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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to the creation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination 
council; relating to the center for distance education, the student information system, the 
definition of administrative agency, and the statewide longitudinal data system committee; 
and to repeal A section relating to the educational technology council. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-Schaible; Att. #2-Copas; Att. 3-Burkle; Att. 
#4-Fastnacht; Att. #5-Sick 

 
Vice-Chairman Fors: We will open the hearing for SB 2215. 
 
Senator Schaible: See Attachment #1.  
 
(7:35) Senator Davison: If the proposed organization would grow, do see it as a state 
agency or do that we could keep it independent so we wouldn’t have to fall under the state 
HR system and that board could have more flexibility to be more responsive to the schools? 
 
Chairman Schaible: We have had lots of discussions on that topic. We are not trying to 
provide for another agency from a top down approach. The idea behind the coordination 
council is we need to get our agencies talking together. We need to duplicate good ideas that 
are isolated in small areas and replicate them across the state. We do not want to change 
the structure of what is good in our state. What we thought was not happening could be 
shared with other areas of the state.  
 
Senator Davison: As you look at this and it is impacting the K12 schools, don’t you think the 
majority of the people on this board should be superintendents of the schools? Don’t we need 
to empower those that can have the greatest impact on creating that change? 
 
(11:25) Chairman Schaible: Absolutely. There have been many suggestions – most of them 
very good – one of them is to be sure we get people in the field involved in this – not just 
directors or oversight people. One suggestion I would look at is rather than the president of 
the board, let it be the designee of the president. Let the people in the field that are hearing 
the issues be on the council.  
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Senator Davison: Then, perhaps the leadership of that director along with the administrators 
across the state then the leadership from that executive director could help drive these other 
organizations that need to be part of those sub committees depending on the topic and what 
is happening. They can be engaged on an as needed basis. What happens with some of 
these larger committees is they don’t feel they have any say and they get lost and stop 
showing up. That is my biggest concern, getting a council that is engaged in the process.  
 
(13:02) Chairman Schaible: That is the exact intent of what we are trying to do. The other 
conversation that we had was with the stakeholders is that so many of these people represent 
schools and many other entities. One teacher or principal might be covering three or four 
different organizations. The intention is to replicate the good things across the state. 
 
(13:44) Senator Oban: How do we know that they will accomplish anything? 
 
Chairman Schaible: I agreed with you, it is the results that you get from all of this – statewide 
vision, coordination council or several of the other bills that we have heard. I think they all 
need to work together if any of it is going to work. I think that’s the idea, but it is the result 
that you get from it. If you put the right people on there and let them do the job, I think good 
things will happen. We’ve heard that, where we hear good things that are happening, and 
they replicate it whether it is innovation or work in REAs or Medicaid services that we have 
heard. The thing is, is the word getting out to everyone and can we do it better.  
 
Senator Davison: The coordinating council is proposed to solve problems on a statewide 
basis standpoint than just the regional standpoint so we can expand these best practices and 
communicate them in a faster manner. Would you agree with that? 
 
(16:34) Chairman Schaible: I totally agree with that and I would like to expand it a little more. 
Service agencies that I have seen do a fantastic job, but in my mind, they seem to be a little 
tunnel vision where they are mostly focused on their goals or what their trying to do. I think 
we need a little more state vision with that or an overall look at that. We need somebody to 
say, “Can this service agency by doing this, and this service agency even having discussion 
would be a big advantage to what could be done. The president of the ND School Boards 
Association or even Career and Tech asked, “if you wanted me to talk to them, why didn’t 
you just tell me that?” I said, “Well, I want you to talk to them and my second part of that 
question was “I don’t think I should have to tell you that.” I understand they are busy – they 
are focused on their job and they are extremely busy and can’t do it all. That’s why I think we 
need somebody to kind of oversee this and maybe enhance the discussion, or even, at times, 
suggest things that aren’t happening.  
 
(18:23) Aimee Copas, Exec. Director of the Council of Educational Leaders: See Att. 
#2.  
 
(21:23) Senator Oban: You said it was expanded to bring some voices to the table. It is a 
little administrator heavy. 
 
 Aimee Copas: I think the administrators at the table represent different fields of 
administration. To say that the job of a superintendent is the same as that of a principal, is 
inaccurate. Their jobs are very different. Trying to represent the fields at the table. That is the 
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recommendation that came out of the committee and how the task force felt like it was a good 
recommendation. That doesn’t mean that is the way the bill has to be at the end of it.  
 
Senator Oban: I wasn’t able to make that meeting. I just think we to be interesting to have 
your feedback and thoughts on including others on the Council. 
 
Aimee Copas: We are open to making changes – it is the concept that holds the most merit. 
Trying to discern to the point that we get the right people around the table. The council would 
not be precluded from calling other people in to work on other issues as we work on issues 
or struggle with different policy pieces.  
 
Senator Oban: Nineteen is a big council.  
 
Aimee Copas: It is in the eyes of the beholder. My board is twenty-one and that is just one 
of them. I have 10 of them that are highly active boards – Lynn used to be on one of them – 
all of them with 20 or more. It depends on the attitude and how people come to the table as 
to whether or not it can be functional. If nobody comes in with an obstructionist attitude and 
we are all here servicing to the same point to getting to a good place with kids, we find it to 
be fireworks and dynamic. If people come in with a crappy attitude, you are right! Nineteen 
is far too many. It depends on the makeup. It can work.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Thank you.  
 
Nick Archuletta, President of ND United: I am here today to urge a do pass for SB 2215. 
I understand having nineteen members of a committee, it is a large committee, there is no 
doubt, but I think the important voice of an elementary teacher, a middle school teacher, and 
a high school teacher would add an important set of eyes and attitude and voice to make this 
council even more effective. That is particularly true if you take a look at while, you know 
there is some discussion that maybe this council will be or take some jurisdiction over the 
TILE program. It is important to have teacher voice there. If you look on page five of the bill, 
section 3, subsection 7; some of the things the council may do, for example b) conduct a 
continuing study of the effectiveness and efficiency of the elementary and secondary 
educational system in the state. I think you need teacher voice in that. The same thing with 
c) coordinate communication among elementary and secondary education entities. I think 
that would be another key area where teacher voice is concerned. Support innovative 
education practices, that seems obvious, f) provide recommendations to all elementary and 
secondary education entities. I think those recommendations would carry a lot more weight 
if in fact teacher’s voices were at the table when they are being developed.  
 
Senator Oban: You don’t see the ability to contract this a little bit and then have 
subcommittees that would be doing those exact things? 
 
Nick Archuletta: I think for the big picture in terms of making sure – I mean the 
subcommittees are great and could be very effective and what Aimee suggested – nothing 
precludes this council from forming other subcommittees and bring in expert voices. I think 
as a council, dealing with education, the practitioners of that education include more than 
administrators and principals and athletic directors and so on. The teacher voice is very, very 
important.  
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(27:02) Chairman Schaible: Other testimony in favor of the bill. 
 
Elroy Burkle, Exec. Director of ND Small Organized Schools: See Attachment # 3. We 
go on record of supporting SB 2215. If you make the council too small, it is too restrictive.  
 
(30:15) Jeff Fastnacht, Asst. Superintendent Mandan Public Schools, Chair of the 
Education Technology Council, member of the Career and Tech Ed Board and the 
State Board of Public Education: See attachment #4.  I wear multiple hats. I stand in 
support of this bill.  
 
(34:14) Mark Wagner, Asst. Director of Department of Career and Technical Education 
for Wayde Sick: See Attachment # 5.  
 
(37:13) Senator Davison: Why is this size committee a concern, do you want a vote? 
 
Mark Wagner: Yes, I believe he (Wayde Sick) would like to be there for a vote. 
 
Senator Davison: Why don’t he just say that? We want to be on the council because we want 
a vote. It’s not just you, it is everybody. What we learned when we created the REAs, is there 
were too many people. We included everybody and if their sister wanted to come, and so, 
because everybody wanted to have a voice – but really – they wanted to have a vote. What 
we recognized is that there were only so many that really wanted it to succeed and they really 
knew what was going on and how to make it work. The smaller that you had that group, the 
more you got done because it was the doers that were there. The people that were there 
because they to just be there and at the end they got to vote – they didn’t do the work and 
that slowed the process down. That is the key to getting something off the ground. Everybody 
can have a voice – you can call, you can show up, you have NDCEL, you got CTE; there are 
all kinds of ways to have a voice. But at the end of the day, if it gets to big only half of the 
people will do the work and at the end of the day, it won’t be as successful. I appreciate you 
saying it is the vote. People want to vote, that is why they want to be on it. 
 
Mark Wagner: I don’t know if that was a question or not, but I would agree that my work with 
the REA in the northeast area and also with my work with CTE career and tech centers – we 
have some members that didn’t want a vote. They just wanted their students to go, but they 
didn’t want that, but the ones that wanted to get something done wanted that vote and work. 
 
Senator Davison: But the people that were there, and I’ll say the superintendents that were 
there, the people that didn’t worry about the vote – they trusted the people that were there. 
That’s what we are trying to do – build trust and build communication and for 25 people to 
show up and be on a council, that is a very difficult process. I would argue whether until 
recently whether that workforce council – how do you measure that has been successful – 
over the last 18 months I might agree with you – the previous three to five years, I might have 
some disagreement with you.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Seeing no more questions, thank you.  
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(40:56) Alexis Baxley, Exec. Director of ND School Boards Association: The school boards 
association stands in support of the bill.   
Luke Schafer, Missouri River Education Cooperative: I was on the REA representative 
on this group. Two things I would like to bring up regarding the size of the group and the roles 
of the group. First, it may not be the size of the group that is important, but, the role of the 
individuals, especially as you think about do you want a vote or voice, or do you want to be 
included in the discussion so that you can let the coordination council what you are capable 
of doing and what you are able to do when you go back to your agency. The chairman pointed 
out when the hearing was opened, each of the entities are really focused on their work and 
he kind of talked about a blind spot then, focused on that with tunnel vision allows each 
agency to do that work well, but having a coordination council, we want to be sure everyone 
can talk about what people can and can’t do. The second piece that I think is really important 
because 19-25 members is probably too big to be able to make change happen. There are 
a lot of groups that have ex-officio members, who have members that show up who contribute 
to discussion that don’t necessarily get a vote and they work very, very well. I know that I had 
in my two REAs I had a group of 15 as a board and a group 7 as a board – while the group 
of seven had many ex-officio members, we were able to a lot more with that group because 
of its smaller and everyone knew their function. As for the REAs, we certainly do favor being 
at the table.  
 
Senator Davison: Do you think there needs to be a Special Education person on this 
council?  
 
Luke Schafer: Again, I think if there are ex-officio members, people included whether it is 
through subcommittees or different setups, I think it would be very good as the official wall 
note taker during the meeting where some of these people came up – we were at about 37 
people on the list and go whittled down further. Special Ed was on the board. I know they are 
represented through NDCEL, but there are a lot of Special Ed Units and often they could 
benefit from the same things as you discussed with REAs when good things happen in one, 
it would be shared broadly.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Thank you.  
 
(44:48) Superintendent of Public Instruction Baesler: Every four years, I have an 
evaluation in my job performance that is dependent on how our students are doing. I would 
say that it is very, very important that we be successful. I could go on with a litany of 
experiences I have had on how important it is in order to have the imput and coordination 
and voice of all people involved. I would say that from my first days of working in a building 
and working with teachers, being on a board where we were the lowest performing class A 
high school in the state because there was so much discourse that was occurring in our 
district. We had to bring people together with teachers, school board members, park board, 
city commission and community to make sure that our students were doing well. In the state 
superintendent position, I could bring up the ESSA facilitation where we brought a very large 
group of people together to write the ESSA plan. Department of Public Instruction facilitated 
that work and the members of the committee wrote that plan for ND. SB 2186, as we went 
around with the administrators, legislators, state chamber and teacher’s union across the 
state to talk about how can we make education better. I will share with you the important 
effort we have to make sure that we have the voices coming together to do just as Chairman 
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Schaible said – share best practices, have input, respect each other, have a proper balance 
of a lot of different voices because there is not an example that I could give you where it 
wasn’t the  teachers working with the principals, working with the superintendents, working 
with the board, working with the families, working with the community where it was ever 
successful. We have a few people that could make policies, but that implementation of 
policies will go nowhere if you don’t have buy in on those policies. I will also share with you 
from my perspective as a state superintendent for ND that we are very different, and very 
unique from most other states. We have a very disaggregated operation of K12. In the 
majority of the states, the setup for distance education is part of the department of education. 
The career and technical education is part of the department of education. The REAs are 
part of the department of education. That is not the way it works in ND, so relationship 
building, the opportunity to come together has been something our department has really 
worked on. You may have seen an example or a product of that with the vision that we put 
together with the aligned initiative. It takes a tremendous amount of work, it takes a 
tremendous amount of effort and trust that is the most important thing. The size doesn’t 
matter, the trust level does. I’m just saying that it is worth the effort. Without it, nothing good 
- product will result.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Thank you.  
 
(48:21) Levi Bachmeier, Policy Director of ND Governor’s Office: I would like to reiterate 
everything that was shared here today. It is important to not only get the people who are 
working in the field together, but also those who are charged to Superintendent Baesler’s 
point in the room as well. I think one of the things we learned – the governor’s office – shortly 
after taking office, the governor has a lot of ideas and like to move very quickly. I think it as 
just as important for those who are working here in the capitol what is going well and what 
needs improvement and how can we work together as much as bringing those folks who are 
working in the field to discuss what it actually looks like. It is so important that everyone is 
included. Bringing this work group together and hearing the conversation makes more 
confident than ever that this group can make a difference. I think that there should and will 
be some rigorous conversation on what is the right balance of members vs. ex officio, 
representatives from the field and balancing all those entities. We have a strong coordinating 
council, but I think it is going to come down to leadership. The workforce development council 
was less guided by the specific parameters, members, and goals and by the leadership of 
the people that came together that said we have a problem as it relates to workforce in the 
state and we need to do something serious about that. Very excited for the potential that this 
holds. The only thing the governor asked me to add here today is that he would advocate for 
consideration of a student to participate in the conversation, whether that would be as an ex 
officio or voting member.  
 
Hearing closed on SB 2215 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to the creation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination 
council; relating to the center for distance education, the student information system, the 
definition of administrative agency, and the statewide longitudinal data system committee; 
and to repeal A section relating to the educational technology council. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1 & #2-Davison 

 
A subcommittee of the Senate Education met to discuss of SB 2215. Senator The discussion 
centered on the wording of the bill and how at the proposed coordinating council would 
operate, the number of members and the individuals that would be part of the council. 
Senator Davison provided the subcommittee a copy NDCC 15.1-09.1 to help other members 
of the subcommittee how the REAs were established and individuals working for the REAs 
were not part of the human resources department of the state of ND. The committee also 
reviewed the goals of the Workforce Development Council to develop goals for the 
coordinating council. See Attachments #1 & #2 supplied by Senator Davison.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to the creation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination 
council; relating to the center for distance education, the student information system, the 
definition of administrative agency, and the statewide longitudinal data system committee; 
and to repeal A section relating to the educational technology council. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. 1,2-Schaible 

 
Chairman Schaible: Committee, let’s look as SB 2215. See Attachments #1 and #2. Senators 
Davison and Oban will explain the amendment and the bill. 
 
Motion by Davison second by Oban to adopt amendment 19.0584.01002. 
 
Roll call taken: Yeas 7; Nays 0; Absent 0. 
 
Amendment 19.0584.01002 is adopted. 
 
Motion by Davison, second by Oban to Do Pass as amended SB 2215. 
 
Roll call taken: Yeas 7; Nays 0; Absent 0. 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Davison will be the carrier. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2215 

Page 1, line 15, after the first "of' insert "the center for distance education" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "supervision" and insert immediately thereafter "authority" 

Page 1, line 16, remove "state board for career and" 

Page 1, line 17, remove "technical education" 

Page 1, line 17, overstrike "shall" and insert immediately thereafter "director of the department 
of career and technical education may" 

Page 1, line 17, overstrike "a state director of' and insert immediately thereafter "administration 
and staff for" 

Page 1, line 18, overstrike "director" and insert immediately thereafter "administration" 

Page 1, line 18, overstrike "the director's" and insert immediately thereafter "its" 

Page 1, line 19, overstrike "the administration of' and insert immediately thereafter 
"administering" 

Page 1, line 20, after "education" insert ", under the supervision of the director of the 
department of career and technical education and in compliance with requirements 
established by the superintendent of public instruction and the education standards 
and practices board. The state board for career and technical education shall 
administer the responsibilities of the board of a school district relating to the center for 
distance education" 

Page 2, line 9, remove "presiding officer or executive director of the kindergarten" 

Page 2, line 10, remove "through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 2, line 10, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "director of the 
department of career and technical education" 

Page 2, line 12, overstrike "The state treasurer shall make periodic transfers upon order" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 13 through 15 

Page 2, line 16, overstrike "The" 

Page 2, line 16, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 17 through 22 

Page 2, line 23, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 24 through 30 

Page 3, line 1, overstrike "3." 

Page 3, line 1, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 3, line 2, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "state board for career and 
technical education" 
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Page 3, line 7, overstrike the first "council" and insert immediately thereafter "board" 

Page 3, line 7, overstrike the second "council" and insert immediately thereafter "board" 

Page 3, line 9, overstrike "state director of the" 

Page 3, line 11, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve" 

Page 3, line 12, remove "education coordination" 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "state board for career 
and technical education" 

Page 3, line 19, remove "The kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination council 
shall coordinate" 

Page 3, remove lines 20 and 21 

Page 3, line 22, remove "�" 

Page 3, line 22, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 3, line 23, replace "Two" with "Three" 

Page 3, line 23, after "assembly" insert ", one of whom must be a member of the minority 
Q.gcty,_'' 

Page 3, line 27, replace "director" with "president" 

Page 3, line 27, replace "department of' with "state board for" 

Page 3, line 27, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 3, line 29, replace "executive director" with "president of the board" 

Page 3, line 30, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 1, remove "The executive director of the education standards and practices board 
or the" 

Page 4, remove line 2 

Page 4, line 3, remove "g_,_" 

Page 4, line 3, replace "director" with "president of the board" 

Page 4, line 3, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 4, replace "h." with "g_,_" 

Page 4, line 4, replace "director" with "president of the board" 

Page 4, line 4, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 6, replace "L." with "h." 

Page 4, line 6, replace "director" with "president of the board" 

Page 4, line 6, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 8, replace "1" with "L." 

Page 4, line 8, replace "based upon recommendations made by" with an underscored colon 
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Page 4, replace lines 9 through 21 with: 

"ill An individual representing the statewide longitudinal data 
system committee: 

ill An individual representing a tribal school: 

Q)_ An individual employed as a public school administrator: 

ffi An individual employed as a public school principal: 

.(fil An individual employed as a public school teacher: 

@). A director of a special education unit: and 

ill A director of a regional education association." 

Page 4, line 22, replace "4." with "3." 

Page 4, line 25, replace "§.,_" with "4." 

Page 4, line 26, replace "6." with "§.,_" 

Page 5, line 5, replace "7." with "6." 

Page 5, line 5, remove the underscored colon . 
Page 5, line 6, replace "� Hire" with "hire" 

Page 5, replace lines 7 through 13 with: 

"7. The council shall: 

a. Assist in the implementation, dissemination, and communication of the 
statewide strategic vision and evaluate progress toward meeting the 
identified goals and strategies. 

tL Perform a continuous review of the effectiveness and efficiency of 
access and delivery of education services and programs in the state. 

c. Identify opportunities for increased collaboration among state 
education entities and stakeholders. 

g,. Identify gaps or duplications in education services and programs and 
provide recommendations for addressing those gaps or duplications. 

e. Study and evaluate new and emerging educational initiatives and 
trends and provide recommendations for policy changes to state 
entities or the legislative assembly if necessary. 

t Support the implementation, dissemination, and communication of 
local or regional educational initiatives and practices, including 
innovative education programs, on a statewide level. 

