M 1% 

S 3M 0.22% 

State Funding5 
'-

2009 HB1020 $3.000,000 

2013 HB1020 $11.000.000 

2015 SB2020 $5.000,000 

2017 HB1020 $30.000.000 

2019 SB2020 $1 7 .000.000 

2021 HB1020 $50.000.000 

2 "That' s j ust inflation. Every year we are somew here presently in a tlrree and six percent inflation factor and the j ump from $1.2 to $1.356 is 
just inflation." - Duane DeKrey , https://www.lanet.com/news/answers-to-your-guestions-revolving-red-river-valley-water-supply-project/ 
3 "The total easement cost ... $3,019,000" Easement Pricing File Memorandum 7-7-09. $3,0 19,000 / $ 1.365B = 0.223% 
4 Pates, Mikkel. "Red River Water Supply pipe project w ill sue if landowners don't sign by July 8, 2022" Ag Week, June 27, 2022 
5 Red River Valley Water Supply Project Study- Background Memorandum; Prepared for the Water Topics Overview Committee July 2021 
6 HB 1020 State Water Commission Budget Presentation, Senate Appropriations Committee, March 22, 2021. 
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Interim W ater Topics Committee 

September 20, 2022 

Testimony of Derrick Braaten 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project Landowners 

Chainnan Schmidt and members of the committee, my name is Derrick Braaten and I am here to 

briefly discuss the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. I represent a group oflandowners whose land 

is affected by the project and the pipeline is crossing these landowners' prope1ty. 

The best way to protect landowners in this project is to have the State of North Dakota own the 

pipeline. If the State of North Dakota owns the pipeline, landowners will be assured an entity will protect 

and indemnify them. There is no plan known to landowners as to what happens when the pipeline is 

abandoned on their prope1ty, or if it will be removed. 

The Gairison Diversion first started acquiiing options in 2009 based on land values at that time. 

(See 2009 Garrison Easement Pricing Memorandum). Consultants for landowners put together the 

following graph to illustrate the rise in average land values since that time. 

$3,000 

$2,500 

$2,000 

$1,500 

$1,000 

$500 

$-

North Dakota Per-Acre YTY Change 

$2,426 
$2,284 $2,303 

$2,290 

$1,079 

T 
$2,363 

$2,658 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 



The appraiser who consulted with Garrison Diversion in 2009 was recently quoted in Agweek, 

which wrote: “When premium farmland is coming up for sale, Kyle Nelson says the bids these days can be 

‘astronomical.’ Nelson of Farmers National Company said he underestimated the momentum that was 

building in farmland sales in 2021 that has continued to roll in 2022.” 

(https://www.agweek.com/news/farmland-sees-some-astronomical-sales-results). 

Since 2009, the Garrison Diversion has refused to negotiate compensation despite an overall value 

increase in average land values of 146.34% based on surveys (and according to Landowner’s consultants). 

Rather than acknowledge the astronomical markets, in June of 2022 Garrison Diversion sent landowners a 

letter threatening to file eminent domain actions if landowners did not sign an agreement at its 2009 

compensation offer by July 8, 2022. It indicated last week that it is initiating those eminent domain actions 

now.  

Agricultural-use land values and the “before and after approach” are also not the only way to value 

pipeline easements and this is a common misconception. The federal court in North Dakota recently agreed 

in a case brought by a ND pipeline developer to condemn pipeline easements. The federal court agreed that 

other pipeline easements and the amounts paid per rod were relevant comparable sales and admissible 

evidence. WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. v. Easement & Right-Of-Way Across, No. 1:18-cv-078, 2021 U.S. 

Dist. LEXIS 63744, at *24 (D.N.D. Apr. 1, 2021). The RRVWSP is also not a typical pipeline project, and 

requires a double lift of soil and subsoil similar to what is done when strip mining for coal. 

Garrison Diversion has obtained less than 10% of the funding needed for the project. Currently, 

Garrison Diversion has appropriated less than a quarter of 1% of its 1.3 billion-dollar-budget to compensate 

the hosts of the project (included as part of my testimony is a fact sheet regarding the project budget and 

project progress). At the current rate of funding, the project will not be completed for another 36-37 years, 

but Garrison Diversion is paying 2009 prices, which were insufficient even then.   

The North Dakota Legislature has the power to authorize additional compensation for the hosts of 

this project and bring Garrison Diversion to the table to negotiate with landowners and take eminent domain 

off the table.   



 
Testimony of Derrick Braaten on behalf of  

Red River Valley Water Supply Project Landowners  
as Neutral to 

SENATE BILL NO. 2020 
Senate Appropriations Committee – Education and Environment Division 

January 19, 2023 
 

 

My name is Derrick Braaten, and I am an attorney in Bismarck and owner of Braaten Law 
Firm.  My law practice is focused on representing farmers and ranchers, and other landowners.  I 
am submitting this testimony on behalf of a group of landowners who are being forced into eminent 
domain lawsuits by Garrison Diversion for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. I submitted 
testimony and information on these issues to the Interim Water Topics Committee on September 
20, 2022. 

My clients are not opposed to the State Water Commission’s budget, but we have serious 
concerns about allocations that will be used to fund the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. 
Based on testimony from Andrea Travnicek, Garrison Diversion is requesting $170 million out of 
this budget for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project (See, page 28 of Andrea Travnciek 
testimony, Doc. No. 12872 and page 10 of Andrea Travnicek testimony, Doc. No. 12931).   

My clients are being forced to choose between defending a condemnation action, or 
accepting compensation for an easement that was set at property rates in 2009 and has never 
changed, and more importantly, these landowners are being asked to negotiate an easement without 
knowing who will actually own and be liable for the pipeline once it is built. My clients are asking 
the State of North Dakota to accept ownership and liability for this pipeline upon completion. This 
is a significant public works and earthworks project, and the landowners are being asked to 
negotiate their grandchildren’s liability without knowing who will actually own the pipeline and 
be responsible for reclamation and abandonment.  

Please condition any further funding of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project on the 
State of North Dakota accepting liability and ownership of the pipeline and ensuring that 
landowners are not being prevented from negotiating a fair agreement for fair compensation 
without being sued by Garrison Diversion as is happening now. Garrison Diversion paused these 
proceedings after our prior presentation in September, but has indicated it is now recommencing 
eminent domain proceedings against these landowners because it refuses to negotiate on the 
compensation it set back in 2009. 

Thank you, 

 
Derrick Braaten 

Attorney/lobbyist for Fred Richter,  
Larry Rexine, and Red River Valley  
Water Supply Project landowner group 

#14567
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WAWSA Existing 
Pump Station 

WA WSA Existing 
Storage Tank 

WA WSA Existing 
WTP 

Existing Fill Station 
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C 1,800+ Miles installed of Rural 
Distribution & Transmission Pipeline 

1,6 Pump 

Statio,ns 

9 Ground Storage 
Reservo,irs 

4 Water 
Towers 



Over 60,000 Residents Served in 167% Growth 193% Growth 

~ 
Northwest North Dakota {First Decade) {2011-2022) 

Member Entity 2011 2021 2022 
McKenzie County Water Resource District 200 1350 1466 ,_ 

Northwest Rura l Water I BDW 1383 2411 2639 
R&T Water 90 700 800 

Tota l Connections 4905 
-



2020 United States Census

2010 Growth Rate 2020
McKenzie County, ND 6,400 131% 14,700
Williams County, ND 22,400 83% 41,000

---~ .. : -_· .• 
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HISTORIC FUNDING 

Estimated 
Total Project , 

$544M 
(2023 $$) 

$177 000,000 
Loan Total 

to Date ( 42%) 

$244,000,000 
Grant Total 

to Date ( 58%) 



Proposed System lwprovements/Exp,ansion 

MCW'RD - System II Improvements/Expansion 

MCVIRD - Transml!ss:i:on System Expansion 

MCW'RD - System IV Improvements/Expansion 

Will:iiston - \VTP Expcil.1!1sion to 35 MGD 

R&T\VD - Battle View/.Jv.kGre_gor Rm.a] Diismbntion Expansion 

R&T\VD - Stamey Tr,cil.1!1SlIDSSfOn Improvements - Phasie II 

R&T\VD - Bfaisdel/Pal!ermo & Jvlisc. Rma1 Diismbntion System Expcil.1!1sion 

NWRWTI - Com1h• Route ·., . 9 S ervfoe Area. 
NWR\VD - BDW Rma1 Diismbntion Expan.sion 

,• 
• NWRWTI T t Ar R a] Dii mb t E 

Subtotals 

Total 2023 - 2025 Biennium CIP 

Planning, Engineering, & Construction of: 

Q Pump Stations 

400+ New Rural 
Connections 

Reservoirs 

Transmission & 

Distribution Pipelines 

1411/2022 Estimate! 
2023-2025 State 

Cost Share 

Re uest 

2023-2025 
Budgeted Sfate 

Cost Share 

2023-2025 
Budgeted Local 

Cost Share 
$, 

$, 

$, 

$, 

$, 

$, 

$, 

$, 

$, 
-, 

s 

1,100,mm PCIC 

19,300,000 PC 

3,300,000 PC 

44,850,000 C 

9,350,000 PC 

7,150,000 C 

3,900,000 PC 

6,400,000 C 

4,400,000 PC 

8 300 000 I PC 

114,650,000 

WILLISTON 
REGIONAL WTP 

21 MCiD + 

$ 5,775,000 $ 
$ 1,447,500 $ 

$ 247,500 $ 
$ 26,910,000 $ 
$ 701,250 $ 
$ 5,362,500 $ 
$ 292,500 $ 
$ 4,320,000 $ 
$ 330,000 $ 
$ 622 ..;oo $ -
WILLISTON 

REGIONAL WTP 
EXPANSION 

14 MCiD + 

s 
s 

1,925,000 

482,500 

82,500 

17,940,000 

233,750 

1,787,500 

97,500 

1,440,000 

110,000 

24,306,250 

70,315,000 

R&T WTP 

2 MCiD 

M illion Gallons Per Day (MGD) of Drinking Water 

PLAN INCREASED TO 37 MGD 



Thank you
Tami Madsen, Executive Director

Western Area Water Supply Authority
701-609-0450 |  Tami.madsen@wawsp.com



GROUNDWATER

COUNTIES
• BURKE
• DIVIDE
• MCKENZIE
• MOUNTRAIL
• WILLIAMS

WILLISTON REGIONAL 

R&T

5
McKenzie Rural Water
Northwest/BDW
R&T Water Supply

200
1,383

90

2011
1,466
2,639
800

CURRENT

Williston, Watford City, Ray, Tioga, Stanley, Wildrose, Crosby, 
Fortuna, Noonan, Columbus, Ross, Ambrose, & Arnegard

OVER 70,000 RESIDENTS SERVED IN NORTHWEST ND

MISSOURI RIVER
WTP

WTP CITIES SERVED

RURAL CONNECTIONS (193% INCREASE SINCE 2011)

16 Pump 
Stations

9 Ground Storage 
Reservoirs

4 Water 
Towers

1,900+ Miles installed of Rural 
Distribution & Transmission Pipeline

In response to the rapidly expanding population and 
increasing water demands created by the Bakken oil 
boom, the North Dakota Legislature created the 
Western Area Water Supply Authority in 2011 to own 
and manage the Western Area Water Supply Project. 

The Western Area Water Supply Project is a regional 
water project that serves over 5,000 square miles 
of municipal, rural, and industrial users across five 
counties in northwest North Dakota.  The system 
utilizes a combination of Missouri River water treated 
at the Williston Regional Water Treatment Plant and 
groundwater treated by the R&T Water District's Water 
Treatment Plant in Ray to serve the region.    

Watford City

McKenzie County Water Resource District

Northwest Rural Water District

R&T Water District

Existing Funded Infrastructure through 
Phase VI (2019-2021) (Includes Design for 
WTP 35MGD Expansion)

Phase VII (2021-2023)

Phase VIII (2023-2025)

WAWSA Existing 
Pump Station

WAWSA Existing 
Storage Tank

WAWSA Existing 
WTP

Existing Fill Station

www.WAWSP.com

131% Population 
Increase in McKenzie 

County since 2010

83% Population 
Increase in Williams 
County since 2010

8 

• 
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HISTORICAL LEGISLATION
SB2233

• Created Two Water Utilities:
• Domestic Utility: Owned and Operated by WAWSA

and Member Entities

• Industrial Utility: Owned By the State of North Dakota
and Operated by WAWSA

State Assumed  $238M OF WAWSA DEBTS

WHAT’S HAPPENING TODAY?
SB2020

WAWSA is Requesting $43M from the SWC Budget

WAWSA and Member Entities Currently Own $53M in 
Domestic Debt

State of North Dakota Currently Owns $91.2M in 
Industrial Debt (Principle Reduced by 
$146.8M Since 2013)

Planning, Engineering, & Construction of: 

Pump Stations

400+ New Rural 
Connections

Passed by State Legislature in 2013

Reservoirs

Transmission & 
Distribution Pipelines

2023 & 
BEYOND

$244,000,000 
Grant Total 

to Date (58%)

HISTORIC FUNDING

Estimated 
Total Project

$544M
(2023 $$)

58%42%
$177M
Local

$244M
State

Million Gallons Per Day (MGD) of Drinking Water

PLAN INCREASED TO 37 MGD

21 MGD 2 MGD

WILLISTON 
REGIONAL WTP R&T WTP

14 MGD

WILLISTON 
REGIONAL WTP

EXPANSION

WAWSA BOARD
• City of Williston
• McKenzie County Water Resource District (MCWRD)
• Northwest Rural Water District (NWRWD)
• R&T Water District 
• Burke-Divide-Williams (BDW) Rural Water 

ENTITY CONTRIBUTIONS
Each Member Entity (and many sub-member entities) 
contributed existing infrastructure such as water plants, 
transmission lines & water depots 
(OVER $100 MILLION IN ASSETS) 
to WAWSA for the public purpose and good of this project. 

$177,000,000 
Loan Total 

to Date (42%)

) 

--
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Rural Water Supply Update

SB 2020
Senate Appropriations – E&E Division
January 19, 2023

Presented By:

Eric Volk, Executive Director

ND Rural Water Systems 

Association

#14622



NDRWSA Vision:

All of North Dakota has 

access to affordable, 

ample, and quality 

water.



Quick Summaries

• Rural & Regional Water Summary

• 2021-23 Funding Summary

• 2023-25 Funding Map

• 2023-25 Funding List

• RW Rates

• Cities Not Served by RW



Rural Water Background

• RW was started in the Late 60’s 

and Early 70’s

– Lots of $$$ on their Own

– Federal Loans (USDA-RD)

– State Loans

– Mid 80’s Federal MR&I Program

– 1996 EPA SRF Loan Program

– 2000 Dakota Water Resources Act

– Early 2010’s Resources Trust Fund



Use of the RTF

• Helped hook-up citizens of ND to 

affordable, ample, and quality 

water.

• Improved flow, quantity, and 

pressure (at an affordable rate) 

for rural residents and smaller 

communities.



System Sustainability

• Systems have User Fees and 

Charge Accordingly

• Perform Routine Repair & 

Replacement

• Understand that Proper Reserves 

are necessary for System 

Longevity

• Serving Cities, Rural Users, the Ag 

Industry and anyone else along 

the way, help make it all work.
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FIGURE 1. RURAL WATER USER ASSOCIATIONS IN NORTH DAKOTA. 
FEBRUARY. 1975 . 

SOURCE: K, B, MACKICHAN & ASSOCIATESJ lNC,J FEBRUARYJ 1975, 

OICKEY 
SARGENT 

STATUS OF WATER SYSTEMS 

il\fttltl OPERATIONAL 

- UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

PLANNING STAGE 





Rural/Regional Water on 

a Statewide Basis:

Touches Every County in the State

Provides Water Service to over 170,000 Rural Residents through 

over 70,000 Connections

Network of 41,000 Miles of Pipe

Serves 75% of ND’s 355 Inc. Cities

Furnishes Water Service to nearly 129,000 Residents in Cities

No Taxing Authority

Did Not Receive Any Direct Federal Stimulus Dollars*

Do Not Have a Prairie Dog Bucket

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



ND Water Service Data

• 355 Inc. Cities

• 266 on Rural/Regional Water

– 108 are Ind. Metered

– 158 are Served in Bulk

• 89 Cities have their own Source

– 4 from Other Cities

– 8 from Ind. Wells

– 77 from Own Source





Service Population %

• 60% Cities not on RW 

• 38% on RW

– Residential

– City

• 1% Census Designated Places 

not on RW or counted in the City 

#s (AFBs)

• 1% Remaining to serve



21-23 Funding Recap

• $59.6M in the RW Bucket

– WAWS is in the Water Supply 

Bucket

– SWPP & NAWS are in the Capital 

Assets Bucket

– Other Rural & Regional Systems



21-23 Funding Recap

• $33.5M Approved thus far

• $2.2M Completed Projects

• $23.9M remaining

• $27.6M in projects are still 

planned before the end of the 

biennium.

• $10.6M has been added from the 

SFRF.



23-25 Funding Need

• $125M Worth of Projects

• $91M of Grant Funding is 

Needed.



Locill Sponsor 

AgasS'iz Water Users District 

All S,easoru Water U!ien District 

Cass Rura I Water Distr ict 

CaS'S Rura I Water District 

Central Plairu Water District 

East Central Reg·o11al Water District 

East Central Regio11al Water District 

East Central Regional Water District 

Gre,ater Ram soe-~' Water District 

Mcl ean-Sil er ida n Rural Water District 

Mcl ean-Sil er ida n Rural Water District 

M iS'Souri West Water System 

orth Prairie Regiona I Wa.ter District 

Northeast Regiona I Wa.te,r District 

ortheast Regiona I Wate,r District 

ortheast, War.sh, Aga.ssiz, Tri•County, & 
East Central RWDs 

Rolette Cou11ty - Turtle Mountain 

Rolette Cou11ty- Turtle Mountain 

Rolette Cou11ty - Turtle Mountain 

South Central Regjon al Water District 

Southeast Water Users District 

Stutsm an Rural Water District 

Stutsm an Rural Water District 

Tri-County Water District 

Tri-County Water District 

Upper S,ouris :Rural Water District 

orthwest Area Water Supp ly Project (NAWS) 

Southwest Pipeli11e Project (SWPP) 

We5tem Area Water Supp ly (WAWS) 

Pro j,ect Name 

Rese,rvoir 1 to 3 Transmission Exparuion 

System 1 Expansion - Pha !ie- 2 

County Road 17 Im provements 

System Wide lmp rovem e11ts 

Conn ection t o the city of M addock 

Individu al Serv·Ge to Galesbu rg 

Hillsboro WTP Expansion 

Wellffield, Trarum ission & User Exparuion 

North System Capacity lmp roveme11ts 

Phase 2 WW Co11struction 

Phase 3 Expa11sion 

Fort Abraham Lin col'11 State Park Improvements 

Rese,rvoir 3 to Max Transmi!>Sion U11e 

Bulk Citiesto Individu al Serv·ce.s 

WTP and Wellfield! Exp aruion 

Northeast North Da kota Lo11g-Te,rm G roun d1vater Supply 

H't_ghwav 43 Reservo ir & Pump Sta t i 011 Imp rove ments 

Th r,ee M ile Road Rural Water Ma tn Replacement 

H't_ghway 3 and BlA 8 Water Mai11 Rep lacement 

Serv ice to t ine city of Ash ley 

West System Ware-r Treatrne11t Pl1ant lmproveme11ts 

IRaw Water f acil ities Improvement 

Service to t l\le citv of Streeter 

Phase 6 Expa11sion 

Phase 7 Expa11sion - McVille Area 

!Improvements & Expansion - Plhas;e 2 

202:3,-2.5 Treatment & Distribution Improvem ents 

202:3,-2.5 Treatment & Distributio11 Improvements 

202:3,-2.5 Treatment & Distribution Improvem ents 

SWC 23-25 Grant Loc:al Share lota l Project Cost 

$2,150,550 S7t6,850 $2,867,400 

$7,125,000 $2,375,000 $9,500,000 

$891,675 $297,225 $1,188,900 

$1,575,000 $525,000 $2,100,000 

$3,750,000 Sl ,250,000 $5,000,000 

$1,337,737 $445,913 Sl ,783,,650 

$2,124,513 $708,17:ll $2,8.32,,684 

$5,954,906 $1,984,968 $7,939,874 

$5,521,522 $1,890,507 $7,412,029 

$4,800,000 $1,600,000 $6,400,000 

$2,300,000 $800,000 $3,100,000 

$744,000 $248,000 $992,000 

$1,918,000 $639,000 $2,557,000 

$2,698,986 $899,662 $3,598,,648 

$4,500,000 $1,.500,000 $6,000,000 

$6,255,647 $2,085,2:1.5 $8,340,862 

$3,000,000 s2,ooo,ooo $5,000,000 

$1,125,000 $875,000 $2,000,000 

$4,822,500 $3,607,500 $8,430,000 

$6,655,440 $2,218,480 $8,873,920 

$:1.0,350,000 $3,450,000 $13,800,000 

$3, 203,250 $1,067,750 $4,271,000 

$582,000 $194,000 $776,000 

$1,350,000 $450,000 $1,800,000 

$2,464,500 $821,500 $3,286,000 

$3,750,000 Sl,250,000 $5,000,000 

Totals: $90,950,226 $33,899,741 $124,849,967 

$36,000,000 St6,200,ooo $77,200,000 

$:1.31,500,000 so $l31,500,000 

$46,000,000 $24,000,000 $70,000,000 

Totals: $213,500,000 $40,200,000 $278,700,000 
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Why is  Rural Water 

Funding Needed?

• The grant funding allows those 

residents in smaller communities 

and rural areas to receive a 

basic necessity of life for a 

reasonable price. 

• Those rural residents do pay 

their fair share through 

historically higher rates.



Rura'I Water System Rates - January 2023 

SYSTEM # of Users Minimum Cost $11000 Gal. $16000 Gal . Miles of P,ipe 

Agassiz Water Users Di&tricf 1,400 $27a50 SB.SO $78.50 400 
All SeaSOlls Water Users District System 1-4 908 $40.00 $7.50 $85.00 

All SeaS011s Wata- Users District System 4 Phare 1 &2 124 $48.00 S7.50 $93.00 
All SeaS011s Water Users Oistricf Syslem 5 sea $48.00 $7.50 $9,3.00 1,700 
Barnes Rural Water Dislrict #1 1,400 $SO.DO SS.50 $83.00 

Barnes Rural Water Dislrict #2 274 $60.00 S'S.Oil $96.00 

Barnes Rural Water Dislrict #3 350 $56.00 SS.50 $89.00 1,200 
Bel court Public Utilities 3,500 $20.50 SS.75 $55.00 245 

Cass Rural W ater District 8,017 $27.00 SS.40 $59.40 

Cass Rural W ater District - Leonard Project 140 $40.00 SS.40 $72..40 2,400 
Central Rlains Water District (Old) 790 $30.00 S'S.SO $69.00 
Central Rlains Water District (New) 3,40 $56.00 $7.25 $99.50 1,266 
Dakota Rural Water Dislrict Expansio11 1,035 $53.00 S'S.SO $92 .. 00 1,200 
East Ce11lral Regiornal Waler Disbict 2,310 $40.00 S7.00 $82.00 

East Ce11lral Regiornal Wal.er District 2,469 $60.00 S7.00 $102.00 2,200 

Foo Berthold Rural Water 2,500 $25.00 SS.00 $55.00 650 
Ganison Rural Water District 822 $62.00 SB.Oil $1 10.00 162 
Greater Ramrey Waler District 1,011 $35.0D SS.50 $68.00 

Greater Ramrey Waler District 1,132 $40.00 SS.50 $73.00 

Greater Ramrey Water District 385 $45.00 SS.50 $78.00 1,650 
McKenZJie County Water Resource District 1,260 $45.90 S7.02 $88.02 1,530 
McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #1 696 $62.00 S7.40 $106.40 

McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #2 174 $65.00 S'G.54 $104 .24 

McLean-Sherida11 Rural Water District #3 113 $76.00 $7.80 $122.80 700 
Missouri West Water System 2,005 $40.00 $'6.29 $77.74 650 

North Prairie Regional Waler Dislrict (Existirng) $54.00 $9.83 $112..98 

North Prairie Regional Water Dislrict (New), 4,788 $65.00 $9.83 $123.98 2,500 

Northeoot Regicmal Water Districtllarngdon Brmch 1,299 $63.00 S'G.10 $99.60 

Nartheoot Regiofl31 Water DistricttNorth Vclley Branch 1,372 $SD.OD SG.10 $86.60 2,512 

Northwest Rural Wata- District 2,600 $45.00 SB.80 $97.80 1,200 
R& T Waler Dislrict 825 $SD.DD $7.70 $96.20 514 
Sooth Central Regiornal Water District (l rncludes :lOO gals) 6,260 $34.00 $7.50 $75.2.5 

Sooth Central Regiornal Water District 1,780 $40.00 S'S.Oil $76.00 5,000 

Soolheast Waler Users Dislrict Ce11lral 623 $SD.OD SS.75 $84 .50 547 

Soolheast Waler Users Dislrict Ce11lral-New 138 $55.00 SS.75 $89.50 147 
Southeast Water Users Dislrict East 1,810 $31.00 S4.50 $58.00 1,372 
Southeast Waler Users District East-New 252 $55.00 S4.50 $82.00 201, 

Southeast Wal.er Users District Wes! 732 $SD.OD $3.50 $71.00 743 

Southeast Wal.er Users District West-New 136 $55.00 $3.50 $76.00 166 
Southwest Water Autflority 7,465 $55.32 S'G.47 $94 .1 4 5,260 
Sllll.e Line Water Cooperative (includes 1000 gals) 452 $40.00 S'G.25 $71.25 200 
Stutsman Rural Water District 1,222 $43.DD SS.35 $75.10 1,100 

Slut&man Rural Water District l:Jc:pa11Sion Rroject 1,347 $48.00 SS.35 $80 .1 0 1,090 

T ri-County Water District 1,200 $54.DD SG.00 $90 .00 1,200 

Upper Souris Water Dislrict 650 $35.DD $10.00 $95.00 600 

Walsfl Rural Water District R1 1 232 $36.00 $7.75 $82.50 

Walsfl Rural Water District R3 155 $48.00 $7.75 $94 .50 

Walsfl Rural Water District R4 142 $55.00 $7.75 $101.50 700 

70 173 41 005 

Median $48.00 SG.38 $85.80 
Average $47.1 5 $'6.57 $86 .36 

Yearl,; Average $1,036.38 



Why is  Rural Water 

Funding Needed?

• Grant funding (Federal & State) 

has been a successful mechanism 

for providing and maintaining 

water service in rural areas. 

• In the mid 1990’s, the systems 

provided water service to about 

90,000 residents. Today, they serve 

around 300,000 residents. 

• Proper Federal and State grant 

funding, 100s of millions (maybe 

Billions) of dollars of 

loans/other pay backs and an 

immense amount of hard work by 

the systems, make this all possible.



Why is  Rural Water 

Funding Needed?

• Rural Water Systems need to be 

properly designed to meet the 

increased demands of the 

Agriculture Industry. 

• It is critical for the systems to 

continue helping our farmers 

and ranchers economically feed 

the world and provide us with 

the food security we sometimes 

take for granted. 



Carryover Authority



3 Additional FTEs



Thoughts on the RTF

• Article X, Section 22 of the 

State Constitution sets up the 

RTF.

• RTF may be expended only 

pursuant to legislative 

appropriation



Oil Extraction Tax 57-51.1-07

• Allocation of moneys in oil 

extraction tax development 

fund.



Oil Extraction Tax 57-51.1-07

• 20% to Resources Trust Fund

– +0.5% (Aug. 2019) until 

$128,740,000 is reached

– Renewable Energy - $3M

– Energy Conservation - $1.2M

• 20% to Common Schools Trust 

Fund and Foundation Aid 

Stabilization Fund

• 30% to the Legacy Fund

• Remainder must be allocated to 

the state’s general fund.



Oil Extraction Tax

Gov. 23-25 Budget

• RTF - $460.1M

• Foundation Aid - $224.4M

• Common Schools - $224.4M

• Every 1% equals $22.44M



Thank You!

• 

n ' -
Our Commitment • Our Profession 



Rural Water Contact

Eric Volk

Executive Director

ericvolk@ndrw.org

701-391-5080

mailto:ericvolk@ndrw.org
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RED RIVER VALLEY 
WATER SUPPLY PROJECT 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Serving the Water Supply Needs of Central North Dakota and the Red River Valley 

~ 
Lake Agassiz 

Water Authority GARRISON 
D I V I t. I I O N 
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RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

RRVWSP is a drought resiliency project and an 
economic development initiative 
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PROJECTED ECONOMIC BENEFITS 
OF RRVWSP DURING DROUGHT

“SAVING OUR ECONOMY” FROM THE IMPACTS OF SIGNIFICANT DROUGHT

$33.6
BILLION

Projected total positive Project 
impact in a “Dirty Thirties” style 
drought simulated from mid-2030s 
through the mid-2040s 
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RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

GARRISON DIVERSION 
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

Represents the State of ND

LAKE AGASSIZ 
WATER AUTHORITY

Represents Local Users

GARRISON 
DIVERSION 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ 
Lake Agassiz 

Water Authority 
Planning today far tomorrow's water 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Funding Commitment to Implement Project 
Not just 23/25 Biennium Work Plan

• The State has been a vital partner in the 
development of the Project. Now is the time to 
commit to full implementation of the Project. 

• A strong State commitment provides confidence to 
local water systems deliberating on their level of 
involvement. 

• Cost efficient build schedule to get the project 
into service sooner, reducing risks and 
inflationary impacts. 

PRIMARY 2023 LEGISLATIVE REQUEST

STATE COMMITMENT TO THE PROJECT 2023-25 BIENNIUM REQUEST

Using State Cost Share Policy (72/25) 
leverages in additional $85M in Local 

Funding for $340M in total capabilities

$255 MILLION 

Shovel-Ready Construction (43 Miles of Pipeline!)

Continued Design (40 Miles of Pipeline) 

ENDAWS Phase 1 Design (32 Miles of Pipeline)

> 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Garney is the current pipeline contractor, several others have expressed interest. This Slide needs to be simple elevator speech.  Then we need narrative bullets on why Commitment is important – federal and local partners
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STATE FINANCING OF LOCAL COST-SHARE 
LONG-TERM/LOW INTEREST WITH ‘DEBT SCULPTING’

Ability to shape debt repayment to match anticipated revenues 
and expenses allowing systems to ‘grow’ into project repayment

LEGISLATIVE REQUEST
ADDITIONAL AFFORDABILITY CONSIDERATIONS

PROCEED WITH FEDERAL PORTION OF THE PROJECT

An 8-year build utilizing ENDAWS saves the State $295 Million!

> 

(0) 
• 

> 
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DRAFT 2023-2025 WORK PLAN

CT 7
DESIGN

$4.4M

CT 6
CONST.

$159.4M

CT 5C & D
CONST.

5C: $53.1M
5D: $66.5M 

CT 4
DESIGN

$8.3M

5D

5A & B

5C

ENDAWS
PHASE 1
DESIGN

$11.1M

McCLUSKY CANAL 
INTAKE & BIOTA WTP
CONCEPT. & PRELIM 

DESIGN
INTAKE: $1.0M

WTP: $4.8M

TOTAL: 
$339M

* OTHER PROGRAM COSTS: $29.6M

Lake 
Audubon 

83 McClusky 
Canal 

N 

RRVWSP HYBRID PROJECT 
UTILIZING FEDERAL ENDAWS 

PHASE 1 -(ENDAWS) (RRVWSP) 

PHASE 2 

11111 

GRAND FORKS 

OOPERSTOWN 

VALLEY CITY 

~ ® 

PROJECT MAP 
INCLUDES ONLY THE 

HIGHLIGHTED PORTION 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

I 

I 

® 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other Program Costs:Management, Administration, Finance, Legal, Program Management & Communication Services -  $6.9MReserves @ 5% minimum - $16.6MWashburn
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FORECASTED SPEND SCHEDULES
STATE COST-SHARE AND INFLATION MITIGATION

WHAT IF PROJECT IS FUNDED AT A SLOWER PACE THAN IS BEING REQUESTED?

STATE CONTRIBUTION
(PER BIENNIUM)

RRVWSP PROJECTED 
COMPLETION DATE

ENDAWS PROJECTED  
COMPLETION DATE

$85M ∞ (*Never) ∞ (*Never)

$100M ∞ (*Never) 42-Years (Dec 2063)

$150M 32-Years (June 2053) 22-Years (Dec 2043)

$200M 21-Years (June 2042) 16-Years (June 2037)

$250M 16-Years (Dec 2037) 12-Years (Dec 2033)

* Due to inflation outpacing project spend, project timeline is indefinite.  
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INDUSTRIAL WATER DEMAND EXCEEDS CURRENT SUPPLY

4

SPIRITWOOD

GRAND FORKS AGRIBUSINESS NEEDS
Permitted Use of City’s Wastewater Effluent Discharge
Significant Current and Proposed Industrial Use

CASSELTON INDUSTRY 
Fargo Looking to Expand Effluent Reuse Facility 
CGB Soybean Plant will Approximately Double Reuse Demand

AGP SOYBEAN CRUSHING/CRACKING
Relocated Facility, Missed Opportunity

CARGILL (PRO GOLD)
Reliability & Expansion Precluded 
by Permit Restrictions

SPIRITWOOD ENERGY PARK
Water Options Limited

DAIRY/POTATO WASHING/HOG & BEEF, 
MISC. WATER DISTRICTS
Water Options Limited

1GRAND FORKS

2CASSELTON

3WAHPETON

1

2

3

3

4

• 
• 
• 
• 
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AVAILABILITY POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

GOOD WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ SURFACE WATER

POTENTIAL WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ GROUND WATER

NEAR FULL 
APPROPRIATION



RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT  |  11

AVAILABILTY POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
NOMINATED & AVAILABLE RRVWSP INDUSTRIAL WATER CAPACITY

GOOD WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ SURFACE WATER

POTENTIAL WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ GROUND WATER

NEAR FULL 
APPROPRIATION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The green shading is proportional to the industrial nomination by each of the Users or shows excess capacity from the Project.  For rural users, we did have to pick a spot to place the circle.  Arguably, these systems could place a small industrial user anywhere in their system but shading their whole system would be a much different graphic than the one developed.
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MISSOURI RIVER

ONE OF NORTH DAKOTA’S 
GREATEST NATURAL RESOURCES

A DROP IN 
THE BUCKET!Accounts for 95% of North Dakota’s surface water – we only 

utilize about 1% of the water flowing through our state

Total amount of  Missouri River water needed is .5%, leaving 
99.5% of Missouri River unaffected 
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MISSOURI RIVER
FIRST IN TIME, FIRST IN LINE

ABERDEEN
• Completed Missouri 

River Feasibility Study
• Up to 32 MGD / 50 CFS

WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA 
REGIONALIZATION PROJECT
• Up to 67.8 MGD / 105 CFS

KANSAS
OGOLLALA AQUIFER
• 1982 Study Revitalized
• Up to 3,546 MGD / 5,540 CFS

COLORADO RIVER
• Reclamation has evaluated 

portfolios related to importing 
Missouri River Water into 
Colorado River Basin

WYOMING 

. . . . . . . 
0 

NORTH DAKOTA 

EB AS A IOWA 

.········ . J ~ I ......... . 

. . 

. 
COLORADO 0 KANSAS 

I SOU I 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Accounts for 95% of North Dakota’s surface water – we only utilize about 1% of the water flowing through our stateTotal amount of Missouri River water needed is .5%, leaving 99.5% of Missouri River unaffected First in Time, First in Line. We don’t want to lose out to other states who are eyeing the Missouri River105MGD = 165 cfs RRVWSPND PERMIT – 1416/1416A – NOT GUARANTEED, USE IT OR LOSE IT
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Pipe Diameter
72” (6 foot)

Bury Depth
7’ Top of Pipe
15’ Bottom of Trench

Pipe Length
125 Miles

Pipe Material
Steel

Pipe Flow
165 cfs

THE PROJECT IS AN EMERGENCY WATER SUPPLY FOR NEARLY 50% OF NORTH DAKOTA’S POPULATION

SYSTEM OVERVIEW

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS = $1.16 B (2023$)

Lake 
Audubon 

BISMARCK • 
Missouri 

/River 

• TUTTLE 

RRVWSP HYBRID PROJECT 
UTILIZING FE DERAL EN OAWS 

PHASE 1 I 

(E= S) (R= P) 

PHASE 2 

11111 

Sheyenne 
River 

\ 

~ 

PROJECT MAP 
INClUDES ONlY THE 

HIGHLIGlfT[D PORTION 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

Lake 
1/ Ashtabula 

GRAND FORKS 

Red 
River 



EASTERN ND 
ALTERNATE WATER 
SUPPLY (ENDAWS)
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DAKOTA WATER RESOURCES ACT OF 2000

FEDERAL RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

DAKOTA WATER
RESOURCES ACT 
OF 2000

NEEDS & OPTIONS 
REPORT

(RELEASED 2005)

NO RECORD OF 
DECISION ISSUED FOR 

FEDERAL RRVWSP 

FORCED 
DEVELOPMENT OF 

STATE & LOCAL 
PROJECT

FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 

(RELEASED 2007)

FEDERAL EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA ALTERNATE WATER SUPPLY (ENDAWS)

STARTED DEVELOPMENT 
OF STATE & LOCAL 
PROJECT
(2011)

CONTINUED EFFORTS 
TO ACCESS 

GDU FACILITIES 
(McCLUSKY CANAL)

ENDAWS RECORD 
OF DECISION 

(ISSUED 2021)

ENDAWS 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENT 
(RELEASED 2020)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
State Involvement in the FEIS Process – Provides Additional Oversight In 2000, the Dakota Water Resources Act (an amendment to the 1965 Garrison Diversion Act) was passed. It included the federal Red River Valley Water Supply Project. DWRA required a Needs & Options report and Environmental Impact Statement be prepared. These were completed and the federally preferred alternative was identified in the EIS. But a Record of Decision was never issued. After years of requesting a Record of Decision and never receiving it. A state and local project was developed. 
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CURRENT STATE PLAN VS HYBRID PROJECT

RRVWSP STATE PLAN
RRVWSP $1.44 B

ALL PROJECT COSTS IN 2023$

$1.16 B
*PHASE 2 COSTS 
NOT INCLUDED

RRVWSP HYBRID PROJECT

ENDAWS RRVWSP

UTILIZING FEDERAL ENDAWS
Phase 1 Phase 2

~ 

1 

t 
PROJECT MAP 

® ® @3 
INCLUDES ONLY THE 

® COOPERSTOWN 
HIGHLIGHTED PORTION 

CARRINGTON 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

200 
McCLUSKY 

WASHBURN 
Sheyenne 

~ - r 

River 
I 

Outfall 
CD 

State WTP 
Missouri e TUTTLE 

Lake 
/ Ashtabula 

River Intake 
' 
I 

@'-'i 
I ® I 

® @B I 

McCl~sky 
I ~-, 

' 
I CARRINGTON 9 COO PERSTOWN 

Canal I ,,_, 

WASHBURN McClusky Canal 
Sheyenne 

Intake & Biofa WTP 
River 

I Outfall 
Q) 

® 
Missouri River 

Intake & e TUTTILE 
Lake 
Ashtabula 

Pump,ing Station - - •••••• 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Utilizes infrastructure that is already in place, including the Federal Garrison Diversion Unit (GDU) Principal Supply WorksOffers financial advantages due to hydraulic efficienciesLess pipe to installPotential for additional Federal investment



FINANCING AND 
BUILD SCENARIOS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Merri co-presents with Mayors on following slides.
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FORECASTED SPEND SCHEDULES
PROJECT ACCELERATION AND ENDAWS

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

RR
VW

SP DEC. 2031 FINISH

DEC. 2029 FINISH

DEC. 2029 FINISH

JUN. 2028 FINISH

10-YEAR

8-YEAR

8-YEAR

6.5-YEAREN
DA

W
S POTENTIAL 

BUILD 
SCHEDULES

YEARS

10
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FORECASTED SPEND SCHEDULES
STATE COST-SHARE – INFLATION ADJUSTED

PROJECTED STATE-COST SHARE BY BIENNIUM ($M)*

21-23 23-25 25-27 27-29 29-31 31-33
TOTAL STATE 

SHARE 
(Savings)

REMAINING 
LOCAL SHARE 

(Savings)

TOTAL 
PROJECT
(Savings)

RRVWSP: 
10-Year

$85.9 $254.3 $271.7 $291.1 $311.8 $81.4 $1,296 
(-)

$432
(-)

$1,728
(-)

RRVWSP: 
8-Year

$85.9 $254.3 $392.5 $420.4 $109.7 - $1,263
($33)

$421
($11)

$1,684
($44)

ENDAWS: 
8-Year

$85.9 $254.3 $280.9 $301.0 $78.5 - $1,001
($295)

$333
($99)

$1,334
($394)

ENDAWS: 
6.5-Year

$85.9 $254.3 $421.4 $221.8 - - $983
($313)

$328
($104)

$1,311
($417)

*State cost-share of 75% and inflation adjusted to the projected year of expenditure
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RRVWSP CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY!

MISSOURI RIVER 
WET WELL

MAIN TRANSMISSION 
PIPELINE

SHEYENNE RIVER 
DISCHARGE STRUCTURE
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GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY
TRANSMISSION PIPELINE

2021 Groundbreaking
Awarded Five Construction 

Contracts to Date

FUTURE TOURS PLANNED

LLEY 
IJECT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
5 contracts awarded:
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SEND LETTER EXPLAINING PROJECT AND WHAT WE NEED 
(PROPERTY ACCESS, REQUEST TO SIGN OPTION OR EASEMENT)
Certified mail with delivery confirmation receipt 

LAND AGENT MAKES/ATTEMPTS CONTACT THROUGH CALL OR IN-PERSON
Land agents attempt contact 3-5 times

QUESTIONS DIRECTED TO GARRISON DIVERSION DISTRICT ENGINEER
Each contact is recorded

RESOLUTION OF LAST RESORT
Last contact made through attorney letter 

PIPELINE EASEMENT 
LANDOWNER CONTACT
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PROPERTY ACQUISITION STATUS
.............................. .,,, ................................... .,.,., ..... . CT SA & B · ·u•w· ................. .. CT 6A & B .. .................................. ................ 

2023/25 
FUNDING REQUEST 

FOR DESIGN 

2023/25 
FUNDING REQUEST 
FOR CONSTRUCTION 

■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■ 
■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■ 
■■■■■■■■■■ . ■■■ 
■■■■■■■■■■ ! ■■■ 
■■■■■■■■■■ ! ■■■ 
■■■■■■ ! ■■■ 

16 OF 56 
PARCELS 

ACQUIRED 

! ■■■ 
! ■■■ 
! ■ 

25 OF 25 
. PARCELS 
j ACQUIRED 

CONSTRUCTION 
FULLY 

FUNDED 

■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■■■ 
■ 

22 OF 22 
PARCELS 

ACQUIRED 

----e::=------""-- ~1111111111111 ======,""P'ft 

2023/25 
FUNDING 
REQUEST 

FOR CONST. 

■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
■■ 
18 OF 18 
PARCELS 

ACQUIRED 

2023/25 
FUNDING REQUEST 
FOR CONSTRUCTION 

■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■■■■■ ·······~ ~ ~ 

55 OF 57 
PARCELS 

ACQUIRED 

2023/25 
FUNDING REQUEST 

FOR DESIGN 

■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■■■■■ 
■ 

23 OF 31 
PARCELS 

ACQUIRED 

1111111 111111111111111111111111111111 1:.-= ~------... ---: 
,. 

It»·-

■ EASEMENT ACQUIRED 

~ EASEMENT NEEDED FOR CONSTRUCTION 

■ EASEMENT IN NEGOTIATIONS/ DESIGN FUNDING NEEDED 

m CONTRACT 

,... - -~ ____ _.. ... 
·- r '=-

':_""'-t=•~" -0 
11'1111111 . - - - -= =- -· -· -

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Slide needs to be simple elevator speech.  Then we need narrative bullets on why Commitment is important – federal and local partners
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2023-25 Workplan

2023 LEGISLATIVE REQUEST SUMMARY

2023-25 BIENNIUM REQUEST
$255 Million (75% State Cost-Share)

STATE FINANCING OF LOCAL COST-SHARE 
Capitalization of  Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund

STATE COMMITMENT TO IMPLEMENT TOTAL PROJECT 
Look Beyond the 23/25 Biennium Work Plan

Shovel-Ready Construction 
(43 Miles of Pipeline!)

Continued Design 
(40 Miles of Pipeline) 

ENDAWS Phase 1 Design 
(32 Miles of Pipeline)

> 

> 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Garney is the current pipeline contractor, several others have expressed interest. This Slide needs to be simple elevator speech.  Then we need narrative bullets on why Commitment is important – federal and local partners



THANK 
YOU!

@RRVWSP

facebook.com/RRVWSP

www.rrvwsp.com

Serving the Water Supply Needs of Central North Dakota and the Red River Valley 

~ 
Lake Agassiz 

Water Authority 
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Options to general fund selected operations of the Department of Water Resources as request by Chairman Sorvaag for the 
Senate Education and Environment Committee. 

SALARIES AND WAGES 
OPERATING EXPENSES 
CAPITAL ASSETS 
WATER PROJECT GRANTS 

TOTAL 

General Fund 
$18,547,059 

21,294,089 
3,923,950 

$43,765,098 

Option 1 
Other Funds 

$5,262,819 
38,184,979 

168,472,394 
439,233,275 
$651 ,153,467 

Total 
$23 ,809,878 

59,479,068 
172,396,344 
439,233,275 
$694,91 8,565 

Option 1 funds all operations of the DWR except the 
Development Division which includes NAWS, SWPP, 
and Devils Lake operations from the general fund . 

General Fund 
$9,008,417 

9,261,901 
2,094,500 

$20,364,818 

Option 2 
Other Funds 
$14,801,461 

50,217,167 
170,301,844 
439,233,275 
$674,553,747 

Total 
$23,809,878 

59,479,068 
172,396,344 
439,233,275 
$694,918,565 

Option 2 funds only the Administrative Division, 
Planning and Education Division, Atmospheric 
Resource Board, and data & technology of the DWR 
from general funds. 
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APPROVED UNOBLIGATED SFRF FROM SB 2345 
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Rural Water Bucket Updated 
Implementation Timelines 

Agassiz Water Users District - Gilby 
Project Name: Reservoir 1 to 3 Transmission Expansion 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: Completed 
Design: January-April 2023 
Bidding: June 2023 
Begin Construction: August 2023 
Completion: August 2024 

All Seasons Water Users District - Bottineau 

Project Name: System 1 Expansion - Phase 2 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: September 2023 
Design: December 2023 - January 2024 
Bidding: March 2024 
Begin Construction : May 2024 
Completion: June 2025 

Cass Rural Water District - Kindred 

Project Name: County Road 17 Improvements 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: April 2023 
Design: May 2023 
Bidding: July 2023 
Begin Construction: August 2023 
Completion : November 2023 

Project Name: System Wide Improvements 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: November 2023 
Design: January 2024 
Bidding: March 2024 
Begin Construction: June 2024 
Completion: September 2025 



,,,,----....._ 

Central Plains Water District - Fessenden 

Project Name: Connection to the city of Maddock 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: April - May 2023 
Design: June - November 2023 
Bidding: January 2024 
Begin Construction: March 2024 
Completion: June 2025 

East Central Regional Water District - Thompson 

Project Name: Individual Service to Galesburg 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: Completed 
Design: February- May 2023 
Bidding: May-June 2023* 
Begin Construction: August 2023 
Completion: July 2024 
*Project might be completed using 21-23 funds. 

Project Name: Hillsboro Water Treatment Plant Expansion 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: Fall 2023 
Design: Summer 2024 
Bidding: April 2025 
Begin Construction : June 2025 
Completion: December 2026 

Project Name: Wellfield, Transmission and User Expansion 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: Spring 2023 
Design: Summer 2023 
Bidding: October 2023 
Begin Construction: Fall 2023 - Spring 2024 
Completion: December 2024 

Greater Ramsey Water District - Devils Lake 

Project Name: North System Capacity Improvements 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: November 2022 -January 2023 
Design: February - June 2023 
Bidding: August 2023 
Begin Construction: September 2023 
Completion: November 2024 



~ 

Mclean-Sheridan Rural Water District - Turtle Lake 

Project Name: Phase 2 Water Treatment Plant Construction 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: December 2022 
Design: Early 2023 

Bidding: May 2023 
Begin Construction: July 2023 
Completion: July 2025 

Project Name: Phase 3 Expansion 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: August 2023 
Design: Fall 2023 
Bidding: November 2023 
Begin Construction: June 2024 
Completion: Late 2024 

Northeast Regional Water District - Cavalier 

Project Name: Bulk Cities to Individual Service 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: Summer - Fall 2023 
Design: Winter 2023 - 2024 
Bidding: May 2024 
Begin Construction: June 2024 
Completion : November 2026 

Project Name: Water Treatment Plant and Wellfield Expansion 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: January- May 2023 
Design: June 2023 - February 2024 
Bidding: February 2024 

Begin Construction: June 2024 
Completion: August 2025 (long lead times on material} 

Various Rural Water Districts in Eastern ND 

Project Name: Long Term Water Supply for Northeast North Dakota 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: January - June 2023 
Design: Fall 2024 
Bidding: Spring 2025 
Start Construction: Spring 2025 
Completion: Summer 2026 



Rolette County - Turtle Mtn. Public Utilities - Belcourt 

Project Name: Highway 43 Reservoir and Pump Station Improvements 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: March 2023 
Design: August 2023 
Bidding: April 2024 
Begin Construction: July 2024 
Completion: November 2025 

Project Name: Three Mile Road Rural Water Main Improvements 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: Completed 
Design: August 2023 
Bidding: January 2024 
Begin Construction: April 2024 
Completion: November 2024 

Project Name: Highway 43 and BIA 8 Water Main Improvements 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: Completed 

,.---....., Design: June 2023 
Bidding: November 2023 
Begin Construction: April 2024 
Completion: August 2025 

South Central Regional Water District - Bismarck 

Project Name: Service to the city of Ashley 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: June 2023 (assuming a favorable vote) 
Design: August 2023 
Bidding: November 2023 
Begin Construction: June 2024 
Completion: December 2024 

Southeast Water Users District - Mantador 

Project Name: West System Water Treatment Plant Improvements 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: Apri l 2023 
Design: May- November 2023 
Bidding: December 2023 
Begin Construction: March 2024 
Completion: December 2025 



Stutsman Rural Water District - Jamestown 

Project Name: Raw Water Facilities Improvement 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: Underway 
Design: Nearly complete 
Bidding: March 2023* 
Begin Construction: May 2023 
Completion: November 2024 
*Project might be completed using 21-23 funds. 

Project Name: Service to the city of Streeter 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: October - November 2023 
Design: December 2023 -January 2024 
Bidding: March 2024 
Begin Construction: May 2024 
Completion: November 2024 

Tri-County Water District - Petersburg 

Project Name: Phase 6 Expansion (Western Grand Forks and Eastern Nelson County) 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: September 2023 
Design: December 2023 - January 2024 
Bidding: March 2024 
Begin Construction: May 2024 
Completion: June 2025 

Project Name: Phase 7 Expansion (McVille Area) 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: December 2023 
Design: January - March 2024 
Bidding: May 2024 
Begin Construction: July 2024 
Completion: July 2025 

Upper Souris Rural Water District - Kenmare 

Project Name: Systemwide User Expansion & Capacity Improvements - Phase 2 

Implementation Timeline: 
Planning: August - September 2023 
Design: October 2023 
Bidding: February 2024 
Begin Construction: June 2024 
Completion: November 2025 
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Sor>ing tho Water Supply lle■ds of Central tlorth Dakota and the R•d River 'lolley 

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS -
EDUCATION AND ENVIRONMENT DIVISION 
5B2020 COMMITTEE WORK 

FEBRUARY 3, 2023 

STATE COMMITMENT TO THE P OJ ry 

> Funding Commitment to Implement Project 
Not just 23/25 Biennium Work Plan 

• The State has been a vital partner in the 
development of the Project. Now is the time to 
commit to full implementation of the Project. 

• A strong State commitment providesconfidence to 
local water systems deliberating on their level of 
involvement. 

• Cost efficient build schedule to get the project 
into service sooner, reducing risks and 
inflationary impacts. 

~ 
Lake Agassiz 

Water Authority 

2023-25 BIENNIUM REQUEST 

Using State Cost Share Policy (72/25) 
leverages in additional $85M in Local 

Funding for $340M in total capabilities 

Shovel-Ready Construction (43 Miles of Pipeline!) 

Continued Design (40 Miles of Pipeline) 

ENDAWS Phase 1 Design (32 Miles of Pipeline} 

!Eil KIVB 1M,Er \'/Mir. 5UPPlY F?O!En I 2 
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• OTHER PROGRAM COSTS, S29.6M 
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FAR ® I RRVWSP HYBRID PROJECT J 
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CONTINUED 
SI , 

(40.2 MILES TOTAL) 
Contracts 4 & 7 

SHOVEL-READY 
C1N u·r , 
(42.9 MILES TOTAL) 
Contracts SC, 5D, 
6A & 6B 

r W ,.,., 

(32.0 MILES TOTAL) 
Pipeline, Intake 
& Biota WTP 
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$33.6 
BILLION 
I " 

Proiected total positive Project 
impact in a "Dirty Thirties" style 
drought simulated from mid-2030s 
through the mid-2040s 

!tD ilYEP. VAll EY \'l~ltR SUPPLY PW lcCl I 6 



FORECASTED SPEND SCHEDULES 
STATE COST-SHARE AND INFLATION MITIGATION 

WHAT IF PROJECT IS FUNDED AT A SLOWER PACE THAN IS BEING REQUESTED? 

$85M 00 (*Never)· 00 (*Never)· 

$100M 00 (*Never) 42-Years (Dec 2063) 

$150M 32-Years (June 2053) 22-Years (Dec 2043) 

$200M 21-Years (June 2042) 16-Years(June 2037) 

$250M 16-Years (Dec 2037} 12-Years (Dec 2033) 

* Due lo inflation outpacing project spend, project limeline is indefinite. 
RE, Rl'l!r. '/All:Y 11.'ltx SUPFLY rl.OJE{l I 7 

RRVWSP: 
$85.9 $254.3 $271.7 $291. l $311.8 $81.4 

$1 ,296 $432 $1,728 
ro-Year (-) H (-) 

RRVWSP: 
$85.9 $254.3 $392.5 $420.4 $109.7 

$1,263 $421 $1,684 
8-Year ($33) ($11) ($44) 

ENDAWS: 
$85.9 $254.3 $280.9 $301.0 $78.5 $1,001 $333 $1 ,334 

8-Year ($295) ($99) ($394) 

·ENDAWS: 
$85.9 $254.3 $421.4 $221.8 

$983 $328 $1,3·11 
6.5-Year ($313) ($104) ($417) 

*State cost-shore of 75% and inflation adjusted to the projected y_ear of expenditure 
l!D P•,cHAL<f/11.:H SIJ?i.'1 ?•OJ1CT I 8 
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SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT 

$13.3M 

2023-2025 

$131.6M 

Engineering Fees - Operating Expenses 

Construction Costs - Capital Assets 

( 

NORTHWEST AREA WATER 
SUPPLY PROJECT 

2023-2025 

$36M 

( 

Engineering Fees - Operating Expenses 

Construction Costs - Capital Assets 

STATE OWNED WATER PROJECTS 
TOTAL CAPITAL ASSETS BUCKET - $167.6M 



---------- -
Columbus 

Noonan 

- Completed Construction 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

) 

Sherwood 

Ren11,I1e 

Souris Bottineau Reservoir & 
Pump Station ($7.4M) 

._ _ ____ _ _,,_c,.or.,n.,er....., _ _. Souris Reservoir & 
""'f.......... _. ~ Moh,111 

Bottineau 

~ Pump Station ($4.GM) 
• L,,nsford 

lnlrne Booster 
Pump Stations ($2M) 

Glenburn 
Mc HF NllY 

Minot 

Rugby 

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase Ill) ($30M) 

P l tl!U. 

Treatment Plant (Phase II) Design ($4.2M) 

Lake r 
Audubon 

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 2 ($8.2M) 

) ) 



( 

In Executive Budget 
RTF & City of Minot 

Federal Authority 

TOTAL $61M 

$36M 

$25M 

* Increased Authority Is Requested Because: 

( ( 

Requested Potential Change 
RTF & City of Minot 

Federal Authority 

TOTAL $114M 

$36M 

$78M* 

- Budget Includes Spending Authority & Increased Authority Is Requested To Include Expenditure Authority For Prior 
Biennium Approved Projects 

- Buy America Bui ld America Wa iver Concerns 
- Line Of Cred it Discussion 



SWPP 
2023-2025 
PROJECTS 

) 

1-' 0 ~ T I I 

Dakota I Water Commission 
"" I.qr: .d,11 'I~ 

•EOOAA --....-r---

SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT 
FACILITY UPGRADE FUNDING NEEDS 

2023-2025 BIENNIUM 

Klt.l.DER,___ _ _ 
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- PROPOSEOWA.TER PIPEU~E 
- EXIS'T'WG M\WTRAl'l5""1~LINC 

[Il EXl.~Tll'G I MT AKE 

B WAiER TREATMENT Dt.A.'11 

- sw?P60U'lllrlt't' 

- COUNTY BOOHOAR'I' 
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Southwest Water Treatment Plant 12 MGD Expansion 

Migrating Capacity From 60-70 Years Old WTP 

West Zone Transmission Facility Improvements 

( 

$83M 

$17.SM 

Improves Transmission Capacity For Belfield, South Heart, Medora, Sentinel Butte, 
Beach, Golva And Potential Rural Users 

Burt, Hebron Service Area Expansion $11 .2M 

Over 650 Users Signed Up - Low Density Area With Very Low Service Level 

Strategic Hydraulic Improvements 

Will Address Waiting List Users 

Supplementary Intake Pump Station 

Ongoing Operational Expenses 

$SM 

$14M 

$0.7SM 

Project Management, Professional Expenses For Ongoing Contracts, Legal 

TOTAL $131.6M 



SOUTHWEST WATER TREATMENT PLANT 12 MGD EXPANSION - $83 M 

■ Equipment Procurement - Bid Opening Expected May 2023 - Award Expected 
June 2023 SWC Meeting (2021-2023 Funding) 

■ Construction Contract - Bid Opening Expected Fall 2024 - Award Expected 
October 2024 SWC Meeting 

■ Potential Funding Options: 

■ Request Full Funding Authorization 

• Line Of Credit With Intent Language Needed 

■ Expansion Of SWTP In One Phase Will Save Construction Administration Costs 
And Inflationary Costs Due to Delay 

) ) 
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2023-2025 LEGISLATIVE REQUEST: $46M COST SHARE 

NWRWD - BDW Rural Distribution Expansion {8-1) I Est. Cost Share: $330K {PC) 
This rural expansion will look t o supply water to the communities of Lignite, Flaxton, Portal and the surrounding rural 
areas in Burke County. Expansion will also serve additional rural users throughout BDW's western service area of Divide 
County by installing new service lines and upgrading capacity of the existing system as needed. 

NWRWD - Trenton Area Rural Distribution Expansion {8-2) I Est. Cost Share: $622K {PC) 
The project would currently service 40 rura l users and a 60-lot single family home development between 
Hwy 2 and t he Missouri River in southwestern Williams County. Potable wat er service would also be supplied to the 
industrial businesses of the Marley Crossing Industrial Park as part of this project. 

R& TWD - Battleview & McGregor Rural Distribution Expansion {8-3) I Est. Cost Share: $701K {PC) 
This rural wat er expansion w ill be Phase II of the Battleview and McGregor Distribution Area. Wat er distribution 

pipelines ranging in size from 2.0-inch through 6.0-inch w ill be installed to service rural customers north of Battleview 

and McGregor along the Hwy 40 corridor in southwestern Burke County. 

R& TWD - Stanley Transmission Improvements - Phase II {8-4) I Est. Cost Share: $5.36M {C) 
Phase II of the Stanley Transmission Improvements will add approximat ely 18 miles of 20.0-inch water pipeline between 
Tioga and Stanley along Highway 2. The result of the project will increase capacity to the bulk user cities of Tioga, Ross 
and Stanley and also provided additional capacity for future rural growth th roughout Mountrail County and southern 

Burke County. 

R&TWD- Blaisdell, Palermo, & Misc. Rural System Expansion {8-5) I Est. Cost Share: $293K {PC) 
This rural water service expansion is located in eastern Mountrail County north of the Hwy 2 corridor, southeastern 
Burke County, and northwestern Ward county along the hwy 8 and 50 corridors. The project will serve new rural 
customers and expand service to users within the communities of Palermo and Blaisdell. 

MCWRD - System IV Improvements and Expansion (8-6) I Est. Cost Share: $248K {PC) 
This rural water service expansion is located in northwestern McKenzie County north of the Hwy 200 corridor. The 
Project will bring additional capacity to existing users and serve new rural customers throughout this area of McKenzie 
County. 

MCWRD - System II Improvements and Expansion Project {8-7) I Est. Cost Share: $5.78M {PC/C) 
This rural water service expansion is located in eastern McKenzie County along the Hwy 23 corridor. The Project will 
bring additional capacity to existing users and serve new rural and commercial users throughout the corridor and around 
the Johnson's Corner area in McKenzie County. 

PO Box 2343 Williston, ND 58802-2343 I P: 701-774-66051 F: 701-774-66061 www.wawsp.com 



MCWRD - Transmission System Expansion (8-8) I Est. Cost Share: $1.4SM (PC) 
The project consists of preconstruction including study and report, preliminary engineering, fina l engineering and 
bidding phases for the expansion of the WAWSA Transmiss ion System through McKenzie Count y. The project wou ld 
entail a study and report of routing options for the transmission main corridor along with siting of pump stations and 
water reservoirs. Preliminary engineering would focus on surveying and layout of selected t ransmission main corridor. 
Final design would bring engineering disciplines of civil, structura l, electrical, mechanical, and instrumentation and 
controls together t o complete the design and bidding for the expansion of t he WAWSA Transmission System Expansion 
wit hin McKenzie County. 

NWRWD - County Road 9 Service Area (8-9) I Est. Cost Share: $4.32M (C) 
The project will service 115 new rura l and commercial customers through the installation of 56 miles of 2.0-
inch through 6.0-inch water distribution pipelines east of the City of Wil liston in Williams County. 

Williston - WTP Expansion to 35 MGD (8-10) I Est. Cost Share: $26 .91M (C) 
The Williston water treatment plant is approaching maximum treatment capacity during summer months. To 
keep t reatment capacity ahead of growing water demands, the expansion of the supply and treatment 
systems are needed. The design of the expansion is complete. The project would proceed with bidding once 

,,.~ construction phase funding is secured. The construction phase may take up to 30 months with up to 6 months 
needed for system commissioning. Current domestic water demands are project ed to exceed existing supply 
and treatment capacity in t he near futu re. 

12023-2025 St,i, 2023-2025 2023-2025 
Proposed System lmprovcments/Expansion Cost Share Budgeted State Budgeted Local 

Request Cost Share Cost Share 
NWRWD - BDW Rural D istribution Expansion PC $ 330,000 $ 110,000 
N WR WD - Trenton Area Rural Distribut ion Exoansion PC $ 622,500 $ 207,500 
R&TWD - Battle View/McGregor Rural Distribution Expansion PC $ 701 ,250 $ 233,750 
R&TWD - Stanley Transmission i mprovements - Phase II C $ 5,362,500 $ 1,787,500 
R&TWD - BlaisdelVPalermo & Misc. Rural Distribution System Expansion PC $ 292,500 $ 97,500 
MCWRD - Svstem IV Improvements/Expansion PC $ 247,500 $ 82,500 
MCWRD - System lI Improvements/Exoansion PCIC $ 5 775,000 $ 1,925,000 
MCWRD - Transmission System Exoansion PC $ 1,447,500 $ 482,500 
NWRWD - Countv Route 9 Service Area C $ 4,320,000 $ 1,440,000 . . 

I Wilhsto WTP E s t 35 MGD C $ 26 910 000 $ 17 940 000 
Subtotals 

Total 2023 - 2025 Biennium CIP 
PC = Preconstruction 

C = Construction 

s 46,008,750 

WAWSA 2023-2023 Capital Improvements Plan Cost Summary 

PO Box 2343 Williston, ND 58802-2343 I P: 701-774-66051 F: 701-774-66061 www.wawsp.com 

s 24,306.250 

s 70,315.000 
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:Phase Project Name 

'8·1 NWRWD BOW Rural Distribution Ex ansion 

18-2 NWRWD Trenton Area Rural Distribution 

8-3 R&lWD Battleview/McGregor Phase II 

8-4 R& TWO Stanley Transmission Phase II 

8-5 IR&TWD Blaisdell/Palermo Rural Distribution Expansion 

8 -6 MCWRO Syslem IV Im rovements/Expansion 

8-7 MCWRD S stem II Improvements/Ex ansion 

8-8 MCWRO Transmission Expansion 

8-9 NWRWD Count Route 9 Service Area 

'8-10 WIiiiston WTP Expansion to 35 MGD 

Des Lacs Natl 
Wildlife Refuge '-l 

~~ 
~> 
::i z 
~1-l 
~ 

~Ofill!ll 

MOU NTRAJL 

C@o)11J111!hfilh:8~ ~~ 
• WAWSA Existing Pump Station 

8 WAWSA Existing Storage Tank 

~ WAWSA Existing WTP 

Q Existing Fill Station 

Service Entity Boundary 

c:::J McKenzie County Water Resource District 

Northwest Rural Water District 

c:::::::J R& T Water District 

Existing Funded Infrastruct ure t hrough 

- Phase VI {2019-2021) (Includes Design for 
WTP 35MGD Expansion) 

Phase VII {2021-2023) 

- Phase VIII {2023-2025) 

l,.fv,,. utio:, (hp; ·rt.I tToj, i,•c' ;';: dJra u,1 r ,ft,•i.," by A:':'ll /i,1} tc.',,:u;~f ;p,,;n su(~ d ·'1 :.s ar rite i.Hcr's a.· .. nsl. A:Js J:;;r.> n.;;: \~J1r .. I! tld-: n, 1p er ,:s f,·,1t.;rnore em, ~ spot : Aly ;;, t,·111r,."•'''r i;:•ur.~ri.:. 
Coordinatl!' Svste.m: NAO 1Y83 StalePlane North Dakota North FIPS 3301 Feet I Ed1led by! dliukk I C:\Oata\Pt0jects\Na1uni\\V\WAWSA\GIS_General\GIS\WAWSAGIS Gl!'flera! • Mapping and Ana~ii.aprx l WAWSA Rural \'..'.il@r 
Sy~tem Phase M.tp 

WESTERN AREA WATER SUPPLY PROJECT 
RURAL WATER DISTRICT MAP 

WAWSA Date: 2/6/2023 

N 
locator Map Not to Scale 

0 7 14 Miles 

A 1 inch =14 miles 
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City of Bismarck 10 Million Gallon Per Day WTP Expansion 

• Preliminary Design Began - November 2022 

• CMAR Proposals Received -January 27, 2023 

• CMAR Interviews/Selection - March 2023 

• Bid Package Prep & Bid Starting- February 2024 

• Ultrafiltration and Reverse Osmosis Membrane Procurement - May 2024; 

Estimated Cost of $8.75 Million 

• Significant Project Completion - February 2026 

• Final Project Completion - May 2026 

• Total Estimated Project Cost= $72 Million 
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Proposed Senate Proposed Senate Governor's 

Base Level Adjustments Version Recommendation 
Capital Assets 98,467,437 167,379,801 265,847,238 172,396,344 

Water Supply Grants 125,000,000 158,000,000 283,000,000 270,000,000 

Rural Water Supply Grants 59,600,000 (19,600,000) 40,000,000 35,000,000 

Flood Control Projects 48,000,000 66,600,000 114,600,000 115,000,000 

General Water Grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000 14,233,275 

Basinwide Plan Implementation - 1,000,000 1,000,000 -

Discretionary Funds - 1,000,000 1,000,000 5,000,000 

NOTE: The Senate version for capita l assets includes $100 million from a line of credit and $47.8 million from 
federa l funds that were not included in the Governor's recommendation. 



#21039
Depa( .. ,ent of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 

( ( 
Senate Bill No. 2020 
Base Level Funding Changes 

Executive Budget Recommendation Senate Version Sen. 
lncre, 

FTE General Other FTE General Other FTE 
Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total Positions 

2023-25 Biennium Base Level 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 0.00 

2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes 

Base payroll changes $148,098 $148,098 $148,098 $148,098 
Salary increase 1,404,288 1,404,288 1,049,393 1,049,393 
Health insurance increase 449,618 449,618 459,961 459,961 
Adds FTE positions 3.00 703,398 703,398 0 (3.00) 
Adds funding for t ravel costs for new FTE 2,000 2,000 0 

positions 
Adds a temporary employee for the Northwest 170,000 170,000 170,000 170,000 

Area Water Supply Project 
Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at 61 ,609 61,609 61,609 61,609 

the same level as an FTE position 

Adds funding for staff training and professional 80,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 
development 

Adds funding for IT unification 4,082,784 4,082,784 4,082,784 4,082,784 
Adds funding for PRESENS installations 1,572,800 1,572,800 1,572,800 1,572,800 
Adds funding for maintenance of ground water 22,000 22,000 22,000 22,000 

modeling and related hydrologic analysis 
software 

Adds funding from federal funds for RiskMAP 100,000 100,000 100,000 100,000 
Adjusts funding among line items, including an 0 0 

increase of $5.9 million in professional fees 
and services, a $1.8 million increase in other 
operating expenses, and a $7.7 million 
decrease in capital assets 

Reduces funding for rural water supply grants 0 (19,600,000) (19,600,000) 
Reduces funding for general water grants 0 (2,233,275) (2,233,275) 
Adds funding for water supply grants 0 158,000,000 158,000,000 
Adds funding for flood control projects 0 66,600,000 66,600,000 
Adds funding for capital assets 0 23,473,352 23,473,352 
Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 $0 $8,796,595 $8,796,595 0.00 $0 $233,986,722 $233,986,722 (3.00) 

One-Time Funding Items 
Adds funding for new FTE positions equipment $19,320 $19,320 $0 
Adds funding for IT unification 1,532,980 1,532,980 1,532,980 1,532,980 
Adds funding for increased motor pool rates 118,180 118,180 118,180 118,180 
Adds funding for drilling supplies inflation 180,000 180,000 180,000 180,000 
Adds funding for a navigability study 180,000 180,000 180,000 180,000 
Adds funding for airborne electromagnetic 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 

survey (AEM) data collection 
Adds funding for ground water modeling and 72,665 72,665 72,665 72,665 

related hydrologic analysis software 

Adds funding for the potential relocation of 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 
the agency 

Adds funding for the Bowman radar system 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 
Adds one-time funding to replace the drilling rig 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 
Adds one-time funding for flood control projects 67,000,000 67,000,000 0 
Adds one-time funding for water supply grants 120,400,000 120,400,000 0 



23.0274.01002 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
the Senate Appropriations - Education and 
Environment Division Committee

Fiscal No. 2 February 17, 2023

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 1, line 2, after "resources" insert "; to amend and reenact section 61-02-79 of the North 
Dakota Century Code and section 4 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, relating 
to a Bank of North Dakota line of credit and state water commission discretionary 
funding; to provide legislative intent; to provide an exemption; and to declare an 
emergency"

Page 1, line 7, remove "for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30,"

Page 1, line 8, replace "2025" with "for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, 
and ending June 30, 2025"

Page 1, replace lines 9 through 20 with:

" Adjustments or
Base Level Enhancements Appropriation

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $2,927,459 $23,465,326
Operating expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 201,916,513 300,383,950
Water supply - grants 125,000,000 158,000,000 283,000,000
Rural water supply - grants 59,600,000 (19,600,000) 40,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 66,600,000 114,600,000
Discretionary funding 0 1,000,000 1,000,000
General water - grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000
Basinwide plan implementation 0 1,000,000 1,000,000
Total special funds $409,199,129 $425,729,215 $834,928,344
Full-time equivalent positions 90.00 3.00 93.00"

Page 1, line 21, after "FUNDING" insert "- EFFECT ON BASE BUDGET - REPORT TO 
SIXTY-NINTH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY"

Page 1, line 22, after "biennium" insert "and the 2023-25 biennium one-time funding items 
included in the appropriation in section 1 of this Act"

Page 1, remove line 24

Page 2, replace lines 1 through 5 with:

"Line of credit - Bank of North Dakota $50,000,000 $100,000,000
Basinwide plan implementation 1,100,000 1,000,000
Discretionary funding 0 1,000,000
Equipment for new employees 0 19,320
Information technology unification 0 1,532,980
Increased motor pool rates 0 118,180
Drilling supplies inflation 0 180,000
Navigability study 0 180,000
Airborne electromagnetic survey data collection 0 750,000
Ground water modeling and hydrologic analysis software 0 72,665
Potential agency relocation 0 200,000
Radar system 0 1,800,000

Page No. 1 23.0274.01002 
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Drilling rig replacement 0 1,800,000
Northwest area water supply 0 47,847,238
Discretionary water project funding 6,000,000 0
Mouse River flood control project 74,500,000 0
Water infrastructure projects 75,000,000 0
Total special funds $206,600,000 $156,500,383

The 2023-25 one-time funding amounts are not a part of the entity's base 
budget for the 2025-27 biennium. The department of water resources shall report to the 
appropriations committees of the sixty-ninth legislative assembly on the use of this 
one-time funding for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending 
June 30, 2025.

SECTION 3. ADDITIONAL INCOME - APPROPRIATION. In addition to the 
amounts included in the estimated income line item in section 1 of this Act, any 
additional amounts in the resources trust fund that become available are appropriated 
to the department of water resources for the purpose of defraying the expenses of that 
agency, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages, for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION FUND 
- LOAN REPAYMENT - ONE-TIME FUNDING ITEM. There is appropriated out of any 
moneys in the water projects stabilization fund in the state treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $30,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to 
the department of water resources for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the 
Bank of North Dakota to the western area water supply authority for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. This funding is 
considered a one-time funding item.

SECTION 5. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES DISCRETIONARY 
FUNDING. The discretionary funding appropriated to the department of water 
resources in section 1 of this Act may be used as necessary, except for salaries and 
wages, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 
2025.

SECTION 6. PILOT PROJECT - BASINWIDE WATER PLAN 
IMPLEMENTATION - REPORT TO LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT. Of the $1,000,000 
in the basinwide plan implementation line item in section 1 of this Act, up to $1,000,000 
may be used to provide grants for the pilot project authorized in this section for the 
period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. These 
funds are not subject to state water commission cost-share policies. Water resource 
districts and joint water resource districts in a basin may develop a basinwide water 
plan identifying water conveyance, flood control, and other water projects to be 
undertaken in the basin, and may jointly apply to the state water commission for a 
grant of up to $1,000,000 for implementation of the plan. The state water commission 
may select a basinwide plan submitted under this section for funding and enter into one 
cooperative agreement with the water resource districts and joint water resource 
districts that submitted the plan. The cooperative agreement must include the amount 
of funding the state water commission will provide, a prohibition on using funds granted 
for implementation of the plan for planning or any purpose other than implementation of 
the basinwide plan, and the obligations of the state water commission and each water 
resource district and joint water resource district in implementing the basinwide plan. 
The agreement also must provide for monitoring and oversight of the basinwide plan's 
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implementation. The department of water resources shall report to the legislative 
management on the results of this pilot project no later than August 1, 2024.

SECTION 7. ESTIMATED INCOME - WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION 
FUND. The total special funds line item in section 1 of this Act includes $120,000,000 
from the water projects stabilization fund for water supply grants for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 61-02-79 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

61-02-79. Bank of North Dakota - Line of credit.

The Bank of North Dakota shall extend a line of credit not to exceed fiftyone 
hundred million dollars at a rate of one and one-half percent over the three month 
London interbank offered rate, but may not exceed three percent to the state water 
commissionthe prevailing interest rate charged to North Dakota government entities. 
The state water commissiondepartment of water resources shall repay the line of credit 
from funds available in the resources trust fund, water development trust fund, or other 
funds, as appropriated by the legislative assembly. The state water 
commissiondepartment of water resources may access the line of credit, as necessary, 
to provide funding as authorized by the legislative assemblyup to fifty million dollars for 
the northwest area water supply project and up to fifty million dollars for the southwest 
pipeline project during the biennium beginning July 1, 20212023, and ending June 30, 
20232025.

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 4 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws 
is amended and reenacted as follows:

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - RESOURCES TRUST FUND - 
STATE WATER COMMISSION DISCRETIONARY FUNDING. There is 
appropriated out of any moneys in the resources trust fund in the state 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $6,000,000, or so much of 
the sum as may be necessary, to the state water commission for the 
purpose of providing discretionary funds for water project 
grantsdepartment of water resources to be used as necessary except for 
salaries and wages, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending 
June 30, 2023. This funding is considered to be a one-time funding item.

SECTION 10. STATE WATER COMMISSION - RED RIVER WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. Excluding the funding provided for Red 
River water supply projects prior to the 2023-25 biennium, the state water commission 
may not approve state funding for the Red River water supply project in excess of a 
total of $953,000,000 without legislative approval. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth 
legislative assembly that of the $953,000,000, $175,000,000 is provided from the 
resources trust fund for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and 
ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 11. STATE WATER COMMISSION - MOUSE RIVER FLOOD 
CONTROL PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. Excluding the funding 
provided for Mouse River flood control projects prior to the 2023-25 biennium, the state 
water commission may not approve state funding for the Mouse River flood control 
project in excess of a total of $380,500,000 without legislative approval. It is the intent 
of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that of the $380,500,000, $76,100,000 is 
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provided from the resources trust fund for the period beginning with the effective date 
of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 12. SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE 
INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the sixty-ninth 
legislative assembly appropriate $40,000,000 from the resources trust fund for the 
southwest pipeline project for the biennium beginning July 1, 2025, and ending 
June 30, 2027.

SECTION 13. EXEMPTION - LINE ITEM TRANSFERS. The office of 
management and budget shall transfer up to $13,292,362 between the operating and 
capital assets line items in section 1 of this Act, during the period beginning with the 
effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025, as requested by the director of the 
department of water resources. The director of the department of water resources shall 
notify the legislative council of any transfers made pursuant to this section.

SECTION 14. EXEMPTION - GRANTS - APPLICATION - WATER-RELATED 
PROJECTS - CARRYOVER AUTHORITY. Section 54-44.1-11 does not apply to 
$405,000,000 for grants or water-related projects included in the capital assets, water 
supply - grants, rural water supply - grants, flood control projects, and general water - 
grants line items in section 1 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, sections 5 and 
6 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, section 9 of chapter 80 of the 2021 Session 
Laws, and subdivision 3 of section 1 of chapter 550 of the 2021 Special Session 
Session Laws. Any unexpended obligated and unobligated funds from these 
appropriations may be continued into the 2023-25 biennium. Any funds continued may 
be expended only for the purpose for which it was originally appropriated. The 
department of water resources may seek emergency commission and budget section 
approval under section 54-16-04.2 to increase carryover spending authority of funds 
appropriated in the 2021-23 biennium into the 2023-25 biennium.

SECTION 15. EMERGENCY. This Act is declared to be an emergency 
measure."

Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - Senate Action

Base
Budget

Senate
Changes

Senate
Version

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $2,927,459 $23,465,326
Operating expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 201,916,513 300,383,950
Water supply - Grants 125,000,000 158,000,000 283,000,000
Rural water supply - Grants 59,600,000 (19,600,000) 40,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 66,600,000 114,600,000
General water - Grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 1,000,000
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 1,000,000
Loan repayment 30,000,000 30,000,000

Total all funds $409,199,129 $455,729,215 $864,928,344
Less estimated income 409,199,129 455,729,215 864,928,344
General fund $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 3.00 93.00
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Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of Senate Changes

Adjusts 
Funding for 
Base Payroll 

Changes1

Adds Funding 
for Salary and 

Benefit 
Increases2

Adds FTE 
Positions3

Adds Funding 
for Other 

Operations 
and 

Compensation
4

Makes Other 
Base Budget 
Adjustments5

Adds One-
Time Funding6

Salaries and wages $148,098 $1,509,354 $703,398 $576,609 ($10,000)
Operating expenses 2,000 5,512,584 7,744,789 $2,853,145
Capital assets (7,740,789) 3,800,000
Water supply - Grants
Rural water supply - Grants
Flood control projects
General water - Grants 6,000
Basinwide plan implementation
Discretionary funding
Loan repayment 30,000,000

Total all funds $148,098 $1,509,354 $705,398 $6,089,193 $0 $36,653,145
Less estimated income 148,098 1,509,354 705,398 6,089,193 0 36,653,145
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 3.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Adjusts 
Funding for 

Water 
Projects7

Total Senate 
Changes

Salaries and wages $2,927,459
Operating expenses 16,112,518
Capital assets $205,857,302 201,916,513
Water supply - Grants 158,000,000 158,000,000
Rural water supply - Grants (19,600,000) (19,600,000)
Flood control projects 66,600,000 66,600,000
General water - Grants (2,233,275) (2,227,275)
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 1,000,000
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 1,000,000
Loan repayment 30,000,000

Total all funds $410,624,027 $455,729,215
Less estimated income 410,624,027 455,729,215
General fund $0 $0

FTE 0.00 3.00
_______________________

1 Funding is adjusted for base payroll changes, including the cost to continue 2021-23 biennium salary increases.

2 The following funding is added for 2023-25 biennium salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1, 2023, and 4 
percent on July 1, 2024, and increases in health insurance premiums from $1,429 to $1,648 per month:
 
 Federal Funds Other Funds Total
Salary increase $23,689 $1,025,704 $1,049,393
Health insurance increase 12,102 447,859 459,961
Total $35,791 $1,473,563 $1,509,354

3 The following FTE positions and funding of $2,000 for related travel expenses are added:
 
 FTE 

Positions
Other
Funds

Natural resources services 2.00 $505,772
Engineering and planning services 1.00 197,626
Total 3.00 $703,398

4 Funding for operations and salaries and wages is adjusted as follows:
 

Page No. 5 23.0274.01002 



 Salaries and 
Wages

Operating 
Expenses Total

Northwest area water supply temporary salaries $170,000 $170,000
Temporary employee benefits 61,609 61,609
Staff training and development $80,000 80,000
Information technology unification 4,082,784 4,082,784
Pushing remote sensors (PRESENS) installations 345,000 1,227,800 1,572,800
Groundwater modeling and hydrologic analysis software maintenance 22,000 22,000
RiskMAP (federal funds)                               100,000 100,000
Total $576,609 $5,512,584 $6,089,193

5 Funding is adjusted for other changes as follows:
 
 

Other Funds
Reduces funding for salaries and wages ($10,000)
Increases funding for operating expenses, 

including $5.9 million for professional fees and 
services

7,744,789

Reduces funding for capital assets (7,740,789)
Increases funding for general water grants 6,000
Total $0

6 One-time funding is added as follows:
 
 Other Funds
New FTE equipment $19,320
Information technology unification 1,532,980
Increased motor pool rates 118,180
Drilling supplies inflation 180,000
Navigability study 180,000
Airborne electromagnetic survey data collection 750,000
Ground water modeling and hyrdological analysis 

software
72,665

Agency relocation 200,000
Drilling rig replacement 1,800,000
Bowman radar system 1,800,000
Total $6,653,145

A section is also added to appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to repay loans issued by 
the Bank of North Dakota for the Western Area Water Supply Authority.

7 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows:
 
 

Total Funds
Increase funding for capital assets, including $47.8 

million from federal funds for the Northwest Area 
Water Supply Project and $100 million from a line 
of credit

$205,857,302

Increase funding for water supply grants 158,000,000
Decrease funding for rural water supply grants (19,600,000)
Increase funding for flood control projects 66,600,000
Decrease funding for general water grants (2,233,275)
Add one-time funding for basinwide plan 

implementation
1,000,000

Add one-time funding for discretionary water projects 1,000,000
Total $410,624,027
_________________________________

This amendment also adds sections to:
• Appropriate any additional funds in the resources trust fund to the Department of Water Resources for 

expenses of the department, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages.
• Appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to repay Bank of North Dakota loans for the 

Western Area Water Supply Authority.
• Provide that the discretionary funds line item may be used as necessary, except for salaries and wages.

Page No. 6 23.0274.01002 



• Provide that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan implementation is for a pilot project to provide grants for 
water conveyance, flood control, and other water projects.

• Identify $120 million of the amount appropriated in Section 1 is from the water projects stabilization fund.
• Provide for the Bank to extend a $100 million line of credit to the Department of Water Resources, of which 

$50 million may be used for the Northwest Area Water Supply Project and $50 million may be used for the 
Southwest Pipeline Project.

• Amend 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of Water Resources to use its discretionary funding as 
necessary, except for salaries and wages.

• Provide legislative intent for a total of $953 million for the Red River Water Supply Project, of which 
$175 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium.

• Provide legislative intent for a total of $380.5 million for the Mouse River flood control project, of which 
$76.1 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium.

• Provide legislative intent that the 69th Legislative Assembly appropriate $40 million for the Southwest Pipeline 
Project.

• Provide authority for the Department of Water Resources to transfer up to $13.3 million between the operating 
expenses and capital assets line items.

• Provide that any unexpended obligated and unobligated 2021-23 biennium appropriation authority for grants or 
water-related projects may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium.

• Declare the bill to be an emergency measure.
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#21150

23.0274.01002 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
the Senate Appropriations - Education and 
Environment Division Committee 

Fiscal No. 2 February 17, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 1, line 2, after "resources" insert"; to amend and reenact section 61-02-79 of the North 
Dakota Century Code and section 4 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, relating 
to a Bank of North Dakota line of credit and state water commission discretionary 
funding; to provide legislative intent; to provide an exemption; and to declare an 
emergency" 

Page 1, line 7, remove "for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30," 

Page 1, line 8, replace "2025" with "for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, 
and ending June 30, 2025" 

Page 1, replace lines 9 through 20 with: 

Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - grants 
Rural water supply - grants 
Flood control projects 
Discretionary funding 
General water - grants 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Total special funds 
Full-time equivalent positions 

Base Level 
$20,537,867 

43,366,550 
98,467,437 

125,000,000 
59,600,000 
48,000,000 

0 
14,227,275 

Q 
$409,199,129 

90.00 

Adjustments or 
Enhancements 

$2,927,459 
16,112,518 

201,916,513 
158,000,000 
(19,600,000) 

66,600,000 
1,000,000 

(2,227,275) 
1,000,000 

$425,729,215 
3.00 

Appropriation 
$23,465,326 

59,479,068 
300,383,950 
283,000,000 

40,000,000 
114,600,000 

1,000,000 
12,000,000 

1,000,000 
$834,928,344 

93.00" 

Page 1, line 21, after "FUNDING" insert"- EFFECT ON BASE BUDGET - REPORT TO 
SIXTY-NINTH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY" 

Page 1, line 22, after "biennium" insert "and the 2023-25 biennium one-time funding items 
included in the appropriation in section 1 of this Act" 

Page 1, remove line 24 

Page 2, replace lines 1 through 5 with: 

"Line of credit - Bank of North Dakota 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 
Equipment for new employees 
Information technology unification 
Increased motor pool rates 
Drilling supplies inflation 
Navigability study 
Airborne electromagnetic survey data collection 
Ground water modeling and hydrologic analysis software 
Potential agency relocation 
Radar system 

Page No. 1 

$50,000,000 
1,100,000 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

$100,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 

19,320 
1,532,980 

118,180 
180,000 
180,000 
750,000 

72,665 
200,000 

1,800,000 

23.027 4.01002 



Drilling rig replacement 
Northwest area water supply 
Discretionary water project funding 
Mouse River flood control project 
Water infrastructure projects 
Total special funds 

0 
0 

6,000,000 
74,500,000 
75,000,000 

$206,600,000 

1,800,000 
47,847,238 

0 
0 
Q 

$156,500,383 

The 2023-25 one-time funding amounts are not a part of the entity's base 
budget for the 2025-27 biennium. The department of water resources shall report to the 
appropriations committees of the sixty-ninth legislative assembly on the use of this 
one-time funding for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending 
June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 3. ADDITIONAL INCOME - APPROPRIATION. In addition to the 
amounts included in the estimated income line item in section 1 of this Act, any 
additional amounts in the resources trust fund that become available are appropriated 
to the department of water resources for the purpose of defraying the expenses of that 
agency, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages, for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION FUND 
- LOAN REPAYMENT- ONE-TIME FUNDING ITEM. There is appropriated out of any 
moneys in the water projects stabilization fund in the state treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $30,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to 
the department of water resources for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the 
Bank of North Dakota to the western area water supply authority for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. This funding is 
considered a one-time funding item. 

SECTION 5. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES DISCRETIONARY 
FUNDING. The discretionary funding appropriated to the department of water 
resources in section 1 of this Act may be used as necessary, except for salaries and 
wages, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 
2025. 

SECTION 6. PILOT PROJECT - BASINWIDE WATER PLAN 
IMPLEMENTATION - REPORT TO LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT. Of the $1,000,000 
in the basinwide plan implementation line item in section 1 of this Act, up to $1,000,000 
may be used to provide grants for the pilot project authorized in this section for the 
period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. These 
funds are not subject to state water commission cost-share policies. Water resource 
districts and joint water resource districts in a basin may develop a basinwide water 
plan identifying water conveyance, flood control, and other water projects to be 
undertaken in the basin, and may jointly apply to the state water commission for a 
grant of up to $1,000,000 for implementation of the plan. The state water commission 
may select a basinwide plan submitted under this section for funding and enter into one 
cooperative agreement with the water resource districts and joint water resource 
districts that submitted the plan. The cooperative agreement must include the amount 
of funding the state water commission will provide, a prohibition on using funds granted 
for implementation of the plan for planning or any purpose other than implementation of 
the basinwide plan, and the obligations of the state water commission and each water 
resource district and joint water resource district in implementing the basinwide plan. 
The agreement also must provide for monitoring and oversight of the basinwide plan's 

Page No. 2 23.0274.01002 



implementation. The department of water resources shall report to the legislative 
management on the results of this pilot project no later than August 1, 2024. 

SECTION 7. ESTIMATED INCOME - WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION 
FUND. The total special funds line item in section 1 of this Act includes $120,000,000 
from the water projects stabilization fund for water supply grants for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 61-02-79 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

61-02-79. Bank of North Dakota - Line of credit. 

The Bank of North Dakota shall extend a line of credit not to exceed #ftyone 
hundred million dollars at a rate of one and one half percent over the three month 
London interbank offered rate, but may not exceed three percent to the state water 
commissionthe prevailing interest rate charged to North Dakota government entities. 
The state water commissiondepartment of water resources shall repay the line of credit 
from funds available in the resources trust fund, water development trust fund, or other 
funds, as appropriated by the legislative assembly. The state water 
commissiondepartment of water resources may access the line of credit, as necessary, 
to provide funding as authorized by the legislative assemblyup to fifty million dollars for 
the northwest area water supply project and up to fifty million dollars for the southwest 
pipeline project during the biennium beginning July 1, 292-+2023, and ending June 30, 
~2025. 

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 4 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws 
is amended and reenacted as follows: 

SECTION 4. APPROPRIATION - RESOURCES TRUST FUND -
STATE WATER COMMISSION DISCRETIONARY FUNDING. There is 
appropriated out of any moneys in the resources trust fund in the state 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $6,000,000, or so much of 
the sum as may be necessary, to the state water commission for the 
purpose of providing discretionary funds for water project 
§fQRtsdepartment of water resources to be used as necessary except for 
salaries and wages, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending 
June 30, 2023. This funding is considered to be a one-time funding item. 

SECTION 10. STATE WATER COMMISSION - RED RIVER WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. Excluding the funding provided for Red 
River water supply projects prior to the 2023-25 biennium, the state water commission 
may not approve state funding for the Red River water supply project in excess of a 
total of $953,000,000 without legislative approval. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth 
legislative assembly that of the $953,000,000, $175,000,000 is provided from the 
resources trust fund for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and 
ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 11. STATE WATER COMMISSION - MOUSE RIVER FLOOD 
CONTROL PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. Excluding the funding 
provided for Mouse River flood control projects prior to the 2023-25 biennium, the state 
water commission may not approve state funding for the Mouse River flood control 
project in excess of a total of $380,500,000 without legislative approval. It is the intent 
of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that of the $380,500,000, $76,100,000 is 
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provided from the resources trust fund for the period beginning with the effective date 
of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 12. SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE 
INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the sixty-ninth 
legislative assembly appropriate $40,000,000 from the resources trust fund for the 
southwest pipeline project for the biennium beginning July 1, 2025, and ending 
June 30, 2027. 

SECTION 13. EXEMPTION - LINE ITEM TRANSFERS. The office of 
management and budget shall transfer up to $13,292,362 between the operating and 
capital assets line items in section 1 of this Act, during the period beginning with the 
effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025, as requested by the director of the 
department of water resources. The director of the department of water resources shall 
notify the legislative council of any transfers made pursuant to this section. 

SECTION 14. EXEMPTION - GRANTS -APPLICATION - WATER-RELATED 
PROJECTS - CARRYOVER AUTHORITY. Section 54-44.1-11 does not apply to 
$405,000,000 for grants or water-related projects included in the capital assets, water 
supply - grants, rural water supply - grants, flood control projects, and general water -
grants line items in section 1 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, sections 5 and 
6 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws, section 9 of chapter 80 of the 2021 Session 
Laws, and subdivision 3 of section 1 of chapter 550 of the 2021 Special Session 
Session Laws. Any unexpended obligated and unobligated funds from these 
appropriations may be continued into the 2023-25 biennium. Any funds continued may 
be expended only for the purpose for which it was originally appropriated. The 
department of water resources may seek emergency commission and budget section 
approval under section 54-16-04.2 to increase carryover spending authority of funds 
appropriated in the 2021-23 biennium into the 2023-25 biennium. 

SECTION 15. EMERGENCY. This Act is declared to be an emergency 
measure." 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - Senate Action 

Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply • Grants 
Rural water supply · Grants 
Flood control projects 
General water• Grants 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 
Loan repayment 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Base 
Budget 

$20,537,867 
43,366,550 
98,467,437 

125,000,000 
59,600,000 
48,000,000 
14,227,275 

$409,199,129 
409,199,129 

$0 

90.00 

Senate 
Changes 

$2,927,459 
16,112,518 

201,916,513 
158,000,000 
(19,600,000) 

66,600,000 
(2,227,275) 

1,000,000 
1,000,000 

30,000,000 

$455,729,215 
455,729,215 

$0 

3.00 

Senate 
Version 
$23,465,326 
59,479,068 

300,383,950 
283,000,000 
40,000,000 

114,600,000 
12,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 

30,000,000 

$864,928,344 
864,928,344 

$0 

93.00 
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Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of Senate Changes 

Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - Grants 
Rural water supply - Grants 
Flood control projects 
General water - Grants 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 
Loan repayment 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - Grants 
Rural water supply - Grants 
Flood control projects 
General water - Grants 
Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 
Loan repayment 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Adjusts 
Funding for 
Base Payroll 

Changes1 

$148,098 

$148,098 
148,098 

$0 

0.00 

Adjusts 
Funding for 

Water 
Projects1 

$205,857,302 
158,000,000 
(19,600,000) 

66,600,000 
(2,233,275) 

1,000,000 
1,000,000 

$410,624,027 
410,624,027 

$0 

0.00 

Adds Funding 
for Other 

Adds Funding Operations 
for Salary and and 

Benefit Adds FTE Compensation 
lncreases2 Positions~ ! 

$1,509,354 $703,398 $576,609 
2,000 5,512,584 

$1,509,354 $705,398 $6,089,193 
1,509,354 705,398 6,089,193 

$0 $0 $0 

0.00 3.00 0.00 

Total Senate 
Changes 
$2,927,459 
16,112,518 

201,916,513 
158,000,000 
(19,600,000) 

66,600,000 
(2,227,275) 

1,000,000 
1,000,000 

30,000,000 

$455,729,215 
455,729,215 

$0 

3.00 

Makes Other 
Base Budget Adds One-
Adjustments~ Time Funding~ 

($10,000) 
7,744,789 $2,853,145 

(7,740,789) 3,800,000 

6,000 

30,000,000 

$0 $36,653, 145 
0 36,653,145 

$0 $0 

0.00 0.00 

1 Funding is adjusted for base payroll changes, including the cost to continue 2021-23 biennium salary increases. 

2 The following funding is added for 2023-25 biennium salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1, 2023, and 4 
percent on July 1, 2024, and increases in health insurance premiums from $1,429 to $1,648 per month: 

Salary increase 
Health insurance increase 
Total 

Federal Funds 
$23,689 

12.102 
$35,791 

Other Funds 
$1,025,704 

447,859 
$1 ,473,563 

Total 
$1 ,049,393 

459.961 
$1,509,354 

3 The following FTE positions and funding of $2,000 for related travel expenses are added: 

Natural resources services 
Engineering and planning services 
Total 

FTE 
Positions 

2.00 
1.00 
3.00 

4 Funding for operations and salaries and wages is adjusted as follows: 
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Other 
Funds 

$505,772 
197,626 

$703,398 

23.0274.01002 



Northwest area water supply temporary salaries 
Temporary employee benefits 
Staff training and development 
Information technology unification 
Pushing remote sensors (PRESENS) installations 
Groundwater modeling and hydrologic analysis software maintenance 
RiskMAP (federal funds) 
Total 

5 Funding is adjusted for other changes as follows: 

Reduces funding for salaries and wages 
Increases funding for operating expenses, 

including $5.9 million for professional fees and 
services 

Reduces funding for capital assets 
Increases funding for general water grants 
Total 

6 One-time funding is added as follows: 

New FTE equipment 
Information technology unification 
Increased motor oool rates 
Drilling supplies inflation 
Navigability study 
Airborne electromagnetic survey data collection 
Ground water modeling and hyrdological analysis 

software 
Agency relocation 
Drilling rig replacement 
Bowman radar system 
Total 

Other Funds 
($10,000} 
7,744,789 

(7,740,789) 
6,000 

$0 

Other Funds 
$19,320 

1,532,980 
118.180 
180,000 
180,000 
750,000 

72,665 

200,000 
1,800,000 
1,800.000 

$6,653,145 

Salaries and 
Wages 

$170,000 
61,609 

345,000 

$576,609 

Operating 
Expenses 

$80,000 
4,082,784 
1,227,800 

22,000 
100.000 

$5,512,584 

Total 
$170,000 

61,609 
80,000 

4,082,784 
1,572,800 

22,000 
100,000 

$6,089,193 

A section is also added to appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to repay loans issued by 
the Bank of North Dakota for the Western Area Water Supply Authority. 

7 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows: 

Increase funding for capital assets, including $47.8 
million from federal funds for the Northwest Area 
Water Supply Project and $100 million from a line 
of credit 

Increase funding for water supply grants 
Decrease funding for rural water supply grants 
Increase funding for flood control projects 
Decrease funding for general water grants 
Add one-time funding for basinwide plan 

implementation 
Add one-time funding for discretionary water projects 
Total 

This amendment also adds sections to: 

Total Funds 
$205,857,302 

158,000,000 
(19,600,000) 

66,600,000 
(2,233,275) 

1,000,000 

1,000.000 
$410,624,027 

Appropriate any additional funds in the resources trust fund to the Department of Water Resources for 
expenses of the department, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages. 
Appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to repay Bank of North Dakota loans for the 
Western Area Water Supply Authority. 
Provide that the discretionary funds line item may be used as necessary, except for salaries and wages. 
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Provide that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan implementation is for a pilot project to provide grants for 
water conveyance, flood control, and other water projects. 
Identify $120 million of the amount appropriated in Section 1 is from the water projects stabilization fund. 
Provide for the Bank to extend a $100 million line of credit to the Department of Water Resources, of which 
$50 million may be used for the Northwest Area Water Supply Project and $50 million may be used for the 
Southwest Pipeline Project. 
Amend 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of Water Resources to use its discretionary funding as 
necessary, except for salaries and wages. 
Provide legislative intent for a total of $953 million for the Red River Water Supply Project, of which 
$175 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Provide legislative intent for a total of $380.5 million for the Mouse River flood control project, of which 
$76.1 million is provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Provide legislative intent that the 69th Legislative Assembly appropriate $40 million for the Southwest Pipeline 
Project. 
Provide authority for the Department of Water Resources to transfer up to $13.3 million between the operating 
expenses and capital assets line items. 
Provide that any unexpended obligated and unobligated 2021-23 biennium appropriation authority for grants or 
water-related projects may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Declare the bill to be an emergency measure. 
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Rural Water Supply DWR Project Summary 
December 2022 

System Project Approved Total Approved Total Payments Balance % of Balance North Central Carpio/Berthold Phase 2 4/1/2015 $258,691 so $258,691 0.69% All Seasons System 4 Connection to System 1 12/11/2015 $4,900,000 $71,215 $4,828,785 12.86% $5,087,476 13.55% North Central Mountrail Expansion Phase 2 8/23/2017 $2,919,153 $1,015,105 $1,904,048 5.07% North Central Mountrail Expansion Phase 3 8/23/2017 $3,384,126 $31,816 $3,352,310 8.93% $5,256,358 14.00% Tri-County System Expansion Project 8/9/2018 $28,929 $0 $28,929 0.08% $28,929 0.08% Dakota 2019 Expansion 4/9/2020 $2,053,156 $2,053,156 $0 0.00% 
East Central 2019 Expansion Phase IV 10/8/2020 $2,520,722 $2,000,484 $520,238 1.39% North Prairie Minot to Velva Highway 52 Improvement 10/8/2020 $609,148 $8,440 $600,708 1.60% $1,120,946 2.98% Walsh Drayton Water Supply Project - Phase 1 & 2 2/11/2021 $7,323,029 $3,839,694 $3,483,335 9.27% 
Southeast West System Supply Study 2/11/2021 $134,408 $113,716 $20,692 0.06% 
East Central Hatton Water Supply 4/8/2021 $75,000 $75,000 so 0.00% 
East Central Grandin Water Supply 6/8/2021 $185,953 $124,343 $61,610 0.16% 
Northeast Expansion - Adams/Walsh RWD 6/8/2021 $50,000 $50,000 $0 0.00% 
Barnes 2021 Storage Expansion 10/14/2021 $112,000 $112,000 $0 0.00% $3,565,637 9.49% 

Total Rural Water Carryover $24,554,315 $9,494,969 $15,059,346 40.10% $15,059,346 40.10% Northeast Expansion - Adams/Walsh RWD 6/8/2021 $160,000 $138,561 $21,439 0.06% 
Dakota 2019 Expansion 8/12/2021 $904,144 $9,126 $895,018 2.38% 
East Central Hatton Water Supply 8/12/2021 $1,058,276 $536,391 $521,885 1.39% 
Upper Souris 2021 Improvements and Expansion 8/12/2021 $S90,000 $154,020 $435,980 1.16% 
Barnes 2021 Storage Expansion 10/14/2021 $770,711 $647,280 $235,430 0.63% 
Agassiz 2022 Expansion Phase 2 10/14/2021 $332,500 $26,250 $306,250 0.82% 
Cass 2022 System Distribution Project 10/14/2021 $2,517,095 $203,472 $2,313,623 6.16% 
Mclean-Sheridan McClusky Wate r Tower Replacement 2/23/2022 $2,577,559 $687,622 $1,889,937 5.03% 
Mclean-Sheridan System Improvements Phase 2 2/23/2022 $5,490,186 $2,613,474 $2,876,712 7.66% 
Walsh Interconnect with NRWD 2/23/2022 $2,175,000 $142,208 $2,032,792 5.41% 
Dakota Service to Hannaford and WTP Expansion 4/12/2022 $575,075 $59,400 $515,675 1.37% 
East Central Grandin Water Supply 4/12/2022 $528,000 so $528,000 1.41% 
East Central WTP and Transmission Expansion 4/12/2022 $2,942,619 $1,086,432 $1,856,187 4.94% 
Walsh Drayton Water Supply Project 4/12/2022 $1,025,300 $0 $1,025,300 2.73% 
Central Plains Maddock WTP Feasibility Study 5/3/2022 $26,000 $0 $26,000 0.07% 
,:,.".., ....... 0 ... - ... -· -



Turtle Mtn. Rlgnway 4~ c-ol'r1aor tKpa11s1011 0/112022 SZ,600,000 Sl,256;308 $1,343,692 3.58, 

Missouri West South Mandan Expansion 8/11/2022 $81,000 $0 $81,000 0.22% 

North Prairie Minot to Velva Highway 52 Improvement 8/30/2022 $2,022,000 $0 $2,022,000 5.38% 

East Central Service to Galesburg 10/13/2022 $120,000 $0 $120,000 0.32% 

South Centra I Hawktree Tank 10/13/2022 $120,000 $0 $120,000 0 .32% 

Stutsman Well Field Expansion 10/13/2022 $250,000 $0 $250,000 0.67% 

All Seasons Rolla Area Booster 10/3/2022 $26,000 $0 $26,000 0.07% 

All Seasons System 4 Connection to System 1 12/9/2022 $2,180,000 $0 $2,180,000 5.80% 

McLean-Sheridan WTP Eiq~a nsion 12/9/ 2022 $350,603 $0 $350 603 0.93% $22,499,306 59.90% 

Total Rural Water 2021-2023 $30,012,068 $7,624,761 $22,499,306 59.90% $22,499,306 59.90% 

North Central Mountrail Expansion Phase II 8/23/2017 $62,475 $62,475 $0 

North Central Mountrail County Water Phase II 8/23/2017 $2,055 $2,055 $0 

Dakota 2019 Expansion 8/12/2021 $972,856 $972,856 $0 

East Central 2019 Expansion Phase IV 10/8/2020 $144,521 $144,521 $0 

North Prairie Minot to Velva Highway 52 Improvement 10/8/2020 $2,464,882 $2,464,882 $0 

East Central Grandin Water Supply 6/8/2021 $1,454,047 $1,454,047 $0 

East Central Hatton Water Supply 4/12/2022 $624,724 $624,724 $0 

Barnes 2021 Storage Expansion 10/14/2021 $1,491,689 $1,491,689 $0 

McLean-Sheridan McClusky Water Tower Replacement 2/23/2022 $467,441 $467,441 $0 

East Central WTP and Transmission Expansion 8/11/2022 $727,381 $727,381 $0 

McLean-Sheridan System Improvements Phase 2 2/23/2022 $1,667,714 $1,667,714 $0 

Cass 2022 System Distribution Project 6/7/2022 $148,90S $148,905 $0 

Cass ND Soybean Processors Facility & Pipeline 4/12/2022 $10,583,000 $158,970 $10,424,030 

Dakota Service to Hannaford and WTP Expansion 4/12/2022 $121,725 $121,725 $0 

McLean-Sheridan WTP Expansion 12/9/2022 $34,898 $34,898 $0 

S82345 (SFRF) $20,968,313 $10,544,283 $10,424,030 

Total Rural Water Supply $54,566,383 $17,119,730 $37,558,652 100.00% $37,558,652 100.00% 

Budget Approved Balance 

Other Rural Water $57,428,200 $30,012,068 $27,416,132 

Other Rural Water - Completed $2,171,800 $2,171,800 $0 

Budget Rural Water 2021-2023 $59,600,000 $32,183,868 $27,416,132 
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( ( ( 
Local Sponsor Project Name SWC 23-2S Grant Local Share Total Project Cost 

Agassiz Water Users District Reservoir 1 to 3 Transmission Expansion $2,150,550 $716,850 $2,867,400 
All Seasons Water Users District System 1 Expansion • Phase 2 $7,125,000 $2,375,000 $9,500,000 
Cass Rural Water District County Road 17 Improvements $891,675 $297,225 $1,188,900 
Cass Rura I Water District System Wide Improvements $1,575,000 $525,000 $2,100,000 
Central Plains Water District Connection to the city of Maddock $3,750,000 $1,250,000 $5,000,000 
East Central Regional Water District Individua l Service to Galesburg• $1,337,737 $445,913 $1,783,650 

East Central Regional Water District Hillsboro WTP Expansion $2,124,513 $708,171 $2,832,684 
East Central Regional Water District Wellfield, Transmission & User Expansion $5,954,906 $1,984,968 $7,939,874 

Greater Ramsey Water District North System Capacity Improvements $3,216,410 $1,072,137 $4,288,547 
Mclean-Sheridan Rural Water District Phase 2 WTP Construction $4,800,000 $1,600,000 $6,400,000 

Mclean-Sheridan Rural Water District Phase 3 Expansion $2,300,000 $800,000 $3,100,000 

Misse1:1ri \IJest Water s•,,tem Fert Aeraham LiReelR State Park lmpre11emeRts $744,QQQ $248,QQQ $99:!,QQQ 

~lerth Prairi@ RegieRal Water Dim,et Reser•eir ~ te Ma11TraRsmissieR biRe £1,9*3,QQQ $1i~9,QQQ $~,!i!i7,QQQ 

Northeast Regional Water District Bulk Cities to Individual Services $2,698,986 $899,662 $3,598,648 
Northeast Regional Water District WTP and Wellfield Expansion $4,500,000 $1,500,000 $6,000,000 
Northeast, Walsh, Agassiz, Tri-County, & 
East Central RWDs Northeast North Dakota Long-Term Groundwater Supply $6,255,647 $2,085,215 $8,340,862 

Rolette County• Turtle Mountain Highway 43 Reservoir & Pump Station Improvements $3,000,000 $2,000,000 $5,000,000 

Rolette County · Turtle Mountain Three Mile Road Rural Water Main Replacement $1,125,000 $875,000 $2,000,000 

Rolette County• Turtle Mountain Highway 3 and BIA 8 Water Main Replacement $4,822,500 $3,607,500 $8,430,000 

South Central Regional Water District Service to the city of Ashley $6,655,440 $2,218,480 $8,873,920 

Southeast Water Users District West System Water Treatment Plant Improvements $10,350,000 $3,450,000 $13,800,000 

Stutsman Rural Water District Raw Water Facilities Improvement• $3,203,250 $1,067,750 $4,271,000 

Stutsman Rural Water District Service to the city of Streeter $582,000 $194,000 $776,000 

Tri-County Water District Phase 6 Expansion $1,350,000 $450,000 $1,800,000 

Tri-County Water District Phase 7 Expansion • McVille Area $2,464,500 $821,500 $3,286,000 
Upper Souris Rural Water District Improvements & Expansion - Phase 2 $3,750,000 $1,250,000 $5,000,000 

Totals: $85,983,114 $33,081,371 $121,726,485 

*Might be funded using 21-23 funds. 
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January 11, 2023 

Department 770 - Department of Water Resources 
Senate Bill No. 2020 
 
 

Executive Budget Comparison to Base Level 
 General Fund  Other Funds Total 
2023-25 Executive Budget $0 $694,918,565 $694,918,565 
2023-25 Base Level 0 409,199,129 409,199,129 
Increase (Decrease) $0 $285,719,436 $285,719,436 

 
Selected Budget Changes Recommended in the Executive Budget 

  General Fund  Other Funds  Total 
1. Adds funding for pushing remote sensors (PRESENS) 

installations 
$0  $1,572,800  $1,572,800 

2. Adds funding for IT unification, including $1,532,980 of one-time 
funding 

$0  $5,615,764  $5,615,764 

3. Adds one-time funding for flood control projects to provide a total 
of $115 million 

$0  $67,000,000  $67,000,000 

4. Adds one-time funding for water supply grants to provide a total 
of $270 million 

$0  $120,400,000  $120,400,000 

5. Adds one-time funding for capital improvements to provide a 
total of $172.4 million 

$0  $77,869,696  $77,869,696 

6. Adds one-time funding for discretionary water projects $0  $5,000,000  $5,000,000 
 
A summary of the executive budget changes to the agency's base level appropriations is attached as an appendix. 
 
A copy of the draft appropriations bill containing the executive budget recommendations is attached as an appendix. 
 

Selected Bill Sections Recommended in the Executive Budget 
Additional income - Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources trust fund available to the Department 
of Water Resources during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Exemption - Water-related projects - Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium appropriation authority 
for grants or water-related projects may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Loan repayment - Appropriation - Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to the 
Department of Water Resources to repay Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply Authority.  This amount 
is not included in the executive budget appropriation. 

Discretionary funding - Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants line item in Section 1 is for providing 
discretionary funds for water projects and capital assets. 

Line item transfers - Section 7 would provide authority for the director of the Department of Water Resources to transfer funding 
between line items. 
 

Continuing Appropriations 
There are no continuing appropriations for this agency. 
 

Deficiency Appropriations 
There are no deficiency appropriations for this agency. 
 

Significant Audit Findings 
The State Auditor reported the Department of Water Resources did not properly account for the sale of land, making their 
expenditures and other financing sources understated by $461,500. 
 

Major Related Legislation 
Senate Bill No. 2036 - Provides for a uniform assessment procedure for all water projects by addressing conflicts and 
redundancies throughout Title 61. 

Senate Bill No. 2037 - Provides for a cost-benefit analysis for assessment projects costing $1 million or more. 
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Historical Appropriations Information 
 

Agency Appropriations and FTE Positions 
 
Agency Funding (Millions) FTE Positions 

  
 

Ongoing Other Funds Appropriations 
 

2015-17 2017-19 2019-21 2021-23  

2023-25 
Executive 

Budget 
Ongoing other funds appropriations $868,935,836 $647,173,475 $867,254,091 $409,199,129 $417,995,724 
Increase (decrease) from previous 
biennium 

N/A ($221,762,361) $220,080,616 ($458,054,962) $8,796,595 

Percentage increase (decrease) from 
previous biennium 

N/A (25.5%) 34.0% (52.8%) 2.1% 

Cumulative percentage increase 
(decrease) from 2015-17 biennium 

N/A (25.5%) (0.2%) (52.9%) (51.9%) 

 
Major Increases (Decreases) in Ongoing Other Funds Appropriations 

2017-19 Biennium  
1. Removed 4 FTE positions and related funding ($753,720) 
2. Increased funding for Bank of North Dakota loan payments relating to State Water Commission 

outstanding bonds refinanced through the Bank during the 2015-17 biennium to provide $7.5 million 
per biennium 

$3,693,997 

3. Adjusted funding for operating expenses and water projects ($225,437,836) 
2019-21 Biennium  

1. Removed 4 FTE unspecified positions and related funding ($693,912) 
2. Added 1 FTE risk mapping position from federal funds $174,126 
3. Adjusted funding available for project carryover to provide a total of $308,333,818 $33,465,921 
4. Adjusted funding for capital assets, which includes state-owned projects, to provide a total of 

$105,938,758 in ongoing funding 
($18,880,684) 

5. Removed funding in the new projects line item, to provide funding for new projects in multiple line 
items 

($169,782,147) 

6. Added funding for water supply projects $128,000,000 
7. Added funding for rural water supply projects $37,200,000 
8. Added funding for the Fargo area flood control project, including the FM Area Diversion Project $66,500,000 
9. Added funding for the Mouse River flood control project $82,500,000 

10. Added funding for other flood control projects $48,000,000 
11. Added funding for general water projects $27,093,776 

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$722.17

$968.15

$615.80
$694.92

$0.00

$200.00

$400.00

$600.00

$800.00

$1,000.00

$1,200.00

2017-19 2019-21 2021-23 2023-25
Executive

Budget
General Fund Other Funds

93.00

90.00 90.00

93.00

88.50
89.00
89.50
90.00
90.50
91.00
91.50
92.00
92.50
93.00
93.50

2017-19 2019-21 2021-23 2023-25
Executive

Budget

-

- -
>---- >-

>---- >-

>---- >-
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12. Adjusted funding for operating expenses to include a reduction to ongoing operating expenses 
($14,257,138), and additional funding for Microsoft Office 365 licensing expenses ($68,200) 

($14,188,938) 

2021-23 Biennium   
1. Removed 1 FTE risk mapping position and related federal funds ($183,884) 
2. Added 1 FTE regulatory position and related funding $211,596 
3. Removed funding for carryover projects ($308,333,818) 
4. Reduced funding available for water supply grants ($3,000,000) 
5. Increased funding available for rural water supply grants $22,400,000 
6. Removed funding for Fargo area flood control ($66,500,000) 
7. Removed funding for Mouse River flood control ($82,500,000) 
8. Reduced funding available for general water grants ($12,866,501) 
9. Increased funding for professional services $1,713,735 

10. Removed base level funding for Bank of North Dakota debt payment ($7,236,750) 
2023-25 Biennium (Executive Budget Recommendation)  

1. Adds 3 FTE positions, including 2 FTE natural resources services II positions and 1 FTE engineering 
and planning services IV position 

$703,398 

2. Adds funding for IT unification $4,082,784 
3. Adds funding for PRESENS installations $1,572,800 

 
One-Time Other Funds Appropriations 

 

2015-17 2017-19 2019-21 2021-23  

2023-25 
Executive 

Budget 
One-time other funds appropriations $290,000,000 $75,000,000 $100,900,000 $206,600,000 $276,922,841 

 
Major One-Time Other Funds Appropriations 

2017-19 Biennium  
1. Added funding from a Bank of North Dakota line of credit $75,000,000 

2019-21 Biennium  
1. Added funding from a Bank of North Dakota line of credit $75,000,000 
2. Added funding to pay an outstanding loan from the Bank $25,900,000 

2021-23 Biennium   
1. Added funding from a Bank of North Dakota line of credit for the Northwest Area Water Supply 

Project 
$50,000,000 

2. Added funding from the bond proceeds for the Mouse River flood control project $74,500,000 
3. Added funding from the federal State Fiscal Recovery Fund for water infrastructure projects $75,000,000 

2023-25 Biennium (Executive Budget Recommendation)  
1. Adds funding for IT unification $1,532,980 
2. Increases funding for flood control projects to provide a total of $115 million $67,000,000 
3. Increases funding for water supply grants to provide a total of $270 million  $120,400,000 
4. Increases funding for capital improvements to provide a total of $172.4 million $77,869,696 
5. Adds funding for discretionary water projects $5,000,000 

 
 



Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770
Senate Bill No. 2020
Base Level Funding Changes

FTE
Positions

General
Fund

Other
Funds Total

2023-25 Biennium Base Level 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129

2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes
Base payroll changes $148,098 $148,098
Salary increase 1,404,288 1,404,288
Health insurance increase 449,618 449,618
Adds FTE positions 3.00 703,398 703,398
Adds funding for travel costs for new FTE
     positions

2,000 2,000

Adds a temporary employee for the Northwest
     Area Water Supply Project

170,000 170,000

Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at the
     same level as an FTE position

61,609 61,609

Adds funding for staff training and professional
     development

80,000 80,000

Adds funding for IT unification 4,082,784 4,082,784
Adds funding for PRESENS installations 1,572,800 1,572,800
Adds funding for maintenance of ground water
     modeling and related hydrologic analysis
     software

22,000 22,000

Adds funding from federal funds for RiskMAP 100,000 100,000
Adjusts funding among line items, including an
     increase of $5.9 million in professional fees
     and services, a $1.8 million increase in other
     operating expenses, and a $7.7 million
     decrease in capital assets

0

Adjusts funding for the Northwest Area Water
     Supply (NAWS), including a $5.16 million
     reduction in federal funds and a corresponding
     increase in other funds

0

Transfers $24.6 million from the rural water supply
     grants line item to the water supply grants line
     item

0

Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 $0 $8,796,595 $8,796,595

One-time funding items
Adds one-time funding for new FTE positions
     equipment

$19,320 $19,320

Adds one-time funding for IT unification 1,532,980 1,532,980
Adds one-time funding for increased motor pool
     rates

118,180 118,180

Adds one-time funding for drilling supplies inflation 180,000 180,000
Adds one-time funding for a navigability study 180,000 180,000
Adds one-time funding for airborne
     electromagnetic survey (AEM) data collection

750,000 750,000

Adds one-time funding for ground water modeling
     and related hydrologic analysis software

72,665 72,665

Adds one-time funding for the potential relocation
     of the agency

200,000 200,000

Adds one-time funding for the Bowman radar
     system

1,800,000 1,800,000

Executive Budget Recommendation



Adds one-time funding to replace the drilling rig 1,800,000 1,800,000
Adds one-time funding for flood control projects 67,000,000 67,000,000
Adds one-time funding for water supply grants 120,400,000 120,400,000
Adds one-time funding for capital improvements 77,869,696 77,869,696
Adds one-time funding for discretionary water
     project grants

5,000,000 5,000,000

Total one-time funding changes 0.00 $0 $276,922,841 $276,922,841

Total Changes to Base Level Funding 3.00 $0 $285,719,436 $285,719,436

2023-25 Total Funding 93.00 $0 $694,918,565 $694,918,565
Federal funds included in other funds $36,053,261

Total ongoing changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 2.1% 2.1%
Total changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 69.8% 69.8%

Other Sections in Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770

Additional income

Exemption - Water-related projects

Loan repayment - Appropriation

Discretionary funding

Line item transfers Section 7 would provide authority for the director of the Department
of Water Resources to transfer funding between line items.

Executive Budget Recommendation

Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources
trust fund available to the Department of Water Resources during
the 2023-25 biennium.

Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants
line item in Section 1 is for providing discretionary funds for water
projects and capital assets.

Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay
Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply
Authority. This amount is not included in the executive budget
appropriation.

Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium.



Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 
 

SENATE BILL NO. 2020 
(Governor’s Recommendation) 

 
Introduced by 
 

Appropriations Committee 
 
(At the request of the Governor) 

 
A bill for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the department of water resources; to 
provide for a transfer; and to provide an exemption. 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 
 

SECTION 1. APPROPRIATION. The funds provided in this section, or so much of the funds as may be 
necessary, are appropriated from special funds derived from federal funds and other income, to the department 
of water resources for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the department of water resources, for the 
biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025, as follows: 

 
  

Base Level 
Adjustments or 
Enhancements 

 
Appropriation 

Salaries And Wages $   20,537,867 $        3,272,011 $   23,809,878 
Operating Expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068 
Capital Assets 98,467,437 73,928,907 172,396,344 
Project Carryover 0 0 0 
Water Supply - Grants 125,000,000 145,000,000 270,000,000 
Rural Water Supply - Grants 59,600,000 (24,600,000) 35,000,000 
Fargo Area Flood Control (Including the 
Fargo Moorhead Diversion) 0 0 0 
Mouse River Flood Control 0 0 0 
Flood Control Projects (Other Than Fargo 
Area Flood Control Including the Fargo 
Moorhead Diversion) 48,000,000 67,000,000 115,000,000 
General Water - Grants 14,227,275 6,000 14,233,275 
Discretionary Fund for Water Projects                   0      5,000,000   5,000,000 
Total Special Funds $409,199,129 $285,719,436 $694,918,565 
Full-Time Equivalent Positions 90.00 3.00 93.00 

 
SECTION 2. ONE-TIME FUNDING. The following amounts reflect the one-time funding items approved 

by the sixty-seventh legislative assembly for the 2021-23 biennium and the 2023-25 one-time funding items 
included in the grand total appropriation in section 1 of this Act: 
 
One-Time Funding Description 2021-23              2023-25 
Line Of Credit – Bank of North Dakota $ 50,000,000 $                 0 
Basinwide Plan Implementation 1,100,000 0 
Discretionary Fund 6,000,000 5,000,000 
Mouse River Flood Control 74,500,000 0 
Water Infrastructure Projects 75,000,000 265,269,696 
Information Technology Costs 0 1,605,645 
Equipment 0 3,600,000 
Airborne Electromagnetic Survey 0 750,000 
Navigability Study 0 180,000 
Inflationary Increases                   0        298,180 
Total Special Funds $206,600,000 $276,703,521 

 



SECTION 3. ADDITIONAL INCOME - APPROPRIATION. In addition to the amounts included in the 
estimated income line item in section 1 of this Act, any additional amounts in the resources trust fund that become 
available are appropriated to the department of water resources for the purpose of defraying the expenses of that 
agency, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. 

 
SECTION 4. EXEMPTION - GRANTS - APPLICATION - WATER-RELATED PROJECTS - 

CARRYOVER AUTHORITY. Section 54-44.1-11 does not apply to funding for grants or water-related projects 
included in the capital assets, water supply – grants, rural water supply – grants, flood control projects, and 
general water – grants line items in section 1 of chapter 20 of the 2021 Session Laws and section 9 of Chapter 
80 of the 2021 Session Laws. Any unspent funds from these appropriations may be continued into the 2023-25 
biennium. Any funds continued may be expended only for the purpose for which it was originally appropriated. 
The department of water resources may seek emergency commission and budget section approval under section 
54-16-04.2 to increase carryover spending authority of funds appropriated in the 2021-23 biennium into the 2023-
25 biennium.   

 
SECTION 5. APPRORPIATION - RESOURCES TRUST FUND - LOAN REPAYMENT. There is 

appropriated out of any moneys in the water project stabilization fund in the state treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, the sum of $30,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to the department of water 
resources for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the Bank of North Dakota to the western area water 
supply authority.  

 
SECTION 6. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES DISCRETIONARY FUNDING. The 

discretionary fund appropriated to the department of water resources in section 1 of this Act may be used for the 
purpose of providing discretionary funds for water project grants and capital assets, for the biennium beginning 
July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025.  
 

SECTION 7. LINE ITEM TRANSFERS. The director of the department of water resources may transfer 
between the salaries and wages, operating, capital assets, water supply – grants, rural water supply – grants, 
flood control projects and general water – grants line items in Section 1 of this Act when it is cost-effective for 
construction of water projects. The director of the department of water resources shall notify the office of 
management and budget of any transfers made pursuant to this section. 

 
 



#21264( ( ( u~~ 

Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 
Senate Bill No. 2020 
Base Level Funding Changes 

Executive Budget Recommendation Senate Version Senate Changes to Executive Budget 

FTE General Other FTE General Other FTE 
Increase (Decrease) - Executive Budget 

General Other 
Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total 

2023-25 Biennium Base Level 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 0.00 $0 $0 $0 

2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes 

Base payroll changes $148,098 $148,098 $148,098 $148,098 $0 
Salary increase 1,404,288 1,404,288 1,049,393 1,049,393 (354,895) (354,895) 
Health insurance increase 449,618 449,618 459,961 459,961 10,343 10,343 
Adds FTE positions 3.00 703,398 703,398 0 (3.00) (703,398) (703,398) 
Adds funding for travel costs for new FTE 2,000 2,000 0 (2,000) (2,000) 

positions 
Adds a temporary employee for the Northwest 170,000 170,000 0 (170,000) (1 70,000) 

Area Water Supply Project 
Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at 61,609 61,609 0 (61,609) (61 ,609) 

the same level as an FTE position 

Adds funding for staff training and professional 80,000 80,000 0 (80,000) (80,000) 
development 

Adds funding for IT unification 4,082,784 4,082,784 0 (4,082,784) (4,082,784) 
Adds funding for PRESENS Installations 1,572,800 1,572,800 0 (1 ,572,800) (1,572,800) 
Adds funding for maintenance of ground water 22,000 22,000 0 (22,000) (22,000) 

modeling and related hydrologic analysis 
software 

Adds funding from federal funds for RiskMAP 100,000 100,000 0 (100,000) (100,000) 
Adjusts funding among line items, including an 0 0 0 

increase of $5.9 million in professional fees 
and services, a $1.8 million increase in other 
operating expenses, and a $7.7 million 
decrease in capital assets 

Adjusts funding for the Northwest Area Water 0 0 0 
Supply (NAWS), including a $5.16 million 
reduction in federal funds and a corresponding 
increase in other funds 

Transfers $24.6 million from the rural water 0 0 0 
supply grants line item to the water supply 
grants line item 

Reduces funding for rural water supply grants 0 (19,600,000) (19,600,000) (19,600,000) {19,600,000) 
Reduces funding for general water grants 0 (2,227,275) (2,227,275) (2,227,275) (2,227,275) 
Adds funding for water supply grants 0 158,000,000 158,000,000 158,000,000 158,000,000 
Adds funding for flood control projects 0 66,600,000 66,600,000 66,600,000 66,600,000 
Adds funding for capital assets 0 19,532,563 19,532,563 19,532,563 1g,532,563 
Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 $0 $8,796,595 $8,796,595 0.00 $0 $223,962,740 $223,962,740 (3.00) $0 $215,166,145 $215,166,145 

One-Time Funding Items 

Adds funding for new FTE positions equipment $19,320 $19,320 $0 ($19,320) ($19,320) 
Adds funding for IT unification 1,532,980 1,532,980 0 (1 ,532,980) (1 ,532,980) 
Adds funding for increased motor pool rates 118,180 118,180 0 (118,180) (118,180) 
Adds funding for drilling supplies inflation 180,000 180,000 0 (180,000) (180,000) 
Adds funding for a navigability study 180,000 180,000 0 (180,000) (180,000) 
Adds funding for airborne electromagnetic 750,000 750,000 0 (750,000) (750,000) 

survey (AEM) data collection 



Adds funding for ground water modeling and 72,665 72,665 
related hydrologic analysis software 

Adds funding for the potential relocation of 200,000 200,000 
the agency 

Adds funding for the Bowman radar system 1,800,000 1,800,000 
Adds one-time funding to replace the drilling rig 1,800,000 1,800,000 
Adds one-time funding for flood control projects 67,000,000 67,000,000 
Adds one-time funding for water supply grants 120,400,000 120,400,000 
Adds one-time funding for capital improvements 77,869,696 77,869,696 
Adds one-time funding for discretionary funds 5,000,000 5,000,000 
Adds funding for basinwide plan implementation 0 
Adds funding from a line of credit 0 
Total one-time funding changes 0.00 $0 $276,922,841 $276,922,841 

Total Changes to Base Level Funding 3.00 $0 $285,719,436 $285,719,436 

2023-25 Total Funding 93.00 $0 $694,918,565 $694,918,565 

F ederal funds included in other funds $36,053,261 

Total ongoing changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 2.1% 2.1% 
Total changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 69.8% 69.8% 

Other Sections in Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 

Additional income 

Loan repayment - Appropriation 

Discretionary funding 

Basinwide water plan implementation 

Line of credit 

2021-23 biennium discretionary funding 

Red River water supply 

Mouse River flood control 

Line item transfers 

Exemption - Water-related projects 

Emergency 

) 

Executive Budget Recommendation 

Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources 
trust fund available to the Department of Water Resources during 
the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority. 

Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants 
line item in Section 1 is for providing discretionary funds for water 
projects and capital assets. 

Section 7 would provide authority for the director of the Department 
of Water Resources to transfer funding between line items. 

Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium 
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be 
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

) 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1,000,000 1,000,000 
1,000,000 1,000,000 

0 
0.00 $0 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 

0.00 $0 $225,962,740 $225,962,740 

90.00 $0 $635,161,869 $635,161,869 
$41, 106,023 

0.0% 54.7% 54.7% 
0.0% 55.2% 55.2% 

Senate Version 

Section 3 appropriates any additional funds in the resources trust 
fund available to the Department of Water Resources during the 
2023-25 biennium, subject to Budget Section approval. 

Section 4 appropriates $30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority. 

Section 5 provides that the discretionary water project grants line 
item in Section 1 may be used as necessary, except for salaries 
and wages. 

Section 6 provides that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan 
implementation is for a pilot project to provide grants for water 
conveyance, flood control, and other water projects. 
Section 7 provides for the Bank of North Dakota to extend a $100 
million line of credit to the Department of Water Resources, of 
which $50 million may be used for NAWS and $50 million may be 
used for SWPP. 
Section 8 amends 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of 
Water Resources to use its discretionary funding as necessary, 
except for salaries and wages. 
Section 9 provides legislative intent for a total of $939.1 million for 
the Red River water supply project, of which $175 million is 
provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Section 10 provides legislative intent for a total of $380.5 million for 
the Mouse River flood control project, of which $76.1 million is 
provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Section 11 provides authority for the director of the Department of 
Water Resources to transfer up to $5 million between the operating 
and capital assets line items. 

Section 12 provides that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium 
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be 
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 13 declares the bill to be an emergency measure. 

) 

(72,665) (72,665) 

(200,000) (200,000) 

(1,800,000) (1,800,000) 
(1,800,000) (1,800,000) 

(67,000,000) (67,000,000) 
(120,400,000) (120,400,000) 
(77,869,696) (77,869,696) 
(4,000,000) (4,000,000) 
1,000,000 1,000,000 

0 
0.00 $0 ($274,922,841) ($274,922,841) 

(3.00) $0 ($59,756,696) ($59,756,696) 

(3.00) $0 ($59,756,696) ($59,756,696) 
$5,052,762 



#21265

( ( it /~(,a 
Depa i , .. ent of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 
Senate Bill No. 2020 
Base Level Funding Changes 

Executive Bud9et Recommendation Senate Vers ion Senate Chan9es to Executive Bud9et 
Increase (Decrease) • Executive Bud9et FTE General Other FTE General Other FTE General Other Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total 2023-25 Biennium Base Level 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 0.00 $0 $0 $0 2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes 

Base payroll changes $148,098 $148,098 $148,098 $148,098 $0 Salary increase 1,404,288 1,404,288 1,049,393 1,049,393 (354,895) (354,895) Health insurance increase 449,618 449,618 459,961 459,961 10,343 10,343 Adds FTE positions 3.00 703,398 703,398 0 (3.00) (703,398) (703,398) Adds funding for travel costs for new FTE 2,000 2,000 0 {2,000) (2,000) positions 
Adds a temporary employee for the Northwest 170,000 170,000 170,000 170,000 0 Area Water Supply Project 
Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at 61,609 61 ,609 61,609 61,609 0 the same level as an FTE position 

Adds funding for staff training and professional 80,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 0 development 
Adds funding for IT unification 4,082,784 4,082,784 4,082,784 4,082,784 0 Adds funding for PRESENS installations 1,572,800 1,572,800 1,572,800 1,572,800 0 Adds funding for maintenance of ground water 22,000 22,000 22,000 22,000 0 modeling and related hydrologic analysis 

software 
Adds funding from federal funds for RiskMAP 100,000 100,000 100,000 100,000 0 Adjusts funding among line items, including an 0 0 0 increase of $5.9 million in professional fees 

and services, a $1 .8 million increase in other 
operating expenses, and a $7. 7 million 
decrease in capital assets 

Reduces funding for rural water supply grants 0 (19,600,000) (19,600,000) (19,600,000) (19,600,000) Reduces funding for general water grants 0 (2,233,275) (2,233,275) {2,233,275) (2,233,275) Adds funding for water supply grants 0 158,000,000 158,000,000 158,000,000 158,000,000 Adds funding for flood control projects 0 66,600,000 66,600,000 66,600,000 66,600,000 Adds funding for capital assets 0 23,473,352 23,473,352 23,473,352 23,473,352 Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 $0 $8,796,595 $8,796,595 0.00 $0 $233,986,722 $233,986,722 (3.00) $0 $225,190,127 $225,190,127 One-Time Funding Items 
Adds funding for new FTE positions equipment $19,320 $19,320 $0 ($19,320) ($19,320) Adds funding for IT unification 1,532,980 1,532,980 1,532,980 1,532,980 0 Adds funding for increased motor pool rates 118,180 118,180 118,180 118,180 0 Adds funding for drilling supplies inflation 180,000 180,000 180,000 180,000 0 Adds funding for a navigability study 180,000 180,000 180,000 180,000 0 Adds funding for airborne electromagnetic 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 0 survey (AEM) data collection 
Adds funding for ground water modeling and 72,665 72,665 72,665 72,665 0 related hydrologic analysis software 
Adds funding for the potential relocation of 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 0 the agency 
Adds funding for the Bowman radar system 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 0 Adds one-time funding to replace the drilling rig 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 1,800,000 0 Adds one-time funding for flood control projects 67,000,000 67,000,000 0 (67,000,000) (67,000,000) Adds one-time funding for water supply grants 120,400,000 120,400,000 0 (120,400,000) (120,400,000) 
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Adds one-time funding for capital improvements 
Adds one-time funding for discretionary funds 
Adds funding for basinwide plan implementation 
Adds funding from a line of credit 
Adds federal funds for NAWS 
Total one-time funding changes 

Total Changes to Base Level Funding 

2023-25 Total Funding 
Federal funds included in other funds 

0.00 $0 

3.00 $0 

93.00 $0 

77,86g,696 
5,000,000 

$276,922,841 

$285,719,436 

$694,918,565 
$36,053,261 

77,869,696 
5,000,000 

0 
0 
0 

$276,922,841 

$285,719,436 

$694,918,565 

Total ongoing changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 2.1% 
69.8% 

2.1% 
Total changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 69.8% 

Other Sections in Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 

Additional income 

Loan repayment - Appropriation 

Discretionary funding 

Basinwide water plan implementation 

Water projects stabilization fund 

Line of credit 

2021-23 biennium discretionary funding 

Red River water supply 

Mouse River flood control 

Southwest pipeline project 

Line item transfers 

Exemption - Water-related projects 

Emergency 

Executive Budget Recommendation 

Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources 
trust fund available to the Department of Water Resources during 
the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority. 
Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants 
line item in Section 1 is for providing discretionary funds for water 
projects and capital assets. 

Section 7 would provide authority for the director of the Department 
of Water Resources to transfer funding between line items. 

Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium 
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be 
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

) 

0 
1,000,000 1,000,000 
1,000,000 1,000,000 

100,000,000 100,000,000 
47,847,238 47,847,238 

0.00 $0 $156,481 ,063 $156,481 ,063 

0.00 $0 $390,467,785 $390,467,785 

90.00 $0 $799,666,914 $799,666,914 
$89,053,261 

0.0% 57.2% 57.2% 
0.0% 95.4% 95.4% 

Senate Version 

Section 3 appropriates any additional funds available in the 
resources trust fund to the Department of Water Resources for the 
2023-25 biennium for expenses of the department, excluding 
operating expenses and salaries and wages. 
Section 4 appropriates $30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority. 
Section 5 provides that the discretionary water project grants line 
item in Section 1 may be used as necessary, except for salaries and 
wages. 
Section 6 provides that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan 
implementation is for a pilot project to provide grants for water 
conveyance, flood control, and other water projects. 
Section 7 identifies $120 million of the amount appropriated in 
section 1 is from the water projects stabilization fund. 
Section 8 provides for the Bank of North Dakota to extend a $100 
million line of credit to the Department of Water Resources, of which 
$50 million may be used for NAWS and $50 million may be used for 
SWPP. 
Section 9 amends 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of 
Water Resources to use its discretionary funding as necessary, 
except for salaries and wages. 
Section 1 O provides legislative intent for a total of $953 million for 
the Red River water supply project, of which S175 million is provided 
during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Section 11 provides legislative intent for a total of $380.5 million for 
the Mouse River flood control project, of which $76.1 million is 
provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Section 12 provides legislative intent that the 69th Legislative 
Assembly appropriate $40 million for the southwest pipeline project. 
Section 13 provides authority for the director of the Department of 
Water Resources to transfer a sum equal to up to 5 percent of the 
total amount appropriated in the capital assets line item between the 
operating expenses and capital assets line items. 
Section 14 provides that any unexpended obligated 2021-23 
biennium appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects 
may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Section 15 declares the bill to be an emergency measure. 

) 

(77,869,696) (77,869,696) 
(4,000,000) (4,000,000) 
1,000,000 1,000,000 

100,000,000 100,000,000 
47,847,238 47,847,238 

0.00 $0 ($120,441,778) ($120,441,778) 

(3.00) $0 $104,748,349 $104,748,349 

(3.00) so $104,748,349 $104,748,349 
$53,000,000 

2/16/2023 
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Testimony 
Senate Bill 2020—Department of Water Resources 

House Appropriations Committee 
Representative Don Vigesaa, Chairman  

March 2, 2023 

Good afternoon, Chairman Vigesaa, and members of the House Appropriations 

Committee, I am Andrea Travnicek, Director of the North Dakota Department of 

Water Resources.  As the director, I serve as head of the Department of Water 

Resources and Secretary to the State Water Commission. 

1. Cite the North Dakota Century Code chapter(s) associated with the agency and

list its major statutory responsibilities.

The statutory authorities of the Department of Water Resources (DWR), and State 

Water Commission (SWC) are provided in North Dakota Century Code Title 61.  The 

67th Legislative Assembly passed HB 1353 which combined the SWC agency and 

the Office of the State Engineer into the DWR (or Department).  The DWR is now a 

Cabinet agency that reports directly to the Governor. DWR serves as the primary 

funding entity for critical water infrastructure; appropriates the state’s water 

resources; and is responsible for other water-related regulatory and management 

functions that ensure public safety and support the long-term sustainability and 

beneficial use of North Dakota’s water resources. The overall mission of DWR is to 

responsibly manage North Dakota’s water needs and risks for the people’s benefit. 

The SWC board still exists and consists of the Governor as chairman, the 

Commissioner of Agriculture, and eight members representing the state’s major 

drainage basins who are appointed by the Governor to serve terms of six years 

each.  The primary function of the SWC is to review and consider cost-share 

requests from project sponsors seeking financial assistance from DWR.    

Water development and associated project funding are a function of the SWC and 

include state projects such as the Southwest Pipeline Project, the Northwest Area 

Water Supply, and Devils Lake outlets and Tolna Coulee control structure used for 
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flood control purposes. The SWC promotes water development by providing cost-

share assistance for many local projects such as flood control, water conveyance, 

water supply systems, and other general water management efforts. The DWR has 

a project management role for the state projects and reviews and recommends 

projects for funding approval by the SWC. 

 

Regulatory functions fall under the responsibility of the DWR.  Specifically, they 

include water appropriation or water rights, drainage, floodplain management, 

sovereign land management, and dam safety.  

 

DWR also has an active role in public information and education regarding the 

nature and occurrence of the state's water resources.  This includes public outreach 

and education related to DWR functions. 

 

2. Explain the purpose of the agency’s various divisions/programs – attach 

organizational chart. 

As illustrated by our organizational chart (see attached), DWR is comprised of 92 

Full Time Equivalent employees (FTE), including 2 FTE approved by the Emergency 

Commission and Legislative Management’s Budget Section in March 2022. One 

temporary employee was also approved at that time through the Budget Section. 

This is a temporary increase of 2 FTE from the previous biennium. DWR is 

requesting to permanently retain the 2 FTE approved through Budget Section as 

well as convert the temporary employee approved through the March 2022 Budget 

Section as an FTE for a total request of 3 FTE or 93 FTE overall.  

 

As the director, I serve as the head of the Department of Water Resources, 

providing overall leadership and decision-making responsibilities and oversee the 

State Engineer and DWR team members.  In addition, as mentioned previously, I 

serve as the Secretary to the State Water Commission. 
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North Dakota’s State Engineer, John Paczkowski, is responsible for several 

regulatory functions and responsibilities, including allocation of the state’s waters, 

dam safety, and drainage.   

 

The Administrative Services Division, directed by Chris Kadrmas, provides agency 

operational support including accounting, budgeting, human resources, records 

management, and SWC meeting administrative support. 

 

The Atmospheric Resources Division, directed by Darin Langerud, is responsible for 

the administration of cloud seeding activities in the state, conducts atmospheric 

research, provides student intern training opportunities, and performs weather-

related data collection and analyses. 

 

The Planning and Education Division, directed by Patrick Fridgen, maintains and 

updates a Water Development Plan for the State of North Dakota, and administers a 

cost-share program in support of that plan. Division staff also participate in 

numerous regional, state, local, and inter-office planning activities; manage the 

agency’s water education programs; coordinate environmental reviews; manage the 

Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply Assistance Program (when activated); and 

oversee public outreach and media relations efforts. This Division also ensures 

implementation of the Five-Year Strategic Plan. 

 

The Regulatory Division, directed by Aaron Carranza, is responsible for the review 

and permitting of drain, dike, dam, and sovereign land applications; administration of 

North Dakota’s Dam Safety Program; assisting communities with floodplain 

management through Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)’s National 

Flood Insurance Program; administration of FEMA’s Risk Mapping, Assessment, 

and Planning program; sovereign land management, including ordinary high water 

mark delineations; general water resource district support; and the Silver Jackets 

Program that is in partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
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The Water Appropriation Division, directed by Chris Bader, is responsible for the 

processing of water permit applications, water rights evaluations, hydrologic data 

collection, water supply investigations, and economic development support activities. 

This Division is also responsible for providing the technology infrastructure required 

to support the scientific and regulatory functions for the agency; the office and back-

office automation functions to address workflow and integration requirements; and 

the development and maintenance of the data management infrastructure used to 

support agency water resource management initiatives such as PRESENS. 

 

Finally, the Water Development Division, directed by Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, is 

responsible for preliminary engineering, construction, and maintenance of water 

resource projects; flood response and recovery; construction of Southwest Pipeline 

Project (SWPP); construction, operation, and maintenance of Northwest Area Water 

Supply project; and operation and maintenance of the Devils Lake outlets and Tolna 

Coulee control structure. Division staff also represent the agency nationally and 

internationally on Missouri River, Red River, and Souris River issues. 

 

As discussed above, the SWC is made up of eight Governor-appointed members 

representing the state’s major river basins.  North Dakota’s current SWC members 

who represent the eight basins are Michael Anderson (Lower Red River), Connie 

Ova (James River), Richard Johnson (Devils Lake), Gene Veeder (Upper Missouri 

River), April Walker (Upper Red River), James Odermann (Little Missouri, Upper 

Heart, and Upper Cannonball Rivers), Jay Volk (Lower Missouri River), and Jason 

Zimmerman (Mouse River).  Other members of the Water Commission include 

Governor Doug Burgum as Chairman, and Agriculture Commissioner, Doug 

Goehring.    

 

3. Report any financial audit findings included in the most recent audit of your 

department or institution and action taken to address each finding. 

DWR had one finding in the most recent operational audit dated May 19, 2022, 

regarding improper credits to appropriation. The dollar amount was $461,500.  The 
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sale of land was recorded as a reduction to expenditures when it should have been 

recorded as revenue. The department has implemented an additional review 

process to assist in identifying such errors. 

 

4. Discuss current biennium accomplishments and challenges and next biennium 

goals and plans. 

With regard to current biennium accomplishments, DWR: 

• Continued to make progress on the Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) 

project that is planned to one-day serve up to 81,000 water users in North 

Dakota.  Progress included completion of the Lansford Reservoir and Pump 

Station; service to the City of Bottineau; and continued advancements at the 

Biota Water Treatment Plant, Minot Water Treatment Plant, and other project 

elements. 

• Completed a year-long effort to update the SWC’s Cost-Share Policy, 

Procedure, and General Requirements; as well as the Project Prioritization 

Guidance.  The modification process included extensive public outreach and 

input from the water community and general public and was meant to 

modernize the Cost-Share Program in response to more contemporary 

project development needs.  

• Continued to greatly improve North Dakota’s ability to manage our state’s 

water resources through innovation, including the monitoring of 368 locations 

by PRESENS (Pushing REmote SENSors) loggers across the state. 

PRESENS was developed in-house by DWR to collect environmental data 

such as water levels, precipitation, soil moisture, soil temperature, barometric 

pressure, and air temperature – at a fraction of the cost of more traditional 

means.  Paul Moen, DWR Director of Information Systems, won the 2022 

Pioneer Award, (Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Public Service) for his 

work on developing the PRESENS system. 

• Construction on SWPP included treated water main transmission line 

upgrades, and strategic hydraulic improvements to provide citizens access to 

quality water. 
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• Operated the Devils Lake outlets to provide ongoing flood relief for areas 

surrounding the greater Devils Lake system.  The outlets removed over 

83,000 acre-feet of floodwater during the 2021 and 2022 operating 

seasons.  Since outlet operations began 15 years ago in 2007, almost 1.4 

million acre-feet of floodwater has been removed from the big lake. 

• Over the course of the biennium so far, provided state funding support of 

approximately $322 million in SWC project approvals through the Cost-Share 

Program, including $216 million to support water supply efforts in 28 cities 

and 20 rural/regional systems, and $106 million for 105 different flood 

protection, water conveyance, and general water projects benefitting citizens 

across the state.  

• Provided $4 million in reimbursements for 1,130 drought resiliency projects 

for our agriculture producers through the Drought Disaster Livestock Water 

Supply Assistance Program. 

• Secured almost $5 million in FEMA grant funding for LiDAR data to complete 

a statewide map of high quality digital topography information to improve and 

modernize modeling and engineering design data inputs. 

• Completed a water development planning process through extensive public 

outreach, cooperation, and coordination efforts involving water project 

sponsors and managers.  The 2023 Water Development Plan (WDP) is being 

presented for the first time through an almost entirely electronic platform and 

new Dashboard.  The new WDP Dashboard includes interactive charts, 

enables staff to make updates in response to changing conditions, and can 

be accessed at any time via phones and computers. 

• Launched and operated a one-stop-shop online portal through WebGrants for 

water project sponsors seeking grant funding or loans through the state.  This 

new portal, known as Funding for Infrastructure in ND (FIND) within 

WebGrants was developed through a cooperative effort involving the Bank of 

North Dakota, Department of Environmental Quality, Public Finance Authority, 

and DWR.  FIND has greatly improved and streamlined the application 

process for project sponsors.   
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With regard to next biennium goals and plans, DWR completed a Five-Year 

Strategic Plan last summer to guide the deployment of resources toward key 

objectives, goals, and tactics through June 2027.  An Executive Summary of our 

new Five-Year Strategic Plan has been provided for your reference.  In terms of 

specific areas of focus for the 2023-2025 biennium, DWR intends to: 

• Effectively communicate with the public and stakeholders with a primary focus 

on collaboration and building partnerships; 

• Develop world-class, sustainable, and resilient water development and 

management practices; 

• Support beneficial use of Missouri River system water and other available 

water supply sources; 

• Implement innovative ideas, technology, and grow analytic capabilities to 

improve efficiencies in water management and development; 

• Improve DWR’s internal resilience and promote a positive culture; 

• Improve DWR responsiveness and continue to identify efficiencies; 

• Advance innovative ideas and technology like PRESENS, aquifer recharge, 

and water reuse opportunities; 

• Work toward Tribal Nation engagement, including memorandum of 

understanding development; 

• Strive for Workforce enhancements, retention of talent, recruiting, and 

mentoring; 

• Continue advancements on the Northwest Area Water Supply project, 

including progress on Intake Contract II, Souris Reservoir and Pump Station, 

in-line booster pump stations, Minot Water Treatment Plant (WTP) Phase III, 

raw water line initialization, and Biota WTP Phase II. 

• Make progress on Southwest Pipeline Project strategic hydraulic 

improvements, WTP expansion, and rural service additions; and 

• Implement results of a capital improvement planning effort related to the West 

End Devils Lake Outlet. 
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5. Compare the agency’s request/recommendation totals, including full-time 

equivalent (FTE) positions, for the next biennium compared to the current 

biennium. 

Description 

2021-23 
Biennium 

Appropriation 

2023-25 
Biennium 

Governor’s 
Recommendation 

Engrossed 
SB 2020 

Variance 
From 

2021-23 Biennium 

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,809,878 $23,465,326 $2,927,459 

Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 59,479,068 16,112,518 

Capital assets 148,467,437 172,396,344 300,383,950 151,916,513 

Water supply – grants 125,000,000 270,000,000 283,000,000 158,000,000 

Rural water supply – 

grants 

59,600,000 35,000,000 40,000,000 (19,600,000) 

Flood control projects 48,000,000 115,000,000 114,600,000 66,600,000 

General water -grants 14,227,275 14,233,275 12,000,000 (2,227,275) 

Basinwide plan 
implementation 

1,100,000 0 1,000,000 (100,000) 

Discretionary funding 6,000,000 5,000,000 1,000,000 (5,000,000) 

Mouse River flood control 74,500,000 0*  (74,500,000) 

State Fiscal Recovery 
Funds 

75,000,000 0  (75,000,000) 

Total $615,799,129 $694,918,565 $834,928,344 $219,129,215 

*Funding for Mouse River flood control is included in funding for flood control projects. 

 

The DWR had 90 FTE in the 2021-2023 biennium, and a request of 93 FTE is 

included in the Governor’s recommendation and engrossed SB 2020 for the 

2023--2025 biennium. The three FTE are requested to assist with significantly 

reducing delays, so constituents receive agency-issued permits in a timelier manner.  

These positions would include one for the Regulatory Division to assist with 

permitting and two for the Water Appropriation Division that would work on water 

appropriation and on PRESENS system support.  We have included one-page 

summaries related to the three FTE we are requesting with metrics related to why 

each are necessary. 

 

6. Explain the funding included in each program/line item either in total or by 

division depending on the size of the agency. 

The major components of engrossed SB 2020 for the DWR budget consist of: 
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Description 

2021-23 
Biennium 

Base 
Base 

Adjustment 

Engrossed 

SB 2020 

Base 

Adjustments 
One-time 

Adjustment 

Engrossed 

SB 2020 

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $2,927,459 $23,465,326  $23,465,326 

Operating expenses 43,366,550 13,259,373 56,625,923 $2,853,145 59,479,068 

Capital assets 98,467,437 50,269,275 148,736,712 151,647,238 300,383,950 

Water supply – grants 125,000,000 158,000,000 283,000,000  283,000,000 

Rural water supply - 

grants 

59,600,000 (19,600,000) 40,000,000  40,000,000 

Flood control projects 48,000,000 66,600,000 114,600,000  114,600,000 

General water -grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000  12,000,000 

Basinwide plan 

implementation 

0  0 1,000,000 1,000,000 

Discretionary funding 0  0 1,000,000 1,000,000 

Mouse River flood 

control 

0    0* 

State Fiscal Recovery 

Funds 

0    0 

Total $409,199,129 $269,228,832 $678,427,961 $156,500,383 $834,928,344 

FTE 90.00 3.00 93.00  93.00 

*Funding for Mouse River flood control is included in funding for flood control projects. See detail below. 

 

a. Amounts included in the base budget and their purpose and use. 

Salaries and Wages - The 2021-23 biennium totaled $20,537,867 and included 

salaries and fringe benefits for all employees, including employees that provide 

service for NAWS, SWPP, and the Devils Lake outlets. 

 

Operating Expenses - The 2021-23 biennium totaled $43,366,550 and included 

operations for NAWS, SWPP and the Devils Lake pumps. This included funding of 

$19 million for professional services, which are primarily consultant engineering 

dollars, and $8.7 million for utility costs, primarily to operate the Devils Lake outlets 

and NAWS. 

 

Capital Assets - The 2021-23 biennium totaled $98,467,437 and consisted mostly 

of projects for NAWS and SWPP, which are both state owned.  Specifically, $38.2 

million is for SWPP, and $59.8 million is for NAWS. 
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For the 2021-23 biennium, the remaining dollars were in the five purpose funding 

buckets.  They included $125 million for Water Supply; $59.6 million for Rural Water 

Supply; $48 million for flood Control; and $14.2 million for General Water projects.  

General Water included funding for dam repairs and rehabilitations, feasibility 

studies, irrigation projects, as well as other general water management efforts. 

 

b. Amounts included in engrossed SB 2020 and justification for the change from 

the base budget.  Discuss changes relating to: 

(1) Salaries and Wages - increase from the base budget of $2,927,459 as 

follows: 

• Cost to continue adjustment of $148,098. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation.  

• Performance-based raises of 4% for the first fiscal year and 4% for 

the second fiscal year of $1,049,393. The executive 

recommendation included performance-based raises of 6% for the 

first fiscal year and 4% for the second fiscal year of the biennium as 

recommended in the executive budget of $1,805,562.  

• Health insurance increase of $459,961. 

• Increase of 3 FTE of $703,398 to significantly reduce delays so 

constituents receive agency-issued permits in a more timely 

manner. The FTE are for the Regulatory Division, Water 

Appropriation, and PRESENS system support. This is the same as 

the executive recommendation.  

• Increased funding for temporary salaries of $576,609, of which 

$170,000 is to provide one full time temporary position to support 

NAWS, $345,000 is to provide funding for temporary positions for 

installation and support of the PRESENS system, and $61,609 is to 

provide a full benefits package to DWR’s Silver Jackets Program 

Coordinator - who for years has been a long-term temporary 

employee. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  
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The DWR is in support of increasing funding for market equity funding for 

agencies included in engrossed SB 2020 to the Governor’s 

recommendation, which included $645,000 for the DWR. 

(2) Operating Expenses – Includes a $16,112,518 increase, of which 

$13,259,373 is ongoing and $2,853,145 is one-time, major changes are as 

follows: 

• Shifted base level funding from capital assets and salaries and 

wages to operating expenses in the amount of $7,744,789 to 

account for consultant engineering expenses related to state owned 

projects and utility costs primarily to operate the Devils Lake and 

NAWS projects. These changes were made based on anticipated 

needs for planning of projects and operating costs. This is the same 

as the executive recommendation. 

• $5,615,764, of which $1,532,980 is one-time funding for IT 

standardization, applications, and security. The funding is to 

consolidate and standardize IT services under one umbrella, and to 

support ongoing costs for services and management to include: file 

services; computational infrastructure for scientific applications; big 

data development/production for various data types; big data 

administrative costs for over 2,000 terabytes of data, which places 

DWR as one of the largest users of data storage with NDIT at 2,000 

terabytes, and the Department of Health and Human Services at 

1,650 terabytes; costs associated with additional FTE for NDITD;  

business analysis;  project management; and project oversight. 

This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• $1,227,800 to expand the PRESENS footprint and data collection 

types/sensors to improve forecasting, modeling, and overall water 

management – at a fraction of the cost of traditional data collection 

methods. This is the same as the executive recommendation. 
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• $100,000 in additional federal funds spending authority for the 

Regulatory Division. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

• $80,000 for professional development. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation. 

• $94,665 for scientific software which includes one-time funding of 

$72,665. This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• $21,320 in operating expenses related to the 3 FTE positions which 

include one-time funding of $19,320 for IT equipment and $2,000 in 

ongoing funding for travel. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $750,000 for Airborne Electromagnetic 

Surveying (AEM) to expand use of AEM technology to better 

understand the extent and availability of ground water, particularly 

in glaciated regions - at a fraction of the cost of traditional methods. 

This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $298,180 for inflationary increases related to 

motor pool rates of $118,180 and drilling supplies of $180,000. This 

is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $180,000 to support a study involving 

navigability determinations for the Red, Missouri, Yellowstone, Bois 

de Sioux, and Mouse Rivers, and Upper Des Lacs Lake as directed 

by HB 1202 (66th Legislative Assembly). Due to staff time 

limitations, little movement has been achieved on this effort since 

2019. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  

(3) Capital Assets changes to provide a total of $300,383,950 as follows: 

• Base increase of $50,269,275 primarily to provide funding for state 

owned water projects at $118,000,000 in the capital assets line. 

The executive recommendation included $167.6 million for state 

owned water projects. 
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• One-time increase of $147,847,238 for state owned water projects, 

of which; $100,000,000 is from a line of credit designated for 

NAWS ($50,000,000) and SWPP ($50,000,000); and $47,847,238 

in federal funds for NAWS. The executive recommendation did not 

include a line of credit.  

• One-time increase of $1,800,000 to replace the original Bowman 

radar system to provide enhanced surveillance and ensure the 

capability of continual operations long into the future. The Bowman 

radar has filled a gap in radar coverage in southwest North Dakota 

since 1997 – using 1970s equipment. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation.   

• One-time increase of $1,800,000 to replace DWR’s 15-year-old drill 

rig with a top-head drive drilling rig that provides finer control over 

the drilling operation and safety features that are superior to the 

current drill rig. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  

• One-time increase of $200,000 for office modifications due to the 

DWR being required to evacuate the State Office Building due to 

environmental hazards. Funding is requested to address office 

modifications that may be necessary at the agency’s current long-

term, yet temporary location. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

(4) Grants for water projects changes are as follows: 

• Water supply increase of $158,000,000 to provide $283,000,000. 

The executive recommendation included water supply increase of 

$145,000,000 to provide $270,000,000. 

• Rural water supply decrease of ($19,600,000) to provide 

$40,000,000. The executive recommendation included rural water 

supply decrease of ($24,600,000) to $35,000,000. 

• Flood control increase of $66,600,000 to provide $114,600,000. 

The executive recommendation included flood control increase of 

$67,000,000 to provide $115,000,000. 
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• General water decrease of $2,227,275 to provide $12,000,000. The 

executive recommendation included general water increase of 

$6,000 to provide $14,233,275. 

• The addition of discretionary funding in the amount of $1,000,000. 

Discretionary funding is for flexibility to provide additional funding 

either in the buckets, unaccounted for events such as flooding, and 

to address unknown costs associated with the DWR’s move from 

the State Office Building to the Bank of North Dakota. The 

executive recommendation included the addition of discretionary 

funding in the amount of $5,000,000. 

 

(5) We did have special line items in the 2021-2023 biennium, where 

$1,100,000 was appropriated for basinwide plan implementation, and 

$1,000,000 is being included in the 2023-25 biennium budget. The 

executive recommendation did not include funding for basinwide plan 

implementation. 

(6) Our estimated income for special funds is $775.9 million, which included 

Resource Trust Fund oil extraction tax deposits of $647 million, of which 

$120 million is from the Water Project Stabilization Fund for Red River 

Valley Water Supply from the water supply bucket and $30 million was 

included from the Water Project Stabilization Fund for the repayment of a 

WAWS loan; and $100 million from a line of credit with the BND.  The 

balance is made up of capital repayments from SWPP, NAWS payments 

from the City of Minot, payments from counties for cloud seeding, CD 

interest, and available balance of the Water Commission fund. The 

executive recommendation included estimated income for special funds at 

$684 million, which included Resource Trust Fund oil extraction tax 

deposits of $605.8 million, of which $120 million is from the Water Project 

Stabilization Fund for Red River Valley Water Supply from the water 

supply bucket and $30 million was included from the Water Project 

Stabilization Fund for the repayment of a WAWS loan.  The balance is 
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made up of capital repayments from SWPP, NAWS payments from the 

City of Minot, payments from counties for cloud seeding, CD interest, and 

available balance of the Water Commission fund.   

(7) Our estimated income for Federal funds is $89.1 million of which $78 

million is for NAWS and the balance is for operations of our Regulatory 

Division, and other grants related to the Atmospheric Resources Division 

and Water Appropriation Division. The executive recommendation 

included estimated income for Federal funds at $35 million of which $25 

million is for NAWS and the balance is for operations of our Regulatory 

Division, and other grants related to the Atmospheric Resources Division 

and Water Appropriation Division. 

(8) We have no general fund dollars in our budget. The last time the 

department received a general fund appropriation was during the 2011-13 

biennium for some operations of the DWR. 

(9) Our legislatively authorized base FTE is 90, and we were authorized 2 

additional FTE positions in March 2022 from the Emergency Commission 

and Budget Section to support the administration and management of the 

state’s water resources. Engrossed SB 2020 includes an increase of 3 

FTE to retain the 2 approved by Budget Section and for 1 additional FTE 

authorization that was presented to Budget Section in March, but they had 

only approved funding for a temporary employee who we would like to 

retain. This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

 

7. Discuss the purpose and use of any one-time funding items for the current 

biennium. 

We had two one-time funding items in our 2021-2023 appropriation bill.   

• The $50 million line of credit has not been utilized to date.  The intent was for 

this to be used if needed for NAWS.  After the end of the 2021 session the 

DWR received an additional $30 million in federal funding for NAWS that was 

not anticipated further reducing the need for the $50 million line of credit at 

this time.  
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• Funding of $1.1 million was provided for the pilot project for basinwide plan 

implementation, with $246,075 expended to date. 

• Funding of $4 million for discretionary water projects was approved by the 

SWC to be used as follows: 

o $2 million for the Agriculture Department’s Emergency Livestock Water 

Supply Program of which $110,559 has been expended to date. 

o $2 million for DWR’s Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply 

Assistance Program.  This funding is in addition to funding approved 

from the general water bucket, which together provided over $6.1 

million for the program.  Over $4 million has been expended to date. 

 

8. Identify and justify the need for any one-time funding being 

requested/recommended. 

• One-time funding of $100 million from a line of credit for state owned water 

projects. This provides $50 million for NAWS and $50 million for SWPP. The 

executive recommendation did not include a line of credit. 

• One-time funding of $47.8 million from federal funds for the state-owned 

water project NAWS. The executive recommendation included one-time 

funding of $77,869,696 for state owned water projects. 

• One-time funding of $1 million for discretionary funding for flexibility to provide 

additional funding either in the buckets, unaccounted for events such as 

flooding, and to address unknown costs associated with the DWR’s move 

from the State Office Building to the Bank of North Dakota. The executive 

recommendation included discretionary funding of $5 million. 

• One-time funding of $1 million for the pilot project for basinwide plan 

implementation. The executive recommendation did not provide funding for 

basinwide plan implementation. 

• One-time funding of $1,532,980 for IT standardization, applications, and 

security. This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $1.8 million to replace the original Bowman radar system 

to provide enhanced surveillance and ensure the capability of continual 
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operations long into the future. The Bowman radar has filled a gap in radar 

coverage in southwest North Dakota since first being deployed in 1997, using 

1970s equipment. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  

• One-time funding of $1.8 million to replace DWR’s 15-year-old drill rig with a 

top-head drive drilling rig that provides finer control over the drilling operation 

and safety features that are superior to the current drill rig. This is the same 

as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $200,000 for office modifications due to the DWR being 

required to evacuate the State Office Building due to environmental hazards. 

This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $750,000 for Airborne Electromagnetic Surveying (AEM) 

to expand use of AEM technology to better understand the extent and 

availability of ground water, particularly in glaciated regions - at a fraction of 

the cost of traditional methods. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $298,180 for inflationary increases related to motor pool 

rates of $118,180 and drilling supplies of $180,000. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $180,000 to support a study involving navigability 

determinations for the Red, Missouri, Yellowstone, Bois de Sioux, and Mouse 

Rivers, and Upper Des Lacs Lake as directed by HB 1202 (66th Legislative 

Assembly). Due to staff time limitations, little movement has been achieved 

on this effort since 2019. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  

• One-time funding of $72,665 for scientific software. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $19,320 to provide computers and other necessary 

equipment for 3 new FTE positions. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 
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9. Discuss agency collections that are deposited in the general fund or special fund, 

and any anticipated changes from 2021 legislative session estimates during the 

2021-2023 biennium and estimated changes for the 2023-2025 biennium. 

We have very minimal deposits going into the General Fund.  They include open 

records requests, land lease revenue, water report late fees, and illegal water usage 

fees.   The main Special Fund deposits are from the Resource Trust Fund.  This 

makes up 93% of our revenue.  Other Special Fund deposits include SWPP capital 

repayments, NAWS payments from the City of Minot, payments from counties for 

cloud seeding, and CD interest. 

 

10. Discuss the need for any other sections that are included or are 

requested/recommended in engrossed SB 2020. 

• Section 3 provides an appropriation for additional income section for 

additional amounts in the resources trust fund for defraying the expenses of 

the DWR, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages. The 

executive recommendation did not limit the use of additional income 

appropriation. 

• Section 4 appropriating $30 million from the Water Project Stabilization Fund 

to the DWR for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the Bank of 

North Dakota to the Western Area Water Supply Authority. This is the same 

as the executive recommendation. 

• Section 5 identifying the purpose of the discretionary funds which may be 

used as necessary except for salaries and wages. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation. 

• Section 6 identifying the purpose of the basinwide water plan funding. The 

executive recommendation did not include funding for basinwide water plan 

implementation nor a section for the purpose of the basinwide water plan 

funding. 

• Section 7 identifying that $120 million included in the budget is from the water 

project stabilization fund. The executive recommendation included the $120 

million in Section 1 of the bill but did not include this section. 
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• Section 8 authorizing a $100 million line of credit from the Bank of North 

Dakota for NAWS ($50 million) and SWPP ($50 million). The executive 

recommendation did not include a line of credit. 

• Section 9 amending 2021 HB 1020 to reduce the restrictions on the use of 

2021-23 biennium discretionary funding. The executive recommendation did 

not include this section. 

• Section 10 providing legislative intent to provide Red River Water Supply 

Project a total of $953 million, excluding funding provided prior to the 2023-25 

biennium and identifies intent to provide $175 million during the 2023-25 

biennium. The executive recommendation did not include this section. 

• Section 11 providing legislative intent to provide the Mouse River Flood 

Control Project a total of $380.5 million, excluding funding provided prior to 

the 2023-25 biennium and identifies intent to provide $76.1 million during the 

2023-25 biennium. The executive recommendation did not include this 

section. 

• Section 12 providing legislative intent to provide the Southwest Pipeline 

Project $40 million during the 2025-27 biennium to cover the portion of the 

project covered by the line of credit in the 2023-25 biennium. The executive 

recommendation did not include this section. 

• Section 13 providing authority for line item transfers up to $13,292,362 

between the operating and capital assets line items. Due to the fact the DWR 

has state owned projects which require expenditures from both capital assets 

and operating expenses, line item transfer authority between those two line 

items would ensure we can shift funding when needed for payments to 

engineers and other consultants for those projects. This would be similar to 

the transfers between line items the Department of Transportation makes for 

road projects. The executive recommendation included line item transfer 

authority without any limitations between all line items. 

• Section 14 providing authority to carryover $405 million of unexpended 

obligated and unobligated funding related to water projects. Carryover will 

need to be adjusted as we get closer to the end of session as expenditures 
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during session impact the estimate. The executive recommendation included 

a section providing an exemption to allow for carryover. 

• Section 15 declaring SB 2020 to be an emergency measure. The executive 

recommendation did not include this section. 

 

11. Discuss any other bills being considered by the Legislative Assembly and their 

potential budgetary impact on the agency. 

SB 2015: Relating to the Office of Management and Budget regarding internal equity 
and external market factor funding for agencies, of which the DWR would receive 
$537,500 along with funding of $451,000 to demolish the State Office Building. The 
executive recommendation for salary increases at 6% and 4% would provide 
$645,000 for internal equity and external market factors. 

SB 2097: Relating to wild and scenic river designations. 

SB 2196: Relating to WAWS debt restructuring and authorization of a line of credit 
for NAWS. The line of credit authorization would need to be removed from this bill if 
included in SB 2020. 

HB 1021: Relating to the North Dakota Information Technology department and the 
DWR’s information technology unification. 

HB 1070: Relating to the establishment and administration of a hazard mitigation 
revolving loan fund. 

HB 1072:  Relating to the powers and duties of the department of water resources; 
and to repeal section 61-04.1--35 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the 
required bond, cash, or negotiable securities required when bids are submitted to 
the atmospheric resources board. 

HB 1073: Relating to the department of water resources authority to require 
operating plans for dams. 

HB 1074: Relating to informational hearings for water permit applications. 

HB 1075: Relating to comments on the cancellation of water rights; and to amend 
and reenact sections 61-04-24 and 61-04-2-5 of the North Dakota Century Code, 
relating to the notice and hearing process for the cancellation of water rights. 

HB 1076:  Relating to the department of water resources authority regarding water 
permit thresholds for dikes, dams, and other devices; and to provide a penalty. 

https://www.ndlegis.gov/assembly/68-2023/regular/bill-overview/bo2015.html?bill_year=2023&bill_number=2015
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo2097.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7C8dea0e3ad1374b54776208dae9c69338%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638079336322291483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qel9Uzcq5jysXC5F5qJeihC1CvqQOeYq8%2BN6%2BLVdj1U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1070.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EHlyvN1ucKG8RGDPENmneDz1CxvKHEUwwiNKr%2F%2B1LU4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1072.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uoRvqXbk13zIuHc1iNbn%2B4yPFyu72w9yvlZnNKeW1iQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1073.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1WNRjXnMHJnnKllSWU7WMympz4D%2F1HNZLv6iH0lWgGw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1074.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MM1wCv7uvDPUUINzcKsaT3wkDlZuKlMPGkFaZyxeOYE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1075.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yT%2BVSlFHz%2BjG4LcScuYlAxVJ6tOwj9Ci2jdrlMgr%2B3k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1076.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eKlUyhewrNmalE1ypP6ef1RmhwPEqHQs3pmjHNJ1Z7A%3D&reserved=0
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HB 1077:  Relating to water storage contracts. 

HB 1286: Relating to the oil extraction tax trigger. This bill removes the 6% triggered 
oil tax rate on wells outside the exterior boundaries of a reservation, which would 
reduce potential revenue for water projects if oil prices were to meet the trigger. In 
the current biennium the triggered tax rate provided an additional $27.8 million to the 
resources trust fund. 

 

12. Provide a one-page itemized listing of the changes your agency is requesting the 

committee to make to the executive recommendation. 

We are not requesting any adjustments to the Executive recommendation. 

 

13. Provide a comparison of your agency’s optional adjustment requests to those 

recommended in the executive budget. 

We support the Executive budget recommendation. 

 

14. Identify the purpose and amount of federal state fiscal recovery funding 

appropriated to your agency during the November 2021 special legislative 

session, the amount of funds spent to date, the timeline for obligating and 

spending the remaining funds, and any amounts that will not be obligated by 

December 2024.  

The DWR was appropriated $75 million from the State Fiscal Recovery Fund as 

authorized by SB 2345 during the 2021 special session for water infrastructure 

projects. This funding was to be expended before funds from the resources trust 

fund when possible. The DWR anticipates carryover of roughly $13 million. 

 

15. Identify the amount of federal funding available to your agency for the 2023-

25 biennium, the purpose of the funding, federal deadlines for spending the 

funds, and your agency's plan for spending the funds. 

The DWR’s budget includes federal funding of $89,053,261 as follows: 

• MR&I funding of $78,008,097 for construction of NAWS. There is no deadline 

for spending. The executive recommendation included MR&I funding of 

$25,008,097. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ndlegis.gov%2Fassembly%2F68-2023%2Fregular%2Fbill-overview%2Fbo1077.html&data=05%7C01%7Cckadrmas%40nd.gov%7Cf126c69c310a4b87d13908dae8f5cb00%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638078439617460469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hZmQ5b6K9WXk1xQxQAo9lfcXHVclTQQp3qnOafPzMRY%3D&reserved=0
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• Dam safety funding of $295,267. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

• Water Education Today (WET) non-point source program $335,680. The 

executive recommendation included $340,324. 

• FEMA Cooperating Technical Partners funding of $343,158. The executive 

recommendation included $438,252. 

• FEMA Risk Mapping, Assessment, and Planning funding of $8,046,168. This 

is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• FEMA Community Assistance Program – State Support Services Element 

funding of $274,891. The executive recommendation included $275,089. 

• Weather modification research and development federal authority of 

$1,500,000 for research grants that may become available. This is the same 

as the executive recommendation. 

• USGS national grants of $250,000, which is a pass-through grant. This is the 

same as the executive recommendation. 

 

16. Provide additional information as necessary. 

Each biennium, the DWR completes a Water Development Plan to provide an 

overview of North Dakota’s ongoing and anticipated water development projects 

across the state.  In the past, DWR has produced and printed that information in a 

detailed Water Development Plan. For the 2023-2025 biennium, DWR and the SWC 

are providing that same information electronically through a Water Development 

Plan Dashboard (Dashboard) - along with highlights in a printed Executive Summary 

that has been provided for your reference. 

 

The Water Development Plan Executive Summary outlines funding 

recommendations for critical water supply, flood protection, and other general water 

management projects; a prioritized summary of water development financial needs 

that were collected directly from project sponsors; and summaries of revenue 

streams that support projects. In addition to the aforementioned information, the 

Dashboard includes large project overviews (that have also been included in your 
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packets), long-term funding needs, aging water supply infrastructure survey results, 

current purpose funding tracking, and more.  To see all of the information that’s 

available on the Dashboard, go to our homepage at www.dwr.nd.gov and click on 

the Water Development Plan Dashboard link.    

 

Overall, the DWR continues to work towards improving agency responsiveness and 

efficiencies; advancing innovative ideas and technology; supporting the development 

of critical water infrastructure; and prioritizing workforce enhancement, retention of 

talent, recruiting and mentoring.  

 

Mr. Chairman, this concludes our agency overview and testimony relative to 

Engrossed Senate Bill 2020 and the Executive Budget Recommendations.  If there 

are any questions from you or other committee members, I will try to answer them at 

this time.   

 

  

http://www.dwr.nd.gov/
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ATTACHMENTS 

 

1. State Water Commission and Department of Water Resources Organizational 

Chart 

2. 2023-2025 State Water Commission and Department of Water Resources 

Five Year Strategic Plan Executive Summary 

3. One-page overviews of requested FTE 

4. 2023 Water Development Plan Executive Summary 
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P U R P O S E 

B AC KG R O U N D

DWR developed a five-year strategic plan to guide the deployment of resources 
toward key objectives, goals, and tactics that will remain a focus from July 1, 2022 
through June 30, 2027. This plan is also intended to help create awareness among the 
public and stakeholders about DWR priorities. 

The North Dakota Department of Water Resources (DWR) was created in 2021 
by legislative action through House Bill 1353. DWR was previously called the 
State Water Commission, which itself was created by legislative action in 1937 for 
the specific purpose of fostering and promoting water resources development 
throughout the state. The 2021 legislation also moved functions of the Office of 
the State Engineer (OSE) within the DWR, and allows the Governor to appoint a 
DWR Director subject to approval by the State Water Commission.  

DWR has the authority to investigate, plan, construct, regulate, provide water 
appropriations, develop water-related projects, and serves as a mechanism 
to financially support those efforts throughout North Dakota. There are 
currently six divisions that make up the DWR: Administration, Atmospheric 
Resources, Planning and Education, Regulatory, Water Appropriation, and Water 
Development.  

In developing this plan, DWR commissioned a third-party vendor, Odney 
Inc., to engage DWR team members and stakeholders to gather input for the 
development of objectives, goals, tactics, and metrics.  

Surveys 
Completed

Personal 
Interviews

Focus 
Groups

5-YE AR STR ATEGIC PL AN
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURC ES

E XECUTIVE SUMMARY July 1, 2022 Through June 30, 2027  |  www.dwr.nd.gov

116

77

2



Improve the department’s internal resilience and promote a positive 
culture.5

Implement innovative ideas, technology, and grow analytic capabilities 
to improve efficiencies in water management and development.  4

Support beneficial use of Missouri River system water and other available 
water supply sources. 3

Develop world-class, sustainable, and resilient water development and 
management practices. 2

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

The Department of Water 
Resources values fairness, 
objectivity, accountability, 
responsiveness, engagement, 
and credibility. We pledge to 
use professional and scientific 
methods to maintain the high-
est of standards in our delivery 

of services. 