� Establish a one-stop communication and information hub to provide 
the public and interested parties with seamless access to state entities 
that deliver education services and programs. 

1l. Develop and utilize subcommittees as needed. 
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L. Seek advice and input from interested parties not appointed to the 
council as needed." 

Renumber accordingly 
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Insert LC: 19.0584.01003 Title: 02000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2215: Education Committee (Sen. Schaible, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS 

AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 
0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2215 was placed on the Sixth order on the 
calendar. 

Page 1, line 15, after the first "of' insert "the center for distance education" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "supervision" and insert immediately thereafter "authority" 

Page 1, line 16, remove "state board for career and" 

Page 1, line 17, remove "technical education" 

Page 1, line 17, overstrike "shall" and insert immediately thereafter "director of the 
department of career and technical education may" 

Page 1, line 17, overstrike "a state director of' and insert immediately thereafter 
"administration and staff for'' 

Page 1, line 18, overstrike "director'' and insert immediately thereafter "administration" 

Page 1, line 18, overstrike "the director's" and insert immediately thereafter "its" 

Page 1, line 19, overstrike "the administration of' and insert immediately thereafter 
"administering" 

Page 1, line 20, after "education" insert", under the supervision of the director of the 
department of career and technical education and in compliance with requirements 
established by the superintendent of public instruction and the education standards 
and practices board. The state board for career and technical education shall 
administer the responsibilities of the board of a school district relating to the center 
for distance education" 

Page 2, line 9, remove "presiding officer or executive director of the kindergarten" 

Page 2, line 10, remove "through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 2, line 10, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "director of the 
department of career and technical education" 

Page 2, line 12, overstrike "The state treasurer shall make periodic transfers upon order" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 13 through 15 

Page 2, line 16, overstrike "The" 

Page 2, line 16, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 17 through 22 

Page 2, line 23, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 24 through 30 

Page 3, line 1, overstrike "3." 

Page 3, line 1, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 3, line 2, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "state board for career 
and technical education" 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_22_002 
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Insert LC: 19.0584.01003 Title: 02000 

Page 3, line 7, overstrike the first "council" and insert immediately thereafter "board" 

Page 3, line 7, overstrike the second "council" and insert immediately thereafter "board" 

Page 3, line 9, overstrike "state director of the" 

Page 3, line 11, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve" 

Page 3, line 12, remove "education coordination" 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "state board for career 
and technical education" 

Page 3, line 19, remove "The kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination 
council shall coordinate" 

Page 3, remove lines 20 and 21 

Page 3, line 22, remove "3." 

Page 3, line 22, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 3, line 23, replace "Two" with "Three" 

Page 3, line 23, after "assembly" insert ", one of whom must be a member of the minority 
Qfil!y." 

Page 3, line 27, replace "director" with "president" 

Page 3, line 27, replace "department of' with "state board for" 

Page 3, line 27, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 3, line 29, replace "executive director" with "president of the board" 

Page 3, line 30, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 1, remove "The executive director of the education standards and practices 
board or the" 

Page 4, remove line 2 

Page 4, line 3, remove "g.:." 

Page 4, line 3, replace "director" with "president of the board" 

Page 4, line 3, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 4, replace ".tL" with "g,_" 

Page 4, line 4, replace "director" with "president of the board" 

Page 4, line 4, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 6, replace "L" with ".tL" 

Page 4, line 6, replace "director" with "president of the board" 

Page 4, line 6, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 8, replace "i" with "L" 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 2 s_stcomrep_22_002 
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Insert LC: 19.0584.01003 Title: 02000 

Page 4, line 8, replace "based upon recommendations made by" with an underscored colon 

Page 4, replace lines 9 through 21 with: 

"ill An individual representing the statewide longitudinal data 
system committee: 

m An individual representing a tribal school: 

.Q)_ An individual employed as a public school administrator: 

® An individual employed as a public school principal: 

.{fil An individual employed as a public school teacher: 

.(fil A director of a special education unit: and 

ill A director of a regional education association." 

Page 4, line 22, replace "4." with "g_,_" 

Page 4, line 25, replace "§_,_" with "4." 

Page 4, line 26, replace "6. " with "§_,_" 

Page 5, line 5, replace "L." with "6. " 

Page 5, line 5, remove the underscored colon 

Page 5, line 6, replace "g_,_ Hire" with "hire" 

Page 5, replace lines 7 through 13 with: 

"7. The council shall: 

a. Assist in the implementation. dissemination, and communication of 
the statewide strategic vision and evaluate progress toward meeting 
the identified goals and strategies. 

b. Perform a continuous review of the effectiveness and efficiency of 
access and delivery of education services and programs in the state. 

c. Identify opportunities for increased collaboration among state 
education entities and stakeholders. 

g,_ Identify gaps or duplications in education services and programs and 
provide recommendations for addressing those gaps or duplications. 

� Study and evaluate new and emerging educational initiatives and 
trends and provide recommendations for policy changes to state 
entities or the legislative assembly if necessary. 

f. Support the implementation, dissemination. and communication of 
local or regional educational initiatives and practices, including 
innovative education programs, on a statewide level. 

9.:. Establish a one-stop communication and information hub to provide 
the public and interested parties with seamless access to state 
entities that deliver education services and programs . 

.b.,_ Develop and utilize subcommittees as needed. 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 3 s_stcomrep_22_002 
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Insert LC: 19.0584.01003 Title: 02000 

L. Seek advice and input from interested parties not appointed to the 
council as needed." 

Renumber accordingly 
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2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Education Committee 
Coteau A Room, State Capitol 

SB 2215 
3/12/2019 

33568 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk:  Bev Monroe 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to creation of K-12 education coordination council; relating to the center for 
distance education, the student information system, the definition of administrative agency, 
and statewide longitudinal data system committee; relating to educational technology council 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

 
Chairman Owens: Opened the hearing on SB 2215. 
 
Sen. Don Schaible: (Attachment 1)        
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee? 
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  Would the idea be that this committee take on some of the work 
that is currently being done by interim committees of the legislature and task force by the 
Governor, or are we going to have more duplication? 
 
Sen. Schaible:  I see it as a collaboration between the two.  The best thing to do is to get 
these people together right away and have the information brought in.  I see it as a time 
saver.   
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  Anyone else in support of SB 2215? 
 
Aimee Copas, NDCEL: (Attachment 2) 
 
Chairman Owens: Any questions from the committee?   
 
Jeff Fastnacht, Assistant Superintendent, Mandan Public School District and 
Chairman, North Dakota Education Technology Council: (Attachment 3)  
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  Anyone else in support? 
 
ElRoy Burkle, ND Small Organized Schools: (Attachment 4) 
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Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  Anyone else in support of SB 2215? 
 
Amy DeKok, In-house Legal Counsel, North Dakota School Board Association:  
NDSBA supports the creation of the Coordination Council and any effort to encourage a 
collaboration among school districts, REAs, state agencies and other education 
stakeholders.  end -17:45 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee? 
 
Matthew Lonn, Director of Statewide Programs, ND Center for Distance Education: 
(Attachment 5) end 24:20 
  
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?   
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  Was a member of CDE represented in the previous Governor’s 
Commission on Education? 
 
Matthew Lonn:  Yes, we were a part of the initial committee. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson: If you move under the auspices of the CTE and they are a member of 
the new K-12 Coordination Council, can CTE not adequately represent the interests of the 
Center for Distance Education? 
 
Matthew Lonn:  As the bill is worded, a representative of the Career and Technical Education 
board or the board’s designee can be represented on the Council.  Our concern is that with 
that board member representing both CTE and CDE, CDE is not CTE.  North Dakota CDE 
offers many different services that NDCTE does not.  That is our concern that we would be 
buried under another layer.  This was some of the reasoning.  Moving us toward Career and 
Tech is that it removes some of the initial layers that were in place when we were under ITD.  
The best was to describe it is that we are not Career and Tech.  Even though under the state 
bureaucracy it would put us underneath them, we provide something unique that they don’t.  
end 26:30 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  Was a member of ETC on the Governor’s Commission on Education 
as well as Center for Distance Education? 
 
Matthew Lonn:  Yes, I believe so. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?   Any others in support of SB 2215? 
 
Rod Backman, State Association of Non-Public Schools (SANS): (Attachment 6)    
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee? 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  Were non-public schools represented on the previous Governor’s 
Commission on Education? 
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Rod Backman:  I think there was someone from a for-profit, private education.   There was 
no one from the SANS group. 
 
Chairman Owens:   Any further questions of the committee?  Anyone else in support?   Any 
opposition?   Any neutral testimony?   We’ll close the hearing on SB 2215. 
 
 
  
 



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Education Committee 
Coteau A Room, State Capitol 

SB 2215 
3/20/2019 

34054 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk:   Bev Monroe 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
A bill relating to creation of K-12 education coordination council; relating to the center for 
distance education, the student information system, the definition of administrative agency, 
and statewide longitudinal data system committee; relating to educational technology council  
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Chairman Owens:  Opened committee work on SB 2215. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  This is the Christmas tree version.  The reason 
why sections 1 and 2 are removed is because they occur in SB 2216.  It was quite confusing.  
The exact language is in SB 2216 and there is more to that bill.  The sponsor of the bill said 
he wanted to assure everyone that it was being moved or changed.  It was confusing so it 
was removed. (Attachment 1) 
 
There are no corrections or amendments on page 3.  Page 4 is clean and page 5, line 22, ‘j’ 
is added as one of the duties of the coordination council.  On line 30 of page 5 – in taking out 
the use of “Power School” there are some exceptions to those schools who used a system 
and they allowed it to the whole language of the bill had to be in there.  We amended it and 
it is going to a conference committee. 
 
Rep. Michelle Strinden:  I don’t see non-public schools included.  Is that included in the 
amended version?    
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck: The non-public schools are not included in the 
amended version.  In discussion with a couple other people who were very instrumental in 
producing this bill, this bill can go to conference committee as well as we have changed the 
bill.  There is the opportunity in here to put them on committees.  There are subcommittees 
advised that this coordination council can do, etc.   They will have the opportunity also, any 
home education can too.  The first place it will go to is the coordination council. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  It could be all encompassing. 
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Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Also under ‘h’, they have subcommittees which 
may be membership, but they can use anybody and get information from anybody that they 
would want to or they would ask.  At this point we did not add them in. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson: I think both of them would come under 7 b in that category of the 
effectiveness of delivery. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further comments or questions? 
 
Representative Denton Zubke:  I’ll move Amendment .02002 to SB 2215. 
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  Seconded. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions? 
 
Rep. Brandy Pyle:  Did we address any child psychologist or anything on the behavioral 
health side to be included on this board in item 2? 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck: There are units in special education and normally 
a lot of those people are involved with the special education units.   
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions? 
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  We have been talking during the last couple of months about the 
importance of behavioral health services and special education.  With the theme we have 
had here regarding behavioral health, it would be a brilliant addition.  
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  There is a portion in here that looks at the 
strategic vision.  That is one of the factors in strategic vision, heavy behavioral health.  They 
are not disregarded in here.  Also, a lot of the counselors, the REAs for the smaller schools 
have a director of regional education association.  They can be added at any point for any 
piece. 
 
Rep. Brandy Pyle:  I still think we need to have them. 
 
Chairman Owens:  I do have a change in that same paragraph.  I’m going to save it for the 
conference committee as I know there will be more than that they will want to talk about. 
     
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  We had another request for addition to the 
membership, too, and that isn’t included. 
 
Chairman Owens:  On page 3, section 1, paragraph 2 a, ‘three members of the legislative 
assembly, one of whom must be a member of the minority party, selected by the legislative 
management;’.  You know they are going to want that it be selected by the majority leaders 
of both chambers.  This is the amendment in front of us now.  Any further discussion? 
 
A Voice Vote was taken.  The motion carried and the bill was set aside for further 
discussion.  
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      Committee Clerk:   Bev Monroe 

 
Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
A bill relating to creation of K-12 education coordination council; relating to the center for 
distance education, the student information system, the definition of administrative agency, 
and statewide longitudinal data system committee; relating to educational technology council 
 
Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 
 
Chairman Owens:  Opened the meeting on SB 2215 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  If you look at SB 2215 amendment .02005, the 
Christmas tree version and the plain amendment on one sheet.   We moved the .02002 
amendments on 3-20-19, and this is another set of amendments that are fairly simple 
because they encompass every amendment we did on .02002 plus a couple of pieces on 
how it redefined how the legislative people would be appointed to this committee.   On page 
3, line 23; added on page 4, line 13, added (8) A behavioral health representative from the 
department of human services; and if this replaces that amendment it doesn’t show it in here.  
We had added a ‘j’ on page 5, which is no longer there.  In speaking with one of the bill 
sponsors he said he didn’t want to see that in there.  It might cause more questions from the 
House side as well.  Instead of right now there is the resolution HCR 3011, which is to review 
all of the 15.1 code.  He just wanted to be just assigned as a task.  (Attachment 1) 
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  If the majority leaders are picking their members, why aren’t the 
minority leaders picking their members? 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  I asked him to put that in there and he didn’t.  He 
should change that.   
 
Chairman Owens:  There is only one minority position so the Senate and the House have 
to come together to pick it. 
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  It says ‘through coordination between the majority leaders’. 
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Chairman Owens:  That was supposed to say ‘minority leaders’.  You are absolutely right.  
Why would the majority want to select the minority member?  That was a typo.  That change 
can be made now.   
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  We can strike on page 3, line 26, where it says 
‘majority leaders’ it should say ‘minority leaders’.   
 
Rep. Pat D. Heinert:  What happens if there are (inaudible) parties? 
 
Chairman Owens: That is a good point.  In theory you could have the majority party as the 
Republicans in the House and the majority party as the Democrats in the Senate.  Then the 
minority in both houses collaborating on who the minority would be, but it has to be a minority 
of the chamber. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Mr. Chairman, I actually wanted two and two, 
one majority and one minority out of the Senate and one majority and one minority out of the 
House.  That would solve that problem, but we would have to reword this.   I can reword this.  
That is the only way we would eliminate that situation.   
 
In talking to the other bill sponsor, he wasn’t too happy when I wanted that, but I think it works 
well.  Then when the full committee is there you would have nineteen.  
 
Chairman Owens:  It would state ‘the member of the majority party from each chamber 
selected by the respective leader and a member of the minority party from each chamber 
selected by the respective leader.  You will have to delete 3 and put 4 in. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  In the original SB 2215, which would move distance education from 
ETC to Career and Technical.  That won’t be happening anymore?  Correct? 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  That is in SB 2216.  This was repetitive 
information that was included in this bill.  Does everyone understand the change in the 
amendment to the two and two?  Any other questions? 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson: What was wrong with the way it was? 
  
Chairman Owens:  The issue was that it said ‘and one member of the minority party 
coordinated by the minority parties of both chambers’.  What happens when those parties 
are different? 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  (inaudible) 
  
Chairman Owens:  They never reach agreement.   
 
Representative Denton Zubke:  I’ll Move that we amend SB 2215 with the proposed 
amendments in .02005 with the reference changes – the word changing on the minority 
representative. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Is there a second? 
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Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Seconded. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:   What’s wrong if they would have a republican and a democrat? 
 
Chairman Owens:  There is only one slot, so you can’t have both of them in there.  For that 
minority there is only one slot. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck: didn’t turn microphone on 
 
Representative Denton Zubke: no microphone 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  inaudible 
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  Can you restate what the amendment was? 
 
Chairman Owens:  What it said was ‘one majority party member from each chamber 
selected by their respective leader and one minority party member from each chamber 
selected by their respective leader’.  That is what we changed it to.  On line 22 where it says 
three you change it to four.  It will make the council a total of nineteen.   
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  It’s going to be a two and two? 
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  Everybody else on the council is probably over-representative of 
who they are representing but we want all those people on there so we have different aspects 
looking at this education policy. 
 
Chairman Owens:  SB 2215 is solidifying the focus that occurred during the interim where 
everybody in the education industry in North Dakota was brought together around the table 
to get a singular focus on educating children, save homeschoolers and private school.  It 
does represent everyone else involving K-12.  It’s taking away a committee that just dealt 
with district border disagreements or annexes and turned it into the K-12 coordinating 
committee.  That is to put it in statute so it continues and it is not just an interim event.  Any 
other questions? 
 
A Voice Vote was taken and the motion carried to adopt an amendment on SB 2215 
 
Representative Denton Zubke:  I’ll move a Do Pass on SB 2215 as Amended.   
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Seconded. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any discussion? 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken:  Yes  14, No  0, Absent  0.  A Do Pass motion carried with 
Rep. Schreiber-Beck carrying the bill. 
 
 



19.0584.02002 
Title.03000 

DP �/::i-G/(7 
Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Schreiber-Beck 

March 20, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2215 

Page 1, line 3, replace "sections 15-19-02 and 15-19-06, subsection 1" with "subsections 1 
and 2" 

Page 1, line 5, remove "the center for distance education," 

Page 1, remove lines 10 through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 3, remove lines 1 through 15 

Page 5, after line 21, insert: 

"1. Review title 15.1 and provide a report annually, along with 
recommendations for any necessary legislation, to a committee 
designated by the legislative management." 

Page 5, line 26, overstrike "acquire PowerSchool" 

Page 5, line 27, overstrike "through" and insert immediately thereafter "implement the state 
student information system administered by" 

Page 5, line 29, overstrike "PowerSchool" and insert immediately thereafter "the state student 
information system" 

Page 5, after line 29, insert: 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 15.1-07-33 of the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2. The superintendent of public instructionctatewide longitudinal data system 
committee may exempt a school district from having to acquireimplement 
and utilize PowerSchoolthe state student information system if the school 
district demonstrates that, in� 

f!..:. The district has acquired and is using a student information system 
determined to be compatible with the statewide longitudinal data 
system: or 

b. ln accordance with requirements of the bureau of Indian education, 
the district has acquired and is utilizing a student information system 
that is determined to be comparable by the superintendent." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 19.0584.02002 
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Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Schreiber-Beck 

March 25, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2215 

Page 1, line 3, replace "sections 15-19-02 and 15-19-06, subsection 1" with "subsections 1 
and 2" 

Page 1, line 5, remove "the center for distance education," 

Page 1, remove lines 10 through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 3, remove lines 1 through 15 

Page 3, line 22, remove "of whom must be a" 

Page 3, line 23, replace "minority party" with "house of representatives" 

Page 3, line 23, replace "legislative management" with "majority leader of the house of 
representatives, one member of the senate selected by the majority leader of the 
senate, and one member of the minority party selected through coordination between 
the majority leaders of each chamber" 

Page 4, line 12, remove "and" 

Page 4, line 13, after "association" insert: ": and 

.{fil A behavioral health representative from the department of 
human services" 

Page 5, line 26, overstrike "acquire PowerSchool" 

Page 5, line 27, overstrike "through" and insert immediately thereafter "implement the state 
student information system administered by" 

Page 5, line 29, overstrike "PowerSchool" and insert immediately thereafter "the state student 
information system" 

Page 5, after line 29, insert: 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 15.1-07-33 of the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2. The superintendent of public instructionstatewide longitudinal data system 
committee may exempt a school district from having to acquireimplement 
and utilize PowerSchoolthe state student information system if the school 
district demonstrates that, in� 

a. The district has acquired and is using a student information system 
determined to be compatible with the statewide longitudinal data 
system: or 

� ln accordance with requirements of the bureau of Indian education, 
the district has acquired and is utilizing a student information system 
that is determined to be comparable by the superintendent." 