The Department of Water 
Resources will sustainably 
manage and develop North 
Dakota’s water resources for 
the health, safety, and pros-
perity of its people, businesses, 
agriculture, energy, indus-
try, recreation, and natural 

resources. 

To responsibly manage 
North Dakota’s water 
needs and risks for the 

people’s benefit. 

The DWR Strategic Plan furthers the implementation of Governor Doug Burgum’s 
strategic initiatives: Main Street Initiative; Tribal Engagement; Reinventing Government; 
Behavioral Health and Addiction; and Transforming Education.

The DWR Strategic Plan outlines five key overarching objectives to be accomplished with establishment of 
goals and tactics for each objective. 

Effectively communicate with the public and stakeholders with a 
primary focus on collaboration and building partnerships. 

VALUES STATEMENT VISION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES

OBJECTIVES

1

NORTH 

Dakota I Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 



Locations Measured Using PRESENS

Average Cost Per Unit ~
$450 - $2,000 (Sensor Dependent)

Units By 2025
(18 Million Measurements/Year)

Less Staff Visits at PRESENS Sites
VS Non-PRESENS Sites

PRESENS can perform real-time measurements 
beyond what any number of personnel could 
accomplish, including data not previously 
collected such as temperature and barometric 
pressure.

DWR has always been a leader in data collection related to water 
resources, but has not had near real-time access to its data sources. The 
PRESENS (Pushing REmote SENSors) datalogger was designed in-house 
to fill that gap and provides near real time data so decisions and actions 
can be made based on current data. The PRESENS program was created 
by leveraging the talent of internal staff with the scientific background 
and knowledge of data needs of the DWR. The PRESENS program so far 
has been a resounding success. It has proven to be more valuable than 
originally hoped as staff have continued to adapt PRESENS to record 
new data, such as precipitation, soil temperature, and soil moisture. 
The program currently is in its infancy and is now ready to move into 
production. 

Reprogrammed staff have been responsible for picking up the 
extra work associated with developing and managing the PRESENS 
program. To add more devices and to move the PRESENS program 
into a production system, an additional FTE devoted to PRESENS is 
required. 

PRESENS is a game-changing technology in 
environmental data collection that is the envy 
of other states and provinces. 

Natural Resources Services 
(PRESENS) 1 FTEDATA & TECHNIC AL SERVICES DIVISION 

Why An FTE Is Necessary

Goal Is 2,000 PRESENS Units

Metrics

Other Considerations
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Temporary Water Permit Application Requests 

Conditional Permits Issued Per Year, But 72 Are Received 
(Avg. 2000-Present) - Resulting In Growing Backlog

Volume Of Water Requested 

Current Conditional Permit Backlog

The Water Appropriation Division (WAD) is experiencing an unprecedented backlog of work that is adversely impacting the ability 
of the division to respond to permit application requests and other permitting processes tied to the management of North Dakota’s 
water resources. Historically, there has always been some variation in workload within the division, but over the past 10 years, 
there have been significant increases in the tasks that are clearly not cyclical and there are no indications that this will be mitigated 
moving forward without more staff resources to address increased workload. 

The increased workload can be tied to three independent drivers that 
have resulted in notable changes to division work processes, workflow, 
and workload. These include the following: 

• Industrial Oil Field Production (Hydraulic Fracturing)

• Performance Audit

• Maturity of North Dakota Ground and Surface Water Systems

Hydraulic fracturing has profoundly changed the landscape, 
economics, and water demands in western North Dakota. Hydraulic 
fracturing requires substantial volumes of fresh water, and the 
associated demand for water in western North Dakota to facilitate 
the growth and expansion of the Bakken has placed overwhelming 
demands on WAD staff. The nature and the type of use related to 
delivering water for the development of the Bakken play has led to 
considerable increases in the number of Conditional and Temporary 
Permit applications as well as exceptional increases in the quantity of 
water that is requested. 

WATER APPROPRIATION DIVISION 

Why An FTE Is Necessary
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Major flood control project reviews
since 2015, three of which are ongoing - 
ex. FM Diversion

Only known project-related inspection 
or field visit completed since 2019 due to 
prioritization of review backlog

Complaint appeals pending review
(the most complicated and time
intensive reviews averaging only
1.5 per year completed)

Unprecedented emergency drain permit 
applications in 2019 and 2020 flood 
fighting season, diverting other review 
priorities

In recent years, North Dakota’s water projects have increased in project 
complexity and project volume, which in part is correlated closely to 
the increased funding for flood control and surface water projects. 
Additionally, the litigious nature of water-related issues such as drainage 
and water resource board decisions has also increased, thereby 
increasing the complexity of reviews and lengthening review timelines. 
The DWR Engineering & Permitting Section (E&P) staff have been at the 
forefront of these increases, attempting to keep pace with incoming 
permit applications while still prioritizing permit reviews for construction 
season dependent projects.

• The E&P staff are unable to keep pace with the current trend in 
the complexity and volume of flood control and drainage project 
permit applications and complaint appeals.

• Major flood control projects, such as the Fargo-Moorhead 
Diversion Project and Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection 
Project as well as other flood control projects for Grafton, Valley 
City, and Lisbon entailed more complex reviews requiring more 
staff time, thereby shifting workload priorities away from a 
growing backlog.

• The functions of E&P are core agency functions that are required 
to be completed by Century Code and Administrative Code, 
requiring adequate resources to fulfill.

• Other priorities, such as project or site inspections, field visits, 
database improvement, and education and outreach, are not 
currently occurring due to limited staff availability.

Several attempts have been already made to harvest efficiencies 
with an existing E&P staff of 5 FTEs to process all applications, 
determinations, and appeals. These efforts already completed 
include leveraging of technology for electronic project 
management routing, reorganization of dam construction 
permits to the Dam Safety Section, and the publishing of 3 
new agency policies that address common litigious issues with 
drainage and construction permitting, thereby streamlining 
aspects of the drain permitting and construction permitting 
processes. While these attempts were successful to some degree, 
incoming, time-sensitive applications take priority at the expense 
of a growing review backlog and other priorities.

REGUL ATORY DIV IS ION

Why An FTE Is Necessary

Metrics

Goals For Reviews Continue To Fall Short

Other Considerations

Trends In Applications And Reviews 
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$605M8
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WATER DE VELOPMENT PL AN

STATE OWNED
PROJECTS

FLOOD
CONTROL

GENERAL
WATER

WATER
SUPPLY

RURAL
WATER DISCRETIONARY

WATER DEVELOPMENT
GOALS & PRIORITIES

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

$1.7B419
Project Forms 

Submitted
Executive 

Purpose Funding 
Recommendation

Commissioner 
Hosted Basin 

Meetings

Total Needs 
Identified

Those involved in water project development know that existing projects 
evolve, and new projects are continuously being considered by local water 
managers. For that reason, it is necessary for the state to assemble updated 
water project information on a biennial basis to coincide with the state’s budget 
cycles. In the past, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) has produced 
and printed that information in a detailed Water Development Plan. Today, 
DWR and the State Water Commission are providing that same information 
electronically through a Water Development Plan Dashboard (Dashboard) - 
along with highlights included in this printed Executive Summary. 

The following information outlines funding recommendations for critical 
water supply, flood protection, and other general water management proj-
ects; a prioritized summary of water development financial needs that were 
collected directly from project sponsors; and summaries of revenue streams 
that support projects. In addition to the aforementioned information, the 
Dashboard includes large project overviews, long-term funding needs, aging 
water supply infrastructure survey results, current purpose funding tracking, 
and more!

GOAL 1
Improve resiliency and protect North Dakota’s 
citizens and economy from negative water-re-
lated impacts.

GOAL 2
Improve resiliency and provide safe and reliable 
water supplies for the health and prosperity of 
North Dakota’s citizens and economy.

Each Goal has associated high priority initiatives that 
can be viewed on the Dashboard.

the 
Dashboard!

www.dwr.nd.gov

CHECK
OUT

$167.6M $5M$12.4M$115M $270M $35M

Mouse River: $76.1M
Valley City: $13.2M

WAWS: $46M

SWPP: $131.6M

Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) | Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) | Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) | Western Area Water Supply (WAWS)

Mandan: $11.6M
RRVWSP: $170M

NAWS: $36M
Other: $14.1M

Other: $54M

2023-2025 DWR PROJECT & PURPOSE FUNDING EXECUTIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 

FEBRUARY 2023



PROJECT PURPOSES

WATER DEVELOPMENT PLAN INVENTORY PROJECT NEEDS

DESCRIPTION OF FINANCIAL NEED: 2023-2025High
Priority

Moderate
Priority

Low
Priority

Flood Control (Total = $210M) $121.1 $47.2 $42.4 Heart River Flood Control (Mandan), Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection, Other Flood Control, Valley City Permanent Flood 
Protection, and Water Conveyance.

F-M Area Diversion - - - Total state commitment of $850M addressed during 2021 Legislative session with $435.5M provided through HB 1431. 

Mandan Flood Risk Reduction $12.3 - - Floodwall replacement, levee raises, and interior drainage improvements.

Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection $76.1 - - Funding scenario based on $76.1M over 5 biennia. Includes property acquisitions in Minot and rural areas, additional levee design, 
and construction on the Maple Diversion and in-town levees.    

Other Flood Control $19.5 $0.7 $0.2 Community flood protection projects, levee certifications, flood reduction studies, and rural ring dikes.

Valley City Permanent Flood Protection $13.2 - - Phase 6 - Permanent concrete flood walls, removable flood walls, clay levees, storm water pump stations, and bioengineered 
stream bank restorations.

Water Conveyance $0.0 $46.5 $42.2 New drainage, drainage improvements, bank stabilizations, and snagging and clearing.

General Water Management (Total = $48.1M) $2.5 $42.4 $3.2 Dam remediations, repurposing, rehabilitations, and repairs; irrigation; watershed plans; and water retention and detention.

Rural Water Supply (Total = $109.7M) $13.7 $18.8 $77.2 Community regionalizations, system expansions, storage improvements, transmission line installations, and water treatment plant 
(WTP) improvements.

Water Supply (Total = $679.9M) $467.9 $1.6 $210.4 Municipal water supply projects, Northwest Area Water Supply, Red River Valley Water Supply, Southwest Pipeline Project, and 
Western Area Water Supply.

Municipal Water Supply $0.0 $1.6 $210.4 Water distribution, storage, and treatment expansions; improvements; and replacements.

Northwest Area Water Supply $36.0 - - Intake Contract II, Bottineau and Souris Reservoirs and Pump Stations, In-line Booster Pump Stations, Minot WTP Phase III, Raw 
Water Line Initialization, and Biota WTP Phase II.

Red River Valley Water Supply $254.3 - - Pipeline construction, Eastern North Dakota Alternative Water Supply design, McClusky Canal Intake preliminary design, and Biota 
WTP and Main Pump Station design. 

Southwest Pipeline Project $131.6 - - Strategic hydraulic improvements, WTP expansion, rural service additions, and DWR operations.

Western Area Water Supply $46.0 - - Rural water service area expansions to new users and Williston WTP expansion.

TOTAL ($1.05B) $605 $110 $333

2023-2025 PROJECT FINANCIAL  NEEDS SUMMARY
(EST IMATED DWR SHARE)



RESOURCES TRUST FUND - State funding provided through DWR for water development has historically come from several sources including the General 
Fund, Resources Trust Fund (RTF), and Water Development Trust Fund. Today, the primary source of funding is the RTF.  The RTF is funded with 20.5 
percent of revenues from the oil extraction tax. 

* Created by SB 2345 during the 2021 Special Legislative Session. Funded with Resources Trust Fund revenues from oil extraction taxes that
 surpass budget projections.

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D. John Paczkowski, P.E. Chris Kadrmas Patrick Fridgen
DIRECTOR STATE ENGINEER ADMIN. DIRECTOR PL ANNING DIRECTOR

701.328.4942 701.328.3446 701.328.1956 701.328.4964

atravnicek@nd.gov jpaczkowski@nd.gov ckadrmas@nd.gov

1200 Memorial Highway
Bismarck ND 58504

pfridgen@nd.gov
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$413 Million

$151.8 Million
Over Projection

$321 Million

2021-2023 RESOURCES TRUST FUND REVENUE TRACKING

Special
Funds

Water Projects 
Stabilization Fund*

Executive Budget Recommendation

$485M $120M $605M
TOTAL+ =

2023-2025 PROJECTED 
REVENUE TO SUPPORT 

PURPOSE FUNDING 
RECOMMENDATIONS

NORTH 

Dakota I Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 



House Appropriations Committee | Eng. Senate Bill 2020 | 68th Legislative Assembly
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Divisions Within DWR Remain 
The Same Including:
 Administration
 Atmospheric Resources
 Planning & Education
 Regulatory
 Water Appropriation
 Water Development

ND CENTURY CODE TITLE 61

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION - HB 1353 RESTRUCTURED THE AGENCY AS THE DWR, 

APPOINTED A DIRECTOR, & MADE THE AGENCY A MEMBER OF THE GOVERNOR’S CABINET



To responsibly manage North Dakota’s water needs and risks for the people’s 
benefit.

MISSION

The Department of Water Resources will sustainably manage and develop North 
Dakota’s water resources for the health, safety, and prosperity of its people, 
businesses, agriculture, energy, industry, recreation, and natural resources.

VISION

MISSION, VISION, & VALUES
5-YEAR STRATEGIC  PL AN

The Department of Water Resources values fairness, objectivity, accountability, 
responsiveness, engagement, and credibility. We pledge to use professional and 
scientific methods to maintain the highest of standards in our delivery of services.

VALUES

<®> 



60 Million Acre-Feet Of Water Is Stored In Major Aquifers In ND
Over 7,000 River Miles Are In The State, Including Major Rivers & Tributaries

Seven Of NDs Largest Lakes & Reservoirs Cover 863,000 Acres

MANAGING NORTH DAKOTA’S WATER RESOURCES
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TOTAL FULL TIME 
EQUIVALENTS OF 92 

PERSONNEL

DWR ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
DIVISION 

CHRIS KADRMAS 
FTE:4 

DARIN LANGERUD 
FTE:4 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

GOVERNOR DOUG BURGUM 

WATER COMMISSION N.D.C.C. 61-02 

GOVERNOR DOUG BURGUM 
Chairman 

(8) APPOINTED MEMBERS 

AGRICULTURE COMMISSIONER 
DOUG GOEHRING 

ANDREA TRAVNICEK, PH.D. 
Secretary 

PATRICK FRIDGEN 
FTE: 12 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

ANDREA TRAVNICEK, PH.D. 
Director 

JOHN PACZKOWSKI, P.E. I CFM 
State Engineer 

ABBY EBACH 
Director of Public Policy 

SHANA BROST 
Administrative Officer 

REGULATORY 
DIVISION 

WATER APPROPRIATION 
DIVISION 

AARON CARRANZA, P.E., CFM 
FTE: 15 

CHRIS BADER 
FTE:32 

SINDHUJA S. PILLAI
GRINOLDS, P.E. 

FTE: 21 



WORKFORCE
Asked For 3 FTE 
Approved By Emergency Commission
2 FTE + 1 Temp Approved By Budget Section
(March 2022)

TEAM
DWR

 Continued Challenges With Salary Equity

 22.6% Turnover In 2022 (2 Retirements) 

 20 New Team Members Hired In 2022

 Cooperating With NDSU & Others To 
Guide Course & Curriculum Focus

Water Appropriation   | Regulatory   | PRESENS
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WATER COMMISSION

Michael Anderson
Lower Red River Basin

April Walker
Upper Red River Basin

Connie Ova
James River Basin

Jay Volk
Lower Missouri River Basin

James Odermann
Little Missouri, Upper 

Heart, & Upper 
Cannonball River Basins

Gene Veeder
Upper Missouri River Basin

Jason Zimmerman
Mouse River Basin Richard Johnson

Devils Lake Basin

SWC Chair
Governor Burgum

Ag. Comm.
Goehring

April 
UpperllldRlvs 



DWR DIRECTOR & STATE ENGINEER

The Director is appointed by the 
Governor, serves as a Cabinet 

member, provides overall leadership 
and decision-making, oversees the 

State Engineer and DWR team 
members, and serves as Secretary to 

the State Water Commission.

Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D., Director
atravnicek@nd.gov | 701-328-4942

D W R  D I R E C TO R

ND’s State Engineer is responsible 
for several regulatory functions 
and responsibilities, including 
allocation of the state’s waters, 

dam safety, and drainage.

John Paczkowski, P.E., State Engineer
jpaczkowski@nd.gov | 701-328-4940

S TAT E  E N G I N E E R



DWR DIVISIONS

General support, budget 
development, records management, 

human resources, State Water 
Commission meeting preparation, 

and accounting.

Chris Kadrmas, Director
ckadrmas@nd.gov | 701-328-1956

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Cloud Modification Program, 
atmospheric research, data 

collection, pilot intern 
program, licenses and permits, 

and radar operations.

Darin Langerud, Director
dlangerud@nd.gov | 701-328-4751

ATMOSPHERIC RESOURCES



DWR DIVISIONS

Water Development Plan, media 
relations, public outreach and 
education, Drought Livestock 

Water Supply Program, 
Environmental Reviews, Cost-

Share Program, and MR&I 
Program.

Patrick Fridgen, Director
pfridgen@nd.gov | 701-328-4964

PLANNING & EDUCATION

Construction and drainage 
permits, sovereign lands, dam 

safety, floodplain management, 
water resource district support, 

and Silver Jackets Program.

Aaron Carranza, P.E., Director
acarranza@nd.gov | 701-328-4813

REGULATORY



DWR DIVISIONS

Water rights permitting, 
ground and surface water 
management, subsurface 

exploration, PRESENS, data 
management, and water 
resource investigations.

Chris Bader, Director
cbader@nd.gov | 701-328-4771

WATER APPROPRIATION

Investigations and surveying, 
construction operations, flood 

response and recovery, Southwest 
Pipeline, Northwest Area Water 

Supply, Red River office, and Devils 
Lake outlet operations.

Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, Director
spillai@nd.gov | 701-328-4954

WATER DEVELOPMENT



DWR FUNCTIONS & RESPONSIBILITIES
Allocation Of The State’s Waters

Cost-Share Funding

Dam Safety

Drainage & Construction Permits

Drone Initiatives

Drought Livestock Program

Floodplain Management

Investigations & Surveys

LiDAR Collections

Map Services

North Dakota Cloud Modification Project

PRESENS

Sovereign Land Management

Water Project Development



September 2022

DEACTIVATION

DROUGHT DISASTER 
LIVESTOCK WATER SUPPLY 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

April 2021

ACTIVATION CURRENT

February 2023

None

D0 (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)

D2 (Severe Drought)

D3 (Extreme Drought)

D4 (Exceptional Drought)



NAWS UPDATE

Recently Completed
Service To Bottineau
Lansford Reservoir & Pump Station

Snake Creek Intake Modifications
Permitting & Awarded Contracts

Goal
Deliver Missouri Water - End Of 2024 

 Minot WTP Phase II

 Biota WTP Phase I

 South Prairie 
Reservoir & Hydraulic 
Control Structure

UNDER CONTRACT

2023-2025 REQUEST: $36M



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 2

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase II) Design

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase III)

Souris Reservoir
& Pump Station

Bottineau Reservoir
& Pump Station

Inline Booster
Pump Stations

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 1

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase I)

South Prairie Hydraulic Control Structure

South Prairie Storage Reservoir

Lansford Reservoir & Pump Station• Grenora 

WILLIAMS 

• Noonan 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus • 
BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

~ Mohall 

Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope • 

Glenburn 

Souris • 

McHENRY 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

Rugby 

• 

PIERCE 



 Elevated Tank In City Of 
Taylor (Substantially 
Complete)

 Main Transmission Line 
Parallel Piping 
(Substantially Complete)

 Supplementary Intake

 Strategic Hydraulic 
Improvements

Future Projects
 Strategic Hydraulic Improvements

 Water Treatment Plant Expansion

 Burt & Hebron Service Area Expansion

 West Zone Transmission Upgrades

SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT UPDATE
UNDER CONTRACT

2023-2025 REQUEST: $131.6M



SWPP PROJECT AREAS
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DEVILS LAKE OUTLETS UPDATE

 Approx. 60K Acre-Feet Pumped In 2022

 Repairs Made To The West End Outlet
 Terminal Structure
 Drainpipe (Round Lake Pump #3)
 Electrical Outage (Round Lake Pump #4)

 Outlet Capital Improvement Plan

OUTLETS |  PUMPS |  STRUCTURE



PUSHING REMOTE SENSORS (PRESENS)

 Constantly Collecting Valuable Water Resource Data -
Publicly Accessible On Agency’s Map Services

 Collect Water Levels, Precipitation, Soil Moisture, Soil 
Temperature, Barometric Pressure, Air Temperature

 368 Locations Measured Using PRESENS

 287 Units Currently Operating
 Surface Units Are Removed In Winter To Prevent Damage

 15 Units Currently Have Rain Gauge & Soil Moisture Sensors

 Goal Is 680 Units By 2025

 2023-2025 REQUEST: $1,572,800 (ONGOING)



368 DATA
COLLECTION SITES 

CURRENT & HISTORIC

PRESENS LOCATIONS

GROUND WATER
SITES (313)

SURFACE WATER
SITES(42)

SOIL MOISTURE &
PRECIP SITES (15)*

*Two soil moisture & precip sites are co-located with ground water sites.
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 Provide High-Resolution Maps Of Aquifers That Help Water Managers 
Identify & Optimize Local Sources Of Available Groundwater

 2,800 Sq. Miles Completed - With Plans To Expand Data Collection

 2023-2025 REQUEST: $750,000 (ONE-TIME)

AIRBORNE ELECTROMAGNETIC SURVEYS (AEM) 



Potential Future
Study Areas

Completed AEM Surveys 
(2,800 square miles)

AIRBORNE ELECTROMAGNETIC (AEM) SURVEYS



 Cost-Share Program Policy Update Completed 
2023-2025 Implementation

 2021-2023 Cost-Share Program (State Funding)
 $322M Total Approvals To Date
 $216M For Water Supply Projects In 28 Cities & 20 

Rural/Regional Systems
 $106M For 105 Different Flood Protection, Water 

Conveyance, & General Water Projects

 Secured Almost $5M In FEMA Grant Funding For LiDAR Data 
To Improve & Modernize Modeling & Engineering Design Data 
Inputs

 Launched A One-Stop-Shop Online Portal Through WebGrants
For Water Project Sponsors Seeking Grant Funding Or Loans

OTHER DWR HIGHLIGHTS



RTF SOURCE IS 
20.5% OF OIL 

EXTRACTION TAX.

RESOURCES TRUST FUND REVENUE
$500M 

$400M 

$300M 

$200M 

$100M 

$0 

$151.8 Million 
Over Projection 

$413 Million 

I $321 Million I 

■ Actual Revenue 

■ Projected Revenue 
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 Created By SB 2345 During 
2021 Special Session

 Funded With Resources Trust 
Fund Revenues That Surpass 
Budget Projections

 Transfers To WPSF Ended 
February 2023 

 Eng. SB 2020 Includes $150M
 $120M Red River Valley 

Water Supply Project
 $30M Western Area Water 

Supply Project (Loan Payoff)

WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION FUND



FLOOD CONTROL

CONVEYANCE 
(Bank Stabilization,
Snag & Clear, & Drains) 

MUNICIPAL WATER SUPPLY

RURAL WATER SUPPLY

REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY

GENERAL WATER

2023-2025

$1.05B
2021-2023

$0.64B 

DWR Cost-Share Potential

WATER DEVELOPMENT PLAN INVENTORY

$109.7M

$122M

$88.7M $468M

$211.9M



2023-2025 
PROJECT & PURPOSE 

FINANCIAL NEEDS 
SUMMARY

ESTIMATED DWR 
SHARE BY PRIORITY

Flood Control (Total = $210M) $121.10 $47.20 $42.40 

F-M Area Diversion - - -

Mandan Flood Risk Reduction $12.30 - -

Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection $76.10 - -

Other Flood Control $19.50 $0.70 $0.20 

Valley City Permanent Flood Protection $13.20 - -

Water Conveyance $0.00 $46.50 $42.20 

General Water Management (Total = $48.1M) $2.50 $42.40 $3.20 

Rural Water Supply (Total = $109.7M) $13.70 $18.80 $77.20 

Water Supply (Total = $679.9M) $467.90 $1.60 $210.40 

Municipal Water Supply $0.00 $1.60 $210.40 

Northwest Area Water Supply $36.00 - -

Red River Valley Water Supply $254.30 - -

Southwest Pipeline Project $131.60 - -

Western Area Water Supply $46.00 - -

TOTAL ($1.05B) $605 $110 $333 

Project Purposes High
Priority

Moderate
Priority

Low
Priority

WDP INVENTORY PROJECT NEEDS



WATER DEVELOPMENT PLAN & DASHBOARD

Web-Based 
Version

Launched & 
Operational

Dashboard
Includes

Interactive 
Charts

Changing 
Conditions

Information Can Be 
Updated By Staff

Access
Any Time

Phones & 
Computers

WWW.DWR.ND.GOV



2023-2025 EXECUTIVE RECOMMENDATIONS



2023-2025 PURPOSE FUNDING

Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) | Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) | Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) | Western Area Water Supply (WAWS)

Executive
Rec.

Eng.
SB 2020

SWPP: $130M 

NAWS:$86M 

Devils Lake: $2M 

Mouse River: $76.lM 

Valley City: $13.2M 

Mandan: $11.6M 

Other: $14.lM 

WAWS:$46M 

RRVWSP: $170M 

Other: $54M 

Mouse River: $76.lM 

Valley City: s1 3_2M 

Mandan: $12.3M 

Other: $13M 

WAWS:$40M 

RRVWSP: $175M 

Other: $68M 



SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY
2021-2023
Base Level

2023-2025
Executive Rec.

Engrossed
SB 2020

Salaries & Wages $20,537,867 $23,809,878 $23,465,326

Operating Expenses $43,366,550 $59,479,068 $59,479,068

Capital Assets $98,467,437 $172,396,344 $300,383,950

Water Supply Projects $125,000,000 $270,000,000 $283,000,000

Rural Water Supply $59,600,000 $35,000,000 $40,000,000

Flood Control Projects $48,000,000 $115,000,000 $114,600,000

General Water Projects $14,227,275 $14,233,275 $12,000,000

Discretionary Projects - $5,000,000 $1,000,000

Basinwide Plan - $0 $1,000,000

TOTAL $409,199,129 $694,918,565 $834,928,344

Full Time Equivalents (FTE) 90 93 93
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TOTAL OPTIONAL REQUESTS

3 FTE ($19,320 equipment and $2,000 travel)
1 Full Time Temp - NAWS
Motor Pool Rate Increase
IT Standardization, Applications, & Security
PRESENS Installations & Temp Salaries
Drilling Supply Cost Increases
Navigability Study
AEM Survey Technology
Groundwater Modeling/Analysis Software
Professional Development
Full Time Temp - FTE Conversion
Bowman Radar Replacement
New Drilling Rig
Office Modifications
RiskMAP - *Federal Funding Spending Authority

$773,062
$170,000
$118,180

$5,615,764
$1,572,800
$180,000
$180,000
$750,000
$94,665
$80,000
$61,609

$1,800,000
$1,800,000
$200,000
$100,000*

$13,496,080

$724,718
$170,000
$118,180

$5,615,764
$1,572,800
$180,000
$180,000
$750,000
$94,665
$80,000
$61,609

$1,800,000
$1,800,000
$200,000
$100,000*

$13,447,736
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DWR BUDGET: OTHER CHANGES

TOTAL OTHER CHANGES

Line of Credit Included In Capital Assets
Incr. Federal Funds For NAWS In Capital Assets
Discretionary Funding
Basinwide Plan Implementation

$100,000,000
$47,847,238
$1,000,000
$1,000,000

$149,847,238

OTHER CHANGES ENGROSSED SB  2020

---=-- ~ --------- -



REQUEST FOR 
3 FTE

Includes One For The Regulatory 
Division To Assist With Permitting & 
Two For The Water Appropriation 
Division That Would Work On Water 
Appropriation & PRESENS System 
Support

Assist With Significantly Reducing 
Delays So Constituents Receive 
Permits In A Timelier Manner

TEMPORARY WATER PERMIT APPLICATIONS (ANNUAL)

TRENDS IN REGULATORY APPLICATIONS & REVIEWS

2023-2025 REQUEST: 
$773,062

1200-------------------------. 

1000 
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0 2005 

200 

150 
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50 

2.5x Increase 

2013 2022 

■ Annual Received 

■ Annual Resolved 

O 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 



To Consolidate & Standardize IT Services Under One Umbrella 
Through NDIT:

 File Services

 Computational Infrastructure For Scientific Applications

 Big Data Development/Production For Various Data Types

 Big Data Administrative Costs

 Costs Associated With Additional FTE For NDIT

 Business Analysis

 Project Management

 Project Oversight

IT STANDARDIZATION, APPLICATIONS & SECURITY 

2023-2025 Request: 
$5,615,764



ADDRESSING SALARY CHALLENGES FOR       
OUR TEAM MEMBERS

Example:
Hydrologist Positions Are 
Well Below Private Sector.

HYDROLOGIST 
POSITIONS

22%

DWR SUPPORTS
SENATE BILL 2015

EXECUTIVE REQUEST

$645K
Recommended To Address 
Internal Equity & External 
Market Factors That Affect 

Existing Team Members. This 
Would Assist With Reducing 
Turn-over & Would Support 

Competitive Pay & 
Compression Adjustments.



SECTION 3
 Additional Income Appropriation Section For 

Additional Amounts In The Resources Trust Fund For 
Defraying The Expenses Of The Department, 
Excluding Operating Expenses & Salaries & Wages.

SECTION 5
 A Section Identifying The Purpose Of The 

Discretionary Funds Which May Be Used As 
Necessary Except For Salaries & Wages.

SECTION 8
 A Section Authorizing A $100 Million Line Of Credit 

From The Bank Of North Dakota For NAWS ($50 
Million) & SWPP ($50 Million). SB 2196 Also Includes 
A Line Of Credit For NAWS That Should Be Removed.

OTHER ENG. SB 2020 SECTIONS



SECTIONS 10, 11, & 12
 Intent Related To Red River Valley Water Supply ($175M 2023-

2025 With $953M Total Remaining), Mouse River Flood Control 
($76.1M 2023-2025 With $380.5M Total Remaining), & 
Southwest Pipeline Project ($40M Through 2025-2027).

SECTION 13
 A Section Providing Authority For Line-Item Transfers Up To 

$13,292,362 Between The Operating & Capital Assets Line Items.

SECTION 14 
 Exemption Section Providing Authority To Carryover $405 

Million Of Unexpended Obligated & Unobligated Funding 
Related To Water Projects.

SECTION 15
 A Section Declaring SB 2020 To Be An Emergency Measure.

OTHER ENG. SB 2020 SECTIONS



2021-2023 PURPOSE FUNDING

APPROVED

UNOBLIGATED

FEBRUARY 28, 2023

*Capital 
Assets bucket 

includes 
$45.6M line of 

credit.

Mouse 
River Flood

Basin
Wide Plan

Discretionary 
Funds

Flood Control 
Projects

Water 
Supply

Rural 
Water

General 
Water

*Capital 
Assets

Federal Funds-State 
Fiscal Recovery Funds -
SB 2345

Spent or ObligatedESTIMATED CARRYOVER
$405M



WATER AVAILABILITY POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

GOOD WITH
LIMITATIONS /
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OBJECTIVES
5-YEAR STRATEGIC  PL AN

OBJECTIVE 1
Effectively communicate with the public and stakeholders with a primary focus on collaboration and 
building partnerships.

OBJECTIVE 2
Develop world-class, sustainable, and resilient water development and management practices.

OBJECTIVE 3
Support beneficial use of Missouri River system water and other available water supply sources.

OBJECTIVE 4
Implement innovative ideas, technology, and grow analytic capabilities to improve efficiencies in 
water management and development.

OBJECTIVE 5
Improve the department’s internal resilience and promote a positive culture.

Multiple Goals & Tactics Associated With Each Objective.



 Agency Responsiveness & Efficiencies

 Advancement Of Innovative Ideas
& Technology

 Critical Water Infrastructure

Workforce Enhancement, Retention 
Of Talent, Recruiting & Mentoring

THIS BUDGET SUPPORTS…



701.328.2750

dwr@nd.gov

dwr.nd.gov

/NDWaterResources

THANK YOU

mailto:dwr@nd.gov
http://www.dwr.nd.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/NDWaterResources


MISSION
To responsibly manage 
North Dakota’s water 
needs and risks for the 
people’s benefit.

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has several responsibilities on 
behalf of the people of North Dakota. DWR serves as the primary funding 
entity for critical water infrastructure; appropriates the state’s water resources; 
and is responsible for other water-related regulatory and management func-
tions that ensure public safety and support the long-term sustainability and 
beneficial use of North Dakota’s water resources.

Department of Water 
Resources Full Time
Equivalents (FTE)

Groundwater Monitoring 
Wells

PRESENS (Pushing REmote 
SENSors) Real-Time Envi-
ronmental Data Loggers 
Have Collected Measure-
ments

For Water Supply, Flood 
Protection & Other Water 
Projects (21-23 Biennium)

Proposed For Water 
Supply, Flood Protection 
& Other Water Projects 
(23-25 Biennium)

Average Increase In 
Temporary Water Permit 
Applications Annually - 
Last 10 Years

92

7,500+

360+

$549M

$605M

250%

WHO WE SERVEDWR FACTS

Water Users
Citizens, businesses, and public water systems who require 
permits to put ND’s water resources to beneficial use.

Agricultural Producers
Livestock producers and farmers who are mitigating impacts 
from drought, are irrigators, or benefit from hail suppression 
and rainfall enhancement.

Water Project Sponsors
Cities, rural and regional water systems, water boards, irrigation 
districts, or other political subdivisions that cost-share with DWR 
to develop water projects, or require permits.

General Public/Students/Teachers
Anyone interested in learning more about ND’s water resources, 
permitting through DWR, or floodplain management.

Water-Related Data Users
Water managers, consultants, water resource professionals, 
surveyors, and the general public who are seeking water, land, 
survey, elevation, and weather-related data.

Government Officials
Federal, state, and local government agencies; Congressionals; 
Legislators; Tribes; and Governor’s Office - who cooperate to 
improve water management and development.

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES & WATER COMMISSION 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

#21783

NORTH 

Dakota I Water Resources 
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WHAT WE DO | DWR DIVISIONS
CONTACT US

DWR DIRECTOR

Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D., Director
atravnicek@nd.gov | 701-328-4942

ATMOSPHERIC RESOURCES

Darin Langerud, Director
dlangerud@nd.gov | 701-328-4751

WATER APPROPRIATION

Chris Bader, Director
cbader@nd.gov | 701-328-4771

STATE ENGINEER

John Paczkowski, P.E., State Engineer
jpaczkowski@nd.gov | 701-328-4940

PLANNING & EDUCATION

Patrick Fridgen, Director
pfridgen@nd.gov | 701-328-4964

WATER DEVELOPMENT

Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, Director
spillai@nd.gov | 701-328-4954

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Chris Kadrmas, Director
ckadrmas@nd.gov | 701-328-1956

REGULATORY

Aaron Carranza, P.E., Director
acarranza@nd.gov | 701-328-4813

The Director is appointed by the 
governor, serves as a Cabinet 
member, provides overall lead-
ership and decision-making, and 
oversees the State Engineer and 
DWR team members.

Cloud Modification Program, 
weather research, data collection, 
licenses and permits, and radar 
operations.

Water rights, water permit-
ting, ground and surface water 
management, subsurface explo-
ration, and water resource inves-
tigations.

ND’s State Engineer is responsible 
for several regulatory functions 
and responsibilities, including 
allocation of the state’s waters, 
dam safety, and drainage.

Water Development Plan, media 
relations, public outreach and 
education, Livestock Water 
Supply Program, Cost-Share 
Program, and MR&I Program.

Investigations and surveying, 
construction operations, South-
west Pipeline, Northwest Area 
Water Supply, Red River office, 
and Devils Lake outlet opera-
tions.

General support, records 
management, human resources, 
and accounting, including 
financial reporting, audits, and 
processing payments.

Construction and drainage 
permits, sovereign lands, dam 
safety, floodplain management, 
and Silver Jackets.

The Water Commission consists 
of the Governor as chairman, the 
Commissioner of Agriculture, 
and eight members represent-
ing major drainage basins who 
are appointed by the Governor 
to serve terms of six years each.  
The primary function of the Water 
Commission is to review and 
consider cost-share requests from 
project sponsors seeking financial 
assistance from the Department of 
Water Resources.  Water Commis-
sion members meet on a monthly 
basis. The Director serves as Secre-
tary to the Water Commission.

WATER COMMISSION

Scan to 
view Water 

Commission 
Members



DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES WORKFORCE

WHAT WE’RE ABOUT

CURRENT AGENCY TEAM MEMBER STATS

ADDRESSING SALARY CHALLENGES FOR OUR TEAM MEMBERS

WHAT HAPPENS IF WE CAN’T EFFECTIVELY DO OUR JOB…

Result
Cost-share support for flood 
protection, water supplies, and 
other water development projects 
would be stalled.

Result
Water permit requests for drinking 
water, agriculture, and industrial 
development will be delayed.

Result
Regulatory functions designed to 
protect citizens and infrastructure 
from negative water-related events 
(i.e. flooding and dam failures) could 
be impacted.

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has several responsibilities on behalf of the people of North Dakota that 
make the agency and its workforce unique. DWR serves as the primary funding entity for critical water infrastructure; 
appropriates the state’s water resources; and is responsible for other water-related regulatory and management functions 
that ensure public safety and support the long-term sustainability and beneficial use of North Dakota’s water resources.

FEBRUARY 2023

Full-Time Team 
Members

Avg. Years of Service

$645K

Average Age

Median Annual Salary

Number of Vacancies

Retirement Eligible  

92

12

41

$72K

5

9

DWR SUPPORTS
S E N A T E  B I L L  2 0 1 5

Recommended to address 
internal equity and external 

market factors that affect 
existing team members. This 

would assist with reducing 
turn-over and would 

support competitive pay and 
compression adjustments.

E X AMPLE
Hydrologist Positions Are 22% Below Private Sector.

22%
HYDROLOGIST POSITIONS

EXECUTIVE REQUEST



TECHNICAL POSITION APPLICANTS PER POSITION - LAST 10 YEARS

COST OF TURNOVER

WORKFORCE COMPETITION

22.6% TURNOVER IN 2022

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Technical Position Openings Applicants/Vacancy

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

202220212020201920182017201620152014

To properly function, DWR requires highly specialized and technical skillsets related 
to engineering, hydrology, planning, and finance, as examples. Productive team 
members must then apply all of these principles, and others, to water resource 
management. When hiring there is a loss of productivity across the team. Besides 
hiring and on-boarding costs, each new hire has a 6 to 24 month learning curve 
before less supervision is necessary. During this time, the development of each 
employee impacts other productive team members, and increases time demands 
by managers and other coworkers - thus reducing team production. Further 
exacerbating the cost of turnover is the loss of recently trained employees who 
leverage the state’s investment in their professional development and pursue 
similar yet higher paying employment with the private sector or other government 
agencies with their newly-attained knowledge, skills, and professional licenses.

Engineering & Environmental 
Services Firms

Other States (Similar Agencies)

Federal Government

Fossil Fuel Industries

NORTH 

Dakota I Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 



DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 2023-2025 OPTIONAL REQUESTS

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES STAFF

TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION

DECEMBER 2022

The following is a summary of optional requests included in the 2023-2025 Executive Budget recommendation. More detailed 
descriptions are available through the Budget Development Tracking System or by contacting DWR staff (see below).

$773,062 $61,609$80,000$170,000
3 FULL TIME 

EQUIVALENTS (FTE)
FULL TIME

TEMP BENEFITS
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

1 FULL TIME TEMP

To significantly reduce 
delays so constituents 

receive permits and 
water appropriations in 

a timelier manner. 

 » Regulatory Division

 » Water Appropriation

 » PRESENS   
System Support

To provide a full benefits 
package to DWR’s 

Silver Jackets Program 
Coordinator - who 

for years has been a 
long-term temporary 

employee.

To support mentoring 
and training of water 
appropriation staff in 
positions that require 

high levels of technical 
expertise, and that 

in recent years have 
experienced high 

turnover rates.

Northwest Area Water 
Supply (NAWS) - To 
ensure streamlined 

operation of the NAWS 
system as DWR works 
to partner with Minot 
in operating the biota 
water treatment plant 

and completing projects 
necessary to receive and 

distribute water from 
Lake Sakakawea.

IT STANDARDIZATION, APPLICATIONS & SECURITY
To consolidate and standardize IT services under one umbrella, and to support ongoing costs for services and 
management to include: file services, computational infrastructure for scientific applications, big data development/
production for various data types, big data administrative costs, costs associated with additional FTE for ITD, ITD business 
analysis, ITD project management, and ITD project oversight.

$5,615,764

PRESENS (PUSHING REMOTE SENSORS) INSTALLATIONS & TEMP SALARIES
To expand the PRESENS footprint and data collection types/sensors to improve forecasting, modeling, and overall water 
management - at a fraction of the cost of traditional data collection methods. 

$1,572,800

AEM (AIRBORNE ELECTROMAGNETIC SURVEYS)
To expand use of AEM technology to better understand the extent and availability of ground water, particularly in 
glaciated regions - at a fraction of the cost of traditional methods. 

$750,000

GROUNDWATER MODELING & HYDROLOGIC ANALYSIS SOFTWARE
To acquire advanced software for purposes of performing many of the scientific analytical functions and related modeling 
activities in support of DWR’s water appropriation responsibilities.

$94,665



INFLATIONARY COST INCREASES

EQUIPMENT & OFFICE
BOWMAN RADAR
To replace the original Bowman radar system to provide enhanced surveillance and ensure 
the capability of continual operations long into the future. The Bowman radar has filled a gap 
in radar coverage in southwest North Dakota since 1997 - using 1970s equipment.

DRILLING RIG
To replace DWR’s 15-year old drill rig with a top-head drive drilling rig that provides finer 
control over the drilling operation and safety features that are superior to the current drill rig. 

OFFICE MODIFICATIONS
DWR was required to evacuate the State Office Building due to environmental hazards. 
Funding is requested to address office modifications that may be necessary at the agency’s 
current long-term, yet potentially temporary location. 

Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D.  |  Director

Chris Kadrmas  |  Director of Admin.

atravnicek@nd.gov  |  701.328.4942

ckadrmas@nd.gov  |  701.328.1956

C O N TAC T  U S

FEDERAL FUNDING AUTHORITY STUDY/ANALYSIS

$100,000 $180,000

To address federal spending authority increase 
projections related to RiskMAP. RiskMAP was 
developed in-house and allows users to zoom in 
and visually display current flood risks.

To support a study involving navigability 
determinations for the Red, Missouri, Yellowstone, 
Bois de Sioux, and Mouse Rivers, and Upper Des 
Lacs Lake as directed by HB 1202 (66th Legislative 
Assembly). Due to staff time limitations, little 
movement has been achieved on this effort since 
2019.

ND RISKMAP
(RISK ASSESSMENT MAPSERVICE)

NAVIGABILITY STUDY

$1,800,000

$1,800,000

$200,000

$118,180 $180,000

MOTOR POOL RATE INCREASES DRILLING SUPPLY
COST INCREASESTo address inflation impacting 

current travel expenses. Motor Pool 
announced increased rates moving 
forward that represent an average 
increase across the vehicle fleet of 

10% and 15%.

To maintain ongoing drilling 
operations and to account for 

increasing costs related to drilling 
mud, cement, and PVC pipe. 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

FEBRUARY 2023

NORTH 
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
Developed as a response to the 1997 flood, the Fargo-Moorhead Area Diversion Project 
(FMADP) aims to reduce flood risk to the cities and townships that make up the metro-
politan area of Fargo-Moorhead. The FMADP provides flood risk reduction from the 
Red River and its North Dakota tributaries, including the Wild Rice, Sheyenne, Maple, 
Rush, and Lower Rush Rivers. The project has four major elements, which include (i) the 
in-town levee system, (ii) the diversion channel, (iii) the southern embankment, and 
(iv) mitigation projects. When complete, the FMADP will provide flood protection for 
approximately 235,000 people.

LOCAL SPONSOR
The communities of Fargo and Moorhead, along with Cass County, Clay County, and 
the Cass County Joint Water Resource District, have signed a joint powers agreement, 
which created the Metro Flood Diversion Authority (MFDA). Its purpose has been to 
work with the US Army Corps of Engineers to build, finance, operate, and maintain a 
comprehensive project to provide the Fargo-Moorhead metro area with permanent 
flood protection from the Red River and its tributaries. The MFDA has developed a 
comprehensive and prudent financial model in which local dollars are contributed via 
local and city sales taxes. Voters approved three half-cent sales taxes to be extended 
through 2084 to cover the local share.

FARGO -MOORHE AD
AREA DIVERSION PROJECT

HISTORIC FUNDING

$0
MILL ION

FULLY FUNDED

LOOKING AHEAD
2023-2025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

FLOOD PROT EC T ION

DIV ERSION CHANNEL
(30 Miles Long, 1,500 Feet Wide) 

ES T IMAT ED OPER AT IONAL

LEGISL AT IV E  DIS T R IC TS
(10, 11, 13, 16, 21, 22, 27, 41, 44, 45, 46)

IN-TOWN PROT EC T ION

QUICK FAC TS

11

2027

YEAR

100

Local

State ND

State MN

Federal

$1.5B

23%
3%

Estimated
Total Project

$3.2B

47%

27%

$850M*

$86M

$750M
*Approx. 35% of non-federal funding

State funding of $414.5M was provided 
through the 2019-2021 biennium. 

During the 2021 Legislative Session HB 
1431 provided an additional $435.5M for 

a total state commitment of $850M. 

DECEMBER 2022

-0, 

NORTH 
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
The Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection Project (MREFPP) is designed to provide 
flood relief to Mouse River Valley residents - both urban and rural. The project was orig-
inally initiated by the State Water Commission in response to a request from the Souris 
River Joint Water Resource Board (SRJB) following the record-setting Mouse River flood 
of June 2011. That event brought a record flow of 27,400 cubic feet per second in Minot 
- impacting 4,700 residential, commercial, and public structures throughout the entire 
Mouse River loop. Ongoing phases of the MREFPP involve developing flood risk solu-
tions in the urbanized and rural portions of the basin.

LOCAL SPONSOR
The City of Minot remains the primary source for the local funding share with the SRJB 
also serving as a local sponsor. Presently, Minot is collecting a 0.7 percent sales tax for 
flood control, which is generating approximately $7 million per year. Discussions are 
ongoing to examine the possibilities associated with increasing revenues through addi-
tional sales taxes, property taxes, or other fees. The city also received Disaster Recovery 
Assistance from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and 
elected to utilize those funds for flood control acquisitions, as HUD funds may not be 
used for the construction of flood control features.

MOUSE R IVER ENHANCED
FLOOD PROTECTION PROJECT

PROJECTED COST SCHEDULES

$76.1
MILL ION

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST

LOOKING AHEAD
2023-2025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

COMBINED PROJEC TS
(Levees, Floodwalls, Diversion, Bridges, Etc.)

COUN T IES
(Renville, Ward, McHenry, & Bottineau)

LEGISL AT IV E  DIS T R IC TS
(3, 5, 6, 4B, 38, 40)

ES T IMAT ED OPER AT IONAL

QUICK FAC TS

6

2035

4

26

TOTAL COST - 16 Year $1.28B

CURREN T DWR COS T-SHARE

65% 75%
Engineering

& Construction
Property

Acquisitions DECEMBER 2022

Biennial
State Funding Decreasing Consistent

2023-2025 $100M $76.1M

2025-2027 $76.1M $76.1M

2027-2029 $70M $76.1M

2029-2031 $66M $76.1M

2031-2033 $63.6M $76.1M

TOTAL $375.7M $380.5M

TOTAL COST - 10 Year $1.22B - 1.23B

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

Local

Local

State

State

Federal

Federal

$137M

$185M - $203M

$313M

$376M - $413M

$141M

$71M

_.J.1___l_l_J--7.. 

---,lc_J 
' 

-
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BACKGROUND
AND PURPOSE
The purpose of the Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) project is to address 
long-standing water supply and poor water quality problems in northern North Dakota 
by delivering high quality Missouri River water to the region.  NAWS was authorized by 
the Garrison Diversion Reformulation Act of 1986 and the Dakota Water Resources Act of 
2000 under the Municipal, Rural, and Industrial (MR&I) Water Supply Program.  Construc-
tion of NAWS began in April 2002, with a main line and associated features being built 
between the City of Minot and Lake Sakakawea. Later in 2002, lawsuits were initiated, 
delaying the project for years. The District Court ruled in favor of the project in 2017, and 
that decision was upheld by the Appellate Court in 2019 - ending 17 years of litigation. 
Today, construction on the NAWS project is back underway, with interim water supplies 
provided by the City of Minot. Phase I of the Biota Water Treatment Plant is scheduled 
for completion in 2024, with overall project completion in 2029.

LOCAL SPONSOR
In 1991, the state passed into law a bill creating the NAWS Advisory Committee (includ-
ing one person representing Minot, water resource districts, State Water Commission 
(SWC), Turtle Mountain, rural water, other municipal, Garrison Diversion, and at-large), 
while giving the SWC the authority to construct, operate, and manage the project. The 
City of Minot has been funding the entire local share of the project to date through a 
1 percent city sales tax.

NORT HWES T ARE A
WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

SYS T EMS SERV ED

FU T URE WAT ER USERS
(10% OF ND POPULATION)

LEGISL AT IV E  DIS T R IC TS
(2, 3, 4B, 5, 6, 38, 40)

MILES OF PIPE

QUICK FAC TS

7

267

81K

16
Local

State

Federal

$74M
48%

36%
41%

23% Estimated
Total Project

$437M

22%

30%

$102M

$163M

$98MEst. Remaining Funds
Local
State
Federal

$35M
$40M
$23M

CURREN T DWR COS T-SHARE

65%*
*Biota Water Treatment Plant -

100% Federal Funds FEBRUARY 2023

$36
MILL ION

LOOKING AHEAD
2023-2025 

Funding for Intake Contract 2, Bottineau 
and Souris reservoirs and pump stations, 

booster pump stations, Minot Water 
Treatment Plant (WTP) Phase III, raw water 

line, and Biota WTP Phase II design.  

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST
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~- RED RIVER VALLEY 
~. · WATER SUPPLY PROJECT 
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QUICK FACTS 
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TRANSMISSION PIPELINE 
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5 
s 

MA X FLOW 

CITIES/RURAL SYSTEMS 
(50% Of ND Populat ion) -(~ , 
~ 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS 
(6, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 
25, 27, 29, 33, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46) 

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE 
The Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) began as a joint federal, state, and 
local effort to deliver high quality Missouri River water to the region. The Dakota Water 
Resources Act of 2000 authorized the project to provide a supplemental water source 
for improved drought resiliency for the Red River Valley. In 2013, it was clear the project 
would not receive federal approval. Today, the project continues with state and local 
sponsorship. RRVWSP will deliver Missouri River water to central and eastern North 
Dakota from south of Washburn to a discharge in the Sheyenne River. In conjunction, 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District and the Lake Agassiz Water Authority (LAWA) 
are also pursuing the Eastern North Dakota Alternate Water Supply (EN DAWS), which 
would utilize the McClusky Canal as a water source. 

HISTORIC FUNDING PROJECTED COST SCHEDULES 

Local I RRVWSP- 10 Year $1 .79B I 
I RRVWSP - 8 Year $1.74B I State I RRVWSP - 6 Year I $1.7B 

FUTURE FUNDING 
r--------------------, [ ENDAWS-10 Year $1.418 I 
: Est. Remaining Funds $1.18B-1.59B : 

ENDAWS - 8 Year $1.4B I I 
1 Local $302M-$407M 1 

[ E~DAWS....:_ 6 Year _ 1 State $877M-$1.19B 1 $1.3B ~--------------------J 
LOCAL SPONSORS 
The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District is made up of 28 member counties who 
each elect a citizen to serve on the board of directors. The principal mission of the orga
nization is to provide a reliable, high quality, and affordable water supply to benefit the 
people of North Dakota. 

In 2003, the North Dakota Legislature created LAWA to address future water needs in 
the Red River Valley. LAWA was further directed to develop a reliable supply of drinking 
water to central and eastern North Dakota. LAWA serves as the representative for RRVWSP 
water users, and is a cooperating entity with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District. 

N O RTH 

Dakota I Water Resources 
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BACKGROUND
AND PURPOSE
The purpose of the Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) is to address water quality and 
quantity issues in southwest North Dakota by delivering high quality Missouri River 
water to the region. Authorized by the North Dakota Legislature in 1981, the SWPP 
transports raw water from Lake Sakakawea to water treatment plants located at Dick-
inson and north of Zap where it is treated and delivered to the Project’s customers in 
southwest North Dakota and Perkins County, South Dakota. Since construction began 
in 1986, the Project now includes three water treatment plants, 35 pumping stations, 
31 water storage reservoirs, and over 5,000 miles of pipe. Future construction efforts 
will address ongoing growth in the region and connection of rural customers waiting 
for SWPP water.

LOCAL SPONSOR
The SWPP is funded and owned by the state of North Dakota and administered through 
the Department of Water Resources. In 1996, the operation and maintenance of the 
SWPP was transferred to the Southwest Water Authority (SWA), a political subdivision 
established by the Legislature. Capital repayment occurs through user fees.

SOU THWES T
PIPELINE PROJECT

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

$131.6
MILL ION

LOOKING AHEAD
2023-2025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

WAT ER USERS
(7.4% OF ND POPULATION)

RUR AL CUS TOMERS

LEGISL AT IV E  DIS T R IC TS
(26, 31, 33, 36, 37, 39)

COMMUNI T IES  SERV ED

QUICK FAC TS

6

33

7.4K

58K

Local

State*

Federal**

$1.5M 71%

<1%

100%

29%

Estimated
Total Project
$691.5M

$307M

$122M

$261MForeseeable Funding Needs

State $261M

DWR COS T-SHARE
100%

Funded by State of ND with local share paid 
through user fees, including capital repayment 
($89.9M), and replacement and extraordinary 

maintenance funds ($1.5M).

Funding for strategic hydraulic 
improvements, West Zone main transmission 
line improvements, an intake pump station, 

Burt Hebron Service Area expansion, 
Southwest Water Treatment Plant expansion, 

and agency operational costs.

JANUARY 2023

*Includes bonds ($6.1M), bond payoff ($18.3M), and 
State Fiscal Recovery Funds
** Municipal, Rural and Industrial (MR&I) Program; and 
USDA Rural Development

EXECUTIVE BUDGET REQUEST
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
The Sheyenne River flows roughly 591 miles from central North Dakota, eventually 
meandering its way east to the Red River near Fargo. Valley City sits along the Sheyenne 
River, downstream of Baldhill Dam, which forms Lake Ashtabula. During a typical spring 
each year, the river swells from snow melt with water levels peaking around March and 
April, often creating flood conditions. After experiencing major flooding in 2009, 2010, 
and 2011, the cities of Valley City and Lisbon each decided to pursue permanent flood 
protection. Collectively known as the Sheyenne River Valley Flood Protection project, 
the City of Lisbon completed its flood protection in 2018. Valley City has completed 
phases I-III, with phase IV scheduled for 2024 and phase V anticipated for 2025. 

LOCAL SPONSOR
Through the State Water Commission’s Cost-Share Program, Valley City is receiving 
an elevated cost-share percentage due to past and potential future impacts caused 
by water releases from the Devils Lake outlets, which empty into the Sheyenne River.

VALLE Y CIT Y PERMANEN T 
FLOOD PROTECTION

HISTORIC FUNDING

FUTURE FUNDING

$13.2
MILL ION

LOOKING AHEAD
2023-2025 

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

PROJEC T PHA SES

CLOMR COMPLE T ION
(Conditional Letter Of Map Revision)

LEGISL AT IV E  DIS T R IC T
(24)

COMBINED PROT EC T ION
(Flood Walls, Earthen Levees, Pump 
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
The Western Area Water Supply (WAWS) project goal is to utilize Missouri River water, 
along with supplemental ground water, to meet the municipal, rural, and industrial 
water needs of counties in northwest North Dakota. Currently, the system supplies water 
to 70,000 water users in five counties: Burke, Divide, Mountrail, McKenzie and Williams. 
The system is expected to expand to 100,000 users by 2040.

LOCAL SPONSOR
In 2011, the North Dakota Legislature created the Western Area Water Supply Authority, 
(WAWSA) with the intent to develop the WAWS project to treat, store, and distribute 
water to northwestern North Dakota. As originally planned after the 2011 Legislative 
Assembly, the financial model for WAWS was to take advantage of the extensive regional 
growth that was taking place as a result of oil production, and fund the majority of the 
project by selling excess water to the energy industry. However, fluctuation in oil activity 
has caused WAWSA to revisit that funding model. The Legislature has responded with 
legislation that has allowed for the refinancing or restructuring of WAWSA debt. The 
Executive budget recommendation for the 2023-2025 biennium includes the addition 
of a section to SB 2020 that would appropriate $30 million from the Water Project 
Stabilization Fund for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the Bank of North 
Dakota to WAWSA.
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Testimony by Randall Binegar 

On behalf of the 

Southwest Pipeline Project 

to the 

House Appropriations Committee 

Hearing on Senate Bill 2020 

 
 

 

March 9, 2023 

 

Dear Committee Members: 

 

My name is Randall Binegar, and I’m a lifelong North Dakota Resident, growing up mainly in 

Bismarck.  I am currently the President of the Heart Butte Association where I represent the 

cabin owners at Lake Tschida, located about 15 miles south of Glen Ullin.   

  

 In the 1970’s when I was a teenager, I visited a friend’s lake cabin at Lake Tschida.  After a hot 

summer’s day of enjoying the lake, I vowed to myself I too would own a lake cabin before my 

first-born child would turn eight years-old.  In 1993 we bought a small trailer on Lake Tschida.  

My oldest child turned eight that year. 

 

There are many water wells at varying depths around lake Tschida that serve the more than 200 

cabins but none of them produce a water whose quality is sufficient for drinking.  So, cabin 

owners haul water to the lake.  For 30 years, I have been hauling our water weekly to Lake 

Tschida from Bismarck.  Now that I’m into my 60’s, this task is growing more difficult.  Some 

families around the lake have been hauling their drinking water for multiple generations going 

back to the 1950’s.   

 

The prospect of having fresh clean drinking water supplied by the Southwest Pipeline Project to 

Lake Tschida has cabin owners around the lake very excited.  Clothes can be washed without 

staining them.  Cabin owners can open their cabins earlier in the year and stay longer in the fall 

because many of the shared well systems are not installed to prevent freezing, whereas the 

Southwest Pipeline Project can be installed in a manner that will not allow the water lines to 

freeze.   

 

As the southwestern portion of the United States’ water supply becomes severely threatened 

by drought, the possibility of Missouri River waters being diverted to this area becomes a 

reality.  This increases the urgency of putting North Dakota’s Missouri River water, which is the 

source for the Southwest Pipeline Project, to beneficial use before National priorities lay claim 

to this water.  By expanding and enhancing the Southwest Water Supply Project now, we are 
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securing our right to Missouri River water before other areas of the country can secure these 

water rights. 

 

 The water provided by the Southwest Pipeline Project is reliable, clean, clear, odorless, and 

tastes good.  Water is a precious resource vital to life. Having a reliable source of water is 

essential to the future of all of North Dakota.  Funding the Southwest Pipeline Project is an 

investment in western North Dakota’s future, its economic wellbeing and the quality of life of 

its citizens. I ask that you continue your support of this vital infrastructure that benefits so 

many people in all aspects of their lives. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Randall Binegar 

Bismarck, ND 

randy.binegar@yahoo.com 
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THE WESTERN EDGE 

March 6, 2023 

To: House Appropriations Education and Environment Committee 

Re: State Water Commission Budget - Senate Bill 2020 

Dear Representative Nathe and Committee Members, 

I am Terri Thiel, the Executive Director for the Dickinson Convention & Visitors Bureau. I am writing in 

support of the budget for the ND State Water Commission that is being presented to your committee. 

My representation for support for the bill includes the importance of the visitor experience in western 

North Dakota. Travelers are fully expecting quality drinking water when they are on their vacation along 

with other toiletry functions in a lodging property. The visitor experiences encompass not only larger 

communities, but also the smaller, rural towns, and agritourism businesses, making the support of SW 

Water Pipeline Projects vital for all southwest North Dakota. 

The future Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library will be constructed soon in Medora. This legacy 

project will be bringing visitors from all over the across the country to experience his time in the 

badlands and the shaping of his political future. The infrastructure that will be needed to be put into 

place to service the visitors is important. The visitor experience also spreads over to Dickinson and the 

surrounding areas with the overflow of travelers. 

The Dickinson Convention & Visitors Bureau asks for your support of Senate Bill 2020 to improve the 

quality of the visitor experience, and to support future entrepreneurship tourism businesses that wish to 

E 
. D' Dickinson Convention & Visitors Bureau 

xecut1ve 1rectur . . 
/0l-483-4988 I 800.279.7391 I 72 E. Museum Dr. I Dickinson, ND 58601 

(} 0 @) VISITDICl<INSON .COM O (;} ~ 
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January 2023 

To: House Appropriations Education and Environment Committee 

Re: State Water Commission Budget - Senate Bill 2020 

Dear Representative Nathe and Committee Members, 

My name is Terri Thiel, a rural Stark County resident. I wish to give my personal support for Senate Bill 

2020. Our ranch is currently hooked up to SW Water, furnishing water for our cattle, horses, and 

personal home use. The quality of the water is not only vital for the health and income product of the 

sale of the livestock, but also an asset for our home life. 

My personal background with water use began in rural Minnesota in my youth with a cistern that had to 

be filled with a 1950's water tank truck, and later a commercial water truck service. Each time our use of 

water was limited and recycled to many extremes. Later I moved to Hettinger, ND, 1981, and the water 

at that time was so filled with fluoride that people's teeth were brown with white lines. The water also 

fizzed so much that it was as though an Alka-Seltzer was dropped into the glass. I then moved to south 

of Gascoyne, ND. The water was from a well that contained high levels of coal, everything was dark 

brown or black when it came out of the spouts. Later with a new well, we had water with Manganese 

that covered everything in bright orange scum. The water was manually distilled at one gallon per two 

hours (1980's), white clothes had to be brought to Bowman for washing at the laundry mat. Moving 

again, up to rural Dickinson, another well was the water source, and we were not able to drink the 

water, but instead hauled many plastic gallon jugs that were refilled weekly from the store. 

At the time of buying a larger acreage in 2007, east of Dickinson, there was no SW Water line accessing 

the new property area north of the water hookup. We decided the value of the SW Water line was 

definitely worth the large investment and had a line dug just short of a mile north of Highway 10 east of 

Dickinson. For the first time in my life, I have been able to turn on water, good water, and not have to 

worry about minerals, or filling a water tank for a cistern, or have to haul water jugs or clothing miles 

away to a laundry mat. 

Please support SB 2020 for those other residents who need the good water that SW Water provides. 

at is rovided is worth so much to residents and livestock. 

10388 35th St. SW 

Dickinson, ND 58601 
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Irrigation In North Dakota

Approx. 300,000 acres 
under irrigation

Potential for as much as 
28 million acres

Limitations include water 
availability and funding

• • • 

• • 



Value Provided by 
Irrigation
• Specialty Crops

• Value-added agriculture 

• Risk mitigation 

- . 

• 



Value Provided 
by Irrigation

• Economic Impact of Irrigation:

• 1 acre of irrigation=4 acres of 
dryland

• During drought:

• 1 acre of irrigation=6 acres of 
dryland

• 

• 

• 



Water 

Availability

• 

ND WATER AVA ILA BILITY POTENTIAL FOR ECONOM IC DEVELOPMENT 
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Funding

Available to political 
subdivision: irrigation districts

50% cost share for shared 
works

Comes out of the General 
Water bucket

• 

• • 



Permit 
Applications

FTE for permit processing

Training and software to ensure staff 
have the expertise and tools they 
need

• 

••• 1,r 

• • 



Thank you!

North Dakota Irrigation Association

• Dani Quissell

• Executive Director

• dquissell@ndwater.net

• www.ndwater.org

Like us on Facebook at:

• North Dakota Irrigation Association

- . 

• 

mailto:dquissell@ndwater.net
http://www.ndwater.org/


 

 

 

 

Testimony on SB 2020 

Senate Appropriations Education and Environment Division 

Dani Quissell, Executive Director, North Dakota Irrigation Association 

March 9, 2023 

 

Chairman Nathe and members of the House Appropriations Education and Environment 

Division, thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on SB 2020 on behalf of the North 

Dakota Irrigation Association. The Association is made up of irrigators, irrigation equipment 

dealers, businesses and others interested in supporting irrigation and irrigation development. 

 

North Dakota irrigates about 300,000 acres to produce a variety of crops including corn and 

cereal grain crops, livestock forage, and high value crops such as potatoes, sugar beets, and 

onions. Irrigation provides strong economic return, with an acre of irrigated land producing four 

times that of dryland in regular conditions and as much as six times during drought.  

 

Irrigation provides the opportunity to grow higher value crops where top yields and exceptional 

quality are necessary. High quality coupled with substantial yielding potatoes have made the 

French fry industry, located in Grand Forks and Jamestown, successful in the state. The 

acreage of onions in the state is smaller than the other crops, but this crop may have an 

important role in the future as markets are developed. Irrigation does and can diversify and 

strengthen the agricultural economy of the state.  

 

Irrigation also provides producers and agricultural processors dependability despite weather 

conditions. The drought in 2021 heightened awareness of the need for additional irrigation to 

support the growing value-added agriculture processing in the state. The Association is proud 

to partner with other commodity organizations and processors in the state to expand 

awareness of the benefits of irrigation and brainstorm ways to reduce barriers to irrigation 

development.  

 

These barriers include water availability in some areas of the state and funding for irrigation 

development. Many of the aquifers that supply water for irrigation are near full appropriation, 

meaning that there is limited opportunity for further development. The Missouri River remains 

an ideal place for future development, however. Approximately 300,000 acres in the Missouri 

River corridor have the water and soils suitable for irrigation. Additionally, the area surrounding 

the McClusky Canal has much potential for future development that could be jumpstarted with 

some policy changes from the federal government. 

 

On the funding side, the North Dakota State Water Commission (SWC) was created in 1937 to 

help develop irrigation. Today, the SWC provides financial assistance to irrigation districts for 

constructing infrastructure to convey the water to the land. The state cost share assistance for 

irrigation is limited to irrigation districts or the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, and can 
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be used for ‘shared works’. Shared works are the parts of irrigation development that occur off a 

private irrigators’ land, such as an intake out of a body of water and water pipe to private land. 

Irrigation districts can receive 50% of the cost of such works from the SWC. The funding for this 

cost share comes out of the General Water bucket. 

 

Just as important as funding for irrigation development is ensuring the Department of Water 

Resources (DWR) has the staff and resources needed to process water permit applications. 

Every irrigator must receive a water permit from the DWR. It is the DWR’s responsibility to 

ensure that new permit applications do not adversely affect those that are already using the 

water, known as prior appropriators. In order for the DWR to make timely and responsible 

decisions on these important permits, it needs staff with the skills and tools needed to analyze 

the data and process permits. The Association supports the DWR’s request for an additional 

FTE for the appropriations division. Additionally, the Association supports the DWR’s requests 

for:  

• $80,000 for professional development for appropriations staff in positions that require 

high levels of technical expertise, and that in recent years have experienced high 

turnover rates. 

• $1.6 million to expand the pushing remote sensors (PRESENS) footprint to improve 

forecasting, modeling, and overall water management. PRESENS is key to developing 

good data on aquifer levels so it is known exactly what water may be available for 

irrigation. 

• $750,000 to expand use of airborne electromagnetic surveys (AEM) technology to better 

understand the extent and availability of ground water, particularly in glaciated regions. 

• $94,665 to acquire groundwater modeling and hydrologic analysis software to perform 

many of the scientific analytical functions and related modeling activities in support of 

DWR’s water appropriation responsibilities. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.  
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Public Works 

Senate Bill 2020 
House Appropriations E&E Division 
Thursday, March 9, 2023 at 8am 
Testimonial: Gary Zuroff, Public Works Director, City of Dickinson 
  

In my capacity as Public Works Director of the City of Dickinson, I write to express my 
endorsement of funding the expansion of the Southwest Water Treatment Plant (SWTP) from 
its current six million gallons-per-day (MGD) to its eventual capacity of 18 MGD. This process 
will involve shifting the existing 12 MGD Dickinson Water Treatment Plant (DWTP) processes to 
the upgraded Southwest Plant. 

At present, the DWTP provides treated water to the Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP). It is the 
only source of treated drinking water being delivered to 33 communities, numerous bulk 
customers, and more than 7,500 rural water customers in southwest North Dakota. In 
Dickinson it provides over 25,000 people with award-winning quality water. Each day, the city’s 
residents and businesses require about six million gallons of reliable, safe water. It’s essential to 
each and every one of them - 24/7. 

Quality water is also essential to our city’s economy. Every sector of our economy relies on its 
water resources. And inevitably, any interruption in the supply of water for the growing city 
would cripple its economy and stifle its growth. Since being Southwest Water Authority’s (SWA) 
first customer in 1991, Dickinson population has grown almost 60%. It has become, by area, the 
eight largest city in the state and the most populated in the southwest. Yet, in the 10 square 
miles the city encompasses, water capacity remains a concern to developers. 
 
With a majority of the DWTP's original equipment having exceeded 50 years in age, the plant 
operators must take increasingly arduous and costly measures to keep the machinery 
functioning. Moreover, with the much of the equipment being well past intended lifespan, a 
breakdown or malfunction is a plausible danger. In the event of a malfunction or failure of a 
critical component, the plant's ability to provide treated water to southwestern North Dakota 
would be substantially hindered.  
 
Reliable treatment capabilities will help guarantee the city will continue to have its contracted 6 
MGD available and the ability to keep growing. Since building water infrastructure such as the 
water treatment plant expansion takes time, funding in the next biennium is requested for the 
ongoing prosperity of southwest communities like Dickinson. 
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Public Works 

With all of the above in mind, I am testifying in support of funding the expansion of the water 
treatment plant - a cost-efficient and lasting solution. Hastening the implementation of the 
expansion would bring immense advantage to the city, its neighboring communities, rural 
customers, and additional water systems relying on the SWPP. 

Funding the SWPP is an investment in southwest North Dakota’s future, its economic wellbeing 
and the quality of life of its residents. I ask that your financial support of this vital infrastructure 
that benefits so many people in all aspects of their lives.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Gary Zuroff, Public Works Director, 
City of Dickinson 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Testimony, SB2020 
March 9, 2023 
Prairie Room, State Capitol, Bismarck, ND 
Dennis Reep, Burleigh County WRD, ND Water Users Association, ND Water Resource 
Districts Association 
 
Chairman Nathe and Members of the House Appropriations Committee: 

 

My name is Dennis Reep and I serve on the Board of Directors for the ND Water Resource 

Districts Association as President, the ND Water Users Association, and the Burleigh 

County Water Resource District. 

 

North Dakota water interests are dependent on the state’s healthy economy and revenue 

outlook and can only be supported by a strong budget for Department of Water 

Resources’ operations and critical water project funding and grants. Water resource 

districts have a long history of providing valuable services in North Dakota to the local 

constituents in their respective counties and regions. Enabling legislation for the 

establishment of water resource districts was first passed in 1935. The responsibility of 

water resource districts includes water management from a local and regional perspective 

for beneficial uses of water, as well as for protection against flooding, erosion, and other 

detrimental effects of too much water.   

 

The beneficial uses of water and protection against damage caused by flooding is critical 

to the agricultural and other local economies, as well as the social well-being of our 

citizens. Rural flood control provides crucial drainage relief not only for North Dakota 

farms and ranches, it also reduces flood damage to township, county, and state 

infrastructure. 
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An important piece of providing these vital services has been NDDWR funding. Without 

this funding, many important flood control, water supply, erosion protection, water 

management, and beneficial use projects would not have been completed.  According to 

the North Dakota Water Development Plan, there exists approximately $1.05B in current 

needs for water projects, $605M is classified as high priority. There exists approximately 

$48M in current needs for general water management projects, and approximately $109M 

in current needs for water conveyance and local flood control projects. Water resource 

districts sponsor many of these types of projects. Our water resource districts request 

additional funding authorization for water resource districts’ projects for this upcoming 

biennium. 

 

A critical part of any water project is applying for and securing appropriate federal, state, 

and local permits.  Permit reviews and approvals are often the bottle neck or critical path 

to maintaining project schedules and correspondingly, efficient use of state and local tax 

dollars.  As the need for projects and funding for projects has increased, the capacity to 

process and approve those permits at the state level has remained stagnant due a ceiling 

on the FTE number at the NDDWR.  We support the funding of additional FTEs at the 

NDDWR to streamline the permit review and approval process, which in turn will assist 

our constituents in maintaining project momentum and facilitate the efficient use of state 

and local tax dollars. 

 

Thank you for your service to the State of North Dakota and the hard work that goes with 

it.  I would be happy to answer any questions the committee may have regarding this 

testimony. 

 

Thank you. 



Lower Heart River WRD 
P O Box 395 

Mandan, ND  58554 
 

Testimony, SB 2020 
March 9, 2023 
Prairie Room, State Capitol, Bismarck, ND 

 

Testimony From:  Jim Neubauer, City Administrator, Mandan, ND and  
Ryan Jockers, Vice-Chairman, Lower Heart WRD 

 

Chairman Nathe and Members of the House Appropriations Committee: 

We are here to present testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020 and represent the City of 

Mandan and the Lower Heart Water Resource District.   

The Lower Heart Water Resource District’s primary responsibility is assuring the Lower Heart 

River Levee System operates to successfully provide real and recognized flood protection to the 

City of Mandan and surrounding areas.  The Hurricane Katrina event in 2005 resulted in the 

United States Government through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

updating requirements for meeting federal levee safety standards.  Due to these updated 

requirements and a subsequent FEMA hydrologic and hydraulic analysis, the Lower Heart River 

Levee System was determined to be out of compliance of these new standards.  Meeting these 

standards is imperative for the economic well-being of our community as being out of 

compliance will invoke flood insurance requirements on over 2,600 residential, commercial, and 

industrial properties.  These requirements result in an estimated $10 million direct economic 
burden annually on our citizens, not to mention the additional secondary economic and social 

impacts.   

We are currently designing remediation work on the levee system and applying for state and 

federal permits to bring it up to current federal standards and maintain FEMA accreditation.  The 

State of North Dakota through the North Dakota State Water Commission has been a valuable, 

and absolutely necessary, partner to complete the work required to maintain FEMA 

accreditation and avoid the economic and social impacts of de-accreditation.  Below are some 

pertinent information bullets on the project and its status: 

• 2,600 commercial, industrial, and residential properties directly impacted. 
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House Appropriations Committee 
March 9, 2023 

Page 2 
 

o Includes critical infrastructure such as fire stations, electrical substations, 

wastewater treatment plant, city and county office buildings, transportation 

routes, etc. 

• Entire community of Mandan and surrounding areas indirectly impacted. 

• $10 million in estimated annual flood insurance requirements if de-accredited. 

• $23.3 million estimated project cost. 

• Federal benefit cost ratio is 5.7:1 

• $1.4 million already received through North Dakota State Water Commission in grants 

for design and planning studies. 

• $12.3 million estimated need from the North Dakota State Water Commission in 2023-25 

biennium if additional federal funding is not secured. 

• Have established city-wide assessment district to cover local cost share. 

• Major project features: 

o Localized levee raises and raise of Lower Unit levee segment protecting the 

Lakewood residential area 

o Geotechnical work including stability berm installation and seepage berm 

o Interior drainage improvements and replacements (pump station) 

o Floodwall replacement 

• Project schedule” 

o February 2023 – Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) Submittal 

o February 2023– Section 408 and 404 Permit Submittals 

o Fall, 2023 - Spring 2024 – Construction Bidding 

o Spring, 2024 – Construction Commencement 

o Fall, 2025 – Construction Complete  

Thank for your consideration of our testimony in support of SB 2020.  We would be happy to 

answer any questions the committee may have regarding this testimony. 

Thank you. 



  

Lower Heart River Levee 
System Improvements 

Major Project Features: 
• Localized levee raises and raise of Lower Unit 

levee segment protecting the Lakewood 
residential area 

• Geotechnical work including stability berm 
installation and seepage berm 

• Interior drainage improvements and 
replacements (pump station) 

• Floodwall replacement 

Project By The Numbers: 
• 2,600 commercial, industrial, and residential 

properties directly impacted. 
o Includes critical infrastructure such as 

fire stations, electrical substations, 
wastewater treatment plant, city and 
county office buildings, transportation 
routes, etc. 

• Entire community of Mandan and surrounding 
areas are indirectly impacted. 

• $10 million in estimated annual flood insurance 
requirements if de-accredited. 

• $23.3 million estimated project cost. 
• Federal benefit cost ratio is 5.7:1 
• $1.4 million already received through North 

Dakota State Water Commission in grants for 
design and planning studies. 

• $12.3 million estimated need from the North 
Dakota State Water Commission in 2023-25 
biennium if additional federal funding is not 
secured. 

Upcoming Project Schedule: 
• February 2023 – Conditional Letter of Map 

Revision (CLOMR) Submittal 
• February 2023– Section 408 and 404 Permit 

Submittals 
• Fall, 2023 - Spring 2024 – Construction Bidding 
• Spring, 2024 – Construction Commencement 
• Fall, 2025 – Construction Complete 
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House Appropriations Education and Environmental Division 

Senate Bill 2020 

Committee Hearing March 9, 2023 

Testimony Provided by:  Ken Royse, Chairman, ND Water Coalition 

Chairman Nathe and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Ken Royse and I serve as Chairman of the North Dakota Water Coalition. 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020 and 

state funding for water projects. 

The Water Coalition is an organization of organizations---- that is, we do not have 

individual members but rather we are a collection of organized groups, including 

water districts, regional water systems, rural water systems, joint water boards, and 

various state water groups. Included in our membership are the cities of Bismarck, 

Mandan, Williston, Minot, Grand Forks, Fargo, West Fargo, Devils Lake, Grafton, 

Lisbon, and Valley City.  

Our membership all have a common interest and a common goal; and that is to work 

in a collaborative manner toward identification and construction of water 

development projects and to send a collective and unified position on the need for 

water funding for all of our very critical projects to both the State Water Commission 

and to the Legislature. 

In today’s hearing you will hear specific project details and funding needs for a wide 

variety of projects.  These projects will include major water management projects 

and large water supply projects. You will hear testimony on behalf of all the rural 

water systems of our state, municipal water needs, irrigation development, and from 

our state’s water resource districts.    

You will quickly note that the projects you will hear about touch every corner of our 

State and every citizen of our State. They have in common that they all, individually 

and collectively, provide health, safety, economic, or social benefits which make our 

State a better place to live.   

Attached to my comments is a critical water needs summary entitled Meeting the 

Challenge, which the Water Coalition prepares each biennium to highlight the variety 

and need of water funding support. Thank you for this opportunity to offer this 

testimony, and I will respond to any questions.  
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2023-25 Critical Water Needs Summary

Water is North Dakota’s most valuable natural resource. 
Every day, our water resources are used for drinking water, 
agriculture, industry, power production, and recreation. 
Water also plays a major role in growing the state’s economy 
through its vital use in oilfield development, value-added 
agriculture, and many more industries. The significant 
growth in industrial development and population, major 
flooding events throughout the years, and the need to 
provide reliable, quality water have presented North Dakota 
with a unique set of challenges that need to be addressed 
and met. The way these challenges can be addressed is 
through sufficient funding of water projects. 

HOW WATER IS FUNDED
Today, water funding is allocated from 

the Resources Trust Fund, which was 
established in 1991 by an amendment 
to the North Dakota Constitution voted 
on by the people of North Dakota. The 
amendment, and subsequent legislation, 
directs 20.5% of the oil extraction tax to 

the Resources Trust Fund to develop water infrastructure 
projects. Resources Trust Fund dollars are appropriated 
by the legislature each biennium into funding ‘buckets,’ 
or categories, such as water supply or flood control. More 
dollars in the water supply, rural water, and capital projects 
buckets means more North Dakotans will have access to 
clean drinking water. More dollars in the flood control 
bucket means more protection for high flood-risk cities like 
Fargo, Minot, Valley City, and Mandan. 

The establishment of the Resources Trust Fund in 1991 
was a visionary move by both the people of North Dakota 
and the legislature. It has made possible investment in 
water resources that makes North Dakota the envy of our 
neighbors in the Midwest and states across the country. 
Today, the Resources Trust Fund, along with other financing 
packages like the historic bonding bill passed in 2021, 
provide valuable investment in water infrastructure that 
improves the quality of life for every North Dakotan. 

WATER FOR DRINKING AND INDUSTRY
Funding regional and rural water 

systems helps bring clean, safe, and 
quality water to over 75% of North 
Dakota and has helped strengthen 
economic development. Using regional 
water systems, which distribute water 

Meeting the
Challenge 

XIII



over large areas of the state partnering with rural and 
municipal water systems, allows North Dakota to tap 
into our largest water resource, the Missouri River, and 
deliver that abundant resource across large reaches of 
the state. The Missouri River is the water source for the 
four regional water systems: the Southwest Pipeline 
Project (SWPP), Northwest Area Water Supply Project 
(NAWS), Western Area Water Supply Project (WAWS), 
and Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP). 
Along with the state’s robust rural water systems, these 
regional systems serve all of North Dakota’s 53 counties, 
providing water to approximately 300,000 residents. 
Funding is also provided for municipal water systems, 
both those tied in with rural or regional systems and 
those that maintain systems on their own. 

PROTECTION FROM FLOOD
North Dakota has many 

water resources that are used 
to positively grow the state and 
serve its residents and businesses. 
However, sometimes water is 
destructive, a problem with which 
North Dakota is all too familiar. 

Over the 136 years of its existence as a state (and 
before), the wild and fluctuating levels of its rivers and 
lakes have resulted in devastating flooding for North 
Dakota. Without sufficient protection, these floods 
can displace people, destroy homes, and devastate 
businesses and productive crop land. Through funding 
provided by the legislature, North Dakota is diligently 
working to provide protection for urban and rural 
residents from devastating flood events. Thanks to 
bonding provided in 2021, the Fargo-Moorhead Area 
Diversion project is fully funded. Large projects like 
the Mouse/Souris River Enhanced Flood Protection 
Project, Valley City Permanent Flood Protection Project, 
and Lower Heart-City of Mandan Flood Risk Reduction 
Project still lack the funds to be completed. Additionally, 
there are many projects to provide drainage and rural 
flood protection brought forward by farmers, ranchers, 
and rural residents seeking funding in this biennium. 

IRRIGATION DEVELOPMENT
Along with destructive floods, North 

Dakota also experiences severe drought 
and years with water scarcity. Drought is 
one of the many risks faced by farmers 
and ranchers across this state. However, 
with the development of irrigation, 
droughts cease to cause the catastrophic 
ruin they can cause in areas without irrigation. In drought 
years, irrigation can increase the productivity of an acre 
of cropland six-fold. State support in irrigation can help 
North Dakota become a leader in irrigation development 
and grow the overall agriculture economy in the state.  

WHY FUND WATER
Investing in water means investing in the 

sustainable growth of North Dakota. Not 
only do water projects benefit from this 
investment, but so do North Dakotas other 
top industries and every North Dakota citizen. 
Sufficient funding for water infrastructure 
allows that state to provide one of the most 
basic necessities for life—water—to every North Dakotan 
while, at the same time, directing this resource to benefit 
agriculture, energy, tourism, and other top industries 
across the state. We have come a long way since the 
Resources Trust Fund was established more than 30 
years ago, but there is still much work left to do. We look 
forward to working with you as we develop a plan to meet 
the challenge of completing vital water infrastructure 
projects for the benefit of every North Dakotan. 

WHO WE ARE
The North Dakota Water 

Coalition is a membership 
organization, under the umbrella 
of the North Dakota Water 
Users Association, made up of 
organizations and individuals interested in funding for 
water infrastructure. Since 1994, the Water Coalition 
has worked to identify and lobby for state and federal 
funding for water projects across North Dakota. 

2023 and Beyond
Water needs are clearly greater than our resources. We must work hard to  
“Meet the Challenge” and “to meet the challenge of completing vital water  

infrastructure projects for the benefit of every North Dakotan.”

(701) 223-4615 • staff@ndwater.net 
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Program Funding
…..North Dakota Depart of Water Resources
…. Garrison Diversion Conservancy District

…. Missouri River Joint Water Board
…. Southwest Water Authority  

Missouri River EAE Program
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EAE Program I IEducate1 Advocate and Engage 

Missouri River SWOT 
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EAE Program I Ed ucate, Advocate and Engage 

The Flood That 
Never Ended 

Much ha been written on the impact that the Pick 
loan Act ha had and continue to have on tribal land m 

the i ouri Ri er ba in. ll ix main t m dam along th 
river are built on or near tribal land and all have impact 
on those lands. 

Arguably no trib - upp r ba in or low r ba in - ha 
been impact d more from th building of the dams than the 
Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Re ervation 
in central orth Dakota. The impact are well known. For 
th Fort Berthold Indian Reservation more than 150 000 
a re of land much of it prime agricultural land wa 
ubjected to a permanent flood; th reservation wa plit 

into geographic egment · long tanding and well-populated 
town communitie and public facilitie were fore er lost · 
and familie friend and neighbor w re divided. 

0th r tribe like the tanding Rock ioux Tribe in 
both orth Dakota and outh Dakota, had imilar adver e 
1mnact South Dakota trih . al. o lo. 

promi e of an abundant upply 
of low-cost hydropower for 
down tream, nontribal tate . 

Promises were made to 
variou impact d tribes. 
Foremo t wa a promi e to 
develop program for afe 
clean and dependabl drinking 
water from the Mi ouri Ri er 
sy tern. Yet more than 75 
year after that promi e wa 
made ome tribal members on th 

KEN ROYSE 
Program Manager, Missouri 

River Joint Water Board 

Fort Berthold Indian 
Re ervation and tandjng Rock Re ervation have no 
reliable water upply and have to haul water. 

Tribal impact can p rhap b be t understood by 
revi wing the not of a meeting h Id in October 1945. 
The meeting wa chaired by en. Jo eph O ahoney of 



Missouri River 
FLOOD CONTROL 

The Mi ouri River i a highly alluvial river modified ia 
re ervoir con truction under the 1944 Flood Control Act. It 
i operated by the U Army Corp of Engineer ( CE) to 
pro ide or eight authorized purpo e und r what i referred 
to a the Master Manual. One primary authorized y tern 
purpo i Flood ontrol. 

Flood Chronology -Awareness I Concerns 

The flood of record for the Mi ouri Ri er at the nited 
tate Geological urvey ( G ) tream gage at Bi marck 
.D. wa 27.9 feet. Thi wa associated with an ice jam 

break upstream from the Bi marck gage in the pring of 1952. 
The G ha de ignated the flood tage at Bi marck to be 
14 feet whit a 1 % chance e ent 100-year) is around 17 feet. 

ince the Garri on Darn clo ure that created Lake 
akakawea in 1954 oth r fl od e ent ha e created concern . 

by y tern mi management. 
Thj i far from the ca e. 

fter-action report noted the 
A E ucce fully managed 

the event, within the y tern ' 
capabilities to prevent even 
greater impact [J](2n31_ 

Flood Risks 

The 1944 Flood ontrol 
Act and the re ervoir 

MICHAEL GUNSCH 
Chairman North Dakota 

Missouri Advisory Council 

are de igned for "flood controf' not "flood prevention" 
and are managed a event occur within the y tern ' 
de ign capabilitie . ub equently flood ri k r main and 
ontinuou Iy hange a the floodp lain and channel conrution 

are morufied b both man and nature. 



EAE Program I Educate, Advocate an 

A DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES PERSPECTIVE: 
Missouri River Initiative Will 
Contribute to Continued Successes 
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EAE Progra I Educate, Advocate and Engage 

Moving Missouri River 
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EAE Program I ducate, Advo1cate a 1d Engage 
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Presentations 
… Made and 
Scheduled

• Water Topics ….  Feb. 2022

• Water Topics …  April, 2022

• Water Topics …. June, 2022

• Water Topics …. Sept 2022

• NDSWC …… April, 2022

• Garrison Diversion …. April, 2022 

• Water Topics … June, 2022

• NDWU ….. July 2022

• ND State Fair Water Day … July, 
2022

• Burleigh County WRD …. May, 
2022

• League of Cities .. Pending

• Association of Counties …  Oct 
2022

• Williston Rotary … Dec 2022

• Southwest Water Authority .. June 
2022

• ND State Water Resources … July 
2022

• Bismarck Am Vets Club …. July, 
2022

• Sheyenne River Exec Board … April, 
2022

• Devils Lake Joint Board …. Pending

• Red River Joint Board … Pending

• Upper Missouri Association .. Oct. 
2022

• Souris River Joint Board … Pending

• Williston Lions …. Dec 2022

• NDSPE …..  Pending March 22

• Red River Commission …. Pending
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What We Learned.

Significant Interest in the 
Missouri River.

•Large event attendee list

•Good cross-sectional representation

•Follow up news coverage



What We Learned.

Appreciation and Acknowledgement of 
the Resource. 

• notations of ‘good quality, abundant supply, 
affordable to treat …. ‘



What We Learned.

Apathy and Lack of Political Clout.

•Low population equals low federal 
congressional clout

•General public needs more education of 
resource value 



What We Learned.

Greater Use Possibilities.

•Irrigation development.

•Attract high water use industry.

•Encourage more recreation and tourism.   



What We Learned.

Burdensome Regulatory Issues:
Costly, time consuming and consuming permit process 
(access)

WOTUS, ESA, NEPA

Upstream interests are secondary to downstream 
interests. 



What We Learned.

• Downstream and out of basin interest in the 
water

• Continued threat of lawsuits

• Competition for power

• Possible River Compact  

Threat of Depletion of the 
River. 



What We Learned.

ANS and Environmental Concerns.

• Zebra Mussel threat to infrastructure

• Delta Formation

• Drought effects on system   



Our Goals For 
2023 …

• Continued Targeted Presentations:
• State Water Resources Convention
• State Engineers Convention
• ACEC
• Annual State Water Convention
• Upper Missouri Association Convention
• Association of Counties Annual Meeting
• League of Cities Annual Meeting
• Garrison Diversion Semi Annual Water 

Conference
• State Fair
• Possibly …. Eastern ND Stakeholder Mtg 



Our Goals For 
2023 …

• Continued Water Magazine articles:

• Colorado River in Crisis v Missouri River
• Irrigation in the State; Value added
• Sediment in the System
• Focus on MRI Benefits

• Larger Program Exposure:
• Other State Magazines
• Talk Radio
• Non-water groups



Our Financial 
Outlook 
Beyond 2023 …

• Budget in Process, but:
• Expect order of magnitude budget of $120K per 

year
• Expect continued State Sharing, indicated at 50%
• May be GDU funding available 
• Balance, up to 50%, would be about $60K and a 

local issue

• Local Funding:
• Currently the local funds are provided by  the 

member joint board members
• Challenge will be to raise up to $60K with 

limited board membership
• SWA has been a good local contributor.  



Important 
Funding Note 
…

• State Funding, if received:
• Not an Earmark

• Part of normal DWR discretionary funds

• Local Funding:
• If Joint Board cannot match the State, then 

program will be cut back

• Will likely keep only the following:
• Monthly Water Articles on the River

• Limited Public Presentations and Panel participations

• Defer on Eastern ND Stakeholder Meeting    



Colorado River Basin Study, USBR: 600,000 

acre feet yr (minimum) from the Missouri
FIGURE F4-1 
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Managing Water in the West 

Colorado River Basin 
Water Supply and Demand Study 

---=--u.s Departmenl of the Interior Oecembor 2012 
Bureau of Redamalioo 



Kansas Aqueduct Study, USCOE: 4,000,000 

acre feet yr (minimum) from the Missouri

Missouri River to Western Kansas Transfer: H 
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Officials plain to truck 6,,000 gallons of water from 
Miss,01uri River .acros.s, Ka1nsas 

California readi,es for fou1rth year of e,xtrem1e d 1roug1ht 
"Th iis is our new climate reality, and we m ust adapt ," Karla Nemeth ,, d irector of the state 

Department o f Wate r Resources., saiid in a state1m ent . 
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Rio Verde residents file lawsuit against Scottsdale 
over loss of water services 
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r· Grand Forks 
Region ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Testimony of Mr. Keith Lund 
Grand Forks Region Economic Development Corporation President & CEO 

Senate Bill 2020 
House Appropriations Committee- Education and Environment Division 

Bismarck, North Dakota - March 9, 2023 

Chairman Nathe, Vice Chair Swiontek, and members of the House Appropriations 

Committee - Education and Environment Division, my name is Keith Lund, and I am President & 

CEO of the Grand Forks Region Economic Development Corporation (EDC). I am providing 

written testimony in support of funding for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project in the 

Department of Water Resources budget contained within Senate Bill 2020. 

The Red River Valley Water Supply Project is tremendously important for population and 

industry growth in North Dakota. The Project will deliver water from the Missouri River to 

central and eastern North Dakota, which will mitigate the effects of moderate and severe 

droughts and provide a consistent and reliable water source for many North Dakota 

communities and rural water systems, which in total serve nearly half of our State's population. 

Agriculture is a key economic driver of North Dakota and Agribusiness is a key underpinning 

of the Grand Forks Region EDC's economic development strategy. Agribusiness and industry 

cannot exist without adequate water supply. The Red River Valley is one of the best places in 

the world for production agriculture, and as a result, we have tremendous opportunities to 

leverage this strength to develop agribusiness and further expand and diversify the State's 

economy. The agribusiness industry needs a reliable water supply to flourish and our capacity 

to develop this and other industries will decrease if we are not able to demonstrate a stable 

water supply. 

120 N. 4th St. I Grand Forks, ND 58203 
P 701.746.2720 I F 701.746.2725 I www.grandforks.org 



We are appreciative of the $175 million commitment for the 23-25 biennium contained in 

SB 2020 at this time. This is a significant step to ensure the project maintains momentum but 

encourage the Committee to consider reinstating the original request of $255 million to 

maintain the schedule and avoid significant inflationary impacts. Beyond the current biennium, 

we are thankful for the commitment to fund the project in 10-years or less with a $953 million 

legislative intent at a 75% cost share. This commitment will avoid multiple risks of a drawn-out 

schedule and provides great clarity for project users to commit to the project. 

In addition to State cost-share for the Red River Valley Water Supply project, we encourage 

the Committee to identify a solution to ensure full capitalization of the Water Infrastructure 

Revolving Loan Fund. Should this funding not be available to finance the local 25% cost-share, 

the Red River Valley Water Supply Project will likely become unaffordable with significant 

market financing hurdles to overcome. 

Thank you, Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek, and members of the House 

Appropriations Committee - Education and Environment Division, for your service to the State of 

North Dakota and for the opportunity to provide this written testimony. 



Pilot Basin Funding Program 

Testimony 

March 9, 2023 

Flooding is a persistent problem for residents of the Red River Basin and has resulted in a basin wide need 

for solutions to alleviate damages. To assure projects are developed in a strategic effort across the Red 

River Basin, the Red River Retention Authority (RRRA) was formed. My name is Keith Weston, and I 

currently serve as the executive director for the RRRA. Prior to this role, I worked for the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) assisting in watershed planning and conservation implementation 

throughout the Red River Basin. The RRRA is comprised of members of the Red River Joint Water Resource 

District (RRJWRD), a North Dakota political subdivision, and the Red River Watershed Management Board, 

a Minnesota political subdivision.  The primary objective of the Red River Retention Authority is to ensure 

joint, comprehensive, and strategic coordination of retention projects in the Red River of the North 

watershed and facilitating implementation and construction of retention in the Red River Valley.  The 

Authority and its members have been aggressively pursuing federal dollars to off-set local and state costs 

for retention projects and serves as an advocate for projects in the federal regulatory process.  Our 

directors seek basin-wide solutions to realize effective flood protection and flood damage reduction, 

accomplished on a strategic project-by-project basis. 

The RRRA has been successful at creating a venue for joint discussions between North Dakota and 

Minnesota in our multijurisdictional watershed to ensure a coordinated effort on a basin scale. This venue 

has been successful at increased dialog with local, state, and federal regulators and funding sources alike. 

One of our largest successes as an organization was to secure $12 million in federal funding from the NRCS 

through their Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). The funding was awarded to the RRRA 

in May 2015. The RRRA facilitated individual County Water Resource Districts (WRD) to enter into a 

funding agreement with NRCS to use the RCPP funds for assistance in completing NRCS Watershed Plans, 

recognizing that completion of an NRCS Watershed Plan would be required to further capitalize on federal 

funding. In total, eight NRCS watershed planning efforts were started in North Dakota. Planning began in 

early 2016 for most efforts and has been ongoing since. 

For County WRDs that complete an NRCS Watershed Plan, NRCS provides opportunity for federal technical 

and financial assistance for construction. This program is known as the NRCS Watershed Program and is 

administered by federal Public Law 83-566 (PL-566). The NRCS Watershed Program has a long history of 

success in North Dakota, including construction of many small watershed dams, flood control projects, 

and agricultural drainage projects throughout the state. The federal program was well funded in the 

1950s, -60s, and -70s when many of these projects were built. After this time, federal funding was limited 

and project development through the program halted. The federal program has recently been funded 

again through the federal farm bill and discretionary federal appropriations. This has created an 

opportunity for North Dakota to bring significant federal funding into the state to address our water 

management issues. 

Several of the NRCS Watershed Plans funded through RCPP are nearing completion. In addition, several 

County WRDs have started NRCS Watershed Planning to revisit several high hazard watershed dams 

previously constructed through the program to evaluate opportunities to rehabilitate each structure for 

current dam safety, environmental, and societal concerns. Completion of an NRCS Watershed Plan is a 

rigorous effort that engages all stakeholders, regulatory entities, and the general public. Problems are 

clearly defined within the specific watershed, alternatives are developed and vetted, and decisions on the 
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preferred alternative are arrived at. The planning process results in projects that are locally acceptable, 

permittable, and feasible. Both rehabilitation of deteriorating older watershed dams along with 

implementation of new projects is needed within the Red River Basin. If successful on all projects, the 

federal investment through the on-going watershed planning efforts would result in over 3-dollars of 

federal investment for every 1-dollar invested non-federally.   

While the program presents a significant opportunity for North Dakota, it isn’t without challenges. First is 

the strenuous planning completed by the sponsoring County WRD. The planning effort takes time and can 

lead to fatigue from all of those involved, including landowners and residents that may be called upon to 

assist in financing the non-federal portion of the project. In addition, while the program does provide an 

opportunity for a significant federal investment into North Dakota, often the non-federal share may still 

be cost prohibitive. Financing needs for County resources are high, and often WRD funding has to be 

weighed against other County needs. County WRDs have the power to assess costs to landowners, 

however local appetite for additional taxes with consideration to all County needs can be a challenge. 

Under current financing options, construction would likely be staggered based on annual cash-flow 

available to the County WRDs. This scenario would most certainly result in increased costs due to the 

staggering inflation that has hit the construction industry. Federal funding could also be jeopardized if 

program funding is again limited in future years. Ultimately, delaying these projects will lead to an 

increased cost to the state of North Dakota and its residents. And lastly, current eligibility requirements 

for North Dakota Department of Water Resources (DWR) cost share can create a challenge for many of 

these projects. In several instances the NRCS has decided to proceed with an alternative that provides 

additional ancillary benefits, primarily to natural resources and the environment. The additional benefits 

come at an increased cost that reduces cost effectiveness when considered strictly from a flood control 

perspective. The additional benefits created the opportunity for significant federal investment, however, 

it would also result in the projects being unfairly ranked on a benefit-to-cost basis because of the 

increased total costs. The current eligibility requirements do not fully consider the benefits of federal 

investments into North Dakota’s water management projects with regard to reduced demand on state 

and local funding sources.  

We propose a pilot watershed funding program to incentivize County WRDs to continue to pursue a 

federal investment through the NRCS Watershed Program into North Dakota’s water management 

challenges. In total, we estimate construction costs of $115 million within the next biennium if all NRCS 

Watershed Plans are completed on their current timeline. This would result in $79 million in federal 

investment and require $36 million in state/local funds. Under our proposal, the program would provide 

75% cost share to eligible projects to incentivize continued federal investment. The maximum anticipated 

funding need is $27 million through our pilot funding proposal, with the most likely funding need being 

closer to $12 million within this biennium. However, recognizing that this approach is a pilot approach 

and traditional DWR cost share will likely be available for several projects, we request $7.8 million to be 

funded in the pilot program for this biennium. This is anticipated to fund two high priority projects this 

biennium. The RRJWRD would secure the funding for the Red River Basin and administer funding to 

projects in North Dakota developed by their member districts. 

In closing, ensuring the success of water management projects with federal funding is in the best interest 

of North Dakota. The 3.2:1 return on federal dollars for every non-federal dollar invested represents a 

significant savings to the state and its residents. Local residents and County WRDs should be incentivized 

to further pursue federal funding to lessen the future demands on state funds. Once completed, projects 

funded through this proposal will be an asset to the state of North Dakota long into the future. 
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1 Beltrami Island SF MN Planning Ceased 

2 Klondike MN Active WO Project 

3 Middle-Snake-Tamarac JD-19 MN Active WD Project 

4 Middle-Snake-Tamarac JD-14 MN Active WO Project 

5 Four Legged Lake MN Planning Ceased 

6 Pine Lake MN Active WD Project 

7 Upper Sandhill River MN Active WO Project 

8 Green Meadow MN Planning Ceased 

9 Moccasin Creek MN Planning Ceased 

10 South Branch Wild Rice River MN Planning Ceased 

11 Bois De Sioux Direct MN Planning Ceased 

Siou. 12 Whitney Lake MN Active WD Project 

' 13 North Br. Park River ND Plan Complete 

14 Forest River ND Planning Ceased 

15 Upper Maple River ND Active WRD Project 

16 Rush River ND Plan Complete 

17 Swan Creek ND Planning Ceased 

18 Antelope Creek ND Active WRD Project 

19 Tongue River ND Plan Complete 

20 Shortfoot Creek ND Active WRD Project 
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Park River Joint Water Resource District 

North Branch Park River Watershed Project 

FY2023-2025 Legislative Fact Sheet 

 

Proposers: 

Park River Joint Water Resource 

District (PRJWRD) 

Watershed Location: 

Pembina County, ND 

Walsh County, ND 

Cavalier County, ND 

Description: 

The Park River Joint Water Resource 

District (PRJWRD) was formed to 

evaluate flood damage reduction 

alternatives in the North Branch Park 

River Watershed following severe 

flooding during spring and early 

summer of 2013. Member Districts 

include Walsh County Water Resource District and Pembina County Water Resource District. The PRJWRD began watershed planning 

through an agreement with NRCS with the intent of developing a project that would qualify for federal funding assistance through the 

NRCS Watershed Program. The planning process began in 2016 and included a rigorous review of watershed issues and vetting 

alternatives. The planning included input from the general public, regulatory agencies, and other local stakeholders. 

The planning effort resulted in the development of a flood water 

retention project along the Cart Creek, which is a flood prone tributary 

of the North Branch Park River. The project will provide flood damage 

reduction benefits to downstream agricultural land, infrastructure, 

and flood prone communities. To meet NRCS program requirements, 

additional amenities were added to the project to enhance water 

quality and wildlife habitat. The project was able to demonstrate a 

commitment to international water quality agreements along the Red 

River through reductions to phosphorus levels in downstream water 

courses.  

The project consists of construction of diversion channels and 

embankments to route flood waters from Cart Creek into a section of 

flood prone land. Embankments would be used to hold water in the 

retention area. Discharges would be regulated through a control 

structure that would use the available storage to reduce downstream 

peak flow rates. As an example, 100-year peak discharges at the 

downstream community of Crystal, ND would be reduced nearly 30%. 

In total, the project would provide 2,590 acre-feet of storage at peak 

flood pool levels. Several management practices within the flood pool 

would be implemented to provide for the water quality and habitat 

benefits required for NRCS funding. 
86TH ST NE 

Excavation 

Embankment 

Principal Spillway Crest 

Auxiliary Spillway Crest 

Top of Dam 

86TH STNE 



Current Status: (As of January 2023) 

The PRJWRD is working with NRCS to finalize the Watershed Plan and Environmental Document. We anticipate this to be completed 

in early 2023, at which time federal funds will be authorized to begin final design. The PRJWRD anticipates moving through final design, 

permitting, funding, and landowner outreach in 2023 and 2024, with construction in 2025. Before moving into construction, the 

PRJWRD needs to finalize a funding package for the non-federal portion of the project. 

Funding Needs: 

The project qualifies for funding through the NRCS Watershed Program. Based on current cost estimates, federal funds would cover 

nearly 80% of the total project costs. The breakdown below provides the current cost estimate for the project and the required non-

federal match. The cost estimate represents anticipated costs as of 2022, however delayed funding would likely increase project costs 

due to inflation of land and construction costs.      

Total Project Costs    $ 12.23 Mil. 

• Federal (NRCS Watershed Program) $   9.66 Mil. 

• Non-Federal Match   $   2.57 Mil. 



Cass County Joint Water Resource District 

Upper Maple River Watershed – Retention Site 
Legislative Information Fact Sheet – FY2023-2025 

 

Sponsor: 

Cass County Joint Water Resource District 

With Cooperation from the Barnes County Water Resource District and the Steele County Water 

Resource District. (a new tri-county water resource district is likely to be formed) 

 

Watershed Area: 

Cass County, Barnes County and Steele County, ND 

 

Description: 

Cass County has separated its County Water Resource District (WRD) into four Districts based on the 

watershed areas in the County; the Maple River WRD, Rush River WRD, Southeast Cass WRD and North 

Cass WRD. These 4 water resource districts then formed a Cass County Joint Water Resource District 

(CCJWRD) to address common interests and develop flood damage reduction projects within Cass 

County.  

 

The CCJWRD received a cooperative agreement with NRCS to develop a watershed plan for the Upper 

Maple River watershed area that hopefully would conclude with a flood damage reduction project that 

would be eligible for Federal Program funding. A planning team was formed with participation from 

federal and state agencies, local landowners, local officials, and participation from the three water 

resource districts. (Cass, Barnes & Steele). There were many alternatives analyzed and considered to 

alleviate flooding conditions in the watershed. The planning process led to the preferred alternative, a 

flood water retention project with additional benefits to improve water quality and wildlife habitat. The 

chosen alternative also provides benefit to international treaty agreements with Canada, providing 

reductions to phosphorus downstream in the Red River watershed. 

 

The Preferred Alternative, known in the plan as Site 2A, entails construction of a dry dam with interior 

features for the purpose of nutrient reduction and wildlife habitat.  The primary dam structure will 

provide temporary (less than one week) floodwater retention during peak flow events. This project will 

control a drainage area of 59.7 square miles and has embankment length of 2.3 miles, maximum height 

of 31 feet, 48-inch principal spillway conduit, and structural concrete auxiliary spillway to create 2,863 

acre-feet of flood storage at the auxiliary spillway crest. In addition to the flood protection the project 

will also create approximately 240 acres of biomass harvest areas and approximately 230 acres of 

wetland improvements meeting goals of flood protection with wildlife enhancement and water quality 

improvements.  

Current Status:  

The initial plan has been reviewed and commented on by the NRCS. They have indicated the watershed 

plan would be eligible for funding under the Watershed Operations Program. The final stages of the 

watershed plan and environmental impact statement are being updated. This plan should be completed 



in the 1st quarter of 2023. Final review and approval from NRCS would be anticipated by the end of 

2023. The CCJWRD would then begin final design, permitting, financial commitments, and landowner 

meetings and right-of-way in 2024. Construction would likely begin in early 2025. 

 

Funding:  

This project is eligible for funding through the NRCS 

Watershed Operations Program. The federal funds 

cover 75% of the construction and design costs, 50% 

of the mitigation features and the local sponsors are 

responsible for all right-of-way, utility relocations and 

permitting costs with non-federal sources. 

 

Estimated Total Project Costs   

$14.80 million (in 2022 $) 

Federal Funds – NRCS Watershed Operations:   

$    8.00 million 

Local/Non Federal Sources:   

  $    6.80 million 
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Testimony of Brandon Bochenski, Grand Forks Mayor 
Senate Bill 2020 

 House Appropriations Committee – Education & Environment Division 
Bismarck, North Dakota – March 9, 2023 

 
Good morning, Chairman Nathe and members of the House Appropriations Committee 

Education and Environment Division. I am Brandon Bochenski, the Mayor of Grand Forks. I am 

here in support of funding for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project funding in Senate Bill 

2020, the Department of Water Resources budget.  

The Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion) and Lake Agassiz Water 

Authority (Lake Agassiz) are cosponsors of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. Grand 

Forks is one of the largest end users of the Project and is also a member of Lake Agassiz. The 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project will mitigate the effects of moderate and severe droughts 

for the City of Grand Forks and for many North Dakota communities and rural water systems in 

central and eastern North Dakota. 

We are requesting $255 million dollars, to be matched with $85 million in local cost-share, 

to complete $340 million in project work this coming biennium. A financially efficient 

construction timeline is necessary to reduce risks and is paramount when you consider the cost 

of recovery from a decade long drought like the Dust Bowl. Another 1930s-style drought would 

cost the entire State of North Dakota $33 billion.  

I am thankful for the work done so far on Senate Bill 2020 to include a State commitment 

of $953 million to complete the Red River Valley Water Supply and $175 million for the 2023-

2025 biennium. The importance of a strong State partnership cannot be understated, and I 

want to express my appreciate for your support.  

I believe it is prudent for the State and the Project’s end users to work together to get 

the Red River Valley Water Supply Project completed before construction costs increase any 

further due to inflation. Maintaining the State’s commitment to completing construction, as 
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included in SB 2020, will allow for a cost-efficient construction schedule and will reduce our risk 

of impacts from continuing inflation.  

Thank you, Chairman Nathe and members of the House Appropriations Committee 

Education and Environment Division for listening to my testimony. 
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Testimony of Lake Agassiz Water Authority 
 
Senate Bill 2020  
 House Appropriations Committee – Education and Environment Division 
Bismarck, North Dakota – March 9, 2023 
 
 

Chairman Nathe and members of the House Appropriations Committee – Education and 

Environment Division. My name is Tim Mahoney and I am Chair of the Lake Agassiz Water 

Authority (LAWA) Board and Mayor of Fargo. LAWA was created by the North Dakota legislature 

in 2003 to represent the local users, the cities and rural water systems, of the Red River Valley 

Water Supply Project. LAWA and the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison 

Diversion) are cosponsors of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project.  

I am here to testify in support of funding in the Department of Water Resources budget, SB 

2020, for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. I’m also here in support of ensuring local 

affordability of the project by providing access to flexible, long-term financing.  

I appreciate the efforts by the Senate to include $953 million commitment by the State of 

North Dakota to fund the Red River Valley Water Supply Project to completion. This State 

commitment helps provide certainty for our end user and gives us confidence the Red River 

Valley Water Supply will come to fruition. Cities and rural water systems are asked to invest in 

the Project through the local share requirement, therefore a financial commitment from the 

State to see the project through completion is a meaningful sign of support.   

 I am here today to ask the House Education and Environment Committee to consider 

LAWA and Garrison Diversion’s request for $255 million dollars to construct 43 miles of pipeline 

and to design an additional 72 miles so the project can remain on a cost-effective timeline. The 

$255 million request, along with $85 million of local funding, will allow us to move the Project 

forward in a timely manner.  
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Now is the time for the State to harness the natural resources provided by the Missouri 

River. Time is of the essence, as a cost-efficient construction schedule reduces the risk of 

ongoing inflation and reduces the political risks associated with competition from other States 

wishing to access the Missouri River downstream.  

Now is the time to invest in the Red River Valley Water Supply Project as it will benefit 

future generations and safeguard the water supply of nearly HALF of North Dakota’s population. 

Thank you, Chairman Nathe and members of the Committee for the opportunity to provide 

testimony. 



 

The City of West Fargo supports SB 2020.  
Page 1 of 2 

 

Testimony on SB 2020 
Presented to the House Appropriations Committee 

Prepared by Bernie Dardis, West Fargo Commission President 
March 9, 2023 

 

Chairman Nathe, Vice-Chairman Swiontek, and members of the House 1 

Appropriations Committee Education and Environment Division: My name is Bernie 2 

Dardis and I am the Commission President for the City of West Fargo. I am here to testify 3 

in support of the funding included in Senate Bill 2020, the Department of Water 4 

Resources budget, to move the Red River Valley Water Supply Project forward this 5 

biennium and to ensure the completion of the project in a timely manner.  6 

As of 2023, West Fargo has a population of more than 40,000 residents and is 7 

known as “A City on the Grow,” as it is one of the fastest growing cities in the state. West 8 

Fargo is part of a regional water system operated by the City of Fargo and includes 9 

multiple cities and rural systems in Cass County. Both Cities and greater Cass County will 10 

benefit from the supplemental and industrial water supply from the Red River Valley 11 

Water Supply Project.  12 

In addition to safeguarding water for domestic use, access to industrial water 13 

from the Red River Valley Water Supply Project is needed as West Fargo endeavors to 14 

attract and diversify its economic opportunities. Continued economic development is 15 

an important aspect of West Fargo’s strategic efforts to relieve some of the property tax 16 

pressure off our residents.    17 

The residents and businesses in West Fargo will contribute a fair share of the local 18 

cost-share that will be available upon approval of funding for the project. We are 19 

grateful for the current inclusion of $175 million for the RRVWSP in the Department of 20 

Water Resources budget, as well as the state commitment to the Project in the form of 21 
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The City of West Fargo supports SB 2020.                                                    
Page 2 of 2 

 

$953 million. Please continue to support this drought mitigation Project that will benefit 22 

West Fargo and approximately 50% of North Dakota’s population.  23 

Thank you, Chairman Nathe and members of the House Appropriations 24 

Committee Education and Environment Division for the opportunity to provide 25 

testimony. 26 
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House Appropriations Committee - Education and Environment Division 

Representative Mike Nathe, Chairman 

March 9, 2023 

Chairman Nathe, Members of the House Appropriations Committee- Education and 

Environment Division: 

My name is Keith Hunke, and I am the City Administrator for the City of Bismarck. 

I am providing written testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020. 

Senate Bill 2020 provides the appropriation for defraying the expenses of the Department of 

Water Resources. Appropriations for water supply grants, discretionary funds for water 

projects, general water projects are included in Senate Bill 2020. 

The City of Bismarck has appreciated the collaboration between the Department of Water 

Resources team members and City of Bismarck team members involved in preparing the 2023-

2025 ND Department of Water Resources State Water Plan. Bismarck has several water utility 

projects included in the State Water Plan. These projects include the Ash Coulee watermain; 

cast iron watermain replacements including lead service lines, various valve & hydrant 

replacements; and the 10 million gallon per day water treatment plant expansion project. 

The Bismarck Water Utility provides regional service to the University of Mary (3,800+ students 

& faculty), South Central Regional Water District (8,000+ users), United Tribes Technical College 

(900+ students & faculty), and the City of Lincoln ( 4,300+ population) along with service to 

Bismarck (22,000+ customer accounts; 74,000+ population). 

Bismarck's 10 million gallon per day water treatment plant expansion project will meet peak 

demands through 2040. 

Bismarck's cast iron watermain replacement projects are addressing health and safety issues 

with the removal of lead service lines and increasing fire flows in the oldest parts of Bismarck. 

The Ash Coulee watermain project is necessary due to increased growth in north Bismarck. 

Additional project information is attached to my testimony. 

Favorable consideration and appropriation of funding for Senate Bill 2020 and Bismarck's water 

utility projects would be greatly appreciated. 

I urge you to give SB 2020 a DO PASS recommendation. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020. I am happy 

to stand for any questions the Committee may have. 

Keith J. Hunke, City Administrator 

City of Bismarck 

701-355-1300 

khunke@bismarcknd.gov 



~~ Bismarck 
PUBLIC WORKS 

City of Bismarck Public Works - Utility Operations 
2023-2025 Capital Projects Overview 

Bismarck has invested $40M in awarded contracts in the last three years (2020-
2022) for watermain repairs, disinfecting and dewatering projects. There are 
several additional water utility projects, representing a tremendous amount of 
work and planning, that will affect our local and regional residents in the 
immediate future for which we are seeking state grant funding assistance. 

Water Needs - $SOM Grant 

$43M in grant funding for the WTP Expansion Project has 
been submitted in the 2023-2025 ND Department of 
Water Resources State Water Plan. The Expansion Project 
will alleviate shortages experienced and increase output 
capacity to 40 million gallons per day. This is expected to 
have an overall cost of $72M with $29M being funded by 

City of Bismarck utility fees. The water plant provides regional service to 
University of Mary, South Central Regional Water District, United Tribes 
Technical College, and City of Lincoln. Design work is underway. 

Two additional projects for $6M and $675K in grant funding are also submitted 
for Cast iron Watermain Replacements and an Ash Coulee Drive Watermain 
extension in the 2023-2025 State Water Plan. The remaining costs would be 
covered by Bismarck utility fees. Design work is underway. 

For any additional information, please contact 
Mayor Mike Schmitz, 701-934-5040 (c), 701-355-1300 (o) 

mschmitz@bismarcknd.gov or 
Keith J. Hunke, 701-220-5878 (c), 707-355-1300 (o), 

khunke@bismarcknd.gov 



Water Treatment Plant Expansion: $72 Million 
• Surface Intake Pumps 
• Source Water Blending Structure 
• Site Piping 
• Prepare Diversion Basins and Superpulsators as 

Pretreatment for Membranes 
• Procurement of Electrical Equipment 
• Procurement of Ultrafiltration and Reverse 

Osmosis Membranes 
• Construction of UF Break Tank, RO Break Tank and 

Backwash Holding Tank 
• Construction of Membrane Building 
• Installation of Membrane Systems and Process Piping 
• Installation of Membrane Feed and Backwash Pumps 
• Installation of Mechanical and Electrical in Membrane 

Building 
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City of Bismarck 10 Mfllion Gallon Per Day WTP Expansion 

• Preliminary Design Began - November 2022 

• CMAR Proposals Received -January 27, 2023 

• CMAR Interviews/Selection - March 2023 

• Bid Package Prep & Bid Starting- February 2024 

• Ultrafiltration and Reverse Osmosis Merribrane Procurement-- May 2024; 
Estimated Cost of $8. 75 Million 

• Significant Project Completion - February 202(> 

• Final Project Completion - May 2026 

• Total Estimated Project Cost= $72 Million 



City of Bismarck - DWR/SWC projects 

Name 
Bismarck Wastewater Treatment Plant Effluent Flood Control - Preconstruction 

Bismarck Wastewater Treatment Plant Effluent Flood Control - Construction 
43rd Ave Water System Expansion Phase 1 

43rd Ave Water System Expansion Phase 2 

Lockport Pump Station 

Bismarck WU137 Watermain Replacement 

Bismarck Water Treatment Plant Improvements - Filters 1-6 & Effluent Piping 

Bismarck Water Treatment Plant Expansion - PreConstruction/Design 

Tom O'Leary Water Intake Improvements (Parks & Rec} 

2023 Water Main Replacement WU140 (pending-$2,301,360 requested} 

Approved Cost-Share Balance 

10/14/2021 $72,000 $9,176 

8/11/2022 $170,009 $170,009 

6/8/2021 $584,000 $113,110 

4/12/2022 $2,936,000 $259,083 

10/8/2020 $2,955,000 $216,378 

6/7/2022 $2,170,000 $1,766,799 

8/11/2022 $2,307,000 $2,288,508 

8/1/2022 $2,794,000 $2,794,000 

9/2/2022 $49,600 $49,600 

$14,037,609 $7,666,663 



House Appropriations – Education and Environment Division 

Chairman – Representative Mike Nathe 

March 9, 2023 

 

Joint Testimony of:  

 

Tom Ross 

Mayor, City of Minot 

tom.ross@minotnd.org 

(701) 721-7763 

 

David Ashley 

Chairman, Souris River Joint Board 

dashley@mouseriverplan.com 

(701) 626-1566 

 

SB 2020 

SLIDE 1 – Tom Ross  

Chairman Nathe and members of the House Appropriations Education and Environment Division, my 

name is Tom Ross. I am the mayor of Minot. I am here today to speak in support of Senate Bill 2020 and 

the allocation needed to continue progress on the Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection Project.  

With me today, is David Ashley, Chairman of the Souris River Joint Board. We will be presenting jointly 

today.  

This summer will mark 12 years since the 2011 flood devastated Minot and the surrounding region. We 

have come a long way as a community and as a basin, and much of that progress is a result of the 

support from the North Dakota Legislature. For that, we are very grateful.  

We have uploaded this joint testimony along with a series of slides and a supplemental handout. Our 

intent is to cover three topics with you today.  

First, we wish to update you regarding the status of the current biennium appropriations and how that 

funding is being utilized.  

Second, we want to share good news regarding the overall budget of the project and how our work to 

secure federal funding has reduced the anticipated State share of the project.  

Finally, we want to talk about a financial plan to finish this project by 2035 and how we would utilize this 

upcoming biennium’s appropriation, if approved.  

David Ashley is going to say a few words and cover slides 2 through 19, and then I will be back at the 

podium to wrap up with slides 20 through 24.  
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SLIDE 2 – David Ashley  

On behalf of the Souris River Joint Board, let me also say ‘thank you’ for your support for this regional 

flood protection project.  

The information shown on this slide illustrates the sources and uses for the current biennium’s 

appropriation to the Mouse River project. A total of $84.5 million was appropriated, with $74.5 million 

coming through House Bill 1431 (also known as the bonding bill) and the balance of $10 million coming 

through House Bill 1020, the Department of Water Resources budget bill.  

The appropriated funding was then allocated by the State Water Commission, with $71.35 million going 

to the Souris River Joint Board for construction, engineering and acquisitions generally outside Minot 

city limits, and the balance of $13.15 million going to the City of Minot for acquisitions within Minot city 

limits.  

SLIDE 3 – David Ashley 

The table on this slide indicates the individual activities included in the original work plan for the current 

biennium. Generally, we had approximately $22.5 million total in acquisitions, $12 million total in 

engineering and permitting, and $92 million in construction, for a total program of $126.5 million. The 

State share of that total was $84.5 million.  

SLIDE 4 – David Ashley 

This slide shows graphically where the activities were located in Minot, with design activities shown in 

maroon and construction activities shown in orange. The bulk of the construction funding is being used 

to construct the Northeast Tieback Floodwall in northeast Minot.  

SLIDE 5 – David Ashley 

We have split the Minot system into three separate milestones, with each having the ability to function 

independently. Thanks to your previous support, we have been able to make significant progress 

towards Minot Milestone 1. The fully funded portions are shown in the solid green lines and the portion 

yet to be funded is shown with a dashed green line. This dashed area is known as the Maple Diversion, 

and is the portion of the project which has a federal interest and a federal funding partner through the 

US Army Corps of Engineers. In January 2022, an announcement was made by Senator Hoeven that 

$61.45 million was appropriated for this portion of the project.  

SLIDE 6 – David Ashley  

This slide shows FEMA’s proposed regulatory floodplain through Minot. As you can see, there are 

thousands of homes within their proposed floodplain. The owners of these homes would generally be 

required to purchase high risk flood insurance if they have any type of mortgage or debt on their 

property. This is a major economic hardship, with projected premiums exceeding $10,000 annually for 

some of the lowest-lying homes.  

  



SLIDE 7 – David Ashley 

This is how the completion of Minot Milestone 1 will affect that regulatory floodplain. Approximately 

60% of the homes within the regulatory floodplain in Minot would be mapped out, once the Maple 

Diversion is completed. While this is a significant improvement within Minot, it’s important to point out 

that two additional milestones will still remain to be achieved.  

SLIDE 8 – David Ashley 

We’ve also been completing work outside of Minot. Our work plan includes the replacement of three 

bridges to eliminate bottlenecks along the river at Mouse River Park in Renville County and also at 

Sawyer and Velva, downstream of Minot. In addition, the design of the levee at Robinwood, located 

west of Minot, is included in the current biennium work plan.  

SLIDE 9 – David Ashley 

Levee work in Burlington is substantially complete. Final cleanup, paving, and landscaping will be 

completed this spring. But if Burlington were to see a flood of similar magnitude to what was 

experienced in 2011, the community would be safe without much emergency effort. We look forward to 

celebrating this milestone in Burlington next spring, and we hope that you would be able to join us in 

that celebration.  

 SLIDE 10 – David Ashley  

During the last legislative session, House Bill 1020 included legislative intent related to the anticipated 

State share necessary to complete the project. That figure was estimated to be $604 million, with the 

final appropriation being made in the 39-41 Biennium. With the current biennium appropriation of 

$84.5 million, the remaining State share, per the legislative intent, would be $519.5 million. We have 

done some significant work to improve upon that remaining commitment.  

SLIDE 11 – David Ashley 

Since the 2021 legislative session, the Souris River Joint Board and the City of Minot have secured 

approximately $71 million in federal funding for the project – with $61.5 million through the US Army 

Corps of Engineers and $9.8 million through the Department of Defense.  

The federal grants are used to reduce both the State and local shares of the project. For every $1.00 of 

federal funding secured for construction of the project, it reduces the projected State share by $0.65.  

We have been working diligently with the City of Minot on the local funding related to the project, and 

they have been exceptional partners. With the legislature’s generosity in the last session and the federal 

funding injection into the project, we are in an excellent position to complete this project.  

SLIDE 12 – David Ashley 

We want this project done by 2035, and we think it is absolutely achievable. To get this done by 2035, 

the average appropriation level would be about $8 million less per biennium than what we are working 

with currently. We have developed three funding scenarios to illustrate the benefit to the State and to 

local stakeholders of expediting the completion of the project.  

  



SLIDE 13 – David Ashley 

The average appropriation level for the project since 2011 has been approximately $52 million per 

biennium. If we were to continue at that rate, the project would be complete by around 2041. There 

would be $687 million of improvements remaining with this approach.  

SLIDE 14 – David Ashley 

This slide shows a second scenario which would allow us to complete this project sooner and at a lower 

cost to the taxpayer. At a levelized appropriation of $76.1 million per biennium, the final appropriation 

would be made in the 31-33 biennium and we would be able to have the project complete by 2035. 

With this approach, the total cost of the work remaining would be $640 million. Total cost savings would 

be $47 million as compared to Scenario 1, with the State’s share being approximately $32 million of the 

total.   

SLIDE 15 – David Ashley 

A third scenario has been developed which would front-load the appropriation with $100 million for the 

next biennium, with the amount tailing off to approximately $64 million in the 31-33 biennium. With this 

approach, the total cost of the work remaining would be $632 million. Total cost savings would be $55 

million as compared to Scenario 1, with the State’s share being approximately $37 million of the total.  

SLIDE 16 – David Ashley 

The Senate put legislative intent language within Senate Bill 2020 which defines the appropriation level 

for the upcoming biennium, as well as a cap on the total appropriation to the project from today 

through the completion. The downside of this language is that it does not lay out an intended plan for 

the future. In general, the language is consistent with what we have proposed in Scenario 2, but we are 

asking the House to strengthen that language.  

SLIDE 17 – David Ashley 

We are suggesting two alternatives for legislative intent language, based on Scenarios 2 and 3 that we 

have referenced previously. The difference with our suggested language is that it is specific for this 

biennium while laying out the legislature’s plan to finish this project with a final appropriation in the 

2031-33 biennium.  

SLIDE 18 – David Ashley 

We understand that this legislature can not bind the next, and we aren’t asking this legislature to do 

that. But we feel that this language communicates a schedule to completing this project that is absent in 

the current Senate version. The language also gives the project sponsor a basis for planning and 

execution of project phases in the future. We understand that the appropriation levels may change in 

the future depending on revenues, but having a plan to finish this project gives the project sponsor a 

solid-enough footing to get phases of a certain size or type ready for construction in the upcoming 

biennium if there is an indication of what that funding level is expected to be. Our suggested legislative 

intent language is based on previous language included for the Fargo Diversion, so we don’t feel these 

are uncharted or perilous waters for this Legislature.  

  



SLIDE 19 – David Ashley 

If Scenario 3 was supported by the Legislature, this chart depicts our proposed work plan for the 

upcoming biennium. Generally, acquisitions would total approximately $26 million, design and 

permitting would total $3 million, and construction would represent the bulk of the investment at 

approximately $182 million. The total program for the next biennium would be approximately $211 

million, with the State share being $100 million of the total. As I mentioned previously, the City of Minot 

has been a steadfast supporter of the work of the Souris River Joint Board. Mayor Ross will speak to 

Minot’s perspectives on funding scenarios and fast-tracking the completion of this project.  

SLIDE 20 – Tom Ross 

We are asking for your support of either Scenario 2 or Scenario 3. We have coordinated both of these 

approaches with our ability to finance the required local match and feel confident moving forward with 

either of these scenarios. Because Scenario 3 offers an $8 million overall savings as compared to 

Scenario 2, we would prefer Scenario 3.  

SLIDE 21 – Tom Ross 

If the Legislature supports Scenario 3, it could reduce the amount pledged by the State during the last 

session by up to $143.5 million. How is this possible? The influx of federal funding that we mentioned 

combined with shortening the implementation schedule to combat the effects of inflation.  

SLIDE 22 – Tom Ross 

Savings for North Dakota residents go beyond the capital cost savings. As Dave Ashley mentioned 

previously, flood insurance reforms will continue to affect Mouse River valley residents as a result of 

two factors: (1) Congressional reforms of the National Flood Insurance Program which will phase out the 

federal subsidy of the program, and (2) revised Flood Insurance Rate Maps for the valley which will place 

approximately 3,000 properties in the regulatory floodplain.  

SLIDE 23 – Tom Ross 

The rough economics associated with these two factors are that Minot residents will be paying about $9 

million per year in mandatory flood insurance premiums. In addition to impacting a family’s bottom line, 

the flood insurance requirements will significantly devalue properties within the valley. Many of these 

properties carry multiple debt instruments, including a mortgage and disaster assistance loans provided 

through the Small Business Administration following the flood. 

Additionally, the 2011 flood caused $1 billion in damage to public and private property. Construction of 

the project prevents those damages from occurring in the future, should we experience another flood 

similar to 2011.  

SLIDE 24 – Tom Ross 

Once again, thank you for your leadership and your steadfast support of Minot and the basin as we 

continue to recover from the 2011 flood and rebuild the community for future generations of North 

Dakotans.  



PREVIOUS FUNDING

To date, the project has received funding from State, federal and local agencies totaling approximately $535 million, 
with $313.2 million being provided by the State of North Dakota. This funding has been used for acquisitions, 
relocations, design, permitting and construction activities. The average State appropriation level for the Mouse 
River Enhanced Flood Protection Project has been $52.2 million per biennium since 2011.

Faster Implementation Will Save the State 
of North Dakota Millions

PROJECT FINANCIAL SUMMARY
BASIN-WIDE FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT
FOR MINOT, RURAL COMMUNITIES, AND BASIN RESIDENTS

JANUARY 2023

INFLATION

Thus far, the project has been able to counteract the 
effects of inflation through value engineering and 
receipt of competitive construction bids. 

The Souris River Joint Board continuously evaluates 
the cost of various flood control construction 
features. Since construction of the project began 
in 2017, construction inflation on the Mouse River 
Enhanced Flood Protection Project has significantly 
outpaced the national average inflation (based on 
the Consumer Price Index). From 2017 to 2022, the 
average cost of reinforced concrete for floodwalls 
increased from $750 per cubic yard to $1,200 per 
cubic yard. In the same period, the average cost of 
levee embankment increased from $9.50 per cubic 
yard to $11.75 per cubic yard. The average annual 
cost increases since 2017 for various flood control 
work items are shown at right.
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PROJECT COMPLETION SCENARIOS 

The project completion schedule is directly dependent on two variables - the level of appropriation and the rate 
of inflation. As appropriations are made, project components are designed and constructed to match the available 
funding. As the schedule for the project extends, the costs will continue to increase due to inflation. Scenarios 2 
and 3 below demonstrate considerable cost savings to the project and the State of North Dakota associated with 
advancing the construction schedule. For the baseline assessment of potential savings, the construction inflation 
rate was assumed to be 3%.
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SCENARIO 1 

$687M

Scenario 1 - 2041 Completion
 
The 2041 Plan is based on assuming the average 
of State appropriations since 2011, or $52.2 million, 
in the 2023-2025 biennium and beyond to project 
completion. Based on this assumed funding scenario, 
the final appropriation will be made in the 2037-
2039 biennium, with construction being completed 
in 2041. The total cost to complete the project in this 
scenario is $687 million. 

Scenario 2 - 2035 Completion Plan A
 
2035 Plan A is based on assuming five biennia of equal 
appropriations necessary to complete the project. The 
biennial appropriation level would be $76.1 million, 
with the final appropriation being made in the 2031-
2033 biennium and construction being completed in 
2035. The total cost to complete the project in this 
scenario is $640 million. 

2035 Plan A results in a total cost savings of $47 
million as compared to the 2041 Plan, with the State 
of North Dakota saving approximately $32 million. 

Scenario 3 - 2035 Completion Plan B
 
2035 Plan B is an accelerated version of 2035 Plan A. The 
biennial appropriation level would be $100 million for 
the 2023-2025 biennium, decreasing to $63.6 million 
in the 2031-2033 biennium. Construction would be 
completed in 2035. The total cost to complete the 
project in this scenario is $632 million. 

2035 Plan B results in a total cost savings of $55 
million as compared to the 2041 Plan, with the State 
of North Dakota saving approximately $37 million. 

A cost savings of 
$55 million

A cost savings of 
$47 million

$413M STATE | $71M FEDERAL | $203M LOCAL

CO
M

PL
ET

IO
N

 D
AT

E 
20
35

SCENARIO 2

$640M
$381M STATE | $71M FEDERAL | $188M LOCAL
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SCENARIO 3

$632M $376M STATE | $71M FEDERAL | $185M LOCAL
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21-23 Biennium 
Funding Summary

$84.5 Million Total 

$74.5 Million via           
HB 1431 (Bonding Bill)

$10.0 Million via           
HB 1020 (DWR Budget 
Bill) 

Allocated by State Water 
Commission in August 
2021

Uses: 

◦ $71.35 Million to the Souris River Joint Board for 
Construction and Engineering Throughout the 
Basin (Including Minot) and Acquisition 
Activities Generally Outside Minot City Limits 

◦ $13.15 Million to the City of Minot for 
Acquisition Activities inside City Limits in 
Support of US Department of Housing & Urban 
Development (HUD) National Disaster Resilience 
(NDR) Program

$71.35 M $13.15 M

2



Original           
21-23 Biennium 
Work Plan

Estimated             

Activity Cost

Minot 17,533,333$               

Outside of Minot 5,000,000$                 

Phase WC-2: Robinwood Levee 4,000,000$                 

Phase MI-8: Valker Road South Levee 3,000,000$                 

Phase MI-9: Burdick Expressway Bridge 4,000,000$                 

Phase RU-1: Rural Conveyance Improvements 1,000,000$                 

Phase MI-5: Northeast Tieback Floodwall 64,000,000$               

Phase WC-1B: Tierrecita Vallejo Levee South 13,000,000$               

Phase SA-1: Sawyer Bridge 4,000,000$                 

Phase VE-1: Velva Bridge 4,000,000$                 

Phase RC-1: Mouse River Park Bridge 4,000,000$                 

Phase RU-1: Rural Conveyance Improvements 3,000,000$                 

126,533,333$             

84,500,000$               

42,033,333$               

PROPERTY 

ACQUISITIONS            

(75% STATE)

DESIGN &             

PERMITTING                

(65% STATE)

CONSTRUCTION                

(65% STATE)

TOTAL

STATE FUNDS

LOCAL FUNDS
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Original 2021-2023 Biennium 
Minot Work Plan 

Northeast Tieback 

Floodwall Construction 

($64M Total)

Tierrecita Vallejo 

South Levee 

Construction 

($13M Total)

Valker Road 

Levee South 

Design ($3M 

Total)

Burdick Expy Bridge / 

Roosevelt Park Zoo 

Design ($4M Total)

Minot Acquisitions

($17.5M Total)
21-23 Work Plan Legend: 

Construction Activity

Design Activity4
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Significant Progress Made Towards 
Minot Milestone 1

Construction Funding Status: 

Fully Funded

Not Yet Funded

Tierrecita Vallejo 

Levee Phases

Construction 

Complete 2023

Napa Valley / Forest 

Road Levees 

Construction 

Complete 2020 4th Avenue 

Floodwalls 

Construction 

Complete 2021

Northeast Tieback 

Floodwall 

Construction 

Complete 2025

Maple Diversion:

• January 2022 Funding Announcement 

• $61.45 Million (Fully Funded Federal 

Share)

• Non-Federal Share not yet secured
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Future FEMA Regulatory Floodplain Prior to Milestone 1 6



Removes Approximately 

60% of Minot Residents 

from the FEMA Regulatory 

Floodplain

Interim Regulatory Floodplain Following Minot Milestone 1 7



Mouse River Park 

Sawyer

Velva

Robinwood

Robinwood Levee 

Design ($4M Total)

Mouse River Park 

Bridge Construction 

($4M Total)

Sawyer Bridge 

Construction 

($4M Total)

Velva Bridge 

Construction 

($4M Total)

Original 2021-2023 Biennium
Rural Work Plan

21-23 Work Plan Legend: 

Construction Activity

Design Activity

Rural Acquisitions 

($5M Total)

Rural Conveyance 

Improvements

($4M Total) 8
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Progress in Rural Portions 
of the Mouse River Valley 

Construction Funding Status: 

Fully Funded

South Mouse 

River Levee 

Phase Complete 

2021

Bridge 

Replacement 

Complete 2019

North 

Mouse River 

Levee Phase 

Complete 

2022

Des Lacs 

River Levee 

Phase 

Complete 

2023

Burlington

Construction of all Burlington 

phases of the project will be 

complete by 2023. 
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Previous 
Legislative 
Intent 

• Legislative Intent included in House Bill 1020 
(2021 Session) identified the anticipated 
State share of $604 million to complete the 
project. This was based on average historical 
appropriations for the project, with the final 
appropriation being made in the 39-41 
Biennium. 

• With the 21-23 Biennium appropriation of 
$84.5 million, the remaining State share, per 
Legislative Intent, would be $519.5 million. 
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Significant 
Reduction in 
Overall 
Budget due 
to Federal 
Involvement 
& Timing

The federal participation is shared proportionately between the State 
and Local partners based on the established cost share percentages 

for the project

For every $1.00 of federal funding secured for construction, it 
reduces the projected State share of the project by $0.65

Since 2021 Legislative Session, the SRJB and City of Minot have 
secured approximately $71 million in federal funding

$61.5 million through USACE 
(Infrastructure Investment and 

Jobs Act)

$9.8 million through Department 
of Defense (Defense Community 

Infrastructure Program)
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We Wish to Secure 
a Commitment to 
Finish this Project 
by 2035

Three funding scenarios have 
been developed to illustrate 
the benefit to the State and 
local stakeholders of securing 
federal funding and 
expediting the completion of 
the project. 

12



Funding 
Scenarios

Scenario 1

(Status Quo / 
Average of 
Previous 
Appropriations)

$687 M

TOTAL

$413 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $203 M LOCAL
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Biennial State Funding 
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Funding 
Scenarios

Scenario 2

(Accelerated w/ 
Consistent 
Commitment 
Over Time) 

$640 M

TOTAL

$381 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $188 M LOCAL

$47 M TOTAL COST SAVINGS

$32 M STATE COST SAVINGS

(as compared to Scenario 1) 14

Biennial State Funding 
2035 Construction Completion 
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Funding 
Scenarios

Scenario 3

(Accelerated 
with Decreasing 
Commitment 
Over Time) 

$632 M

TOTAL

$376 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $185 M LOCAL

$55 M TOTAL COST SAVINGS

$37 M STATE COST SAVINGS

(as compared to Scenario 1) 15
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Current 
Legislative Intent 
Language

Current Senate Version generally aligns with Scenario 2: 

Area of Concern:

No reference to future appropriations, but it places a cap on
the total amount that would change if the appropriation 
schedule of Scenario 2 isn’t followed.
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SECTION 11. STATE WATER COMMISSION - MOUSE RIVER FLOOD CONTROL 

PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. Excluding the funding provided for Mouse River 

flood control projects prior to the 2023-25 biennium, the state water commission may not 

approve state funding for the Mouse River flood control project in excess of a total of 

$380,500,000 without legislative approval. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly 

that of the $380,500,000, $76,100,000 is provided from the resources trust fund for the period 

beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 



Proposed 
Legislative Intent 
Language

Alternatives based on proposed funding scenarios: 

Scenario 2:

LEGISLATIVE INTENT – MOUSE RIVER FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT 
FUNDING. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that 
the state provide $380,500,000 for the Mouse River flood control 
project as follows: $76,100,000 during each of the 2023-25, 2025-27, 
2027-29, 2029-31, and 2031-33 bienniums.

Scenario 3:

LEGISLATIVE INTENT – MOUSE RIVER FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT 
FUNDING. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that 
the state provide $375,700,000 for the Mouse River flood control 
project as follows: $100,000,000 during the 2023-25 biennium, 
$76,100,000 during the 2025-27 biennium, $70,000,000 during the 
2027-29 biennium, $66,000,000 during the 2029-31 biennium, and 
$63,600,000 during the 2031-33 biennium.

17



Proposed 
Legislative Intent 
Language

Proposed Legislative Intent Language mimics earlier 
Legislative Intent for Fargo Diversion (2019 Session)

We understand that this legislature can not bind the next
legislature, but this legislature can communicate what it is 
thinking about the future. This language serves as a starting 
point for conversations with the next legislature, and it gives 
the project sponsor better ability to plan for execution of 
future phases. 

18

SECTION 9. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - FARGO FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT FUNDING. It is the 
intent of the sixty-sixth legislative assembly that the state provide a portion of the local cost-share of 
Fargo flood control projects, including constructing a federally authorized Fargo flood control project, 
and that total Fargo flood control project funding to be provided by the state not exceed $750,000,000, 
which includes $120,000,000 originally designated for Fargo interior flood control. It is the intent of the 
sixty-sixth legislative assembly that the $379,500,000 yet to be designated by the state for the Fargo 
flood control project be made available in installments as follows: $66,500,000 during the 2019-21, 
2021-23, 2023-25, 2025-27, and 2027-29 bienniums, and $47,000,000 during the 2029-31 biennium. 



 Total Estimated 

Cost to Complete 

Minot 22,000,000$       

Outside of Minot 4,300,000$          

DESIGN & 

PERMITTING
Phase WC-3: Kings Court Levee 3,000,000$          

Phase MI-4: Maple Diversion 100,000,000$     

Phase MI-6: Downtown Levee / Floodwall (Partial) 40,000,000$       

Phase MI-7: Roosevelt Park Levee / Floodwall 42,000,000$       

Total 211,300,000$     

State Funds 100,000,000$     

Federal Funds 61,500,000$       

Local Funds 49,800,000$       
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PROPERTY 

ACQUISITIONS

CONSTRUCTION

Proposed Work Plan 
(23-25 Biennium)

If the Legislature 
was to Support 
Scenario 3 
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Scenarios 2 and 3 are 
coordinated with the 
ability to finance the 
local match. 

Bonds have previously 
been sold by the City of 
Minot to provide local 
match funds for the next 
(approximately) three 
years’ construction. 

Additional local funding 
will be secured to match 
State appropriations for 
Scenarios 2 or 3.

$640 M

TOTAL

$381 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $188 M LOCAL

$632 M

TOTAL

$376 M STATE  | $71 M FEDERAL  | $185 M LOCAL
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We are asking the 
Legislative 
Assembly to 
consider supporting 
Scenario 2 or 
Scenario 3

Support of Scenario 3 would reduce the amount 
pledged by the State during the last session, in 
terms of Legislative Intent, by up to $143.5 
million. 

How? 

• Influx of federal support ($71 million) in 
2022

• Shortening the implementation schedule 
to complete the project by 2035

Please keep in mind that these projections are 
based on an average inflation rate for the past 
10 years of approximately 3% annually. 
Sustained high inflation will negatively affect 
the project’s financial trajectory. 
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Additional 
Savings for 
North Dakota 
Residents

Flood Insurance reforms will continue to affect Mouse 
River valley residents as a result of two factors: 

• Congressional reform of the National Flood 
Insurance Program which eliminates the federal 
subsidy for the program over time

• Revised Flood Insurance Rate Maps for the 
Mouse River valley which will place 
approximately 3,000 properties in the regulatory 
floodplain
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Additional 
Savings for 

North Dakota 
Residents

Once new Flood Insurance Rate Maps become effective 
and the rates are transitioned to fully actuarial (i.e. no 
federal subsidy), Minot residents are expected to pay 
approximately $9 million per year in flood insurance 
premiums. 

• Federal flood insurance paid by area residents is 
used to subsidize the overall portfolio of the NFIP 
but are mandated by financial institutions with 
federally secured mortgages or loans

• Significant negative effect on the value of properties 
within the Mouse River valley

The 2011 flood caused approximately $1 billion in 
damages. Construction of the Mouse River Plan prevents 
those damages from occurring in the future. 
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On behalf of the 
residents of the 
Mouse River 
Basin…

Thank You! 

Project information may be viewed or downloaded at: 

http://www.mouseriverplan.com

Construction progress videos may be viewed at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJEMcuR74qzNP
Z83qzQhCTg
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Testimony by Jenifer Murray, Manager/CEO, Southwest Water Authority 
On behalf of the 

Southwest Pipeline Project 
to the 

House Education and Environment Committee 
Hearing on Senate Bill 2020 

March 9, 2023 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I am Jenifer Murray, Manager/CEO of Southwest 

Water Authority (SWA). I am here today on behalf of SWA to express my support of Senate Bill 

2020, and respectfully request your consideration of $131.6 million for the 12 million-gallons-

per-day (MGD) Southwest Water Treatment Plant expansion, West Zone Transmission Facility 

Improvements, Strategic Hydraulic improvements, and the Supplementary Intake Pump Station. 

For it is only with your financial support Southwest Water Authority can continue our mission of 

quality water for southwest North Dakota.  

Senate Bill 2020 provides unprecedented support to critical water needs throughout the 
State. Within this budget, the State Water Commission would provide over $600 million in 
funding for critical water infrastructure projects.  
 
The Southwest Pipeline Project was authorized by this legislature in 1981 and construction 
began in 1986. From the beginning, funding for the construction of the Project was unique.  
It is funded with the requirement that all of its water customers would repay the state for 
the Project’s construction costs. To that effort, SWA’s customers have return over $90 
million back to the state through capital repayment. The financial commitment the state 
has made in the Project has benefitted southwest North Dakota, and through capital 
repayment the State is now benefitting from that return with nearly $12 million returned 
to the Resources Trust Fund each biennium. 
 
The strategy SWA has taken to building for the future is three-pronged. The first prong 
includes increasing the main transmission line capacity to ensure transmission capacity 
does not become a limiting factor to connecting future customers. The second prong 
includes strategic hydraulic improvements which will allow users on SWA’s waiting lists to 
be added as subsequent customers. The third prong is the expansion of the rural water 
system into under-served areas.  
 
Projects planned for the 2023-2025 biennium include a 12 million gallon per day 
expansion of the Southwest Water Treatment Plant. The Dickinson Water Treatment Plant 
was built in 1951 and due to the circumstances of the time was adopted by the SWPP to be  
 
utilized as the primary treatment source. Upgrades and modifications have been done over 
the years to increase capacity and treat Lake Sakakawea water. An assessment was done in 
2021 which noted the plant is operating at or beyond its useful life at an increased risk of 
malfunction or failure. It was recommended to begin the migration of its capacity when 
funding is available. In February 2022, the State Water Commission (SWC) approved the 
decision to begin with the process of design for the expansion. The Southwest Water 
Treatment Plant Expansion Membrane and Equipment procurement contracts are expected 
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to be bid in June 2023. Construction and installation funding is requested for the 2023-
2025 biennium at $83 million. Intent language was added to Engrossed SB 2020 to defer 
$40 million of that request to the 2025-2027 biennium. Expanding the Southwest Water 
Treatment Plant will allow SWA to meet the water supply needs of the region now and for 
generations to come.  
 
Increasing transmission capacity and upgrading transmission facilities throughout 
southwest North Dakota is essential to continuing to provide our communities and 
customers with an adequate supply of quality water both now and into the future. West 
Zone Transmission Facility Improvements will ensure that capacity is not a limiting factor 
in rural development and growth. The ability to get water to those far reaches of the system 
such as Beach, Golva, and Medora are the first step in then distributing it to rural 
customers. The West Zone Transmission Facility Improvements are conceptualized at 
$17.5 million for nearly 28 miles of parallel main transmission line, upgrades to three 
separate pump stations, and addition of a 300k gallon storage reservoir.  
 
Increasing service to under-served areas has been a focus of the SWPP over the past two 
years. The Burt, Hebron Service Area, including Lake Tschida, is being canvassed for 
potential customers and is currently under preliminary design. To-date 660 customers 
have financially committed to connecting to the SWPP once construction is complete. This 
area is vast, and sparsely populated creating challenges. $11.2 million is being requested in 
the 2023-2025 biennium to begin with the first phase of construction. 
 
Above and beyond the 660 customers signed up in the Burt, Hebron Service Area, 670 
locations system-wide have been placed on a waiting list. When the project was originally 
constructed additional capacity was built-in. Over time the need and interest in rural water 
has grown and the additional capacity has been allocated. Currently more than 30% of the 
SWPP customer base came on as subsequent customers, or after construction had 
completed. Strategic Hydraulic Improvements are being prioritized to allow for additional 
customers to connect.  

Throughout the years, SWA’s reliable, quality water has become an integral part of what 
makes southwest North Dakota a great place to live, work and recreate. Today, SWA serves 
over 7,500 rural customers, and 33 communities, and yet there are water needs to be met 

and hundreds of people waiting for their chance to receive quality water.  

On behalf of the thousands depending on SWA’s reliable safe drinking water and those still waiting 

to be connected, I respectfully request continued funding of the SWPP.  For it is only with your 

financial support, SWA can continue to bring quality water to those willing to repay the state for 

its investment. 

 
Respectfully, 
Jenifer Murray, 
Manager/CEO  
Southwest Water Authority 
jmurray@swwater.com 
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THE SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT 
AND 

SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY

2023-2025 PROPOSED 
CONSTRUCTION AND FUNDING 

NEEDS
MARCH 2023

• Multi‐County, Fully Integrated Regional 
Water Supply System – Domestic, Rural,
Municipal, Livestock, Light Industrial, and 
Other uses

• Capital Asset of the State of North Dakota

• Owner of the SWPP
• Governance of the SWPP

• Construction Administration and
Oversight of the SWPP

• Management, Operations and 
Maintenance of the SWPP

• Political Subdivision
• Governed by a 15‐member publicly 

elected Board of Directors 
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The SWPP Was Authorized By The North Dakota State 
Legislature Under NDCC §61-24.3-16

1981

 SWA Was Authorized By The North Dakota State 
Legislature and Became A Political Subdivision Under 
NDCC §61-24.5-21

1991

 Operations, Maintenance & Management Of The SWPP 
Transferred from SWC To SWA

1996

Southwest Pipeline Project is a State-Owned Regional 
Water Supply Project

 Construction Began1986

SWPP FUNDING MODEL

 Funded Through The Resources Trust Fund

 Local Share For SWPP = Capital Repayment

 Capital Repayment Is A Component Of SWPP’s Water Rate

 Study Completed In 1982 ‐ Capital Repayment Rate Based 
On Ability To Pay Adjusted Annually By The CPI

 Capital Repayment Rate For SWPP’s Rural Customers Is 
Included In The Monthly Minimum/Base Rate

 SWPP’s Customer Growth Will Result In More Capital 
Repayment Back To The State

 Eventually EVERY dollar of funding will be repaid to the RTF

2023 Capital Repayment Rate: 

Contract Customers (Cities) $1.42/1,000 gallons sold

2023 Capital Repayment Rate: 

Rural Customers $43.43/month

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Capital Repayment by Year

Rural Contract

$90.8 
Million* Southwest Water Authority

*31.5% of State Funding Returned 
to the Resources Trust Fund
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THE SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT

• Population served is ~ 58,000
• 7,500 rural customers
• 5,300 Miles of Pipeline
• 33 Communities
• 13 Counties

• 37 Million Gallons of Storage
• 32 Water Storage Reservoirs
• 35 Pump Stations
• 3 Water Treatment Plants
• 2 Additional Rural Water Systems

Mission: Quality Water for Southwest North Dakota
Vision: People and Business Succeeding with Quality Water

2022 Water Sales = 2.3 Billion Gallons

Address Waiting 
Lists and Areas 

Where Growth and 
Distribution is 

Limited by Existing 
Infrastructure.

Connect Subsequent
Customers

Improvements and 
Upgrades to 
Transmission 
Pipelines and 

Facilities Throughout 
the Southwest 

Pipeline Project

Capturing the 
Needs of Under-
served Areas by 
Canvassing to 

Ensure All Potential 
Customers Have 

the Opportunity to 
Connect to Rural 

Water

Transmission 
Facility 

Improvements

Strategic 
Hydraulic 

Improvements

Rural Service Area 
Expansion

Three-Pronged Approach to Building for 
the Future

..._ ..... .SOUTHWEST W ATER 
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2021-2023 BIENNIUM
$38.2 

Million

• Main Transmission Line Upgrades 
• From Ray Christensen Pump Station to Belfield Reservoirs, New England 

Reservoirs, and to the Davis Buttes Reservoirs – In Service
• Strategic Hydraulic Improvements

• Taylor Elevated Tank – Substantially Complete – In Service
• Improvements in 4 separate service areas – Construction to begin in spring

• Will add more than 100 subsequent customers

• Supplemental Intake Construction and Administration

• Southwest Water Treatment Plant Expansion Membrane 
and Equipment Procurement
• Ultra Filtration Membranes and High-Rate Softening Equipment
• Expected bid date June 2023

2023-2025 Biennium Proposed 
Funding Needs for the SWPP

Southwest Water Treatment Plant 12 MGD Expansion - $83 M

West Zone Transmission Facility Improvements - $17.5 M

Burt, Hebron Rural Service Area Expansion - $11.2 M

Strategic Hydraulic Improvements - $5 M

Supplementary Intake Pump Station - $14 M

$131.6 M
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THE ORIGINAL PLANT DATES FROM 1951, AN ADDITION BUILT IN 1966
MODIFICATIONS TO TREAT LAKE SAKAKAWEA WATER AND INCREASE THE PLANT 
CAPACITY WERE MADE IN 1994 AND 1996.

12 MGD Water Treatment Plant
in Dickinson

SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT 
-- FACILITY UPGRADE FUNDING NEEDS 

2023-2025 BIEN NIUM 
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6 MGD Southwest Water Treatment Plant

Operational in 2018

Southwest Water Treatment Plant 

12 MGD Expansion 
$83 M

(18 MGD Total Capacity)



3/8/2023

8

Southwest Water Treatment Plant 12 MGD Expansion 
TO BID AND AWARD – FUNDING MUST BE SECURED

Equipment and Membrane Procurement Contract - Bid Opening 
and Award Expected May/June 2023 - 2021-2023 Funding
Construction and Equipment Installation Contract – $83 Million 
Bid Opening and Award Expected Fall 2024

Potential Funding Options:
Full Funding Authorization or Line of Credit With Intent Language
Eng. SB 2020 includes the SWPP in the Capital Assets Line of Credit
and includes intent language for $40 million in the 25-27 biennium 

WEST ZONE TRANSMISSION 
FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS$17.5 M

Transmission Facility 
Improvements 
from Dickinson to Beach –
Under Conceptual Design

• 300,000 Gallon Storage Reservoir 
• Parallel Main Transmission Line
• Booster Pump Station Upgrades 
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SUBSEQUENT CUSTOMERS AND WAIT LIST

• SWA has 7,500 active rural water customer accounts
• 2,650 are subsequent customers system-wide
• 35% of customer base added after construction, 

using all additional capacity built into the system
• Over 4,000 locations across the SWPP Service Area 

could potentially be served based on 911 analysis 

STRATEGIC HYDRAULIC 
IMPROVEMENTS$5.0 M

Distribution System 
Improvements to Serve 
Subsequent Customers

670 Waiting List 
Locations



3/8/2023

10

RURAL SERVICE AREA EXPANSION:
BURT-HEBRON SERVICE AREA 

INCLUDING LAKE TSCHIDA

660
Signups 
To-Date*

$11.2 M

62% Rural 
38% Lake Tschida

*In addition to Waiting Lists

Supplementary Intake Pump Station

Dependent on 
Intake Progress

$14 M
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MR&I/ARRA
$105.63 

DWSRLF $1.50 

WDTF $8.55 

USDA Bonds $15.81 

USDA Grants $15.36 

Revenue Bonds $7.05 

NRCS $0.93 

Resources Trust 
Fund $285.26

(67%)

Southwest Pipeline 
Project Funding

$431.54 Million

1981-2022
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$90.8
Million* Southwest Water Authority

*31.5% of State Funding Returned 
to Resources Trust Fund
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THANK 
YOU

Jen Murray, Manager/CEO
jmurray@swwater.com

Southwest Water Authority
www.swwater.com

701.225.0241

SOUTHWEST WATER 
AUTHORITY 

.... ~ SOUTHWEST W ATER 

~~RITT 



Southwest Pipeline Project
Proposed 2023-2025 Biennium 

Funding Needs

Contract Description Detail
2023‐2025 Estimated 

Funding Needs

HI Strategic Hydraulic Improvements
Distribution System Expansion to Serve Subsequent Customers 

Prioritized by Need
$5,000,000

3‐2H Southwest Water Treatment Plant 12 MGD Expansion 
Construction and Equipment Installation 

Migration of Capacity from Dickinson Water Treatment Plant
$83,000,000

1‐2B Supplementary Intake Pump Station 
Intake Pump Station Building, Pumps, Air Chamber and SCADA 

Dependent on Supplementary Intake Completion
$14,080,000

West Zone Transmission Improvements
Transmission Facility Improvements to the West Zone including Medora 
27 miles of 10" and 12" Parallell, 300k Gallon Reservoir, and Upgrades to 

Ray Christensen, Fryburg, and Beach Booster Pump Stations
$17,560,000

Burt, Hebron Service Area including Lake Tschida  Rural Service Phased Expansion in Under‐served Areas $11,200,000

Department of Water Resources Agency Operations Per Biennium Agency Operations $750,000

Total 2023‐2025 Biennium Funding Needs $131,590,000

2023‐2025 Funding Request March 20233/8/20236:24 PM

........ SOUTHWESTWATER ,.~RJTY 
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March 08, 2023 
House Appropriations Committee 
Education and Environment Div. 
Rep. Nathe, Chairman 
SB 2020 

Good morning, Chairman Nathe and members of the Committee. For the record, Matt 

Gardner, Executive Director, North Dakota League of Cities. 

I am here in support of SB 2020, the appropriations bill for the Department of Water Resources. 

I will direct my following testimony to the request for municipal water project funding which is 

included in the water supply bucket. 

The 2023-2025 State Water Plan lists 91 cities for 139 projects for a total of $211.9 million for 

potential State Water Commission funding. This is up from 94 projects submitted by 59 cities in 

the 2021- 2023 Plan for $92.9 million and 89 projects in 64 cities in 2019-21. These projects 

mostly consist of water main replacements and upgrades with some water storage and water 

treatment plant projects. As has been done in the past, I reached out directly to these cities or 

spoke to their engineer on the likelihood that these projects would move forward during the 

23-25 biennium. I was able to have conversation on over 90% ofthe projects listed in the Plan. 

After these conversations, I estimate that 45 projects for $118 million (see attachment) can 

move forward in the 23-25 biennium. This doesn't mean that the other projects are not needed 

but, rather there are other factors limiting their ability to complete the project next biennium. 

The Senate appropriated $68 million for municipal water infrastructure in SB 2020. Although 

this is short of the $118 million, this still goes a long way towards upgrading the municipal 

infrastructure in the state. 

Judging by the steady increase in projects on the Plan, it is clear there are increasing needs for 

municipal water supply infrastructure. The Resources Trust Fund is a true asset to North Dakota 

in providing the needed water related infrastructure. Thank you for your time and 

consideration and I will stand for any questions. 



TOTAL 
POTENTIAL SWC ESTIMATED 

GRANT 2023- PROJECT COST 
LOCAL SPONSOR PROJECT NAME 2025 2023-2025 

2023-2025 Funding Needs from the 2023-2025 State Water Development Plan 
City of Bismarck Ash Coulee Dr Watermain - HC143 $ 673,482 $ 1,122,470 

City of Bismarck Cast Iron Watermain Replacement $ 3,840,000 $ 6,400,000 

City of Bismarck Water Treatment Plant Expansion & Improvements $ 40,320,000 $ 67,200,000 

City of Carrington Hwy 281 Watermain Replacement $ 600,000 $ 1,000,000 

City of Devils Lake Water Main Replacement $ 1,047,450 $ 1,745,750 
City of Devils Lake, 

Greater Ramsey RWD, 

& Northeast RWD Devils Lake Raw Water Capacity Increase $ 2,085,282 $ 3,475,470 

City of Fargo Water Treatment Plant Residuals Facility $ 4,800,000 $ 8,000,000 

City of Fargo Water Meter Replacement (AMI Improvements) $ 1,500,000 $ 2,500,000 

City of Fargo Red River Emergency Intake Screen $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Flasher City Wide Curb Stop Replacement $ 26,244 $ 162,000 

City of Flasher Water Meter Replacement $ 9,088 $ 56,100 

City of Garrison Raw Water Intake $ 2,400,000 $ 4,000,000 

City of Garrison Water Main Replacement $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Grand Forks Water Treatment Plant Demolition $ 3,060,000 $ 5,100,000 

City of Jamestown NE Transmission Water Main $ 3,000,000 $ 5,000,000 

City of Jamestown Two New Supply Wells $ 1,149,000 $ 1,915,000 

City of Kindred Water Reservoir Improvements $ 750,000 $ 1,250,000 

City of Langdon Water Main Looping Feasibility Study $ 24,000 $ 40,000 

City of Mandan Memorial Highway Water Main Upgrade $ 3,322,103 $ 6,089,520 

City of Mandan Southside Reservoir Pump Upgrade $ 237,000 $ 395,000 

City of Mandan Water Treatment Plant Phase Ill Optimization $ 3,952,440 $ 6,587,400 

City of Mandan Collins Reservoir Replacement $ 1,920,000 $ 3,200,000 



City of Mapleton Mapleton Original Townsite Water Main Replacement $ 690,000 $ 1,150,000 

City of Minot Municipal Watermain Replacement $ 2,355,000 $ 3,925,000 

City of Minot Municipal Watermain Replacement - SW Area $ 2,400,000 $ 4,000,000 

City of Minot Municipal Watermain Replacement - Eastwood Park $ 6,300,000 $ 10,500,000 

City of Minot 16th Street SW Watermain Replacement $ 600,000 $ 1,000,000 

City of New Leipzig New Leipzig Water System Improvements $ 424,000 $ 707,000 

City of New Town 2025-2026 Utility Improvements $ 4,200,000 $ 7,000,000 

City of Parshall Water Supply Line Improvements $ 5,700,000 $ 9,500,000 

City of Portland Water System Improvements (Water Tower & Distribution) $ 180,000 $ 1,800,000 

City of Riverdale Raw Water Supply Line Replacement & Gate Valve Improvements $ 3,300,000 $ 5,500,000 

City of Robinson Pumping System Upgrades $ 300,000 $ ·soo,ooo 
City of Steele NW Area Water System Improvements $ 450,000 $ 4,000,000 

City of Tioga Water Main Replacement $ 1,500,000 $ 2,500,000 

City of Underwood Elevated Water Tower Replacement $ 1,320,000 $ 2,200,000 

City of Valley City Water Main Expansion (Northwest Growth Area) $ 360,000 $ 600,000 

City of Valley City Water Main Improvements (NW, NE & SE Quadrants) $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Valley City Northwest Standpipe Rehabilitation/Replacement $ 1,500,000 $ 2,500,000 

City of Wahpeton New Well Field $ 3,719,354 $ 7,138,923 

City of Watford City 3rd & 4th Street SW Reconstruction $ 349,070 $ 581,783 

City of West Fargo Water Main Improvements $ 1,500,000 $ 2,500,000 

City of Williston 13th Ave W Reconstruction $ 722,448 $ 1,204,080 

City of Williston 1st Ave W Reconstruction $ 385,500 $ 642,500 

City of Wilton Water Storage Reservoir Improvements $ 600,000 $ 1,000,000 

$ 117,171,461 $ 201,687,996 



Remaining Projects from the 2023-2025 State Water Development Plan. - These projects are still needed but are less likely to be 
ready in the 2023 - 2025 biennium. 

City of Almont Water System Improvements $ 600,000 $ 1,000,000 

City of Amenia Amenia Water System Improvements $ 360,000 $ 600,000 

City of Aneta Aneta Water System Improvements $ 3,444,000 $ 7,000,000 

City of Arthur Pump House Rehabilitation $ 180,000 $ 300,000 

City of Berthold Water Main Replacement $ 3,847,284 $ 6,412,140 

City of Bowbells Water Quality Improvements $ 94,500 $ 157,500 

City of Buffalo Water System Improvements $ 1,771,200 $ 3,600,000 

City of Burlington Water Main Replacement Wallace Street $ 342,600 $ 571,000 

City of Cando Water System Improvements $ 3,900,000 $ 6,500,000 

City of Cando Water Tower Replacement $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Carson Water System Improvements $ 1,692,000 $ 4,700,000 

City of Carson Water Storage Improvements $ 810,000 $ 2,250,000 

City of Casselton Water Main Looping - Martin's Addition & Central Cass Public School $ 420,000 $ 700,000 

City of Casselton ACP Water Main Replacement & Casselton Farms Transmission Line $ 2,520,000 $ 4,200,000 

City of Casselton (21-23 Funding) Water Main Replacement (2nd St N) & Looping $ 810,000 $ 1,350,000 

City of Center Water Storage & Distribution System Improvements $ 1,550,000 $ 3,100,000 

City of Coleharbor Water Main Replacement $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Columbus Water Main Improvements Phase I $ 491,010 $ 818,350 

City of Columbus Water Main lmp~ovements Phase II $ 528,780 $ 881,300 

City of Crosby Hendrickson/Holmes Water Main Improvement $ 1,869,000 $ 3,115,000 

City of Drayton Water Main Looping $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Drayton Water Main Replacement $ 3,000,000 $ 5,000,000 

City of Drayton Water Main Improvements $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Elgin Water System Improvements $ 1,680,000 $ 2,800,000 

City of Fairmount Water Tower Replacement & Controls Upgrades $ 1,080,000 $ 1,800,000 

City of Fargo Sheyenne River Raw Water Transmission Improvements $ 4,200,000 $ 7,000,000 

City of Fargo High Service Pump Station Improvements $ 2,250,000 $ 3,750,000 

City of Galesburg Infrastructure Improvements $ 1,079,790 $ 1,799,650 



City of Glen Ullin Water Storage System Improvements $ 900,000 $ 1,500,000 

City of Glen Ullin Water Distribution System Improvements $ 600,000 $ 1,000,000 

City of Glenburn Water Main Replacement $ 1,707,000 $ 2,845,000 

City of Grenora Jetson Water Main Replacement $ 373,095 $ 621,825 

City of Harvey Water Main Replacement Across RR $ 226,000 $ 376,000 

City of Harvey Raw Water Line Replacement $ 1,334,000 $ 2,224,000 

City of Harwood Harwood Water Main Looping $ 450,000 $ 750,000 

City of Hazelton Pump House & Water Tower Improvements $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Hazen Water Supply Expansion $ 600,000 $ 1,000,000 

City of Hebron Southside Watermain Replacement $ 2,100,000 $ 3,500,000 

City of Hunter Water System Improvements $ 1,122,000 $ 3,400,000 

City of Killdeer South Water Storage Reservoir $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Kindred ACP Water Main Replacement $ 750,000 $ 1,250,000 

City of Kulm Water Tower Replacement $ 900,000 $ 1,500,000 

City of Langdon Water Main Looping $ 420,000 $ 700,000 

City of Langdon Water Main Replacement $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Langdon Water Tower Improvements $ 300,000 $ 500,000 

City of Leeds ACP Water Main Replacement & Looping $ 1,560,000 $ 2,600,000 

City of Leeds Water Well & Transmission Line Repairs $ 300,000 $ 500,000 

City of Leeds Water Treatment Plant Improvements $ 360,000 $ 600,000 

City of Lehr Pumphouse & Water Tower Improvements $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Linton Water System Improvements $ 900,000 $ 1,500,000 

City of Makoti Well Replacement $ 300,000 $ 500,000 

City of Mandan Water System Improvements $ 600,000 $ 1,000,000 

City of Mandan Downtown Street Improvement District $ 720,000 $ 1,200,000 

City of Max Water Main Improvements $ 310,200 $ 517,000 

City of Max Gate Valve Replacement $ 105,000 $ 175,000 

City of McClusky Water System Improvements $ 360,000 $ 600,000 

City of McVille Water System Improvements $ 1,122,000 $ 2,700,000 

City of McVille Water Treatment Plant Upgrades $ 390,000 $ 650,000 



City of Medina Water Supply, Water Treatment, Water Storage $ 3,000,000 $ 5,000,000 

City of Michigan Water Tower Rehabilitation $ 480,000 $ 800,000 

City of Mohall 2nd Ave SE Water & Sewer Replacements $ 193,203 $ 982,932 

City of Mohall 3rd Ave, 4th & 5th St NW Water & Sewer Replacements $ 236,525 $ 1,313,627 

City of Mott Mott Water Supply Improvements $ 1,000,000 $ 1,670,000 

City of Napoleon Water Extension $ 600,000 $ 1,000,000 

City of Napoleon Water Supply System Replacements $ 600,000 $ 1,000,000 

City of New England Water System Improvements $ 504,000 $ 840,000 

City of New Salem Water Tower Replacement $ 1,390,000 $ 2,320,000 

City of New Town New Water Tower $ 3,000,000 $ 5,000,000 

City of Noonan Water Main Replacement $ 447,936 $ 747,936 

City of Parshall Watermain Improvements $ 402,000 $ 670,000 

City of Rutland Water Tower Replacement $ 660,000 $ 1,100,000 

City of Rutland Watermain Replacement & Looping $ 360,000 $ 600,000 

City of Sawyer 2022 Water Improvements $ 60,000 $ 100,000 

City of Sherwood Water Supply Improvements $ 404,525 $ 696,300 

City of Sherwood Water Main Replacement $ 659,186 $ 1,098,643 

City of St. John Water Tower Replacement $ 840,000 $ 1,400,000 

City of Surrey Utility Improvements $ 1,314,000 $ 2,190,000 

City of Tower City Water System Improvements $ 2,263,200 $ 4,600,000 

City of Tower City Water Tower Rehabilitation $ 360,000 $ 600,000 

City of Towner Water Quality Improvement $ 1,236,000 $ 2,060,000 

City of Turtle Lake Water Main Replacement $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Underwood Water Main Replacement $ 1,200,000 $ 2,000,000 

City of Valley City Water Main Expansion (Southeast Growth Area) $ 480,000 $ 800,000 

City of Velva Water Main Replacement $ 549,300 $ 915,500 

City of Watford City 3rd Avenue SW Reconstruction $ 1,406,545 $ 2,344,241 

City of Watford City Park Avenue East Reconstruction $ 464,878 $ 774,797 

City of Westhope Water Main Improvements $ 750,000 $ 1,130,000 

City of Wildrose Water Extension $ 200,628 $ 334,380 



City of Wildrose Water Main Replacement $ 336,924 $ 561,540 

City of Williston 36th Street Redevelopment $ 153,500 $ 255,500 

City of Williston 5th Ave Phase I Reconstruction $ 127,000 $ 211,612 

City of Williston 5th Ave Phase II Reconstruction $ 37,602 $ 62,670 

City of Williston Borsheim Addition $ 680,000 $ 1,133,000 

City of Wing Ground Storage Reservoir $ 300,000 $ 500,000 

$ 94,826,411 $ 167,926,443 



North Dakota League 
of Cities

Matt Gardner – Executive Director
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Executive Board of Directors
President: Tina Fisk, West Fargo City Administrator

Vice President: Todd Feland, Grand Forks City Administrator
Past President: Diane Affeldt, Garrison City Auditor

Northwest Region
Jennifer Titus: Powers Lake City Auditor

Bethany Devlin: Watford City Council Member

Northcentral Region
LeeAnn Domonske Keller: Wilton Mayor

David Lakefield: Minot Finance Director

Northeast Region
RoxAnne Hoffarth: Langdon Auditor

Nick Ziegelmann: Grafton City Administrator

Southwest Region
Jim Neubauer: Mandan City Administrator
Matt Oase: Killdeer City Administrator

South Central Region
Dwaine Heinrich: Jamestown Mayor

Wanda Zimmerman: Lehr City Auditor

Southeast Region
Kory Peterson: Horace Mayor

Candance Middlestead: Ellendale City Auditor





League of Cities Trivia

1. How many incorporated cities in North Dakota? 355
2. Smallest 5 vs Largest 3?

1. Smallest - Ruso 3, Calio 6, Perth 6, Hannah 8, Loma 8, & Loraine 8
2. Largest – Fargo 125,853, Bismarck 73,675, Grand Forks 58,942

3. How many cities under 1,000 population? 307
4. Percentage of state’s population in cities? 76% +



Water Related Services Provided by the League

• Assist DWR with state water needs surveys and planning
• Assist DEQ with Drinking Water Intended Use Plan
• Water rates survey
• Education and Training on related water topics



Municipal Water Stats

• 266 – Cities are connected to a rural or regional water system
• 89  - Cities have their own water system
• 17  - Cities provide water for a rural or regional system





AGING WATE SUPPLY INFRASTRUCTURE 
During the summer of 2022, a survey was initiated through a cooperative effort involving the North Dakota League of Cities, 
North Dakota Rural Water Systems Association, and the DWR. The purpose of the survey was to update previously 
collected survey data from 2018 related to North Dakota's aging water supply infrastructure needs. More specifically, water 
system managers were asked to provide water supply replacement and rehabilitation information related to their: storage, 
distribution/supply lines, wells and intakes, water treatment plants, and other water supply infrastructure - over the course of 
the next 1 O and 20-year timeframes. The following charts summarize the data collected from those surveys. 

Aging Municipal Water Supply Infrastructure Survey Results - State of ND 

$1.05 8 

e Storage 

T atm nt 

10-Year (Millions) 

Total 
$1,6538 

e Water ne 

0th r 

e Intakes & Weis 

$1.63 8 

Storage 

Treatm nt 

20-Year (Millions) 

Total 
$2.6438 

e WaterLnes 

Other 

$197 M 

e Intakes & W Is 



Municipal Water Supply Needs

• 23-25 State Water Development Plan –
• Total = $369,614,439 / $211,997,872 SWC Cost Share

• 23-25 = 139 Projects in 91 cities
• 21-23 = 94 Projects in 59 cities

• Department of Environment Quality – Drinking Water Program -
$809,546,000



23-25 Water Development Plan - Breakout

1. Water tower replacement/repair or other storage related project
1. 19-21 = 15
2. 21-23 = 10
3. 23-25 = 25

2. Water treatment plant - demo, rehab, or upgrades
1. 19-21 = 8
2. 21-23 = 7
3. 23-25 = 6

3. Remaining – Watermain and general water system improvements
1. 19-21 = 66
2. 21-23 = 77
3. 23-25= 112



23-25 Water Funding Request - Breakout

1. 23-25 Funding Request - $117,171,461 (45 total projects)
1. 36 – Watermain and general water system improvements
2. 6 - Water tower replacement/repair or other storage related project
3. 4 - Water treatment plants - demo, rehab, or upgrades

2. Senate Appropriation – $68 million



Other Challenges Facing Water System Operations
• Lead Service Line
• Co2 shortage
• Backflow Preventer
• Workforce - water operators
• Rising costs and supply chain



Testimony 
 
 
 

 
Senate Bill 2020 

 
House Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 

March 9, 2023 
 
 
Chairman Nathe, Vice Chairman Swiontek and members of the House Appropriations 

Committee – Education and Environment Division. The Valley Prosperity Partnership (VPP) is a 

membership organization led by business executives – joined by leaders from higher education, 

economic development, and chambers of commerce – to advance and advocate for shared 

strategic economic development opportunities that will strengthen and diversify the Red River 

Valley region and the entirety of North Dakota. 

 

The Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) is a top priority for the VPP because it 

is of critical importance to the economic well-being of the region’s businesses and residents. 

Without the certainty of an adequate water supply, companies may restrain their growth, 

expand elsewhere or choose to relocate. Companies from outside the region looking for a new 

location may take cities and counties in the Valley off their short list of potential sites. The 

economic impact would be especially disastrous in the event of an extended drought, with 

losses in that scenario now estimated to reach as high as $25 billion. Simply put, the strength of 

our economy relies on a steady and reliable supply of water. 