Page No. 1 19.0584.02005 



Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 2 19.0584.02005 
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Adopted by the House Education Committee /bf� 
March 26, 2019 

PROPOSED A MENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2215 

Page 1, line 3, replace "sections 15-19-02 and 15-19-06, subsection 1" with "subsections 1 
and 2" 

Page 1, line 5, remove "the center for distance education," 

Page 1, remove lines 10 through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 3, remove lines 1 through 15 

Page 3, line 22, replace "Three" with "Four" 

Page 3, line 22, remove "of whom must be a" 

Page 3, line 23, replace "minority party, selected by the legislative management" with "majority 
party from each chamber of the legislative assembly, selected by the respective 
majority leader of the chamber, and one member of the minority party from each 
chamber of the legislative assembly, selected by the respective minority leader of the 
chamber" 

Page 4, line 12, remove "and" 

Page 4, line 13, after "association" insert: ": and 

.{fil A behavioral health representative from the department of 
human services" 

Page 5, line 26, overstrike "acquire PowerSchool" 

Page 5, line 27, overstrike "through" and insert immediately thereafter "implement the state 
student information system administered by" 

Page 5, line 29, overstrike "PowerSchool" and insert immediately thereafter "the state student 
information system" 

Page 5, after line 29, insert: 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 15.1-07-33 of the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2. The superintendent of publio instruotionstatewide longitudinal data system 
committee may exempt a school district from having to aequireimplement 
and utilize PO't11erSehoolthe state student information system if the school 
district demonstrates that, in� 

§.,. The district has acquired and is using a student information system 
determined to be compatible with the statewide longitudinal data 
system: or 

b. In accordance with requirements of the bureau of Indian education, 
the district has acquired and is utilizing a student information system 
that is determined to be comparable by the superintendent." 

19.0584.02006 



Renumber accordingly 
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2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. M { f(' 

D Subcommittee 

Date: 3-.1c - I '1 
Roll Call Vote #: .1_ 

Committee 

Amendment LC# or Description: __ ,_q_,_0_5_8_._n�r?_O_O_o<. __________ _ 
Recommendation: � Adopt Amendment 

D Do Pass D Do Not Pass 
D As Amended 
D Place on Consent Calendar 

Other Actions: D Reconsider 

Representatives Yes No 
Chairman M.  Owens 
V. Chair. Schreiber-Beck 
Rep. Heinert 
Rep. Hoverson 
Rep. D. Johnson 
Rep. M. Johnson 
Rep. Johnston 
Rep. Langmuir 
Rep. Marschall 
Rep. Pyle 
Rep. Strinden 
Rep. Zubke 

No 

D Without Committee Recommendation 
D Rerefer to Appropriations 

D 

v 
Representatives Yes No 

Rep. Guaaisbera 
Rep. Hager 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ----------- ---------------
I 

Floor Assignment 10 1 cc 
If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILURESOLUTION NO. 2-2.. ( 5 

Date: .3-21.o - I CJ 
Roll Call Vote #: _{ _ 

House Education Committee 

D Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: l q , 058,j' . OZ 005 - w or� c}1u,J�CJYl. 
. mir'lor,lj rep 4-i Lie--

Recommendation : � Adopt Amendment 
D Do Pass D Do Not Pass D Without Committee Recommendation 

Other Actions: 

D As Amended D Rerefer to Appropriations 
D Place on Consent Calendar 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new section to chapter 15.1-01 of the North 
Dakota Century Code, relating to the creation of the kindergarten through grade twelve 

education coordination council; to amend and reenact subsections 1 and 2 of section 
15.1-07-33, subsection 2 of section 28-32-01, and subsection 1 of section 54-59-33 of 

the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the student information system, the 
definition of administrative agency, and the statewide longitudinal data system 
committee; and to repeal sections 54-59-17 and 54-59-18 of the North Dakota Century 

Code, relating to the educational technology council. 

 
 

Minutes:                                                 No Attachments 

 
 
Chairman Davison calls the Conference Committee to order on SB 2215. All members were 
present: Senator Davison (Chairman), Senator Schaible, Senator Oban, Representative 
Owens, Representative Schreiber-Beck and Representative Hager. 
 
Chairman Davison: Please go over your final version and the amendments that you made. 
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: With the 2006 version, we took out section 1 which was 
related to moving that center for distance education for career and tech to career and tech. 
Then we go to the Kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination council. That’s 
basically where the new version of the bill begins. Section 2 changed from three members of 
the legislative assembly to four and did the appointment of those in a different manner 
because the majority and minority parties may change, so we wanted to address that. Also 
on the group we added a behavioral health representative from the Department of Human 
Resources. They wanted to address having someone with some counseling background on 
there, especially with behavioral health. Section 2 on page 5, PowerSchool could no longer 
be utilized, so we had to amend that section to include the prior bill that had not been passed 
and signed by the Governor yet. 
 
Chairman Davison: As you went through and added the behavioral health representative, 
how did the discussion go in relation to the ability to call people forward and have a discussion 
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about a particular topic versus perhaps actually voting on how somebody might be hired, 
who would be hired or how we’re going to roll out this council? How did you see that in the 
discussion? 
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: We thought if we’re going to work on anything that related 
to behavioral issues, we should call upon the department of human services so we don’t get 
ahead of ourselves and see what they can help provide within the school settings. 
 
Chairman Davison: With the coordinating council and its members, we were trying to 
determine which ones we could call up and bring to the meeting based on what the agenda 
is, and which ones do we actually want to be voting and determining how this council will 
move forward. For example, in regards to hiring an executive director. That’s some of the 
discussion we had on the Senate side. With behavioral health, do we add to that or is that 
someone that we just call forward as the behavioral health issues are on the agenda? 
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: We had some of that discussion, but it was felt that the 
group wanted a behavioral health representative on there. Therefore, the committee moved 
forward and added that in. 
 
Representative Owens: I’ve reminded the committee that everything we’ve done this 
session has involved a little bit of behavioral health, and this is not an issue that’s going away. 
The focus used to be if you can teach a kid how to read, you can teach them anything, and 
now it’s if you can get them to behave, you can teach them to read. With that focus, it seems 
that this is rapidly becoming an integral part of k12. 
 
Chairman Davison: I agree. I would argue that the director of special education that’s on the 
board could have a discussion in regards to some of the behavioral challenges. Then as you 
identify those challenges, you can bring whatever behavioral health representative you need. 
It may be a different person with a different type of expertise. 
 
Representative Hager: When we were talking about behavioral health, I was thinking more 
of a school counselor. To me that is distinctively different from special education 
representatives. 
 
Senator Oban: I think this discussion goes to Senator Davison’s point in that by naming the 
exact person who would be sitting on this council full time whenever they meet rather than 
calling people in who may be appropriate to the conversation, it doesn’t provide the kind of 
flexibility to have it be a school counselor, a behavioral health specialist or someone who 
might be better suited for specific agenda items. We were trying to make it as limited of a 
council as possible with the number of people on it, and there’s merit in having someone 
there who specializes in behavioral health, but that is just one of the five initiatives on the 
state-wide vision as well. We don’t have a reading specialist. 
 
Representative Owens: I agree with Senator Oban on narrowing the committee because 
the larger the committee, the less consensus. The reason this was in here from the 
department of human services is we’re talking about coordinating council for the entire state. 
Human services has been working to bring together all the components associated with 
behavioral health, identify all the resources around the state and bring them together. They’re 
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building a plan not just to help education, but to help other venues across the state with 
behavioral health. That’s why I agreed to this because they’re becoming the center point for 
behavioral health in that aspect and would know all the different touchpoints around the state 
and bring it to the committee. That was my personal focus of including them. 
 
(9:50) Chairman Davison: Will this coordinating council be able to adopt bylaws and conduct 
business? Will they be able to receive monies? There isn’t any of that in there. 
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: Correct, that is not in there. Any of the directives is to the 
operations of that particular coordination council other than the executive director. 
 
Chairman Davison: Does the conference committee think that’s something we need to look 
into a little bit? 
 
Senator Schaible: I believe in the DPI budget, there is some money in there for a position 
and a half designated for this. 
 
Chairman Davison: How do they receive that money and determine a fiscal agent? If they 
happen to offer some state-wide training because they received a grant from the DPI, do they 
have the ability to receive money and do that whole process? Do we need to allow them to 
adopt bylaws to be able to receive those dollars? Do we see this organization growing? 
 
Senator Schaible: It’s going to be run through someone’s budget or agency, perhaps career 
and tech or DPI. I’m not sure where it’s going to end up because it’s not completed yet. 
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: Because it’s replacing and going into one of the 
administrative agencies, they’re referencing various parts of code. It’s replacing the 
educational technology, so I’m going to guess that that might be there. 
 
Chairman Davison: I think it needs a little bit of research. We have different models set up. 
The education technology council was set up with a different model than how regional 
education associations were set up. Do you want to create another state organization where 
you’re having to go through the state HR system and abide by all of the state rules in regards 
to employment? Is this organization going to able to adopt its own bylaws, conduct its own 
business and form some kind of joint powers agreement eventually that has more flexibility 
and can stay out of the state system so that it can hire the people it needs in order to be 
flexible and grow in the way that we want it to be able to grow? These are the important 
things to discuss so we’re not pigeonholed once we hire an executive director. Once we get 
into that state system, some of the frustrations that the current executive branch has is how 
to move people and be more agile in what they’re doing because of the restrictions of the 
state HR system. 
 
Representative Owens: We didn’t talk about how it would hire because it’s a board 
appointed by the governor, so therefore he’s essentially hiring everybody. I assumed they 
would be hired under the state personnel office as far as this. I thought this was a coordination 
council to coordinate activities around the state, and they wouldn’t have per say a budget of 
their own to direct things specifically. I thought they were coming together to coordinate 
between all the different entities in the state that are in our k12 system, find better solutions 
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and suggest best practices which would include the REAs, k12s, k8s, k5s, the rural areas, 
the cities and having the uniqueness of each school. This is to help coordinate so that we 
don’t fund duplication. I’m confused by its growth and needing money to grow and build 
something. 
 
Chairman Davison: It doesn’t have to be anything more than what you just explained. I was 
suggesting that however you set this up is how you’re going to limit what it can be, and if you 
want to limit what it can be, that’s okay, we just need to make that decision. I want to make 
sure that we’re philosophically on the same page as to what this could be. 
 
Representative Owens: I do see one area being does this council have any real teeth? 
That’s the only thing I see possibly missing out of it. If they come together and decide this is 
the best practice and should be implemented across the state, how do they do that if they 
don’t have teeth? 
 
Chairman Davison: One other topic is we don’t require how often this organization meets. 
Do they meet quarterly or annually? 
 
Senator Oban: In my mind, this informally happened over the last interim where these groups 
came together in an effort to start better communicating and identifying some of these 
possible gaps. There was a desire to make this more structured and more formal. The 
workforce development council is comparable. Do we micromanage to the point where we 
tell them how often they have to meet? We did a lot of work in the Senate trying to define 
what the council should be doing to try to give it a little bit more direction on what we’re hoping 
for, and frankly, almost all of those were replicated from looking at the workforce development 
council in trying to translate that into how we better serve the needs in k12 education. 
Representative Schreiber-Beck, I know you’re a member. Could you address this? 
 
(19:30) Representative Schreiber-Beck: Yes. I am a member, and it’s an extremely large 
group. We work on projects, so we meet at the call of who’s in charge at the time. It’s left up 
to the group per say, but there’s some federal pieces that are enacted in that to the workforce 
development council. Here it’s a little bit different. I think it was defined somewhat of what the 
expectations of the council are, and it’s an ongoing event specific to what they want to look 
at. I’m under 28-32-01 looking at agencies. I think that we probably need to purview that 
before we make any decisions to change the bill at this time. 
 
Senator Oban: The workforce development council came out with an incredible 
documentation that was meant to be a guide for future legislation. While they don’t have teeth 
to necessarily enact certain things, they did a lot of the leg work that if we were full time 
legislatures, we would probably be doing to figure out the next best steps to take. That in my 
mind is what this is trying to replicate at the k12 level. 
 
Senator Schaible: We need to look at a couple things. First of all is to follow the money 
where it’s at and make sure it’s there. We need to determine some basic, startup rules but 
allow enough flexibility so this organization can evolve into what it’s meant to be. As we’ve 
been discussing bills over the session, it seems like there was a lot of ideas of things that 
should go there, and that needs to be worked out. I would suggest that we start out where 
the money and staff is and maybe setup some startup rules and leave it flexible enough so it 
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can evolve into what we need with the work of the interim study committee. I would imagine 
there’ll be at least one education study group. I know there’s one in 2265 for sure, so if we 
could hook that up somehow so that they’re at least communicating with each other, I think 
that would at least give us a vehicle to get where we want to go. 
 
Chairman Davison: I’m very supportive of this idea, and I think we’re going down the right 
path. Page 3, line c says, “identify opportunities for increased collaboration among state 
education entities and stakeholders”. If you’ve identified some professional development that 
you think needs to be done amongst the stakeholders, the question from the hire could be 
should that person be coordinating and running that professional development? If so, what 
are the costs to provide that professional development? How are they going to pay a vendor 
and collect money? That’s where I was going with it. It wasn’t necessarily that they would 
have to do it. That’s not DPI’s mission. 
 
Senator Schaible: To your example, I think the intent is that they would discuss this as a 
council and suggest where it would come from, whether it was an REA or whatever service 
agency we had out there. I don’ t think this commission should be the one that gets into the 
weeds and does this; I think they just make sure that everybody’s on the same page and 
we’re not duplicating or missing an area of it. A comment we got was, “If you want us to talk 
to you, just tell us”, but the other side is why should we have to tell service agencies to talk 
to each other? This would force that. 
 
Chairman Davison: I agree with that, and that’s how I see it happening as well. I just want 
to make sure that we’re all talking about the same thing. 
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: I was looking at 28-32, and I think we need some 
interpretation whether we really want to operate under that. I’m in code looking at chapter 
28-32. In version 4000, the section 4 amendment, this body replaced the educational 
technology council. That’s in 28-32-01 which is the administrative agencies practices act. 
When you start detailing what that act is and some of the requirements, we might want to 
purview that unless someone can respond that that’s already been done because they have 
rulemaking power. 
  
Chairman Davison: That’s a very good point. 
 
Chairman Davison ends the subcommittee discussion on SB 2215. 
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Minutes:                                                 No Attachments. 

 
Senator Davison called the conference committee for SB 2215 to order. Representatives 
Owens, Schreiber-Beck, Hager; Senators Davison, Schaible and Oban were present.  
 
Senator Davison: We will call the conference committee for SB 2215 will come to order. 
Last time we met, we had some general discussion regarding the bill. We had some 
questions on the Senate side regarding reporting requirements, the ability to create rules and 
how that relationship between the board of public education and the members is going to 
work. We asked Dustin Assel to come forward to go through the bill to help us with the startup 
and make sure we get a solid foundation for the coordinating council off the ground.  
 
Dustin Assel, Legislative Council: I am here to testify in a neutral capacity – I am neither 
for or opposed to this bill. I am looking at the 19.0584.04000 version of the bill. Section 1 
creates a new section in 15.1-01 which is the chapter regarding the state board of public 
school education. Under this new section, we are creating the kindergarten through grade 
education coordination council. Subsection 1 of the section grants the authority of the state 
board of public school education to oversee the creation of and the ongoing operation of the 
coordination council. Subsection 2 talks about –  
 
Senator Davison: I am going to stop you right away. Tell me what the word “oversee” means. 
In order for the coordinating council to hire somebody, create their own rules, to do anything, 
do they have to have approval? Do they need approval from the state board of public school 
education? Or, can they just create and adopt rules without that approval from that board? 
 
Dustin Assel: Nothing in this section or the bill talks about approval. I will say that the state 
board of public school education does have the authority to adopt rules under 15.1-01 – I 
want to say it is section 3 of that chapter. They have general authority to create rules within 
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that chapter in and of itself, but nothing in this bill explicitly states that they have authority to 
adopt rules.  
 
(3:44) Senator Schaible: Could you expand on that a little? As this is written, going forward 
with this coordinating council, it passes, and we get the members appointed. What happens? 
Do they themselves determine the rules and what they are going to do? How would you see 
this as written, how would it proceed?  
 
Dustin Assel: Actually, as written, the council is listed in section 4 of the bill, which is 28-32 
which is the administrative rules act – practice act, I don’t remember exactly what the chapter 
is called, but that is actually the exemption list of who is not subject to admin rules. As written, 
listing the council under section 4 of the bill exempts the council from being subject to the 
administrative rules process. They can still create rules to govern internal processes of the 
council, but as long as the rules or the council’s actions are not going to affect the public, 
they would be exempt from the admin rules process. Depending on what the intent of the 
committee or what the intent is with this bill, if the intent is in fact to exempt this council from 
administrative rules process, it is okay and correct list them in section 4 of the bill. 
Alternatively, if the intent is to subject the council to the admin rules, you would not want to 
list them in section 4 of the bill which is 28-32. Regardless, section 4 would probably stay in 
the bill to remove the reference to the ETC.  
 
Senator Schaible: It exempts them from the admin rules process as written. Now, does the 
organized council or does the school board determine what their focus, mission and job 
description is or do they do that themselves?  
 
Dustin Assel: I guess the focus, mission and what they do – that would be in subsection 7 
of Section 1 which talks about the directives about what the council is going to do. That would 
be the only place I would look to dictate what they are doing and what their purpose is.  
 
Senator Schaible: This might be jumping forward, but you have a position and a half in here 
with money appropriated for that, isn’t there? No, that is in the Career and Tech budget. That 
is all that does, it has $300,000 in there for a position and a half. Does the coordinating 
council itself determine that and the job description or would it be the board that would do 
that as it is written? 
 
Dustin Assel: I guess, having not reviewed that bill, I don’t know what I would be comfortable 
saying one way or another at this point without further review as to who would be making 
that determination.  
 
Senator Schaible: And if we want that designated, we should probably write it?  
 
Dustin Assel: The general rule is the more explicitly you can state something, the better 
probably. The less ambiguity you put in a bill and the more clarification there is it is always a 
good thing.  
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: I am following up on the same thing because it said “shall 
oversee the creation.” It is, in my mind, already been created, so we probably really have to 
polish this language. Likely, 100%.  
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Senator Oban: But, it also says and ongoing operation, which to me indicates they could 
insert themselves almost whenever they want.  
 
Senator Schaible: Could they contract this position? You do it as a trial basis and so, you 
want to just try somebody for two years and maybe you want to contract with somebody on 
a temporary basis. Is that clear in here? 
 
Dustin Assel: The last part of your question – I don’t know if it is clear, but I would defer to 
the statement that there is nothing in the bill prohibiting them from doing that. While it is 
unclear, there is nothing saying that they can’t do that either.  
 
(7:58) Senator Davison: I guess, Dustin, a couple things that had been brought up 
previously, is about the ability to solicit and receive money it they are doing something or if 
they are putting on an event or they do something. How much of that do we have to – do 
they have the ability to adopt bylaws and conduct business? That is kind of where we are 
going. It may not happen right away, but it may happen within two years – by the time we get 
back here. 
 
(8:34) Dustin Assel: As I stated previously, even if they are exempt from the Admin rules 
process, they still have the ability to create rules to govern their internal processes. Admin 
rules are generally put in place if you are going to be enforcing something to members of the 
public or directing members of the public to do something. As I have read this, based on what 
the council is designed to do, it is not 100% clear, but it doesn’t seem from what I can see in 
subsection 7 of section 1 that they have enforcement authority or the ability to direct the 
members of the public to do anything. They could still adopt rules to govern their internal 
processes even if they were exempt from – regardless of the Admin rules process. 
Subsection 2 talks about the membership of the council itself, talks about members of the 
legislative assembly and who is going to be appointing each one of those members, the 
governor, the governor’s designee, superintendent of public instruction, president of the state 
board of CTE or their designee, the president of the board of NDCEL, president of ND United 
or their designee, the ND School Board Association, Small Organized Schools, some 
appointees from the governor. Subsection 3 of Section 1 goes on to talk about the term of 
office of members appointed. Subsection 4 discusses the council being able to select a 
presiding officer annually; subsection 5 discusses per diem rates if you are a member of the 
legislative assesmbly or a state employee. Subsection 6 talks about the council being able 
to hire an executive director and then subsection 7 talks about what the council is designed 
to do, what their powers and duties are going to be. That sums up section 1.  
 
(10:56) Senator Schaible: On subsection 7, the council shall, I am fine with everything there, 
but as an example, we want this council to look at our K12 funding formula. It is not 
specifically listed in there, but, do we have to list everything in there that we want them to 
do?  
 
Dustin Assel: You are correct; it is not listed in there. Whether or not that could fall within 
one of the subdivisions under that subsection I am not 100% sure, but as I stated before, 
more clarity if that is a duty you want them to have it couldn’t hurt to add that in there as well.  
 
Senator Schaible: Nothing in there would prohibit them from expanding those duties.  
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Dustin Assel: Right, there is nothing prohibiting them taking such action at this time. Section 
2 of the bill talks about amending subsection 1 of 15.1-07-33. Each school district 
implementing the state student information system administered by the IT department. 
Section 3 discusses amending subsection 2 of that same section and allowing the state 
longitudinal data system to exempt a school district from having to implement the state 
student information system if they meet certain criteria. Section 4 goes on to discuss – what 
we discussed earlier about how listing the council in subsection 2 of section 28-32-01 would 
exempt the coordination council from the Admin rules process. It removes them from being 
subject to the definition of what an Administrative agency is, so if you want them to be 
subjected to Admin rules or not – that would come down to what you do in subsection 4. 
Subsection 5 just amends the state longitudinal data system committee and who the 
membership is of that committee and removes the director of the ND Educational Technology 
Council. Finally, section 6 repeals two sections of code in 54-59 dealing with the educational 
technology council. I believe it is dealing with the two sections are their membership and their 
powers and duties. That is what the bill is and does. 
 
Senator Davison: Are there any questions for Dustin?  
 
(13:33) Representative Schreiber-Beck: When we talked about section 4 and needing to 
eliminate the educational technology council, is it pertinent to add the K12 Education 
Coordination Council into that as an administrative agency? That is what is happening – 
correct? 
 
Dustin Assel: Yes, that is correct. That goes back to what I was saying – it depends on the 
intent on what you want to do as written, you are replacing the ETC with this coordination 
council and you are exempting them from the Admin rules. If that is not what you intend, then 
they shouldn’t be listed in section 4 of this bill. If you want them to be subject to Admin rules, 
they should not be in section 4 of the bill.  
 
Senator Schaible: The coordination council would not be under Admin rules, but I am 
guessing that the board is? 
 
Dustin Assel: I believe so, I didn’t look at who is all exempt, but I believe the board is still –  
 
(14:43) Senator Schaible: And the board oversees the coordination council, so I don’t think 
we need to do it twice.  
 
Senator Davison: Any additional questions for Dustin? As always, we appreciate your time.  
 
Dustin Assel: Thank you very much Mr. Chairman. 
 
(15:16) Senator Davison: Committee, let’s see if we can put some framework around some 
things that we need to determine and move forward and ready for the next meeting that we 
are going to have on Monday afternoon. Senator Schaible, did you have something regarding 
the membership that you were interested in talking about?  
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Senator Schaible: I was looking at the makeup of the membership under subsection 2 a. 
The House changed that to four members. I guess I would be interested in putting that back 
to three members, but I would like to suggest that would be one from the majority of the 
Senate, one from the majority of the House and then one minority party from Legislative 
Management. That is what I would suggest.  
 
Senator Davison: Is that consistent with how we have done it on other councils? How did 
you come up with that?  
 
Senator Schaible: On all the bills I have seen this year, that is what I have seen – at least 
on the last couple that we have heard on the floor in the last few days. I think what the House 
was looking at, they can certainly can justify their thoughts, but it seems there were concerns 
about everybody being chosen from Legislative Management. I think that was a concern. 
That is what I have been noticing that it is the majority party of both houses chose one and 
then the minority of the one person is chosen by Legislative Management. I would suggest 
following that plan. 
 
Representative Owens: Just to explain what we did, yes, you are correct, there is a 
consternation in the House about having Legislative Management select – instead of the 
leadership selecting members to organizations and study groups and what not. We changed 
it where the majority party of each party picks the two from the majority part and then we 
couldn’t figure out how you were going to pick one between the Senate and House if we left 
it for the minority party from the Legislative Management and still thought that would give us 
some push back in the House. That is why we added a second member and allowed the 
minority member from each chamber. That was the thought process.  
 
(18:11) Senator Oban: Would there be any appetite for allowing – for some sort of language 
about that the minority member is chosen by consensus by the minority party leadership? 
This is, essentially, the majority party picking all three people, because the head of Legislative 
Management is a majority party member.  
 
Senator Schrieber-Beck: In the green language (from the Christmas tree version of the bill) 
starting on line 23 through 27, there are four members chosen. Two from the minority and 
two from the majority each selected by their own leadership.  
 
Senator Oban: Correct, I was responding to what Senator Schaible’s suggestion would be. 
His suggestion was; majority of the Senate picks their member, majority of the House picks 
their member, and that the chairman of Legislative Management choses the minority 
member, which leaves absolutely no place for the minority who – I think you could much 
more – you would have less heartburn from members of the minority if you are going to take 
a member of the minority off to allow that minority member to be chosen by consensus by of 
the House and Senate minority leadership.  
 
Senator Davison: We will bring those changes forward and if you don’t like them you can 
vote differently on them. That is where we will get to at a point here in a little bit. 
 
Representative Owens: Mr. Chairman, that sounds more than fair, but I just to let you know, 
we will let you know, we will discuss that.  
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(20:18) Senator Schaible: I did also on the membership on page 4, line 17, the subsection 
I – Behavior Health representative, I am thinking we might be able to find a better option for 
that. Senator Oban and I talked about several choices. A better choice for what we are trying 
to do.  
 
Senator Oban: If I can just reference a bill that was passed by both the House and Senate 
and signed into law this session was the creation of the children’s cabinet. Looking at the 
membership of that – there is quite a bit of duplication and we wouldn’t want the member of 
the children’s cabinet to be a legislative member either because there are plenty of 
legislators. Another thought would be these behavioral health resource coordinators which 
we created as a compromise on a bill. Another suggestion at the end of the meeting was 
maybe a member of the school counselor’s association. Either of those last two options would 
at least be a person from the field who I think would have good input into the conversations.  
 
Representative Owens: I was just going to say that the conversation that brought about that 
change in committee was that we did talk about couselors and we did talk about other options 
as Senator Oban has mentioned; the issue that came to the top was having somebody from 
behavioral health and DHS where they are gathering all the resources and they are currently 
in the process of pulling everything together rather than having then having a single point of 
view in any single location where the committee would have the benefit of knowing all the 
options available them. It was discussed whether to make them an ex officio member. That 
was discussed and we went with member rather than create a new class of membership. 
 
Senator Davison: I think that is where we get down to some of the discussion on it. We are 
not trying to abstain anybody from being able to come and provide input based on what an 
agenda is. If the Medicaid funding for behavioral health stays in the Human Services budget, 
certainly those plans that the schools put together in regards to using some of those dollars 
would be of interest to the K12 coordinating council and it would make sense to have 
somebody – not that it would be Pam, but her depth and understanding of school behavior 
and health issues from Human Services certainly is always welcome and the debate is 
whether that should be as a member or as somebody that is invited to the meeting based on 
the agenda. I don’t have one strong feeling one way or the other at the moment, but I think it 
is important that the topic is something we are engaged in.  
 
Representative Hager: As a person trained in school counseling, and part of some of those 
associations, I really think that that aspect of the in-school person that is dealing with the 
children, the students, and their advanced training and stuff, so I would like to see that. When 
I was looking at that, that is kind of a hole that I was seeing in here encompassing all that we 
talked about all session about behavior health issues. My preference would be for somebody 
in the school system – in school counseling and from one of the boards or whatever.  
 
(24:03) Senator Davison: We know we have to work through the membership piece. I think 
it will give us a couple of days to chew on that a little bit. With respect to people that might 
have a 3:30 conference, let’s just go. We need to determine the administrativeS rules – a 
piece of it – how it sits now in section 4. I think – what did people hear from Dustin regarding 
– it sounds like if it wasn’t in here, they have the ability to form and create any bylaws that 
they need.  
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(24:44) Senator Schaible: I think the intention of we have written is what we are looking at. 
I think the coordination council can - once they are formed and seated - they can create rules 
for themselves. They are overseen by the board of education so that there is oversight that 
way. If they are not producing what we are looking for, there is oversight by the board. I think 
this is a work in progress. We will probably look at some changes in a couple of years. This 
gives them enough guidance to get going, but enough flexibility to adapt and to what we are 
trying to make it do.  
 
(25:30) Senator Davison: Are there any other topics that we should dig into? Anything else? 
 
Representative Owens: Reading through this, I just realized that at no point do we have this 
council provide any type of report to the legislature.  
 
Senator Davison: Yes, I have that written down here, too. You are correct. We wrote it – it 
is eight on my list. Reporting requirement – number 5 on my list – thoughts on that? 
 
Representative Owens: Just the fact that I think we should have one and it should include 
at a minimum their actions taken and any studies they did as a group and any 
recommendations coming out of that.  
 
Senator Davison: You don’t think that reporting back to the board of public school education 
is enough if they are in charge of overseeing it? 
 
Representative Owens: Well, if that is the case, then, I would prefer that the report flow 
through them to us, because this a brand new group, we are bringing all the educational 
leaders together in this group. I would like hear – and we are talking about from the field – 
so I would like to hear, what was done, what was studied, -  
 
Senator Davison: Point well taken, I agree with you, absolutely. I will try to incorporate that 
in there and see how that fits and we can visit on that. Anything else – I am going to adjourn 
the meeting – it is 3:30 and I think others have to get to another conference.  



2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Education Committee 
Sheyenne River Room, State Capitol 

SB 2215 
4/22/2019 

34912 (15:32) 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☒ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Lynn Wolf 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to the creation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination 
council; relating to the center for distance education, the student information system, the 
definition of administrative agency, and the statewide longitudinal data system committee; 
and to repeal A section relating to the educational technology council. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-Davison 

 
Senator Davison called the conference committee for SB 2215 to order. Representatives 
Owens, Schreiber-Beck, Hager; Senators Davison, Schaible and Oban were present.  
 

Senator Davison: See Att. #1(19.0584.02007). We will call to order the conference 
committee on SB 2215. I handed out an amendment based on some of our discussion. I will 
attempt to go through it and welcome any redirection or direction. I’ll start on with the 
amendment on page 3 line 23 dealing with the members of the committee. What it ends up 
being is we go from four to three. The majority party from each chamber of the legislative 
assembly selected by the respective majority leader of the chamber and one member of the 
minority party selected through collaboration between the respective minority leaders of each 
chamber. As we have gone through some of these amendments, we appreciate everybody 
trying to make sure we have what intend on the amendment. The next piece that we had was 
in regards to the members. On page four, line 13, an individual employed as a school 
counselor. The Senate had additional conversations and I guess, at this point in time, I 
believe we would be more comfortable that the president or the designee of the ND Board of 
the ND School Counselors Association would be appointed. It is an active group listed above 
instead of having the governor appoint someone.  
 
Representative Owens: You are talking about page four line 17?  
 
Senator Davison: Yes, we were removing a behavior health representative. 
 
(3:45) Representative Owens: Yes, they can come and report what is going on. Like 
explained before, the House was interested in continuing that connection between the two. I 
was having a problem with an individual employed as a school counselor because I don’t 
know I don’t know if the counselor has the right – this counselor versus that counselor – who 
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has the right background or knowledge. But, what you just said, the president or designee of 
the-  
 
Senator Davison: Of the Board of ND School Counselor Association.  
 
Representative Owens: I think I would much rather do that personally than just a counselor 
where it could be somebody that hasn’t connected all the dots yet.  
 
Senator Davison: Yes, I will have it redone. There might be other things that we want in 
there. I don’t expect to totally finish this one today. I would just like to get it as close as 
possible so we can finish it up tomorrow. Anything else on the school counselor piece?  
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: Just for clarity, for my own clarity because I am not familiar 
with that board, there are two different types of school counselors – correct? There are the 
vocational counselors – are they all in the same association? Just for my clarity.  
 
Senator Davison: I think all school counselors have a career portion as part of their 
curriculum.  
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: Besides the social aspect?  
 
Senator Davison: Besides the social aspect. It might not be as extensive, maybe, but there 
is- 
 
Senator Oban: I am looking online at their (ND Counselor Association) right now and career 
counseling is just one part of the – yes – right.  
 
Talking in the background – unintelligible. 
 
(5:48) Senator Davison: The next piece is on page 5 where it talks about where the board 
shall – talking about what the counsel shall do. When we left here the other day, we hadn’t 
talked about it and so, I took the lead in suggesting that need to meet at least four times a 
calendar year – at least to start with.  
 
Senator Oban: I would ask that you put “at least” in there.  
 
Senator Davison: Yes, that is right. I can do that. The second piece that was put in there 
was the council shall prepare and present an annual report of council activities to the 
Department of Public Instruction and to an interim committee designated by the Legislative 
Management.  
 
Representative Owens: We discussed it here at the last meeting about them reporting. We 
didn’t really – we talked about them reporting to the Legislative Management, this works as 
well. Department of Public Instruction finds out and the appropriate interim committee and 
we don’t make it yet another report.  
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(7:33) Senator Oban: I would maybe just remove the reference to – oh, you are asking them 
to report their activities to Department of Public Instruction – even though Department of 
Public Instruction is at the table?  
 
Senator Davison: I was just thinking that the board of public school education  
 
Senator Oban: It would make more sense to the board – what you’re –  
 
Senator Davison: The state board of public school education shall oversee the creation and 
ongoing operation of the Kindergarten through grade 12 education coordination council. So, 
perhaps that isn’t the right language. 
 
Senator Oban: I would suggest replacing the Department of Public Instruction with the state 
board of public school education. If you want that report to go to them. 
 
Senator Davison: Other thoughts on that?  
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: That would certainly make sense since they are the 
oversight board.  
 
(9:19) Senator Davison: Any other thoughts on the reporting requirement? I made a note to 
myself to change the Department of Public Instruction to the state board of public school 
education. The other references were already – or based on some PowerSchool language –  
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: I think that that bill is the identical language to SB 2101 
and that bill was signed by the governor and filed with the secretary of state 4/8/2019 and 
4/9/2019, so I think we can remove sections 2 and 3 as long as we are still working on the 
bill. I have one other question. I wasn’t sure when we left last time and Senator Schaible had 
inquired – Dustin was in here and – about the duties. I can’t remember the response. 
Remember – do we have to have more clarity with the duties? Or is it not yet prohibitive from 
other duties – is that correct?  
 
(10:36) Senator Davison: If I remember correctly, that they can through the administrative 
rules of the state board of public school education, they could – maybe that was it. 
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: I can’t remember the final – 
 
Senator Davison: Let me look here, I made some notes to myself. I thought we weren’t 
doing that and I can’t remember the exact – You were talking about spending and receiving 
dollars and writing bylaws and –  
 
(11:06) Representative Schreiber-Beck: There was that, too, and then there is – we are 
looking actually at code and whether or not that needed to be included in there or not. Do we 
have to have a finite list or – it says others.  
 
Senator Davison: I thought we thought they should be able to do that and it was okay based 
on – I have to make these other amendments so we can certainly –  
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Senator Schaible: Could you say that again – what they are going to do with the money? 
 
Senator Davison: If they would – when we talked about – I thought last time Dustin was 
here, we talked about the whole process that I brought up about adopt bylaws, conduct 
business basically. I was trying to recall, and I think that was what Representative Schreiber-
Beck was doing is trying to recall if we needed something in there or – 
 
Chairman Schaible: The board of education is under admin laws, so we they don’t need to 
do it. They are already bound. They can make their own rules and policies without going 
through the admin process. We don’t need to worry too much about that. They can develop 
their own rules right now and do what they need to do. The board is under admin rules, so 
they are already covered under that. By that board overseeing them, that should be covered. 
We don’t need to have them both do it.  
 
Senator Davison: But, I can confirm that with Dustin again just to make sure that. I agree, 
that is what he said. And then, again, are we in agreement that we don’t need the language 
for the PowerSchool. I can check that with Dustin. I don’t remember asking to put that in 
there. That was an amendment from a previous –  
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: We had to have that in there because – I can’t even 
remember why, but it was – it is identical to the bill and I have a copy right here.  
 
Senator Davison: That passed.  
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: Right the bill passed and I looked it up just to make sure 
that it has been filed with the secretary of state on April 9th.  
 
Senator Davison: So, why did we have it amended into there anyway? Just in case it didn’t?  
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck: I don’t know, Senator Schaible and Representative 
Owens’ bill. I don’t know it is a 2000 number, I think that came out of the Senate. (Laughter)  
 
Senator Davison: Alright, I will check on that, too about making sure we can take that out of 
there. So, conference committee, that is where this bill stands currently. Are there other 
things – I am going to check on the PowerSchool. I am going to check on the ability to conduct 
business. It is just I think I agree with Senator Schaible that that is just that I need to confirm 
with Dustin. I am going to add the state board of public education in there. I am going to move 
the – put at least in there four times. I am going to okay the school counselor and move that 
above and then remove sections two and three with the references to PowerSchool. That is 
what I have so far. We are set up to meet at 10:30 tomorrow. 
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A bill relating to the creation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination 
council; relating to the center for distance education, the student information system, the 
definition of administrative agency, and the statewide longitudinal data system committee; 
and to repeal A section relating to the educational technology council. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1 and #2-Davison 

 
Senator Davison called the conference committee for SB 2215 to order. Representatives 
Owens, Schreiber-Beck, Hager; Senators Davison, Schaible and Oban were present.  
 
Senator Davison: (See Att. #1 & #2) I brought forward the amendments. I have given each 
one of you an amendment and a Christmas tree version that we discussed yesterday. I am 
hoping that we are close, but again, we can come back if we need to do some other things. 
If you turn to page 3 on the Christmas tree version, that is the 3 members that was in there 
yesterday. Page four goes up and puts the president of the board of the ND School Counselor 
Association or the president’s designee, page five “the council shall meet at least four times 
per calendar year and then line 27 number nine- “the council shall prepare and present an 
annual report of council activities to the state board of public school education and legislative 
management. I think those were the changes that were made from yesterday. Any thoughts 
or questions? We did remove the section on PowerSchool, too. That is why the bill looks a 
little shorter.  
 
Senator Schaible: I would move that the House recede from its amendments and we 
further amend SB 2215.  
 
Senator Oban: Second. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 6 Yeas; 0 Nays; 0 Absent. 
 
Motion Carries. 
 
Senator Davison will carry the bill in the Senate. Representative Schreiber-Beck will 
carry the bill in the House.  
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 22 1 5  

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1 1 62 and 1 1 63 of the Senate 
Journal and pages 1 35 1  and 1 352 of the House Journal and that Engrossed Senate Bi l l  
No .  221 5  be amended as fol lows: 

Page 1 ,  l ine 3, remove "sections 1 5-1 9-02 and 1 5-1 9-06, subsection 1 of' 

Page 1 ,  l ine 4, remove "section 1 5. 1 -07-33, "  

Page 1 ,  l i ne  5 ,  remove "the center for d istance education,  the student" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 6, remove "information system,"  

Page 1 ,  remove l ines 1 0  through 24 

Page 2 ,  remove l ines 1 through 30 

Page 3,  remove l ines 1 th rough 1 5  

Page 3,  l ine 22, remove "of whom must be a" 

Page 3, l ine 23, replace "minority party. selected by the legislative management" with "majority 
party from each chamber of the legislative assembly, selected by the respective 
majority leader of the chamber, and one member of the m inority party selected through 
col laboration between the respective minority leaders of each chamber" 

Page 4, l ine 4, remove "and" 

Page 4,  l ine 5 ,  after "L." insert "The president of the board of the North Dakota school counselor 
association or the president's designee: and 

1." 
Page 5 ,  after l ine 2 1  insert: 

"8. The counci l shal l meet at least four times per calendar year. 