 

The VPP greatly appreciates previous State investments in the RRVWSP. Timely additional 

investments are needed, as an expedited construction schedule reduces the risk of ongoing 

cost increases, and the uncertainty of water shortages looms large on the horizon. Therefore, 

the VPP respectfully requests that your committee consider “accelerated funding” for the 

RRVWSP. 
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Brian Johnson, CEO, Choice Bank, 
Co-Chair Valley Prosperity Partnership* 

Judd Graham, Market President 
Dacotah Bank - Fargo                         
Co-Chair Valley Prosperity 
Partnership* 

 
Jonathan Holth, JLG Architects 
Vice Co-Chair* 
Marshal Albright, President & CEO 
Cass County Electric Cooperative, 

Andrew Armacost, President 
University of North Dakota 

Steve Burian, President & CEO 
Burian & Associates 

Dan Conrad, President & CEO 
Blue Cross Blue Shield North Dakota 

 
David Cook, President 
North Dakota State University 

 
Tim Curoe, CEO 
RD Offutt Company 

 
Mylo Einarson, President & CEO 
Nodak Electric Cooperative 

Chad Flanagan, Partner 
Eide Bailly 

 
Rod Flanigan, President 
North Dakota State College of Science 

 
Todd Forkel, CEO 
Altru Health System 

 
Shannon Full, President/CEO 
Fargo Moorhead West Fargo 
Chamber of Commerce* 

 
Shawn Gaddie, Director of Infrastructure 
Management Services, AE2S 
AE2S 

Jim Galloway, Principal 
JLG Architects 

Kevin Hanson, President & CEO 
Gate City Bank 

 
Tiffany Lawrence, CEO & President 
Sanford Fargo 

 
Keith Lund, President & CEO 
Grand Forks Region EDC* 

William C. Marcil, Sr. Chairman 
Forum Communications Company 

Pat McAdaragh, President & CEO 
Midco 

 
Jeff Melgaard, Vice President 
Construction Engineers 

 
Tammy Peterson, Grand Forks Region 
President & Ag Banking Director 
Bremer Bank 

 
Joe Raso, President & CEO 
Greater Fargo Moorhead EDC* 

 
Jim Roers, President & CEO 
Roers Construction & Development 

 
Richard Solberg, Chairman & CEO 
Bell State Bank & Trust 

 
David White, President 
Border States Electric 

 
Barry Wilfahrt, President & CEO 
The Chamber Grand Forks/East Grand 
Forks* 

 
Chris Wolf, North Valley Market President 
Alerus Financial 

 
Delore Zimmerman, Executive Director* 

 
 

* Member Executive Committee 

Valley Prosperity Partnership Steering Committee 
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Senate Bill 2020  
House Appropriations Committee – Education & Environment Division 

Bismarck, North Dakota – March 9, 2023 
 

Testimony of Duane DeKrey 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District Board Chairman 

 
Hello Chairman Nathe and members of the House Appropriations Committee Education and 

Environment Division. My name is Duane DeKrey and I am the General Manger of the Garrison 

Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion). I am here to testify in support of funding 

for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project in Senate Bill 2020 - the Department of Water 

Resources budget.  

The State of North Dakota has been a vital partner thus far in the development of the 

Project that will deliver water from the Missouri River to central and eastern North Dakota via a 

buried pipeline. Garrison Diversion is extremely grateful for the inclusion of $953 million in 

legislative intent for the Red River Valley Water Supply Project within the Department of Water 

Resources budget. This funding shows the State is committed to helping Garrison Diversion and 

Lake Agassiz provide drought protection to about half of the State’s population.  

Garrison Diversion and Lake Agassiz Water Authority (Lake Agassiz) are the state 

cosponsors of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. We have requested the inclusion of 

$255 million dollars in Senate Bill 2020 to maximize capabilities for the upcoming biennium. 

Currently, SB 2020 includes $175 million for the Project, and we are very grateful for that.  

We currently have $340 million of shovel-ready construction and design work ready to 

begin if the Project is funded at the requested level this biennium. Our $255 million request will 

be combined with $85 million of local cost-share allowing for an accelerated build schedule. An 

accelerated construction schedule will provide drought protection sooner, while also protecting 

the State and the Project’s end users from the ongoing risk of inflation.  
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Please consider maximizing the funding potential to move the Red River Valley Water 

Supply Project forward in the most cost-effective manner. Thank you, Chairman Nathe and 

members of the House Appropriations Committee Education and Environment Division for 

considering our request. 

 



 

How the Strategic Decision to Construct the Missouri River 
Intake Provided $300 Million in Savings and Acted as a 
Catalyst for Federal Approvals  
 
In order to understand why construction of the Missouri River Intake near Washburn was initiated, it is 
important to understand the history of the Red River Valley Water Supply Project (Project) and the 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District’s (Garrison Diversion) intentional strategy to put North Dakota 
in an advantageous legal position and avoid decades of litigation.  

The Flood Control Act of 1944  
Also known as the Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin Plan, the Flood Control Act of 1944 authorized a series of 
dams on the Missouri River and primarily focused on flood control in southern states and irrigation, 
water supply, recreation and habitat benefits in northern states. North Dakota has still not obtained many 
of the benefits it was promised in 1944 when North Dakota allowed over 300,000 acres of fertile river-
bottom land to be flooded behind the dam.   

Garrison Diversion Unit Act of 1965 
Because studies indicated irrigation of the promised 1.2 million acres wasn’t feasible, the project was 
reauthorized; and, in 1965, the U.S. Congress enacted legislation for the Garrison Diversion Unit 
(GDU), which reduced irrigation acres, and focused on municipal and industrial water supply. The 
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) started construction on the GDU Principal Supply Works (Snake 
Creek Pumping Plant, McClusky Canal, New Rockford Canal) in the mid-1960s, but construction was 
halted after the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) was passed and litigation ensued. During 
the Carter Administration, the federal government settled with environmentalists and effectively agreed 
to halt the GDU Project. North Dakota then sued the federal government to continue the GDU Project, 
but to no avail.   

Garrison Diversion Unit Reformulation Act of 1986 
The GDU Reformulation Act of 1986 significantly reduced the amount of irrigation North Dakota could 
develop but added a renewed emphasis on municipal and rural (MR&I) funding for water supply. After 
the drought in the late 1980s, North Dakota redoubled its efforts to utilize the Missouri River to provide 
water to eastern North Dakota. When the Red River had zero-flow for ten days in 1988, there was 
significant concern about the impacts of similar droughts, particularly with the growing population and 
additional industrial development happening in the Red River Valley.     

Dakota Water Resources Act of 2000 
The Dakota Water Resources Act of 2000 authorized the Secretary of the Interior to study the water 
supply needs of eastern North Dakota, identify options to meet the needs, and ultimately have the federal 
government lead the construction of the preferred alternative. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
was completed by Reclamation from 2001 to 2007.  While Reclamation identified a pipeline from the 
Missouri River to Lake Ashtabula as the Preferred Federal Alternative, the Bush Administration would 
not allow the signing of a Record of Decision (ROD) to allow the project to be built. Garrison Diversion 
and the State lobbied hard to try to get federal approval of the ROD, but no federal decision was 
forthcoming.   
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State Initiated Alignment in 2011 
In 2011, the State opted to initiate a version of the Project without federal involvement. Governor 
Hoeven tasked Garrison Diversion with leading the effort on behalf of the State. Garrison Diversion 
began planning an alignment with an expanded geographic scope to include meeting the water needs of 
central and eastern parts of the state. 
 
Garrison Diversion was careful not to trigger sufficient federal authorities such that would require an 
EIS and federal approval. Therefore, the initial planning avoided taking water from the McClusky Canal 
and focused on the Intake location near Washburn. This planning was done in close coordination with 
the State Water Commission and the Legislative Assembly, including the advice given from the Water 
Topics Interim Legislative Committee to not rely on the federal government for anything in this Project, 
given the unsupportive history.  
 
When the Trump Administration began in 2017, Garrison Diversion and the Lake Agassiz Water 
Authority (LAWA) wanted to revisit the use of the McClusky Canal. A meeting was held with U.S. 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to discuss the “option” of using the McClusky Canal as a water source. 
The thinking was that if it were merely an “option” for a water supply contract and an easement (as 
opposed to the federal government designing and building the project), the scope of the environmental 
review would be reduced, and it may be easier to get federal approval.  
 
Limited Timeline of Approved Federal Permit 
The Trump Administration granted a permit to Garrison Diversion under the Clean Water Act 404 in 
September 2018. During that same timeframe, the North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality 
issued a discharge permit for the water transferred from the Missouri River to Lake Ashtabula.  Neither 
of these permits were appealed by Manitoba, environmentalists, or Tribal entities. The federal permit 
was only valid for four years, with one possible extension, which expired in March 2023.   
 
Intake – To Build or Not to Build 
In 2018-2019, Garrison Diversion and LAWA needed to decide whether to initiate construction on the 
Missouri River Intake right away in order to take advantage of the permit getting issued with no appeal 
or wait to find out if the Project would get approval to use the McClusky Canal as a water source. After 
significant consideration and meetings with the Governor’s office and Legislative leadership, it was 
decided to initiate construction in late 2020 due to three primary points; 1) the permit was obtained, 2) 
the permit was not appealed, and 3) the concern of litigation over the Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) 
definition and coverage under the Clean Water Act permit. Had Garrison Diversion not initiated 
construction of the Intake at that time, there was a strong possibility the Project would not be unable to 
get a permit from future Administrations. Additionally, it is clear the Project opponents would not miss 
an appeal deadline next time a permit was issued, which would leave the Project in years of NEPA 
litigation much like NAWS experienced.    
 
Federal Approval to Use McClusky Canal – Thanks to the Intake Construction 
In early 2021, and within days of the end of the Trump Administration, Garrison Diversion was able to 
secure federal approval through a Record of Decision for a limited portion of the entire Project, called 
the Eastern North Dakota Alternate Water Supply (ENDAWS), which allowed the use of the McClusky 
Canal as an optional water supply. Utilizing ENDAWS, the cost of the Project is $300 million less than 
building the full alignment to the Intake; even with the $20+ million cost of the Intake.   
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Additionally, by starting construction of the Intake, it took away Project opponents’ legal arguments 
claiming the new alignment to use the Missouri River was just a ruse. Garrison Diversion and the State 
successfully defended a lawsuit brought by the State of Missouri in Missouri Federal District Court, 
winning the case in 2021. That case is specifically related to a smaller segment of the Project called the 
Central North Dakota Project, which is like an in-basin version of ENDAWS.   
 
A Calculated Risk – And Future Use of the Intake 
The decision to build the Intake first was a calculated risk, based upon a solid strategy to gain the 
approval the Project needed to move forward – and to reduce the cost of the construction by $300 
million. The risks and decision were vetted at all levels of local and state leadership. Even when 
ENDAWS is constructed and utilized, the Intake will still be used by water systems and private industry, 
while also maintaining security and redundancy for central and eastern North Dakota.  
 
As a final point encouraging the construction of the Intake, the Corps of Engineers (Corps) adopted an 
Interim Rule in 2018 to not allow the level of Lake Audubon to be more than 43 feet above the level of 
Lake Sakakawea due to concern that if there was too much water differential, that Highway 83 and the 
Snake Creek Embankment could wash out. As it sits today, if Lake Sakakawea drops dramatically, Lake 
Audubon will need to be kept low, potentially jeopardizing the ability to maintain sufficient water in the 
McClusky Canal. Having the security of a federally approved Intake installed provides security and 
important redundancy to meet the future water needs of the State.   
 
  



HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS -
EDUCATION AND 
ENVIRONMENT DIVISION
SB2020 HEARING

RED RIVER DROUGHT – 1930s
MARCH 9, 2023
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STATE AND LOCAL PARTNERSHIP

GARRISON DIVERSION 
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

Represents the State of ND

LAKE AGASSIZ 
WATER AUTHORITY

Represents Local Users

ND STATE WATER COMMISSION & 
WATER TOPICS OVERVIEW COMMITTEE

ND CENTURY CODE CH. 61-24-01 
To study and provide for the water needs of  

eastern North Dakota communities and water 
districts and western Minnesota communities 

through a Red River Valley Water Supply Project.

ND CENTURY CODE CH 61-39-04.1
The Lake Agassiz Water Authority and the Garrison 
Diversion Conservancy District shall continue 
studying, planning, developing, and constructing a 
nonfederal project to meet the water supply needs 
of  eastern and central North Dakota.

GARRISON 
DIVERSION 

~ 
Lake Agassiz 

Water Authority 
Planning today for tomorrow's water 

NORTH 

Dakota 
Be Legendory.'M 
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A CENTURY OF PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

DEC. 1944
Flood Control Act

1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s 2020s

JAN. 2021
ENDAWS Issued a
“Record of Decision”

AUG. 1965
Garrison Diversion 
Unit Act (GDU)

MAY 1986
GDU Reformulation Act

1955
Garrison Diversion 

Conservancy 
District Created

DEC. 2000
Dakota Water 
Resources Act

DEC. 2020
Construction 
Begins

JAN. 2011
State & Local 
Project 
Developed

DEC. 2007
Federal RRVWSP Final 
Environmental Impact 

Statement Released

2008-2010
No “Record of Decision” 

Issued for Federal RRVWSP

NOV. 2020
ENDAWS
Environmental 
Impact Statement 
Released

JAN. 2003
ND Legislature 
Created LAWA

RED RIVER VALLEY 
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RRVWSP PREFERRED ALIGNMENT
UTILIZING ENDAWS

EASTERN NORTH DAKOTA ALTERNATE WATER SUPPLY (ENDAWS)

STARTED DEVELOPMENT 
OF STATE & LOCAL 

PROJECT(2011)

CONTINUED EFFORTS TO 
ACCESS GDU FACILITIES 

(McCLUSKY CANAL)

ENDAWS RECORD 
OF DECISION 

(ISSUED 2021)

ENDAWS ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 
(RELEASED 2020)

ALL PROJECT COSTS IN 2023$

$1.16 B
*PHASE 2 COSTS 
NOT INCLUDED

RRVWSP (SB2020)

ENDAWS RRVWSP

UTILIZING ENDAWS

Phase 1 Phase 2
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Pipe Diameter
72” (6 foot)

Bury Depth
7’ Top of Pipe
15’ Bottom of Trench

Pipe Length
125 Miles

Pipe Material
Steel

Pipe Flow
165 cfs

THE PROJECT IS AN EMERGENCY WATER SUPPLY FOR NEARLY 50% OF NORTH DAKOTA’S POPULATION

PROJECT OVERVIEW

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS = $1.16 B (2023$)
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PHASE 1 -(ENDAWS) (RRVWSP) 
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OF NORTH DAKOTA 

II 
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Red 
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RRVWSP CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY!

MAIN TRANSMISSION 
PIPELINE

SHEYENNE RIVER 
DISCHARGE STRUCTURE
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GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY
TRANSMISSION PIPELINE

2021 Groundbreaking
Awarded Five Construction 

Contracts to Date

FUTURE TOURS PLANNED

[LEY 
IJECT 
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POTENTIAL TO SERVE 50% OF NORTH DAKOTANS

RRVWSP is a drought resiliency 
project and an economic 
development initiative

LEGISLATIVE 
DISTRICTS WITHIN
THE RRVWSP
SERVICE AREA

Mclean-Sheridan 
Rural Water 

/_\ --- r ,-
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_.J 

L 
t, ..... 

Central Plains 
Water lDistrict 

,., 
___ .______"'l._"'l. 

• Tuttle 

\ 
) m 

..r-

• Carrington 

I 
I 
I 

Langdon 

• 

L' m 
Southeast-West / 

Water Users District 

Walsh Rural Water 
District/Park River 

____ _.__ Traill Rural Water Users, Inc . 
/ Hillsboro / Mayville 

Fargo / West Fargo / 
Cass Rural Water Users District 

Southeast-East Water 
Users District 

NORTH DAKOTA'S ESTIMATED 
POPULATION = 780,000 

ANTICIPATED USERS 
SERVED = 380,000 
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PROJECTED ECONOMIC BENEFITS 
OF RRVWSP DURING DROUGHT

“SAVING OUR ECONOMY” FROM THE IMPACTS OF SIGNIFICANT DROUGHT

$33.6
BILLION

Projected total positive Project 
impact in a “Dirty Thirties” style 
drought simulated from mid-2030s 
through the mid-2040s 
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AVAILABILITY POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

GOOD WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ SURFACE WATER

POTENTIAL WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ GROUND WATER

NEAR FULL 
APPROPRIATION

ND WATER AVAILABILITY POTENTIAL FOR ECO OMIC DEVELOP ENT 
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AVAILABILTY POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
NOMINATED & AVAILABLE RRVWSP INDUSTRIAL WATER CAPACITY

GOOD WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ SURFACE WATER

POTENTIAL WITH LIMITATIONS 
/ GROUND WATER

NEAR FULL 
APPROPRIATION

ADDITIONAL INDUSTRIAL 
WATER CAPACITY AFTER 
RRVWSP IMPLEMENTED

TIAl FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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INDUSTRIAL WATER DEMAND EXCEEDS CURRENT SUPPLY

4SPIRITWOOD

GRAND FORKS AGRIBUSINESS NEEDS
Permitted Use of  City’s Wastewater Effluent Discharge
Significant Current and Proposed Industrial Use

CASSELTON INDUSTRY 
Fargo Looking to Expand Effluent Reuse Facility 
CGB Soybean Plant will Approximately Double Reuse Demand

AGP SOYBEAN CRUSHING/CRACKING
Relocated Facility, Missed Opportunity

CARGILL (PRO GOLD)
Reliability & Expansion Precluded by Permit Restrictions

SPIRITWOOD ENERGY PARK
Water Options Limited

VALLEY CITY INDUSTRY
Water Options Limited

DAIRY/POTATO WASHING/HOG & BEEF, MISC. WATER DISTRICTS
Water Options Limited

1GRAND FORKS

2

CASSELTON

3WAHPETON

1

2

3

3

4

Projected Average Annual 
Economic Impact$1.7B

5
5

VALLEY CITY

*From Full Utilization of  Project Industrial Nominations

• 
• 
• 
• 

T • I 
1 
I 
I • • 
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PEAK ANNUAL 
POPULATION LOSS

AVOIDED DURING 
SEVERE DROUGHT

23,800 15,600
PEAK ANNUAL 

EMPLOYMENT LOSS
AVOIDED DURING 
SEVERE DROUGHT

PROJECTED ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF PROJECT
DURING DROUGHT
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MISSOURI RIVER

ONE OF NORTH DAKOTA’S 
GREATEST NATURAL RESOURCES

A DROP IN 
THE BUCKET!Accounts for 95% of  North Dakota’s surface water – we only 

utilize about 1% of  the water flowing through our state

Total amount of  Missouri River water needed is .5%, leaving 
99.5% of  Missouri River unaffected 
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MISSOURI RIVER
USE IT OR LOSE IT

ABERDEEN
• Completed Missouri River Feasibility Study
• Up to 32 MGD / 50 CFS

WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA 
REGIONALIZATION PROJECT
• Up to 67.8 MGD / 105 CFS

KANSAS OGALLALA AQUIFER
• 1982 Study Revitalized
• Up to 3,546 MGD / 5,540 CFS

COLORADO RIVER
• Reclamation has evaluated 

portfolios related to importing 
Missouri River Water into 
Colorado River Basin

RRVWSP
• Construction Underway
• Up to 120 MGD / 165 CFS

WYOMING 

·········: ....... . 
. . . . . . . 

0 

. . . . 

/c1 
o HOA : 

/ - --..., ... 

--

COLORADO 

. . . 

KA 

0 
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Funding Commitment to Implement Project 
Not just 23/25 Biennium Work Plan

• The State has been a vital partner in the 
development of  the Project. Now is the time to 
commit to full implementation of  the Project. 

• A strong State commitment provides confidence to 
local water systems deliberating on their level of  
involvement. 

• Cost efficient build schedule to get the project 
into service sooner, reducing risks and 
inflationary impacts. 

2023 LEGISLATIVE REQUEST

STATE COMMITMENT TO THE PROJECT 2023-25 BIENNIUM REQUEST

Using State Cost-Share Policy (75/25) 
leverages in additional $85M in Local 
Funding for $340M in total capabilities

$255 MILLION 

Shovel-Ready Construction (43 Miles of Pipeline)

Continued Design (40 Miles of Pipeline) 

ENDAWS Design (32 Miles of Pipeline)

> 
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Capitalization of  the Water Infrastructure 
Revolving Loan Fund

Having access to long-term, low interest financing saves 
hundreds of  millions of  dollars in local cost-share

2023 LEGISLATIVE REQUEST 

STATE FINANCING OF LOCAL COST-SHARE □ 
e
@
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2023-2025 WORK PLAN

CONTINUED
DESIGN

$4.4M

SHOVEL-
READY

$159.4M

CONTINUED
DESIGN

$8.3M

UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

SHOVEL-READY

ENDAWS 
DESIGN

$11.1M

McCLUSKY CANAL 
INTAKE & BIOTA WTP

DESIGN
INTAKE: $1.0M

WTP: $4.8M

TOTAL
$339M

* OTHER PROGRAM COSTS: $29.6M

$66.5M $53.1M 

SHOVEL-READY

Shovel-Ready 
Construction

(43 Miles of  Pipeline)

Continued Design 
(40 Miles of  Pipeline) 

ENDAWS Design 
(32 Miles of  Pipeline)

Lake 
Audubon 

G) 

GRAND FORKS 

VALLEY CITY 

RRVWSP (UTILIZING ENDAWS) F -~ ~-

PHASE 1 

(ENDAWS) (RRVWSP) 

PHASE 2 
11111 

PROJECT MAP 
INCLUDES ONLYTHE 

HIGHLIGHTED PORTION 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 
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SENATE BILL 2020

SECTION 10. RRVWSPSENATE
APPROVED

46-1 
$175M for 23-25 Biennium 

$953M Total State Commitment 
@ 75% Cost-Share 

Commitment Based on 10-Year Build 
Utilizing ENDAWS

23.0274 01000 

Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 
or North Dakota 

I otroduced by 

Appropriations Committee 

SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

A BILL for ao Act to provide ao appropriation for defraying the 

2 water resources. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NOR 

4 SECTION 1. APPROPRIATION. The fuods provided in this sect 

5 as may be necessary, are appropriated from special funds derived from 

6 income, to the department of water resources for the purpose of defraying th 

7 department of water resources, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending Jm-----~ 
8 2025, as rollows: 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Salaries and wages 

Ope rating expense.s 

Capital assets 

Waler supply • grants 

Rural water supply - grants 

Flood cootrol projects 

Discretionary fund for water projects 

General water - grants 

Total special funds 

Full-lime equivalent positions 

Base Level 

$20,537,867 

43,366,550 

98,467,437 

125,000,000 

59,600,000 

48,000,000 

0 

14227 275 

$409,199,129 

90.00 

Governor's 

Recommendation Ar;rnro~riation 

$23 ,809,878 S20,537 ,867 

59 ,479,068 43,366 ,550 

172,396,344 98,467 ,437 

270 ,000,000 125,000 ,000 

35 ,000,000 59,600,000 

115,000,000 48,000,000 

5,000,000 0 

14 233275 14 227 275 

$694 ,918,565 $409,1 99 ,129 

93.00 90 .00 

21 SECTION 2. ONE-TIME FUNDING. The following amouots refiect ooe-time fuoding items 

22 approved by the sixty-seventh legisla~ve assembly fo r the 2021-23 biennium: 

23 One-Time Funding De.scription 

24 Line of credit - Baok of North Dakota 

Page No. 1 

2021-23 

$50,000,000 

2023-25 

$0 

23.0274.01000 

> 

> 

> 
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FORECASTED SPEND SCHEDULES
STATE COST-SHARE AND INFLATION MITIGATION

WHAT IF PROJECT IS FUNDED AT A SLOWER PACE THAN IS BEING REQUESTED?

STATE COST-SHARE REQUEST
(PER BIENNIUM)

RRVWSP UTILIZING ENDAWS 
PROJECTED COMPLETION DATE

$55M ∞ (*Never)

$70M 50-Years (June 2071)

$100M 26-Years (Dec 2047)

$150M 16-Years (June 2037)

$175M 13-Years (Dec 2034)

$250M 9-Years (Dec 2030)

* Due to inflation outpacing project spend, project timeline is indefinite.  
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FORECASTED SPEND SCHEDULES – STARTING FY2023
STATE COST-SHARE – INFLATION ADJUSTED

PROJECTED STATE-COST SHARE BY BIENNIUM ($M)*

23-25 25-27 27-29 29-31 31-33
STATE SHARE 

(Savings)
LOCAL SHARE 

(Savings)
TOTAL PROJECT

(Savings)

10-Year
(SB2020)

$175.0 $221.1 $236.9 $253.8 $66.2 $953 $317 $1,270

10-Year
(Full Request)

$254.3 $194.5 $208.4 $223.2 $58.2
$939
($14)

$313
($4)

$1,252
($18)

8-Year $254.3 $280.9 $301.0 $78.5 -
$915
($38)

$305
($12)

$1,220
($50)

6.5-Year $254.3 $421.4 $221.8 - -
$897
($56)

$299
($18)

$1,196
($74)

*State cost-share of  75% and inflation adjusted to the projected year of  expenditure
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2023-25 Workplan

2023 LEGISLATIVE REQUEST SUMMARY

2023-25 BIENNIUM REQUEST
$255 Million (75% State Cost-Share)

STATE FINANCING OF LOCAL COST-SHARE 
Capitalization of  Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund

STATE COMMITMENT TO IMPLEMENT TOTAL PROJECT 
Look Beyond the 23/25 Biennium Work Plan

Shovel-Ready Construction 
(43 Miles of Pipeline)

Continued Design 
(40 Miles of  Pipeline) 

ENDAWS Design 
(32 Miles of  Pipeline)

Senate Passed $175M for 
23-25 Biennium; 
$953M Commitment



THANK 
YOU!

@RRVWSP

facebook.com/RRVWSP

www.rrvwsp.com

Serving the Water Supply Needs of Central North Dakota and the Red River Valley 

~ 
Lake Agassiz 

Water Authority 



 
FMWF Chamber Support for SB 2020 

 
March 9th, 2023 

 
Chairman Nathe and members of the House Appropriations - Education and Environment Division:    
 
For the record, my name is Shannon Full, and I have the pleasure of serving as the President/ CEO of the Fargo 
Moorhead West Fargo (FMWF) Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber's mission is to be a catalyst for economic 
growth and prosperity for businesses, members, and the greater community. On behalf of our over 1,900 
members, I respectfully offer testimony in support of Senate Bill 2020, as it relates to the Red River Valley Water 
Supply Project (RRVWSP).  
 
I would like to start by thanking members of the Legislative Assembly for their steadfast leadership and 
commitment to the FM Diversion project, protecting our region from the unpredictable Red River. With this 
project fully funded and construction well underway, our community is thrilled to have permanent flood 
protection in times of water abundance. Unfortunately, this unpredictability of the Red River leaves many 
throughout the eastern side of our state without a sustainable supply of emergency water during times of scarcity. 
The Red River Valley Water Supply Project is the solution to providing central and eastern North Dakota with a 
sustainable water supply, protecting hundreds of thousands of North Dakotans and thousands of businesses from 
drought.  
 
Naturally, as our population continues to grow throughout the Red River Valley, land and water usage will also 
continue to grow. This is why we believe both the protection against flooding and the supply of water are crucial 
components to the current and future development of our state and region. Just in the last year, our region 
generated over 18 billion dollars in gross regional product, producing millions in state revenue. This project will 
not only mitigate drought conditions but will foster economic development by meeting municipal and industrial 
water demands, ultimately securing and growing that source of revenue. The RRVWSP is key to the sustainability 
and development of our region’s health and economic vibrancy. 
 
The increasing demand for water is not only present across our great state, but across the nation. As you may 
know, states like California, Arizona, Nevada, and others throughout the western United States are in desperate 
need of sustainable water sources. Community and business leaders throughout those states have already begun to 
explore creative solutions that tap into the Missouri River’s water supply, such as a pipeline to feed the Colorado 
River Basin. While the feasibility of these projects may be unknown, their demand for water is certain. The timing 
of the project is pivotal to securing the necessary rights before the opportunity lapses. The FMWF Chamber 
respectfully requests that this committee provide this project with adequate and sustainable funding, to allow for its 
swift completion. 
 

On behalf of our members, I would like to thank the committee for your time and consideration.     

   

Respectfully,      

  

Shannon Full   

President/CEO   

FMWF Chamber of Commerce   
sfull@fmwfchamber.com   

#23252

q§l 
THE CHAMBER 

FARGO MOORHEAD WEST F ARGO 

mailto:sfull@fmwfchamber.com


 Eric Volk, Executive Director 

ND Rural Water Systems Association 

In Support of Senate Bill 2020 

House Appropriations Committee-E&E Div. 

March 9, 2023 

Chairman Nathe and members of the House Appropriations - Education and Environment 

Division, my name is Eric Volk. I am the executive director of the North Dakota Rural Water Systems 

Association (NDRWSA). Our vision is to ensure all of North Dakota has access to affordable, ample, and 

quality water. NDRWSA is committed to completing and maintaining North Dakota’s water infrastructure 

for economic growth and quality of life (see attached system map). Today I am submitting testimony in 

support of a Department of Water Resources (DWR) budget that allows for adequate funding to meet the 

critical water needs of Rural North Dakota.  

In addition to the Southwest Pipeline Project, Northwest Area Water System, the Red River Valley 

Water Supply Project and the Western Area Water Supply Project, there are currently many other rural 

and regional projects in various stages of development across the state. Some examples of these projects 

are the completion of the large expansion of the McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District, the further 

development of the East Central Regional Water District, and the start of a large user expansion for All 

Seasons Water Users District, in addition to several others; many of them located in the energy impacted 

areas of our state. All of the systems are key players in the state’s Agriculture Industry. The total cost of 

these rural and regional projects for the next biennium is $120 million ($87 million state grant is needed) 

(see attached funding map).  

These projects are designed to meet similar needs. Those needs include water quality and quantity. 

On the water quality side, the projects will help communities comply with federal mandates required by 

the Safe Drinking Water Act, including arsenic levels, nitrates, disinfection by-products, and total coliform 

bacteria. Quality issues also include water extremely high in sodium, sulfates, iron, and manganese. On 

the quantity side, many families do not have a potable source of water and even in this day and age must 

haul water for their families and livestock. 

#23253

RTH DAKO A 

ralWat 
SYSTEMS ASSOCIATION 



Meeting the demands of repairing & replacing aging infrastructure and complying with rules & 

regulations are taking its toll on many small and rural water systems. A study completed by the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency revealed the rates needed to cover future infrastructure repair 

and replacement for small systems will be four times as high as their larger counterparts. Another major 

challenge facing rural and small water systems is the ever increasing rural to urban migration, which 

continues to decrease the population base, and which adds to the cost to the individual consumer. This 

does offer a challenge in finding affordable ways to bring quality water to rural areas. Without significant 

state grant funding, the cost to the consumer is just too much for the average family to afford. 

The money spent on water projects in the past has been an investment in the future of North Dakota 

– an investment in economic development and quality of life for our citizens (see attached 23-25 project 

funding). Every rural water system that has been built in our state is still operating. They are providing 

safe, clean water to their customers, reducing their debt, putting money in reserve, complying with state 

and federal regulations, and doing so with a prudent rate structure; albeit higher than most municipalities 

charge (see attached rate schedule). Not only do rural & regional water systems serve over 170,000 rural 

residents, they also provide water to 266 (75%) of the state’s 355 incorporated cities (see attached map of 

cities not served by RW). 

With that said, the NDRWSA supports a Department of Water Resources budget that allows for 

adequate funding to meet the critical water needs of Rural North Dakota. Thank you for giving me the 

opportunity to provide testimony on behalf of the members of the NDRWSA. Eric Volk, 

ericvolk@ndrw.org.  

-

mailto:ericvolk@ndrw.org


RICHLAND

SARGENT

DICKEYMCINTOSH

EMMONS

SIOUX

GRANT

ADAMS

HETTINGER

BOWMAN

SLOPE

STARK

BILLINGS
GOLDEN
VALLEY

MCKENZIE

WILLIAMS

DIVIDE BURKE

MOUNTRAIL

DUNN

MORTON

OLIVER

MERCER

MCLEAN

RENVILLE

BOTTINEAU

MCHENRY

WARD

SHERIDAN

LOGAN

KIDDER

WELLS

PIERCE

ROLETTE TOWNER

BENSON

STUTSMAN

FOSTER

EDDY

RAMSEY

CAVALIER

NELSON

GRIGGS

BARNES

LAMOURE

STEELE

WALSH

PEMBINA

GRAND FORKS

TRAILL

CASS

RANSOM

BURLEIGH

Burke-Divide-Williams Rural Water Association
(701) 965-6029

McKenzie County
Rural Water Association

(701) 444-3452

Missouri West Water System
(701) 663-8549

State Line Water Co-op
(701) 336-7681

McLean-Sheridan Water Dist
(701) 448-2686

South Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Southeast Water Users District
(701) 242-7432

All Seasons Water Users Dist
(701) 228-3663

Northeast Regional Water District
(701) 265-8503

Central Plains
Water Dist

(701) 547-3751

Agassiz Water Users Dist
(701) 869-2690

Tri-County Water Dist
(701) 345-8595

East Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 599-2963

Cass Rural Water
Users Dist

(701) 428-3139

Northwest Rural
Water District
(701) 774-8915

Standing Rock
Rural Water

(701) 854-7477

Fort Berthold Rural Water
(701) 627-8185

R & T
Water Dist

(701) 568-3422

Northwest Area
Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Northwest Area
Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Southwest Pipeline Project
(701) 225-0241

Western Area
Water Supply
(701) 774-6605

Garrison Rural
Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Garrison Rural
Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

North Prairie
Regional Water Dist

(701) 852-1886

Upper Souris
Water Dist

(701) 385-4093

Turtle
Mtn Public

Utilities
(701) 477-6159

Water Service Provided By
South Central Regional Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Stutsman Rural
Water Dist

(701) 252-7727

Spirit Lake
Rural Water

(701) 766-1209

Barnes Rural Water Dist
(701) 845-1117

Dakota Rural Water Dist
(701) 524-2393

Walsh Rural Water Dist
(701) 352-3915

Ayr

Max

Zap

Jud

Ray

Mylo

York

Nome

Kief

Leal

Mott

Page

Hope

Kulm

Loma

Ross

Calio

Crary

Upham

Perth

Oakes

Alsen
Alamo

Grano

Gilby

Pekin

Minto

Plaza

Pisek

Tioga

Elgin

Regan

Hazen

Solen

Neche

Tolna

Balta

Adams

Wales

Hague

Dazey

Rhame

Landa

Golva

Dodge

Cando

Alice

Ryder

Leith

Aneta

Martin

Crosby

Colfax

Arthur

Sarles

Conway

Rogers

Ardoch

Amidon

Sharon

Hunter

Dawson

Hensel

Amenia

Hatton

Gackle

Dickey

Bisbee

Edmore

Hebron

Havana

Reeder

Berlin

Mohall

Fingal

Epping

Manvel

Ludden

Milnor

Medora

Kramer

Lawton

Kensal

Hoople

Haynes

Hannah

Carson

Buxton

Overly

Dwight

Oriska

Cayuga

Calvin

Forbes

Finley

Antler

Surrey

Esmond

Wilton

Taylor

Tappen

Sibley

Marion

Milton

Mercer

Bergen

Verona

Tolley

Sawyer

Noonan

Nekoma

Lankin

Carpio

Bowdon

Almont

Maxbass

Stanley

Leonard

Buffalo

Monango

Loraine

Balfour

Stanton

Newburg

Gardner

Brocket

Zeeland

Kenmare

Kathryn

Egeland

Inkster

Grandin

Binford

Elliott

Kindred

Douglas

Pembina
Ambrose

WalcottSheldon

Flasher

Hampden

Hamberg

Gardena

Niagara

Pingree

Lincoln

LaMoure

Deering

Edgeley

Wolford

Rutland

McHenry

Fortuna

Bucyrus

Mapleton

Mountain

Westhope

Streeter

McClusky

Berthold

Voltaire

Bathgate

Braddock

Killdeer

Wyndmere

Glenburn Edinburg

Buchanan

Fredonia

Des Lacs

Scranton

Wildrose

Columbus

Halliday

Portland

Mantador

Barney

Fairdale

Benedict

Reynolds

Bowbells

Anamoose

Walhalla

Sykeston

Hansboro

Thompson

Venturia

Hamilton

Lansford

Sherwood

Gascoyne

Clifford

Cavalier

Arnegard

Belfield

Wimbledon

Northwood

Courtenay

Brinsmade

Briarwood

Christine

Pick City

Osnabrock

Fessenden

Davenport

Underwood

New Salem

Center

Gladstone

Granville

Woodworth

Pillsbury

Hillsboro

Bottineau

Rock Lake

Selfridge

Pettibone

Galesburg

Strasburg

Cleveland

Hettinger

Hankinson

Glenfield

Ellendale

Merricourt

Glen Ullin

Fort Yates

Donnybrook

Montpelier

Coleharbor

Lidgerwood

Petersburg

Tower City

Richardton

Hurdsfield

Burlington

Great Bend

Argusville

Grace City

Litchville

Turtle Lake

South Heart

New Leipzig

Dunn Center

New England

Willow City

White Earth

Fort Ransom

North River

Starkweather

Spring Brook

Golden
Valley

Spiritwood Lake

Sanborn

Linton

Regent

Watford City

Beach
Sentinel

Butte

Munich

Langdon

Luverne

Cooperstown

Emerado
Larimore

Lisbon

Cogswell

Forman

Mooreton

Frontier
Prairie Rose

Reile’s Acres

Forest River

Crystal
St. Thomas

Casselton

Oxbow

Fullerton

Palermo

Williston

Dickinson
West Fargo

Dec. 2022

Incorporated Cities on a Rural or Regional System
7 
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*MANDAN *BISMARCK

*WASHBURN

*GARRISON

*MINOT *RUGBY

*DEVILS LAKE

*PARK RIVER

*CARRINGTON

JAMESTOWN

*VALLEY CITY

*FARGO

*LISBON

BEULAH

BOWMAN

NEW TOWN VELVA

ROLLA

GRAFTON

NEW ROCKFORD
HARVEY

HORACE

OAKES

WISHEK

*MAYVILLE

GRAND
FORKS

WAHPETON

DUNSEITH

ROLETTE

TOWNER

PARSHALL

LAKOTA

DRAYTON

COOPERSTOWN

HARWOOD

ENDERLIN

GWINNER

FORMAN
ASHLEY

NAPOLEON

STEELE

*RIVERDALE

*MCVILLE

GRENORA

ALEXANDER

PORTAL
LIGNITE FLAXTON

POWERS LAKE

WESTHOPE SOURIS ST. JOHN

MAXBASS
MYLO

KNOX
LEEDS

KARLSRUHE

DRAKE
BUTTERUSO

MAKOTI
MINNEWAUKAN

MADDOCK

GOODRICH

WING
TUTTLE

ROBINSON

MEDINA

STREETER

HAZELTON

LEHR

MARMARTH

FAIRMOUNT

ABERCROMBIE

OXBOW

PRAIRIE ROSE

HANNAFORD

MICHIGAN

FORDVILLE

WARWICK

CATHAY

SHEYENNE
OBERON

● Less than 500

● 500 to 1000

● Greater than 1000

* Full or Partial RW Provider

INC. CITIES THAT ARE 
NOT ON A RURAL OR 
REGIONAL SYSTEM

POPULATION (2020 CENSUS)

*HILLSBORO

VOLTAIRE
BERGEN

2022

• 
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RICHLAND

SARGENT

DICKEYMCINTOSH

EMMONS

SIOUX

GRANT

ADAMS

HETTINGER

BOWMAN

SLOPE

STARK

BILLINGS

GOLDEN

VALLEY

MCKENZIE

WILLIAMS

DIVIDE BURKE

MOUNTRAIL

DUNN

MORTON

OLIVER

MERCER

MCLEAN

RENVILLE

BOTTINEAU

MCHENRY

WARD

SHERIDAN

LOGAN

KIDDER

WELLS

PIERCE

ROLETTE
TOWNER

BENSON

STUTSMAN

FOSTER

EDDY

RAMSEY

CAVALIER

NELSON

GRIGGS

BARNES

LAMOURE

STEELE

WALSH

PEMBINA

GRAND FORKS

TRAILL

CASS

RANSOM

BURLEIGH

Burke-Divide-Williams Rural Water Association
(701) 965-6029

McKenzie County
Rural Water Association

(701) 444-3452

State Line Water Co-op
(701) 336-7681

McLean-Sheridan Water Dist
(701) 448-2686

South Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Southeast Water Users District
(701) 242-7432

All Seasons Water Users Dist
(701) 228-3663

Agassiz Water Users Dist
(701) 869-2690

East Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 599-2963

Cass Rural Water
Users Dist

(701) 428-3139

Northwest Rural
Water District
(701) 774-8915

Standing Rock
Rural Water

(701) 854-7477

Fort Berthold Rural Water
(701) 627-8185

R & T

Water Dist
(701) 568-3422

Northwest Area

Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Northwest Area

Water Supply (NAWS)

(701) 328-1050

Southwest Pipeline Project

(701) 225-0241

Western Area

Water Supply

(701) 774-6605

Garrison Rural

Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Garrison Rural

Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

North Prairie
Regional Water Dist

(701) 852-1886

Water Service Provided By
South Central Regional Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Stutsman Rural
Water Dist

(701) 252-7727

Spirit Lake
Rural Water

(701) 766-1209

Barnes Rural Water Dist
(701) 845-1117

Dakota Rural Water Dist
(701) 524-2393

Central Plains
Water Dist

(701) 547-3751

Missouri West

Water System

(701) 663-8549

Missouri West

Water System

(701) 663-8549

Northeast Regional Water District
(701) 265-8503

Walsh Rural

Water Dist

(701) 352-3915

Walsh Rural

Water Dist

(701) 352-3915

Turtle Mtn

Public Utilities

(701) 477-6159

Turtle Mtn

Public Utilities

(701) 477-6159

Tri-County

Water Dist

(701) 345-8595

Tri-County

Water Dist

(701) 345-8595

Upper Souris

Water Dist

(701) 385-4093

Upper Souris

Water Dist

(701) 385-4093

Devils Lake

Mandan
Bismarck

Minot

Jamestown

Dickinson

Williston

Fargo

Grand Forks

$7.1M 2

$3.8M4
$9.4M5

$2.5M3

$7.2M8

$6.3M9

$10.4M12

$3.8M13

$2.2M1

$3.8M15

$8.9M10

$7.1M7

$3.2M6
$3.8M14

$7.5M11

$36M16

$131.6M17

$46M18
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2718 Gateway Avenue #201 • Bismarck, ND 58503
Phone: 701-258-9249 • FAX: 701-258-5002
Email: ndrw@ndrw.org • www.ndrw.org

OUR VISION
 All of North Dakota has access to

affordable, ample, and quality water.

1 AGASSIZ WATER USERS DISTRICT – GILBY
Reservoir 1 to 3 Transmission Expansion

2 ALL SEASONS WATER USERS DISTRICT – BOTTINEAU
System 1 Expansion - Phase 2

3 CASS RURAL WATER DISTRICT – KINDRED
County Road 17 Improvements, System Wide Improvements

4 CENTRAL PLAINS WATER DISTRICT – FESSENDEN
Connection to the city of Maddock

5 EAST CENTRAL REGIONAL WATER DISTRICT – THOMPSON
Individual Service to Galesburg, Hillsboro WTP Expansion, Wellfield, Transmission & User Expansion

6 GREATER RAMSEY WATER DISTRICT – DEVILS LAKE
North System Capacity Improvements

7 MCLEAN-SHERIDAN RURAL WATER DISTRICT – TURTLE LAKE
Phase 2 WTP Construction, Phase 3 Expansion

8 NORTHEAST REGIONAL WATER DISTRICT – CAVALIER
Bulk Cities to Individual Services, WTP and Wellfield Expansion

9 NORTHEAST, WALSH, AGASSIZ, TRI-COUNTY, & EAST CENTRAL RWDS
Northeast North Dakota Long-Term Groundwater Supply

10 ROLETTE COUNTY - TURTLE MOUNTAIN – BELCOURT  
Highway 43 Reservoir & Pump Station Improvements, Three Mile Road Rural 
Water Main Replacement, Highway 3 and BIA 8 Water Main Replacement

11 SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL WATER DISTRICT – BISMARCK
Service to the city of Ashley

12 SOUTHEAST WATER USERS DISTRICT – MANTADOR
West System Water Treatment Plant Improvements

13 STUTSMAN RURAL WATER DISTRICT – JAMESTOWN
Raw Water Facilities Improvement, Service to the city of Streeter

14 TRI-COUNTY WATER DISTRICT – PETERSBURG
Phase 6 Expansion, Phase 7 Expansion - McVille Area

15 UPPER SOURIS RURAL WATER DISTRICT – KENMARE
Improvements & Expansion - Phase 2

16 NORTHWEST AREA WATER SUPPLY PROJECT (NAWS) – MINOT
2023-25 Treatment & Distribution Improvements

17 SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT (SWPP) – DICKINSON
2023-25 Treatment & Distribution Improvements

18 WESTERN AREA WATER SUPPLY (WAWS) – WILLISTON
2023-25 Treatment & Distribution Improvements
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Local Sponsor Project Name SWC 23‐25 Grant Local Share Total Project Cost
Agassiz Water Users District Reservoir 1 to 3 Transmission Expansion $2,150,550 $716,850 $2,867,400

All Seasons Water Users District System 1 Expansion ‐ Phase 2 $7,125,000 $2,375,000 $9,500,000

Cass Rural Water District County Road 17 Improvements $891,675 $297,225 $1,188,900

Cass Rural Water District System Wide Improvements $1,575,000 $525,000 $2,100,000

Central Plains Water District Connection to the city of Maddock $3,750,000 $1,250,000 $5,000,000

East Central Regional Water District Individual Service to Galesburg* $1,337,737 $445,913 $1,783,650

East Central Regional Water District Hillsboro WTP Expansion $2,124,513 $708,171 $2,832,684

East Central Regional Water District Wellfield, Transmission & User Expansion $5,954,906 $1,984,968 $7,939,874

Greater Ramsey Water District North System Capacity Improvements $3,216,410 $1,072,137 $4,288,547

McLean‐Sheridan Rural Water District Phase 2 WTP Construction $4,800,000 $1,600,000 $6,400,000

McLean‐Sheridan Rural Water District Phase 3 Expansion $2,300,000 $800,000 $3,100,000

Northeast Regional Water District Bulk Cities to Individual Services $2,698,986 $899,662 $3,598,648

Northeast Regional Water District WTP and Wellfield Expansion $4,500,000 $1,500,000 $6,000,000

Northeast, Walsh, Agassiz, Tri‐County, &
East Central RWDs Northeast North Dakota Long‐Term Groundwater Supply $6,255,647 $2,085,215 $8,340,862

Rolette County ‐ Turtle Mountain Highway 43 Reservoir & Pump Station Improvements $3,000,000 $2,000,000 $5,000,000

Rolette County ‐ Turtle Mountain Three Mile Road Rural Water Main Replacement $1,125,000 $875,000 $2,000,000

Rolette County ‐ Turtle Mountain Highway 3 and BIA 8 Water Main Replacement $4,822,500 $3,607,500 $8,430,000

South Central Regional Water District Service to the city of Ashley $7,500,000 $2,500,000 $10,000,000

Southeast Water Users District West System Water Treatment Plant Improvements $10,350,000 $3,450,000 $13,800,000

Stutsman Rural Water District Raw Water Facilities Improvement* $3,203,250 $1,067,750 $4,271,000

Stutsman Rural Water District Service to the city of Streeter $582,000 $194,000 $776,000

Tri‐County Water District Phase 6 Expansion $1,350,000 $450,000 $1,800,000

Tri‐County Water District Phase 7 Expansion ‐ McVille Area $2,464,500 $821,500 $3,286,000

Upper Souris Rural Water District Improvements & Expansion ‐ Phase 2 $3,750,000 $1,250,000 $5,000,000

Totals: $86,827,674 $32,475,891 $119,303,565

*Might be funded using 21‐23 funds.

$34,708,773 Would match what the DWR has for High & Mod

$34,275,307 Projects who were/will be funded partially in 21‐23

$17,843,594 Remaining Projects (Corrects lack of water)

$86,827,674 Total



Rural Water System Rates - February 2023

SYSTEM # of Users Minimum Cost $/1000 Gal. $/6000 Gal. Miles of Pipe

Agassiz Water Users District 1,400 $27.50 $8.50 $78.50 400

All Seasons Water Users District System 1-4 908 $40.00 $7.50 $85.00

All Seasons Water Users District System 4 Phase 1&2 124 $48.00 $7.50 $93.00

All Seasons Water Users District System 5 538 $48.00 $7.50 $93.00 1,700

Barnes Rural Water District #1 1,400 $50.00 $5.50 $83.00

Barnes Rural Water District #2 274 $60.00 $6.00 $96.00

Barnes Rural Water District #3 350 $56.00 $5.50 $89.00 1,200

Belcourt Public Utilities 3,500 $20.50 $5.75 $55.00 245

Cass Rural Water District 8,017 $27.00 $5.40 $59.40

Cass Rural Water District - Leonard Project 140 $40.00 $5.40 $72.40 2,400

Central Plains Water District (Old) 790 $30.00 $6.50 $69.00

Central Plains Water District (New) 340 $56.00 $7.25 $99.50 1,266

Dakota Rural Water District Expansion 1,035 $53.00 $6.50 $92.00 1,200

East Central Regional Water District 2,310 $40.00 $7.00 $82.00

East Central Regional Water District 2,469 $60.00 $7.00 $102.00 2,200

Fort Berthold Rural Water 2,500 $25.00 $5.00 $55.00 650

Garrison Rural Water District 822 $62.00 $8.00 $110.00 162

Greater Ramsey Water District 1,011 $35.00 $5.50 $68.00

Greater Ramsey Water District 1,132 $40.00 $5.50 $73.00

Greater Ramsey Water District 385 $45.00 $5.50 $78.00 1,650

McKenzie County Water Resource District 1,260 $45.90 $7.02 $88.02 1,530

McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #1 696 $62.00 $7.40 $106.40

McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #2 174 $65.00 $6.54 $104.24

McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District #3 113 $76.00 $7.80 $122.80 700

Missouri West Water System 2,005 $40.00 $6.59 $79.54 650

North Prairie Regional Water District (Existing) $54.00 $9.83 $112.98

North Prairie Regional Water District (New) 4,788 $65.00 $9.83 $123.98 2,500

Northeast Regional Water District/Langdon Branch 1,299 $63.00 $6.10 $99.60

Northeast Regional Water District/North Valley Branch 1,372 $50.00 $6.10 $86.60 2,512

Northwest Rural Water District 2,600 $45.00 $8.80 $97.80 1,200

R&T Water District 825 $50.00 $7.70 $96.20 514

South Central Regional Water District (Includes 500 gals) 6,260 $34.00 $7.50 $75.25

South Central Regional Water District 1,780 $40.00 $6.00 $76.00 5,000

Southeast Water Users District Central 623 $50.00 $5.75 $84.50 547

Southeast Water Users District Central-New 138 $55.00 $5.75 $89.50 147

Southeast Water Users District East 1,810 $31.00 $4.50 $58.00 1,372

Southeast Water Users District East-New 252 $55.00 $4.50 $82.00 201

Southeast Water Users District West 732 $50.00 $3.50 $71.00 743

Southeast Water Users District West-New 136 $55.00 $3.50 $76.00 166

Southwest Water Authority 7,465 $55.32 $6.47 $94.14 5,260

State Line Water Cooperative (includes 1000 gals) 452 $40.00 $6.25 $71.25 200

Stutsman Rural Water District 1,222 $43.00 $5.35 $75.10 1,100

Stutsman Rural Water District Expansion Project 1,347 $48.00 $5.35 $80.10 1,090

Tri-County Water District 1,200 $54.00 $7.00 $96.00 1,200

Upper Souris Water District 650 $35.00 $10.00 $95.00 600

Walsh Rural Water District R1 1,232 $36.00 $7.75 $82.50

Walsh Rural Water District R3 155 $48.00 $7.75 $94.50

Walsh Rural Water District R4 142 $55.00 $7.75 $101.50 700

70,173 41,005

Median $48.00 $6.50 $85.80

Average $47.15 $6.60 $86.53

Yearly Average $1,038.33



Rural Water Supply DWR Project Summary 
January 2023

System Project Approved Total Approved Total Payments Balance % of Balance Completion Status

North Central Carpio/Berthold Phase 2 4/1/2015 $258,691 $0 $258,691 0.71% Fall 2023

All Seasons System 4 Connection to System 1 12/11/2015 $4,900,000 $71,215 $4,828,785 13.18% $5,087,476 13.89% 2015 Dec. 2024

North Central Mountrail Expansion Phase 2 8/23/2017 $2,919,153 $1,244,997 $1,674,156 4.57% Fall 2023

North Central Mountrail Expansion Phase 3 8/23/2017 $3,384,126 $31,816 $3,352,310 9.15% $5,026,466 13.72% 2017 Fall 2024

Tri‐County System Expansion Project 8/9/2018 $28,929 $0 $28,929 0.08% $28,929 0.08% 2018 Completed

Dakota 2019 Expansion 4/9/2020 $2,053,156 $2,053,156 $0 0.00% Completed

East Central 2019 Expansion Phase IV 10/8/2020 $2,520,722 $2,022,930 $497,792 1.36% Fall 2023

North Prairie Minot to Velva Highway 52 Improvement 10/8/2020 $609,148 $129,378 $479,770 1.31% $977,562 2.67% 2020 Fall 2023

Walsh Drayton Water Supply Project ‐ Phase 1 & 2 2/11/2021 $7,323,029 $3,839,694 $3,483,335 9.51% Dec. 2023

East Central Hatton Water Supply 4/8/2021 $75,000 $75,000 $0 0.00% Fall 2023

East Central Grandin Water Supply 6/8/2021 $185,953 $124,343 $61,610 0.17% Fall 2023

Northeast Expansion ‐ Adams/Walsh RWD 6/8/2021 $50,000 $50,000 $0 0.00% Completed

Barnes 2021 Storage Expansion 10/14/2021 $112,000 $112,000 $0 0.00% $3,544,945 9.68% 2021 Summer 2024

Total Rural Water Carryover $24,419,907 $9,754,529 $14,665,378 40.03% $14,665,378 40.03%

Northeast Expansion ‐ Adams/Walsh RWD 6/8/2021 $160,000 $138,561 $21,439 0.06% Completed

Dakota 2019 Expansion 8/12/2021 $904,144 $185,291 $718,853 1.96% Fall 2023

East Central Hatton Water Supply 8/12/2021 $1,058,276 $640,442 $417,834 1.14% Fall 2023

Upper Souris 2021 Improvements and Expansion 8/12/2021 $590,000 $166,815 $423,185 1.16% Dec. 2023

Barnes 2021 Storage Expansion 10/14/2021 $770,711 $535,280 $235,430 0.64% Summer 2024

Agassiz 2022 Expansion Phase 2 10/14/2021 $332,500 $40,940 $291,560 0.80% Dec. 2024

Cass 2022 System Distribution Project 10/14/2021 $2,517,095 $203,472 $2,313,623 6.32% Summer 2023

McLean‐Sheridan McClusky Water Tower Replacement 2/23/2022 $2,577,559 $687,622 $1,889,937 5.16% Fall 2023

McLean‐Sheridan System Improvements Phase 2 2/23/2022 $5,490,186 $2,638,424 $2,851,762 7.78% Spring 2024

Walsh Interconnect with NRWD 2/23/2022 $2,175,000 $142,208 $2,032,792 5.55% Dec. 2023

Dakota Service to Hannaford and WTP Expansion 4/12/2022 $575,075 $59,400 $515,675 1.41% Dec. 2024

East Central Grandin Water Supply 4/12/2022 $528,000 $0 $528,000 1.44% Fall 2023

East Central WTP and Transmission Expansion 4/12/2022 $2,942,619 $1,086,432 $1,856,187 5.07% Dec. 2024

Walsh Drayton Water Supply Project 4/12/2022 $1,025,300 $0 $1,025,300 2.80% Dec. 2023

Central Plains Maddock WTP Feasibility Study 5/3/2022 $26,000 $0 $26,000 0.07% Summer 2025

Greater Ramsey North System Capacity Improvements 6/7/2022 $590,000 $115,991 $474,009 1.29% Fall 2024

Turtle Mtn. Highway 43 Corridor Expansion 6/7/2022 $2,600,000 $1,358,607 $1,241,393 3.39% Dec. 2023

Missouri West South Mandan Expansion 8/11/2022 $81,000 $0 $81,000 0.22% Dec. 2023

North Prairie Minot to Velva Highway 52 Improvement 8/30/2022 $2,022,000 $0 $2,022,000 5.52% Fall 2023

East Central Service to Galesburg 10/13/2022 $120,000 $0 $120,000 0.33% Summer 2024

South Central Hawktree Tank 10/13/2022 $120,000 $0 $120,000 0.33% Dec. 2023

Stutsman Well Field Expansion 10/13/2022 $250,000 $0 $250,000 0.68% Summer 2024

All Seasons Rolla Area Booster 10/3/2022 $26,000 $0 $26,000 0.07% Dec. 2024

All Seasons System 4 Connection to System 1 12/9/2022 $2,180,000 $0 $2,180,000 5.95% Dec. 2024

McLean‐Sheridan WTP Expansion 12/9/2022 $350,603 $44,063 $306,540 0.84% $21,968,519 59.97% 21‐23 Summer 2025

Total Rural Water 2021‐2023 $30,012,068 $8,043,548 $21,968,519 59.97% $21,968,519 59.97%

North Central Mountrail Expansion Phase II 8/23/2017 $62,475 $62,475 $0

North Central Mountrail County Water Phase II 8/23/2017 $2,055 $2,055 $0

Dakota 2019 Expansion 8/12/2021 $972,856 $972,856 $0

East Central 2019 Expansion Phase IV 10/8/2020 $144,521 $144,521 $0

North Prairie Minot to Velva Highway 52 Improvement 10/8/2020 $2,464,882 $2,464,882 $0

East Central Grandin Water Supply 6/8/2021 $1,454,047 $1,454,047 $0

East Central Hatton Water Supply 4/12/2022 $624,724 $624,724 $0

Barnes 2021 Storage Expansion 10/14/2021 $1,491,689 $1,491,689 $0

McLean‐Sheridan Service to Blue Flint Ethanol Plant 10/14/2021 $264,984 $264,984 $0

McLean‐Sheridan McClusky Water Tower Replacement 2/23/2022 $467,441 $467,441 $0

East Central WTP and Transmission Expansion 8/11/2022 $727,381 $727,381 $0

McLean‐Sheridan System Improvements Phase 2 2/23/2022 $1,667,714 $1,667,714 $0

Cass 2022 System Distribution Project 6/7/2022 $148,905 $148,905 $0

Cass ND Soybean Processors Facility & Pipeline 4/12/2022 $10,583,000 $437,031 $10,145,969

Dakota Service to Hannaford and WTP Expansion 4/12/2022 $121,725 $121,725 $0

McLean‐Sheridan WTP Expansion 12/9/2022 $34,898 $34,898 $0

SB2345 (SFRF) $21,233,297 $11,087,328 $10,145,969

Total Rural Water Supply $54,431,975 $17,798,077 $36,633,897 100.00% $36,633,897 100.00%

Budget Approved Balance

Other Rural Water $57,428,200 $30,012,068 $27,416,132

Other Rural Water ‐ Completed $2,171,800 $2,171,800 $0

Budget Rural Water 2021‐2023 $59,600,000 $32,183,868 $27,416,132



2023 - 2025 BIENNIUM  FUNDING REQUEST 

SB 2020 - DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES FUNDING 

GWEN CRAWFORD   |   VALLEY CITY ADMINISTRATOR   |    GCRAWFORD@VALLEYCITY.US   |    701 845 1700 

VALLEY CITY-SHEYENNE RIVER 

PERMANENT FLOOD PROTECTION 

“Thank you for your continued support of the Valley City 
Permanent Flood Protection Project. With your help we 

can continue to protect our city” 

#23279



CHAIRMAN NATHE AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE: 

Valley City sits along the Sheyenne River and is the first community downstream from Baldhill Dam. During the spring of 

each year, the Sheyenne River swells from snow melt with water levels peaking in March and April. During the spring of 

2009, our community encountered a record flood, only to repeat it with a near record flood in the spring of 2011.   

• Historic Crests (Top 5) 

• *20.69 ft  April 13, 2009 

• 20.66 ft  April 18, 2011 

• 20.00 ft  April 1, 1882 

• 18.78 ft  April 21, 1996 

• 18.09 ft  May 1, 2022  

 

 

 

Each time our community experiences flood conditions, considerable amounts of resources are expended to combat the rising 

waters. With nearly back to back annual flooding events, City and community resources have been stressed financially and 

socially in recent years. Economic impacts are felt months and years after the flood waters have receded. Years of facility and 

infrastructure repair follow these floods. 

To mitigate these disruptions to the community, our City is implementing permanent flood protection. The completed projects 

will provide permanent flood protection for our community eliminating the need for emergency flood fighting efforts for our 

citizens. Not needing to construct and remove emergency levees will mitigate damage to already aging city infrastructure that 

would be damaged by heavy construction equipment.  

Once completed, the goal of our project is to protect the community from the one percent (100-year) flood event as described 

by the Flood Insurance Rate Maps mapped by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

We are thankful for the legislature’s support of our flood protection project to date. Valley City has developed a long-term plan 

for providing permanent flood protection for the community based on the continued support from the Department of Water 

Resource and State Water Commission. Funding secured through passed legislative action has greatly reduced our cost to 

fight flood from the record flood in 2009 to the most recent flood in 2022: 

 

 

 

Temporary Levee 

Construction 

Pump Usage & Rental: 

Sand, Placement 

Removal & Clean-up 

Floodwall placement & 

removal 

Levee Removal & 

Restoration 

Totals 

Difference 

2009 

$1,492,220 

$411,360 

$963,020 

$0 

$4,030,900 

$6,897,500 

2022 

$268,100 

$312,000 

$60,790 

$210,600 

$845,000 

$1,696,490 

$5,201,010 

25% 

$4,500,000 

$4,000,000 

$3,500,000 

$3,000,000 

$2,500,000 

$2,000,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,000,000 

$500,000 

$0 

COMPARISON 2009 & 2022 
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CURRENT PROGRESS 

The permanent flood protection plan is outlined in multiple phases. Phase 1, completed in 2016, was centered on the area 

near Valley City State University (VCSU). Phase 1 funded in the 2013-2015 Legislative Biennium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 2 of permanent flood protection concentrates on a portion of the downtown area. This includes the section of Main 

Street which is located along the Sheyenne River in addition to protecting the area behind the power substation—critical in-

frastructure for the community. Construction started in the fall of 2017 and was completed in the summer of 2020. Phase 2 

was funded as part of the 2015-2017 Legislative Biennium.  

Phase 3 of permanent flood protection protects the City’s Master Lift Station. The Master Lift Station is constructed on the 

bank of the Sheyenne River and serves the entire City. Work started in the fall of 2019 and was completed in the summer of 

2020. Phase 3 was funded in the 2017-2019 Legislative Biennium. 

Funding for Phases 4 and 5 have been approved in previous Legislative Biennia. These phases of the flood protection project 

are in the planning phase with work focused on the Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) for the entire permanent 

flood protection system. As discussed above, only Phase 2 covers a portion of the downtown area, leaving a number of criti-

cal infrastructure components unprotected. Phase 4 focuses on building flood protection to protect this critical city infrastruc-

ture, including City Hall, the Fire Department, Police Department, Public Works, Mercy Hospital and two medical clinics. 

Phase 5 focuses on connecting the Phase 2 project that protects the downtown area with Phase 3 that protects the Master 

Lift Station. Phase 5 will protect numerous residential dwellings, a public school and other critical infrastructure. 



NEXT STEPS 

Following the planning efforts for the CLOMR and Phases 4 and 5, the City will turn their focus to Phase 6 of our flood pro-

tection project Phase 6 will continue our efforts to protect the downtown area moving our construction north to protect Mercy 

Hospital as well as the other critical infrastructure within this area of protection, including City Hall, the Fire Department, 

Police Department and local clinics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 6 concentrates on continuing the protection of Valley City through these construction activities to protect critical infra-

structure and surrounding neighborhoods:  

• Permanent concrete flood walls 

• Removable flood walls 

• Clay levees 

• Storm water pump stations 

• Bio-engineering stream bank restoration 

The City of Valley City asks for your support of Senate Bill 2020 and the funding of $13.2 million 

in grant funding through the Department of Water Resources for the continued construction of the 

Valley City Flood Protection Project. 

REQUEST 

PHASE 1 
PHASE 2 
PHASE 3 
PHASE4 
PHASE 5 - - - - - PHASE6 - - - - PHASE 7 - - - - - PHASES - - - - - PHASE9 



NAWS
PROJECT UPDATE
N D  D e pa r t m e n t  o f  Wa t e r  Re s o u r c e s

#23353



§ 1 Of 2 Two State-Owned Regional Water Systems In ND

§ Authorized By The Garrison Diversion Reformulation Act 
Of 1986 & The Dakota Water Resources Act Of 2000

§ Construction Began In 2002

§ Lawsuits Initiated Immediately

§ Favorable Ruling By District Court In 2017 

§ Upheld By Appellate Court In 2019

§ Construction Back Underway After 17 Years Of Litigation

NORTHWEST AREA WATER SUPPLY
NAWS



§ Designed To Serve A Project Area Of 81,000 People

§ NAWS Is Owned By The State Water Commission & 
Administered By The Department Of Water Resources 
(DWR)

§ DWR Is Responsible For Construction & Operation Of NAWS

§ Local Share For NAWS Is Provided By City Of Minot Through 
The 1% Sales Tax

§ Except For The Biota Water Treatment Plant Which Is A 
Federal Responsibility, City Of Minot Provides 35% In    
Cost-Share For NAWS

§ Bill To Change NAWS Advisory Committee To NAWS 
Authority (HB 1218) Has Passed  Both Chambers

NORTHWEST AREA WATER SUPPLY
NAWS



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 2

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase II) Design

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase III)

Souris Reservoir
& Pump Station

Bottineau Reservoir
& Pump Station

Inline Booster
Pump Stations

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 1

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase I)

South Prairie Hydraulic Control Structure

South Prairie Storage Reservoir

Lansford Reservoir & Pump Station

Columbus Sherwood Westhope Souris 

DIVIDE 
Noonan 

BURKE Renville • Corner Bottineau 
Bowbells 

Mohall 
Continental 

Lansford BOTTINEAU 

Grenora 

Glenburn 
McHENRY 

WILLIAMS Rugby 

MOUNTRAIL 

PIERCE 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 
McLEAN 

Audubon 



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 1

• Grenora 

DIVIDE 

WILLIAMS 

Noonan 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus 

BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope 

Glenburn 

Souris 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

McHENRY 

Rugby 

PIERCE 



The Project Was Broken Up Into Two Contracts

SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT 
INTAKE MODIFICATIONS

CONTRACT 1
Is For Work Inside The Existing Facility
(No Section 408 Permit Required)

CONTRACT 2
Is For External Work
(Section 408 Permit Is Required)



SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT INTAKE MODIFICATIONS

§ Letter Of No Permission Required From 
USACE Received On AUGUST 19, 2022

§ In September Bids Were Opened -
Included Materials With Long Lead Times 
For Contract 2 (Pipeline, Permanent 
Intake Screen, Valves, Fittings, Etc)

§ Included Cost Escalation Language In 
Contract To Secure Better Bids 

§ Bids Came In 250% Higher Than Estimate

CONTRACT 1



SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT INTAKE MODIFICATIONS
CONTRACT 1

Procurement Contracts
§ Includes Equipment With Long Lead Times
§ Contract Awarded At December 2022 

SWC Meeting

Demolition Contracts
§ Removal Of Existing Pump Unit No. 1 & 

Construction Of Bulkhead In The 
Discharge Structure On Lake Audubon

§ Contract Awarded At December 2022 
SWC Meeting

Construction Contract
§ Opened Bids January 18, 2023

Readvertised Contract 1 Split Into Three Contracts



SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT INTAKE MODIFICATIONS

§ Completeness Review Completed By USACE 
July 2022

§ USACE Has Indicated A Six-To-Twelve-Month
Review Period

§ SWC Executed 1156 Agreement With The 
USACE To Fund The Section 408 Review 

§ Expected Bidding Timeframe For Contract 2 -
February - August 2023 - Based On Corps 
Review Timeline

CONTRACT 2



SNAKE CREEK PUMPING PLANT INTAKE MODIFICATIONS
CONTRACT 2

§ Schedule 1 Will Include The Discharge Pipeline Which Is Necessary To 
Move Water To Biota Water Treatment Plant (Located At Max)

§ Completion Expected - Summer 2024

§ Schedule 2 Will Include The Intake Pipe Bore & Permanent Intake 
Structure

§ Completion Expected - 1-2 Years After Bidding (2024 or 2025)
§ Permitting, Funding, Construction Difficulties, Supply Chain Issues Are 

All Potential Variables

The Temporary Intake Screen Included In Contract 1 Will Be Used For Startup 
& Commissioning At Biota WTP & To Provide Raw Water Service To Minot

The Permanent Intake Will Improve Capacity & Water Quality For NAWS 

Contract 2 Will Be Divided Into 2 Bid Schedules



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase I)

DIVIDE 
Noonan 

Grenora 

WILLIAMS 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus 

BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope 

Glenburn 

Audubon 

Souris 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

McHENRY 

Rugby 

PIERCE 



PHASE I - FUNDING
§ Biota WTP Is For Boundary Waters Treaty Act 

Compliance & Therefore A Federal 
Responsibility Per Dakota Water Resources 
Act

§ Garrison Diversion Unit MR&I Program Is 
Reclamation’s Only Funding For Water 
Development In North Dakota

§ All Costs Incurred For Phase I Of The Biota 
WTP Have Been Reimbursed With MR&I 
Funds. Sufficient MR&I Funding Will Be 
Available For Phase I When FY 2023 MR&I 
Funding Is Approved

§ The Line Of Credit (LOC) Was Needed To 
Award The Phase I Contracts But Funding 
From LOC Has Not Been Accessed

BIOTA WATER TREATMENT PLANT



§ The Treatment Process Includes Clarification Through 
Flocculation & Dissolved Air Flotation, Dual Media 
Filtration, UV Disinfection, & Chemical Disinfection 
Through Chlorine Converted To Chloramine

§ Freeze-Thaw Lagoons Will Be Used For Solids Residual 
Handling (Sludge From The Clarification Process)

§ Includes A Shop Building For Storing Equipment For 
Building & Grounds Maintenance As Well As Staging 
Delivered Process Equipment During Construction Of 
Phase I & Phase II

Features

BIOTA WATER TREATMENT PLANT
PHASE I  



BIOTA WATER TREATMENT PLANT

§ Shop Building Complete

§ Cast In Place Concrete Complete

§ Half Of The Roofing System Has 
Been Installed

§ Working On Interior Walls, Process 
Piping, Coatings, Wiring, HVAC, Etc.

§ Substantial Completion Date On 
The Contract - December 2023

§ Final Completion - June 2024
§ Startup Dependent On Intake 

Contract 1 & Contract 2 
Discharge Pipeline Completion -
Scheduled For Summer 2024

PHASE I



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

South Prairie Storage Reservoir

South Prairie Hydraulic Control Structure

DIVIDE 
Noonan 

Grenora 

WILLIAMS 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus 

BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope 

Glenburn 

Audubon 

Souris 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

McHENRY 

Rugby 

PIERCE 



§ 10.5 Million Gallon Reservoir, Flow Control Facility, 
& Hydraulic Control Structure

§ Hydraulic Control Structure Is Nearly Complete, 
Flow Control Facility Cast in Place & Precast 
Concrete Is complete

§ Reservoir Floor & Reservoir Panels Have Been 
Cast & Reservoir Will Be Erected In 2023

§ Contract Cost - $15 Million (2021-2023 Funding)

§ Completion Date On Contract - November 2023

SOUTH PRAIRIE RESERVOIR & HYDRAULIC CONTROL STRUCTURE



Located 8 Miles North Of Max At Continental Divide

The Hydraulic Control Structure Protects The Pipeline By Eliminating Pressure Spikes 

SOUTH PRAIRIE HYDRAULIC CONTROL STRUCTURE



SOUTH PRAIRIE RESERVOIR & FLOW CONTROL FACILITY
14 Miles North Of Max



§ Current Objective Is To Deliver Lake Water To 
Minot Summer/Fall Of 2024
§ Intake Contract 1 Completion - Summer 2024

§ Contract 2 - Discharge Pipeline - Anticipated 
Completion Summer/Fall 2024

§ Delays In Construction May Delay Delivery
§ Supply Chain Issues

§ Pandemic Disruptions

§ Timely Permitting

§ Funding Limitations

§ Operational Conflicts With Minot     
WTP/Peak Usage

TIMELINE FOR LAKE WATER TO MINOT



Total Raw Water Capacity From 
Ground Water -17 MGD

MINOT INTERIM WATER SUPPLY
§ Raw Water Supply For NAWS From 

Ground Water Until The Intake For 
NAWS Is Complete

§ Summer Of 2021 & 2022 - Ground 
Water Wells Had Some Operational 
Issues

§ Issues Resolved & City of Minot Has 
Signed The Amendment to The 
Interim Water Supply Agreement



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase II)

DIVIDE 
Noonan 

Grenora 

WILLIAMS 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus 

BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope 

Glenburn 

Audubon 

Souris 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

McHENRY 

Rugby 

PIERCE 



Minot WTP Capacity Is 18 Million 
Gallons Per Day - Built In 1950s 
& 1960s

Phase I Construction Completed 
In 2013 Replaced The Filtration 
Units, Controls 

Phase II Construction Replaced 
Softening Basins, Added 
Pretreatment Building, Replaced 
Chemical Feed Systems

MINOT WATER TREATMENT PLANT



MINOT WATER TREATMENT PLANT

§ Currently Working Through 
Finishing Details

§ Both Basins Operational

§ Substantially Complete, A Few 
Weather-Dependent Items & 
Replacement Items With Long 
Lead Times Remain

§ Expected Final Commissioning -
Summer 2023

PHASE II



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Lansford Reservoir & Pump Station

DIVIDE 
Noonan 

Grenora 

WILLIAMS 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus 

BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope 

Audubon 

Souris 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

McHENRY 

Rugby 

PIERCE 



LANSFORD RESERVOIR & PUMP STATION
LANSFORD

Reservoir
4.5 Million Gallons

Pump Station & Operation Center
2500 GPM Capacity

Operational Since October 2022



LANSFORD RESERVOIR & PUMP STATION



BOTTINEAU/ASWUD PIPELINE
Began Water Service To Bottineau - October 19, 2022



NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Bottineau Reservoir & Pump Station

DIVIDE 
Noonan 

Grenora 

WILLIAMS 

- Completed Construction 

• 2021-2023 Projects 

Columbus 

BURKE 

Continental 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

• 2023-2025 Planned Projects 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope 

Glenburn 

Audubon 

Souris 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

McHENRY 

Rugby 

PIERCE 



BOTTINEAU RESERVOIR & PUMP STATION
BOTTINEAU

Reservoir
3 Million Gallons

Pump Station
1400 GPM Capacity

Completion Date

November 2024



2 0 2 3 -2 0 2 5  B I EN N I U M E X EC U T I VE  B U DG E T  
PROJECT FUNDING NEEDS

Total New Authority Request For 2023-2025
$61 Million (Includes $11.4 Million in 
Operations)

$25 Million Federal

$36 Million From City of Minot , RTF 



PROJECT FUNDING - ENGROSSED SB 2020

Total New Authority
$175.4 Million (Includes $11.4 Million in 
Operations)

$78 Million Federal

$47.4 Million From City of Minot , RTF 

$50 Million Line of Credit



Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 2

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase II) Design

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase III)

Souris Reservoir
& Pump Station

Inline Booster
Pump Stations

NAWS PROJECT AREAS

Grenora 

-
• 

Columbus 

DIVIDE 
Noonan 

WILLIAMS 

Completed Construction 

2023-2025 Planned Projects 

BURKE 

• Bowbells 

MOUNTRAIL 

Sherwood 

Renville 
Corner 

Mohall 

~ Lansford 

McLEAN 

Westhope 

Glenburn 

Lake 
Audubon 

Souris 

Bottineau 

BOTTINEAU 

McHENRY 

Rugby 

PIERCE 



THANK YOU
ND Department of Water Resources

701.328.2750

dwr@nd.gov

dwr.nd.gov

www.facebook.com/NDWaterResources

mailto:dwr@nd.gov
http://www.dwr.nd.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/NDWaterResources


#23480

NORTH 

Dakota I Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 

Options to general fund selected operations of the Department of Water Resources as presented to the Senate Education 
and Environment Committee. 

SALARIES AND WAGES 
OPERATING EXPENSES 
CAPITAL ASSETS 
WATER PROJECT GRANTS 

TOTAL 

General Fund 
$18,547,059 

21,294,089 
3,923,950 

$43,765,098 

Option 1 
Other Funds 

$5,262,819 
38,184,979 

168.4 72,394 
439,233,275 
$651,153,467 

Total 
$23,809,878 

59,479,068 
172,396,344 
439,233,275 
$694,918,565 

Option 1 funds all operations of the DWR except the 
Development Division wh ich includes NAWS, SWPP, 
and Devils Lake operations from the general fund. 

General Fund 
$9,008,417 

9,261,901 
2,094,500 

$20,364,818 

Option 2 
Other Funds 
$14,801,461 

50,217,167 
1 70,301,844 
439,233,275 
$674,553,747 

Total 
$23,809,878 

59,479,068 
172,396,344 
439,233,275 
$694,918,565 

Option 2 funds only the Administrative Division, 
Planning and Education Division, Atmospheric 
Resource Board, and data & technology of the DWR 
from general funds. 

1200 Memorial Highway I Bismarck, ND 58504 I 701.328.2750 I DWR.nd.gov 
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The Missouri River Joint Water Board is 
embarking on a program tagged the EAE 

Program - Educate, Advocate, and Engage -
for the Missouri River System in North Dakota. 

The program supports the Joint Board 
mission statement which seeks to provide ... 
"a coordinated effort ... (for) . .. management, 

conservation, protection, development, and control 
of the water resources in the Missouri River Basin:' 

The Joint Board believes an important 
component in achieving that mission 
statement lies in an aggressive and 

comprehensive program that: 

EDUCATES the general public and 
policymakers of the concerns of the users of 

our state with that river system ... 

ADVOCATES those concerns in clear and 
concise communications to state and federal 

leaders and regulatory agencies and ... 

ENGAGES with all the interests in our state, 
all t hose users and those who rely on or enjoy the 

benefits of the river system, so that their inputs and 
voices are heard in how the system is managed. 

DOES THIS PROGRAM INTEREST YOU? 

• Would you like to have more discussion or 
a special presentation of the Missouri River 
issues provided to your group? 

• Are you interested in being on a contact or 
email list to keep up to date on this program 
and other Missouri River issues? 

Do you have specific issues or concerns on our 
use of the Missouri River or of regulations of 
such use that may affect you? 