9 .  The counci l shal l prepare and present an annual report of  counci l  activities 
to the state board of publ ic school education and to the legislative 
management." 

Page 5 ,  remove l ines 22 through 29 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 1 9.0584.02008 
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D HOUSE recede from House amendments 
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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
SB 2215, as engrossed: Your  conference committee (Sens .  Davison ,  Scha ib le ,  Oban  and 

Reps .  Owens ,  Schre iber-Beck, Hager) recommends that the HOUSE RECEDE from 
the House amendments as pri nted on SJ pages 1 1 62-1 1 63 ,  adopt amendments as 
fol lows , and  p lace SB 22 1 5  on the Seventh order: 

That the House recede from its amendments as pr inted on pages 1 1 62 and 1 1 63 of the 
Senate Jou rna l  and pages 1 35 1  and 1 352 of the House Journa l  and that Engrossed Senate 
B i l l  No .  22 1 5  be amended as fol lows: 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  3, remove "sections 1 5- 1 9-02 and 1 5- 1 9-06 , subsection 1 of' 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  4, remove "section 1 5 . 1 -07-33 , "  

Page  1 ,  l i ne  5 ,  remove "the center for d istance education , t he  student" 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  6 ,  remove " i nformation system , "  

Page 1 ,  remove l i nes 10  through 24 

Page 2, remove l i nes 1 through 30 

Page 3, remove l i nes 1 th rough 1 5  

Page 3 ,  l i ne  22 ,  remove "of whom must be a" 

Page 3, l i ne  23, rep lace "m inority party, selected by the legis lative management" with 
"majority party from each chamber of the legis lative assembly, selected by the 
respective majority leader of the chamber, and one member of the m inority party 
selected th rough col laboration between the respective m inority leaders of each 
chamber' ' 

Page 4, l i ne  4, remove "and" 

Page 4 ,  l ine 5 ,  after "L." i nsert "The president of the board of the North Dakota school 
counselor association or the pres ident's designee: and 

1." 
Page 5 ,  after l i ne  2 1  i nsert: 

"� The cou nci l  sha l l  meet at least four  t imes per calendar year. 

� The counci l  sha l l  prepare and present an  annua l  report of counc i l  
activit ies to  the state board of pub l ic school education and to the 
legislative management. " 

Page 5 ,  remove l i nes 22 th roug h 29 

Ren u mber accord ing ly  

Engrossed S B  22 1 5  was placed on the Seventh order of  bus i ness on the calendar. 

(1)  DESK (2) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_cfcomrep_73_002 
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Senate Bill 22 1 5  - Creation of K12 Coordination Council .  

During this past interim session, one of the key topics of conversation was the overall 
governance of K 12  Education. Many groups discussed this in a variety of venues. After some 
time, the Governor' s office established a taskforce to dig into this issue and to ensure that as 
many voices as possible could be heard and that there could be a solid recommendation for 
future governance of K12  Education and/or any improvements that could be made. 

The makeup of this committee included: The Governor' s  office (Levi Bachmeier moderated the 
year-long effort), NDDPI/State Superintendent Kirsten Baesler, Center for Technical Education 
Director Wade Sick, House Education Committee Chair Mark Owens, House Education 
Committee Vice Chair Cindy Schreiber-Beck, Senate Education Committee Chair - Don 
Schaible, Senate Education Policy Interim Committee Chair Erin Oban, NDCEL Director, 
NDUnited Director, REA Director, CDE Director, NDSBA Director, CTE Board Chair, ETC 
Council Chair, NDSOS Director, EduTech/ETC Director, ESPB Director. 

After a year of meetings, a solid recommendation existed and came out of this workgroup and 
the recommendation lies within this bill. The development of a group called the K12  
Coordination Council lies before you today. Why create a coordination council like this? I s  it 
needed? In short, the answer is YES ! I will cite a few examples for you. Earlier this week we 
heard the bill sponsored by Senator Davison that discussed the Medicaid billing option provided 
by SEEC. This would likely be a great option for all sectors in the state, however, there is a 
struggle to get some of the other REA' s involved. It has happened on other occasions where 
there is collaboration among some of the REA's but not all on great concepts which ends up 
resulting in districts that can advance and others that are left behind on the basis of what their 
REA is willing to do. We see this happen quite often and we've seen this division occur since the 
Succeed 2020 grant - we need to find a modality to ensure and assist in the collaboration. 
Further, the field continues to share that they are on initiative overload. This goes far beyond 
REA's .  Great ideas spring up all over the state. Once the idea is heard of there often gets to be 
momentum to try to get the whole state involved without getting all the input needed. This 
council would allow for an opportunity to vet concepts, ideas, and encourage collaboration of the 
best concepts and help to create a plan that could bring us closer to a statewide implementation. 
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This council could also help provide better collaboration and communication among state 
agencies. This would be a way to create collaboration and force collaboration if needed between 
NDDPI, NDCTE, REA' s, all those who deliver PD, those who represent groups, and those who 
need to implement concepts, etc. The conversations about what the education arena can do that is 
new, and maybe what needs to stop can be discussed. When all parties come to the table together 
along with the field who needs to implement the best ideas, good decisions can be made. 

Several years ago, there was a similar mechanism in place called the Governor' s  Commission on 
Education. From that group came some of the greatest education reform our state has seen in the 
area of school funding and some policy shifts. Having an ongoing mechanism like that in place 

(rather than just for a short time) can create a collaboration environment that will ultimately 
create positive results for students, whether it is regarding policy or funding. 

As presented, this K 1 2  Coordination Council would exist to assist our state in a number of 
different ways in relation to K12 education. The primary responsibility would be to coordinate 
collaboration between the K12  education entities in the state and to support elementary and 
secondary education. 

* As the develop this group would conduct a continuing study of the effectiveness and efficiency 
of the elementary and secondary education system in the state. 

* Coordinate communication among elementary and secondary education entities 

* Support innovate education practices 

* Develop and utilize advisory committees as needed 

* Provide recommendations to all elementary and secondary education entities and the legislative 
assembly. 

I will now walk you through sections of the bill. 

Section 1 & Section 2 :  

* As  you recall in  SB22 1 6  that was heard earlier the intent i s  to shift the Center for  Distance 
Education from the Education Technology Council with regard to reporting structure to the state 
board for Career and Technical Education. 

* With that shift, this bill would then redact the Education Technology Council from Century 
Code shifting its duties to the CTE Board 

* Language clarification is needed to mirror language from 22 1 6  to 22 1 5 .  

Section 3 :  
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* This section is new and is added to essentially replace the ETC with the new K12  Coordination 
Council - thereby we are not adding new layers of government 

* The K12  Coordination Council will be given operational oversight by the State Board for the 
Center for Distance Education - their budget will flow through the CTE Budget 

* The membership on this board based on the strong recommendation of the convening task 
force are listed in this section as well .  

* This section also manages how the council functions such as : 

o Presiding officer shifts annually, 

o Per-diem compensation allowed, 

o Charges of the council. 

Sections 4, 5, & 6 

* Cleans up areas of code that include the ETC and when appropriate that council is replaced by 
the K12  Coordination Council 
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SB 2 2 1 5  - K12 Coordination Council - Testimony in Support 
NDCEL 

Dear Chair Schaible and members of the Senate Education Committee. I come here 

today representing NDCEL in support of the concept in place in SB 2 2 15 .  

Several years ago, under Governor Jack Dalrymple, there was a group formulated to 

attempt to resolve issues that stemmed from a school-funding model that was 

determined to be inequitable. The group that came together grappled with school 

funding and a large variety of K12 policy pieces in relation to the ND legislature and 

Century Code. As this group worked together, concepts were vetted, collaboration 

took place, and ultimately 27 pieces of legislation were recommended. One of  the 

key pieces of legislation was the early version of the school funding bill that we 

work with today getting us closer to equity in funding than our state had 

experienced previously. Unfortunately, after that time working together, the 

commission was disbanded and educators as well as some legislators have yearned 

for the days when the commission was in place to grapple with difficult issues, to 

come together and gently or forcefully bring collaboration (whatever was needed), 

to vet concepts and ensure our students have the best chance at success. 

During the most recent interim session, the ND Governor Doug Burgum called 

together a taskforce to discuss K12 governance and to find a more effective and 

efficient structure for K12 education. After many meetings and intense 

collaboration, a recommendation came forward to recreate a model much like the 

one that was in place in the past and to anchor that highly functioning group that 

existed previously into law - providing an ongoing mechanism to ensure 

collaboration and to help drive us onward on our mission of the best possible 

opportunity for students . 
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This newly create K12 &,Hahm a lion Council as the bill indicates now would have 

the same representatives that were in the original commission and was expanded to 

bring some voices to the table that were determined would greatly enhance the 

conversation. Enacted, this collaboration council could grapple with a myriad of 

issues and have the opportunity to offer thoughtful recommendations about what 

can and should be done for the benefit of students. 

Through creativity - this organization would create no new levels of government 

nor would it cost the state any further investment but rather a re-allocation of funds. 

NDCEL participated in the past commission representing school leaders and our 

organization would be excited to sit at the table once again collaborating and finding 

ways that we can better serve the students of North Dakota. We strongly 

recommend a DO PAS of SB 22 15 .  • 

• 
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Mr .  E I Roy Burkle 
Executive Di rector 

M r. Brandt Dick 
President 
PO Box 100 - 123 Summit Street 
Underwood, ND 5857 

M rs. Ja net Brown 
Bus iness Manager 
925 Riverview Drive 
Va l ley City, ND 58072 

1419 9th Ave NE  
J amestown, 58401 
Ebu rk lendsos@gma i l . com 
701-230-1973 

Brandt .  D ick@underwoodschool .org 
701-442-3274 

ja net. brown@kl2. nd. us 
701-845-29 10 

J a n u a ry 18, 2019 

Cha i rman  Scha i b le a nd  Members of the N D  Senate Ed ucat ion Com m ittee, 

For  the  record, my  name  is M r. E I Roy Bu rk le, Executive D i rector of North  Da kota Sma l l  

O rga n i zed Schoo l s .  

On  beha lf of  our  150 mem bers, I wou l d  l i ke to  exp ress ou r  s i ncere app rec iat ion for i nviti ng us  to 

the  tab l e  the  past two yea rs. The d i scuss ions  h ave been informative, en l ighten i ng  a nd  c lea r ly 

p roduct ive . N DSOS goes on record of support ing SB  2215 - creat ion of a k12 coord i n at ion 

cou nci l - a nd  recom mend  a 'do pass' . 

What  a n  opport u n ity ! SB  2215 provides a n  opportun ity to br ing ed ucat iona l  l eaders from a l l  

spectru ms  o f  the  No rth  Da kota education a l  l a ndscape together  to  conti n ue  d i a logues i n  

stu dy ing the  effect iveness and  effic iency o f  e l ementary and  seconda ry ed ucat ion ;  coord i nate 

com m u n icat ion  a mong  ed ucat ion entit ies; support i n novation  ed ucat ion p ract ices; develop and  

ut i l i ze  adv isory com m ittees and, u lt imate ly, p rovi de  recommendat ions to  both the  education 

ent it ies a n d  the leg is l at ive assem bly .  The foundat ion is  i n  p l ace with sta keho lders ready to 

cont i n u e  with the p rocess. 

Tha n k  you for you r  t ime  and  I s ha l l  stand for quest ions .  

Respectfu l l y, 

s/ s :.¾: ��Y {fi);;,,1,,1,, 
M r. E I Roy Bu rk le, Execut ive D i rector 

N D  Sma l l  Orga n ized Schools 

1419 9th Ave N E  

J amestown,  N D  58401 

Ce l l :  701-230- 1973 Ema i l  ebu rk lendsos@gma i l . com 

Revised J a nua ry 18, 2019 
F i le :  S B  2215 k12 Coord i nat ion Counc i l  19.0584.01000 

Region 1 

Mr.  Tim Ho lte, Supt .  Sta n ley 
Mr .  John  Gruenberg, Supt .  Powers Lake 

Region 4 

Mr.  Kel ly Koppinger, S upt .  New Eng la nd  
Mr .  J im  G ross, S upt .  Se lfridge 

Board of Directors 

Region 2 

Mr. Jeff Hagler, Supt. North  Sta r 
Mr.  Steven Heim, Anamoose & Drake 

Region 5 

Mr.  Joel Lerner, Bd . Member Carri ngton 
Mr .  Bra ndt Dick, Supt. Underwood 

Region 3 

Mr. Frank  Sch i l l ,  Supt .  Edmore 
Mr.  Dean Ralston, Supt .  Drayton 

Region 6 

Mr.  M itch Carlson, Supt .  La Moure 
Dr. Steven Johnson, Supt .  L isbon 

The mission of NDSOS is to provide leadership for the small/rural schools in North Dakota and to support legislation favorable to their 

phi losophy while opposing legislation that is harmful .  
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Testimony to Senate Education Committee - In Support of SB 2215 

Chairman Schaible and Senate Education Committee Members my name is Jeff Fastnacht. 
am the Asst Superintendent at Mandan Public School. I am also the Chair of the Education 
Technology Council, a member of the ND GTE Board and State Board of Public Education. 
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I stand in support of this bill personally and also representing the ND ETC. The need to work 
together, coordinate, and be efficient are not new ideas. The ND ETC, before the last legislative 
session, was already working to find ways to expand the ETC. At that time, to ensure we were 
working in partnership with other education agencies we discussed expanding our membership. 
However, that desire was derailed by the cuts at the state level which resulted in the ND ETC 
losing one position which ended up being the old EduTech Director position. So instead of 
moving forward, the ETC at that time abruptly had to refocus on survival and hiring a new 
director. 

,o help you understand the need for collaboration I am going to share a concern that we had in 
2016. We were discussing the roll out of the NDSA and how DPI, EduTech, REAs, and schools 
worked together to successfully rollout the new NDSA in 2013. We were less discussing how it 
rolled out successfully but how it failed . It was our belief that if we only communicated better 
and planned better we could have negotiated some of the bumps better. Since that time this 
concept has blossomed into what we are calling the Coordination Council. 
Earlier today Senator Oban asked how we can ensure this council does anything . How can you 
ensure accountability? Let me ask you how could you ensure accountability with the ETC? I 
agree with Senator Schaible that if we get the right people in a room and ask them to work 
together, we will do great things. The people in this room now, that have a passion for 
education, are already working to make it better. We just need to give them a mechanism to 
work better together. A mechanism to force them out of their silos. A mechanism to ensure that 
we are efficient and not duplicative. A mechanism to make our ND system of education better. 
I would gladly stand for any questions at this time. 

90 1 Division St. NW, Mandan, North Dakota 58554 
Telephone : 70 1 -75 1 -6500 · Fax: 70 1 -75 1 -6674 

www.mandan.kl2 .nd.us 
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Cha i rman  Scha ib le  and Members of the Senate Ed ucation  Comm ittee ,  my name is 
Wayde S ick ,  State D i rector for the Department of Career and Techn ica l Ed ucation . I am 
here to testify in s upport of SB 22 1 5 . SB 22 1 5  wi l l  take the cu rrent Ed ucation 
Tech no logy Counc i l  and trans it ion i t  to  become a K 1 2 Ed ucation  Coord i nat ion Counci l .  

D u ri ng  t he  summer  o f  20 1 8 , the state agencies and  ed ucation  stakeho lders part ic i pated 
i n  meeti ngs  he ld  by the Governor 's Office with the i ntent to review the North Dakota K1 2 
Governance structu re .  I be l ieve the i ntent of these meeti ngs were to determ ine if K 1 2 
Governance was i nefficient or  cumbersome,  mak ing it d ifficu lt for loca l school  leaders to 
nav igate . There are many entit ies i nvo lved i n  K 1 2 Ed ucation , whether that is CTE, D P I ,  
C O E ,  REAs , Spec ia l  Ed ucation U n its , etc . What I be l ieve the committee d i d  learn i s  that 
governance may not be the issue.  The issue was a need for improved comm u n ication ,  
re lat ionsh ip  bu i l d i ng  and co l laboration among  these d ifferent bu t  important entit ies . The 
comm ittee fe lt th is cou ld be add ressed by the deve lopment of a K1 2 Coord i nat ion 
Counci l .  

T h i s  Coord i nat ion Counc i l  wou ld cons ist of the same ent it ies that met d u ri ng  the 
summer  of 20 1 8 . The l ist of req u i red members is  i nc luded in SB 22 1 5 . For the K 1 2 
agencies to do  a better job ,  d i rect feedback from the fie ld is  key and from across a l l  
ent it ies i nvo lved . Some may argue that the g roup  may be too large to  funct ion 
effective ly ,  but  I be l ieve we need to be inc lus ive , so a l l  student and school  needs can be 
met .  I refer to the North Dakota Workforce Deve lopment Counci l .  Th is  is a cou nci l ,  
p rimari ly appo i nted b y  the Governor, rep resenti ng both pub l i c  a n d  p rivate sectors , with 
mem bersh i p  exceed ing  th i rty ind iv id uals from across the state and i ndustr ies . Th is  is an 
effect ive g roup  and  so can the K1 2 Coord i nat ion Counci l .  

There a re ed its that need to be made i n  SB 22 1 5 . For examp le ,  page 1 ,  2 a n d  l i nes 1 -
1 3  shou ld be de leted . Th is  lang uage is add ress i n  SB 22 1 6  and i nvo lves the trans it ion 
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of COE from ITD to the Department of CTE . Second ly, it is u nc lear where the budget to 
support th is Coord i nat ion Counc i l  is housed . The b i l l  provides the authority of the 
Counc i l  to h i re an executive d i rector and conduct stud ies on the effectiveness of ou r  
K1 2 ed ucation system . Th i s  wi l l  need to be  determ ined for the Counc i l  t o  functi on .  

Although  there is work to  be  done  on  SB  22 1 5 , I be l ieve i t  is t he  step i n  t he  r ig ht 
d i rection to ensu re a l l  ed ucation entit ies are heard and val ued and  co l laborat ion 
opportu n it ies wi l l  a rise . 

Th is  conc ludes my testimony and wou ld be happy to answer any questions  the 
comm ittee may have . 

• 



CHAPTER 1 5. 1 -09. 1  
REGIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONS 

1 5.1 -09. 1 -01 . Defin ition. 
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For purposes of this chapter, "regional education association" means a group of school 

d istricts that have entered a joint powers agreement that has been reviewed by the 
superintendent of publ ic instruction and verified as meeting the requirements of section 
15.1-09.1-02. 

1 5.1 -09. 1 -02. Regional education associations - Review by superintendent of publ ic 
instruction - Criteria. 

In order for a group of school districts to be designated as a regional education association , 
the superintendent of publ ic instruction shall review the joint powers agreement that the d istricts 
have entered and verify that the requirements of this section have been met. 

1. The school d istricts must: 
a. Have a combined total land mass of at least five thousand eight hundred square 

mi les [1502193 hectares] ; 
b. (1) Have a combined total land mass of at least four thousand five hundred 

square mi les [1165494 hectares] ; and 
(2) Number at least twelve; 

c. (1) Have a combined total land mass of at least four thousand square mi les 
[1035995 hectares] ; and 

(2) Have at least three thousand students in average dai ly membership; or 
d. (1} Have a combined total land mass of at least one thousand five hundred 

square mi les [388498 hectares] ; and 
(2) Have at least seven thousand five hundred students in average dai ly 

membership. 
2. The school d istricts must be contiguous to each other or, if the d istricts are not 

contiguous to each other, the superintendent of public instruction shall verify that the 
participating d istricts can provide sound educational opportun ities to their students in a 
fiscally responsible manner without injuring other school d istricts or regional education 
associations and without negatively impacting the abil ity of other school d istricts or 
regional education associations to provide sound educational opportun ities to their 
students in a fiscally responsible manner. A decision by the superintendent of publ ic 
instruction under this subsection may be appealed to the state board of publ ic school 
education. A decision by the state board is final. 

3. The joint powers agreement must require that the participating school d istricts 
maintain a joint operating fund. 

4. The joint powers agreement must provide: 
a. Criteria for the future participation of school d istricts that were not parties to the 

original joint powers agreement; 
b. An appl ication process by which school d istricts that were not parties to the 

original joint powers agreement can become participating d istricts; and 
c. A process by which school d istricts that were not parties to the original joint 

powers agreement and whose appl ication to participate in the agreement was 
denied can appeal the decision to the superintendent of publ ic instruction. 

5. The joint powers agreement must provide for the employment and compensation of 
staff. 

6. The joint powers agreement must: 
a. Establ ish the number of members on the govern ing board; 
b. Establ ish the manner in which members of the govern ing board are determined ;  
c. Require that each member of the govern ing board be an individual currently 

serving on the board of a participating school d istrict or the designee of a 
participating school d istrict's board ; and 

d. Al low for the inclusion of ex officio nonvoting members on the govern ing board. 

Page No. 1 
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7.  The joint powers agreement must provide that the board of the regional educatio� If/ 3 
association shal l meet at least quarterly. 6 

8.  The joint powers agreement may not permit the reg ional education association to 
compensate members of the regional education association board for attending 
meetings of the board and does not permit the regional education association to 
reimburse members of the board for any expenses incurred in attending meetings of 
the board . 

1 5.1 -09.1 -02. 1 .  Regional education association - Services to be offered. 
1 .  I n  order to be el igible for state funding,  a reg ional education association must offer the 

fol lowing services to its member districts : 
a .  Coordination and faci l itation of professional development activities for teachers 

and admin istrators employed by its member d istricts; 
b .  Supplementation of technology support services; 
c. Assistance with achieving school improvement goals identified by the 

superintendent of publ ic instruction ;  
d .  Assistance with the col lection , analysis, and  interpretation of student achievement 

data ; and 
e. Assistance with the expansion and enrichment of curricu lar offerings. 

2 .  Subsection 1 does not preclude a reg ional education association from offering 
additional services to its member districts. 

1 5.1 -09. 1 -02.2. Regional education association - Review process. 
I n  order to be el igible for state funding, a reg ional education association shall participate in 

and meet the requirements of a review process that is: 
1 .  Designed to raise the qual ity of services offered by a regional education association to 

its members, in accordance with this chapter, through a continuous cycle of 
improvement; and 

2.  Approved by the superintendent of publ ic instruction . 

1 5.1 -09.1 -03. Regional education association - Provision of special education and 
related services - Annual plan. 

A regional education association may prepare an annual plan regarding the provision of 
special education and related services on behalf of its members and submit the plan to the 
superintendent of publ ic instruction for approval .  

1 5.1 -09.1 -04. Regional education association - Provision of special education and 
related services - Powers. 

A regional education association that provides special education and related services may: 
1 . Receive and expend state and federal moneys for the provision of special education 

and related services to the students of its member districts; 
2 .  Employ personnel necessary to carry out admin istrative services, itinerant instruction , 

coord inative services, and related services; and 
3. Receive and expend private and publ ic moneys.  

1 5.1 -09.1 -05. Regional education association - Provision of special education and 
related services - Student transportation - Coordination. 

A regional education association shal l plan and coord inate the transportation of students 
who are enrol led in its member d istricts and to whom it provides special education and related 
services. 

1 5.1 -09. 1 -06. Regional education associations - Receipt and use of moneys. 
The board of a regional education association may receive and expend moneys for the 

provision of admin istrative functions, student services, and any other lawful activities. 

Page No. 2 
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school d istrict, for the maintenance of the association's joint operating fund and for the 
performance of any business or accounting functions required by law or necessary for the 
association's operation . 

1 5. 1 -09.1 -08. Regional education association - Report of expenses. 
1 .  The board of a regional education association shall submit annually to the 

superintendent of publ ic instruction , at the time and in the manner designated by the 
superintendent, a report detai l ing all expenses incurred by the association and shall 
attribute the expenses on a per student basis by participating school district. 

2 .  The board shal l  deposit any moneys received by or on behalf of the reg ional education 
association into the association's joint operating fund .  

1 5.1 -09.1 -09. Compensation - Reimbursement - Extraordinary service. 
The board of a regional education association may provide compensation and 

reimbursement to any board member who, at the d i rection of the board , performs extraordinary 
service on behalf of the board . For purposes of this section, "extraord inary service" means 
duties beyond those reasonably expected of members of the board and includes travel to and 
attendance at national meetings or conventions. 

1 5.1 -09.1 -1 0. State aid - Payable to a regional education association - Obligation of 
d istrict. 

The superintendent of publ ic instruction shal l  forward the portion of a school d istrict's 
state aid which is payable by the superintendent under subdivision I of subsection 1 of section 
1 5. 1 -27-03 . 1  as a result of the district's participation in a regional education association d irectly 
to the association in which the district participates. The superintendent shall forward the amount 
payable under this section at the same time and in the same manner as provided for other state 
aid payments under section 1 5 . 1 -27-01 , unless otherwise d irected in accordance with section 
1 5. 1 -09. 1 -1 2 . 

1 5.1 -09. 1 -1 1 .  Rights of employees. 
Any individual employed by the board of a regional education association has the same 

statutory rights as those accorded to an individual employed by a public school district for the 
same purpose. 

1 5.1 -09.1 -1 2. Regional education association - Audit. 
To be el ig ible for state funding,  a regional education association must be aud ited , at least 

once every two years,  by a certified publ ic accountant or a l icensed public accountant. The audit 
must be presented to the state board of publ ic school education. If any irregularities are noted , 
the state board of publ ic school education may d irect the superintendent of public instruction to 
withhold al l  payments to a regional education association until the board determines the 
irregularities have been addressed . 

Page No. 3 
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North Dakota Workforce Development Council was authorized July 21 , 201 7  under Executive Order 201 7- 10 .  The Governor designated the 

Council as the state's workforce innovation and opportunity board in accordance with Section 1 0 1 (e) of the Workforce Innovation and 

Opportunity Act of 201 4  (WIOA). 

The purpose of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act is to provide workforce innovation and opportunity activities, through 

statewide and local workforce innovation and opportunity systems, that increase the employment retention, and earnings of participants, and 

increase the occupational skills attainment by participants, and, as a result, improve the qual ity of the workforce,  reduce welfare 

dependency, and enhance the productivity and competitiveness of the nation .  

The role of the North Dakota Workforce Development Council i s  to  advise the Governor and  the public concerning the nature and extent of 

workforce development in the context of North Dakota's economic development needs, and how to meet these needs effectively while 

maximizing the efficient use of available resources and avoiding unnecessary duplication of effort. 

The Council's responsibil ities to the Governor include: 

• Develop in conjunction with our state's business and industry sector the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Unified plan 

• Identify the workforce needs of the state and recommend steps for meeting those needs 

• Establish goals for the development and coordination of the education , employment, and training systems in the state 

• Evaluate progress toward meeting the goals and strategies identified 

• Recommend new policy directions or legislation proposed at the state or federal level, and determine opportunities for North Dakota as 

the result of those initiatives 

• Identify opportunities for col laboration with economic development and workforce initiatives 

• Perform duties of state and local workforce development boards as specified in the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 

• Establish the one-stop delivery system to provide businesses and workers with seamless access to workforce services 

• Perform any function identified by the Governor 

• Advise the Governor concerning the implementation of the state's Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Unified Plan and its 

adaptation to changing economic conditions in the state, to ensure the ongoing appl ication of a strategic approach to effective, 

coordinated workforce and economic development in North Dakota 

• Review the workforce development system and how the system creates collaboration between students, educators and employers in 

North Dakota and shall make recommendations toward ensuring their effectiveness and coordination 

Membership Roster 

Meetings 

Committees 
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Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for p J <:. .P. � 
Senator Schaible 

February 4, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2215 

Page 1, line 15, after the first "of' insert "the center for distance education" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "supervision" and insert immediately thereafter "authority" 

Page 1, line 16, remove "state board for career and" 

Page 1, line 17, remove "technical education" 

Page 1, line 17, overstrike "shall" and insert immediately thereafter "director of the department 
of career and technical education may" 

Page 1, line 17, overstrike "a state director of' and insert immediately thereafter "administration 
and staff for" 

Page 1, line 18, overstrike "director" and insert immediately thereafter "administration" 

Page 1, line 18, overstrike "the director's" and insert immediately thereafter "its" 

Page 1, line 19, overstrike "the administration of' and insert immediately thereafter 
"administering" 

Page 1, line 20, after "education" insert ", under the supervision of the director of the 
department of career and technical education and in compliance with requirements 
established by the superintendent of public instruction and the education standards 
and practices board. The state board for career and technical education shall 
administer the responsibilities of the board of a school district relating to the center for 
distance education" 

Page 2, line 9, remove "presiding officer or executive director of the kindergarten" 

Page 2, line 10, remove "through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 2, line 10, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "director of the 
department of career and technical education" 

Page 2, line 12, overstrike "The state treasurer shall make periodic transfers upon order" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 13 through 15 

Page 2, line 16, overstrike "The" 

Page 2, line 16, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 17 through 22 

Page 2, line 23, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 2, overstrike lines 24 through 30 

Page 3, line 1, overstrike "3. " 

Page 3, line 1, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 3, line 2, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "state board for career and 
technical education" 
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Page 3, line 6, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "board" 

Page 3, line 7, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "board" 

Page 3, line 9, overstrike "state director of the" 

Page 3, line 11, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve" 

Page 3, line 12, remove "education coordination" 

Page 3, line 12, overstrike "council" and insert immediately thereafter "state board for career 
and technical education" 

Page 3, line 19, remove "The kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination council 
shall coordinate" 

Page 3, remove lines 20 and 21 

Page 3, line 22, remove "3." 

Page 3, line 22, remove "kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination" 

Page 3, line 23, replace "Two" with "Three" 

Page 3, line 23, after "assembly" insert ", one of which must be a member of the minority party," 

Page 3, line 27, replace "director" with "president" 

Page 3, line 27, replace "department of' with "state board for" 

Page 3, line 27, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 3, line 29, replace "executive director" with "president of the board" 

Page 3, line 30, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 1, remove "The executive director of the education standards and practices board 
or the" 

Page 4, remove line 2 

Page 4, line 3, remove "g_,_" 

Page 4, line 3, replace "director" with "president of the board" 

Page 4, line 3, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 4, replace "�" with "g_,_" 

Page 4, line 4, replace "director" with "president of the board" 

Page 4, line 4, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 6, replace "L." with "�" 

Page 4, line 6, replace "director" with "president of the board" 

Page 4, line 6, replace "director's" with "president's" 

Page 4, line 8, replace "L" with "L." 

• 

• 

Page 4, line 8, replace "based upon recommendations made by" with an underscored colon • 
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Page 4, replace lines 9 through 21 with: 

"ill An individual representing the statewide longitudinal data 
system committee: 

.(21 An individual representing a tribal school: 

Ql An individual employed as a public school administrator: 

ffi An individual employed as a public school principal: 

.(fil An individual employed as a public school teacher: 

.(fil A director of a special education unit: and 

ill A director of a regional education association." 

Page 4, line 22, replace "4." with "�" 

Page 4, line 25, replace "§_,_" with "4." 

Page 4, line 26, replace "6." with "§..." 

Page 5, line 5, replace "L." with "6." 

Page 5, line 5, remove the colon 

Page 5, line 6, replace "a. Hire" with "hire" 

Page 5, replace lines 7 through 13 with: 

"7. The council shall: 

a. Assist in the implementation, dissemination, and communication of the 
statewide strategic vision and evaluate progress toward meeting the 
identified goals and strategies. 

b. Perform a continuous review of the effectiveness and efficiency of 
access and delivery of education services and programs in the state. 

c. Identify opportunities for increased collaboration among state 
education entities and stakeholders. 

g_,. Identify gaps or duplications in education services and programs and 
provide recommendations for addressing those gaps or duplications. 

e. Study and evaluate new and emerging educational initiatives and 
trends and provide recommendations for policy changes to state 
entities or the legislative assembly if necessary. 

:L. Support the implementation, dissemination, and communication of 
local or regional educational initiatives and practices, including 
innovative education programs, on a statewide level. 

9.:. Establish a one-stop communication and information hub to provide 
the public and interested parties with seamless access to state entities 
that deliver education services and programs . 

h.:. Develop and utilize subcommittees as needed. 
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L. Seek advice and input from interested parties not appointed to the f .Y c, F 9 
council as needed." 

Renumber accordingly • 

• 

• 
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Sixty-sixth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

Senator Schaible 

Representative Owens 

SENATE B ILL NO. 221 5  

1 A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new section to chapter 15.1-01 of the North Dakota 

2 Century Code, relating to the creation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education 

3 coordination council; to amend and reenact sections 15-19-02 and 15-19-06, subsection 1 of 

4 section 15.1-07-33, subsection 2 of section 28-32-01, and subsection 1 of section 54-59-33 of 

5 the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the center for distance education, the student 

6 information system, the definition of administrative agency, and the statewide longitudinal data 

7 system committee; and to repeal sections 54-59-17 and 54-59-18 of the North Dakota Century 

8 Code, relating to the educational technology council. 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

1 0  SECTION 1 .  AMENDMENT. Section 15-19-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

1 1  amended and reenacted as follows: 

1 2  1 5-19-02. Administration - Director of center for d istance education - Appointment 

1 3  and duties. 

1 4  The program of and all activities related to the center for distance education are the 

1 5  responsibility of the center for distance education and under tho supervisionnuthority of the 

1 6  educational technology councilstate board for career and technical education. The educational 

1 7  technology councilstate board for career and technical education shalldirector of the department 

1 8  of career and technical education may hire a state director ofadministration and staff for the 

1 9  center for distance education who must be classified under the state personnel merit system. 

20 The directoradministration shall carry out the director'sits responsibilities in the administration 

2 1  efadministerinq the center for distance education in the manner approved by the educational 

22 technology councilstate board for career and technical education, under the supervision of the 

23 director of the department of career and technical education and in compliance with 

24 requirements established by the superintendent of public instruction and the education 
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1 standards and practices board. The state board for career and technical education shall 

2 administer the responsibilities of the board of a school district relating to the center for distance 

3 education. 

4 SECTION 2 .  AMENDMENT. Section 15-19-06 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

5 amended and reenacted as follows: 

6 15-19-06. Special funds - Deposit of col lections - Transfers from general fund 

7 appropriations. 

8 1 .  A special operating fund for the center for distance education must be maintained 

9 
1 0  
1 1  
1 2  
1 3  
1 4  
1 5  
1 6  
1 7  
1 8  
1 9  
20 
2 1  
22 

23 

24 

25 
26 
27 

28 
29 

30 

31 

within the state treasury and all income and fees collected by the center for distance 

education from any source must be remitted monthly by the director to the state 

treasurer and credited to the special operating fund. All expenditures from the fund 

must be within the limits of legislative appropriations and must be made upon 

vouchers, signed and approved by the technology director appointed by the 

educational technologypresiding officer or executive director of the kindergarten 

through grade twelve education coordination councildirector of the department of 

career and technical education . Upon approval of the vouchers by the office of the 

budget, warrant-checks must be prepared by the office of management and budget. 

The state treasurer shall make periodic transfers upon order of the director of the 

office of management and budget from the center for distance education general fund 

appropriation to the special operating fund whenever its balance falls so low as to 

require supplementation. 

2. The educational technologykindergarten through grade twelve education coordination 

council may establish an administrative operational fund, of not to exceed ten 

thousand dollars , out of the special operating fund for the center for distance 

education. The administrative operational fund must be deposited in the Bank of North 

Dal«ota and may be drawn upon by the state director of the center for distance 

education for the payment of necessary expenses in the administration and operation 

of the center for distance education within the limits and rules prescribed by the 

educational technologykindergarten through grade t\velve education coordination 

council. The director shall submit a full, minute, and itemized statement of every 

expenditure made during the month to the council in accordance with the rules 

Page No. 2 19 .0584.01002 



�o zz 1s 
z_ - 4 -1 C/ 

Sixty-sixth 
Legislative Assembly 

AH d- 2.  
,0 3 ° (- 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

adopted by the council, and thereafter the council may periodically authorize additional 

transfers to the administrative operational fund, but the balance in the fund may never 

exceed ten thousand dollars, and any unencumbered balance at the end of any 

biennium must revert to the state treasury. The administrative operational fund may 

not be used to pay salaries or expenses of the director. 

-�3rt--. The educational technologykindergarten through grade ti.velve education coordination 

7 councilstate board for career and technical education may establish a scholarship fund 

8 to provide financial grants to students enrolled in courses offered through the center 

9 for distance education. The scholarship fund may consist only of those funds 

1 0  specifically appropriated by the legislative assembly and property received by the 

1 1  council or the center for distance education as a gift, devise, or bequest. Any gift, 

1 2  devise, or bequest of property received by the councilboard or center  for distance 

1 3  education which is designated by the councilboard and donor for the scholarship fund 

1 4  must be deposited in the scholarship fund at the Bank of North Dakota. The state 

1 5  director of the center for distance education may d raw only on the interest earned by 

1 6  the scholarship fund for the award of scholarships within the limits and rules adopted 

1 7  by the educational technologykindergarten through grade twelve education 

1 8  coordination councilstate board for career and technical education. The interest 

1 9  earned by the scholarship fund  is appropriated to the center  for distance education. 

20 SECTION 3 .  A new section to chapter 15.1-01 of the North Dakota Century Code is created 

2 1  and e nacted as follows: 

22 Kindergarten through grade twelve education coord ination counci l .  

23 1. The state board of public school education shall oversee the creation and ongoing 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31  

operation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination council. 

� The kindergarten through grade t·Nelve education coordination council shall coordinate 

collaboration between the elementary and secondary educational entities in the state 

to support elementary and secondary education. 

� The kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination council consists of: 

a. TweThree members of the legislative assembly, one of which must be a member 

of the minority party, selected by the legislative management; 

� The governor or the governor's designee; 
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c. The superintendent of public instruction or the superintendent's designee: 

d. The direotorpresident of the department ofotate board for career and technical 

education or the direotor'spresident's designee: 

e. The exeoutive direotorpresident of the board of the North Dakota council of 

educational leaders or the direotor'spresident's designee: 

L The exeoutive direotor of the eduoation standards and praotioes board or the 

direotor's designee: 
----+9:,_->-. -The direotorpresident of the board of North Dakota united or the 

direotor'spresident's designee: 

A-:-g. The direotorpresident of the board of the North Dakota school boards association 

or the direotor'spresident's designee: 

hh. The direotorpresident of the board of the North Dakota small organized schools 

or the direotor'spresident's designee: and 

tl. The following gubernatorial appointees based upon reoommendations made by: 

the appropriate group: 

ill An individual representing the information teohnology department: 

@ An individual representing a tribal sohool: 

.@) An individual representing the North Dakota university system: 

£.4) An individual representing the North Dakota assooiation of sohool 

administrators: 

.(fil An individual representing the North Dakota assooiation of seoondary 

sohool prinoipals: 

ffil An individual representing the North Dakota assooiation of elementary 

sohool prinoipals: 

ill An individual representing the North Dakota speoial eduoation study oounoil 

.ffil An individual representing the regional eduoation assooiations: and 

_(fil An individual representing the oenter for distanoe eduoation. 

(1) An individual representing the statewide longitudinal data system 

committee: 

(2) An individual representing a tribal school: 

(3) An individual employed as a public school administrator: 
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(4) An individual employed as a public school principal: 

(5) An individual employed as a public school teacher: 

(6) A director of a special education unit: and 

(7) A director of a regional education association. 

�8 2 215 
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Pl-tf , tt  2 
y:75 o r: 7 

4.-3. The term of office for a member appointed by the governor is four years. The governor 

may stagger the initial appointments to the council so no more than three members' 

terms expire in any year. 