For more information on the program 
and to follow Missouri River issues: 

Wade Bachmeier, Chairman, 
Missouri River Joint Water Board 
wade@landmarknd.us 
701-400-4251 

Ken Royse, Program Manager, 
Missouri Joint Water Board 
ken.royse@gmail.com 
701-202-5459 

WEBSITE 
www.mrjwb.weebly.com 

FACEBOOK 
Missouri River Joint Water Board 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ rv 

~~~ 
Understanding and Pursuing 

Missouri River Benefits for North Dakota 

Missouri River Joint Water Board 

~ 

! ~~ :~rv~ 
I,____ Understanding and Pursuing 

I 

M issouri River Benefits for Nort h Dakota 

Missouri River Joint Water Board 

To jointly exercise p owers to provide a cooperative and 
coordinated 9f'ort i.n addressing the management, 

comervation, protecti.on, development, and control of 
water resources i.n the Missour i. River Basi.n. 



Which states contributed land 
to Pkk Sloan? 

• North Dakota: 584,000 acres 

• South Dakota: 597,000 acres 
• Montana: 590,000 acres 

• All Other States: 0 acres 

,•• ., . 

.. r.'·. MONTANA ~~//·::, 
('..·:. 

NORTH DAKOTA 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Which states contribute water 
into the Missouri River System? 

• Montana: 15,700 cfs 

• North Dakota: 6,600 cfs 
• South Dakota: 10,000 cfs 
• Wyoming included in MT, SD and NB 

• Nebraska: 19,000 cfs 

• Iowa: included in Nebraska 

• Missouri: 12,000 cfs 
• Kansas included in Missouri 

Water Usage By States: 
• Kansas: 160,587 AFY 

• Missouri: 466,065 AFY 

• Nebraska: 74,800 AFY 
• North Dakota: 117,570 AFY 

• South Dakota: 919,439 AFY 



#23793

Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 

Senate Bill No. 2020 
Base Level Funding Changes 

Executive Suds:et Recommendation Senate Version Senate Chanses to Executive Buds:et 

Increase Decrease - Executive Bud et 

FTE General Other FTE General Other encra t er 

Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total 

2023°25 Biennium Base Level 90.00 so $409,199,129 S409,199,129 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 0.00 so so $0 

2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes 

Base payroll changes $148,098 $148,098 $148,098 $148,098 so 

Salary lnctoase 1,404,288 1,404,288 1,049,393 1,049,393 (354,895) (354,895) 

Health insurance increase 449,618 449,618 459,961 459,961 10,343 10,343 

Adds FTE positions 3.00 703,398 703,398 0 (3.00) (703,398) (703,398) 

Adds funding for travel costs for new FTE 2,000 2,000 0 (2,000) (2,000) 

positions 
Adds a temporary employee for the Northwest 170,000 170,000 0 (170,000) (170,000) 

Alea Water Supply Project 
Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at 61,609 61,609 0 (61,609) (61,609) 

the same level as an FTE position 
Adds funcing for staff training and professional 80,000 80,000 0 (80,000) (80,000) 

development 
Adds funding for IT unification 4,082,784 4,082,784 0 (4,082,784) (4,082,784) 

Adds funcing for PRESENS Installations 1,572,800 1,572,800 0 (1,572,800) (1,572,800) 

Adds funding for maintenance of ground water 22,000 22,000 0 (22,000) (22,000) 

modeling and related hydrologic analysis 
software 

Adds funding from federal funds for RiskMAP 100,000 100,000 0 (100,000) (100,000) 

Adjusts funding among line llems, including an 0 0 0 

increase of S5.9 million In professional fees 

and services, a $1.8 million increase in other 

operating expenses, and a S7.7 million 
decrease In capital assets 

Adjusts funding for the Nonhwest Alea Water 0 0 0 

Supply (NAWS), Including a $5.16 million 

reduction in federal funds and a corresponding 

increase In other funds 
Transfers S24.6 million from the rural water 0 0 0 

supply grants line Item to Iha waler supply 

grants line item 
Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 so $8,796,595 $8,796,595 0.00 so $1,657,452 $1,657,452 (3.00) so ($7,139,143) ($7,139,143) 

One-nme Funding Items 

Adds one-time fundng for new FTE positions $19,320 $19,320 so (S19,320) ($19,320) 

equipment 
Adds one-time funding for IT unification 1,532,980 1,532,980 0 (1,532,980) (1,532,980) 

Adds one-time funding for increased motor pool 118,180 118,180 0 (118,180) (118,180) 

rates 
Adds one-lime funding for drilling supplies 180,000 180,000 0 (180,000) (180,000) 

Adds one-time funding for a navigabifity study 180,000 180,000 0 (180,000) (180,000) 

Adds one-time funding for airborne 750,000 750,000 0 (750,000) (750,000) 

electromagnetic survey (AEM) data collection 



Adds one-time funding for ground water modeling 
and related hydrologlc analysis software 

Adds one-time funding for the potential relocalion 
of the agency 

Adds one-time funding for the Bowman radar 
system 

Adds one-time funding to replace the drilling rig 
Adds one-time funding for flood control projects 
Adds one-time funding for water supply grants 
Adds one-time funding for capital improvements 
Adds one-time funding for discretionary waler 

project grants 
Total one-time funding changes 

Total Changes to Base Level Funding 

2023-25 Total Funding 
Federal funds Included in other funds 

Total ongoing chMges as a percentage of base level 
Total changes as a percentage of base level 

0.00 

3.00 

93.00 

3.3% 
3.3% 

so 
$0 

so 

72.665 72,665 

200,000 200,000 

1,800,000 1,800,000 

1,800,000 1,800,000 
67,000,000 67,000,000 

120,400,000 120,400,000 
77,869,696 77,869,696 

5,000,000 5,000,000 

$276,922,841 $276,922,841 

$285,719,436 $285,719,436 

$694,918,565 $694,918,565 
$36,053,261 

2.1¾ 2.1% 
69.8% 69.8¾ 

Other Sections In Department of Water Resources - Budget No. no 

Additional income 

Exemption - Water-related projects 

Loan repayment - Appropriation 

Discretionary funding 

Une item transfers 

Executive Budget Recommendation 

Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources 
trust fund available to the Department of Water Resources during 
the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium 
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be 
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority. This amount is not included in the executive budget 
appropriation. 

Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants 
line item in Section 1 Is for providing discretionary funds for water 
projects and capital assets. 

Section 7 would provide authority for the director of the Department 
of Water Resources to transfer funding between line items. 

0.00 

0.00 

90.00 

0.0% 
0.0% 

so $0 

so $1,657,452 

$0 $410,856,581 

$41,106,023 

0.4% 
0.4% 

Senate Version 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

so 
$1,657,452 

$410,856,581 

0.4% 
0.4¾ 

(72,665) {72,665) 

(200,000) (200,000) 

(1,800,000) (1,800,000) 

(1,800,000) (1,800,000) 
(67,000,000) (67,000,000) 

(120,400,000) (120,400,000) 
(77,869,696) (77,869,696) 

(5,000,000) (5,000,000) 

0.00 $0 (S276,922,841) ($276,922,841} 

(3.00) $0 ($284,061,984) ($284,061,984) 

(3.00) so ($284,061,984) ($284,061,984) 
$5,052,762 
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Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 
Senate Bill No. 2020 
Base Level Funding Changes 

Executive Budget Recommendation Senate Version Senate Chanscs to Executive Budsct 
Increase Decrease ~ Executive Bud et FTE General Other FTE General Other TE enera t er Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total 2023-25 Biennium Base Level 90.00 so $409, 199, 129 $409,199,129 90.00 so $409,199,129 $409,199,129 0.00 $0 so so 2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes 

Base payroll changes $148,098 S148,098 S148,098 $148,098 so Salary Increase 1,404,288 1,404,288 1,049,393 1,049,393 (354,895) (354,895) 
Health insurance Increase 449,618 449,618 459,961 459,961 10,343 10,343 Adds FTE positions 3.00 703,398 703,398 0 (3.00) (703,398) (703,398) 
Adds funding for travel costs for new FTE 2,000 2,000 0 (2,000) (2,000) positions 
Adds a temporary employee for the Northwest 170,000 170,000 170,000 170,000 

0 Area Water Supply Project 
Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at 61,609 61,609 61,609 61,609 0 the same level as an FTE position 
Adds funding for staff training and professional 80,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 0 development 
Adds funding for IT u,mcation 4,082,784 4,082,784 4,082.784 4,082,784 0 
Adds funding for PRESENS installations 1,572,800 1,572,800 1,572,800 1,572,800 0 
Adds funding for maintenance of ground water 22,000 22,000 22,000 22.000 0 

modeling and related hydrologic analysis 
software 

Adds funding from federal funds for RlskMAP 100,000 100,000 100,000 100,000 0 
Adjusts funding among line items, Including an 0 0 0 Increase of $5.9 million In professional fees 

and services, a $1.8 million increase in other 
operating expenses, and a $7.7 million 
decrease in capital assets 

Adjusts funding for the Northwest Area Water 0 0 0 Supply (NAWS), including a $5.16 million 
reduction In federal funds and a corresponding 
Increase in other funds 

Transfers $24.6 million from the rural water 0 0 0 supply grants line Item to lhe water supply 
grants line Item 

Reduces funding for rural water supply grants 0 (19,600,000) (19,600,000) (19,600,000) (19,600,000) Reduces funding for general water grants 0 (2,233,275) (2,233,275) (2,233,275) (2,233,275) 
Adds funding for water supply grants 0 158,000,000 158,000,000 158,000,000 158,000,000 
Adds funding for flood control projects 0 66,600,000 66,600,000 66,600,000 66,600,000 Adds funding for capital assets 0 23,473,352 23,473,352 23,473 352 23,473,352 
Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 $0 $8,796,595 S8,796,595 0.00 $0 $233,986,722 $233,986,722 (3.00) $0 $225,190,127 $225,190,127 One-Tlme Funding Items 
Adds funding for new FTE positions equipment $19,320 $19,320 so ($19,320) ($19,320) Adds funding for IT unification 1,532,980 1,532,980 1,532,980 1,532,980 

0 
Adds funding for increased molor pool rates 118,180 118,180 118,180 118,180 

0 
Adds funding for drilling supplies inflation 180,000 180,000 180.000 180,000 

0 
Adds fUnding for a navigability study 180,000 180,000 180,000 180,000 

0 
Adds funding for airborne electromagnetic 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 

0 survey (AEM) dale collection 



Adds funding for ground water modeling and 72,665 72,665 
related hydrologlc analysis software 

Adds funding for the potential relocation of 200,000 200,000 
the agency 

Adds funding for the Bo...nan radar system 1,800,000 1,800,000 
Adds one-time funding to replace the drilling rig 1,800,000 1,800,000 
Adds one-time tunding for ffood control projects 67,000,000 67,000,000 
Adds one-time tunding tor waler supply grants 120,400,000 120,400,000 
Adds one-time funding for capital improvements 77,869,696 77,869,696 
Adds one-time tunding for discretionary tunds 5,000,000 5,000,000 
Adds tunding for basinwide plan implementation 0 
Adds tunding from a line of credit 0 
Adds federal tunds for capital assels 0 
Total one-time funding changes 0,00 so $276,922,841 $276,922,841 

Total Changes to Base Level Funding 3.00 $0 $285,719,436 $285,719,436 

2023-25 Total Funding 93,00 so S694,918,565 $694,918,565 
Federal funds included in other funds $36,053,261 

Total ongoing changes as a percentage of base level 3,3% 2.1% 2.1% 
Total changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 69,8% 69.8% 

Other Sections In Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 

Additional income 

Loan repayment - Appropriation 

Discretionary funding 

Basinwide water plan Implementation 

Water projects stabilization fund 

Line of credit 

2021-23 biennium discretionary funding 

Red River waler supply 

Mouse River Hood control 

Southwest pipeline project 

Executive Budget RecommendaUon 

Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources 
trust fund available to the Department of Waler Resources during 
the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the waler projects 
stabilization fund lo the Department or Waler Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for lhe Western Area Water Supply 
Authority. 

Section 6 would provide that the discrellonary waler project grants 
line item In Section 1 Is for providing discretionary funds for water 
projects and capital assets, 

72,665 72,665 

200,000 200,000 

1,800,000 1,800.000 
1,800,000 1,800,000 

0 
0 
0 

1,000,000 1,000,000 
1,000,000 1,000,000 

0 
42,000,000 42,000,000 

0,00 so $50,633,825 SS0,633,825 

0,00 $0 $284,620,547 $284,620,547 

90,00 so S693,819,676 $693,819,676 
$78,045,586 

0.0% 57.2% 57,2% 
0,0% 69,6% 69.6% 

Senate Version 

Section 3 appropriales any additional funds available In the 
resources trust fund to the Department of Water Resources for the 
2023-25 biennium for expenses of the department, excluding 
operating expenses and salaries and wages. 

Section 4 appropriates S30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority, 

Section 5 provides that lhe discretionary waler project grants line 
Item in Section 1 may be used as necessary, except for salaries 
and wages, 

Section 6 provides that S1 million appropriated for baslnvide plan 
implementation Is for a pilot project lo provide grants for water 
conveyance, flood control, and other water projects. 

Section 7 identifies S 120 million of the amount app<oprialed in 
section 1 is from the water projects stabilization fund. 

Section 8 provides for the Bank of North Dakota to extend a $100 
million line of credit to the Department of Waler Resources, of 
which $50 million may be used for NAWS and $50 million may be 
used for SWPP. 
Section 9 amends 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of 
Water Resources lo use its discretionary funding as necessary, 
except for salaries and wages. 
Section 10 provides legislative inlenl for a total of $939,1 million for 
the Red River waler supply project, of which S175 million is 
provided during lhe 2023-25 biennium, 
Section 11 provides legislative Intent for a total of $380,5 minion for 
lhe Mouse River nood control project, of which S76, 1 million is 
provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 
Section 12 provides logislalive intent that lhe 69th Legislative 
Assembly appropriate $40 million for lhe southwest pipeline project 

0 

0 

0 
0 

(67,000,000) (67,000,000) 
(120,400,000) (120,400,000) 

(77,869,696) (77,869,696) 
(4,000,000) (4,000,000) 
1,000,000 1,000,000 

0 
42,000,000 42,000,000 

0.00 so ($226,289,016) ($226,289,016) 

(3.00) $0 (S1 ,098,889) ($1,098,889) 

(3.00) so ($1,098,889) ($1,098,889) 
$41,992,325 



Other Sections In Department of Water Resources. Budget No. 770 

Line item transfers 

Exemption . Water-related projects 

Emergency 

Executive Budget Recommendation 
Section 7 would provide authority for the director of the Department 
of Weter Resources to transfer funding between line items. 

Section 4 would prov/de that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium 
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be 
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biemium. 

Senate Version 
Section 13 provides authority for the director of the Department of 
Water Resources to transfer up to 15 percent of the total amount 
appropriated in the capital assets line ttem between the operating 
expenses and capital assets line items. 

Section 14 provides that any unexpended obligated 2021-23 
biennium appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects 
may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 15 declares the bill to be an emergency measure. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 2020 
LISTING OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO BILL 

Department - Water Resources 

Proposed funding items: 

Description 
1 Rural Water Systems Association - Various projects 

2 Lower Heart River Water Resource District 

3 Bismarck - Water treatment plant, Hay Creek lift station, Hay Creek interceptor, and 
treatment equalization basin 

4 Valley City flood protection 

5 Souris (Mouse) River plan 

6 Red River Retention Authority - Pilot watershed planning program 

7 Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) 

8 Red River Valley Water Supply Project 

9 Southwest Water Authority - Southwest water treatment plant expansion, West Zone 
transmission facility improvements, strategic hydraulic improvements, and 
supplementary intake pump station 

10 Wester Area Water Supply (WAWS) 

11 City infrastructure 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Total proposed funding changes 

Other proposed changes: 

FTE 
General 

Fund 

$0 

Garrison Diversion Conservancy District - Requested a true 50 percent cost share for McClusky Canal irrigators 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff 

for Senate Appropraitions - EE 
February 1, 2023 

Special 
Funds 

$91 ,000,000 

$12,300,000 

$108,000,000 

$13,200,000 

$100,000,000 

$12,000,000 

$61 ,000,000 

$255,000,000 

$131 ,600,000 

$46,008,750 

$1 18,000,000 

$948,108,750 

Total 

$91,000,000 

$12,300,000 

$108,000,000 

$13,200,000 

$100,000,000 

$12,000,000 

$61 ,000,000 

$255,000,000 

$131 ,600,000 

$46,008,750 

$1 18 ,000,000 

$0 

$0 

$0 

$0 

$948,108,750 

2 Individuals requested funding for landowners and townships negatively affected by the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. 

3 

4 
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Proposed Senate Proposed Senate Governor's 
Base Level Adjustments Version Recommendation 

Capital Assets 98,467,437 167,379,801 265,847,238 172,396,344 

Water Supply Grants 125,000,000 158,000,000 283,000,000 270,000,000 

Rural Water Supply Grants 59,600,000 {19,600,000) 40,000,000 35,000,000 

Flood Control Projects 48,000,000 66,600,000 114,600,000 115,000,000 

General Water Grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000 14,233,275 

Basinwide Plan Implementation - 1,000,000 1,000,000 -
Discretionary Funds - 1,000,000 1,000,000 5,000,000 
NOTE: The Senate version for capital assets includes $100 million from a line of credit and $47.8 million from 
federal funds that were not included in the Governor's recommendation. 
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Williston and Wi Iiams County 

2010 Census --+ 2020 Census 

22,398 83% 40,950 

Mcl(enzie County 

2010 Census --+ 2020 Census 

6,360 131% 14,704 



Membe Entity 
Ye81r Growth 

2011 2022 
(2011.-2022) 

M 1cKenzie Co,un:tyWater Re· ource District 2! 0 1466 63-3% 

Northwest Rural Wate·r ~ ROW 1383 26391 91%-

R&TWater 90 000 7&9% 

Total Coinniediii:ms 1673 49185 193% 



2021-2023 
Biennium Funding Request 



2023-2025 
B ienniu1n Funding Request 

2023-202S State 2023-202S 2023-202S 
Proposed System Improvements/Expansion Cost Share Budgeted State Budgeted Local 

Request Cost Share Cost Share 

NWRWD - BDW Rural Distribution Expansion PC $ 330,000 $ 110,000 
NWRWD - Trenton Area Rural Distribution Exnansion PC $ 622,500 ' $ 207,500 
R&TWD - Battle View/MoGreaor Rural Distribution Expansion PC $ 701~250 $ 233,750 
R&TWD - Stanley Transmission lmprovemenrs - Phase II C $ 5,362,500 $ 1,787,500 
R&TWD - Blaisclell/Palcnno & Misc. Rural Distribution System Expansion " PC $ 292,500 $ 97,500 
MCWRD - System IV Improvements/Expansion PC $ 247,500 $ 82,500 
MCWRD • Svstem Il Improvements/Expansion PC/C $ 5,775,000 $ 1,925,000 
MCWRD - Transmission System Expansion PC $ 1,447.500 $ 482,500 
NWRWD - County Route 9 Service Area C $ 4,320,000 $ 1,440,000 . . . 

• WTP t 35MGD C $ 26910000 $ 17 94-0 000 
ubtotals $ 46,008,750 $ 24,306,250 
otal 2023 - 2025 Biennium CIP $ 70,315,000 



Tami Madsen, Executive Director 
tami.madsen@wawsp.com 
701-609-0450 
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Rural Water Supply Update

SB 2020
House Appropriations – E&E Division
March 9, 2023

Presented By:
Eric Volk, Executive Director

ND Rural Water Systems 
Association

NDRWSA 
Vision:
All of North Dakota 
has access to 
affordable, ample, 
and quality water.

Testimony Topics

RURAL & REGIONAL 
WATER SUMMARY

2021‐23 FUNDING 
SUMMARY

2023‐25 FUNDING 
MAP

2023‐25 FUNDING 
LIST

RW RATES CITIES NOT SERVED 
BY RW

Rural Water 
Background

• RW was started in the 
late 60’s and Early 70’s
– Lots of $$$ on their Own
– Federal Loans (USDA‐RD)
– State Loans
– Mid 80’s Federal MR&I 
Program

– 1996 EPA SRF Loan 
Program

– 2000 Dakota Water 
Resources Act

– Early 2010’s Resources 
Trust Fund (RTF)

1 2

3 4

#24352
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Use of the RTF

Fixed Inadequate flow, quantity, and pressure issues 
(at an affordable rate) for rural residents and 

smaller communities.

Helped hook‐up ND citizens & cities to affordable, 
ample, and quality water. System 

Sustainability

Serving Cities, Rural Users, the Ag 
Industry and anyone else along the 

way, help make it all work.

Serving Cities, Rural Users, the Ag 
Industry and anyone else along the 

way, help make it all work.

Understand that Proper Reserves are 
Necessary for System Longevity

Understand that Proper Reserves are 
Necessary for System Longevity

Perform Routine Repair & ReplacementPerform Routine Repair & Replacement

Systems have User Fees and Charge 
Accordingly

Systems have User Fees and Charge 
Accordingly

5 6

7 8
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FIGURE 1. RURAL WATER USER ASSOCIATIONS IN NORTH DAKOTA , 
FEBRUARY, 1975 

SOURCE: ~. B, IIA.C(!CHAN & .O.SSOCIATES, INC., FEBRUARV, 1975. 

STATUS 0r WATER SYSTEMS 

Cffl OPERATIONAL 

mmfflUNOeRCONSTRUCTIOO 

- PLAN;,,NGSTAGE 

Incorporated Cities on a Rural or Regional System 
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Rural/Regional Water on a 
Statewide Basis

Touches Every County in the State

Provides Water Service to over 170,000 Rural Residents 

through over 70,000 Connections

Network of 41,000 Miles of Pipe

Serves 75% of ND’s 355 Inc. Cities

Furnishes Water Service to nearly 129,000 Residents in Cities

No Taxing Authority

Did Not Receive Any Direct Federal Stimulus Dollars*

Do Not Have a Prairie Dog Bucket

ND Water Service Data

355 Inc. Cities

266 on Rural/Regional 
Water

108 are Ind. Metered

158 are Bulk Users

89 Cities have their own 
Source

4 from Other Cities

8 from Ind. Wells

77 from Own Source

Service Population by %

• 60% Cities not on RW 
• 38% on RW

–Residential
–City

• 1% Census Designated Places not on RW or 
counted in the City #s (AFBs)

• 1% Remaining to serve

9 10

11 12

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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21‐23 
Funding 
Recap

• $59.6M in the RW Bucket
–WAWS is in the Water Supply 
Bucket

– SWPP & NAWS are in the 
Capital Assets Bucket

–Other Rural/Regional Systems

• $21.2M has been added from 
the State Fiscal Recovery Funds
–$10.6M for ND Soybean Plant
–$10.6M for 21‐23 & Carryover

21‐23 
Funding 
Recap

• $37.2M Approved so far
• $22.4M Unobligated
• $10M for April Meeting
• $10M for June Meeting

–Bidding will determine 
exact $$$

23‐25 Funding Need

$119M WORTH OF 
PROJECTS

$87M OF GRANT 
FUNDING IS NEEDED

13 14

15 16

• 
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Why is  Rural Water 
Funding Needed?

The grant funding allows those residents in 
smaller communities and rural areas to receive 
a basic necessity of life for a reasonable price. 

Those rural residents do pay their fair share 
through historically higher rates.

Why is  Rural Water 
Funding Needed?

• Grant funding (Federal & State) has been 
a successful mechanism for providing 
and maintaining water service in rural 
areas. 

17 18

19 20
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Why is  Rural Water 
Funding Needed?

• In the mid 1990’s, the systems provided 
water service to about 90,000 residents. 
Today, they serve around 300,000 
residents. 

Why is  Rural Water 
Funding Needed?

• Proper Federal and State grant funding, 
100s of millions (maybe Billions) of 
dollars of loans/other pay backs and an 
immense amount of hard work by the 
systems, make this all possible.

Why is  Rural Water 
Funding Needed?

Increased demands of the Agriculture 
Industry. 

Helping our farmers and ranchers 
economically feed the world.

They provide us with the food security 
we sometimes take for granted. 

Carryover 
Authority

• Section 14
• RW Bucket currently has 
$36.6M of projects in 
progress. 

21 22

23 24
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Thank You!

Eric Volk
Executive Director
ericvolk@ndrw.org
701‐391‐5080
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SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY
2021-2023
Base Level

2023-2025
Executive Rec.

Engrossed
SB 2020

Salaries & Wages $20,537,867 $23,809,878 $23,465,326

Operating Expenses $43,366,550 $59,479,068 $59,479,068

Capital Assets $98,467,437 $172,396,344 $300,383,950

Water Supply Projects $125,000,000 $270,000,000 $283,000,000

Rural Water Supply $59,600,000 $35,000,000 $40,000,000

Flood Control Projects $48,000,000 $115,000,000 $114,600,000

General Water Projects $14,227,275 $14,233,275 $12,000,000

Discretionary Projects - $5,000,000 $1,000,000

Basinwide Plan - $0 $1,000,000

TOTAL $409,199,129 $694,918,565 $834,928,344

Full Time Equivalents (FTE) 90 93 93



SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY
2023-25 SALARIES AND WAGES

2023-2025
Executive Rec.

Engrossed
SB 2020

2021-23 Salaries & Wages Base $20,537,867 $20,537,867
Cost to continue adjustment 148,098 148,098
Salary and health insurance increase 1,795,562 1,499,354
3 FTE (Regulatory Division, Water Appropriation & PRESENS 
System Support) 751,742 703,398

1 Full Time Temp - NAWS 170,000 170,000
4 temporary employees to install PRESENS systems 345,000 345,000
Full Time Temp (Benefits) 61,609 61,609

2023-25 Salaries & Wages $23,809,878 $23,465,326

Base Request Recommendation
Full Time Equivalents (FTE) 90 3 93



ADDRESSING SALARY CHALLENGES FOR       
OUR TEAM MEMBERS

Example:
Hydrologist Positions Are 
Well Below Private Sector.

HYDROLOGIST 
POSITIONS

22%

DWR SUPPORTS
SENATE BILL 2015

EXECUTIVE REQUEST

$645K
Recommended To Address 
Internal Equity & External 
Market Factors That Affect 

Existing Team Members. This 
Would Assist With Reducing 
Turn-over & Would Support 

Competitive Pay & 
Compression Adjustments.



SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY
2023-25 OPERATING EXPENSES 2023-2025

Executive Rec.
Engrossed
SB 2020

2021-23 Operating Expenses Base $43,366,550 $43,366,550

Shifted Funding From Capital Assets Primarily For Engineering Fees & 
Utilities 7,744,789 7,744,789

IT Standardization, Applications, & Security ($1,532,980 one-time) 5,615,764 5,615,764
PRESENS Installations 1,227,800 1,227,800
Professional Development 80,000 80,000
Groundwater Modeling/Analysis Software ($72,665 one-time) 94,665 94,665
Computers for 3 New FTE ($19,320 one-time) & Travel Expense Increase 
($2,000) 21,320 21,320

AEM Survey Technology (All one-time) 750,000 750,000
Motor Pool Rate Increase (All one-time) 118,180 118,180
Drilling Supply Cost Increases (All one-time) 180,000 180,000
Navigability Study (All one-time) 180,000 180,000
RiskMAP - *Federal Funding Spending Authority 100,000 100,000

2023-25 Operating Expenses $59,479,068 $59,479,068



SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY
2023-25 CAPITAL ASSETS

2023-2025
Executive Rec.

Engrossed
SB 2020

2021-23 Capital Assets Base $98,467,437 $98,467,437
Shifted Funding From Capital Assets Primarily For Engineering 
Fees & Utilities (7,740,789) (7,740,789)

State Owned Water Project Funding (All one-time)* 77,869,696 205,857,302
Bowman Radar Replacement (All one-time) 1,800,000 1,800,000
New Drilling Rig (All one-time) 1,800,000 1,800,000
Office Modification (All one-time) 200,000 200,000

2023-25 Capital $172,396,344 $300,383,950

*A $100 million line of credit from the Bank of North Dakota was provided, of which $50 million was for SWPP 
and $50 million was for NAWS. Federal funding was also increased from $25 million to $78 million.
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TOTAL OPTIONAL REQUESTS

3 FTE ($19,320 equipment and $2,000 travel)
1 Full Time Temp - NAWS
Motor Pool Rate Increase
IT Standardization, Applications, & Security
PRESENS Installations & Temp Salaries
Drilling Supply Cost Increases
Navigability Study
AEM Survey Technology
Groundwater Modeling/Analysis Software
Professional Development
Full Time Temp - FTE Conversion
Bowman Radar Replacement
New Drilling Rig
Office Modifications
RiskMAP - *Federal Funding Spending Authority

$773,062
$170,000
$118,180

$5,615,764
$1,572,800
$180,000
$180,000
$750,000
$94,665
$80,000
$61,609

$1,800,000
$1,800,000
$200,000
$100,000*

$13,496,080

$724,718
$170,000
$118,180

$5,615,764
$1,572,800
$180,000
$180,000
$750,000
$94,665
$80,000
$61,609

$1,800,000
$1,800,000
$200,000
$100,000*

$13,447,736
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REQUEST FOR 
3 FTE

Includes One For The Regulatory 
Division To Assist With Permitting & 
Two For The Water Appropriation 
Division That Would Work On Water 
Appropriation & PRESENS System 
Support

Assist With Significantly Reducing 
Delays So Constituents Receive 
Permits In A Timelier Manner

TEMPORARY WATER PERMIT APPLICATIONS (ANNUAL)

TRENDS IN REGULATORY APPLICATIONS & REVIEWS

2023-2025 REQUEST: 
$773,062
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To Consolidate & Standardize IT Services Under One Umbrella 
Through NDIT:

§ File Services

§ Computational Infrastructure For Scientific Applications

§ Big Data Development/Production For Various Data Types

§ Big Data Administrative Costs

§ Costs Associated With Additional FTE For NDIT

§ Business Analysis

§ Project Management

§ Project Oversight

IT STANDARDIZATION, APPLICATIONS & SECURITY 

2023-2025 Request: 
$5,615,764



2023-2025 PURPOSE FUNDING

Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) | Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) | Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) | Western Area Water Supply (WAWS)

Executive
Rec.

Eng.
SB 2020



Construction Costs – Capital Assets

Engineering Fees – Operating Expenses2023-2025

$143.3M

SOUTHWEST PIPELINE 
PROJECT

STATE OWNED WATER PROJECTS $240.7M

$ 1
3.
3M

$130M*
2023-2025

$97.4M

NORTHWEST AREA WATER 
SUPPLY PROJECT

Construction Costs – Capital Assets

Engineering Fees – Operating Expenses

$ 1
1.
4M

$86M*
Other: $2M was provided for the Devils Lake outlet
*A $100M line of credit from the Bank of North Dakota was provided, of which $50M was for SWPP and 
$50M was for NAWS.



2021-2023 PURPOSE FUNDING

APPROVED

UNOBL IGATED

FEBRUARY 28, 2023

*Capital 
Assets bucket 

includes 
$45.6M line of 

credit.

Mouse 
River Flood

Basin
Wide Plan

Discretionary 
Funds

Flood Control 
Projects

Water 
Supply

Rural 
Water

General 
Water

*Capital 
Assets

Federal Funds-State 
Fiscal Recovery Funds -
SB 2345

Spent or ObligatedESTIMATED CARRYOVER
$405M



SECTION 3
§ Additional Income Appropriation Section For 

Additional Amounts In The Resources Trust Fund For 
Defraying The Expenses Of The Department, 
Excluding Operating Expenses & Salaries & Wages.

SECTION 5
§ A Section Identifying The Purpose Of The 

Discretionary Funds Which May Be Used As 
Necessary Except For Salaries & Wages.

SECTION 8
§ A Section Authorizing A $100 Million Line Of Credit 

From The Bank Of North Dakota For NAWS ($50 
Million) & SWPP ($50 Million). SB 2196 Also Includes 
A Line Of Credit For NAWS That Should Be Removed.

OTHER ENG. SB 2020 SECTIONS



SECTIONS 10, 11, & 12
§ Intent Related To Red River Valley Water Supply ($175M 2023-

2025 With $953M Total Remaining), Mouse River Flood Control 
($76.1M 2023-2025 With $380.5M Total Remaining), & 
Southwest Pipeline Project ($40M Through 2025-2027).

SECTION 13
§ A Section Providing Authority For Line-Item Transfers Up To 

$13,292,362 Between The Operating & Capital Assets Line Items.

SECTION 14 
§ Exemption Section Providing Authority To Carryover $405 

Million Of Unexpended Obligated & Unobligated Funding 
Related To Water Projects.

SECTION 15
§ A Section Declaring SB 2020 To Be An Emergency Measure.

OTHER ENG. SB 2020 SECTIONS



SB 2020: REQUESTED CHANGES

Changes to Eng. SB 2020:
• Increase discretionary funding from $1 million to the executive recommendation of $5 million.
• Increase salary and wage increases to the executive recommended level of 6% and 4%.
• Amend Section 12 to identify the $40 million is for the SWPP water treatment plant.
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Testimony 
Senate Bill 2020—Department of Water Resources 

House Appropriations Committee 
Representative Mike Nathe, Chairman  

March 14, 2023 
 

Good afternoon, Chairman Nathe, and members of the House Appropriations 

Environment and Education Committee, I am Andrea Travnicek, Director of the 

North Dakota Department of Water Resources.  As the director, I serve as head of 

the Department of Water Resources and Secretary to the State Water Commission. 

 

1. Cite the North Dakota Century Code chapter(s) associated with the agency and 

list its major statutory responsibilities. 

The statutory authorities of the Department of Water Resources (DWR), and State 

Water Commission (SWC) are provided in North Dakota Century Code Title 61.  The 

67th Legislative Assembly passed HB 1353 which combined the SWC agency and 

the Office of the State Engineer into the DWR (or Department).  The DWR is now a 

Cabinet agency that reports directly to the Governor. DWR serves as the primary 

funding entity for critical water infrastructure; appropriates the state’s water 

resources; and is responsible for other water-related regulatory and management 

functions that ensure public safety and support the long-term sustainability and 

beneficial use of North Dakota’s water resources. The overall mission of DWR is to 

responsibly manage North Dakota’s water needs and risks for the people’s benefit. 

 

The SWC board still exists and consists of the Governor as chairman, the 

Commissioner of Agriculture, and eight members representing the state’s major 

drainage basins who are appointed by the Governor to serve terms of six years 

each.  The primary function of the SWC is to review and consider cost-share 

requests from project sponsors seeking financial assistance from DWR.    

 

Water development and associated project funding are a function of the SWC and 

include state projects such as the Southwest Pipeline Project, the Northwest Area 

Water Supply, and Devils Lake outlets and Tolna Coulee control structure used for 

#24506
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flood control purposes. The SWC promotes water development by providing cost-

share assistance for many local projects such as flood control, water conveyance, 

water supply systems, and other general water management efforts. The DWR has 

a project management role for the state projects and reviews and recommends 

projects for funding approval by the SWC. 

 

Regulatory functions fall under the responsibility of the DWR.  Specifically, they 

include water appropriation or water rights, drainage, floodplain management, 

sovereign land management, and dam safety.  

 

DWR also has an active role in public information and education regarding the 

nature and occurrence of the state's water resources.  This includes public outreach 

and education related to DWR functions. 

 

2. Explain the purpose of the agency’s various divisions/programs – attach 

organizational chart. 

As illustrated by our organizational chart (see attached), DWR is comprised of 92 

Full Time Equivalent employees (FTE), including 2 FTE approved by the Emergency 

Commission and Legislative Management’s Budget Section in March 2022. One 

temporary employee was also approved at that time through the Budget Section. 

This is a temporary increase of 2 FTE from the previous biennium. DWR is 

requesting to permanently retain the 2 FTE approved through Budget Section as 

well as convert the temporary employee approved through the March 2022 Budget 

Section as an FTE for a total request of 3 FTE or 93 FTE overall.  

 

As the director, I serve as the head of the Department of Water Resources, 

providing overall leadership and decision-making responsibilities and oversee the 

State Engineer and DWR team members.  In addition, as mentioned previously, I 

serve as the Secretary to the State Water Commission. 
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North Dakota’s State Engineer, John Paczkowski, is responsible for several 

regulatory functions and responsibilities, including allocation of the state’s waters, 

dam safety, and drainage.   

 

The Administrative Services Division, directed by Chris Kadrmas, provides agency 

operational support including accounting, budgeting, human resources, records 

management, and SWC meeting administrative support. 

 

The Atmospheric Resources Division, directed by Darin Langerud, is responsible for 

the administration of cloud seeding activities in the state, conducts atmospheric 

research, provides student intern training opportunities, and performs weather-

related data collection and analyses. 

 

The Planning and Education Division, directed by Patrick Fridgen, maintains and 

updates a Water Development Plan for the State of North Dakota, and administers a 

cost-share program in support of that plan. Division staff also participate in 

numerous regional, state, local, and inter-office planning activities; manage the 

agency’s water education programs; coordinate environmental reviews; manage the 

Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply Assistance Program (when activated); and 

oversee public outreach and media relations efforts. This Division also ensures 

implementation of the Five-Year Strategic Plan. 

 

The Regulatory Division, directed by Aaron Carranza, is responsible for the review 

and permitting of drain, dike, dam, and sovereign land applications; administration of 

North Dakota’s Dam Safety Program; assisting communities with floodplain 

management through Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)’s National 

Flood Insurance Program; administration of FEMA’s Risk Mapping, Assessment, 

and Planning program; sovereign land management, including ordinary high water 

mark delineations; general water resource district support; and the Silver Jackets 

Program that is in partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
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The Water Appropriation Division, directed by Chris Bader, is responsible for the 

processing of water permit applications, water rights evaluations, hydrologic data 

collection, water supply investigations, and economic development support activities. 

This Division is also responsible for providing the technology infrastructure required 

to support the scientific and regulatory functions for the agency; the office and back-

office automation functions to address workflow and integration requirements; and 

the development and maintenance of the data management infrastructure used to 

support agency water resource management initiatives such as PRESENS. 

 

Finally, the Water Development Division, directed by Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, is 

responsible for preliminary engineering, construction, and maintenance of water 

resource projects; flood response and recovery; construction of Southwest Pipeline 

Project (SWPP); construction, operation, and maintenance of Northwest Area Water 

Supply project; and operation and maintenance of the Devils Lake outlets and Tolna 

Coulee control structure. Division staff also represent the agency nationally and 

internationally on Missouri River, Red River, and Souris River issues. 

 

As discussed above, the SWC is made up of eight Governor-appointed members 

representing the state’s major river basins.  North Dakota’s current SWC members 

who represent the eight basins are Michael Anderson (Lower Red River), Connie 

Ova (James River), Richard Johnson (Devils Lake), Gene Veeder (Upper Missouri 

River), April Walker (Upper Red River), James Odermann (Little Missouri, Upper 

Heart, and Upper Cannonball Rivers), Jay Volk (Lower Missouri River), and Jason 

Zimmerman (Mouse River).  Other members of the Water Commission include 

Governor Doug Burgum as Chairman, and Agriculture Commissioner, Doug 

Goehring.    

 

3. Report any financial audit findings included in the most recent audit of your 

department or institution and action taken to address each finding. 

DWR had one finding in the most recent operational audit dated May 19, 2022, 

regarding improper credits to appropriation. The dollar amount was $461,500.  The 
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sale of land was recorded as a reduction to expenditures when it should have been 

recorded as revenue. The department has implemented an additional review 

process to assist in identifying such errors. 

 

4. Discuss current biennium accomplishments and challenges and next biennium 

goals and plans. 

With regard to current biennium accomplishments, DWR: 

• Continued to make progress on the Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) 

project that is planned to one-day serve up to 81,000 water users in North 

Dakota.  Progress included completion of the Lansford Reservoir and Pump 

Station; service to the City of Bottineau; and continued advancements at the 

Biota Water Treatment Plant, Minot Water Treatment Plant, and other project 

elements. 

• Completed a year-long effort to update the SWC’s Cost-Share Policy, 

Procedure, and General Requirements; as well as the Project Prioritization 

Guidance.  The modification process included extensive public outreach and 

input from the water community and general public and was meant to 

modernize the Cost-Share Program in response to more contemporary 

project development needs.  

• Continued to greatly improve North Dakota’s ability to manage our state’s 

water resources through innovation, including the monitoring of 368 locations 

by PRESENS (Pushing REmote SENSors) loggers across the state. 

PRESENS was developed in-house by DWR to collect environmental data 

such as water levels, precipitation, soil moisture, soil temperature, barometric 

pressure, and air temperature – at a fraction of the cost of more traditional 

means.  Paul Moen, DWR Director of Information Systems, won the 2022 

Pioneer Award, (Governor’s Awards for Excellence in Public Service) for his 

work on developing the PRESENS system. 

• Construction on SWPP included treated water main transmission line 

upgrades, and strategic hydraulic improvements to provide citizens access to 

quality water. 
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• Operated the Devils Lake outlets to provide ongoing flood relief for areas 

surrounding the greater Devils Lake system.  The outlets removed over 

83,000 acre-feet of floodwater during the 2021 and 2022 operating 

seasons.  Since outlet operations began 15 years ago in 2007, almost 1.4 

million acre-feet of floodwater has been removed from the big lake. 

• Over the course of the biennium so far, provided state funding support of 

approximately $322 million in SWC project approvals through the Cost-Share 

Program, including $216 million to support water supply efforts in 28 cities 

and 20 rural/regional systems, and $106 million for 105 different flood 

protection, water conveyance, and general water projects benefitting citizens 

across the state.  

• Provided $4 million in reimbursements for 1,130 drought resiliency projects 

for our agriculture producers through the Drought Disaster Livestock Water 

Supply Assistance Program. 

• Secured almost $5 million in FEMA grant funding for LiDAR data to complete 

a statewide map of high quality digital topography information to improve and 

modernize modeling and engineering design data inputs. 

• Completed a water development planning process through extensive public 

outreach, cooperation, and coordination efforts involving water project 

sponsors and managers.  The 2023 Water Development Plan (WDP) is being 

presented for the first time through an almost entirely electronic platform and 

new Dashboard.  The new WDP Dashboard includes interactive charts, 

enables staff to make updates in response to changing conditions, and can 

be accessed at any time via phones and computers. 

• Launched and operated a one-stop-shop online portal through WebGrants for 

water project sponsors seeking grant funding or loans through the state.  This 

new portal, known as Funding for Infrastructure in ND (FIND) within 

WebGrants was developed through a cooperative effort involving the Bank of 

North Dakota, Department of Environmental Quality, Public Finance Authority, 

and DWR.  FIND has greatly improved and streamlined the application 

process for project sponsors.   
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With regard to next biennium goals and plans, DWR completed a Five-Year 

Strategic Plan last summer to guide the deployment of resources toward key 

objectives, goals, and tactics through June 2027.  An Executive Summary of our 

new Five-Year Strategic Plan has been provided for your reference.  In terms of 

specific areas of focus for the 2023-2025 biennium, DWR intends to: 

• Effectively communicate with the public and stakeholders with a primary focus 

on collaboration and building partnerships; 

• Develop world-class, sustainable, and resilient water development and 

management practices; 

• Support beneficial use of Missouri River system water and other available 

water supply sources; 

• Implement innovative ideas, technology, and grow analytic capabilities to 

improve efficiencies in water management and development; 

• Improve DWR’s internal resilience and promote a positive culture; 

• Improve DWR responsiveness and continue to identify efficiencies; 

• Advance innovative ideas and technology like PRESENS, aquifer recharge, 

and water reuse opportunities; 

• Work toward Tribal Nation engagement, including memorandum of 

understanding development; 

• Strive for Workforce enhancements, retention of talent, recruiting, and 

mentoring; 

• Continue advancements on the Northwest Area Water Supply project, 

including progress on Intake Contract II, Souris Reservoir and Pump Station, 

in-line booster pump stations, Minot Water Treatment Plant (WTP) Phase III, 

raw water line initialization, and Biota WTP Phase II. 

• Make progress on Southwest Pipeline Project strategic hydraulic 

improvements, WTP expansion, and rural service additions; and 

• Implement results of a capital improvement planning effort related to the West 

End Devils Lake Outlet. 

  



   
 

 8 

5. Compare the agency’s request/recommendation totals, including full-time 

equivalent (FTE) positions, for the next biennium compared to the current 

biennium. 

Description 

2021-23 
Biennium 

Appropriation 

2023-25 
Biennium 

Governor’s 
Recommendation 

Engrossed 
SB 2020 

Variance 
From 

2021-23 Biennium 
Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,809,878 $23,465,326 $2,927,459 
Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 59,479,068 16,112,518 
Capital assets 148,467,437 172,396,344 300,383,950 151,916,513 
Water supply – grants 125,000,000 270,000,000 283,000,000 158,000,000 
Rural water supply – 
grants 

59,600,000 35,000,000 40,000,000 (19,600,000) 

Flood control projects 48,000,000 115,000,000 114,600,000 66,600,000 
General water -grants 14,227,275 14,233,275 12,000,000 (2,227,275) 
Basinwide plan 
implementation 

1,100,000 0 1,000,000 (100,000) 

Discretionary funding 6,000,000 5,000,000 1,000,000 (5,000,000) 
Mouse River flood control 74,500,000 0*  (74,500,000) 
State Fiscal Recovery 
Funds 

75,000,000 0  (75,000,000) 

Total $615,799,129 $694,918,565 $834,928,344 $219,129,215 
*Funding for Mouse River flood control is included in funding for flood control projects. 

 

The DWR had 90 FTE in the 2021-2023 biennium, and a request of 93 FTE is 

included in the Governor’s recommendation and engrossed SB 2020 for the 

2023--2025 biennium. The three FTE are requested to assist with significantly 

reducing delays, so constituents receive agency-issued permits in a timelier manner.  

These positions would include one for the Regulatory Division to assist with 

permitting and two for the Water Appropriation Division that would work on water 

appropriation and on PRESENS system support.  We have included one-page 

summaries related to the three FTE we are requesting with metrics related to why 

each are necessary. 

 

6. Explain the funding included in each program/line item either in total or by 

division depending on the size of the agency. 

The major components of engrossed SB 2020 for the DWR budget consist of: 
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Description 

2021-23 
Biennium 

Base 
Base 

Adjustment 

Engrossed 
SB 2020 

Base 
Adjustments 

One-time 
Adjustment 

Engrossed 
SB 2020 

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $2,927,459 $23,465,326  $23,465,326 
Operating expenses 43,366,550 13,259,373 56,625,923 $2,853,145 59,479,068 
Capital assets 98,467,437 50,269,275 148,736,712 151,647,238 300,383,950 
Water supply – grants 125,000,000 158,000,000 283,000,000  283,000,000 
Rural water supply - 

grants 
59,600,000 (19,600,000) 40,000,000  40,000,000 

Flood control projects 48,000,000 66,600,000 114,600,000  114,600,000 
General water -grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000  12,000,000 
Basinwide plan 

implementation 
0  0 1,000,000 1,000,000 

Discretionary funding 0  0 1,000,000 1,000,000 
Mouse River flood 

control 
0    0* 

State Fiscal Recovery 
Funds 

0    0 

Total $409,199,129 $269,228,832 $678,427,961 $156,500,383 $834,928,344 
FTE 90.00 3.00 93.00  93.00 

*Funding for Mouse River flood control is included in funding for flood control projects. See detail below. 

 

a. Amounts included in the base budget and their purpose and use. 

Salaries and Wages - The 2021-23 biennium totaled $20,537,867 and included 

salaries and fringe benefits for all employees, including employees that provide 

service for NAWS, SWPP, and the Devils Lake outlets. 

 

Operating Expenses - The 2021-23 biennium totaled $43,366,550 and included 

operations for NAWS, SWPP and the Devils Lake pumps. This included funding of 

$19 million for professional services, which are primarily consultant engineering 

dollars, and $8.7 million for utility costs, primarily to operate the Devils Lake outlets 

and NAWS. 

 

Capital Assets - The 2021-23 biennium totaled $98,467,437 and consisted mostly 

of projects for NAWS and SWPP, which are both state owned.  Specifically, $38.2 

million is for SWPP, and $59.8 million is for NAWS. 
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For the 2021-23 biennium, the remaining dollars were in the five purpose funding 

buckets.  They included $125 million for Water Supply; $59.6 million for Rural Water 

Supply; $48 million for flood Control; and $14.2 million for General Water projects.  

General Water included funding for dam repairs and rehabilitations, feasibility 

studies, irrigation projects, as well as other general water management efforts. 

 

b. Amounts included in engrossed SB 2020 and justification for the change from 

the base budget.  Discuss changes relating to: 

(1) Salaries and Wages - increase from the base budget of $2,927,459 as 

follows: 

• Cost to continue adjustment of $148,098. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation.  

• Performance-based raises of 4% for the first fiscal year and 4% for 

the second fiscal year of $1,049,393. The executive 

recommendation included performance-based raises of 6% for the 

first fiscal year and 4% for the second fiscal year of the biennium as 

recommended in the executive budget of $1,805,562.  

• Health insurance increase of $459,961. 

• Increase of 3 FTE of $703,398 to significantly reduce delays so 

constituents receive agency-issued permits in a more timely 

manner. The FTE are for the Regulatory Division, Water 

Appropriation, and PRESENS system support. This is the same as 

the executive recommendation.  

• Increased funding for temporary salaries of $576,609, of which 

$170,000 is to provide one full time temporary position to support 

NAWS, $345,000 is to provide funding for temporary positions for 

installation and support of the PRESENS system, and $61,609 is to 

provide a full benefits package to DWR’s Silver Jackets Program 

Coordinator - who for years has been a long-term temporary 

employee. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  
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The DWR is in support of increasing funding for market equity funding for 

agencies included in engrossed SB 2020 to the Governor’s 

recommendation, which included $645,000 for the DWR. 

(2) Operating Expenses – Includes a $16,112,518 increase, of which 

$13,259,373 is ongoing and $2,853,145 is one-time, major changes are as 

follows: 

• Shifted base level funding from capital assets and salaries and 

wages to operating expenses in the amount of $7,744,789 to 

account for consultant engineering expenses related to state owned 

projects and utility costs primarily to operate the Devils Lake and 

NAWS projects. These changes were made based on anticipated 

needs for planning of projects and operating costs. This is the same 

as the executive recommendation. 

• $5,615,764, of which $1,532,980 is one-time funding for IT 

standardization, applications, and security. The funding is to 

consolidate and standardize IT services under one umbrella, and to 

support ongoing costs for services and management to include: file 

services; computational infrastructure for scientific applications; big 

data development/production for various data types; big data 

administrative costs for over 2,000 terabytes of data, which places 

DWR as one of the largest users of data storage with NDIT at 2,000 

terabytes, and the Department of Health and Human Services at 

1,650 terabytes; costs associated with additional FTE for NDITD;  

business analysis;  project management; and project oversight. 

This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• $1,227,800 to expand the PRESENS footprint and data collection 

types/sensors to improve forecasting, modeling, and overall water 

management – at a fraction of the cost of traditional data collection 

methods. This is the same as the executive recommendation. 
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• $100,000 in additional federal funds spending authority for the 

Regulatory Division. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

• $80,000 for professional development. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation. 

• $94,665 for scientific software which includes one-time funding of 

$72,665. This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• $21,320 in operating expenses related to the 3 FTE positions which 

include one-time funding of $19,320 for IT equipment and $2,000 in 

ongoing funding for travel. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $750,000 for Airborne Electromagnetic 

Surveying (AEM) to expand use of AEM technology to better 

understand the extent and availability of ground water, particularly 

in glaciated regions - at a fraction of the cost of traditional methods. 

This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $298,180 for inflationary increases related to 

motor pool rates of $118,180 and drilling supplies of $180,000. This 

is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $180,000 to support a study involving 

navigability determinations for the Red, Missouri, Yellowstone, Bois 

de Sioux, and Mouse Rivers, and Upper Des Lacs Lake as directed 

by HB 1202 (66th Legislative Assembly). Due to staff time 

limitations, little movement has been achieved on this effort since 

2019. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  

(3) Capital Assets changes to provide a total of $300,383,950 as follows: 

• Base increase of $50,269,275 primarily to provide funding for state 

owned water projects at $118,000,000 in the capital assets line. 

The executive recommendation included $167.6 million for state 

owned water projects. 
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• One-time increase of $147,847,238 for state owned water projects, 

of which; $100,000,000 is from a line of credit designated for 

NAWS ($50,000,000) and SWPP ($50,000,000); and $47,847,238 

in federal funds for NAWS. The executive recommendation did not 

include a line of credit.  

• One-time increase of $1,800,000 to replace the original Bowman 

radar system to provide enhanced surveillance and ensure the 

capability of continual operations long into the future. The Bowman 

radar has filled a gap in radar coverage in southwest North Dakota 

since 1997 – using 1970s equipment. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation.   

• One-time increase of $1,800,000 to replace DWR’s 15-year-old drill 

rig with a top-head drive drilling rig that provides finer control over 

the drilling operation and safety features that are superior to the 

current drill rig. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  

• One-time increase of $200,000 for office modifications due to the 

DWR being required to evacuate the State Office Building due to 

environmental hazards. Funding is requested to address office 

modifications that may be necessary at the agency’s current long-

term, yet temporary location. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

(4) Grants for water projects changes are as follows: 

• Water supply increase of $158,000,000 to provide $283,000,000. 

The executive recommendation included water supply increase of 

$145,000,000 to provide $270,000,000. 

• Rural water supply decrease of ($19,600,000) to provide 

$40,000,000. The executive recommendation included rural water 

supply decrease of ($24,600,000) to $35,000,000. 

• Flood control increase of $66,600,000 to provide $114,600,000. 

The executive recommendation included flood control increase of 

$67,000,000 to provide $115,000,000. 
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• General water decrease of $2,227,275 to provide $12,000,000. The 

executive recommendation included general water increase of 

$6,000 to provide $14,233,275. 

• The addition of discretionary funding in the amount of $1,000,000. 

Discretionary funding is for flexibility to provide additional funding 

either in the buckets, unaccounted for events such as flooding, and 

to address unknown costs associated with the DWR’s move from 

the State Office Building to the Bank of North Dakota. The 

executive recommendation included the addition of discretionary 

funding in the amount of $5,000,000. 

 

(5) We did have special line items in the 2021-2023 biennium, where 

$1,100,000 was appropriated for basinwide plan implementation, and 

$1,000,000 is being included in the 2023-25 biennium budget. The 

executive recommendation did not include funding for basinwide plan 

implementation. 

(6) Our estimated income for special funds is $775.9 million, which included 

Resource Trust Fund oil extraction tax deposits of $647 million, of which 

$120 million is from the Water Project Stabilization Fund for Red River 

Valley Water Supply from the water supply bucket and $30 million was 

included from the Water Project Stabilization Fund for the repayment of a 

WAWS loan; and $100 million from a line of credit with the BND.  The 

balance is made up of capital repayments from SWPP, NAWS payments 

from the City of Minot, payments from counties for cloud seeding, CD 

interest, and available balance of the Water Commission fund. The 

executive recommendation included estimated income for special funds at 

$684 million, which included Resource Trust Fund oil extraction tax 

deposits of $605.8 million, of which $120 million is from the Water Project 

Stabilization Fund for Red River Valley Water Supply from the water 

supply bucket and $30 million was included from the Water Project 

Stabilization Fund for the repayment of a WAWS loan.  The balance is 
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made up of capital repayments from SWPP, NAWS payments from the 

City of Minot, payments from counties for cloud seeding, CD interest, and 

available balance of the Water Commission fund.   

(7) Our estimated income for Federal funds is $89.1 million of which $78 

million is for NAWS and the balance is for operations of our Regulatory 

Division, and other grants related to the Atmospheric Resources Division 

and Water Appropriation Division. The executive recommendation 

included estimated income for Federal funds at $35 million of which $25 

million is for NAWS and the balance is for operations of our Regulatory 

Division, and other grants related to the Atmospheric Resources Division 

and Water Appropriation Division. 

(8) We have no general fund dollars in our budget. The last time the 

department received a general fund appropriation was during the 2011-13 

biennium for some operations of the DWR. 

(9) Our legislatively authorized base FTE is 90, and we were authorized 2 

additional FTE positions in March 2022 from the Emergency Commission 

and Budget Section to support the administration and management of the 

state’s water resources. Engrossed SB 2020 includes an increase of 3 

FTE to retain the 2 approved by Budget Section and for 1 additional FTE 

authorization that was presented to Budget Section in March, but they had 

only approved funding for a temporary employee who we would like to 

retain. This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

 

7. Discuss the purpose and use of any one-time funding items for the current 

biennium. 

We had two one-time funding items in our 2021-2023 appropriation bill.   

• The $50 million line of credit has not been utilized to date.  The intent was for 

this to be used if needed for NAWS.  After the end of the 2021 session the 

DWR received an additional $30 million in federal funding for NAWS that was 

not anticipated further reducing the need for the $50 million line of credit at 

this time.  



   
 

 16 

• Funding of $1.1 million was provided for the pilot project for basinwide plan 

implementation, with $246,075 expended to date. 

• Funding of $4 million for discretionary water projects was approved by the 

SWC to be used as follows: 

o $2 million for the Agriculture Department’s Emergency Livestock Water 

Supply Program of which $110,559 has been expended to date. 

o $2 million for DWR’s Drought Disaster Livestock Water Supply 

Assistance Program.  This funding is in addition to funding approved 

from the general water bucket, which together provided over $6.1 

million for the program.  Over $4 million has been expended to date. 

 

8. Identify and justify the need for any one-time funding being 

requested/recommended. 

• One-time funding of $100 million from a line of credit for state owned water 

projects. This provides $50 million for NAWS and $50 million for SWPP. The 

executive recommendation did not include a line of credit. 

• One-time funding of $47.8 million from federal funds for the state-owned 

water project NAWS. The executive recommendation included one-time 

funding of $77,869,696 for state owned water projects. 

• One-time funding of $1 million for discretionary funding for flexibility to provide 

additional funding either in the buckets, unaccounted for events such as 

flooding, and to address unknown costs associated with the DWR’s move 

from the State Office Building to the Bank of North Dakota. The executive 

recommendation included discretionary funding of $5 million. 

• One-time funding of $1 million for the pilot project for basinwide plan 

implementation. The executive recommendation did not provide funding for 

basinwide plan implementation. 

• One-time funding of $1,532,980 for IT standardization, applications, and 

security. This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $1.8 million to replace the original Bowman radar system 

to provide enhanced surveillance and ensure the capability of continual 
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operations long into the future. The Bowman radar has filled a gap in radar 

coverage in southwest North Dakota since first being deployed in 1997, using 

1970s equipment. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  

• One-time funding of $1.8 million to replace DWR’s 15-year-old drill rig with a 

top-head drive drilling rig that provides finer control over the drilling operation 

and safety features that are superior to the current drill rig. This is the same 

as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $200,000 for office modifications due to the DWR being 

required to evacuate the State Office Building due to environmental hazards. 

This is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $750,000 for Airborne Electromagnetic Surveying (AEM) 

to expand use of AEM technology to better understand the extent and 

availability of ground water, particularly in glaciated regions - at a fraction of 

the cost of traditional methods. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $298,180 for inflationary increases related to motor pool 

rates of $118,180 and drilling supplies of $180,000. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $180,000 to support a study involving navigability 

determinations for the Red, Missouri, Yellowstone, Bois de Sioux, and Mouse 

Rivers, and Upper Des Lacs Lake as directed by HB 1202 (66th Legislative 

Assembly). Due to staff time limitations, little movement has been achieved 

on this effort since 2019. This is the same as the executive recommendation.  

• One-time funding of $72,665 for scientific software. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation. 

• One-time funding of $19,320 to provide computers and other necessary 

equipment for 3 new FTE positions. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 
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9. Discuss agency collections that are deposited in the general fund or special fund, 

and any anticipated changes from 2021 legislative session estimates during the 

2021-2023 biennium and estimated changes for the 2023-2025 biennium. 

We have very minimal deposits going into the General Fund.  They include open 

records requests, land lease revenue, water report late fees, and illegal water usage 

fees.   The main Special Fund deposits are from the Resource Trust Fund.  This 

makes up 93% of our revenue.  Other Special Fund deposits include SWPP capital 

repayments, NAWS payments from the City of Minot, payments from counties for 

cloud seeding, and CD interest. 

 

10. Discuss the need for any other sections that are included or are 

requested/recommended in engrossed SB 2020. 

• Section 3 provides an appropriation for additional income section for 

additional amounts in the resources trust fund for defraying the expenses of 

the DWR, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages. The 

executive recommendation did not limit the use of additional income 

appropriation. 

• Section 4 appropriating $30 million from the Water Project Stabilization Fund 

to the DWR for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by the Bank of 

North Dakota to the Western Area Water Supply Authority. This is the same 

as the executive recommendation. 

• Section 5 identifying the purpose of the discretionary funds which may be 

used as necessary except for salaries and wages. This is the same as the 

executive recommendation. 

• Section 6 identifying the purpose of the basinwide water plan funding. The 

executive recommendation did not include funding for basinwide water plan 

implementation nor a section for the purpose of the basinwide water plan 

funding. 

• Section 7 identifying that $120 million included in the budget is from the water 

project stabilization fund. The executive recommendation included the $120 

million in Section 1 of the bill but did not include this section. 
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• Section 8 authorizing a $100 million line of credit from the Bank of North 

Dakota for NAWS ($50 million) and SWPP ($50 million). The executive 

recommendation did not include a line of credit. 

• Section 9 amending 2021 HB 1020 to reduce the restrictions on the use of 

2021-23 biennium discretionary funding. The executive recommendation did 

not include this section. 

• Section 10 providing legislative intent to provide Red River Water Supply 

Project a total of $953 million, excluding funding provided prior to the 2023-25 

biennium and identifies intent to provide $175 million during the 2023-25 

biennium. The executive recommendation did not include this section. 

• Section 11 providing legislative intent to provide the Mouse River Flood 

Control Project a total of $380.5 million, excluding funding provided prior to 

the 2023-25 biennium and identifies intent to provide $76.1 million during the 

2023-25 biennium. The executive recommendation did not include this 

section. 

• Section 12 providing legislative intent to provide the Southwest Pipeline 

Project $40 million during the 2025-27 biennium to cover the portion of the 

project covered by the line of credit in the 2023-25 biennium. The executive 

recommendation did not include this section. 

• Section 13 providing authority for line item transfers up to $13,292,362 

between the operating and capital assets line items. Due to the fact the DWR 

has state owned projects which require expenditures from both capital assets 

and operating expenses, line item transfer authority between those two line 

items would ensure we can shift funding when needed for payments to 

engineers and other consultants for those projects. This would be similar to 

the transfers between line items the Department of Transportation makes for 

road projects. The executive recommendation included line item transfer 

authority without any limitations between all line items. 

• Section 14 providing authority to carryover $405 million of unexpended 

obligated and unobligated funding related to water projects. Carryover will 

need to be adjusted as we get closer to the end of session as expenditures 
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during session impact the estimate. The executive recommendation included 

a section providing an exemption to allow for carryover. 

• Section 15 declaring SB 2020 to be an emergency measure. The executive 

recommendation did not include this section. 

 

11. Discuss any other bills being considered by the Legislative Assembly and their 

potential budgetary impact on the agency. 

SB 2015: Relating to the Office of Management and Budget regarding internal equity 
and external market factor funding for agencies, of which the DWR would receive 
$537,500 along with funding of $451,000 to demolish the State Office Building. The 
executive recommendation for salary increases at 6% and 4% would provide 
$645,000 for internal equity and external market factors. 

SB 2097: Relating to wild and scenic river designations. 

SB 2196: Relating to WAWS debt restructuring and authorization of a line of credit 
for NAWS. The line of credit authorization would need to be removed from this bill if 
included in SB 2020. 

HB 1021: Relating to the North Dakota Information Technology department and the 
DWR’s information technology unification. 

HB 1070: Relating to the establishment and administration of a hazard mitigation 
revolving loan fund. 

HB 1072:  Relating to the powers and duties of the department of water resources; 
and to repeal section 61-04.1--35 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the 
required bond, cash, or negotiable securities required when bids are submitted to 
the atmospheric resources board. 

HB 1073: Relating to the department of water resources authority to require 
operating plans for dams. 

HB 1074: Relating to informational hearings for water permit applications. 

HB 1075: Relating to comments on the cancellation of water rights; and to amend 
and reenact sections 61-04-24 and 61-04-2-5 of the North Dakota Century Code, 
relating to the notice and hearing process for the cancellation of water rights. 

HB 1076:  Relating to the department of water resources authority regarding water 
permit thresholds for dikes, dams, and other devices; and to provide a penalty. 
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HB 1077:  Relating to water storage contracts. 

HB 1286: Relating to the oil extraction tax trigger. This bill removes the 6% triggered 
oil tax rate on wells outside the exterior boundaries of a reservation, which would 
reduce potential revenue for water projects if oil prices were to meet the trigger. In 
the current biennium the triggered tax rate provided an additional $27.8 million to the 
resources trust fund. 

12. Provide a one-page itemized listing of the changes your agency is requesting the 

committee to make to the budget as approved by the first chamber. 

The DWR would like the following adjustments: 

• Increase discretionary funding from $1 million to the executive 

recommendation of $5 million. 

• Amend Section 12 relating to Southwest Pipeline Project funding as identified 

in green below: 

SECTION 12. SOUTHWEST PIPELINE PROJECT FUNDING - LEGISLATIVE 

INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the sixty-ninth 

legislative assembly appropriate $40,000,000 from the resources trust fund for the 

southwest pipeline project water treatment plant for the biennium beginning July 1, 

2025, and ending June 30, 2027. 

 

13. Identify the purpose and amount of federal state fiscal recovery funding 

appropriated to your agency during the November 2021 special legislative 

session, the amount of funds spent to date, the timeline for obligating and 

spending the remaining funds, and any amounts that will not be obligated by 

December 2024.  

The DWR was appropriated $75 million from the State Fiscal Recovery Fund as 

authorized by SB 2345 during the 2021 special session for water infrastructure 

projects. This funding was to be expended before funds from the resources trust 

fund when possible. The DWR anticipates carryover of roughly $13 million. 

 

14. Identify the amount of federal funding available to your agency for the 2023-

25 biennium, the purpose of the funding, federal deadlines for spending the 

funds, and your agency's plan for spending the funds. 
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The DWR’s budget includes federal funding of $89,053,261 as follows: 

• MR&I funding of $78,008,097 for construction of NAWS. There is no deadline 

for spending. The executive recommendation included MR&I funding of 

$25,008,097. 

• Dam safety funding of $295,267. This is the same as the executive 

recommendation. 

• Water Education Today (WET) non-point source program $335,680. The 

executive recommendation included $340,324. 

• FEMA Cooperating Technical Partners funding of $343,158. The executive 

recommendation included $438,252. 

• FEMA Risk Mapping, Assessment, and Planning funding of $8,046,168. This 

is the same as the executive recommendation. 

• FEMA Community Assistance Program – State Support Services Element 

funding of $274,891. The executive recommendation included $275,089. 

• Weather modification research and development federal authority of 

$1,500,000 for research grants that may become available. This is the same 

as the executive recommendation. 

• USGS national grants of $250,000, which is a pass-through grant. This is the 

same as the executive recommendation. 

 

15. Provide additional information as necessary. 

Each biennium, the DWR completes a Water Development Plan to provide an 

overview of North Dakota’s ongoing and anticipated water development projects 

across the state.  In the past, DWR has produced and printed that information in a 

detailed Water Development Plan. For the 2023-2025 biennium, DWR and the SWC 

are providing that same information electronically through a Water Development 

Plan Dashboard (Dashboard) - along with highlights in a printed Executive Summary 

that has been provided for your reference. 

 

The Water Development Plan Executive Summary outlines funding 

recommendations for critical water supply, flood protection, and other general water 
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management projects; a prioritized summary of water development financial needs 

that were collected directly from project sponsors; and summaries of revenue 

streams that support projects. In addition to the aforementioned information, the 

Dashboard includes large project overviews (that have also been included in your 

packets), long-term funding needs, aging water supply infrastructure survey results, 

current purpose funding tracking, and more.  To see all of the information that’s 

available on the Dashboard, go to our homepage at www.dwr.nd.gov and click on 

the Water Development Plan Dashboard link.    

 

Overall, the DWR continues to work towards improving agency responsiveness and 

efficiencies; advancing innovative ideas and technology; supporting the development 

of critical water infrastructure; and prioritizing workforce enhancement, retention of 

talent, recruiting and mentoring.  

 

Mr. Chairman, this concludes our agency overview and testimony relative to 

Engrossed Senate Bill 2020 and the Executive Budget Recommendations.  If there 

are any questions from you or other committee members, I will try to answer them at 

this time.   
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ATTACHMENTS 

 

1. State Water Commission and Department of Water Resources Organizational 

Chart 

2. 2023-2025 State Water Commission and Department of Water Resources 

Five Year Strategic Plan Executive Summary 

3. One-page overviews of requested FTE 

4. 2023 Water Development Plan Executive Summary 



TOTAL FULL TIME 
EQUIVALENTS OF 92 

PERSONNEL

DWR ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

#24509

CHRIS KADRMAS 
FTE:4 

. . 
DARIN LANGERUD 

FTE:4 

WATER COMMISSION N.D.C.C. 61-02 

GOVERNOR DOUG BURGUM 
Chairman 

(8) APPOINTED MEMBERS 

AGRICULTURE COMMISSIONER 
DOUG GOEHRING 

ANDREA TRAVNICEK, PH.D. 

Secretary 

PATRICK FRIDGEN 
FTE: 12 

ANDREA TRAVNICEK, PH.D. 

Director 

JOHN PACZKOWSKI, P.E., CFM 

State Engineer 

ABBY EBACH 

Director of Public Policy 

CHERYL FITZGERALD 

Administrative Officer 

.. 
SINDHUJA 5. PILLAI

GRINOLDS, P.E. 
FTE: 21 



P U R P O S E 

B AC KG R O U N D

DWR developed a !ve-year strategic plan to guide the deployment of resources 
toward key objectives, goals, and tactics that will remain a focus from July 1, 2022 
through June 30, 2027. This plan is also intended to help create awareness among the 
public and stakeholders about DWR priorities. 

The North Dakota Department of Water Resources (DWR) was created in 2021 
by legislative action through House Bill 1353. DWR was previously called the 
State Water Commission, which itself was created by legislative action in 1937 for 
the speci!c purpose of fostering and promoting water resources development 
throughout the state. The 2021 legislation also moved functions of the O"ce of 
the State Engineer (OSE) within the DWR, and allows the Governor to appoint a 
DWR Director subject to approval by the State Water Commission.  

DWR has the authority to investigate, plan, construct, regulate, provide water 
appropriations, develop water-related projects, and serves as a mechanism 
to !nancially support those e#orts throughout North Dakota. There are 
currently six divisions that make up the DWR: Administration, Atmospheric 
Resources, Planning and Education, Regulatory, Water Appropriation, and Water 
Development.  

In developing this plan, DWR commissioned a third-party vendor, Odney 
Inc., to engage DWR team members and stakeholders to gather input for the 
development of objectives, goals, tactics, and metrics.  
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Improve the department’s internal resilience and promote a positive 
culture.5

Implement innovative ideas, technology, and grow analytic capabilities 
to improve e!ciencies in water management and development.  4

Support bene"cial use of Missouri River system water and other available 
water supply sources. 3

Develop world-class, sustainable, and resilient water development and 
management practices. 2

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

The Department of Water 
Resources values fairness, 
objectivity, accountability, 
responsiveness, engagement, 
and credibility. We pledge to 
use professional and scientific 
methods to maintain the high-
est of standards in our delivery 

of services. 

The Department of Water 
Resources will sustainably 
manage and develop North 
Dakota’s water resources for 
the health, safety, and pros-
perity of its people, businesses, 
agriculture, energy, indus-
try, recreation, and natural 

resources. 

To responsibly manage 
North Dakota’s water 
needs and risks for the 

people’s benefit. 

The DWR Strategic Plan furthers the implementation of Governor Doug Burgum’s 
strategic initiatives: Main Street Initiative; Tribal Engagement; Reinventing Government; 
Behavioral Health and Addiction; and Transforming Education.

The DWR Strategic Plan outlines "ve key overarching objectives to be accomplished with establishment of 
goals and tactics for each objective. 

E#ectively communicate with the public and stakeholders with a 
primary focus on collaboration and building partnerships. 

VALUES STATEMENT VISION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES

OBJECTIVES

1

NORTH 

Dakota I Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 



Temporary Water Permit Application Requests 

Conditional Permits Issued Per Year, But 72 Are Received 
(Avg. 2000-Present) - Resulting In Growing Backlog

Volume Of Water Requested 

Current Conditional Permit Backlog

The Water Appropriation Division (WAD) is experiencing an unprecedented backlog of work that is adversely impacting the ability 
of the division to respond to permit application requests and other permitting processes tied to the management of North Dakota’s 
water resources. Historically, there has always been some variation in workload within the division, but over the past 10 years, 
there have been significant increases in the tasks that are clearly not cyclical and there are no indications that this will be mitigated 
moving forward without more staff resources to address increased workload. 

The increased workload can be tied to three independent drivers that 
have resulted in notable changes to division work processes, workflow, 
and workload. These include the following: 

• Industrial Oil Field Production (Hydraulic Fracturing)

• Performance Audit

• Maturity of North Dakota Ground and Surface Water Systems

Hydraulic fracturing has profoundly changed the landscape, 
economics, and water demands in western North Dakota. Hydraulic 
fracturing requires substantial volumes of fresh water, and the 
associated demand for water in western North Dakota to facilitate 
the growth and expansion of the Bakken has placed overwhelming 
demands on WAD staff. The nature and the type of use related to 
delivering water for the development of the Bakken play has led to 
considerable increases in the number of Conditional and Temporary 
Permit applications as well as exceptional increases in the quantity of 
water that is requested. 
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Locations Measured Using PRESENS

Average Cost Per Unit ~
$450 - $2,000 (Sensor Dependent)

Units By 2025
(18 Million Measurements/Year)

Less Staff Visits at PRESENS Sites
VS Non-PRESENS Sites

PRESENS can perform real-time measurements 
beyond what any number of personnel could 
accomplish, including data not previously 
collected such as temperature and barometric 
pressure.

DWR has always been a leader in data collection related to water 
resources, but has not had near real-time access to its data sources. The 
PRESENS (Pushing REmote SENSors) datalogger was designed in-house 
to fill that gap and provides near real time data so decisions and actions 
can be made based on current data. The PRESENS program was created 
by leveraging the talent of internal staff with the scientific background 
and knowledge of data needs of the DWR. The PRESENS program so far 
has been a resounding success. It has proven to be more valuable than 
originally hoped as staff have continued to adapt PRESENS to record 
new data, such as precipitation, soil temperature, and soil moisture. 
The program currently is in its infancy and is now ready to move into 
production. 

Reprogrammed staff have been responsible for picking up the 
extra work associated with developing and managing the PRESENS 
program. To add more devices and to move the PRESENS program 
into a production system, an additional FTE devoted to PRESENS is 
required. 

PRESENS is a game-changing technology in 
environmental data collection that is the envy 
of other states and provinces. 
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Major flood control project reviews
since 2015, three of which are ongoing - 
ex. FM Diversion

Only known project-related inspection 
or field visit completed since 2019 due to 
prioritization of review backlog

Complaint appeals pending review
(the most complicated and time
intensive reviews averaging only
1.5 per year completed)

Unprecedented emergency drain permit 
applications in 2019 and 2020 flood 
fighting season, diverting other review 
priorities

In recent years, North Dakota’s water projects have increased in project 
complexity and project volume, which in part is correlated closely to 
the increased funding for flood control and surface water projects. 
Additionally, the litigious nature of water-related issues such as drainage 
and water resource board decisions has also increased, thereby 
increasing the complexity of reviews and lengthening review timelines. 
The DWR Engineering & Permitting Section (E&P) staff have been at the 
forefront of these increases, attempting to keep pace with incoming 
permit applications while still prioritizing permit reviews for construction 
season dependent projects.

• The E&P staff are unable to keep pace with the current trend in 
the complexity and volume of flood control and drainage project 
permit applications and complaint appeals.

• Major flood control projects, such as the Fargo-Moorhead 
Diversion Project and Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection 
Project as well as other flood control projects for Grafton, Valley 
City, and Lisbon entailed more complex reviews requiring more 
staff time, thereby shifting workload priorities away from a 
growing backlog.

• The functions of E&P are core agency functions that are required 
to be completed by Century Code and Administrative Code, 
requiring adequate resources to fulfill.

• Other priorities, such as project or site inspections, field visits, 
database improvement, and education and outreach, are not 
currently occurring due to limited staff availability.

Several attempts have been already made to harvest efficiencies 
with an existing E&P staff of 5 FTEs to process all applications, 
determinations, and appeals. These efforts already completed 
include leveraging of technology for electronic project 
management routing, reorganization of dam construction 
permits to the Dam Safety Section, and the publishing of 3 
new agency policies that address common litigious issues with 
drainage and construction permitting, thereby streamlining 
aspects of the drain permitting and construction permitting 
processes. While these attempts were successful to some degree, 
incoming, time-sensitive applications take priority at the expense 
of a growing review backlog and other priorities.

REGUL ATORY DIV IS ION

Why An FTE Is Necessary

Metrics

Goals For Reviews Continue To Fall Short

Other Considerations

Trends In Applications And Reviews 
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WATER DEVELOPMENT
GOALS & PRIORITIES

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

$1.7B419
Project Forms 

Submitted
Executive 

Purpose Funding 
Recommendation

Commissioner 
Hosted Basin 

Meetings

Total Needs 
Identified

Those involved in water project development know that existing projects 
evolve, and new projects are continuously being considered by local water 
managers. For that reason, it is necessary for the state to assemble updated 
water project information on a biennial basis to coincide with the state’s budget 
cycles. In the past, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) has produced 
and printed that information in a detailed Water Development Plan. Today, 
DWR and the State Water Commission are providing that same information 
electronically through a Water Development Plan Dashboard (Dashboard) - 
along with highlights included in this printed Executive Summary. 

The following information outlines funding recommendations for critical 
water supply, flood protection, and other general water management proj-
ects; a prioritized summary of water development financial needs that were 
collected directly from project sponsors; and summaries of revenue streams 
that support projects. In addition to the aforementioned information, the 
Dashboard includes large project overviews, long-term funding needs, aging 
water supply infrastructure survey results, current purpose funding tracking, 
and more!

GOAL 1
Improve resiliency and protect North Dakota’s 
citizens and economy from negative water-re-
lated impacts.

GOAL 2
Improve resiliency and provide safe and reliable 
water supplies for the health and prosperity of 
North Dakota’s citizens and economy.

Each Goal has associated high priority initiatives that 
can be viewed on the Dashboard.

the 
Dashboard!

www.dwr.nd.gov

CHECK
OUT

$167.6M $5M$12.4M$115M $270M $35M

Mouse River: $76.1M
Valley City: $13.2M

WAWS: $46M

SWPP: $131.6M

Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) | Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) | Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) | Western Area Water Supply (WAWS)

Mandan: $11.6M
RRVWSP: $170M

NAWS: $36M
Other: $14.1M

Other: $54M

2023-2025 DWR PROJECT & PURPOSE FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS



PROJECT PURPOSES

WATER DEVELOPMENT PLAN INVENTORY PROJECT NEEDS

DESCRIPTION OF FINANCIAL NEED: 2023-2025High
Priority

Moderate
Priority

Low
Priority

Flood Control (Total = $210M) $120.4 $47.2 $42.4 Heart River Flood Control (Mandan), Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection, Other Flood Control, Valley City Permanent Flood 
Protection, and Water Conveyance.

F-M Area Diversion - - - Total state commitment of $850M addressed during 2021 Legislative session with $435.5M provided through HB 1431. 

Mandan Flood Risk Reduction $11.6 - - Floodwall replacement, levee raises, and interior drainage improvements.

Mouse River Enhanced Flood Protection $76.1 - - Funding scenario based on $76.1M over 5 biennia. Includes property acquisitions in Minot and rural areas, additional levee design, 
and construction on the Maple Diversion and in-town levees.    

Other Flood Control $19.5 $0.7 $0.2 Community flood protection projects, levee certifications, flood reduction studies, and rural ring dikes.

Valley City Permanent Flood Protection $13.2 - - Phase 6 - Permanent concrete flood walls, removable flood walls, clay levees, storm water pump stations, and bioengineered 
stream bank restorations.

Water Conveyance $0.0 $46.5 $42.2 New drainage, drainage improvements, bank stabilizations, and snagging and clearing.

General Water Management (Total = $48.1M) $2.5 $42.4 $3.2 Dam remediations, repurposing, rehabilitations, and repairs; irrigation; watershed plans; and water retention and detention.

Rural Water Supply (Total = $109.7M) $13.7 $18.8 $77.2 Community regionalizations, system expansions, storage improvements, transmission line installations, and water treatment plant 
(WTP) improvements.

Water Supply (Total = $679.9M) $467.9 $1.6 $210.4 Municipal water supply projects, Northwest Area Water Supply, Red River Valley Water Supply, Southwest Pipeline Project, and 
Western Area Water Supply.

Municipal Water Supply $0.0 $1.6 $210.4 Water distribution, storage, and treatment expansions; improvements; and replacements.

Northwest Area Water Supply $36.0 - - Intake Contract II, Bottineau and Souris Reservoirs and Pump Stations, In-line Booster Pump Stations, Minot WTP Phase III, Raw 
Water Line Initialization, and Biota WTP Phase II.

Red River Valley Water Supply $254.3 - - Pipeline construction, Eastern North Dakota Alternative Water Supply design, McClusky Canal Intake preliminary design, and Biota 
WTP and Main Pump Station design. 

Southwest Pipeline Project $131.6 - - Strategic hydraulic improvements, WTP expansion, rural service additions, and DWR operations.

Western Area Water Supply $46.0 - - Rural water service area expansions to new users and Williston WTP expansion.

TOTAL ($1.05B) $605 $110 $333

20232025 PROJECT FINANCIAL  NEEDS SUMMARY
(EST IMATED DWR SHARE)
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RESOURCES TRUST FUND - State funding provided through DWR for water development has historically come from several sources including the General 
Fund, Resources Trust Fund (RTF), and Water Development Trust Fund. Today, the primary source of funding is the RTF.  The RTF is funded with 20.5 
percent of revenues from the oil extraction tax. 

* Created by SB 2345 during the 2021 Special Legislative Session. Funded with Resources Trust Fund revenues from oil extraction taxes that
 surpass budget projections.

N O R T H  D A K O T A

DWR

Andrea Travnicek, Ph.D. John Paczkowski, P.E. Chris Kadrmas Patrick Fridgen
DIRECTOR STATE ENGINEER ADMIN. DIRECTOR PL ANNING DIRECTOR

701.328.4942 701.328.3446 701.328.1956 701.328.4964
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1200 Memorial Highway
Bismarck ND 58504
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C O N TAC T  U S

Jul. 23’Jun. 23’May 23’Apr. 23’Mar. 23’Feb. 23’Jan. 23’Dec. 22’Nov. 22’Oct. 22’Sept. 22’Aug. 22’Jul. 22'Jun. 22'May 22'Apr. 22'Mar. 22'Feb. 22'Jan. 22’Dec. 21’Nov. 21’Oct. 21’Sept. 21’Aug. 21’
$0

$50M

$100M

$150M

$200M

$250M

$300M

$350M

$400M

$392.3 Million

$148.4 Million
Over Projection

$321 Million

Projected Revenue

Actual Revenue
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Executive Budget Recommendation
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Neutral Testimony of 
Senate Bill No. 2020 

House Appropriations Committee –  
Education and Environment Division 

March 14, 2023 
 
 

TESTIMONY OF 
Shannon Fisher, Program Manager of the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 

 
Good afternoon Representative Nathe and members of the Education and Environment 
Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee. My name is Shannon Fisher, and I 
am the Program Manager of the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund within the 
Department of Environmental Quality. I am here to provide neutral testimony for SB 2020. 
 

History 
The Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) is an important piece of the overall 
funding picture for drinking water infrastructure projects in the state. While I will speak 
primarily about the DWSRF program, I’d also like to mention that there is a companion 
program for wastewater infrastructure projects called the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
program (CWSRF) that operates very similarly to the DWSRF. The DWSRF and CWSRF 
programs are both located within the Department of Environmental Quality. 
 
The DWSRF program has been around for about 25 years. Federal requirements dictate that 
the DWSRF program be housed in the same agency responsible for administering the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, originally located within the Environmental Health Section of the 
Department of Health. The Department of Health then executed an administrative 
agreement with the Municipal Bond Bank under the Industrial Commission to provide 
financial services. The Environmental Health Section has since become the Department of 
Environmental Quality, and the Municipal Bond Bank is now the Public Finance Authority 
(PFA). Since the beginning of the program, the DWSRF has used more than $240 million of 
federal funds to provide more than $682 million in loans for 311 projects in North Dakota. 
 

Funding and Eligibilities 
We receive capitalization grants from the EPA annually, and then the state is required to 
provide a 20 percent match by issuing bonds. The grants typically range from $8-11 million 
per year. Bonds are also issued to leverage the program. The DWSRF program is primarily a 
loan program. We must offer interest rates below market rate. They are currently at 1.5 
percent with a 0.5 percent administrative fee. We utilize the administrative fees and some 
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grant funds to administer the program. The administrative fee ensures the program can 
continue operating if the federal government no longer provides capitalization grants. The 
DWSRF program does not receive general fund appropriations. The loan term length is 30 
years, or the useful life of the project, whichever is less.  
 
Program eligibility is on the handout titled “State Revolving Funds Overview.” They include 
source water, treatment, storage, and distribution projects. We must prioritize those projects 
necessary to ensure compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, protect public health, and 
assist communities most in need on a per-household basis. It is important to note that 
projects intended primarily for future growth or to provide fire protection are typically 
ineligible for DWSRF program funds. Also, road repairs would only qualify if resulting from 
activities like water main replacements. Our partnership with the Bank of North Dakota is 
important here because if a project or part of a project is ineligible for the DWSRF program, 
it is likely eligible for the Bank of North Dakota Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund (BND 
IRLF). We will refer them to that program to finance the ineligible portions of the project. 
 
In 2021, Congress passed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), which provides additional 
funding through the DWSRF and CWSRF programs. The funding will be awarded over the 
course of five years, from 2022 to 2026. The DWSRF will receive three additional grants per 
year to fund: 
 

1. Any DWSRF eligible projects. 
2. Projects that address emerging contaminants. 
3. Lead service line replacements.  

 
The total funding the DWSRF program received in 2022 was just over $60 million, and we 
expect that funding levels will remain similar for 2023 through 2026. Most of the funds must 
be provided to disadvantaged communities in the form of loan forgiveness. 
 
We have a multi-step process for awarding funds to loans. First, the DWSRF program puts 
together a priority list of projects. Project sponsors submit questionnaires to the DWSRF 
program, and our staff use our EPA-approved ranking system to rank each project. Our 
ranking system considers six different factors when ranking projects: 
 

1. Water quality impacts 
2. Water quantity impacts 
3. Affordability characteristics like water rates, poverty levels, unemployment, and 

residents with less than a high school education 
4. Infrastructure adequacy 
5. Consolidation or regionalization 



6. Miscellaneous benefits like eliminating safety hazards and increasing resiliency during 
emergencies 

 
I’ve included the priority ranking system that we use along with my testimony. Higher-
ranked projects may be eligible for loan forgiveness, but regardless of where projects fall on 
our priority list, we are able to provide them with a loan if they are able to demonstrate the 
ability to repay the loan. We are in the process of finalizing our priority list for 2023, which 
has 407 projects totaling $1,113,886,000 of needs for drinking water infrastructure projects 
in the state. Our draft priority list is included with my testimony. 
 
When the borrower is ready to get funding, they can start the application process by 
submitting information about their project on the “Funding for Infrastructure in North 
Dakota” (or FIND) funding opportunity at the grants.nd.gov website. The DWSRF program, 
the CWSRF program, the PFA, the Department of Water Resources, and the Bank of North 
Dakota all use this site to evaluate projects and their eligibilities for each program. We then 
put together a funding package for the project. If the funding package includes a loan 
through the DWSRF or CWSRF program, the PFA, and/or the BND IRLF, the project sponsor 
needs to complete a loan application. DWSRF program staff review the loan application to 
ensure that the project sponsor has the ability to repay a loan. The Public Finance Authority 
then takes the loan to their advisory committee for approval. The Industrial Commission 
approves any loans greater than $2 million. 
 

Accomplishments 
I included two documents with my testimony listing the approved projects for this biennium 
and the previous biennium. In the 2019-2021 biennium, we approved 36 new projects for 
almost $81 million. Of those 36 projects, 16 were co-funded with the Department of Water 
Resources. So far in the 2021-2023 biennium, we have approved 28 new projects for almost 
$45 million. Of those 28 projects, 15 were co-funded with the Department of Water 
Resources. Construction on many projects spans multiple years, so we typically have 50-60 
active loans. I’ve included a chart showing the number of active loans.  
 
Because our program has matured over the nearly 25 years of existence, our loan capacity 
has increased. We occasionally have our financial advisor run a capacity analysis of our 
program. The most-recent capacity analysis shows that we could fund $141 million in loans 
per year if 60% of our loans have terms of 30 years and $128 million per year if 80% of our 
loans have terms of 30 years. I’ve included a chart that shows the amount of funds disbursed 
every year of the program, and the maximum amount disbursed was $85 million. In the 
history of both SRF programs, we have not turned away any eligible project that has 
demonstrated the ability to repay a loan and there is plenty of capacity to fund additional 
loans. 



 

State Agency Coordination 
As described earlier, the DWSRF program partners with the Department of Water Resources 