&.-4. The council shall select a presiding officer annually from among its members. 

e-:-5. A member of the council who is a member of the legislative assembly is entitled to 

receive per diem compensation at the rate provided under section 54-35-10 for each 

day performing official duties of the council and to reimbursement for travel and 

expenses as provided by law, to be paid by the legislative council. A member of the 

council who is not a state employee is entitled to receive as compensation sixty-two 

dollars and fifty cents per day and to reimbursement of expenses as provided by law 

for state officers while attending meetings of the council, to be paid by the state board 

of public school education. A state employee who is a member of the council is entitled 

to receive that employee's regular salary and is entitled to reimbursement for mileage 

and expenses, to be paid by the employing agency. 

1-:6 .  The council may-: 

g_,_ Hire hire an executive director. 

b. Conduct a continuing study of the effectiveness and efficiency of the elementary 

and secondary education system in the state. 

c. Coordinate communication among elementary and secondary education entities. 

d. Support innovative education practices. 

e. Develop and utilize advisory committees as needed. 

f. Provide recommendations to all elementary and secondary education entities 

and the legislative assembly. 

7. The council shall: 

a. Assist in the implementation, dissemination, and communication of the statewide 

strategic vision and evaluate progress toward meeting the identified goals and 

strategies. 

Page No. 5 19.0584.01002 



1 
2 

3 
4 
5 

6 
7 

8 
9 

1 0  
1 1  
1 2  

1 3  
1 4  
1 5  
1 6  

1 7  

Sixty-sixth 
Legislative Assembly 

S B  ZZI? 
2 - <e-.,J<j 
A--H- #- z 

f' '=, c,J: 7 
b. Perform a continuous review of the effectiveness and efficiency of access and 

delivery of education services and programs in the state. 

c. Identify opportun ities for i ncreased collaboration among state education entit ies 

and stakeholders. 

d. Identify gaps or duplications i n  education services and programs and provide 

recommendations for addressing those gaps or duplications. 

e. Study and evaluate new and emerging educational initiatives and trends and 

provide recommendations for policy changes to state entities or the legislative 

assembly if necessary. 

f. Support the implementation, dissem ination, and com munication of local or 

regional educational i nitiatives and practices, including i nnovative education 

programs, on a statewide level. 

g. Establish a one-stop com munication and information hub to provide the public 

and interested parties with seamless access to state entities that deliver 

education services and programs. 

h. Develop and util ize subcomm ittees as needed. 

i .  Seek advice and i nput from interested parties not appointed to the council as 

1 8  needed. 

1 9  SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 15.1-07-33 of the North Dakota 

20 Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2 1  1. Notwithstanding any other technology requirements imposed by the superintendent of 

22 public instruction, or the information technology department, or the North Dakota 

23 educational technology council, each school district shall acquire PowerSchool 

24 through the information technology department and use it as its pri ncipal student 

25 information system. Each school district shall use a state course code, assigned by 

26 the department of public i nstruction, to identify all local classes in PowerSchool. 

27 SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 28-32-01 of the North Dakota Century 

28 Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

29 2. "Administrative agency" or "agency" means each board, bureau, com mission, 

30 
3 1  

department, o r  other administrative unit of the executive branch of state government, 

including one or more officers, employees, or other persons directly or indirectly 
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purporting to act on behalf or under authority of the agency. An administrative unit 

located within or subordinate to an administrative agency must be treated as part of 

that agency to the extent it purports to exercise authority subject to this chapter. The 

term administrative agency does not include: 

a. The office of management and budget except with respect to rules made under 

section 32-12.2-14, rules relating to conduct on the capitol grounds and in 

buildings located on the capitol grounds under section 54-21-18, rules relating to 

the classified service as authorized under section 54-44.3-07, and rules relating 

to state purchasing practices as required under section 54-44.4-04. 

b. The adjutant general with respect to the department of emergency services. 

c. The council on the arts. 

d. The state auditor. 

e. The department of commerce with respect to the division of economic 

development and finance. 

f. The dairy promotion commission. 

g. The education factfinding commission. 

h. The educational teohnologykindergarten through grade twelve education 

coordination council. 

i. The board of equalization. 

j .  The board of higher education. 

k. The Indian affairs commission. 

I .  The industrial commission with respect to the activities of the Bank of North 

Dakota, North Dakota housing finance agency, public finance authority, North 

Dakota mill and elevator association, North Dakota farm finance agency, the 

North Dakota transmission authority, and the North Dakota pipeline authority. 

m. The department of corrections and rehabilitation except with respect to the 

activities of the division of adult services under chapter 54-23.4. 
n. The pardon advisory board. 

o. The parks and recreation department. 

p. The parole board. 

q. The state fair association. 
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r. The attorney general with respect to activities of the state toxicologist and the 

state crime laboratory. 

s. The administrative committee on veterans' affairs except with respect to rules 

relating to the supervision and government of the veterans' home and the 

implementation of programs or services provided by the veterans' home. 

t. The industrial commission with respect to the lignite research fund except as 

required under section 57-61-01.5. 

r- 48 d f  j 

u. The attorney general with respect to guidelines adopted under section 12.1-32-15 

for the risk assessment of sexual offenders, the risk level review process, and 

public disclosure of information under section 12.1-32-15. 

v. The commission on legal counsel for indigents. 

w. The attorney general with respect to twenty-four seven sobriety program 

guidelines and program fees. 

x. The industrial commission with respect to approving or setting water rates under 

1 5  chapter 61-40. 

1 6  SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 54-59-33 of the North Dakota Century 

1 7  Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

1 8  1. The statewide longitudinal data system committee consists of: 

1 9  

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

a. The commissioner of the board of higher education or the commissioner's 

designee; 

b. The superintendent of public instruction or the superintendent's designee; 

c. The chief information officer or the officer's designee; 

d. The director of the department of career and technical education or the director's 

designee; 

e. The director of job service North Dakota or the director's designee; 

f. The commissioner of commerce or the commissioner's designee; 

g. The director of the department of human services or the director's designee; 

h. The director of the North Dakota educational technology council; 

i-:- The executive director of the North Dakota council of educational leaders or the 

executive director's designee; 
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t--L The director of the North Dakota workforce development council or the director's 

designee; and 

*'"1 Two members of the legislative assembly appointed by the chairman of the 

4 legislative management. 

5 SECTION 7 .  REPEAL Sections 54-59-17 and 54-59-18 of the North Dakota Century Code 

6 are repealed. 
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Senate Bill 22 1 5  - Creation of K12  Coordination Council . 

During this past interim session, one of the key topics of conversation was the overall 
governance of K 1 2  Education. Many groups discussed this in a variety of venues. After some 
time, the Governor' s  office established a taskforce to dig into this issue and to ensure that as 
many voices as possible could be heard and that there could be a solid recommendation for 
future governance of K 1 2  Education and/or any improvements that could be made. 

The makeup of this committee included:  The Governor' s office (Levi Bachmeier moderated the 
year-long effort) , NDDPI/State Superintendent Kirsten Baesler, Center for Technical Education 
Director Wade S ick, House Education Committee Chair Mark Owens, House Education 
Committee Vice Chair Cindy Schreiber-Beck, Senate Education Committee Chair - Don 
Schaible, Senate Education Policy Interim Committee Chair Erin Oban, NDCEL Director, 
NDUnited Director, REA Director, CDE Director, NDSBA Director, CTE Board Chair, ETC 
Council Chair, NDSOS Director, EduTech/ETC Director, ESPB Director. 

After a year of meetings, a solid recommendation existed and came out of this workgroup and 
the recommendation lies within this bill . The development of a group called the K 1 2  
Coordination Council lies before you today. Why create a coordination council like this? Is it 
needed? In short, the answer is YES ! I will cite a few examples for you. Earlier this year we 
heard the bill sponsored by Senator Davison that discussed the Medicaid billing option provided 
by SEEC. This would likely be a great option for all sectors in the state, however, there is a 
struggle to get some of the other REA's  involved. It has happened on other occasions where 
there is collaboration among some of the REA' s but not all on great concepts which ends up 
resulting in districts that can advance and others that are left behind on the basis of what their 
REA is willing to do . We see this happen quite often and we've seen this division occur since the 
Succeed 2020 grant - we need to find a modality to ensure and assist in the collaboration. 
Further, the field continues to share that they are on initiative overload. This goes far beyond 
REA' s. Great ideas spring up all over the state. Once the idea is heard of there often gets to be 
momentum to try to get the whole state involved without getting all the input needed. This 
council would allow for an opportunity to vet concepts, ideas, and encourage collaboration of the 
best concepts and help to create a plan that could bring us closer to a statewide implementation . 

Ci) 



2 

This council could also help provide better collaboration and communication among state 
agencies. This would be a way to create collaboration and force collaboration if needed between 
NDDPI, NDCTE, REA' s, Special Education units and all those who deliver PD, those who 
represent groups, and those who need to implement concepts, etc . The conversations about what 
the education arena can do that is new, and maybe what needs to stop can be discussed. When all 
parties come to the table together along with the field who needs to implement the best ideas, 
good decisions can be made. 

Several years ago, there was a similar mechanism in place called the Governor' s  Commission on 
Education. From that group came some of the greatest education reform our state has seen in the 
area of school funding and some policy shifts. Having an ongoing mechanism l ike that in place 

(rather than just for a short time) can create a collaboration environment that will ultimately 
create positive results for students, whether it is regarding policy or funding. 

As presented, this K 1 2  Coordination Council would exist to assist our state in a number of 
different ways in relation to K 1 2  education. The primary responsibility would be to coordinate 
collaboration between the K 1 2  education entities in the state and to support elementary and 
secondary education. 

* As the develop this group would conduct a continuing study of the effectiveness and efficiency 
of the elementary and secondary education system in the state. 

* Coordinate communication among elementary and secondary education entities 

* Support innovate education practices 

* Develop and utilize advisory committees as needed 

* Provide recommendations to all elementary and secondary education entities and the legislative 
assembly. 

I will now walk you through sections of the bill . 

Section 1 & Section 2 :  

* Provides for the shift the Center for Distance Education from the Education Technology 
Council with regard to reporting structure to the state board for Career and Technical Education. 

* With that shift, this bill would then redact the Education Technology Council from Century 
Code shifting its duties to the CTE Board 

* This language is similar that is 22 1 6  and was placed in this bill because the concept of this bill 
of a Coordination Council and the transformation of Center for Distance Education to Career 
and Technical Education which is in 22 1 5  was created out of the same discussions and work 
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done by many stake holder groups, legislative interim committees and the Governors Task 
Forces on Innovation. 

Section 3 :  

* This section is new and is added to essentially replace the ETC with the new K 1 2  Coordination 
Council - thereby we are not adding new layers of government. 

* The Kl  2 Coordination Council will be given operational oversight by the State Board for the 
Center for Distance Education - their budget will flow through the CTE Budget. 

* The membership on this board based on the strong recommendation of the convening task 
force are listed in this section as well .  

* This section also manages how the council functions such as : 

o Presiding officer shifts annually, 

o Per-diem compensation allowed. 

o Charges of the council . 

Sections 4,  5 ,  & 6 

* Cleans up areas of code that include the ETC and when appropriate that council is replaced by 
the K 1 2  Coordination Council 

There is mention of Power School in this bill, a the mention of Power School was deleted in 
another bill and this may want to be corrected. 

The repealers in this bill are 54-59- 1 7  Education Technology Council meetings and 
Compensation and 54-59- 1 8  powers and duties of education technology council 

* '  
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SB 2 2 1 5  - K12 Coordination Council - Testimony in Support 

NDCEL - 3/12/19 

Copas 

Good day Chair Owens and members of  the House Education Committee .  I come 

here today representing NDCEL in support of  the concept in place in SB  2 2 1 5 . 

Several years ago, under former Governor Jack Dalrymple, there was a group 

formulated to attempt to resolve issues that stemmed from a school-funding model 

that was determined to be inequitable. The group that came together grappled with 

school funding and a large variety of K12  pol icy p ieces in relation to the ND  

legislature and Century Code. As this group worked together, concepts were vetted, 

collaboration took place, and ultimately 27 pieces of legislation were recommended.  

One of the key pieces of  legislation was the early version of the school funding bill 

that we work with today getting us closer to equity in funding than our state had 

experienced previously. Unfortunately, after that time working together, the 

commission was disbanded and educators as well as some legislators have yearned 

for the days when the commission was in place to grapple with difficult issues, to 

come together and gently or forcefully bring collaboration (whatever was needed),  

to vet concepts and ensure our students have the best chance at success. 

During the most recent interim session, the ND Governor Doug Burgum cal led 

together a taskforce led by Levi Bachmeier to discuss K12 governance and to find a 

more effective and efficient structure for K12  education. After many meetings and 

intense collaboration, a recommendation came forward to recreate a model much 

like the one that was in place in  the past and to anchor that highly functioning group 

that existed previously into law - providing an ongoing mechanism to ensure 

collaboration and to help drive us onward on our mission of the best possible 

opportunity for students . 



This newly create K12  Collaboration Council, as the bill indicates now, would have 

the same representatives that were in the original commission and was expanded to 

bring some voices to the table that were determined would greatly enhance the 

conversation. Enacted, this collaboration council could grapple with a myriad of 

issues and have the opportunity to offer thoughtful recommendations about what 

can and should be done for the benefit of students .  

Through creativity - this organization would create no new levels of government 

nor would it cost the state any further investment but rather a re-allocation of funds.  

N DCEL participated in  the past commiss ion representing school leaders and our 

organization would be excited to sit at the table once again collaborating and finding 

ways that we can better serve the students of North Dakota . We strongly 

recommend a DO PASS of SB 2 2 1 5 .  

• 



Mandan Public School District 
District Offices 

Date : Monday, March 1 1 ,  201 9 

To: North Dakota House Education Committee 

From:  Jeff Fastnacht, Asst. Superintendent 

Re: Support for SB 221 5 

Good Morn ing Chairman Owens and members of the committee.  I am Jeff Fastnacht, Asst. 
Superi ntendent at Mandan Pub l ic  School and today I am speak ing to you as the Chairman of the N D  
Education Technology Counci l  (ETC) and member of the N D  Career & Techn ical Education Board (CTE) .  

SB 22 1 5 a lso addresses the rea l ignment of  the N D  Center for D istance Education to  with in  the ND 
Department of  Career & Techn ical Education .  As you previously heard i n  my test imony for SB 22 1 6 , I 
support that transit ion . 

SB 22 1 5  a lso creates what is being cal led the K1 2 Coord ination Counci l .  I n  20 1 6  the N D  Educat ion 
Techno logy Counci l  d iscussed th is very type of g roup .  At that t ime the ETC was frustrated with the 
apparent fracture of various K1 2 entities . As the counci l  that oversaw the techn ical rol lout of the ND state 
assessment which had been recently completed ,  we were frustrated in the obvious d iscon nects between 
EduTech ,  ND  DP I ,  ND ITD ,  and  REAs i n  our state . With the  session fast approach ing i n  20 1 7  we were 
preparing to craft legislation to broaden the membersh ip  of the counci l  to address exactly what the 
coord i nation counci l  is promoting today. 

The roadblock occurred in the fal l  of 20 1 6  when the N D  ETC lost our d i rector and felt the s ign ificant cuts 
in appropriations.  We went from being v is ionary to be ing survival ists . Now fast forward to 20 1 8 and we 
again are d iscussing the need to create a means to better organ ize the wide variety of services and 
programs for K1 2 with i n  our state . North Dakota has the priv i lege of having exceptional people work ing 
to promote and enhance K1 2 education . Our Superi ntendent is  a strong leader focused on he lp ing a l l  
students succeed . Our special education and CTE organ izations provide i nvaluab le services to our 
students and commun ities. REAs and EduTech provide many opportun it ies for professional  g rowth to our  
teachers . F ina l ly, our schools both b ig  and smal l  are do ing except ional th ings i n  our classrooms. Our 
teachers and admin istrators are the best of  the best. However, even the positive work of a l l  these entit ies 
and many more would benefit from work ing better together. 

Often when you are doing good work, we are ra ised to put our heads down and get to work. I be l ieve th is 
is true for K1 2 i n  our state . We have many people putt ing their heads down and just do ing the hard work 
that is  needed every day. However, if we cou ld just have an organ ized way to work more col laboratively, 
we cou ld propel K1 2 education i n  our state to new heights of achievement .  We need th is counci l  to do 
just that. We need a mechanism to promote and ensure al l these hard-worki ng agencies are pu l l i ng  on 
the rope together. 

The ND ETC rea l izes that the creation of the Coord i nation Counci l  wi l l  mean the demise of our g roup .  
We understand and  support that, with the knowledge that what is be ing created could be  even better. 

Thank  you for your t ime and I would stand for any questions from the committee . 

90 1 Division St. N W, Mandan, North Dakota 58554 
Telephone :  70 1 -75 1 -6500 · Fax : 70 1 -75 1 -6674 

www.mandan.k 1 2 .nd.us 
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Mr.  E I Roy Burkle 
Executive Director 

North Dakota 

Smal l  Organ ized Schools 
Mr.  Brandt Dick 
President 
PO Box 100 - 123 Summit Street 
Underwood, ND 5857 

Mrs. Janet Brown 
Bus iness Manager 
925 Riverview Drive 
Va l ley City, ND 58072 
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1419 9th Ave NE  
Jamestown, 58401 
Eburk lendsos@gmai l .com 
701-230-1973 

Brandt. Dick@underwoodschool .org 
701-442-3274 

ja net .brown@k 12. n d .  us  
701-845-2910 

March 4, 2019 

Cha i rman Owens and Members of the ND House Educat ion Com mittee, 

For the record, my name is M r. E I Roy Bu rkle, Executive D i rector of North Da kota Sma l l  

Orga n ized Schools .  

On beha lf of our  150 members, I wou l d  l i ke to express our s incere apprec iat ion for i nvit i ng us  to 

the  tab le the past two years .  The d iscuss ions have been i nformative, en l ighten i ng  and c lea r ly 

p roductive. N DSOS goes on record of support ing SB 2215 - creat ion of a k12 coord i n at ion 

counc i l  - and  recom mend a 'do pass' . 

What a n  opportun ity ! SB 2215 provides an  opportun ity to b ring educat iona l  l eaders from a l l  

spectru ms of t h e  North Da kota educationa l  l andscape together  t o  conti n ue  d i a logues i n  

study ing t h e  effectiveness and  effic iency of e lementa ry and  seconda ry ed ucat ion ;  coord i n ate 

com m u n icat ion among education entit i es; support i n novat ion educat ion p ract ices; deve lop a nd  

ut i l i ze advisory comm ittees and, u ltimate ly, p rovide  recommendat ions t o  both the  education  

ent it ies and  the legis l ative assemb ly. The  foundat ion i s  i n  p l ace with sta keho lders ready to 

conti n ue  with the process. 

Tha n k  you for you r  t ime and  I sha l l  stand  for quest ions .  