cost share program and the BND IRLF to put together funding packages for projects seeking 
financial assistance. Political subdivisions no longer have to submit separate applications to 
funding programs, and all participating agencies are able to see the overall funding picture 
for a project. Since the existence of the application portal, more than 200 applications have 
been received and evaluated.  
 
Cross-agency collaboration ensures the effective use of funds for projects. For example, the 
DWSRF program recently received funding restricted to projects that address emerging 
contaminants. We identified a few projects that met the funding eligibility criteria. Both 
projects had intended to use Department of Water Resources cost share funding for 75% of 
the project costs, and use the DWSRF program for their 25% cost share. Because of this 
funding, these projects will instead receive 75% loan forgiveness through the DWSRF and 
the cost share program will be able to reduce the amount of funding that they provide to 
those projects and allocate it to other projects. 
 
Mr. Chairman and committee members, this concludes my neutral testimony for SB 2020. I 
would be happy to answer any questions. 



State Revolving Funds Overview

Clean Water State Revolving Fund

Eligible Projects

• Wastewater Treatment
• Sewer Systems
• Stormwater Projects with a Water Quality Benefit
• Landfill Closure and Leachate

Collection/Treatment
• Water Meters
• Water Reuse
• Energy Efficiency Plans
• Necessary Land Acquisitions for Eligible Projects

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
• Source Water
• Treatment
• Storage
• Water Distribution
• Consolidation of Water Systems
• Water Security
• Energy Efficiency Plans
• Administrative Buildings

Financial Advantages
No penalty for early payment 
from excess revenues.

Borrowers only pay interest on 
loan as funds are drawn.

Bond counsel fees are the 
only cost of issuance.

Eligible USDA-RD loans can 
be refinanced.

Can be used as co-funding for  
other state and federal programs.

No state general funds 
have ever been used  
for state revolving  
loans!

The State Revolving Fund (SRF) Programs offer below-market interest rate loans (currently at 
2 percent) to political subdivisions for financing projects authorized under the Clean Water Act 
and Safe Drinking Water Act. These programs operate nationwide with funding from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency to provide loans to maintain and improve infrastructure that 
protects our vital water resources. Loans are awarded to projects listed on the project priority list 
based on eligibility and repayment ability.

1

.. 

NORTH 

Dakota Be Legendary.™ 

Environmental Quality I 



Cofunding Partners

INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND

CAPITAL FINANCING PROGRAM

ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE  
& IMPACT GRANT

Clean Water State Revolving Fund Drinking Water State Revolving Fund

Project Prioritization

• Water Quality
• Water Quantity
• Affordability
• Infrastructure Adequacy
• Consolidation or Regionalization 
• Operator Safety

Return on Investment

CWSRF DWSRF Total

Total Federal Grants Received $258,004,688 $240,645,767 $498,650,455

Total Project Assistance Disbursed $797,544,842 $682,140,000 $1,479,684,842

Return on Investment 309% 283% 297%

Number of Projects 338 311 649

• Water Quality Improvements
• Affordability
• Permit Compliance
• Readiness to Proceed
• Green Project Reserve

Contact Environmental Quality at 701.328.5211 • www.deq.nd.gov/MF • NDSRF@nd.gov 
or Public Finance Authority at 701.328.7100 • www.pfa.nd.gov • NDPFA@nd.gov

As of 12/31/2022
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Appendix E 
 

Priority Ranking System 
 

The following criteria and point system is utilized by the DWSRF Program to rank eligible 
projects for potential financial assistance through the DWSRF Program: 
 
 General 

Supplemental 
Emerging 

Contaminants 
Lead Service Line 

Replacement 
Water Quality 30 25 30 
Water Quantity 20 - - 
Affordability 20 20 20 
Infrastructure Adequacy 15 - 15 
Consolidation or Regionalization 10 10 - 
Miscellaneous 5 - 5 
Total 100 55 70 

 
DWSRF funds may be used to buy or refinance existing local debt obligations (publicly owned 
systems only) where the initial debt was incurred and the construction started after July 1, 1993. 
DWSRF assistance requests of this type, if eligible, will be ranked based on the original purpose 
and success of the constructed improvements. 
 
Creation of New Systems - eligible projects are those that, upon completion, will create a 
community water system (CWS) to address existing and serious public health problems caused 
by unsafe drinking water from individual wells or surface water sources. Eligible projects are also 
those that create a new regional CWS by consolidating existing systems with technical, financial, 
or managerial difficulties. Projects to address existing public health problems associated with 
individual wells or surface water sources must be limited in scope to the specific geographic 
area affected by contamination. Projects that create new regional CWSs by consolidating 
existing systems must be limited in scope to the service area of the systems being consolidated. 
A project must be a cost-effective solution to addressing the problem. Applicants must ensure 
that sufficient public notice has been given to potentially affected parties and consider 
alternative solutions to addressing the problem. Capacity to serve future population growth 
cannot be a substantial portion of the project.
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Water Quality (select all that apply, 30 points maximum) 

 Supplemental 
Pts. 

Emerging 
Contaminants 

Pts. 
Lead Pts. 

A. Documented waterborne disease outbreaks within last 2 years.  20 
 

  

B. Unresolved nitrate or nitrite maximum contaminant level (MCL) exceedance(s), OR acute 
microbiological MCL exceedance(s) within last 12 months.  15 

 

  

C. Exceedance(s) of EPA-established unreasonable risk to health (URTH) level(s) within last 4 years 
for regulated chemicals or radionuclides (excludes nitrate and nitrite).  10 

 

  

D. Disinfection treatment inadequate to satisfy one of the following: 
 The Surface Water Treatment Rule (SWTR) 
 The Enhanced SWTR (ESWTR) 
 The Groundwater Rule (GWR) 
 Groundwater source(s) deemed by the PWSS to be under the direct influence of surface 

water 
 Multiple turbidity treatment technique requirement (TTR) violations within last 2 years 

(includes at least one event where the maximum allowed turbidity was exceeded) 

 8 
 

  

E. Multiple turbidity TTR violations within last 2 years (no events where the maximum allowed 
turbidity was exceeded), OR 3 or more non-acute microbiological MCL violations within last 12 
months. 

 7 
 

  

F. MCL or TTR exceedance(s) (no URTH level exceedances) within last 4 years (excludes 
microbiological contaminants, nitrate, nitrite, and turbidity).  6 

 

  30 
 

G. Potential MCL or TTR compliance problems based on most recent 4-year period (excludes microbiological contaminants and turbidity). 

75% to 100% of MCL or TTR  5 
 

  25 
 

50% to 74% of MCL or TTR  4 
 

  20 
 

25% to 49% of MCL or TTR  3 
 

  15 
 

H. General water quality problems 

 Total dissolved solids (TDS) ≥ 1,500 mg/L 
 Total hardness (TH) as calcium carbonate ≥ 650 mg/L 
 Sodium (Na) ≥ 650 mg/L 

 4 
 

  

4
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□ 
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□ 

□ 

□ 

□ □ 
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□ □ 
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 Iron (Fe) ≥ 2.0 mg/L 
 Sulfate (SO4) ≥ 750 mg/L 
 TDS from 500-1,499 mg/L 
 TH as calcium carbonate from 200-649 mg/L 
 Na from 200-659 mg/L 
 Fe from 0.3-1.9 mg/L 
 SO4 from 250-749 mg/L 

 2 
 

  

I. Emerging contaminants problems 

Exceedance of health advisory level (HAL)  5 
 

 25 
 

 

75% to 100% of HAL  4 
 

 20 
 

 

50% to 74% of HAL  3 
 

 15 
 

 

25% to 49% of HAL  2 
 

 10 
 

 

<25% of HAL, or contaminant with no HAL  1 
 

 5 
 

 

 
Water Quality Total    

 

Water Quantity (select all that apply, 20 points maximum) 

 Supplemental 
Pts. 

Emerging 
Contaminants 

Pts. 
Lead Pts. 

A. Correction of a critical water supply problem involving the loss or imminent loss of a water 
supply in the near future  20 

 

  

B. Community Water Systems 

Correction of an extreme water supply problem (maximum water available <150 gallons per 
capita per day (gpcd) OR water losses of >30% as documented through an audit).  10 

 

  

Correction of a serious water supply problem (maximum water available <200 gpcd OR daily 
water shortages OR water losses of 21-30% as documented through an audit).  7 

 

  

Correction of a moderate water supply problem (maximum water available <250 gpcd OR 
occasional daily water shortages OR water losses of 11-20% as documented through an audit).  4 

 

  

5
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Correction of a minor water supply problem (maximum water available <300 gpcd OR sporadic 
water shortages OR water losses up to 10% as documented through an audit).  2 

 

  

C. Non-profit Non-community Water Systems 

Correction of an extreme water supply problem (continuous water shortages during all periods 
of operation).  10 

 

  

Correction of a serious water supply problem (inability to meet peak daily water demand at a 
frequency of at least once per week during all periods of operation).  7 

 

  

Correction of a moderate water supply problem (occasional inability to meet peak daily water 
demands on a seasonal basis).  4 

 

  

Correction of a minor water supply problem (occasional inability to meet peak water demands).  2 
 

  

 
Water Quantity Total    

 

Affordability (select all that apply, 20 points maximum) 

 Supplemental 
Pts. 

Emerging 
Contaminants 

Pts. 
Lead Pts. 

A. Average annual residential water user charge as a percent of local or service area annual median household income (AMHI) 

>2.5%  5 
 

 5 
 

 5 
 

2.0% to 2.5%  4 
 

 4 
 

 4 
 

1.5% to 1.9%  3 
 

 3 
 

 3 
 

1.0% to 1.4%  2 
 

 2 
 

 2 
 

0.5% to 0.9%  1 
 

 1 
 

 1 
 

B. Households with income less than 200% of the poverty threshold 

≥50%  5 
 

 5 
 

 5 
 

40% to 49%  4 
 

 4 
 

 4 
 

6
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30% to 39% 3 3 3 

20% to 29% 2 2 2 

10% to 19% 1 1 1 

C. Unemployment rate

≥5.0% 5 5 5 

4.0% to 4.9% 4 4 4 

3.0% to 3.9% 3 3 3 

2.0% to 2.9% 2 2 2 

1.0% to 1.9% 1 1 1 

D. Residents with less than a high school education

≥20% 5 5 5 

16.0% to 19.9% 4 4 4 

12.0% to 15.9% 3 3 3 

8.0% to 11.9% 2 2 2 

4.0% to 7.9% 1 1 1 

Affordability Total 

Infrastructure Adequacy (select all that apply, 15 points maximum)

Supplemental 
Pts. 

Emerging 
Contaminants 

Pts. 
Lead Pts. 

Source Water 

7
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A. Correction of well construction or operating deficiencies  3 
 

  

B. Correction of specific design or operating deficiencies associated with surface water intake 
facilities.  2 

 

  

C. Provision of a second well where only one functional well exists for systems relying solely on 
their own groundwater supplies  2 

 

  

D. Correction of specific design or operating deficiencies associated with raw water pumping 
facilities.  2 

 

  

E. Correction of specific design or operating deficiencies associated with raw water distribution 
system piping and/or appurtenances.  2 

 

  

Treatment 
F. Correction of general disinfection treatment deficiencies – excludes improvements necessary to 

directly comply with the SWTR, the ESWTR, or the GWR.  3 
 

  

G. Water treatment plant operating at or above design capacity.  3 
 

  

H. Water treatment plant operating at or beyond useful design life.  3 
 

  

I. Correction of specific design or operating deficiencies associated with water treatment plant 
unit processes (excludes disinfection treatment).  2 

 

  

J. Correction of specific design or operating deficiencies associated with chemical feed 
installations (excludes disinfection).  2 

 

  

K. Replacement of inoperative, obsolete, or inadequate instrumentation or controls.  2 
 

  

Storage 
L. Replacement of deteriorated finished water storage structures.  3 

 

  

M. Correction of specific design or operating deficiencies associated with finished water storage 
facilities.  2 

 

  

N. Replacement of inoperative, obsolete, or inadequate instrumentation or controls.  2 
 

  

Distribution 
O. Correction of distribution system pressure problems (dynamic pressure <20 psi).  3 

 

  

P. Replacement of deteriorated water mains and/or appurtenances.  3 
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Q. Replacement of distribution system piping/materials containing lead. 3 15 

R. Correction of specific design or operating deficiencies associated with finished water pumping
facilities. 2 

S. Correction of specific design or operating deficiencies associated with finished water
distribution system piping and/or appurtenances. 2 

T. Replacement of water meters. 2 

Infrastructure Adequacy Total 

Consolidation or Regionalization (select all that apply, 10 points maximum)

Supplemental 
Pts. 

Emerging 
Contaminants 

Pts. 
Lead Pts. 

A. Correction of Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) compliance problem(s) or extreme to critical
water supply problem(s) for one or more PWSs. 3 

B. Correction of contamination problems (regulated contaminants) or extreme water quantity
problems for individual residences or businesses. 2 

C. Correction of potential MCL or TTR compliance problems, general water quality problems, or
moderate to serious water quantity problems for one or more PWSs. 2 

D. Correction of general water quality problems, emerging contaminants, or moderate to serious
water quantity problems for individual residences or businesses. 2 10 

E. Resolution of technical, managerial, or financial capacity problems for one or more PWSs. 2 

Consolidation or Regionalization Total 

Miscellaneous (select all that apply, 5 points maximum)

Supplemental 
Pts. 

Emerging 
Contaminants 

Pts. 
Lead Pts. 

A. Correction of a problem that poses a safety hazard to operators. 3 
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B. Measures to improve the PWS’s resiliency during emergencies (interconnections with other
PWSs, generators, flood protection, etc.) 3 

C. Administration buildings for the PWS (billing offices, labs, control centers, etc.) 2 

D. Studies that may result in a capital project or reduction in demand to alleviate the need for
additional capital investment (water utility audits, leak detection studies, identification of
service line materials, optimization studies, asset management plans, drought contingency
plans, etc.)

1 5 

Miscellaneous Total 

Grand Total 
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Shaded projects are on the fundable list

Priority Ranking
(Supplemental)

Priority Ranking
(Emerging 

Contaminants)

Priority 
Ranking
(Lead)

Tracking No. System Name
Disadvantaged 

Community
Present 

Population
Project Description

Project Cost 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Emerging 

Contaminants 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Lead ($1,000)

Construction 
Start Date

Est. Loan 

Term1

33 - - 1801056-21-01 Agassiz WUD Yes 3,525 User & transmission expansion phase 2 3,850 - - 2023
281 - 134 1801056-22-01 Agassiz WUD Yes 3,525 Lead service line inventory 200 - 200 -
74 - - 4001153-14-01 All Seasons WUD Yes 4,295 System 3 improvements - Bottineau & Renville counties 1,060 - - 2023

24 - - 4001153-14-02 All Seasons WUD Yes 4,295
System 3 improvements - Turtle Mountains & Lake Metigoshe 

area
29,000 - - 2023

146 - - 4001153-15-01 All Seasons WUD Yes 4,295 System 4 to system 1 water supply project 6,638 - - 2023

35 - - 4001153-21-01 All Seasons WUD Yes 4,295
Refinance of projects for well, reservoir, SCADA, & pipeline 

improvements
3,929 - - -

147 - - 4001153-21-02 All Seasons WUD Yes 4,295 Rolla area improvements 924 - - 2023
355 - - 3000012-22-01 Almont No 115 Water main replacement district no. 2022-1 1,500 - - 2023
380 - 100 3000012-23-01 Almont No 115 Lead service line inventory & replacement 115 - 115 2023
29 - 121 0900017-22-01 Amenia No 94 Distribution system improvements 700 - 45 2023

374 - 94 0900017-23-01 Amenia No 94 Lead service line inventory & replacement 700 - 700 2023
210 - - 3200023-21-01 Aneta Yes 234 Water main replacement 3,000 - - 2023
173 - 40 3200023-23-01 Aneta Yes 234 Lead service line inventory & replacement 234 - 234 2023 30
245 - - 0900035-22-01 Arthur No 328 Control building improvements 400 - - 2024
357 - 86 0900035-23-01 Arthur No 328 Lead service line inventory & replacement 328 - 328 2023
9 - - 2600038-21-01 Ashley Yes 700 Water tower improvements 2,000 - - 2023
94 - - 2600038-21-02 Ashley Yes 700 Water main replacement 1,000 - - 2023
2 3 - 2600038-21-03 Ashley Yes 700 WTP improvements 2,500 1,250 - 2023 20+

152 - 37 2600038-23-01 Ashley Yes 700 Lead service line inventory & replacement 700 - 700 2023 30
312 - - 1700059-20-01 Beach Yes 981 South side water tower rehabilitation 398 - - 2023
130 - 95 1700059-22-01 Beach Yes 981 Water main & lead service line replacement 1,805 - 181 2023
352 - 139 1700059-22-02 Beach Yes 981 Lead service line inventory 94 - 94 -
76 - - 4500069-23-01 Belfield Yes 1,013 12" transmission line extension & PRV vaults 1,845 - - 2024
37 - - 4500069-23-02 Belfield Yes 1,013 AC water main & gate valve replacement 2,305 - - 2024

356 - - 5100072-18-02 Berthold No 454 Water tower rehabilitation 300 - - 2023
382 - - 5100072-21-01 Berthold No 454 Water main replacement 5,000 - - 2023
368 - 92 5100072-23-01 Berthold No 454 Lead service line inventory & replacement 454 - 454 2023
306 - - 2900074-20-01 Beulah Yes 3,052 Phase I main street improvements 5,195 - - 2023
22 - 16 0800080-19-01 Bismarck Yes 88,000 Water main & lead service line replacement 3,500 - 1,500 2023 30
60 - 19 0800080-23-01 Bismarck Yes 88,000 Lead service line replacement 3,500 - 1,000 2023 30

384 - - 0700114-21-02 Bowbells Yes 301 Railway St water main looping 275 - - 2023
396 - 145 0700114-22-01 Bowbells Yes 301 Lead service line inventory 63 - 63 -
185 - - 0600119-14-01 Bowman Yes 1,470 4th ave NW water main replacement 1,445 - - 2024
186 - - 0600119-19-01 Bowman Yes 1,470 New 500,000 gallon tank 2,100 - - 2024
196 - 122 0900134-11-01 Buffalo No 225 Distribution system improvements 2,300 - 200 2024
381 - 101 0900134-23-01 Buffalo No 225 Lead service line inventory & replacement 225 - 225 2023
350 - - 5100138-12-01 Burlington Yes 1,310 Elevated storage tank 1,750 - - 2023
208 - - 5100138-22-01 Burlington Yes 1,310 Wallace St water main replacement 457 - - 2022
105 - - 4800152-13-02 Cando Yes 1,115 Water main replacement 2,000 - - 2023
26 - 4 4800152-22-01 Cando Yes 1,115 Lead service line replacement 650 - 650 2023 30

143 - 35 4800152-23-01 Cando Yes 1,115 Lead service line inventory & replacement 1,115 - 1,115 2023 30
362 - - 1600159-20-01 Carrington Yes 2,200 Water main replacement & rehab 1,500 - - 2023
30 - 7 1900162-22-01 Carson Yes 238 Railroad, 1st, & 2nd Ave water main replacement 2,577 - 26 2023 30
89 - - 1900162-22-02 Carson Yes 238 Water storage improvements 2,250 - - 2023
68 - 3 1900162-23-01 Carson Yes 238 Lead service line inventory & replacement 238 - 238 2023 30

246 - - 0901060-22-01 Cass RWD Yes 17,841 1.5 million gallon water tower 5,860 - - 2024
348 - - 0901060-22-02 Cass RWD Yes 17,841 County Road 17 water line improvements 1,189 - - 2024
247 - - 0901060-22-03 Cass RWD Yes 17,841 Reservoir B expansion 982 - - 2024
125 - - 0901060-23-01 Cass RWD Yes 17,841 2024 system wide improvements 3,000 - - 2024
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Priority Ranking
(Supplemental)

Priority Ranking
(Emerging 

Contaminants)

Priority 
Ranking
(Lead)

Tracking No. System Name
Disadvantaged 

Community
Present 

Population
Project Description

Project Cost 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Emerging 

Contaminants 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Lead ($1,000)

Construction 
Start Date

Est. Loan 

Term1

239 - 20 0900166-19-01 Casselton Yes 2,513 Lead service line replacement 910 - 910 2023 30
285 - - 0900166-20-01 Casselton Yes 2,513 Water main replacement (5th Ave N) 4,500 - - 2023

286 - - 0900166-22-01 Casselton Yes 2,513
Water main replacement & looping (2nd St N, Cottonwood Dr 

to ND Hwy 18, Morningside Dr to ND Hwy 18)
1,350 - - 2023

199 - 15 0900166-23-01 Casselton Yes 2,513 Lead service line inventory & replacement 2,513 - 2,513 2023 30
39 - - 3400170-22-01 Cavalier Yes 1,247 Water main replacement 1,355 - - 2023

158 - 125 3400170-22-02 Cavalier Yes 1,247 Lead service line inventory 125 - 125 -
10 - 70 3300174-22-01 Center Yes 600 Water storage & distribution improvements 2,600 - 260 2023

104 - 27 3300174-23-01 Center Yes 600 Lead service line inventory & replacement 600 - 600 2023 30
1 - - 5201309-23-01 Central Plains WD Yes 3,504 Water district expansion 11,171 - - 2023 30

284 - - 3900183-09-01 Christine Yes 150
Water main, gate valve, & hydrant replacement, water main 

looping
700 - - 2023

329 - 80 3900183-23-01 Christine Yes 150 Lead service line inventory & replacement 150 - 150 2023
266 - - 2800192-20-02 Coleharbor Yes 82 Water main replacement district no. 2021-1 1,500 - - 2023
91 - 9 2800194-23-01 Coleharbor Yes 82 Lead service line inventory & replacement 82 - 82 2023 30

283 - - 3900196-23-01 Colfax No 175 Reservoir expansion 1,051 - - 2023
394 - - 3900196-23-02 Colfax No 175 Water main looping 690 - - 2024
313 - - 0700198-16-01 Columbus Yes 133 Water main looping 1,250 - - 2023
218 - 85 2000203-22-01 Cooperstown Yes 907 Lead service line replacement 100 - 100 2023
178 - 43 2000203-23-01 Cooperstown Yes 907 Lead service line inventory & replacement 907 - 907 2023 30
4 - 110 1200211-22-01 Crosby Yes 1,065 Hendrickson/Holmes water main improvement 3,229 - 55 2024

387 - 142 2001061-22-01 Dakota RWD Yes 2,472 Lead service line inventory 200 - 200 -
120 - - 2001061-22-02 Dakota RWD Yes 2,472 Transmission pipeline expansion 4,931 - - 2024
87 1 - 2001061-22-03 Dakota RWD Yes 2,472 WTP expansion & manganese removal 5,000 5,000 - 2023 20+

209 - - 0200226-22-01 Dazey Yes 104 Control panel, electrical, & pump improvements 150 - - 2023
282 - 135 2500266-22-01 Drake Yes 299 Lead service line inventory 63 - 63 -
203 - - 3400269-21-01 Drayton Yes 751 Water main, hydrant, valve, & meter replacement 8,055 - - 2023
262 - 60 3400269-23-01 Drayton Yes 751 Lead service line inventory & replacement 751 - 751 2023 30
315 - 136 1801062-22-02 East Central RWD Yes 8,448 Lead service line inventory 200 - 200 -
213 - - 1801062-22-03 East Central RWD Yes 8,448 Wellfield, transmission, & user expansion (phase 6) 5,955 - - 2024
12 - - 1801062-22-04 East Central RWD Yes 8,448 Service to Galesburg 1,784 - - 2024
6 4 - 1801062-22-05 East Central RWD Yes 8,448 WTP expansion (phase 5) 10,564 10,564 - 2023 20+
15 - - 1801062-23-01 East Central RWD Yes 8,448 Hillsboro WTP expansion 3,500 - - 2023

137 - - 1801062-23-02 East Central RWD Yes 8,448 Service to Buxton 6,137 - - 2023
328 - - 3600298-23-01 Edmore Yes 141 Water storage & pumphouse 650 - - 2023
215 - - 1900303-21-01 Elgin Yes 662 East side utility improvements 1,700 - - 2023
176 - 41 1900303-23-01 Elgin Yes 662 Lead service line inventory & replacement 662 - 662 2023 30
44 - - 3700314-02-01 Enderlin Yes 890 Well field & transmission line 1,700 - - 2024
70 - 78 3700314-02-02 Enderlin Yes 890 Water main & lead service line replacement 1,500 - 400 2024
92 - - 3700314-02-03 Enderlin Yes 890 WTP improvements 4,700 - - 2025
45 - - 3700314-08-01 Enderlin Yes 890 Water tower replacement 2,000 - - 2024

142 - 34 3700314-23-01 Enderlin Yes 890 Lead service line inventory & replacement 890 - 890 2023 30
182 - - 3900333-06-01 Fairmount Yes 367 Water main replacement 800 - - 2023
153 - 38 3900333-23-01 Fairmount Yes 367 Lead service line inventory & replacement 367 - 367 2023 30
32 - - 0900336-11-01 Fargo Yes 166,000 High service pump station 9,500 - - 2025

171 - - 0900336-11-02 Fargo Yes 166,000 WTP residuals facility 38,000 - - 2025
139 - 90 0900336-18-02 Fargo Yes 166,000 Lead service line replacement 2,000 - 2,000 2024
276 - - 0900336-21-01 Fargo Yes 166,000 Sheyenne river water supply improvements 8,000 - - 2024
43 - 89 0900336-22-01 Fargo Yes 166,000 Water main replacement 5,000 - - 2023

227 - - 0900336-23-01 Fargo Yes 166,000 32nd Ave watermain replacement 2,200 - - 2024
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Priority Ranking
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Priority 
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Project Cost 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Emerging 

Contaminants 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Lead ($1,000)

Construction 
Start Date
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231 - 137 0900336-23-02 Fargo Yes 166,000 AMI meter improvements - phase I 3,400 - 400 2024
232 - 138 0900336-23-03 Fargo Yes 166,000 AMI meter improvements - phase II 6,600 - 0 2025
277 - - 0900336-23-04 Fargo Yes 166,000 Emergency Red River intake screen 4,000 - - 2024
140 5 - 0900336-23-05 Fargo Yes 166,000 GAC filter conversion 7,000 7,000 2023 20+
228 - - 0900336-23-06 Fargo Yes 166,000 Main Ave water main replacement 3,600 - - 2025
211 - 47 3000342-20-01 Flasher Yes 290 Service line improvements & lead service line inventory 350 - 350 2023 30
358 - - 0700344-22-01 Flaxton Yes 74 Water main replacement 478 - - 2023
334 - 82 1100346-23-01 Forbes Yes 53 Lead service line inventory & replacement 53 - 53 2023
326 - - 4100357-08-01 Forman Yes 504 Water tower replacement 1,200 - - 2023
327 - - 4100357-14-01 Forman Yes 504 Well improvements & transmission line replacement 750 - - 2023
370 - - 4100357-15-01 Forman Yes 504 Distribution system upgrades 1,030 - - 2023

69 - - 2400380-19-01 Gackle Yes 310
Water main & water meter replacement, pump house 

improvements
500 - - 2022

180 - 45 2400380-23-01 Gackle Yes 310 Lead service line inventory & replacement 310 - 310 2023 30
118 - - 4900382-22-01 Galesburg No 118 Distribution system & storage improvements 1,800 - - 2023
405 - 148 4900382-22-02 Galesburg No 118 Lead service line inventory 63 - 63 -
41 - - 2800389-13-01 Garrison Yes 2,500 WTP upgrades 5,000 - - 2022

165 - 109 2800389-13-02 Garrison Yes 2,500 Water main & lead service line replacement 2,500 - 1,000 2023
345 - - 2800389-15-01 Garrison Yes 2,500 Intake replacement 4,000 - - 2023
258 - 57 2800389-23-01 Garrison Yes 2,500 Lead service line inventory & replacement 1,462 - 1,462 2023 30
72 - - 3000400-19-02 Glen Ullin Yes 807 Water main replacement district no. 2022-1 4,500 - - 2023
73 - - 3000400-22-01 Glen Ullin Yes 807 Water storage improvement district no. 2022-1 1,500 - - 2023

106 - 28 3000400-23-01 Glen Ullin Yes 807 Lead service line inventory & replacement 807 - 807 2023 30
336 - - 3800397-13-01 Glenburn Yes 380 Distribution system improvements 5,500 - - 2023
305 - 75 3800397-23-01 Glenburn Yes 380 Lead service line inventory & replacement 380 - 380 2023
8 - - 5000408-02-01 Grafton Yes 4,170 WTP improvements 5,562 - - 2023

100 - - 5000408-03-01 Grafton Yes 4,170 Park river water intake 2,225 - - 2036
101 - - 5000408-16-01 Grafton Yes 4,170 Raw water transmission line project 7,342 - - 2029
102 - - 5000408-16-02 Grafton Yes 4,170 Red river water intake 4,536 - - 2028
235 - 129 5000408-22-01 Grafton Yes 4,170 Lead service line inventory 250 - 250 -
188 - - 5000408-22-02 Grafton Yes 4,170 Surface water intake improvements 500 - - 2023
226 - - 1800410-20-01 Grand Forks Yes 59,166 WTP demolition 5,100 - - 2024
138 - - 1800410-23-01 Grand Forks Yes 59,166 Potable waterline expansion 3,504 - - 2023
13 - - 2500415-12-01 Granville Yes 330 Water main replacement 499 - - 2023

363 - - 5300425-20-01 Grenora Yes 350 Water main replacement (Main St) 1,500 - - 2031
364 - - 5300425-20-02 Grenora Yes 350 Water main replacement (Jetson St) 703 - - 2024
287 - - 5300425-20-03 Grenora Yes 350 Water tower improvements 3,000 - - 2024
119 8 - 5300425-20-04 Grenora Yes 350 WTP improvements 2,926 2,926 - 2027
365 - - 5300425-20-05 Grenora Yes 350 Well house #1 improvements 1,000 - - 2026
288 - - 5300425-20-06 Grenora Yes 350 Well house #2 improvements 1,000 - - 2040
386 - - 3900443-23-01 Hankinson Yes 845 Renewable energy water supply 2,465 - - 2023

67 - - 2000446-09-01 Hannaford Yes 150 Water tower replacement & pump house improvements 2,300 - - 2024

93 - - 5200458-16-01 Harvey Yes 1,783 WTP improvements 800 - - 2023
229 - - 5200458-22-01 Harvey Yes 1,783 Raw water line replacement 2,250 - - 2024
230 - - 5200458-22-02 Harvey Yes 1,783 Railroad crossing water main replacement 400 - - 2024
48 - 6 5200458-23-01 Harvey Yes 1,783 Lead service line inventory & replacement 1,783 - 1,783 2023 30

403 - - 0900460-16-01 Harwood No 718 Distribution system improvements 1,000 - - 2023
391 - 111 0900460-23-01 Harwood No 718 Lead service line inventory & replacement 718 - 718 2023
46 - - 1500469-22-01 Hazelton Yes 225 Pump house & water tower improvements 2,000 - - 2023

254 - 54 1500469-23-01 Hazelton Yes 225 Lead service line inventory & replacement 225 - 225 2023 30
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244 - 117 2900470-22-01 Hazen Yes 2,411 Lead service line & water meter replacement 2,000 - 1,500 2023
307 - 76 2900470-23-01 Hazen Yes 2,411 Lead service line inventory & replacement 2,411 - 2,411 2023
168 - - 3000473-20-01 Hebron Yes 867 Southside water main replacement 3,903 - - 2023
257 - - 3000473-22-01 Hebron Yes 867 Summit avenue watermain replacement 178 - - 2023
241 - - 0100476-23-01 Hettinger Yes 1,200 Water main rehabilitation 1,660 - - 2024
236 - 130 4900482-22-01 Hillsboro Yes 1,649 Lead service line inventory 125 - 125 -
369 - - 4600487-08-01 Hope Yes 258 Water main extension 210 - - 2023
291 - 71 4600487-23-01 Hope Yes 258 Lead service line inventory & replacement 258 - 258 2023
406 - - 0900488-15-01 Horace No 614 Water tower improvements 815 - - 2024
402 - - 0900488-22-01 Horace No 614 Water tower replacement 6,500 - - 2024
325 - - 0900492-15-01 Hunter Yes 261 Control building improvements 300 - - 2024
85 - 14 0900492-15-02 Hunter Yes 261 Distribution system improvements 4,000 - 200 2024

161 - 5 0900492-23-01 Hunter Yes 261 Lead service line inventory & replacement 261 - 261 2023 30
189 - - 4700498-09-01 Jamestown Yes 16,000 Water meters 2,835 - - 2023
190 - - 4700498-13-01 Jamestown Yes 16,000 WTP SCADA improvements 455 - - 2023
191 - - 4700498-13-02 Jamestown Yes 16,000 WTP filter bay improvements 860 - - 2023
192 - - 4700498-14-02 Jamestown Yes 16,000 NE water transmission line 4,968 - - 2023
77 - - 4700498-18-01 Jamestown Yes 16,000 Pitless well rehabilitation 200 - - 2023
78 - - 4700498-19-01 Jamestown Yes 16,000 WTP backwash recycle system 1,750 - - 2023

193 - - 4700498-19-02 Jamestown Yes 16,000 NE water tower improvement 350 - - 2023
11 - 1 4700498-22-01 Jamestown Yes 16,000 Water main & lead service line replacement 1,500 - 250 2023 30
25 - 2 4700498-22-02 Jamestown Yes 16,000 Lead service line replacement 3,500 - 3,500 2023 30

175 - 79 2300508-15-01 Jud Yes 72 Distribution system improvements 500 - 50 2024
145 - 36 2300508-23-01 Jud Yes 72 Lead service line inventory & replacement 72 - 72 2023 30
164 - 108 5100515-15-01 Kenmare Yes 1,013 Water main replacement 575 - 58 2023
129 - 11 5100515-22-01 Kenmare Yes 1,013 Lead service line inventory 310 - 310 2023 10
401 - 147 0900524-22-01 Kindred No 889 Lead service line replacement study 50 - 50 -
59 - - 0900524-22-02 Kindred No 889 Water reservoir & water main improvements 1,500 - - 2024

197 - 119 0900524-23-01 Kindred No 889 ACP water main replacement 1,480 - 200 2028
377 - 120 0900524-23-02 Kindred No 889 Lead service line replacement 500 - 500 2024
385 - - 0900524-23-03 Kindred No 889 Water storage expansion & study 1,000 - - 2026
96 - - 2300535-09-01 Kulm Yes 354 Water tower replacement 1,500 - - 2023

274 - 68 2300535-23-01 Kulm Yes 354 Lead service line inventory & replacement 354 - 354 2023
361 - - 2300537-14-01 LaMoure Yes 889 Water main replacement & looping 525 - - 2023
333 - 81 2300537-23-01 LaMoure Yes 889 Lead service line inventory & replacement 889 - 889 2023
297 - - 1000543-09-01 Langdon Yes 1,878 Water main replacement 3,000 - - 2023
346 - - 1000543-09-02 Langdon Yes 1,878 Water tower rehabilitation 600 - - 2024
347 - - 1000543-21-01 Langdon Yes 1,878 Water main looping 950 - - 2023
267 - 62 1000543-23-01 Langdon Yes 1,878 Lead service line inventory & replacement 1,878 - 1,878 2023 30
123 - - 0300533-13-01 Leeds Yes 427 Well & transmission line improvements 600 - - 2023
202 - - 0300553-13-02 Leeds Yes 427 Well & transmission line improvements 450 - - 2023
293 - 107 0300553-13-03 Leeds Yes 427 Lead service line replacement 650 - 650 2023
294 - - 0300553-20-01 Leeds Yes 427 Water main replacement 525 - - 2023
256 - 56 0300553-23-01 Leeds Yes 427 Lead service line inventory & replacement 427 - 427 2023 30
50 - - 2600556-22-01 Lehr Yes 80 Water tower & water main replacement 1,500 - - 2023

222 - 50 2600556-23-01 Lehr Yes 80 Lead service line inventory & replacement 80 - 80 2023 30
49 - 72 3900567-16-01 Lidgerwood Yes 652 Transmission main & lead service line replacement 1,126 - 320 2024
99 - - 3900567-23-01 Lidgerwood Yes 652 Booster station and water tower controls 292 - - 2024

238 - - 0800570-22-01 Lincoln No 4,257 Water storage & transmission line improvements 5,400 - - 2023
53 - - 1500571-21-01 Linton Yes 990 Curb stop replacement 1,500 - - 2023
40 - 21 1500571-23-01 Linton Yes 990 Lead service line inventory & replacement 990 - 990 2023 30
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75 - - 3700574-11-01 Lisbon Yes 2,154 Water well 300 - - 2022
148 - - 3700574-11-02 Lisbon Yes 2,154 Water main replacement 2,500 - - 2022
98 - - 3700574-14-01 Lisbon Yes 2,154 WTP improvements 1,000 - - 2022

107 - 29 3700574-23-01 Lisbon Yes 2,154 Lead service line inventory & replacement 2,154 - 2,154 2023 30
116 - - 0300587-22-02 Maddock Yes 380 Water tower repair or replacement 2,500 - - 2024
290 - - 5100593-13-01 Makoti Yes 154 Well & transmission line improvements 400 - - 2023
366 - - 5100593-13-02 Makoti Yes 154 Water main replacement 2,000 - - 2022
341 - 84 5100593-23-01 Makoti Yes 154 Lead service line inventory & replacement 154 - 154 2023
349 - - 3000596-13-03 Mandan Yes 32,000 Boundary road PRV 661 - - 2023
301 - - 3000596-19-01 Mandan Yes 32,000 Collins Ave reservoir replacement 3,566 - - 2025
207 - - 3000596-21-01 Mandan Yes 32,000 Memorial Hwy water main upgrade 5,500 - - 2023
248 - - 3000596-21-02 Mandan Yes 32,000 South end pump station improvements 419 - - 2024
88 - - 3000596-22-01 Mandan Yes 32,000 WTP optimization phase 3 6,587 - - 2024

167 - 18 3000596-22-02 Mandan Yes 32,000 Lead service line replacement 50 - 50 2023 30
302 - - 3000596-22-03 Mandan Yes 32,000 Midtown west water main replacement 2,000 - - 2026
303 - - 3000596-22-04 Mandan Yes 32,000 Water distribution system improvements 400 - - 2023
304 - - 3000596-22-05 Mandan Yes 32,000 Downtown water main replacement 1,200 - - 2024
132 - 13 3000596-22-06 Mandan Yes 32,000 Lead service line inventory & replacement 200 - 200 2023 30
337 - - 0900613-20-01 Mapleton Yes 1,320 Water main replacement 1,000 - - 2023
243 - - 0900613-22-01 Mapleton Yes 1,320 Water main railroad crossing & looping 800 - - 2023
338 - 83 0900613-23-01 Mapleton Yes 1,320 Lead service line inventory & replacement 310 - 310 2023
250 - - 2800619-18-01 Max Yes 334 Water main replacement 639 - - 2023
251 - - 2800619-20-01 Max Yes 334 Gate valve replacement 156 - - 2023
371 - - 0500620-23-01 Maxbass Yes 85 Curb stop and gate valve replacement 126 - - 2024
204 - - 4900622-16-01 Mayville Yes 1,858 WTP upgrades 790 - - 2023

205 - - 4900622-22-01 Mayville Yes 1,858
Refinance of surface water intake and water main 

improvements
950 - - -

268 - 63 4900622-23-01 Mayville Yes 1,858 Lead service line inventory & replacement 1,858 - 1,858 2023 30
103 - - 4200626-22-01 McClusky Yes 380 Water main replacement 300 - - 2023
79 - 23 4200626-23-01 McClusky Yes 380 Lead service line inventory & replacement 380 - 380 2023 30

201 - - 3200626-19-01 McVille Yes 375 WTP improvements 1,300 - - 2024
122 - - 3200626-22-01 McVille Yes 375 Elevated tank replacement 2,300 - - 2023
163 - 106 3200626-22-02 McVille Yes 375 Distribution system improvements 10,500 - 150 2024
255 - 55 3200626-23-01 McVille Yes 375 Lead service line inventory & replacement 375 - 375 2023 30
5 - - 4700637-16-01 Medina Yes 300 WTP & well improvements 840 - - 2023 20+
36 - - 4700637-16-02 Medina Yes 300 Water main replacement 840 - - 2022

149 - - 4700637-16-03 Medina Yes 300 Water tower replacement 1,000 - - 2023
108 - 30 4700637-23-01 Medina Yes 300 Lead service line inventory & replacement 300 - 300 2023 30
219 - - 0400638-23-01 Medora Yes 135 Pacific ave watermain replacement & expansion 1,585 - - 2024
220 - - 0400638-23-02 Medora Yes 135 Watermain replacement 7,482 - - 2025
221 - - 0400638-23-03 Medora Yes 135 Water reservoir expansion 2,200 - - 2025
407 - - TBD-22-01 Metro Flood Diversion No 19,500 USACE southern embankment & infrastructure 19,000 - - 2023
395 - - 3200653-13-01 Michigan No 100 Water tower rehabilitation 100 - - 2023
367 - 91 3200653-23-01 Michigan No 100 Lead service line inventory & replacement 345 - 345 2023
373 - - 4101425-19-01 Milnor No 638 Booster station improvements 317 - - 2023
31 - 8 5100660-23-01 Minot Yes 80,000 Eastwood park water main replacement 5,000 - 1,000 2023 30

260 - - 3001431-22-01 Missouri West WS Yes 8,050 Service to users in Lyons Rd area and along Hwy 1806 2,025 - - 2023
263 - - 3800695-21-01 Mohall Yes 705 2nd Ave SE water main replacement 544 - - 2023
264 - - 3800695-22-01 Mohall Yes 705 3rd Ave, 4th & 5th St NW water main replacement 662 - - 2024
265 - 96 3800695-22-02 Mohall Yes 705 Lead service line replacement 1,649 - 1,649 2023

DRAFT
15

NORTH 

Dakota I Environmental Quality 
Be Legendory.~ 



Priority Ranking
(Supplemental)

Priority Ranking
(Emerging 

Contaminants)

Priority 
Ranking
(Lead)

Tracking No. System Name
Disadvantaged 

Community
Present 

Population
Project Description

Project Cost 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Emerging 

Contaminants 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Lead ($1,000)

Construction 
Start Date

Est. Loan 

Term1

20 - - 3900703-11-01 Mooreton Yes 90
Gate valve & hydrant replacement, control upgrades, addition 

of bladder tank storage
700 - - 2024

58 - - 2100704-22-01 Mott Yes 728 Pump house & water tower improvements 2,000 - - 2023
65 - 58 2100704-22-02 Mott Yes 728 Water main replacement district no. 2022-1 1,800 - 20 2023 30

261 - 59 2100704-23-01 Mott Yes 728 Lead service line inventory & replacement 728 - 728 2023 30
62 - - 2400715-13-01 Napoleon Yes 707 Water main extension 2,000 - - 2023

342 - - 2400715-22-01 Napoleon Yes 707 Refinance of water main replacement 3,100 - - -
308 - 77 2400715-23-01 Napoleon Yes 707 Lead service line inventory & replacement 792 - 792 2023
52 - - 2100726-20-01 New England Yes 600 Water main replacement & looping 1,000 - - 2023
27 - - 2100726-22-01 New England Yes 600 Refinance of water system imp. districts Phase 1, 2 & 3 5,996 - - -

17 - - 2100726-22-04 New England Yes 600
Refinance of water main, service line, water tower, hydrant, & 

gate valve replacement
5,996 - - -

81 - 25 2100726-23-01 New England Yes 600 Lead service line inventory & replacement 600 - 600 2023 30
128 - 93 1900731-22-01 New Leipzig Yes 218 Water main & lead service line replacement 708 - 71 2023
212 - 48 1900731-23-01 New Leipzig Yes 218 Lead service line inventory & replacement 218 - 218 2023 30
157 - 124 3100744-22-01 New Town Yes 1,925 Lead service line inventory 125 - 125 -
115 - - 3100744-23-01 New Town Yes 1,925 Reverse osmosis WTP upgrade 39,000 - - 2025
183 - - 1200748-18-01 Noonan Yes 144 Main St water improvements 832 - - 2023
184 - - 1200748-20-01 Noonan Yes 144 Water main replacement (Washington St) 665 - - 2025
194 - - 5101189-19-01 North Prairie RWD Yes 13,000 Backup generators 650 - - 2023
174 - - 5101189-22-01 North Prairie RWD Yes 13,000 Water main replacement - 47th & 48th St. 1,030 - - 2023
117 - - 5101189-23-01 North Prairie RWD Yes 13,000 Reservoir 3 to Max transmission main 2,557 - - 2024

144 - - 1001380-21-02 Northeast RWD Yes 7,517 Individual service to residents of Milton, Nekoma, & Osnabrock 3,599 - - 2024

279 - 132 1001380-22-01 Northeast RWD Yes 7,517 Lead service line inventory 200 - 200 -
3 - - 1001380-22-02 Northeast RWD Yes 7,517 WTP & wellfield expansion 6,000 - - 2024

121 - - 1100758-09-01 Oakes Yes 1,856 Water reservoir & pump station 720 - - 2023
242 - - 1100758-11-01 Oakes Yes 1,856 WTP upgrades 2,000 - - 2023
160 - - 1100758-11-02 Oakes Yes 1,856 Well replacement 400 - - 2023
300 - 74 1100759-23-01 Oakes Yes 1,856 Lead service line inventory & replacement 1,856 - 1,856 2023
34 - 131 0300762-15-01 Oberon Yes 104 Distribution system replacement 3,400 - 250 2024
47 - - 0300762-15-02 Oberon Yes 104 Well & control building improvements 650 - - 2024

154 - 39 0300762-23-01 Oberon Yes 104 Lead service line inventory & replacement 104 - 104 2023 30
322 - - 0200763-09-01 Oriska No 128 Reservoir & pump house improvements 650 - - 2024
392 - 113 0200763-23-01 Oriska No 128 Lead service line inventory & replacement 310 - 310 2023
280 - 133 5000773-22-01 Park River Yes 1,427 Lead service line inventory 125 - 125 -
55 - - 3100775-21-01 Parshall Yes 903 Wild Horse Addition water main looping 750 - - 2023
56 - - 3100775-22-01 Parshall Yes 903 Water supply line improvements 9,000 - - 2023
83 - 118 3100775-22-02 Parshall Yes 903 Lead service line inventory 94 - 94 2023

141 - 33 2900789-23-01 Pick City Yes 89 Lead service line inventory & replacement 89 - 89 2023 30
340 - - 3100798-16-02 Plaza Yes 171 Hydrant upgrades 530 - - 2023
389 - 144 3100798-22-01 Plaza Yes 171 Lead service line inventory 63 - 63 -
399 - - 0700800-19-01 Portal No 150 Water main looping 150 - - 2023
400 - - 0700800-19-02 Portal No 150 Hydrant & gate valve replacement 100 - - 2023

84 - - 4900803-08-01 Portland No 606 Water tower replacement & distribution system improvements 1,575 - - 2023

378 - 97 4900803-23-01 Portland No 606 Lead service line inventory & replacement 281 - 281 2023
310 - - 0700804-23-01 Powers Lake Yes 385 5 block water main replacement 833 - - 2024
80 - 24 2100816-23-01 Regent Yes 123 Lead service line inventory & replacement 100 - 100 2023 30

223 - 51 0600819-23-01 Rhame Yes 154 Lead service line inventory & replacement 154 - 154 2023 30
66 - - 0600819-23-02 Rhame Yes 154 Citywide water system improvements 5,150 - - 2023

DRAFT
16

NORTH 

Dakota I Environmentol Quality 
Bt> L<>9 t>ndary.-



Priority Ranking
(Supplemental)

Priority Ranking
(Emerging 

Contaminants)

Priority 
Ranking
(Lead)

Tracking No. System Name
Disadvantaged 

Community
Present 

Population
Project Description

Project Cost 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Emerging 

Contaminants 
($1,000)

Project Cost - 
Lead ($1,000)

Construction 
Start Date

Est. Loan 

Term1

298 - - 2800825-20-01 Riverdale Yes 226 Gate valve replacement 1,460 - - 2023
206 - - 2800825-20-02 Riverdale Yes 226 Raw water line replacement 6,000 - - 2023
270 - 65 2800825-23-01 Riverdale Yes 226 Lead service line inventory & replacement 1,500 - 1,500 2023 30
21 - 88 2200827-16-01 Robinson Yes 45 Distribution system improvements 1,000 - 150 2023

179 - 44 2200827-23-01 Robinson Yes 45 Lead service line inventory & replacement 46 - 46 2023 30
249 - - 4800828-22-01 Rock Lake Yes 94 Water tower rehabilitation 500 - - 2024
114 - - 4000833-19-01 Rolette Yes 594 Water meter replacement 200 - - 2023
82 - 26 4000833-23-01 Rolette Yes 594 Lead service line inventory & replacement 611 - 611 2023 30
54 - 22 4000834-20-01 Rolla Yes 1,280 Lead service line inventory & replacement 745 - 745 2024 30
86 - - 3500842-20-01 Rugby Yes 2,876 WTP phase III improvements 1,470 - - 2022

295 - - 3500842-21-03 Rugby Yes 2,876 Raw water line replacement 8,306 - - 2023
372 - 141 3500842-22-01 Rugby Yes 2,876 Lead service line inventory 250 - 250 -
200 - - 4100848-16-01 Rutland Yes 163 Water main replacement 750 - - 2025
343 - - 4100848-22-01 Rutland Yes 163 Water tower replacement 1,200 - - 2024
289 - - 5100849-21-01 Ryder Yes 80 Water tower replacement 1,500 - - 2025
354 - - 0200858-13-01 Sanborn No 194 Distribution system improvements 650 - - 2023
379 - 98 0200858-23-01 Sanborn No 194 Lead service line inventory & replacement 194 - 194 2023
332 - - 5100868-14-01 Sawyer Yes 367 Water main improvements 1,000 - - 2023
296 - 73 5100868-23-01 Sawyer Yes 367 Lead service line inventory & replacement 367 - 367 2023
181 - 46 4300871-23-01 Selfridge Yes 123 Lead service line inventory & replacement 60 - 60 2023 30
383 - - 4600875-23-01 Sharon Yes 123 Water tower rehab 750 - - 2023
375 - - 3800877-15-01 Sherwood No 256 Water main replacement - 3 block 532 - - 2023
376 - - 3800877-22-01 Sherwood No 256 Water main replacement - 12 block 1,392 - - 2023
61 - 112 1400879-15-01 Sheyenne Yes 204 Water main replacement 3,500 - 200 2024

275 - 69 1400879-23-01 Sheyenne Yes 204 Lead service line inventory & replacement 123 - 123 2023
344 - - 0801154-23-01 South Central RWD No - SCWD hawktree tank 2,820 - - 2024
64 - - 0801154-23-02 South Central RWD No - Service to Ashley 10,560 - - 2024

170 - - 4500891-19-01 South Heart Yes 307 Water main replacement 3,400 - - 2024
311 - - 3901068-14-01 Southeast WUD Yes 10,839 Automatic meter readers 2,000 - - 2022
14 6 - 3901068-20-01 Southeast WUD Yes 10,839 West WTP improvements 12,645 12,645 2022 20+

259 - - 3901068-22-01 Southeast WUD Yes 10,839 Distribution system improvements 3,605 - - 2024
159 - - 4000854-22-01 St. John Yes 342 Lead service line inventory 63 - 63 -
28 - - 4000854-22-02 St. John Yes 342 Water tower replacement 1,875 - - 2023

133 - 99 3100898-23-01 Stanley Yes 2,500 Capital improvement plan - Phase 2 6,575 - 25 2024
252 - - 2200913-22-01 Steele Yes 918 SE distribution system improvements 1,700 - - 2023
214 - 49 2200913-23-01 Steele Yes 918 Lead service line inventory & replacement 918 - 918 2023 30
177 - 42 1500921-23-01 Strasburg Yes 379 Lead service line inventory & replacement 230 - 230 2023 30
187 - - 4700922-12-01 Streeter Yes 170 Water main looping 750 - - 2023
71 - - 4700922-13-01 Streeter Yes 170 WTP improvements 500 - - 2023
97 - - 4700922-13-02 Streeter Yes 170 Well redundancy & pump update 800 - - 2023
18 - - 4701303-19-01 Stutsman RWD Yes 6,700 Service to Streeter 776 - - 2023
16 - - 4701303-19-04 Stutsman RWD Yes 6,700 Raw water facilities improvements 4,271 - - 2023

330 - - 5100923-22-01 Surrey Yes 1,358 Hydrant & gate valve replacement 150 - - 2023
331 - - 5100923-22-02 Surrey Yes 1,358 Wenz Addition distribution system upgrades 1,900 - - 2023
388 - 143 5100923-22-03 Surrey Yes 1,358 Lead service line inventory 63 - 63 -
150 - - 5200927-13-01 Sykeston Yes 117 Water main replacement district no. 2022-1 250 - - 2022
109 - 31 5200927-23-01 Sykeston Yes 117 Lead service line inventory & replacement 117 - 117 2023 30
151 - - 5300936-23-01 Tioga Yes 2,500 Water main replacement  2,400 - - 2023
110 - 32 5300936-23-02 Tioga Yes 2,500 Lead service line inventory & replacement 250 - 250 2023 30
404 - - 0900945-09-01 Tower City No 252 Water tower rehabilitation 900 - - 2024
237 - 127 0900945-12-01 Tower City No 252 Distribution system improvements 2,900 - 300 2024
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398 - - 0900945-19-01 Tower City No 252 Refinance of gate valve & service line replacement 600 - - -
393 - 114 0900945-23-01 Tower City No 252 Lead service line inventory & replacement 252 - 252 2023
90 - - 3201072-22-01 Tri-County WD Yes 3,175 Phase 6 expansion 1,800 - - 2023
42 - - 3201072-22-02 Tri-County WD Yes 3,175 Phase 7 expansion 3,286 - - 2023

324 - - 2800949-20-01 Turtle Lake No 575 Water main replacement district no. 2022-1 1,000 - - 2023
360 - 87 2800949-23-01 Turtle Lake No 575 Lead service line inventory & replacement 575 - 575 2023
127 - 10 2200951-23-01 Tuttle Yes 59 Lead service line inventory & replacement 80 - 80 2023 30
95 - - 2800953-22-01 Underwood Yes 850 Water tower replacement 2,000 - - 2023

272 - 67 2800953-23-01 Underwood Yes 850 Lead service line inventory & replacement 850 - 850 2023 30
51 - - 2500956-16-01 Upham Yes 133 Water main & service line replacement 508 - - 2023

126 - - 511074-21-01 Upper Souris WD Yes 85,734 Improvements & expansion phase II 5,000 - - 2024
335 - 116 0200958-22-04 Valley City Yes 6,585 Lead service line replacement 2,000 - 2,000 2023
299 - - 2500964-19-01 Velva Yes 1,256 Water main replacement 640 - - 2023
166 - 17 2500964-22-01 Velva Yes 1,256 Lead service line replacement 2,373 - 2,373 2023 30
273 - - 2300969-12-01 Verona Yes 85 Water main replacement 515 - - 2023
169 - - 2300969-14-01 Verona Yes 85 Pump house replacement 300 - - 2023
314 - - 2300969-19-01 Verona Yes 85 Water meter replacement 100 - - 2023
225 - 52 2300969-23-01 Verona Yes 85 Lead service line inventory & replacement 85 - 85 2023 30
155 - - 3900973-04-01 Wahpeton Yes 8,004 Water main looping 284 - - 2024
19 - - 3900973-16-01 Wahpeton Yes 8,004 WTP process improvements 10,707 - - 2027

111 - - 3900973-18-03 Wahpeton Yes 8,004 15th Ave & 14th St N distribution system improvements 1,114 - - 2024
112 - - 3900973-19-01 Wahpeton Yes 8,004 Well field relocation 6,654 - - 2024
38 - 61 3900973-22-01 Wahpeton Yes 8,004 3rd Ave & 5th St S distribution system improvements 1,480 - 85 2025

156 - - 3900973-22-02 Wahpeton Yes 8,004 Water tower improvements 420 - - 2025
113 - - 3900973-23-01 Wahpeton Yes 8,004 Cul-de-sac improvements 2,001 - - 2025
23 - - 5001075-19-01 Walsh RWD Yes 3,340 NRWD interconnect 3,340 - - 2023

234 - 128 5001075-22-01 Walsh RWD Yes 3,340 Lead service line inventory 200 - 200 -
57 - - 5001075-23-01 Walsh RWD Yes 3,340 NE ND regional water supply project 100,769 - - 2024
7 2 - 5001075-23-02 Walsh RWD Yes 3,340 WTP expansions 10,000 10,000 - 2024

240 - - 2800989-18-01 Washburn Yes 1,313 Raw water intake replacement 1,988 - - 2023
397 - 146 2800989-22-01 Washburn Yes 1,313 Lead service line inventory 125 - 125 -
172 - - 5301686-19-01 WAWSA Yes 69,859 Williston WTP expansion to 35 MGD 44,850 - - 2024
390 - - 5301686-20-01 WAWSA Yes 69,859 Williston WTP acquisition 7,155 - - -
316 - - 5301686-23-01 WAWSA Yes 69,859 NWRWD BDW rural distribution expansion 4,400 - - 2024
317 - - 5301686-23-02 WAWSA Yes 69,859 MCWRD system II improvements 7,700 - - 2024
318 - - 5301686-23-03 WAWSA Yes 69,859 MCWRD system IV improvements 3,300 - - 2024
233 - - 5301686-23-04 WAWSA Yes 69,859 MCWRD transmission system expansion 38,600 - - 2024
319 - - 5301686-23-05 WAWSA Yes 69,859 NWRWD east williston CR9 service area 6,400 - - 2023
195 - - 5301686-23-06 WAWSA Yes 69,859 NWRWD Trenton area rural distribution 8,300 - - 2024
320 - - 5301686-23-07 WAWSA Yes 69,859 R&TWD Battleview McGregor rural distribution 9,350 - - 2024
321 - - 5301686-23-08 WAWSA Yes 69,859 R&TWD Blaisdell Palermo rural distribution 3,900 - - 2024
351 - - 5301686-23-09 WAWSA Yes 69,859 R&TWD Stanley transmission imp. phase II 14,300 - - 2024
339 - - 0900999-22-01 West Fargo Yes 36,406 Water main & appurtenance replacement 15,000 - - 2024
224 - - 5101447-16-01 West River WD Yes 650 Water service line replacement 471 - - 2022
216 - - 0501001-09-01 Westhope Yes 429 Water main & service line replacement - 3 blocks 504 - - 2023
217 - - 0501001-22-01 Westhope Yes 429 Water main & service line replacement - 12 blocks 1,169 - - 2023
359 - - 5301011-20-01 Wildrose Yes 150 Water main & service line replacement - 3 blocks 629 - - 2023
353 - 126 5201012-22-01 Williston No 30,000 1st Ave water main & lead service line replacement 835 - 84 2023
323 - 123 5201012-22-02 Williston No 30,000 5th Ave W phase 1 water main replacement 5,105 - 510 2024
134 - 102 5201012-22-03 Williston Yes 30,000 5th Ave W phase 2 water main replacement 803 - 502 2025
135 - 103 5201012-22-04 Williston Yes 30,000 7th Ave W phase 1 water main replacement 681 - 563 2026
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136 - 104 5201012-22-05 Williston Yes 30,000 7th Ave W phase 2 water main replacement 720 - 585 2027
278 - 140 5201012-22-07 Williston Yes 30,000 Water meter replacement & lead service line inventory 2,500 - 250 2023

162 - 105 0801031-18-01 Wilton Yes 750
Water main replacement (Minnesota Ave, 7th St, Dakota Ave, 

Burleigh Ave, Railway Ave)
4,100 - 160 2023

198 - 115 0801031-22-02 Wilton Yes 750
Bismarck & Dakota Ave water main & lead service line 

replacement, water tower improvements
2,125 - 100 2023

253 - 53 0801031-23-01 Wilton Yes 750 Lead service line inventory & replacement 718 - 718 2023 30
124 - - 0801036-19-01 Wing Yes 152 Water tower replacement 700 - - 2024
131 - 12 0801036-23-01 Wing Yes 152 Lead service line inventory & replacement 152 - 152 2023 30
309 - - 2601037-20-01 Wishek Yes 1,002 Hydrant replacement 350 - - 2023
63 7 - 2601037-20-02 Wishek Yes 1,002 WTP improvements for iron & manganese 1,200 1,200 - 2023

292 - - 3901043-23-01 Wyndmere Yes 454 Distribution improvements phase 2 & 3 10,000 - - 2028
271 - 66 2601055-23-01 Zeeland Yes 82 Lead service line inventory & replacement 130 - 130 2023 30

Total Project Cost: 1,113,886 50,585 74,133
1 Estimated length of the loan term only. The loan term will be set at the time of loan approval.

DRAFT
19

NORTH 

Dakota I Environmental Quality 
Belegendory.w 



System Project Approved Loan

Loan 
Term 

[years]
Interest 

Rate
Loan 

Forgiveness
Cofunded with 

DWR
Agassiz WUD 2019 Transmission and User Expansion 10/16/2019 $996,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Aneta Emergency Watermain Replacement 10/16/2020 $400,000 30 2% $0 No
All Seasons WUD Rolla Area Improvements 5/28/2021 $371,000 20 2% $0 No
Beach Water Main and Service Line Replacement 10/22/2020 $431,000 30 2% $1,144,000 No
Bismarck Water Main and Lead Service Line Replacement 4/30/2020 $5,618,000 15 2% $1,382,000 No
Carrington Refinance of Water Main Replacement 3/9/2020 $4,975,000 30 2% $0 No
Cavalier Water Tower Replacement, GSR & Pump Station Replacement 7/17/2019 $4,845,000 30 2% $1,451,201 Yes
Center Water Main Replacement 7/22/2020 $102,000 20 2% $0 No
Cooperstown Water Main Replacement 2/9/2021 $800,000 30 2% $0 No
Dakota RWD User Expansion 10/22/2019 $2,176,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Davenport Water Storage, Pumping 3/23/2021 $527,000 20 2% $0 Yes
Dunn Center Water Main Replacement 5/29/2020 $2,448,000 30 2% $0 No
Enderlin Water Main Replacement 8/22/2019 $1,200,000 20 2% $0 No
Flaxton Lead Service Line Inventory & Replacement 5/28/2021 $893,700 20 2% $99,300 No
Jamestown 2019 Water Main Improvements 3/24/2020 $2,123,000 20 2% $0 No
Jamestown Water Line Replacement (State Hospital) 12/15/2020 $1,344,000 20 2% $0 No
Lakota Transmission Line Replacement 1/20/2021 $885,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Mandan Raw Water Intake Improvements 12/15/2020 $7,255,000 20 2% $0 Yes
Mapleton Ground Storage Tank 3/24/2020 $1,400,000 30 2% $0 Yes
McLean-Sheridan RWD 2019 Distribution System Improvements, Phase I & II 10/22/2019 $4,660,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Missouri West WS Hwy 25 and 1806 Pipeline Improvements 4/23/2020 $750,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Mohall Water Main Replacement 3/18/2020 $391,000 20 2% $0 No
North Prairie RWD Mountrail Phase II & III Transmission Line 1/27/2021 $3,825,000 30 2% $0 Yes
North Prairie RWD Service to Benedict 9/15/2020 $113,250 20 2% $339,750 Yes
North Prairie RWD Logan to Velva US Hwy 52 Distribution Improvements 4/27/2021 $1,151,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Riverdale Water Tower and Water Main Replacement 7/17/2019 $1,961,000 20 2% $0 No
Stanley Refinance of Water System Improvements 1/20/2021 $400,000 20 2% $0 No
Stutsman RWD Phase 7 Water Supply Project 10/22/2019 $1,000,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Stutsman RWD Refinance of Phase 3 Water Supply Project 5/29/2020 $3,027,000 30 2% $0 No
Sykeston Water Tower Replacement 7/22/2020 $411,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Tri-County Petersburg Phase 5 Water Supply Project 1/21/2020 $1,610,000 20 2% $0 Yes
Valley City 5th Ave NW Street Reconstruction 4/23/2020 $300,000 20 2% $0 No
Valley City 7th Ave W, 4th St NW, & 2nd Ave NE Street Reconstruction 5/28/2021 $180,000 20 2% $0 No
Wahpeton Master Lift Station, Streets, & Utilities Improvements 3/24/2020 $1,197,000 25 2% $0 No
WAWSA Phase VI Projects 5/29/2020 $16,500,000 30 2% $0 Yes

Projects Funded During the 2019-2021 Biennium
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Projects Funded During the 2019-2021 Biennium
Wyndmere 2018 Storm Sewer & Street Improvements 4/30/2020 $1,196,000 20 2% $0 No

Total Loan and Loan Forgiveness $81,878,201

Total Projects 36

Total Projects Cofunded with DWR 16
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Agassiz WUD User and Transmission Expanson Phase II (Part I) 1/17/2023 $1,530,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Barnes RWD Reservoir Storage Capacity Improvements 10/28/2021 $806,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Bismarck Water Main & Lead Service Line Replacement 4/29/2022 $1,500,000 15 2% $644,000 Yes
Bowbells Water Main Replacement 4/25/2022 $218,000 20 2% $0 Yes
Cass RW 2022 System Wide Distribution Improvements 4/29/2022 $2,500,000 20 2% $0 Yes
Coleharbor Pump House & Reservoir Improvements 7/20/2021 $880,000 30 2% $480,000 No
Dakota RWD WTP Expansion 10/13/2022 $250,000 30 2% $750,000 Yes
Dickinson Water Main Replacement (1st Ave SW & 1st Ave SE) 8/26/2022 $2,400,000 20 2% $400,000 No
East Central RWD Phase 4 System Expansion 7/27/2021 $1,372,000 30 2% $0 Yes
East Central RWD Service to Grandin, Hatton, and 16-in Expansion; WTP Improvements 4/29/2022 $1,283,250 30 2% $3,849,750 Yes
Forman Refinance of WTP Improvements 6/22/2022 $871,000 19 2% $0 No
Glen Ullin Water Main Replacement & Looping 10/13/2022 $498,400 30 2% $1,401,600 No
Grand Forks Lead Service Line Replacement 6/22/2022 $37,500 5 2% $337,500 No
Grand Forks Waterline Expansion 6/30/2022 $1,778,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Hankinson Water Main Extension 10/28/2021 $42,000 10 2% $0 No
Horace Distribution System Improvements & Connection to Cass RWD 7/27/2021 $2,740,000 20 2% $0 Yes
Jamestown 2020 Water Main Improvements 7/27/2021 $1,808,000 20 2% $0 No
Jamestown 2021 Water Main Improvements 8/24/2021 $1,991,000 20 2% $0 No
Lincoln Water Reservoir 12/13/2022 $1,858,000 30 2% $0 Yes
McLean-Sheridan RWD McClusky Water Tower 3/24/2022 $1,015,000 30 2% $0 Yes
New Salem Refinance of Water Main Replacement 7/27/2021 $1,042,000 30 2% $0 No
Riverdale Gate Valve & Raw Water Line Replacement 10/13/2022 $600,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Stanley Water Main Improvements 9/29/2021 $2,253,000 30 2% $0 No
Tri-County RWD Refinance of User Expansion Project 8/18/2022 $1,090,000 19 2% $0 No
Upper Souris WUD 2022 Improvement/Expansion Project 4/29/2022 $1,274,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Wahpeton Loy Ave & 12th St N Reconstruction & Utility Replacement 8/24/2021 $1,103,000 25 2% $0 No
Wilton Water Main Improvements 6/30/2022 $1,688,000 30 2% $0 Yes
Wing Water System Improvements 1/21/2022 $584,250 30 2% $1,752,750 No

Total Loan and Loan Forgiveness $44,628,000

Total Projects 28

Total Projects Cofunded with DWR 15

Projects Funded During the 2021-2023 Biennium

22



$0

$10,000,000

$20,000,000

$30,000,000

$40,000,000

$50,000,000

$60,000,000

$70,000,000

$80,000,000

$90,000,000

Funds Disbursed Per Year

23

•• 1 



12
10

18

22

26
24

33

30

38

33

48

53

48
50

39

30

42

39

47
45

48

60

63

55

64

Number of Active DWSRF Loans

24



Page 1 of 2 

Testimony of Duane DeKrey, General Manager 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 

SB2020 DWR/SWC Funding 
House Appropriations Committee – Education & Environment Division 

Bismarck, North Dakota – March 14, 2023 
 

Representative Nathe and members of the House Education and Environment 

Division, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 2020, the ND 

Department of Water Resources budget.  I am Duane DeKrey, General Manager for the 

Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (Garrison Diversion).   

Because we recognize the value irrigation development brings to North Dakota 

through increased land values, decreased risk, an increase in crop production, and a 

positive economic impact, irrigation development is a high priority for Garrison 

Diversion.  

The McClusky Canal was constructed as part of the Garrison Diversion Unit 

authorized in 1965 and was designed to irrigate up to 250,000 acres. The original 

project scope was revised through the Garrison Diversion Reformulation Act of 1986 

and the Dakota Water Resources Act of 2000, and, as a result, irrigation acres were 

decreased. Currently, 23,700 acres of irrigation are authorized along the McClusky 

Canal through the Dakota Water Resources Act. 

In an effort to utilize the authorized acres along the McClusky Canal, Garrison 

Diversion has been working with producers since 2010 to expand irrigation development 

through the McClusky Canal Irrigation Project, successfully utilizing Missouri River water 

from the McClusky Canal. Multiple projects have been completed, and to date, there are 

#24872
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approximately 8,000 developed irrigated acres in the McClusky Canal Irrigation Project, 

with an additional 6,500 acres in the planning phases of development. 

Garrison Diversion provides upfront investment for projects which determines 

irrigable soils, facility design and the bidding process. These projects are eligible for the 

Department of Water Resources 50 percent cost share on the Central Supply Works, 

which includes the pump station, power and main transmission lines. The irrigator is 

then responsible for the other 50 percent of the Central Supply Works and 100 percent 

of the on-farm items such as pivots, power for pivots and distribution lines to pivots. In 

total, the cost share actually represents approximately 30 percent of total on- and off-

farm project costs for the irrigator. The bottom line is, irrigation is expensive and 

Garrison Diversion supports increasing irrigation funding to support a true 50 percent 

cost share for the irrigator. 

Funding from the Department of Water Resources is essential to further irrigation 

development.  Without it, these irrigation projects are not feasible, as irrigator costs 

would be too high to be considered profitable. A study completed by North Dakota 

State University in 2014 determined that for every $1 invested in irrigation by the state, 

$7 is returned. 

Irrigation benefits to North Dakota are widespread, and the State’s investment is 

important in realizing the irrigation potential of the McClusky Canal.  Please help us 

keep future irrigation projects affordable by providing irrigation funding in the 

Department of Water Resources budget.   

Thank you for allowing my testimony to be heard today. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 2020 
LISTING OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO BILL 

Department - Water Resources 

Proposed funding items: 

Description 
Rural Water Systems Association - Various projects 

2 Lower Heart River Water Resource District 

3 Bismarck - Water treatment plant, Hay Creek lift station, Hay Creek interceptor, and 
treatment equalization basin 

4 Valley City flood protection 

5 Souris (Mouse) River plan 

6 Red River Retention Authority - Pilot watershed planning program 

7 Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) 

8 Red River Valley Water Supply Project 

9 Southwest Water Authority - Southwest water treatment plant expansion, West Zone 
transmission facility improvements, strategic hydraulic improvements, and 
supplementary intake pump station 

10 Wester Area Water Supply (WAWS) 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Total proposed funding changes 

Other proposed changes: 

FTE 
General 

Fund 

$0 

Garrison Diversion Conservancy District - Requested a true 50 percent cost share for McClusky Canal irrigators 

( 
Prepared by the Legislative Council staff 
for Senate Appropraitions - EE 

January 23, 2023 

Special 
Funds 

$91,000,000 

$12,300,000 

$108,000,000 

$13,200,000 

$100,000,000 

$12,000,000 

$61,000,000 

$255,000,000 

$131 ,600,000 

$46,008,750 

$324,500,000 

Total 

$91,000,000 

$12,300,000 

$108,000,000 

$13,200,000 

$100,000,000 

$12,000,000 

$61,000,000 

$255,000,000 

$131,600,000 

$46,008,750 

$0 

$0 

$0 

$0 

$0 

$324,500,000 

2 Individuals requested funding for landowners and townships negatively affected by the Red River Valley Water Supply Project. 
3 

4 
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Infrastructure Programs Administered by BND 
Senate Bill 2330 



Legislatively Directed Loan Programs 

School Construction Assista nee 

Infrastructure Revolving Fund* 

Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund*** 

Medical Facility Infrastructure 

Rebuilders Permanent Loan Fund * * 

Flex PACE 

Value Added Loan Guarantees 

Innovation Loan Fund 

COVID-19 PACE Recovery 

Beginning Farmer 

Clean Sustainable Energy Authority 

PACE 

Flex-Affordable Housing 

Medical PACE 

Trust Lands 

Health Information Technology 

Western Area Water 

AgPACE 

Biofuels PACE 

Long Term Ca re $3.3 

State Water - Resources Trust Fund I $0.6 

Addiction Counselor Internship I $0.2 

# of Programs 19 

$64.0 

$50.5 

20 20 

$182.6 

19 

) 

$310.2 

23 22 24 

► BND currently administers $867 
million in net assets for 
legislatively directed loan 
programs. These programs serve 
a wide range of purposes, 
including school construction, 
water projects , general and 
medical infrastructure, and 
disaster recovery. 

► *Infrastructure Revolving Fund 
includes $52 million to be 
transferred from BND's capital. 

► HB 1187 created The 
Rebuilders Permanent Loan Fund 
(RPLF) during the 67th Legislative 
Session . This permanent 
revolving loan fund was 
established by transferring $50 
million in loans and cash from the 
Small Employer Loan Fund 
(SELF) created by BND during 
the Covid 19 pandemic to the 
RPLF. 

► ***The Water Infrastructure 
Revolving Loan Fund was created 
by HB 1431. The Fund combined 
previously reported Community 
Water and State Water -
Revolving Loan Fund. 

BN□-
Bank of North Dakota 
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2021 Legislative Session-HB1425 -Legacy Fund In-State Investments 

HB1425-ln State Investments 

20% of Legacy Fund Principal Directed To In-State 
Investment 

10% of the 20% is Directed to Fixed Income 

• 60% to BND Match Program 

• 40% to Legacy Infrastructure Loan Fund 

10% of the 20% to Equity Investments 

• 3% of 10% to Equity/ V.C. / Alternative 

• Gives Preference to In-State Investment Firms 

Exempts Legacy Fund from Prudent Investor Rule 

Adds "Direct Benefit" to the State to the Mission 
Statement of the Legacy Fund. 

Current Implementation 

Legacy Fund Principal Balance $8,158,071,509 

20% of Principal $1,631,614,302 

Fixed Income 

10% of 20% to Fixed Investment $815,807,151 

BND Match Program $489,484,291 

Legacy Infrastructure Loan Fund $326J322,860 

Equity Investments 

10% of 20% to Equ ity Investment $815,807,151 

3% to Venture $244,742,145 

Pref to In-State $571,065,006 

BN□-
Bank of North Dakota 



5B2330-Changes To Legacy Fund Fixed Income Language 

3. The board shall determine the asset allocation for the investment of the principal of the S82330 removes the Legacy Infrastructure Loan Fund 

legacy fund including: eliminat ing the ability to transfer loans into the Legacy Fund to 

a. A target allocation of teflsix percent to fixed income investments within the state. create additional capit al for the infrastructure and water 
e-f..wl:Hsl:¥. infrastructure revolving loan funds. 

f-B Up to forty percent must be targeted for infrastructure loans to political 

st10Elivisi0AS-t1flEleF-5eet➔en-6-09 4 9 .1 . Thc-Aet-retum-to-t-i=le-legaey-fwnel

under this paragraph must be fixed at a target rate of one and one-J,a!t

~ 

R-} l:Jp-le-5txly-J3er-€ent, with a minimum of four hundred million dollars,-mwsH3e-

designated to the Bank of North Dakota's certificate of deposit match 

program with an interest rate fixed at the equivalent yield of United States 

treasury bonds having the same term, up to a maximum term of twenty 

years~ and 

~ Af+y- with any remaining amounts mtlSt-be designated for other qualified 

fixed income investments within the state. 

) , 

S82330 does maintain access to 6% of Legacy Fund For Match 
Program. 

21-10-12. Legacy fund definitions. 

For the purposes of section 26 of article X of the Constitution of North Dakota: 

1. "Earnings" means net-ift€orne in accordance ·.uilh generally accepted accounting 

pFiRelpl~"6h:1eliR§-any-l:!Area~As-eF-lessesan amount equal to seven percent 

of the five-year average value of the legacy fund assets as reported by the state 

investment board using the value of the assets at the end of each fiscal year for the 

five-year period ending with the most recently completed even-numbered fiscal year. 

2. "Principal" means all moneys in the legacy fund not included in earnings as defined 

under subsection 1. 

SECTION 3. REPEAL. Section 6-09-49.1 of the North Dakota Century Code is repealed. 

BND 
Bank of North Dakota 

) 
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Match Program Purpose 

• MATCH serves as the primary loan 
program to support large-scale economic 
diversification projects with investment 
rated companies. 

• State Investment Board utilizes the 
"Legacy Fund" to purchase CDs at BND to 
provide funding for the loan. 

• Goal is to provide bond type interest rates 
without going to the market. 

• May be a fixed rate up to 20-years with a 
like term US Treasury+ .25 basis points to 
BND and up to +.25 basis points for the 
Lead Financial Institution for servicing the 
loan. 

( 

BN□-
Bank of North Dakota 
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• HB1425 provided BND access to a minimum of $400m or 
60% of the fixed income investment amount for the Match 
Program. 

• BND provided a $150m Match loan to the ND Transmission 
Authority to assist in financing the High Voltage Line 
purchase as part of the Coal Creek Transaction with Rainbow 
Energy. 

TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDS AS OF 12/31/22 

CU BRltNT 13ALANCIE 

CURRENT PENDING 

483,000,000 

187,916,666 

280,000,000 

REMAINING FUNDS 15,083,334 

BND 5:f:' 
Ban k of North D a kota 

) ) 
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Essential Infrastructure Definitions - 2021 Session 
Revised Definitions of Essential Infrastructure 

• Eligib le infrastructure projects underthis subsection are capital projects t o construct 
new infrastructure or to replace infrast ructure and which provide the fixed 
installations necessary for the function of a politica l subdivision. Capital construction 
projects exclude routine maintenance and repair projects, but include: 

• a. Water treatment plants;_ 

• b. Wastewater treatme_nt plant~;• 

• 'c. Sewer lines and waterlines, in~luding_ lift stations anq pumping sta! ions; 

• Wa~er storage syst ems, including darnsi water tanks, and water towers; 

• e. Storr:n water infrast ructure, inc!udin_g curp and gutter constru_ct ion; 

rt( '"' I 1 r <:t uCl I I ti I. dtn p 1/1:! unp.we udu and bridges; 

• g. Airport infrast ructure; 

• h. Electricity transmission infrastructure; 

• i. Natural gas transmission infrastructure; 

• j. Communications infrastructure; 

• k. Emergency services facilities, excluding hospitals; 

• I. Essential political subdivision building and infrastructure; and 

• Hoort cQ1 IH1I. ( mwwv m.• J mt 1·h; nu, .11 wD ,.r u111•1~ w·11t ,1111 11 v .1111J 1.,e1 j",,1 
w.Jtt r inllll .. ifiOWnt 

I 
ND Department of Transportation will create program 

cy and guidelines and approve projects for 
nsportation infrastructure 

Essential buildings and infrastructure such as fire 
.----- stations, municipal court facilities not including 

recreational facilities 

ND Department of Water Resources will create 
program policy and guidelines and approve project for 
water related infrastructure 

BN□-
Ba n k of Nort h Dakota 



Legacy Infrastructure Loan Fund - HB1425 

Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 

"Hofstead Fund" 

SWC IRLF 

$26,000,000 

Community Development WLF 

$35,00Q,00O 

Liquid ity Available from Legacy 

Loan Fund 

2 % Interest Rat e fo r loans. 

Loan Term determined by SWC or 
useful life of asset. 

Maxim um Loa n determined by SWC. 

HB 1431 

Water Infrastructure 

Revolving Loan Fund 

SWC Reviews & Makes 
Decision 

BND Approves, Distributes 
and Administrates Loan 

Repayment t o Water IRLF 

Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 

BND IRLF 

$225,000,000 

Liquidity Available from Legacy 

Loan Fund 

• 2 % Interest Rate for loans. 

30-Yea r Loan or useful life of asset . 

Maximum Outstanding Loan $40m . 

BND, PFA, DOT, DEQ Review 

& Make Decision 

BND Approves, Distributes 

and Adm inistrates Loan 

Repayment to BND IRLF 

SB 2330 Repeals the Legacy Loan Fund 

Legacy Loan Fund 

$300,000,000 

Wil l increase with growt l1 of 

Legacy Fund 

Legacy Loan Fund-HB1425 

Same definitions of essential 

infrastructure as existing 

programs 

When Liqu idity is needed in 

I RLF, Loans are sold to SIB 

Principal and Interest 

Returned to Legacy Fund 

KEY: loans for the legacy Loan Fund w ill be administered via the existing process for infrastructure projects. SIB is not set up nor has the 
expertise to review and approve loans to political subdivisions. BN□-
When funding in the existing revolving loa n fund is maximized, loans w ill be sold to the Legacy Loan Fund to create liquidity. Bank of North Dakota 

) ) ) 
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Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund-Legacy Fund 

Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 

Cash Balance 24,417,967.99 · 

. Bond Proceeds Remaining 59,396,252.25 

BND Capital Remaining 52,000,000.00 

Available Funds 135,814,220.24 

In Construction Commitments 30,820,197.83 

Approved Commitments 13,893,026.00 

Pending Applications 42,328,910.31 

Current Available 48,772,086.10 

2023 - 2025 Repayments 

Available for New Loans 2023-2025 

Bond Proceeds Returned to DOT HB 1012 

WAWSA Refinance SB 2196 

After Pending Legislation 

19,999,366.72 

68,771,452.82 

35,000,000.00 

42,723,429.00 

(8,951,976.18} I 

Cash Balance 27,137,971.57 

In Construction Commitments 14,902,038.65 

Pending Applications 1,700,000.00 

Current Available 10,535,932.92 

IRLF Loan Originations 

Number of Loans Original Loan Amount 
2016 8 $28,269,550.00 
2017 22 $45,913,930.00 
2018 6 $29,726,896.00 
2019 7 $12,103,000.00 
2020 7 $12,112,889.00 
2021 15 $43,950,931.00 
2022 11 $19,414,800.00 

YTD 2023 5 $6,347,510.00 



) 

Water and Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 

Po,pulation 

Under 1,000 
1,001 to 5,000 
5,001 to 10,000 
10,001 to 25,000 
Over 25,000 

Population 
Under 1,000 
1,001 to 5,000 
5,001 to 10,000 
10,001 to 25,000 
Over25,000 

By Population of Borrower 

Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 
Approved Amount Outstanding Balance Number of Loans 

$36,076,400.00 $29,350,171.31 25 
$48,821,800.00 $22,230,810.57 24 

$7,079,931.00 $4,900,750.84 9 
$17,210,865.00 $12,635,510.09 7 
$81,420,000.00 $44,784,839.98 10 

$190,608,996.00 $113,902,082.79 75 

Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 
Approved Amount Outstanding Balance Number of Loans 

$8,231,600.00 $4,057,539.11 19 
$18,566,985.00 $13,860,442.52 27 
$12,054,114.00 $8,479,009.04 6 

$0.00 $0.00 
$28,215,000.00 $9,942,i60.38 2 

$67,067,699.00 $36,339,751.05 54 

) 

% of Approved 
18.93% 
25.61% 
3.71% 
9.03% 

42.72% 

% of Approved 
12.27% 
27.68% 
17.97% 
0.00% 

42.07°/o 

Bank of North Dakota 
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Water and Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 
By Term For Borrower 

Infrastructure Revolving Loan Funcl 
Term Approved Amount Outstanding Balance , Number of Loans % of Approved 
5 Years $1,775,000.00 $459,345.70 , 2 · 0.93% 
10 Years $5,704,381.00 $1,406,068.75 8 2.99% 
15 Years $19,118,731.00 $8,773,239.82 14 10.03% 
20 Years $76,476,714.00 $39,952,730.32 23 40.12% 
25 Years ·$35,332,120.00 $28,105,935.30 7 18.54% 
30 Years $52,202,050.00 $35,204,762.90 21 27.39% 

$190,608,996.00 $113,902,082.79 75 · 

Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 
Term Approved Amount Outstanding Balance Number of Loans 
10 Years $350,000.00 $315,600.27 1 
20 Years $14,132,385.00 $9,889,368.27 8 
25 Years $600,000.00 $410,431.94 1 
30 Years $18,704,814.00 $12,627,177.91 16 
40 Years $33,280,500.00 $13,097,172.6-6 28 

$67,067,699.00 $36,339,751.05 54 

% of Approved 
0.52% 

21.07% 
0.89% 

27.89% 
49.62% 

( 

BN□-
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Leg islative-Di rected Prog ram Recipients 

Legend ':' Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 

• Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund 

,; School Construction Assistance Revolving Loan Fund 

) 

t Innovation Loan Fund 

~ Health Information Technology Fund 

+ Medical Infrastructure Loan Fund 

) 

AS OF SEPTEMBER 2022 

BND:: 
Bank of North Dakota 

) 
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BN D Infrastructure Loan Project Cost Comparison 

Market Rate Loan (4.50%) 

BND Infrastructure Revolving Loan 

Market Rate Loan (4.50%) 

BND Infrastructure Revolving Loan 

Market Rate Loan (4.50%) 

BN D Infrastructure Revolving Loan 

30-Year Term Total Paid 

$9,010,000 

$6,630,000 

30-Year Term Total Paid 

$27,030,000 

$19,900,000 

30-Year Term Total Paid 

$72,080,000 

$53,050,000 

Interest Paid 

$4,010,000 

$1,630,000 

Interest Paid 

$12,030,000 

$4,895,000 

Interest Paid 

$32,080,000 

$13,055,000 

( 

BN□-
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The Vision. One Application. 
FIND-Funding for Infrastructure in North Dakota 

Loca l Polit ica l 
Subdivision 

One 
Application 
Comes To 

Central Hub 

Applications Reviewed & Coordinated 

) 

NOR T H 

Dakota Be Legendary.™ 
BND External TcslrJ 

Ev Funding Opportunity Details 
Ol!n(Te-..tN R~--- Sc,, V~ 

ftl Copy EmUng Appl;c:.olxln 

Dashboard 

C't-1 Funding Opportumtu;s > 

Applications 

Grants 

My Profile 

19214 - 2022 Infrastructure Request 
Funding Opportunity Details 

Funding for Infrastructure in ND - FIND 

Final Appl ication Deadline: Dec 31 , 2022 3:00 PM 

SliltuS: P051ed 

Posted Dote: Nov 12 2021 1 51 PM 

Award Amount Nol App,1cabte 

Ranoe: 

Project Oates: 

Award 

A11nouncement 
Odle: 

Description 

Program 

Ofhcer: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Apply online at: 
grants. nd .gov 

) 

Kylee Merkal 

(701) 328-5713 x 

BN□-
Bank of Nort h Dakot a 
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Questions? 
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1 

Operating Expenses $43,366,550 

Capital Assets $98,467,437 

Water Supply Projects $125,000,000 

Rural Water Supply $59,600,000 

Flood Control Projects $48,000,000 

General Water Projects $14,227,275 

Discretionary Projects 

TOTAL $409,199,129 

~ I Full Time Equivalents (FTE) 90 

2 

$16,11 2,518 

$73,928,907 

$145,000,000 

($24,600,000) 

$67,000,000 

$6,000 

$5,000,000 

$285,719,436 

3 

$59,479,068 

$172,396,344 

$270,000,000 

$35,000,000 

$11 5,000,000 

$14,233,275 

$5,000,000 

$694,918,565 

93 

1/18/23 

.:# I 
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SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY 
2023-25 SALARIES AND WAGES 

2021-23 Salaries & Wages Base 

Cost to continue adjust ment 

Salary and health insurance increase 

3 FTE (Regulatory Division, Water Appropriat ion & PRESENS System Support) 

1 Full Time Temp - NAWS 

4 temporary employees to install PRESENS systems 

Full Time Temp (Benefits) 

2023-25 Salaries & Wages Executive Recommendation 

Full Time Equivalents (FTE) 90 

$20,537,867 

148,098 

1,795,562 

751,742 

170,000 

345,000 

61 ,609 

93 

ADDRESSING SALARY CHALLENGES FOR 
OUR TEAM MEMBERS 

$645K DWR SUPPORTS 
SENATE BILL 2015 

1/ 18/23 

Recommended To Address 
Internal Equity & External 
Market Factors That Affect 

Existing Team Members. This 
Would Assist With Reducing 
Turn -over & Would Support 

Example: 
Hydrologist Positions Are 
Well Below Private Sector. ..L HYDROLOGIST 

POSITIONS Competitive Pay & 
Compression Adjustments. 

22% 

2 
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SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY 
2023-25 OPERATING EXPENSES 

2021-23 Operating Expenses Base 

Shifted Funding From Capital Assets Primarily For Engineering Fees & Utilities 

IT Standardization, Applications, & Security ($1,S32,980 one-time) 

PRESENS Installations 

Professional Development 

Groundwater Modeling/ Analysis Software ($72,665 one-time) 

Computers for 3 New FTE ($19,320 one-time) & Travel Expense Increase ($2,000) 

AEM Survey Technology (All one-time) 

Motor Pool Rate Increase (All one-time) 

Drilling Supply Cost Increases (All one-time) 

Navigability Study (All one-time) 

RiskMAP - *Federal Funding Spending Authority 

$43,366,550 

7,744,789 

5,615,764 

1,227,800 

80,000 

94,665 

21,320 

750,000 

118,180 

180,000 

180,000 

100,000 

I 2023-25 Operating Expenses Executive Recommendation [ $59,479,068 

5 

6 

SOUTHWEST PIPELI NE 
PROJECT 

Engineering Fees - Operating Expenses 

Construct ion Costs - Capital Assets 

Engineering Fees - Operating Expenses 

Construction Costs - Capital Assets 

NORTHWEST AREA WATER 
SUPPLY PROJECT 

STATE OWNED WATER PROJECTS $167.6M 

1/18/23 

3 
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SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY 
2023-25 CAPITAL ASSETS 

2021-23 Capital Assets Base 

Shifted Funding From Capital Assets Primarily For Engineering Fees & Utilities 

State Owned Water Project Funding (All one-time) 

Bowman Radar Replacement (All one-time) 

New Drilling Rig (All one-time) 

Office Modification (Al l one-time) 

2023-25 Capital Assets Executive Recommendation 

DWR 
BUDGET: 

OPTIONAL 
REQUESTS 
SUMMARY 

l/) 

f-
l/) 
w 
:::> 
a 
w 
a:: 
....J 
<( 

z 
0 
f-
0.. 

0 

3 FTE 

1 Full Time Temp - NAWS 

Motor Pool Rate Increase 

IT Standardization, Applications, & Security 

PRESENS Installations & Temp Salaries 

Drilling Supply Cost Increases 

Navigability Study 

AEM Survey Technology 

Groundwater Modeling/Analysis Software 

Professional Development 

Full Time Temp (Benefits) 

Bowman Radar Replacement 

New Drilling Rig 

Office Modifications 

RiskMAP - *Federal Funding Spending Authority 

z 
0 
f-
<( 
0 
z 
w 
~ 
~ 
0 
u 
w 
a:: 
w 
> 
f-
:::> 
u 
w 
X 
w 

$98,467,437 

(7,740,789) 

77,869,696 

1,800,000 

1,800,000 

$773,062 

$170,000 

$118,180 

$5,615,764 

$1 ,572,800 

$180,000 

$180,000 

$750,000 

$94,665 

$80,000 

$61,609 

$1,800,000 

$1,800,000 

$200,000 

$700,000* 

1/18/23 
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REQUEST FOR 
3 FTE 

TEMPORARY WATER PERM IT APPLICATIONS (ANNUAL) 

1200~-- ---- ---- -----~ 

1000 

2023-2025 REQUEST: 
$773,062 

800 

600 

400 

200 

0
200s 

2.Sx Increase 

2022 

150 _ ..__A_cc_u_mu_la_ted_Un_re_slo_ve_d _ __. ------
100 

so 

O 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 202020212022 

To Consolidate & Standardize IT Services Under One Umbrella 
Through NDIT: 

• File Services 

• Computational Infrastructure For Scientific Applications 

• Big Data Development/Production For Various Data Types 

• Big Data Administrative Costs 

• Costs Associated With Additional FTE For NDIT 

• Business Analysis 

• Project Management 

• Project Oversight 

2023-2025 Request: 
$5,615,764 

1/18/23 
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2023-2025 PURPOSE FUNDING 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Mouse River: $76.1 M 
Valley City: $13.2M 
Mandan: Sl l.6M 
Other: $14.lM 

WAWS: S46M 
RRVWSP: S170M 

Other: SS4M 

a 
No rthwest Area Waler Supply (NAWS) I Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) I Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP} I Western Area Water Supply (WAWS} 

11 
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SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY 
OTHER SECTIONS IN SB 2020 

The following sections were included in the executive recommended version 
of SB 2020: 

• A section appropriating any additional amounts in the resources trust fund 
to the DWR. 

• A section authorizing 2021-23 biennium appropriations for water projects 
to be carried over into the 2023-25 biennium. 

• A section appropriating $30 million from the Water Project Stabilization 
Fund to the DWR for the purpose of repayment of loans issued by BND to 
WAWS. 

• A section identifying the allowable uses of discretionary funding. 

• A section authorizing line item transfers. 

1/18/23 
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SB 2020: DWR BUDGET SUMMARY 
EMERGENCY CLAUSE 

HB 1020 from the 2021 legislative session included an emergency clause, 
which allowed project sponsors to bring forward projects for the State Water 
Commission to approve. 
■ This allowed projects the possibility of beginning construction in the early 

part of the 2021-23 biennium. 

■ Had the emergency clause not been included, construction could not have 
occurred until the spring of calendar year 2022. 

1/18/23 

7 
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Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 
Senate Bill No. 2020 
Base Level Funding Changes 

Executive Budget Recommendation Senate Version 

FTE General Other FTE General Other 
Positions Fund Funds Total Positions Fund Funds Total 

2023-25 Biennium Base Level 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 

2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes 

Base payroll changes $148,098 $148,098 $0 
Salary increase 1,404,288 1,404,288 0 
Health insurance increase 449,618 449,618 0 
Adds FTE positions 3.00 703,398 703,398 0 
Adds funding for travel costs for new FTE 2,000 2,000 0 

positions 
Adds a temporary employee for the Northwest 170,000 170,000 0 

Area Water Supply Project 
Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at the 61,609 61 ,609 0 

same level as an FTE position 
Adds funding for staff training and professional 80,000 80 ,000 0 

development 
Adds funding for IT unification 4,082,784 4,082,784 0 
Adds funding for PRESENS installations 1,572,800 1,572,800 0 
Adds funding for maintenance of ground water 22,000 22,000 0 

modeling and related hydrologic analysis 
software 

Adds funding from federal funds for RiskMAP 100,000 100,000 0 
Adjusts fund ing among line items, including an 0 0 

increase of $5.9 million in professional fees 
and services, a $1.8 million increase in other 
operating expenses, and a $7.7 million 
decrease in capital assets 

Adjusts funding for the Northwest Area Water 0 0 
Supply (NAWS), including a $5.16 million 
reduction in federal funds and a corresponding 
increase in other funds 

Transfers $24.6 million from the rural water supply 0 0 
grants line item to the water supply grants line 
item 

Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 $0 $8,796,595 $8,796,595 0.00 $0 $0 $0 

One-Time Funding Items 
Adds one-time funding for new FTE positions $19,320 $19,320 $0 

equipment 
Adds one-time funding for IT unification 1,532,980 1,532,980 0 
Adds one-time funding for increased motor pool 118,180 118,180 0 

rates 
Adds one-time funding for drilling supplies 180,000 180,000 0 
Adds one-time funding for a navigability study 180,000 180,000 0 



Adds one-time funding for airborne 750,000 750,000 
electromagnetic survey (AEM) data collection 

Adds one-time funding for ground water modeling 72,665 72,665 
and related hydrologic analysis software 

Adds one-time funding for the potential relocation 200,000 200,000 
of the agency 

Adds one-time funding for the Bowman radar 1,800,000 1,800,000 
system 

Adds one-time funding to replace the drilling rig 1,800,000 1,800,000 
Adds one-time funding for flood control projects 67,000,000 67,000,000 
Adds one-time funding for water supply grants 120,400,000 120,400,000 
Adds one-time funding for capital improvements 77,869,696 77,869,696 
Adds one-time funding for discretionary water 5,000,000 5,000,000 

project grants 
Total one-time funding changes 0.00 $0 $276,922,841 $276,922,841 

Total Changes to Base Level Funding 3.00 $0 $285,719,436 $285,719,436 

2023-25 Total Funding 93.00 $0 $694,918,565 $694,918,565 
Federal funds included in other funds $36,053,261 

Total ongoing changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 2.1% 2.1% 
Total changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 69.8% 69.8% 

Other Sections in Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 

Additional income 

Exemption - Water-related projects 

Loan repayment - Appropriation 

Discretionary funding 

Line item transfers 

Executive Budget Recommendation 

Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources 
trust fund available to the Department of Water Resources during 
the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium 
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be 
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for the Western Area Water Supply 
Authority. This amount is not included in the executive budget 
appropriation. 

Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants 
line item in Section 1 is for providing discretionary funds for water 
projects and capital assets. 

Section 7 would provide authority for the director of the Department 
of Water Resources to transfer funding between line items. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0.00 $0 $0 $0 

0.00 $0 $0 $0 

90.00 $0 $409,199,129 $409,199,129 
$41,066,031 

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Senate Version 
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FM Area Diversion Ql Project Update I 
METRO 
FLOOD 
DIVERSION 
AUTHORITY 

On behalf of the Metro Flood Diversion Authority and our partners in designing, building, operating 

and maintaining the FM Area Diversion project, I'm providing this update. If you have questions or 

would like any materials on the project for your use, please reach out to me at any time. We all remain 

grateful for your ongoing support of this history-making infrastructure project that will protect 235,000 

from significant flood events. 

Sincerely, 

Joel Paulsen, PE, CFM 
Executive Director 
Metro Flood Diversion Authority 
Cell: 701-781-4758 
Email: paulsenj@fmdiversion .gov 

PROGRESS UPDATE 

1 



Watch our latest construction update here. For additional monthly updates, see our playlist. 

KEY MESSAGES 

' 
The scale of this project can make it challenging to talk about. Here are some key points that may be 
beneficial when speaking with constituents. 

The project is being watched by groups around the world since it is the first flood management 
project across all North America that's being completed with a public-private partnership. It's also t he 
fi rst P3 done in conjunction with t he U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Construction is happening 24/7 to get permanent flood protection as quickly as possible. Plus, by 
using a P3, the diversion will be completed about 10 years sooner than with traditional government 
design-and-build projects. 

The project's innovative funding and financing plan was recognized with 10 nationa l and international 
awards in 2022 alone. That's added assurances that not only is the world watching, but they are taking 
notes on the financial stewardship demonstrated by the project's leadership. 

EVENT CALENDAR 

MFDA leadership takes part in periodic public events regarding the FM Area Diversion. If you would be 
interested in learning more or attending, please contact info@fmdiversion.gov. 

EVENT DATE LOCATION DESCRIPTION 
FM Area Diversion May 8-12, 2023 Fargo- The MFDA Board members and U.S. Army 
Leadership Project (specific date Moorhead Corps of Engineers leadership will gather 
Tour TBD) for a tour of major diversion component s. 

A schedule of board and committee meetings, as well as agendas and minutes, is available at 
https://fmdiversion.gov/minutes-agendas/ 

2 



#26986

~-.--- - --------- - - --- - - - ------ --,--------- -----, 
Resources trust fund 

2023-25 oil and gas tax revenue1 

Less: Transfers to renewable energy development and energy2 

conservation grant funds 
2021-23 excess oil and gas tax revenue1 

Other income3 

Water Commission fund4 

Water projects stabilization fund5 

Excess oil and gas tax revenue 
Interest income 

Bank of North Dakota line of credit 

$449,860,000 

(4,200,000) 

37,686,473 
12,526,000 

12,446,000 

151,784,727 
1,500,000 

100,000,000 
Northwest area water supply (NAWS) funds6 4,966,198 
Federal funds7 89,053,261 

Total funds available $855,622,659 
1Section 57-51.1-07 of North Dakota Century Code, provides for an allocation of 20.5% of oil 
extraction tax revenue to be deposited in the resources trust fund. 
2Three percent of the amount credited to the resources trust fund must be transferred no less than 
quarterly into the renewable energy development fund, not to exceed $3 million dollars per 
biennium, which is appropriated to the Industrial Commission for funding of programs for 

development of renewable energy sources. One-half of one percent of the amount credited to the 
resources trust fund must be transferred no less t han quarterly into the energy conservation grant 
fund not to exceed $1.2 mill ion per biennium, which is appropriated to the Department of Commerce 
for funding of programs for development of energy conservation. 
3Other income of the RTF includes investment income and capital payments from SWPP. · 
4Water commission fund income includes reimbursements from Minot and transfers of funds from 
the RTF. 
5Water project stabilization fund was established in SB 2345 during the 2021 special session and 
requ ired transfers of oil extraction tax revenues deposited in the RTF more than the 2021 legislative 
forecast from August 1, 2021, through February 28, 2023. Investment income is anticipated to be 

from up to one-year CDs invested in the Bank of North Dakota. 
6NAWS funds are from t he NAWS reserve fund and NAWS operations and maintenance fund which 
are established in North Dakota Century Code and require water rates include fees which will cover 
the operations and maintenance of NAWS and fees to maintain a reserve fund to assist w ith the cost 

of extraordinary repairs and other infrastructure replacement. 
7Federal funds are primarily for NAWS construction and programs related to emergency management 
and dam safety. 



Senate Bill No. 2020 - Department of Water Resources - Senate Version 

Salaries and Wages 
Base budget 

Base Level 

20,537,867 

Adjustments or 

Enhancements 

2,927,459 
Appropriation 

23,465,326 

Salaries and fringe benefits for all employees, including employees that provide services for 

NA WS, SWPP, and the Devils Lake outlets 

Changes include: 

Cost to continue current biennium salary increases ($148,098} 

Annual 4% salary increases ($1,049,393) 

Health insurance increase {$459,961) 

3 new FTE positions (2 of these FTE positions were previously added through emergency 

commission and budget section approval. The third FTE position request was previously 

added as a temporary position through emergency commission and budget section approval} 

{$703,398) 

1 new NAWS temporary employee ($170,000) 

Fringe benefits for a current temporary employee ($61,609} 

Temporary salaries funding for PRESENS installations {$345,000} 

Operating expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068 

Base budget 
Agency general operating costs and operations for NA WS, SWPP, and the Devils Lake pumps. 

This included funding of $19 million for professional services, which are primarily consultant 

engineering dollars, and $8. 7 million for utility costs, primarily to operate the Devils Lake 

outlets and NA WS. 

Changes include: 

Operating expenses and equipment for new FTE positions ($21,320) 

Staff training and professional development ($80,000} 

IT unification ($5.6 million) 

PRESENS installations ($1.2 million) 

Ground water modeling and related hydrologic analysis software {$94,665} 

RiskMAP ($100,000} 
Contracted engineering and other professional fees and services ($5.9 million) 

Increased motor pool rates {$118,180} 

Drilling supplies ($180,000} 

Navigability study {$180,000} 

Airborne electromag'?etic survey data collection {$750,000} 

Capital assets 98,467,437 
Appropriation includes: 

Potential relocation of the agency {$200,000} 

Bowman radar system replacement ($1.8 million) 

Drilling rig replacement ($1.8 million) 

Line of credit for SWPP and NA WS ($50 million each} 

NAWS federal funds ($78 million) 

201,916,513 300,383,950 

State funds for NAWS {$36 million}, SWPP ($80 million), and the Devils Lake outlet ($2 

million) 



Water supply - grants 125,000,000 
Appropriation includes: 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project {$175 million) 

Western area water supply {$40 million) 

Bismarck municipal ($30 million) 

Other municipal ($38 million) 

Rural water supply - grants 59,600,000 
Appropriation includes: 

Various rural water grants ($40 million) 

Flood control projects 48,000,000 
Appropriation includes: 

Valley City ($13.2 million) 
Mouse River (Minot) {$76.1 million) 

Lower Heart River {Mandan) {$12.3 million) 

Other flood control ($5 million) 
Water conveyance ($8 million) 

Discretionary funding 

General water grants 14,227,275 
Appropriation includes: 

158,000,000 283,000,000 

(19,600,000) 40,000,000 

66,600,000 114,600,000 

1,000,000 1,000,000 

(2,227,275) 12,000,000 

Dam repairs and rehabilitations, feasibility studies, irrigation projects, as well as other 

general water management efforts. 

Basinwide plan implementation 
Appropriation includes: 

Red River watershed basinwide plan implementation. 

1,000,000 1,000,000 



Mouse River: $76.1M 
Valley City: $13.2M 
Mandan: $11.6M 

SWPP: $131.6M O h $ M t er: 14.1 
NAWS: $36M 

B 

WAWS: $46M 
RRVWSP: $1 ?0M 

Other: $54M 

SWPP: $130M 

NAWS:$86M 
Devils Lake: $2M 

Mouse River: $76.lM 
Valley City: $13.2M 
Mandan: $12.3M 

Other:S13M 

WAWS: $40M 
RRVWSP: $175M 

$12.4M 

Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) I Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) I Red River Valley Water Supply Project (RRVWSP) I Western Area Water Supply 



NOR T H 

Dakota I Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 

At the request of the House Appropriations Education and Environment committee , the following tab le is provided to 
help develop the House's version of purpose funding for SB 2020. 

Amounts in Mill ions 

Executive Senate Proposed Final 
Bucket Recommendation Version House Version House Version 

State Owned 
(Operating/Capital Assets) 

SWPP $131 .6 $130.0 
NAWS 36 .0 86 .0 
DL 2.0 

Total State Owned $167.6 $218.0 

Water Supply 
(Municipal/Regionalj 

RRVWSP $170.0 $175.0 
WAWS 46.0 40.0 
Other 54 .0 68 .0 

Total Water Supply $270.0 $283.0 

Rural Water $35.0 $40.0 

Flood Control 
Mouse River $76.1 $76 .1 
Valley City 13.2 13.2 
Mandan 11 .6 12.3 
Other 14.1 13.0 

Total Flood Control $115.0 $114.6 

Discretionary $5.0 $1.0 

General Water* $12 .4 $12.0 

Basinwide Plan $0.0 $1.0 

Total Fundina Provided $605.0 $669.6 

*General water provides funding for various items including , dam rehab ilitation , studies, and irrigation . 



Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 

Senate Bill No. 2020 

Base Level Funding Changes 
Executive Budget Recommendation 

2023-25 Biennium Base Level 

2023-25 Ongoing Funding Changes 

FTE 
Positions 

90.00 

General 
Fund 

$0 

Other 
Funds 

$409,199,129 

Total 

$409, 199 , 129 

FTE 
Positions 

90.00 

Senate Veccr-'-si:..;;o....;n ________ _ 

General 
Fund 

$0 

Other 
Funds 

$409,19 9,129 
Total 

$409 ,199,129 

FTE 
Positions 

90.00 

House Version 

General 
Fund 

$0 

Other 
Funds 

$409,199,129 

Total 

$409,199,129 

..... !?..\!:?.�.P.\!Y.r.2.1.1.�b.�.r:i.9.�.s. ........................ ____ ········································ ...................................................................... H1.8-,.9.�.8-...................... �.1.1.M.�.8-...... · ···· ······· ·· ······ · ······· ·· ·· · ·· · ···················-----�$148 ,098 . $148,098 ...... ··········----···· ··············· ......................................... $1.48,o98 ..................... $ 1 48,o98 .. . 

..... Salary increase ................................................................................................................................................................................ 1,404 , 288 1,404 ,288 ..... ...................................................... 1., 049,393.. 1,049.393 ..................................................... ·----·············· ··1,404,288 ................... 1,404 ,288 .. . 

..... Health. insurance .increase ........................................................................................................................................................... 449 ,618 449,61.8 ..... ........................................................ 45�,.�.�1 4�Q ... �.�.1. ...... .................................................................................................... 11�.&1.?. ........................ 11� .• �.1.?. .. . 

..... f.\s!s!:?..E.I� .. P..<?.S.!�!C?.r.i� .......•.......................... ______ ............................... 3.oo ....................................... 7..9.?.,}98 703,398 ..... .....................• 3.oo ................. . ...•..•......... 103,398 ........................ 103,398 ..... ....................... 3.00............................................................ 703, 398 .............. .--703,398 .. . 
Adds funding for travel costs fo r new FTE 2,000 2,000 2, 000 2, 000 2,000 2,000 

............ Positions .................................................................... ____ ____ _ ___ .............................................................................. .................................... . ---··················· · · · · · ··················---·•··········································· ·············•··•·•-······· .. ··········------· ········································· 
Adds a temporary employee for the NAWS 1 70 ,000 170,000 170 ,000 1 70,000 

............ Project ...................................................................... ·---------············· .. ········· ......................................................... ___ .......................... ......................................................................................... -----------➔ 

Adds funding to fund a temporary employee at 61,609 61,609 61,609 61,609 
the same level as an FTE position 

170,000 1 70,000 

____ .,,, ............................................................................................................................ .

61,609 61 , 609 

................................................................................................. , ...................................... ____ ........................................................................ ______ ,,, ............... .. , ...................................................... ______ ················································---+----- ----····-.... , ........................................................................ . 

Adds funding for staff training and p rofessional 80,000 80,000 80 , 00 0 80,000 80 ,000 80 ,000 

............ d..e.Y.�!C?.P.�.�nt ........................................... -------.............................. ·-----------·· .. ··· ............. ........................................................................................ ·-----------+--.......................................................................... ____ ......................................................... . 
Adds funding for.lT.unification .......... ______ ....................................................................................... 4,082 ,784 ................... 4 .082,784 ..... ........................................................................................... 4,082,784 4.082,784 .................................................. 4,082 ,784 ................... 4,082 ,784 .. . 

..... Adds.funding fo r .PRESENS.installations ...................................................................................................................... 1,572 ,800 ................... 1,572 ,800 ..... .................................................................. ·---....... 1 .. 572,800 1,572 , 800 ............................................................. 1,572 ,800 .................... 1,572 .800 .. . 
Adds funding fo r maintenance of ground water 22,000 22,000 22,000 22,000 22,000 22,000 

modeling and related hydrologic analysis 
software 

..... Adds.fundingfro m.federal.funds.for.RiskMAP .................................................... ---.. ······· .... ·· ................... 1 00,�0_00 ___ 
·· .. 

_ 
.... 

_ 
... 

_
.
fo

·
ii'_"ooo::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

·
_ 
.... 

_ 
... 

_ 
.... 

_ 
.... 

_ 
.... 

_ 
.... 

_ .
... 
_ 
.... 

_ 
... 

_
. 

__ 1 0_0�,0_0_0 ____ 1_
·
09.;:o 

.. 
_o_·o_ 

.... 
..., 
.. 

_____ 
.... 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
·
_
···

_··
· ·

_
·· .. 

_
····

_ 
.. 
_ 
... 

_ 
.... 

_
.
1
·
_00�)_

·
)
·
0_
·
0_

···
_
· .. · ·

::::::::::::::::{ao:000::: 
Adjusts fundi ng among line items, including an 0 0 0 

incr ease of $5.9 million in professional fees 
and servi ces, a $1 .8 m i llion increase in other 
operating expenses, and a $7.7 million 
decrease in capital assets 

Adjusts funding for NAWS, inclu ding a 
$5 .16 million reduction in f ederal funds and 
a correspo nding increase in other funds 

______ .................................... ·-----··· .. ···· ................... ................................................ _ .......... _ ........................................ ----···· .. ····························-+-------·· .. ··· ······················ ··· ··· ---.................................. ___ _ 
0 0 0 

Transfers $24 .6 million from the rural water 
---···· ············ ........................................... --------· ·· .. ···· ···· ······ ................... O .................................. ____ ................................. --- .................................. ___ _

0 
______ ................................................................ . 

0 

supply grants line item to the water supply 
grants line item 

..... Reduces.funding for ru ral.water .supply grants ......................................................................................................................................................................... o ..... ........................................................................................... (1 9 ,600,000} ............ (19,600 , 000) ... ................... ___ ................................................ J19,600,000) ..... (1 9,600,000) 

..... B-.�.�.ll.C.�� .. f.ll.".1.d.!.ri.9 .. f.o..r .. 9.e..i:i�r.l3.l.�l3.t�.�.9.r..?..':!/.� .............. ___ ....... -----------·---............................... .9 .................................................................................................... (?.,:?.�� •. �.rn .............. J?.,:?.�� •. 2-.rn .... ,_________ _ ___ ..... (2.233 ,275) ............ J2-X3-�.,:?.?.§l .. 

.... Adds.funding for water.supplygrants ................................................................................................. ·---···· .. ············ · ·· ······ ······ ··············· .. · .................. o ..... .......................................................................................... 1.58,000,000 .............. 1.58,000 ,000 ............................................................. _____ .158 ,000,000 158,000, 000 

.... Adds.funding for flood. control projects ........................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 ..... ............................................................................................. 66, 600,000 ................. 66 ,600,000 ...... ........................................................................................... 66,600 ,000 .. 66ffe9c000 ... 
Adds funding for capital assets _____ ______ ______ 0 ____________ 58,01 0,064 58,0 10,064 _____ ______ 58,010,064 58,01 0,064 

Total ongoing funding changes 3.00 $0 $8 ,796,595 $8 ,796,595 3.00 $0 $26g,228,832 $269,228,832 3.00 $0 $269,573 ,384 $269,573,384 

One-Time Funding Items 

.... Adds.funding for.new.FTE.positions equipment............................................................................ $19,320 $19,320 $19,320 $19,320 ____ _ ____ ......... $19,320 ........................ $1.9,320 ... 

..... Adds. funding .. for .IT .unification ..................................................................................................... ___ ................. 1 .532,980 ................... 1,532 ,980 ..... ................................................
.
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.. ............... 1,532, 980 ................... 1,532,980 .. . 
.... Adds .funding for .increased. motor pool. rates ................................... ·----··· .................................................. 1 .1 8, 1.80 ........................ 1.1 8, 1.80 ..... ................. ____ ----····· .......... 1.1.8, 180 ........................ 1.1.8, 180 .. . 
..... Adds. funding for .drilling supplies. inflation .......................................................................................................................... 180,000 ........................ 180 , 000 ..... ................... ____ .................................................... 180, ooo ....................... 180, 000 ...... ........................................................ ____ ............... 1.80,000 ........................ 1.80 ,ooo .. . 
..... 1\d..d..S...f!:l.r:i.�.!r:i.9 .. fC>E .. 9 .. r.il3.�.ig.9.�.i.lity .. �.t1J.sf.Y. ...................................................... ____ _ ___ ...... .1.8-.Q,.9.9.9 ........................ .1.8-.9.-.9.9.9.... .. .............. ....... ............................................................................. 1 .. �Q,.Q.Q.Q................... 180 ,ooo ................................................................................................... 1.80 . ooo .... . .... ........... 1.80,000 .. . 

Prepared for Representative Swiontek 

#26987

___________ ........................................ ~-··· · .. ------==--=-----~-=-=-=-~=t--:-----···················· .. ·--·-- --
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--- --····· ............................................................................ ........................................................... ..................................... ........ ____ .................................................... ____ _ ----........................ .. .... .. .... .... .. ... . 
750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 Adds funding for airborne electromagnetic 

survey data collec_tio_n __ 
................. ................................ , ................ ································ ·· ·············-----······································ ················· .. ,· ................... , ......... ............................................................................................ ·----··························••·•··········"······· 

Adds funding for ground water modeling and 
related hydrologic analysis software 

72,665 72,665 72 ,665 72,665 72,665 72,665 

Adds funding for the potential relocation of 200,000 ................. ... ;fo·o)JOO..... ............................... ......... .. .. zoif6'o·o ......... ............... 200i6'6'o...... ........................................................................... .. .. .. .. 200,000··· .. ··· ................ 200,000 

__ t_he_ agency .. .. .. .. .......... .. .. .............. ................ .. .. ..... .. .... .. .... .. .................................. ..... ................................... _____ ............. .... .. .................................. --+-- -----................................................................................................................ 1-------................................................................................................................................ . 
..... ~.d..d.~ .. f!J.!1.9.i!l.9 .. f.9.r .. t.h,~ .. 13.C?.~~!1 .. r~~~r..i;.Y.~!.~.~ ............ .............. ---·----····.......... 1.80.Q,.9.9.9 .................... .1.,.~_q_q,.9.oo .............................. .................... 1 .. 800,ooo .................... 1.,800,ooo ...... ............................. ................................................................. 1.,~9.9.,9.9.9. ................. 1,800,000 .. 
.... Adds. one-lime.funding to .replace the. drilling ri9 ...................................................................................................... 1,800,000 ................... 1,800,000 ....................................... ................ 1.,800,ooo .................... 1.,800,000 ................ .. .. .... ............... 1,800,000 .................. ..1 ,800,000 .. . 
.... Adds. one-time. funding for flood .. control projects ...... .. .. .. ............................................................. ......................... 67,000,000 ................ 67,000,000 ......................................................... .. ......... ___ _ 0 .................................................................................................................................. 0 
..... Adds.one-time.funding for water.supply grants ....................................... .. ____ ................................ 120,400,000 ............. 120,400,000 ............................................................................................. .. .......... ______ ............... .. o ...... ................................................................ ... ...... ...................................................................................... 0 ... 
.... Adds. one-time.funding for capital. improvements ................................... .. ---···· ................................. 77 ,869,696 .. .. ........ 77,869 ,696 ............................ ................................................................... ...... ............................................................... 0 ............................................. ___ ____ ........................................ .. .............. .. .......... 9-... 
.... Adds. one-lime. funding for .discretionary funds ............................................................................................. 5,000,000. 5,000,000 ..................................................................................................... 1.,000,ooo......... 1,000,000 ................................... _____ 1,000,000 1,000,000 
..... ~.d.9.~ .. f!J.!1.9.!!1.9 .. for basinwide pl.?.n .. !~P..1.~.1!.'.~ntation .......................................................................... .. ....................... ... ·-----··· ..... ...!? ........... _ ____ 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 
.... Adds.funding from .a. line. of.credit ........ .... ____ ..... ....................................... _ __ ........................... ----..................... o .......... ___ ...... .... ...... .. ............................................ 1.00,000,000 ............. 1.00,000,000 ................................................................................................ 1 oo,ooo,000 .............. 100,000,ooo .. . 

Adds federal funds for NAWS _____ ______ ______ 0 _____ ______ 47,847,238 47,847,238 ____ _ ______ 47,847,238 47,847,238 
Total one-time funding changes 0.00 $0 $276,922,841 $276,922 ,841 0.00 $0 $156,500,383 $156,500,383 0.00 $0 $156,500,383 $156,500,383 

Total Changes to Base Level Funding 3.00 $0 $285,719,436 $285,719,436 

2023-25 Total Funding 93.00 $0 $694,918,565 $694,918,565 
Federal funds included in other funds $36,053,261 

Total ongoing changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 2.1% 
69.8% 

2.1% 
69.8% Total changes as a percentage of base level 3.3% 

Other Sections in Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 

Additional income 

Loan repayment - Appropriation 

Discretionary funding 

Basinwide water plan implementation 

Water projects stabilization fund 

Line of credit 

2021 -23 biennium discretionary funding 

Executive Budget Recommendation 

Section 3 would appropriate any additional funds in the resources 
trust fund available to the Department of Water Resources during 
the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 5 would appropriate $30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for the WAWS Authority. 

Section 6 would provide that the discretionary water project grants 
line item in Section 1 is for providing discretionary funds for water 
projects and capital assets. 

3.00 $0 $425,729,215 $425,729,215 

93.00 $0 $834,928,344 $834,928,344 
$89,053,261 

3.3% 65.8% 65.8% 
3.3% 104.0% 104.0% 

Senate Version 

Section 3 appropriates any additional funds avai lable in the 
resources trust fund to the Department of Water Resources for the 
2023-25 biennium for expenses of the department, excluding 
operating expenses and salaries and wages. 

Section 4 appropriates $30 million from the water projects 
stabilization fund to the Department of Water Resources to repay 
Bank of North Dakota loans for the WAWS Authority. 

Section 5 provides that the discretionary water project grants line 
item in Section 1 may be used as necessary, except for salaries and 
wages. 

Section 6 provides that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan 
implementation is for a pilot project to provide grants for water 
conveyance, flood control, and other water projects. 

Section 7 identifies $120 million of the amount appropriated in 
Section 1 is from the water projects stabilization fund. 

Section 8 provides for the Bank of North Dakota to extend a 
$100 million line of credit to the Department of Water Resources, of 
which $50 million may be used for NAWS and $50 million may be 
used for the Southwest Pipeline Project. 

Section 9 amends 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of 
Water Resources to use its discretionary funding as necessary, 
except for salaries and wages. 

3.00 $0 $426,073,767 $426,073,767 

93.00 $0 $835,272,896 $835,272,896 
$89,060,936 

3.3% 65.9% 65.9% 
3.3% 104.1% 104.1% 

House Version 

Section 3 appropriates any additional funds available in the 
resources trust fund to the Department of Water Resources for the 
2023-25 biennium for expenses of the department, excluding 
operating expenses and salaries and wages . 

Section 5 provides that the discretionary water project grants line 
item in Section 1 may be used as necessary, except for salaries and 
wages . 

Section 6 provides that $1 million appropriated for basinwide plan 
implementation is for a pilot project to provide grants for water 
conveyance, flood control, and other water projects. 

Section 7 identifies $120 million of the amount appropriated in 
Section 1 is from the water projects stabilization fund . 

Section 8 provides for the Bank of North Dakota to extend a 
$100 million line of credit to the Department of Water Resources, of 
which $50 million may be used for NAWS and $50 million may be 
used for the Southwest Pipeline Project. 

Section 9 amends 2021 Session Laws to allow the Department of 
Water Resources to use its discretionary funding as necessary, 
except for salaries and wages . 

Prepared for Representative Swiontek 



Other Sections in Department of Water Resources - Budget No. 770 

Red River Valley Water Supply Project 

Mouse River flood control 

Southwest Pipeline Project 

Line item transfers 

Exemption - Water-related projects 

Emergency 

Executive Budget Recommendation 

Section 7 would provide authority for the Director of the Department 
of Water Resources to transfer funding between line items. 

Section 4 would provide that any unexpended 2021-23 biennium 
appropriation authority for grants or water-related projects may be 
continued and expended during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Senate Version 
Section 1 0 provides legislative intent for a total of $953 million for 
the Red River Valley Water Supply Project, of which $175 million is 
provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 11 provides legislative intent for a total of $380.5 million for 
the Mouse River flood control project, of which $76.1 million is 
provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 12 provides legislative intent that the 69th Legislative 
Assembly appropriate $40 million for the Southwest Pipeline Project. 

Section 13 provides authority for the Director of the Department of 
Water Resources to transfer a sum equal to up to $13.3 million 
between the operating expenses and capital assets line items. 

Section 14 provides that any unexpended obligated and unobligated 
2021-23 biennium appropriation authority for grants or water-related 
projects may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 
biennium. 

Section 15 declares the bill to be an emergency measure. 

House Version 
Section 10 provides legislative intent for a total of $953 million for 
the Red River Valley Water Supply Project, of which $175 million is 
provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 11 provides legislative intent for a total of $380.5 mill ion for 
the Mouse River flood control project, of which $76.1 million is 
provided during the 2023-25 biennium. 

Section 12 provides legislative intent that the 69th Legislative 
Assembly appropriate $40 million for the Southwest Pipeline Project. 

Section 13 provides authority for the Director of the Department of 
Water Resources to transfer a sum equal to up to $13.3 million 
between the operating expenses and capital assets line items. 

Section 14 provides that any unexpended obligated and unobligated 
2021-23 biennium appropriation authority for grants or water-related 
projects may be continued and expended during the 2023-25 
biennium. 

Section 15 declares the bill to be an emergency measure. 

Prepared for Representative Swiontek 



#27360

The following table is provided to help develop the House's version of purpose funding for SB 2020. In addition to the funding provided in the puckets, $30 million from the water project stabilization fund is be ing transferred to the water 

infrastructure revolving loan fund. 

Amounts in Millions 

Bucket 19-21 Biennium 21-23 Biennium Executive Recommendation 

State Owned (Operating/Capita/ Assets) 
SWPP $131.6 
NAWS $36 
DL -
Total State Owned $142.6 $9L7 $167.6 

Water Supply (Municipal/Regional) 

RRVWSP $170 
WAWS $46 
Bismarck $30 
Medora 

Sovereign Lands 

Other $24 
Total Water Supply $128 $12S $270 

Rural Water $37.2 $59.6 $35 

Flood Control 
Mouse River $82.5 $74.5 $76.1 
Valley City $13.2 
Mandan $11.6 
Other $114.5 $48 $14.1 

Total Flood control $197 $122.5 $115 

Discretionary* - $6 $5 

General Water* $27 $14.2 $12.4 

Basinwide Plan - $1.1 -
State Fiscal Recovery Fund - $75 -

Total Funding Provided $531.8 $495.1 $605 
*Discretionary provides funding for drought disaster livestock program, flooding events, and potential litigation. 

0 General Water provides funding for various items induding dom rehabilitation, studies and irrigation. 

Senate Version 

$130 
$86 
$2 

$218 

$175 
$40 
$30 

$38 
$283 

$40 

$76.1 
$13.2 
$12.3 
$13 

$114.6 

$1 

$12 

$1 

-
$669.6 

Proposed House Version Final House Version 

$130 
$86 
$2 

$218 

$180 
$46 
$55 
$3 

$3.2 
$31 

$318.2 

$SO 

$76.1 
$13.2 
$12.3 
$14.1 

$115.7 

$9 

$12 

-
-

$722.9 



NORTH 

Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 

Prepared at the request of Representative Swiontek. 

SECTION X. TRANSFER-WATER PROJECT STABILIZATION FUND TO WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 
REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The office of management and budget shall transfer up to 
$30,000,000, from the water project stabilization fund to the water infrastructure revolving loan 
fund established under section 6-09-49.2, during the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and 
ending June 30, 2025. 



Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 

Prepared at the request of Representative Swiontek. 

SECTION X. LEGISLATIVE INTENT• STATE WATER COMMISSION• CITY OF BISMARCK WATER 

UTILITY PROJECTS. Excluding the funding provided for Bismarck water utility projects prior to 
the 2023-25 biennium, it is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that up to 
$55,000,000 of funding appropriated in the water supply- grants line item in section 1 of this 
Act be made available during the 2023-25 biennium for city of Bismarck water utility projects. It 
is further the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that of the funding made available 
for city of Bismarck water projects, $5,000,000 be used for water supply projects for a higher 
education institution located south of the city serving as an emergency evacuation and 
command site. 



N O RTH .. 

Water Resources 
Be Legendary. 

Prepared at the request of Representative Swiontek. 

SECTION X. SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANT. The water supply- grants line item in 
section 1 of this Act includes $3,000,000 from the resources trust fund which the state water 

· commission shall provide as a grant to the parks and recreation department for developing 
recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state, for the period beginning with the 
effective date of this Act and ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION X. APPROPRIATION - RESOURCES TRUST FUND- PARKS AND RECREATION 

DEPARTMENT -SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANT. There is appropriated from a 
grant from the state water commission out of moneys from the resources trust fund in the state 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $3,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be 
necessary, to the parks and recreation department for the purpose of providing grants for 
developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state, for the period beginning 
with the effective date of this Act and ending June 30, 2025. An eligible grant recipient must 
identify $1 of matching funds for each $1 awarded pursuant to this section. This funding is 
considered to be a one-time funding item. 



23.0274.02004 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Cotmcil staff for 
Representative Swiontek 

March 31, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 5, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 13. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - CITY OF MEDORA WATER SUPPLY 
FUNDING - CONTINGENCY. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that 
up to $3,200,000 of the funding appropriated in the water supply - grants line item in 
section 1 of this Act be made available during the 2023-25 biennium for water storage, 
water main replacement, and water supply expansion projects sponsored by the city of 
Medora. It is further the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that funding 
under this section only be made available after all agreements for the construction of 
the Theodore Roosevelt presidential library have been finalized between the library, the 
library foundation, the city of Medora, and Billings County." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 23.0274.02004 
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Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 

1 7. "Loan" means an amount of money lent to a sponsor of a project approved by the 

2 

3 

commission to assist with funding approved project components. A loan may be 

stand-alone financial assistance. 

4 8. "Owner" includes all individuals, associations, corporations, limited liability companies, 

5 

6 

districts, municipalities, and other political subdivisions of this state having any title or 

interest in any properties, rights, water rights, easements, or franchises to be acquired. 

7 9. "Project" means a water conveyance project or any one of the works defined in 

8 subsection 4-Gtl, or any combination of such works, which are physically connected or 

9 jointly managed and operated as a single unit. 

10 10. "Water conveyance project" means any assessment drain, stream bank stabilization, or 

11 snagging and clearing of water courses. 

12 11. "Works" includes: 

13 a. All property rights, easements, and franchises relating to and deemed necessary 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

or convenient for their operation; 

b. All water rights acquired and exercised by the commission in connection with 

such works; 

c. All means of conserving and distributing water, including reservoirs, dams, 

diversion canals, distributing canals, channels, lateral ditches, pumping units, 

mains, pipelines, treatment plants, and waterworks systems; and 

d. All works for the conservation, control, development, storage, treatment, 

distribution, and utilization of water, including works for the purpose of irrigation, 

flood control, watering stock, supplying water for public, domestic, industrial, and 

recreational use, fire protection, and the draining of lands injured or in danger of 

injury as a result of such water utilization. 

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 61-03-21.4 of1he North Dakota Century Code is 

amended and reenacted as follows: 

61 -03-21.4. Economic anal 

The department of water re evelop an economic analysis process for water 

conveyance projects and flood-related projects expected to cost mor:e than one millionfive 

hundred thousand dollars, and a life cycle analysis process for municipal water supply projects. 

When the state water commission is considering whether to fund a water conveyance project, 

Page No. 3 23.0545.03001 



Sixty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 

1 Hood-related project, oTwater supply project, the department of water resources shall review tl:le. 

2 economtc analysis or life cycle analysis, and inform the state water commission of the findings 

3 from the analysis and review. 

Page No. 4 23.0545.03001 
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23.0274.02014 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 

Representative Swiontek 
April 11 , 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 5, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 13. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - STATE WATER COMMISSION - CITY 

OF BISMARCK WATER TREATMENT PLANT. Excluding the funding provided for the 

city of Bismarck water treatment plant prior to the 2023-25 biennium, it is the intent of 

the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that up to $50,000,000 of funding appropriated in 

the water supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act be made available during the 

2023-25 biennium for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant." 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT 

This amendment provides legislative intent for the State Water Commission to award 

$50 million to the City of Bismarck for a water treatment plant project. 

Page No. 1 23.0274.02014 
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23.0274.02015 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Swiontek 

April 11, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 5, line 15, after "project" insert "water treatment plant" 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT 

This amendment clarifies legislative intent that the 69th Legislative Assembly appropriate 
funding for the Southwest Pipeline Project water treatment plant. 

Page No. 1 23.0274.02015 
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23.0274.02016 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Swiontek 

April 11 , 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 5, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 13. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - CITY OF MEDORA WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the city of Medora 
request funding from the state water commission for water storage, water main 
replacement, and water supply expansion projects after all agreements for the 
construction of the Theodore Roosevelt presidential library have been finalized 
between the library, the library foundation, the city of Medora, and Billings County." 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

This amendment provides legislative intent for the City of Medora to request funding from the 
State Water Commission after all agreements for the construction of the Theodore Roosevelt 
Presidential Library have been finalized between the library, the library foundation , the City of 
Medora, and Billings County. 

Page No. 1 23.0274.02016 
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23.027 4.02017 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Swiontek 

April 11 , 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 5, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 13. MISSOURI RIVER EDUCATE, ADVOCATE, AND ENGAGE 
PROGRAM - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative 
assembly that: 

1. Support be provided for the Missouri River educate, advocate, and engage 
effort conducted by the Missouri River joint water resource board; 

2. The effort is needed to secure the state's rights to Missouri River water; 
and 

3. The state water commission and the department of water resources work 
in cooperation with the Missouri River joint water resource board to provide 
financial and technical assistance as the commission deems appropriate." 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT 

This amendment expresses legislative support for the Missouri River educate, advocate, and 
engage program. 

Page No. 1 23.0274.02017 
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23.0274.02018 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Swiontek 

April 12, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 1, line 4, after the first semicolon insert "to provide for a transfer;" 

Page 4, after line 6, insert: 

"SECTION 8. TRANSFER - BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA PROFITS- WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The Bank of North Dakota shall 
transfer $100,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, from its current 
earnings and accumulated profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund during 
the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. The moneys must be 
transferred as requested by the director of the department of water resources, after 
consultation with the Bank of North Dakota, to provide local cost share loans for 
projects approved by the state water commission pursuant to section 6-09-49.2." 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT 

This amendment provides for the transfer of up to $100 million from Bank of North Dakota 
profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund. 

Page No. 1 23.0274.02018 
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23.0274.02023 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Swiontek 

April 12, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 1, line 4, after the first semicolon insert "to provide for a report;" 

Page 5, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 13. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES -GARRISON 
DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT - LEGISLATIVE INTENT - REPORT. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water resources, in 
coordination with the Garrison diversion conservancy district, research and identify 
options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn. The 
department of water resources shall report its findings and recommendations to the 
legislative management by October 1, 2024." 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

This amendment provides legislative intent for the Department of Water Resources to research 
alternative uses of a Missouri River intake near Washburn, originally constructed for the 
Red River Valley Water Supply Project. 

Page No. 1 23.0274.02023 
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23.027 4 .02022 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Lefor 

April 12, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 1, line 2, after "reenact" insert "subsection 1 of section 57-51.1-07 and" 

Page 1, line 3, after "to" insert "investment of funds in the resources trust fund," 

Page 1, line 4, after "credit" insert a comma 

Page 4 , after line 6, insert: 

"SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 57-51 .1-07 of the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

1. Twenty percent must be allocated to the sinking fund established for 
payment of the state of North Dakota water development bonds, southwest 
pipeline series, and any moneys in excess of the sum necessary to 
maintain the accounts within the sinking fund and for the payment of 
principal and interest on the bonds must be credited to a special trust fund , 
to be known as the resources trust fund. The resources trust fund must be 
established in the state treasury and the funds therein must be deposited 
and invested as--aFein the manner in which other state funds to eam the 
maximum amount permitted by lmv which ineomenre invested, or invested 
under the supervision of the state investment board. All investment income 
must be deposited in the resources trust fund. Three percent of the amount 
credited to the resources trust fund must be transferred no less than 
quarterly into the renewable energy development fund , not to exceed three 
million dollars per biennium. One-half of one percent of the amount 
credited to the resources trust fund must be transferred no less than 
quarterly into the energy conservation grant fund not to exceed one million 
two hundred thousand dollars per biennium. The principal and income of 
the resources trust fund may be expended only pursuant to legislative 
appropriation and are available to: 

a. The state water commission for planning for and construction of 
water-related projects, including rural water systems. These 
water-related projects must be those which the state water 
commission has the authority to undertake and construct pursuant to 
chapter 61-02; and 

b. The industrial commission for the funding of programs for 
development of renewable energy sources; for studies for 
development of cogeneration systems that increase the capacity of a 
system to produce more than one kind of energy from the same fuel; 
for studies for development of waste products utilization; and for the 
making of grants and loans in connection therewith. 

c. The department of commerce for the funding of programs for 
development of energy conservation and for the making of grants and 
loans relating to energy conservation." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 23.0274.02022 
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The following table is provided to help develop the House's version of purpose funding for SB 2020. In addition to the funding provided in the buckets, $30 million from the water project stabilization fund is being transferred to the water 
infrastructure revolving loan fund. 

Amounts in Millions 
Bucket 19-21 Biennium 21-23 Biennium Executive Recommendation 
State Owned (Operating/Capital Assets) 
SWPP $131.6 
NAWS $36 
DL --
Total State Owned $142,6 $91.7 $167.6 

Water Supply (Municipal/Regional) 

RRVWSP $170 
WAWS $46 
Bismarck $30 
Sovereign Lands 
Other $24 
Total Water Supply $128 $125 $270 

Rural Water $37.2 $59.6 $35 

Flood Control 
Mouse River $82.5 $74.5 $76.1 
Valley City $13.2 
Mandan $11.6 
Other $114.5 $48 $14.1 

Total Flood control $197 $122.5 $115 

Discretionary• - $6 $5 

General Water* $27 $14.2 $12.4 

Basinwide Plan - $1.1 --

State Fiscal Recovery Fund -- $75 --

Total Funding Provided $531.8 $495.1 $605 
*Discretionary provides funding for drought disaster livestock program, flooding events, and potential litigation. 

** General Water provides funding for various items including dam rehabilitation, studies and irrigation. 

Senate Version 

$130 
$86 
$2 

$218 

$175 
$40 
$30 

$38 
$283 

$40 

$76.1 

$13.2 
$12.3 
$13 

$114.6 

$1 

$12 

$1 

-

$669.6 

Proposed House Version Final House Version 

$130 
$86 
$2 

$218 

$180 
$46 
$50 
$3 

$37.2 
$316.2 

$52 

$76.1 
$13.2 
$12.3 
$14.1 

$115.7 

$9 

$12 

--

--

$722.9 



23.0274.02024 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
the House Appropriations - Education and 
Environment Division Committee 

Fiscal No. 2 April 14, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 1, line 2, after the semicolon insert "to provide an appropriation to the parks and 
recreation department;"

Page 1, line 2, replace "section" with "sections 61-02-01.3,"

Page 1, line 2, after "61-02-79" insert ", and 61-03-21.4"

Page 1, line 4, after "credit" insert ", water project economic analyses requirements,"

Page 1, line 4, after the first semicolon insert "to provide for a transfer; to provide for a report;"

Page 1, replace lines 14 through 24 with:

"Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $1,656,382 $22,194,249
Operating expenses 43,366,550 16,112,518 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 177,316,513 275,783,950
Water supply - grants 125,000,000 191,200,000 316,200,000
Rural water supply - grants 59,600,000 (7,600,000) 52,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 67,700,000 115,700,000
Discretionary funding 0 9,000,000 9,000,000
General water - grants 14,227,275 (2,227,275) 12,000,000
Total special funds $409,199,129 $453,158,138 $862,357,267
Full-time equivalent positions 90.00 3.00 93.00"

Page 2, replace lines 7 and 8 with:

"Basinwide plan implementation 1,100,000 0
Discretionary funding 0 9,000,000"

Page 2, replace line 23 with:

"Total special funds $206,600,000 $163,500,383"

Page 3, replace lines 3 through 9 with:

"SECTION 4. TRANSFER - WATER PROJECT STABILIZATION FUND TO 
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The office of management 
and budget shall transfer $30,000,000, from the water project stabilization fund to the 
water infrastructure revolving loan fund established under section 6-09-49.2, during the 
period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025.

SECTION 5. TRANSFER - BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA PROFITS- WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The Bank of North Dakota shall 
transfer $100,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, from its current 
earnings and accumulated profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund during 
the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. The moneys must be 
transferred as requested by the director of the department of water resources, after 
consultation with the Bank of North Dakota, to provide local cost-share loans for 
projects approved by the state water commission pursuant to section 6-09-49.2.
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SECTION 6. APPROPRIATION - PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT - 
SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANTS - ONE-TIME FUNDING. There is 
appropriated from special funds derived from a grant from the state water commission, 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $3,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be 
necessary, to the parks and recreation department for the purpose of providing grants 
for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state, for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. An eligible 
grant recipient must identify $1 of matching funds for each $1 awarded pursuant to this 
section. This funding is considered to be a one-time funding item.

SECTION 7. SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANT. The water 
supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act includes $3,000,000 from the resources 
trust fund which the state water commission shall provide as a grant to the parks and 
recreation department for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the 
state, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 
2025."

Page 3, remove lines 14 through 30

Page 4, remove lines 1 and 2

Page 4, line 4, replace "$120,000,000" with "$123,380,315"

Page 4, after line 6, insert:

"SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 61-02-01.3 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

61-02-01.3. Comprehensive water development plan.

1. Biennially, the commission shall develop and maintain a comprehensive 
water development plan organized on a river basin perspective, including 
an inventory of future water projects for budgeting and planning purposes. 

2. As part of the commission's planning process, to facilitate local project 
sponsor participation and project prioritization and to assist in education 
regarding life cycle analyses for municipal water supply projects, and 
economic analyses for flood control and water conveyance projects only 
for those expected to cost more than one millionfive hundred thousand 
dollars, the commission shall develop a policy that outlinespolicies and 
procedures for commissioner-hosted meetings within the upper Missouri 
River, lower Missouri River, James River, upper Red River, lower Red 
River, Mouse River, Devils Lake, Little Missouri River, upper Heart River, 
and upper Cannonball River drainage basins."

Page 4, after line 19, insert:

"SECTION 12. AMENDMENT. Section 61-03-21.4 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

61-03-21.4. Economic analysis process required for certain projects.

The department of water resources shall develop an economic analysis process 
for water conveyance projects and flood-related projects expected to cost more than 
one millionfive hundred thousand dollars, and a life cycle analysis process for 
municipal water supply projects. When the state water commission is considering 
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whether to fund a water conveyance project, flood-related project, or water supply 
project, the department of water resources shall review the economic analysis or life 
cycle analysis, and inform the state water commission of the findings from the analysis 
and review."

Page 5, line 15, after "project" insert "water treatment plant"

Page 5, after line 16, insert:

"SECTION 17. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - STATE WATER COMMISSION - CITY 
OF BISMARCK WATER TREATMENT PLANT. Excluding the funding provided for the 
city of Bismarck water treatment plant prior to the 2023-25 biennium, it is the intent of 
the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that up to $50,000,000 of funding appropriated in 
the water supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act be made available during the 
2023-25 biennium for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant.

SECTION 18. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - CITY OF MEDORA WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the city of Medora 
request funding from the state water commission for water storage, water main 
replacement, and water supply expansion projects after all agreements for the 
construction of the Theodore Roosevelt presidential library have been finalized 
between the library, the library foundation, the city of Medora, and Billings County.

SECTION 19. MISSOURI RIVER EDUCATE, ADVOCATE, AND ENGAGE 
PROGRAM - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative 
assembly that:

1. Support be provided for the Missouri River educate, advocate, and engage 
effort conducted by the Missouri River joint water resource board;

2. The effort is needed to secure the state's rights to Missouri River water; 
and

3. The state water commission and the department of water resources work 
in cooperation with the Missouri River joint water resource board to provide 
financial and technical assistance as the commission deems appropriate.

SECTION 20. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES - GARRISON 
DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT - LEGISLATIVE INTENT - REPORT. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water resources, in 
coordination with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, research and identify 
options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn. The 
department of water resources shall report its findings and recommendations to the 
legislative management by October 1, 2024."

Page 5, line 18, after "operating" insert "expenses"

Page 5, line 24, replace "$405,000,000" with "$367,000,000" 

Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Summary of House Action

Base
Budget

Senate
Version

House
Changes

House
Version
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Parks and Recreation 
Department
Total all funds $0 $0 $3,000,000 $3,000,000
Less estimated income 0 0 3,000,000 3,000,000
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

State Water Commission
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 ($2,571,077) $862,357,267
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 (2,571,077) 862,357,267
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00

Bill total
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $428,923 $865,357,267
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 428,923 865,357,267
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Parks and Recreation Department - House Action

Base
Budget

Senate
Version

House
Changes

House
Version

Sovereign lands recreation use 
grants

$3,000,000 $3,000,000

Total all funds $0 $0 $3,000,000 $3,000,000
Less estimated income 0 0 3,000,000 3,000,000
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Department 750 - Parks and Recreation Department - Detail of House Changes

Adds Funding 
for Recreation 

Use Grants1
Total House 

Changes
Sovereign lands recreation use 

grants
$3,000,000 $3,000,000

Total all funds $3,000,000 $3,000,000
Less estimated income 3,000,000 3,000,000
General fund $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00
_______________________

1 One-time funding of $3 million from a grant received from the State Water Commission is added for the Parks and 
Recreation Department to provide grants for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. The 
appropriated amount includes $800,000 for the Mandan parks and recreation department and $750,000 for the 
Northern Plains Heritage Foundation for the port of Bismarck. Grant recipients must provide $1 of matching funds for 
each $1 of grant funds received under this program.

Page No. 4 23.0274.02024 



Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - House Action

Base
Budget

Senate
Version

House
Changes

House
Version

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,465,326 ($1,271,077) $22,194,249
Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 59,479,068
Capital assets 98,467,437 300,383,950 (24,600,000) 275,783,950
Water supply - Grants 125,000,000 283,000,000 33,200,000 316,200,000
Rural water supply - Grants 59,600,000 40,000,000 12,000,000 52,000,000
Flood control projects 48,000,000 114,600,000 1,100,000 115,700,000
General water - Grants 14,227,275 12,000,000 12,000,000
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 (1,000,000)
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 8,000,000 9,000,000
Loan repayment 30,000,000 (30,000,000)

Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 ($2,571,077) $862,357,267
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 (2,571,077) 862,357,267
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00

Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of House Changes

Adjusts 
Funding for 
Salary and 

Benefit 
Increases1

Removes 
Salary 

Funding for 
Funding Pool2

Adjusts 
Funding for 

Water 
Projects3

Total House 
Changes

Salaries and wages $344,552 ($1,615,629) ($1,271,077)
Operating expenses
Capital assets ($24,600,000) (24,600,000)
Water supply - Grants 33,200,000 33,200,000
Rural water supply - Grants 12,000,000 12,000,000
Flood control projects 1,100,000 1,100,000
General water - Grants
Basinwide plan implementation (1,000,000) (1,000,000)
Discretionary funding 8,000,000 8,000,000
Loan repayment (30,000,000) (30,000,000)

Total all funds $344,552 ($1,615,629) ($1,300,000) ($2,571,077)
Less estimated income 344,552 (1,615,629) (1,300,000) (2,571,077)
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
_______________________

1 Salaries and wages funding is adjusted to provide for 2023-25 biennium salary increases of 6 percent on July 1, 
2023, and 4 percent on July 1, 2024, and for adjustments to health insurance premium rates as follows:
 
 Other

Funds
Salary increase $354,895
Health insurance adjustment (10,343)
Total $344,552

The Senate provided salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1, 2023, and July 1, 2024.

2 Funding for new FTE positions and estimated savings from vacant FTE positions is removed as shown below. 
These amounts are available to the agency if needed by submitting a request to the Office of Management and 
Budget for a transfer from the new and vacant FTE funding pool.
 
 Other 

Funds
New FTE positions ($703,398)
Vacant FTE positions (912,231)
Total ($1,615,629)

3 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows:
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 Total
Funds

Reduce funding for capital assets ($24,600,000)
Increase funding for water supply grants 33,200,000
Increase funding for rural water supply 

grants
12,000,000

Increase funding for flood control projects 1,100,000
Remove one-time funding for basinwide 

plan implementation
(1,000,000)

Remove one-time funding for Western 
Area Water Supply Authority loan 
repayment

(30,000,000)

Increase one-time funding for 
discretionary water projects

8,000,000

Total ($1,300,000)
_________________________________

This amendment also:
• Removes a section added by the Senate identifying $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to 

repay loans issued to the Western Area Water Supply Authority.
• Transfers $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund.
• Transfers $100 million from Bank of North Dakota profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund.
• Designates $3 million for a grant to the Parks and Recreation Department for developing recreation 

opportunities on sovereign lands in the state.
• Removes a section providing for a basinwide plan implementation pilot project.
• Increases funding appropriated for water supply grants from the water projects stabilization fund from 

$120 million to $123.4 million.
• Amends North Dakota Century Code Sections 61-02-01.3 and 61-03-21.4 to require economic analyses for 

water projects in excess of $500,000.
• Provides legislative intent for $50 million to be granted for a City of Bismarck water treatment plant project.
• Provides legislative intent for the City of Medora to request funding from the State Water Commission after all 

agreements for the construction of the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library have been finalized between 
the library, library foundation, City of Medora, and Billings County.

• Provides legislative intent expressing support for the Missouri River educate, advocate, and engage program.
• Provides legislative intent for the Department of Water Resources to research and identify options for the use 

of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn.
• Reduces the amount of appropriation authority the Department of Water Resources may continue into the next 

biennium by $38 million, to provide total carryover authority of $367 million.
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The following table is provided to help develop the House's version of purpose funding for SB 2020. In addition to the funding provided in the buckets, $30 million from the water project stabilization fund is being transferred to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund. 

Amounts in Millions 
Bucket 19-21 Biennium 21-23 Biennium Executive Recommendation 
State Owned (Operating/Capital Assets) 
SWPP $131.6 
NAWS 

$36 
DL -
Total State Owned $142.6 $91.7 $167.6 

Water Supply (Munlclpal/ Regional) 
RRVWSP $170 
WAWS $46 
Bismarck $30 
Sovereign Lands 
Other 

$24 
Total Water Supply $128 $12S $270 

Rural Water $37.2 $59.6 $35 

Flood Control 
Mouse River $82.S $74.S $76.1 
Valley City $13.2 
Mandan $11.6 
Other $114.5 $48 $14.1 
Total Flood control $197 $122.5 $11S 

DiscretionarV- - $6 $5 

General Water• $27 $14.2 $12.4 

Basinwide Plan - $1.1 -
State Fiscal Recovery Fund - $7S -
Total Funding Provided $S31.8 $495.1 $605 

*Discretionary provides funding for drought disaster livestock program, flooding events, and potential litigation. 
•• General Water provides funding for various items including dam rehabilitation, studies and irrigation. 

Senate Version 

$130 
$86 
$2 

$218 

$175 
$40 
$30 

$38 
$283 

$40 

$76.1 
$13.2 
$12.3 
$13 

$114.6 

$1 

$12 

$1 

-

$669.6 

Proposed House Version Final House Version 

$130 
$86 
$2 

$218 

$180 
$46 
$SO 

$3 
$37.2 

$316.2 

$52 

$76.1 
$13.2 
$12.3 
$14.1 

$115.7 

$9 

$12 

-
-

$722.9 
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Fiscal No. 2 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
the House Appropriations - Education and 
Environment Division Committee 

April 17, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

In lieu of the amendments adopted as printed on pages 2080-2085 of the House Journal, 
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 2020 is amended as follows: 

Page 1, line 2, after the semicolon insert "to provide an appropriation to the parks and 
recreation department;" 

Page 1, line 2, replace "section" with "sections 61-02-01.3," 

Page 1, line 2, after "61-02-79" insert", and 61-03-21.4" 

Page 1, line 4, after "credit" insert", water project economic analyses requirements," 

Page 1, line 4, after the first semicolon insert "to provide for a transfer; to provide for a report;" 

Page 1, replace lines 14 through 24 with: 

"Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - grants 
Rural water supply - grants 
Flood control projects 
Discretionary funding 
General water - grants 
Total special funds 
Full-time equivalent positions 

Page 2, replace lines 7 and 8 with: 

"Basinwide plan implementation 
Discretionary funding 

Page 2, replace line 23 with: 

"Total special funds 

$20,537,867 
43,366,550 
98,467,437 

125,000,000 
59,600,000 
48,000,000 

0 
14,227,275 

$409,199,129 
90.00 

$1,656,382 
16,112,518 

177,316,513 
191,200,000 
(7,600,000) 
67,700,000 

9,000,000 
(2,227,275) 

$453,158,138 
3.00 

1,100,000 
0 

$206,600,000 

$22, 194,249 
59,479,068 

275,783,950 
316,200,000 

52,000,000 
115,700,000 

9,000,000 
12.000.000 

$862,357,267 
93.00" 

0 
9.000,000" 

$163,500,383" 

Page 2, line 31 , remove "defraying the expenses of that agency, excluding operating" 

Page 3, line 1, replace "expenses and salaries and wages" with "providing water supply grants 
and rural water supply grants" 

Page 3, line 2 after the period insert: "Any additional amounts must be allocated equally 
between water supply grants and rural water supply grants." 

Page 3, replace lines 3 through 9 with: 

"SECTION 4. TRANSFER - WATER PROJECT STABILIZATION FUND TO 
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The office of management 
and budget shall transfer $30,000,000 from the water project stabilization fund to the 
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water infrastructure revolving loan fund established under section 6-09-49.2, during the 
period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 5. TRANSFER - BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA PROFITS - WATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The Bank of North Dakota shall 
transfer $100,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, from its current 
earnings and accumulated profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund during 
the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. The moneys must be 
transferred as requested by the director of the department of water resources, after 
consultation with the Bank of North Dakota, to provide local cost-share loans for 
projects approved by the state water commission pursuant to section 6-09-49.2. 

SECTION 6. APPROPRIATION - PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT -
SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANTS - ONE-TIME FUNDING. There is 
appropriated from special funds derived from a grant from the state water commission, 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $3,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be 
necessary, to the parks and recreation department for the purpose of providing grants 
for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state, for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. An eligible 
grant recipient must identify $1 of matching funds for each $1 awarded pursuant to this 
section. This funding is considered to be a one-time funding item. 

SECTION 7. SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANT. The water 
supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act includes $3,000,000 from the resources 
trust fund which the state water commission shall provide as a grant to the parks and 
recreation department for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the 
state, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 
2025." 

Page 3, remove lines 14 through 30 

Page 4, remove lines 1 and 2 

Page 4, line 4, replace "$120,000,000" with "$123,380,315" 

Page 4, after line 6, insert: 

"SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 61-02-01 .3 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

61-02-01.3. Comprehensive water development plan . 

.L. Biennially, the commission shall develop and maintain a comprehensive 
water development plan organized on a river basin perspective, including 
an inventory of future water projects for budgeting and planning purposes. 

2... As part of the commission's planning process, to facilitate local project 
sponsor participation and project prioritization and to assist in education 
regarding life cycle analyses for municipal water supply projects, and 
economic analyses for flood control and water conveyance projects only 
for those expected to cost more than one millieRfive hundred thousand 
dollars, the commission shall develop a policy that outlinespolicies and 
procedures for commissioner-hosted meetings within the upper Missouri 
River, lower Missouri River, James River, upper Red River, lower Red 
River, Mouse River, Devils Lake, Little Missouri River, upper Heart River, 
and upper Cannonball River drainage basins." 
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Page 4, after line 19, insert: 

"SECTION 12. AMENDMENT. Section 61-03-21.4 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

61-03-21.4. Economic analysis process required for certain projects. 

The department of water resources shall develop an economic analysis process 
for water conveyance projects and flood-related projects expected to cost more than 
one millionfive hundred thousand dollars, and a life cycle analysis process for 
municipal water supply projects. When the state water commission is considering 
whether to fund a water conveyance project, flood-related project, or water supply 
project, the department of water resources shall review the economic analysis or life 
cycle analysis, and inform the state water commission of the findings from the analysis 
and review." 

Page 5, line 4, replace "$175,000,000" with "$180,000,000" 

Page 5, line 15, after "project" insert "water treatment plant" 

Page 5, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 17. LEGISLATIVE INTENT-STATE WATER COMMISSION -CITY 
OF BISMARCK WATER TREATMENT PLANT. Excluding the funding provided for the 
city of Bismarck water treatment plant prior to the 2023-25 biennium, it is the intent of 
the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that up to $50,000,000 of funding appropriated in 
the water supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act be made available during the 
2023-25 biennium for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant. 

SECTION 18. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - CITY OF MEDORA WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the city of Medora 
request funding from the state water commission for water storage, water main 
replacement, and water supply expansion projects after all agreements for the 
construction of the Theodore Roosevelt presidential library have been finalized 
between the library, the library foundation , the city of Medora, and Billings County. 

SECTION 19. MISSOURI RIVER EDUCATE, ADVOCATE, AND ENGAGE 
PROGRAM - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative 
assembly that: 

1. Support be provided for the Missouri River educate, advocate, and engage 
effort conducted by the Missouri River joint water resource board; 

2. The effort is needed to secure the state's rights to Missouri River water; 
and 

3. The state water commission and the department of water resources work 
in cooperation with the Missouri River joint water resource board to provide 
financial and technical assistance as the commission deems appropriate. 

SECTION 20. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES - GARRISON 
DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT - LEGISLATIVE INTENT - REPORT. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water resources, in 
coordination with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, research and identify 
options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn. The 
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department of water resources shall report its findings and recommendations to the 
legislative management by October 1, 2024." 

Page 5, line 18, after "operating" insert "expenses" 

Page 5, line 24, replace "$405,000,000" with "$367,000,000" 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Summary of House Action 

Base Senate House 
Budget Version 

Parks and Recreation 
Changes 

Department 
Total all funds $0 $0 
Less estimated income 0 0 
General fund $0 $0 

$3,000,000 
3,000,000 

$0 

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 

State Water Commission 
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 
Less estimated Income 409,199.129 864,928,344 
General fund $0 so 

($2,571,077) 
(2 571,077 

$0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 

Bill total 
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 
General fund $0 $0 

$428,923 
428,923 

so 

House 
Version 

$3,000,000 
3,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

$862,357,267 
862,357,267 

$0 

93.00 

$865,357,267 
865,357,267 

$0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 93.00 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Parks and Recreation Department - House Action 

0.00 

Sovereign lands recreation use 
grants 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Base 
Budget 

so 
0 

$0 

0.00 

Senate 
Version 

$0 
0 

$0 

0.00 

House 
Changes 

$3,000,000 

$3,000,000 
3,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

House 
Version 
$3,000,000 

$3,000,000 
3,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

Department 750 - Parks and Recreation Department - Detail of House Changes 

Sovereign lands recreation use 
grants 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Adds Funding 
for Recreation 

Use Grants1 

$3,000,000 

$3,000,000 
3,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

Total House 
Changes 

$3,000,000 

$3,000,000 
3 000,000 

$0 

0.00 

1 
One-time funding of $3 million from a grant received from the State Water Commission is added for the Parks and 

Recreation Department to provide grants for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. The 
appropriated amount includes $800,000 for the Mandan parks and recreation department and $750,000 for the 
Northern Plains Heritage Foundation for the port of Bismarck. Grant recipients must provide $1 of matching funds for 
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each $1 of grant funds received under this program. 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - House Action 

Base Senate House 
Budget Version Changes 

Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,465,326 
Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 

($1,271,077) 

Capital assets 98,467,437 300,383,950 
Water supply - Grants 125,000,000 283,000,000 
Rural water supply - Grants 59,600,000 40,000,000 

(24,600,000) 
33,200,000 
12,000,000 

Flood control projects 48,000,000 114,600,000 1,100,000 
General water - Grants 14,227,275 12,000,000 
Basinwlde plan implementation 1,000,000 
Discretiona,y funding 1,000,000 
l oan repayment 30,000,000 

(1,000,000) 
8,000,000 

(30,000,000 

Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 
l ess estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 

($2,571,077) 
(2 571 077 

General fund $0 $0 $0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 

House 
Version 
$22,194,249 
59,479,068 

275,783,950 
316,200,000 
52,000,000 

115,700,000 
12,000,000 

9,000,000 

$862,357,267 
862,357,267 

$0 

93.00 

Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of House Changes 

Adjusts 
Funding for Removes Adjusts 
Salary and Salary Funding for 

Benefit Funding for Water Total House 
lncreases1 Funding Pool1 Projectsl Changes 

Salaries and wages $344,552 (S1,615,629) 
Operating expenses 

($1,271,077) 

Capital assets ($24,600,000) 
Water supply - Grants 33,200,000 
Rural water supply - Grants 12,000,000 
Flood control projects 1,100,000 
General waler - Grants 

(24,600,000) 
33,200,000 
12,000,000 
1,100,000 

Basinwide plan implementation (1,000,000) 
Discretiona,y funding 8,000,000 
loan repayment {30,000,000) 

(1,000,000) 
8,000,000 

(30,000 000' 

Total all funds $344,552 ($1,615,629) ($1,300,000) 
less estimated income 344 552 (1,615,629) (1,300,000) 
General fund so $0 $0 

($2,571,077) 
(2,571,077 

so 
FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

1 
Salaries and wages funding is adjusted to provide for 2023-25 biennium salary increases of 6 percent on July 1, 

2023, and 4 percent on July 1, 2024, and for adjustments to health insurance premium rates as follows: 

Salary increase 
Health Insurance adjustment 
Total 

Other 
Funds 

$354,895 
(10,343) 

$344,552 

The Senate provided salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1, 2023, and July 1, 2024. 

2 
Funding for new FTE positions and estimated savings from vacant FTE positions Is removed as shown below. 

These amounts are available to the agency If needed by submitting a request to the Office of Management and 
Budget for a transfer from the new and vacant FTE funding pool. 

New FTE positions 
Vacant FTE positions 
Total 

3 Funding for water projects Is adjusted as follows: 

Other 
Funds 

($703,398) 
(912,231) 

($1,615,629) 
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Reduce funding for capital assets 
Increase funding for water supply grants 
Increase funding for rural water supply 

grants 
Increase funding for flood control projects 
Remove one-time funding for basinwide 

plan implementation 
Remove one-time funding for Western 

Area Water Supply Authority loan 
repayment 

Increase one-time funding for 
discretionary water projects 

Total 

This amendment also: 

Total 
Funds 

($24,600,000) 
33,200,000 
12,000,000 

1,100,000 
(1,000,000) 

(30,000,000) 

8,000,000 

($1 ,300,000) 

Removes a section added by the Senate identifying $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to 
repay loans issued to the Western Area Water Supply Authority. 
Transfers $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund. 
Transfers $100 million from Bank of North Dakota profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund. 
Designates $3 million for a grant to the Parks and Recreation Department for developing recreation 
opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. 
Removes a section providing for a basinwide plan implementation pilot project. 
Increases funding appropriated for water supply grants from the water projects stabilization fund from 
$120 million to $123.4 million. 
Amends North Dakota Century Code Sections 61-02-01.3 and 61-03-21 .4 to require economic analyses for 
water projects in excess of $500,000. 
Provides legislative intent for $50 million to be granted for a City of Bismarck water treatment plant project. 
Provides legislative intent for the City of Medora to request funding from the State Water Commission after all 
agreements for the construction of the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library have been finalized between 
the library, library foundation, City of Medora, and Billings County. 
Provides legislative intent expressing support for the Missouri River educate, advocate, and engage program. 
Provides legislative intent for the Department of Water Resources to research and identify options for the use 
of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn. 
Reduces the amount of appropriation authority the Department of Water Resources may continue into the next 
biennium by $38 million, to provide total carryover authority of $367 million. 
Designates the use of excess revenue in the resources trust fund. 
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The following table Is provided to help develop the House's version of purpose funding for SB 2020. In addition to the funding provided in the buckets, $30 million from the water project stabilization fund is being transferred to the water 

infrastructure revolving loan fund. 

Amounts in Millions 

Bucket 19-21 Biennium 21-23 Biennium Executive Recommendation 

State Owned (Operating/Capitol Assets) 

SW PP 
$131.6 

NAWS 
$36 

DL 
--

Total State Owned $142.6 $91.7 $167.6 

Water Supply (Municipal/Regional) 

RRVWSP 
$170 

WAWS 
$46 

Bismarck 
$30 

Sovere ign Lands 

Other 
$24 

Total Water Supply $128 $125 $270 

Rural Water $37.2 $59.6 $35 

Flood Control 

Mouse River $82.5 $74.5 $76.1 

Valley City 
$13.2 

Mandan 
$11.6 

Other $114.5 $48 $14.1 

Total Flood control $197 $122.5 $115 

Discretionary• .. $6 $5 

General Water• $27 $14.2 $12.4 

Basinwlde Plan .. $1.1 .. 

State Fiscal Recovery Fund .. $75 .. 

Total Funding Provided $531.8 $495.1 $605 

*Discretionary provides funding for drought disaster livestock program, flooding events, and potential litigation . 

.,,. General Water provides funding for various items including dam rehabilitation, studies and irrigation. 

Senate Version 

$130 

$86 

$2 

$218 

$175 

$40 

$30 

$38 

$283 

$40 

$76.1 

$13.2 

$12.3 

$13 

$114.6 

$1 

$12 

$1 

.. 

$669.6 

Proposed House Version Final House Version 

$130 

$86 

$2 

$218 

$180 

$46 

$50 

$3 
$37.2 

$316.2 

$52 

$76.1 

$13.2 

$12.3 
$14.1 

$115.7 

$9 

$12 

.. 

.. 

$722.9 
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23.0274.02027 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Swiontek 

April 25, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

Page 3, line 1, replace "period beginning with the effective date of this Act" with "biennium 
beginning July 1, 2023" 

Page 3, after line 2, insert: 

"SECTION 4. ADDITIONAL 2021-23 BIENNIUM INCOME -APPROPRIATION. 
Any revenue deposited in the resources trust fund during the period beginning with the 
effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2023, in excess of the March 2023 
legislative revenue forecast is appropriated to the department of water resources for 
the purpose of providing water supply grants and rural water supply grants, for the 
period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. Any 
additional amounts must be allocated equally between water supply grants and rural 
water supply grants." 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

This amendment provides that excess 2021-23 biennium revenue in the resources trust fund 
must be allocated equally between water supply grants and rural water supply grants. Excess 
2023-25 biennium revenue would continue to be appropriated for defraying the expenses of the 
Department of Water Resources, excluding operating expenses and salaries and wages, the 
same as the Senate version. 
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23.0274.02028 
Title. 
Fiscal No. 1 

Prepared by the Legislative Counci l staff for 

Conference Committee 
April 27, 2023 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2020 

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1843-1848 of the Senate 

Journal and pages 2173-2178 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate Bill No. 2020 

be amended as follows: 

Page 1, line 2, after the semicolon insert "to provide an appropriation to the parks and 

recreation department;" 

Page 1, line 4, after the first semicolon insert "to provide for a transfer; to provide for a report;" 

Page 1, replace lines 14 through 24 with: 

"Salaries and wages 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets 
Water supply - grants 
Rural water supply - grants 
Flood control projects 
Discretionary funding 
General water - grants 
Total special funds 
Full-time equivalent positions 

Page 2, replace lines 7 and 8 with: 

"Basinwide plan implementation 

Discretionary funding 

Page 2, replace line 23 with: 

"Total special funds 

$20,537,867 
43,366,550 
98,467,437 

125,000,000 
59,600,000 
48,000,000 

0 
14,227,275 

$409,199,129 
90.00 

$1 ,656,382 
16,112,518 

177,316,513 
191,200,000 
(7,600,000) 
67,700,000 

9,000,000 
(2,227.275) 

$453,158,138 
3.00 

1,100,000 
0 

$206,600,000 

Page 2, line 28, after "ADDITIONAL" insert "2021-23 BIENNIUM" 

Page 2, line 28, remove "In addition to the amounts" 

Page 2, remove lines 29 through 31 

$22,194,249 
59,479,068 

275,783,950 
316,200,000 

52,000,000 
115,700,000 

9,000,000 
12.000,000 

$862,357,267 
93.00" 

0 
9,000,000" 

$163,500,383" 

Page 3, replace lines 1 and 2 with "Any revenue deposited in the resources trust fund during 

the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2023, in 

excess of the March 2023 legislative revenue forecast is appropriated to the 

department of water resources for the purpose of provid ing water supply grants and 

rural water supply grants, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, 

and ending June 30, 2025. Any additional amounts must be allocated equally between 

water supply grants and rural water supply grants." 

Page 3, after line 9, insert: 

"SECTION 5. TRANSFER - BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA PROFITS - WATER 

INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND. The Bank of North Dakota shall 

transfer $100,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, from its current 

earnings and accumulated profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund during 
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the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2025. The moneys must be 
transferred as requested by the director of the department of water resources, after 
consultation with the Bank of North Dakota, to provide local cost-share loans for 
projects approved by the state water commission pursuant to section 6-09-49.2. 

SECTION 6. WATER PROJECTS STABILIZATION FUND - TRANSFERS. 
Notwithstanding subsections 1 and 2 of section 57-51.1-07, any oil extraction tax 
revenues deposited in the resources trust fund that exceed the amount included in the 
March 2023 legislative revenue forecast during the period beginning July 1, 2023, and 
ending June 30, 2025, must be transferred at least quarterly by the office of 
management and budget from the resources trust fund to the water projects 
stabilization fund for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending 
June 30, 2025. 

SECTION 7. APPROPRIATION - PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT -
SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANTS - ONE-TIME FUNDING. There is 
appropriated from special funds derived from a grant from the state water commission, 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $2,000,000, or so much of the sum as may be 
necessary, to the parks and recreation department for the purpose of providing grants 
for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state, for the period 
beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 2025. An eligible 
grant recipient must identify $1 of matching funds for each $1 awarded pursuant to this 
section. This funding is considered to be a one-time funding item. 

SECTION 8. SOVEREIGN LANDS RECREATION USE GRANT. The water 
supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act includes $2,000,000 from the resources 
trust fund which the state water commission shall provide as a grant to the parks and 
recreation department for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the 
state, for the period beginning with the effective date of this Act, and ending June 30, 
2025." 

Page 3, remove lines 14 through 30 

Page 4, remove lines 1 and 2 

Page 4, line 4, replace "$120,000,000" with "$123,380,315" 

Page 5, line 4, replace "$175,000,000" with "$180,000,000" 

Page 5, line 15, after "project" insert "water treatment plant" 

Page 5, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 16. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - STATE WATER COMMISSION - CITY 
OF BISMARCK WATER TREATMENT PLANT. Excluding the funding provided for the 
city of Bismarck water treatment plant prior to the 2023-25 biennium, it is the intent of 
the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that up to $50,000,000 of funding appropriated in 
the water supply - grants line item in section 1 of this Act be made available during the 
2023-25 biennium for the city of Bismarck water treatment plant. 

SECTION 17. LEGISLATIVE INTENT- CITY OF MEDORA WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT. It is the intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the city of Medora 
request funding from the state water commission for water storage, water main 
replacement, and water supply expansion projects after all agreements for the 
construction of the Theodore Roosevelt presidential library have been finalized 
between the library, the library foundation, and the city of Medora. 
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SECTION 18. MISSOURI RIVER SYSTEM - LEGISLATIVE INTENT. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water resources 
support efforts that protect and develop beneficial use of Missouri River system water 
and other available water supply sources. 

SECTION 19. DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES - GARRISON 
DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DISTRICT - LEGISLATIVE INTENT - REPORT. It is the 
intent of the sixty-eighth legislative assembly that the department of water resources, in 
coordination with the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, research and identify 
options for the use of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn. The 
department of water resources shall report its findings and recommendations to the 
legislative management by October 1, 2024." 

Page 5, line 17, replace "The" with "Notwithstanding section 54-16-04, the" 

Page 5, line 18, replace "$13,292,362" with "$9,900,000" 

Page 5, line 18, after "operating" insert "expenses" 

Page 5, line 24, replace "$405,000,000" with "$367,000,000" 

Page 6, line 4, replace "is" with "and Senate Bill No. 2196 are" 

Renumber accordingly 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT: 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - Summary of Conference Committee Action 

Conference Conference 
Base Senate Committee Committee 

Budget Version Changes Version 
Parks and Recreation 

Department 
Total all funds $0 $0 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 
Less estimated income 0 0 2,000,000 2,000,000 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

State Water Commission 
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $27,428,923 $892,357,267 
Less estimaled income 409,199,129 864,928,344 27,428,923 892,357,267 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00 

Bill total 
Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $29,428,923 $894,357,267 
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 29,428,923 894,357,267 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00 

House Comparison to 
Version House 

$3,000,000 ($1,000,000) 
3,000,000 {1 ,000,000) 

$0 $0 

0.00 0.00 

$862,357,267 $30,000,000 
862,357,267 30,000,000 

$0 $0 

93.00 0.00 

$865,357,267 $29,000,000 
865,357,267 29,000,000 

$0 $0 

93.00 0.00 
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Senate Bill No. 2020 - Parks and Recreation Department - Conference Committee Action 

Sovereign lands recreation use 
grants 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Base Senate 
Budget Version 

$0 
0 

$0 

0.00 

$0 
0 

$0 

0.00 

Conference 
Committee 
Changes 

$2,000,000 

$2,000,000 
2,000 000 

$0 

0.00 

Conference 
Committee House 

Veraion Version 
$2,000,000 $3,000,000 

$2,000,000 $3,000,000 
2,000,000 3,000,000 

$0 $0 

0.00 0.00 

Comparison to 
House 

($1 ,000,000) 

($1 ,000,000) 
{1,000,000} 

$0 

0.00 

Department 750 - Parks and Recreation Department - Detail of Conference Committee Changes 

Sovereign lands recreation use 
grants 

Total all funds 
Less estimated income 
General fund 

FTE 

Adds Funding 
for Recreation 
Use Grants1 

$2,000,000 

$2,000,000 
2,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

Total 
Conference 
Committee 
Changes 

$2,000,000 

$2,000,000 
2,000,000 

$0 

0.00 

1 One-time funding of $2 million from a grant received from the State Water Commission is added for the Parks and 
Recreation Department to provide grants for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. The 
House appropriated $3 million for grants for developing recreation opportunities on sovereign lands, including 
$800,000 for the Mandan parks and recreation department and $750,000 for the Northern Plains Heritage 
Foundation for the port of Bismarck. The Senate did not include funding for sovereign lands recreation use grants. 
Grant recipients must provide $1 of matching funds for each $1 of grant funds received under this program. 

Senate Bill No. 2020 - State Water Commission - Conference Committee Action 

Conference Conference 
Base Senate Committee Committee House Comparison to 

Budget Version Changes Veraion Version House 
Salaries and wages $20,537,867 $23,465,326 ($1,271,077) $22,194,249 $22, 194,249 
Operating expenses 43,366,550 59,479,068 59,479,068 59,479,068 
Capital assets 98,467,437 300,383,950 (24,600,000) 275,783,950 275,783,950 
Water supply - Grants 125,000,000 283,000,000 33,200,000 316,200,000 316,200,000 
Rural water supply - Grants 59,600,000 40,000,000 12,000,000 52,000,000 52,000,000 
Flood control projects 48,000,000 114,600,000 1,100,000 115,700,000 115,700,000 
General water - Grants 14,227,275 12,000,000 12,000,000 12,000,000 
Basinwide plan implementation 1,000,000 {1 ,000,000) 
Discretionary funding 1,000,000 8,000,000 9,000,000 9,000,000 
Loan repayment 30,000,000 30,000,000 $30,000,000 

Total all funds $409,199,129 $864,928,344 $27,428,923 $892,357,267 $862,357,267 $30,000,000 
Less estimated income 409,199,129 864,928,344 27,428 923 892,357,267 862,357,267 30,000,000 
General fund $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

FTE 90.00 93.00 0.00 93.00 93.00 0.00 
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Department 770 - State Water Commission - Detail of Conference Committee Changes 

Adjusts 
Funding for Removes Adjusts Total 
Salary and Salary Funding for 

Benefit Funding for Water 
Increases' Funding Pooll Projects2 

Conference 
Committee 
Changes 

Salaries and wages $344,552 ($1,615,629) ($1,271,077) 
Operating expenses 
Capital assets ($24,600,000) 
Water supply - Grants 33,200,000 
Rural water supply - Grants 12,000,000 
Flood control projects 1,100,000 

(24,600,000) 
33,200,000 
12,000,000 
1,100,000 

General water - Grants 
Basinwide plan implementation (1,000,000) 
Discretionary funding 8,000,000 

(1,000,000) 
8,000,000 

Loan repayment 

Total all funds $344,552 ($1,615,629) $28,700,000 
Less estimated inoome 344,552 (1,615,629) 28,700,000 
General fund $0 $0 $0 

$27,428,923 
27,428,923 

$0 

FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

1 Salaries and wages funding is adjusted to provide for 2023-25 biennium salary increases of 6 percent on July 1, 
2023, and 4 percent on July 1, 2024, and for adjustments to health insurance premium rates, the same as the 
House, as follows: 

Salary increase 
Health insurance adjustment 
Total 

Other 
Funds 

$354,895 
(10,343) 

$344,552 

The Senate provided salary adjustments of 4 percent on July 1, 2023, and July 1, 2024. 

2 Funding for new FTE positions and estimated savings from vacant FTE positions is removed as shown below, the 
same as the House. These amounts are available to the agency if needed by submitting a request to the Office of 
Management and Budget for a transfer from the new and vacant FTE funding pool. 

New FTE positions 
Vacant FTE positions 
Total 

3 Funding for water projects is adjusted as follows: 

Reduce funding for capital assets 
Increase funding for water supply grants 
Increase funding for rural water supply 

grants 
Increase funding for flood control projects 
Remove one-time funding for basinwide 

plan implementation 
Increase one-time funding for 

discretionary water projects 
Total 

Other 
Funds 

($703,398) 
(912.231} 

($1 ,615,629) 

Total 
Funds 

($24,600,000) 
33,200,000 
12,000,000 

1,100,000 
(1,000,000) 

8,000,000 

$28,700,000 

The Conference Committee made the changes approved by the House except the Conference Committee did not 
remove $30 million for the Western Area Water Supply Authority loan repayment and provide for a transfer of 
$30 million from the water projects stabilization fund to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund, which the House 
had done. 
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This amendment also: 
Designates the use of excess 2021-23 biennium revenue in the resources trust fund for water supply grants 
and rural water supply grants. The House designated the use of excess 2021-23 biennium and 2023-25 
biennium revenue in the resources trust fund for water supply grants and rural water supply grants. The Senate 
restricted excess funds from being used for salaries and wages and operating expenses. 
Provides for the transfer of excess 2023-25 biennium revenue in the resources trust fund to the water projects 
stabilization fund. Neither the House nor the Senate included this section. 
Retains a section added by the Senate and removed by the House appropriating $30 million from the water 
projects stabilization fund to repay loans issued to the Western Area Water Supply Authority. 
Does not include a section added by the House to transfer $30 million from the water projects stabilization fund 
to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund. 
Transfers $100 million from Bank of North Dakota profits to the water infrastructure revolving loan fund, the 
same as the House. 
Designates $2 million for a grant to the Parks and Recreation Department for developing recreation 
opportunities on sovereign lands in the state. The House designated $3 million for this purpose. 
Removes a section providing for a basinwide plan implementation pilot project, the same as the House. 
Increases funding appropriated for water supply grants from the water projects stabilization fund from 
$120 million to $123.4 million, the same as the House. 
Does not include sections added by the House to amend North Dakota Century Code Sections 61-02-01 .3 and 
61-03-21.4 to require economic analyses for water projects in excess of $500,000. 
Provides legislative intent for $50 million to be granted for a City of Bismarck water treatment plant project, the 
same as the House. 
Provides legislative intent for the City of Medora to request funding from the State Water Commission after all 
agreements for the construction of the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library have been finalized between 
the library, library foundation, and City of Medora. The House version also required agreements with Billings 
County to be finalized . 
Provides legislative intent that the Department of Water Resources support efforts that protect and develop 
beneficial use of Missouri River system water. The House provided legislative intent expressing support for the 
Missouri River educate, advocate, and engage program. 
Provides legislative intent for the Department of Water Resources to research and identify options for the use 
of the Missouri River intake constructed near Washburn, the same as the House. 
Reduces the department's line item transfer authority from $13.3 million to $9.9 million. The House and Senate 
allowed for $13.3 million of line item transfer authority. 
Reduces the amount of appropriation authority the Department of Water Resources may continue into the next 
biennium by $38 million, to provide total carryover authority of $367 million, the same as the House. 
Declares Senate Bill No. 2196 to be an emergency measure. 

Page No. 6 23.0274.02028 


	Senate Appropriations
	Executive Budget Recommendation - Analysis of Major Changes
	Agency Budget Summary
	Historical Appropriations Information
	Base Level Funding
	Governor's Recommendation

	SB 2020 011123 Meeting
	SB 2020 011123 Minutes

	SB 2020 011923 AM Meeting
	SB 2020 011923 AM Minutes

	SB 2020 011923 PM Meeting
	SB 2020 011923 PM Minutes

	SB 2020 012323 Meeting
	SB 2020 012323 Minutes

	SB 2020 020123 Meeting
	SB 2020 020123 Minutes

	SB 2020 020323 Meeting
	SB 2020 020323 Minutes

	SB 2020 020723 Meeting
	SB 2020 020723 Minutes

	SB 2020 021423 Meeting
	SB 2020 021423 Minutes

	SB 2020 021623 Meeting
	SB 2020 021623 Minutes

	SB 2020 022023 Meeting  
	SB 2020 022023 Minutes

	SB 2020 022023 Meeting
	SB 2020 022023 Minutes
	23.0274.01002 Initialed Amendment
	SB 2020 Standing Committee Report


	House Appropriations
	Legislative Changes - Analysis of First House Action
	Agency Budget Summary
	Historical Appropriations Information
	Base Level Funding Changes

	SB 2020 030223 Meeting
	SB 2020 030223 Minutes

	SB 2020 030923 AM Meeting
	SB 2020 030923 AM Minutes

	SB 2020 030923 PM Meeting
	SB 2020 030923 PM Minutes

	SB 2020 031423 Meeting
	SB 2020 031423 Minutes

	SB 2020 031523 Meeting
	SB 2020 031523 Minutes

	SB 2020 032923 Meeting
	SB 2020 032923 Minutes

	SB 2020 040623 Meeting
	SB 2020 040623 Minutes

	SB 2020 041323 Meeting
	SB 2020 041323 Minutes

	SB 2020 041723 Meeting
	SB 2020 041723 Minutes

	SB 2020 041823 Meeting
	SB 2020 041823 Minutes 
	23.0274.02026 Initialed Amendment 
	SB 2020 Standing Committee Report


	Conference Committee
	SB 2020 042523 AM Meeting  
	SB 2020 042523 AM Minutes

	SB 2020 042523 PM Meeting  
	SB 2020 042523 PM Minutes

	SB 2020 042623 AM Meeting  
	SB 2020 042623 AM Minutes
	SB 2020 042623 Roll Call Vote 1

	SB 2020 042723 Meeting
	SB 2020 042723 Minutes
	23.0274.02028 Initialed Amendment
	SB 2020 042723 Vote Sheet 2
	SB 2020 Conference Committee Report


	Testimony
	SAPPR-2020-20230111-12872-N-TRAVNICEK_ANDREA
	SAPPR-2020-20230111-12931-N-TRAVNICEK_ANDREA
	SAPPR-2020-20230111-12956-N-TRAVNIEK_ANDREA
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-13805-F-THIEL_TERRI
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-13807-F-THIEL_TERRI
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-13959-F-ROYSE_KEN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14212-F-HANSEN_STEVE
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14255-F-ROBINSON_BILL
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14258-F-NEUBAUER_JIM
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14259-F-REEP_DENNIS_W
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14300-F-WESTON_KEITH
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14301-F-WESTON_KEITH
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14302-F-LANG_DAVE
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14308-F-KOVAR_KIP
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14312-F-GAUGLER_HAROLD_R
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14358-N-SPILLAI-GRINOLDS_SINDHUJA_A
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14391-F-BOCHENSKI_BRANDON
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14396-F-ZIMMERMAN_DELORE
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14401-F-HUNKE_KEITH
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14417-F-VOLK_ERIC
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14419-F-MURRAY_JEN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14420-F-DAVID ASHLEY_TOM ROSS_l
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14421-F-DAVID ASHLEY_TOM ROSS_l
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14422-F-DAVID ASHLEY_TOM ROSS_l
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14471-F-FULL_SHANNON
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14482-F-SITTER_CLARENCE
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14499-F-LUND_KEITH_J
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14511-F-CRAWFORD_GWEN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14518-F-DARDIS_BERNIE
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14521-N-VOLK_ERICK
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14536-F-ROYSE_KEN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14537-A-RICHTER_FRED
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14538-F-WALTER_ALAN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14539-F-WALTER_ALAN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14562-F-MAHONEY_TIM
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14565-N-BRAATEN_DERRICK
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14566-N-BRAATEN_DERRICK
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14567-N-BRAATEN_DERRICK
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14580-F-MADSEN_TAMI_M
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14622-N-BOCHENSKI_BRANDON
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-14633-N-BOCHENSKI_BRANDON
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230201-18603-F-KADRMAS_CHRIS
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230201-18604-F-KADRMAS_CHRIS
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230203-19030-F-VOLK_ERIC
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230203-19034-F-MERIDIAN_MARY
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230207-19622-F-TRAVNICEK_ANDREA
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230207-19632-F-MADSEN_TAMI
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230207-19633-F-HOKEY_KEITH
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230216-21038-N-SHEET_GREEN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230214-21039-N-SHEET_GREEN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230220-21121-N-SHEET_AMENDMENT
	SAPPR-2020-20230220-21150-F-SORVAAG_RON
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230203-21162-F-MERIDIAN_MARY
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230203-21163-F-MERIDIAN_MARY
	SAPPR-2020-20230123-21205-N-SHEET_GREEN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230214-21264-N-CRONQUIST_ALEX
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230216-21265-N-CRONQUIST_ALEX
	HAPPR-2020-20230302-21781-N-TRAVNICEK_ANDREA
	HAPPR-2020-20230302-21782-N-PRESENTATION_SLIDESHOW
	HAPPR-2020-20230302-21783-N-TESTIMONY_ADDITIONAL
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22207-F-BINEGAR_RANDALL
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22360-F-THIEL_TERRI
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22364-F-THIEL_TERRI
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22684-F-QUISSELL_DANI
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22685-F-QUISSELL_DANI
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22693-F-ZUROFF_GARY
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22751-F-REEP_DENNIS_W
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22778-F-JOCKERS_RYAN_J
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22927-F-ROYSE_KEN
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-22929-F-ROYSE_KEN
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23008-F-LUND_KEITH_J
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23058-F-WESTON_KEITH
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23128-F-BOCHENSKI_BRANDON
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23129-F-MAHONEY_TIMOTHY
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23132-F-DARDIS_BERNIE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23173-F-HUNKE_KEITH
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23199-F-DAVID ASHLEY_TOM ROSS_l
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23200-F-DAVID ASHLEY_TOM ROSS_l
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23201-F-DAVID ASHLEY_TOM ROSS_l
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23204-F-MURRAY_JENIFER
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23209-F-GARDNER_MATT
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23210-F-GARDNER_MATT
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23221-F-ZIMMERMAN_DELORE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23234-F-DEKREY_DUANE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23235-F-DEKREY_DUANE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23236-F-DEKREY_DUANE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23252-F-FULL_SHANNON
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23253-F-VOLK_ERIC
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23279-F-CRAWFORD_GWEN
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23353-F-SPILLAI-GRINOLDS_SINDHUJA_A
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23480-N-KADRMAS_CHRIS
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-23483-F-ROYSE_KEN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230203-23793-N-CRONQUIST_ALEX
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230216-23794-N-CRONQUIST_ALEX
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230201-23795-N-CRONQUIST_ALEX
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230216-23796-N-CRONQUIST_ALEX
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-24344-F-MADSEN_TAMI
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230309-24352-F-VOLK_ERIC
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230314-24505-F-KADRMAS_CHRIS
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230314-24506-F-KADRMAS_CHRIS
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230314-24509-F-KADRMAS_CHRIS
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230314-24741-N-FISHER_SHANNON
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230314-24872-F-DEKREY_DUANE
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230123-24934-F-COUNCIL_LEGISLATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230314-25254-F-HULLET_KELVIN
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230119-25726-F-BILL_WATER
	SAPPEDU-2020-20230201-25727-F-SHEET_LONG
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230315-26502-N-PAULSEN_JOEL
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230329-26986-N-SWIONTEK_STEVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230329-26987-N-SWIONTEK_STEVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230406-27360-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230406-27361-N-NATHE_MIKE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230413-27533-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230413-27534-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230413-27535-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230413-27536-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230413-27537-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230413-27538-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230413-27539-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230413-27540-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230417-27616-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPEDU-2020-20230417-27618-N-SWIONTEK_REPRESENTATIVE
	HAPPR-2020-20230418-27664-F-SWIONTEK_STEVE
	HAPPR-2020-20230418-27665-N-AMENDMENT_PROPOSED
	CC-2020-20230425-27873-N-SHEET_LONG
	CC-2020-20230425-27874-N-SWIONTEK_REP
	CC-2020-20230426-27918-N-SHEET_AMENDMENT
	CC-2020-20230427-27941-N-SHEET_AMENDMENT