Respectfu l ly, 

sf s 91:t;'. �@r':Y @37u1.1e 

M r. E I Roy Bu rk le, Executive Di rector 

N D  Sma l l  Organ ized Schools 

1419 9th Ave N E  

J amestown, ND  58401 

Cel l :  701-230-1973 Ema i l  ebu rk lendsos@gma i l . com 

Revised Ma rch 4 ,  2019 
F i le :  SB  2215 k12 Coord ination Counci l  House Ed 

Region 1 
M r. Tim Ho lte, Supt .  Stan ley 
Mr. John G ruenberg, Supt .  Powers Lake 

Region 4 
Mr.  Kel ly Koppinger, Supt .  New England 
Mr .  J im G ross, Supt .  Selfridge 

Board of Directors 
Region 2 

Mr. Jeff Hagler, Supt .  North Sta r 
Mr.  Steven He im, Anamoose & Drake 

Region 5 
Mr. Joel Lerner, Bd .  Member Carr ington 
Mr.  Brandt Dick, Supt .  Underwood 

Region 3 
Mr.  Fra n k  Sch i l l, Supt .  Edmore 
Mr .  Dean Ra lston, Supt .  Drayton 

Region 6 
Mr.  M itch Carlson, Supt .  La Moure 
Dr. Steven Johnson, Supt .  Lisbon 

The mission of NDSOS is to provide leadership for the small/rural schools in North Dakota and to support legislation favorable to their 
!j\! philosophy while opposing legislation that is harmful .  
\_:,} 
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SB22 l 5 Testimony 
Dr. Matthew Lonn 
North Dakota Center for Distance Education, Director of Statewide Programs 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Matthew Lonn Director of Statewide Programs from 
North Dakota' s  Center for Distance Education (NDCDE). I 'm  in favor of this  bi l l  as it seeks to bring greater 
cooperation and collaboration among state educational service providers . I do however offer one revision that is 
needed . In its original draft, the Director ofNDCDE or the Director' s  designee was included as a member. In the 
bi l ls current state, that membership is absent. I ask that NDCDE' s  Director or the D irectors designee be p laced back 
into the bi l l  as a member. 

NDCDE is a school that works directly with students and parents. It' s a unique statewide school that provides digital 
courses, teachers, competency-based learning, proj ect-based learning labs, Pre-K, along with other growing 
innovative programs designed to fill needs in North Dakota' s current educational system to over 1 70 school districts 
in the state annually. By the time the 20 1 8-20 1 9  school year is  complete, NDCDE will have over 5 ,300 enrollments 
which is equivalent to a school district with approximately 447 full time students .  

North Dakota School District Boundaries, 2017-2018 

. ... ,lliA 

. ,..__..,,\!A 

Area Career and Technology Centers 

-::.-.: .. =..-_ 

NDCDE is not interested in being a part of the coordination council simply to have a vote or a seat at the table .  
NDCDE needs to be a part of the council because NDCDE' s  services are statewide and often require large scale 
coordination efforts with many other statewide, regional or district level agencies. The preceding images show the 
different school districts, regional, and statewide educational service providers that NDCDE must work with at 
different times to deliver a quality service to North Dakota ' s  kids and parents. 
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INPUT 

EXPECTATIONS 
Assist implementation, 
dissemination, and 
communication of the 
statewide strategic 
vision and evaluate 
progress meeting the 
identified goals and 
strategies. 

• Perfom, continuous 
review of effectilleness 
and efficiency of access 
and deliwry of 
education services a 
programs. 

• Identify gaps or 
duplications in 
education services and 
programs and provide 
recommendations. 

• Support implementation, 
dissemination, and 
communication of local 
or regional educational 
initiatives and practices 
including innovative 
education rams. 

STUDY, CONFER, RECOMMEND 

WHAT Who . Coordination Council . Council admin 

Data . Members 

Tools . Legislature 

Software Stakeholders 

MEASURE . Member discussions . Number of gaps and 
Data generated by redundancies 
Clearinghouse Redundancies cleared . Ana lysis provided by . Money saved 
software and  . Qua l ity assessed and 
d istributed and  verified 
app l i ed by CRM . Consensus . Fact-based decisions . Verified customer and 
and recommendations sta keholder awarenes 

Coordination Council Shall (afew highlights from the legislation) :  

tt 5 
OUTPUT 

RESU LTS 

• Implemented strategic 
Y1SIOl1 

• Effective programs 
• Customer sabsfact1011 
• Gaps ID'ed 
• Recommendabons 
pro'llded 

• Most production for the 
money appropnated 

• What's won<ing and 
what's not 

• What 1s available ,s 
known by all 

• What IS applied IS 

appropnate 

Assist in the implementation, dissemination, and communication of the statewide strategic vision and evaluate 
progress toward meeting the identified goals and strategies. 
NDCDE has a proven track record of implementing and disseminating North Dakota' s  strategic vision through its 
available programs to all schools .  All five strategic themes in ND's  PK- 1 2  Education Strategic plan are evident in 
NDCDE' s  current processes and future proj ects from Kindergarten Readiness, ND SmartLabs, Adaptive Leaming 
platforms, and career exploration as just few examples . 

Perform a continuous review of the effectiveness and efficiency of access and delivery of education services 
and programs in the state. According to NDCC 1 5 - 1 9-02 . 1 ,  NDCDE is required to annually contact every school 
district in the state to gather information about their on line course usage, providers, costs, and availabil ity of courses 
in new emerging careers . NDCDE has become an expert in different course delivery models, their effectiveness, and 
their efficiency. 

Identify gaps or duplications in education services and programs and provide recommendations for 
addressing those gaps or duplications. NDCDE provides online courses and other services directly to the state ' s  
kids and parents i n  all districts . This puts NDCDE i n  direct contact frequently with CTE tech centers, REA' s, special 
ed. units, tribal schools, school boards, and school administrators . Currently, cooperation and collaboration with all 
these groups simultaneously is  difficult at best (note the maps on the previous page) . 

Support the implementation, dissemination, and communication of local or regional educational initiatives 
and practices, including innovative education programs, on a statewide level. NDCDE is an active participant in 
implementing and disseminating innovative educational programs including ND SmartLabs, Competency-Based 
Leaming with a new Customer Relationship Management (CRM), and Hybrid CTE-Industry course design models 
just to name a few. In addition, NDCDE was only the second school in the state of North Dakota to have an 
Innovative Education Implementation Application accepted by the Department of Public Instruction under NDCC 
1 5  . 1 -06-08 .2  (SB2 l 86). 

In summary, if the intent of the education coord ination council is to provide a forum for state agencies and other 
educational service providers to find ways to better serve the kids and parents of North Dakota in an efficient 
manner, the state cannot afford to leave a direct representative from NDCDE off it. North Dakota' s  parents and their 
kids can only gain greater educational opportunity by having direct NDCDE representation on this counci l .  
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March  1 2 , 201 9 

Cha i rman Owens and mem bers of the comm ittee, my name is Rod 
Backman here today representi ng the State Association  of Non-Pub l i c  
Schools (SANS) .  

The SANS group is supportive of th is  leg is lation  specifica l ly  the 
ed ucation coord i nation cou nc i l  and wou ld l i ke to be a des ignated part 
of the counci l .  They have been i nvo lved i n  many of the state's 
ed ucation task forces in the past and wou ld  appreciate you r  
cons ideration of the amendment I have subm itted with m y  testimony. 
The amendment adds an  adm i n istrator from a non-pub l i c  school  to 
the counc i l .  

• To i l l ustrate SANS'  past i nvolvement I have attached testimony from 
Tracy Friesen where she ta l ks about the non-pub l i c  schools 
partic i pation and the benefits .  Ms. F riesen cou ld  not be here today 
as she is in New York with a nationa l  accred itation  team work ing  for 
an  education system with over 30,000 students .  She has asked me to 
share her testimony.  

• 

Chairman Owens, I am happy to take any q uestions you may have. 

Thank  you .  

Rod Backman 

rbackman@bis .m idco. net 

400-2076 
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TESTIMONY FOR 221 5 

Representat ion for non-pu b l ic  schools has been and is evident 
th rough various North Dakota K-1 2 comm ittees , cou nc i ls ,  and task 
forces . Non-pu b l ic  schools had representation on the N D  State 
Assessment Task Force that met i n  201 6 .  The cu rrent ESSA State 
P lann i ng Comm ittee has a representative for non-pub l ic  schools that 
is a mem ber of the genera l  p lan n i ng committee as wel l  as two sub  
committees . Various non-pub l i c  ed ucators serve and  have served on  
ND Content Standards Committees i n  the revis ion of academ ic 
standards.  

Non-pub l ic  schools want and choose to be an active part ic i pant i n  
state wide i n itiatives i n  an  effort to stay con nected and contri bute to 
state wide academ ic  endeavors.  These con nections create a cond u it 
for clear com m u n ication  to stakeholders th roug hout the state to the 
leaders ,  educators ,  parents ,  and students in non-pu b l ic  schools .  
Many of the non-pub l ic schools choose to adhere to the approva l 
criteria and g u ide l i nes that are mandated for pub l ic  schools .  Also, 
many of the non-pub l i c  schools choose to partic i pate with the 
AdvancED accred itation  conti n uous improvement process . 

Best regards,  

Tracy Friesen 

Academic Advancement Coord i nator, LOCCS 

Assistant Pri nc ipa l ,  St. Mary's Centra l H igh  School 

1 025 N 2nd Street 

Bismarck, ND 58501 

701 .223.41 1 3  

tfriesen@l ightofch ristschools .org 
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PROPOSE D  AMENDM ENT TO SENATE B ILL NO.  221 5 

Page 4 ,  l i ne  4 ,  remove "and" 

Page 4 ,  l i ne 5 ,  i nsert " the pres ident of the board of the North Dakota state 
association of non-publ i c  schools or the pres ident' s designee; and 

Renumber accord i ng ly 

@ 
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Sixty-sixth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

Senator Schaible 

Representative Owens 

SB 8c- tCS-
F1 RsT ENGROSSMENT � - ; o �-,q 

tL '  
ENGROSSED SENATE B ILL NO. 221 5 

1 A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new section to chapte r 1 5 . 1 -0 1  of the North Dakota 

2 Century Code, relating to the creation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education 

3 coordination council ; to amend and reenact sections 15  19  02 and 15 19  06 , 

4 subsection 1 subsect ions 1 and 2 of section 1 5 . 1 -07-33 , subsection 2 of section 28-32-0 1 ,  and 

5 , subsection 1 of section 54-59-33 of the North Dakota Century Code , relating to the center for 

6 distance education, the student information system, the definit ion of administrative agency, and 

7 the statewide longitudinal data system committee ;  and to repeal sections 54-59- 1 7  and 

8 54-59- 1 8  of the North Dakota Century Code ,  relating to the educational technology counci l . 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

1 0  ' SECTION 1 .  AMENDMENT. Section 15  19  02 of the North Dalwta Century Code is 

1 1  amended and reenacted as folloY.'S: 

1 2  16 19 02. Administration Direotor of oenter for distanoe eduoation Appointment 

1 3  ' and duties. 

1 4  The program of and all activities related to the center for distance education are the 

1 5  responsibility of the center for distance education and under the super>o'isionauthority of the 

1 6 educational technology councilstate board for career and technical education. The educational 

1 7  technology council shalldirector of the department of career and technical education may hire a 

1 8  state director ofadministration and staff for the center for distance education who must be 

1 9  ; classified under the state personnel merit system. The directoradministration shall carry out the 

20 director's@ responsibilities in the administration ofadministering the center for distance 

2 1  education in the manner approved by the educational technology councilstate board for career 

22 and technical education, under the superitision of the director of the department of career and 

23 technical education and in compliance with requirements established by the superintendent of 

24 public instruction and the education standards and practices board. The state board for career 

Page No. 1 1 9.0584.02002 



Sixty-sixth 
Leg is lative Assembly 

1 and technical education shall administer the responsibilities of the board of a school district 

2 relating to the oenter for distance eduoation. 

3 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Seotion 15  19  06 of the North Dakota Century Gode is 

4 amended and reenaoted as follows: 

5 15 19 06. Speoial funds Deposit of oolleotions Transfers from general fund 

6 appropriations. 

7 

8 
9 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  
1 8  
1 9  
20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

1 . A special operating fund for the center for distanoe eduoation must be maintained 

within the state treasury and all inoome and fees collected by the center for distance 

eduoation from any source must be remitted monthly by the direotor to the state 

treasurer and credited to the special operating fund. All expenditures from the fund 

must be within the limits of legislative appropriations and must be made upon 

vouchers, signed and approved by the teohnology director appointed by the 

educational technology councildirector of the department of career and technical 

education. Upon approval of the vouohers by the office of the budget, warrant ohecl<s 

must be prepared by the office of management and budget. The state treasurer shall 

mal<e periodic transfers upon order of the direotor of the office of management and 

budget from the center for distance education general fund appropriation to the speoial 

operating fund 'Nhenever its balanoe falls so low as to require supplementation. 

2. The educational technology council may establish an administrative operational fund, 

of not to exoeed ten thousand dollars, out of the special operating fund for the center 

for distance eduoation. The administrative operational fund must be deposited in the 

Bani< of �Jorth Dal<0ta and may be drawn upon by the state director of the oenter for 

distance education for the payment of necessary expenses in the administration and 

operation of the oenter for distance education within the limits and rules prescribed by 

the educational technology council. The director shall submit a full , minute, and 

itemized statement of e11ery expenditure made during the month to the oouncil in 

accordance with the rules adopted by the council , and thereafter the council may 

periodically authorize additional transfers to the administrative operational fund, but 

the balance in the fund may never exoeed ten thousand dollars , and any 

unencumbered balance at the end of any biennium must revert to the state treasury. 

Page No. 2 1 9 .0584.02002 
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1 The administratii;e operational fund may not be used to pay salaries or expenses of 

2 the director. 

3 1 3. The educational technology councilstate board for career and technical education 

4 may establish a scholarship fund to provide financial grants to students enrolled in 

5 courses offered through the center for distance education. The scholarship fund may 

6 consist only of those funds specifically appropriated by the legislative assembly and 

7 property receii;ed by the council or the center for distance education as a gift, devise, 

8 or bequest. Any gift, de•,ise , or bequest of property received by the councilQ.QillQ or 

9 center for distance education v;hich is designated by the councilQ.QillQ and donor for 

1 0  the scholarship fund must be deposited in the scholarship fund at the Bank of North 

1 1  Dakota. The state director of the center for distance education may draw only on the 

1 2  interest earned by the scholarship fund for the award of scholarships within the limits 

1 3  and rules adopted by the educational technology councilstate board for career and 

1 4  technical education. The interest earned by the scholarship fund is appropriated to the 

1 5  center for distance education. 

1 6  SECTION 1 .  A new section to chapte r  1 5. 1 -0 1  of the North Dakota Century Code is c reated 

1 7  and enacted as follows: 

1 8  Kindergarten through grade twelve educat ion coord inat ion counci l .  

1 9  1,_ The state board of public school education shall oversee the c reation and ongoing 

20 operation of the k indergarten through grade twelve education coordination council. 

2 1  � The council consists of : 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

a. Three members of the legislative assembly, one of whom must be a member  of 

the minority party, selected by the legislative management: 

b .  The governor or the governor's designee: 

_g_.,_ The superintendent of public instruction or the super intendent's designee: 

d. The president of the state board for career and technical education or the 

president's designee: 

e. The president of the board of the North Dakota counc il of educational l eaders or 

the president's designee: 

L The president of the board of North Dakota united or the president's designee: 
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9.,. The president of the board of the North Dakota school boards association or the 

president's designee: 

b.,_ The president of the board of the North Dakota small organized schools or the 

president's designee: and 

L. The following gubernatorial appointees: 

ill An individual representing the statewide longitudinal data system 

committee: 

@ An individual representing a tribal school: 

@ An individual employed as a public school administrator: 

ill An individual employed as a public school principal :  

.(fil An individual employed as a public school teacher: 

.(fil A director of a special education unit: and 

ill A director of a regional education association. 

1 4  3 .  The term of office for a member appointed by the governor is four years. The governor 

1 5  
1 6 

may stagger the initial appointments to the council so no more than three members' 

terms expire in any year. 

1 7  4. The council shall select a presiding officer annually from among its members. 

1 8  5. A member of the council who is a member of the legislative assembly is entitled to 

1 9  
20 
2 1  
22 
23 
24 

25 

26 
27 

receive per diem compensation at the rate provided under section 54-35- 1 0 for each 

day performing official duties of the council and to reimbursement for travel and 

expenses as provided by law, to be paid by the legislative council . A member of the 

council who is not a state employee is entitled to receive as compensation sixty-two 

dollars and fifty cents per day and to reimbursement of expenses as provided by law 

for state officers while attending meetings of the council, to be paid by the state board 

of public school education. A state employee who is a member of the council is entitled 

to receive that employee's regular  salary and is entitled to reimbursement tor mileage 

and expenses, to be paid by the employing agency. 

28 §_,_ The council may hire an executive director. 

29 7. The council shall :  
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£.:. Assist in the implementation, dissemination. and communication of the statewide 

strategic vision and evaluate progress toward meeting the identified goals and 

strategies . 

b. Perform a continuous review of the effectiveness and efficiency of access and 

delivery of education services and programs in the state .  

c .  Identify opportunities for  increased collaboration among state education entities 

and stakeholders. 

g_,_ Identify gaps or duplications in education services and programs and provide 

recommendations for addressing those gaps or duplications . 

§.:. Study and evaluate new and emerging educational initiatives and t rends and 

provide recommendations for policy changes to state entities or the legislative 

assembly if necessary. 

l Support the implementation. dissemination. and communication of local or 

regional educational initiatives and practices, including innovative education 

programs. on a statewide level . 

g,_ Establish a one-stop communication and information hub to provide the public 

and interested parties with seamless access to state entities that deliver 

education services and programs. 

� Develop and utilize subcommittees as needed. 

L. Seek advice and input f rom interested parties not appointed to the council as 

needed. 

1, Review North Dakota Century Code t it le 1 5. 1 and prov ide a report annua l ly, 

23 a long with recommendat ions for any necessary l egis lat ion, to a comm i ttee 

24 designated by the l eg is lat ive management. 
25 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 1 5. 1 -07-33 of the North Dakota 

26 Century Code is amended and reenacted as fol lows : 

27 1 .  Notwithstanding any other technology requirements imposed by the superintendent of 

28 public instruction, or the information technology department , or the North Dal·mta 

29 educational technology council , each school district shal l  acquire PowerSchool 

30 , throughimplement the state student in fo rmat ion system adm in i stered by the 

3 1  information technology department and use it as its principal student information 
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1 system. Each school district shall use a state course code, assigned by the 

2 department of public instruction, to identify all local classes in PowerSchoolthe state 

3 student i nformation system. 

4 SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 1 5. 1 -07-33 of the North Dakota 

5 Century Code is amended and reenacted as fol lows: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

2. The superintendent of publie instruotionctatewide longitudinal data system committee 

may exempt a school district from having to acquireimplement and uti l ize 

Pm•,erSehoolthe state student information system if the school d istrict demonstrates 

that, in� 

a .  The district has acquired and is using a student information system determined to 

be compatible with the statewide longitudinal data system: or 

----"b'-'-. _'-'-'-l n  accordance with requirements of the bureau of Indian education, the district 

1 3  has acquired and is uti l izing a student information system that is determined to 

1 4  be comparable by the superintendent. 

1 5  SECTION 4 .  AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 28-32-01 of the North Dakota Century 

1 6 Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

1 7  2 .  "Administrative agency" or "agency" means each board, bureau, commission, 

1 8  

1 9  
20 
2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 
28 

29 

30 

3 1  

department, or other administrative unit of the executive branch of state government , 

including one or more officers, employees, or other persons directly or indirectly 

purporting to act on behalf or under authority of the agency. An administrative unit 

located within or subordinate to an administrative agency must be treated as part of 

that agency to the extent it purports to exercise authority subject to this chapter. The 

term administrative agency does not include: 

a .  The office of  management and budget except with respect to rules made under 

section 32- 1 2 .2- 1 4, rules relating to conduct on the capitol grounds and in 

buildings located on the capitol grounds under section 54-2 1 - 1 8, rules relating to 

the classified service as authorized under section 54-44.3-07, and rules relating 

to state purchasing practices as required under section 54-44.4-04. 

b .  The adjutant general with respect to the department of  emergency services. 

c .  The council on the arts. 

d. The state auditor. 
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e. The department of commerce with respect to the division of economic 

development and finance .  

f .  The dairy p romotion commission. 

g. The education factfinding commission. 

h. Th0 educational teehnologykindergarten through grade twelve education 

coordination council . 

i .  The board of equalization. 

j . The board of higher education. 

k. The Indian affairs commission. 

I .  The industrial commission with respect to the activities of the Bank of North 

Dakota , North Dakota housing finance agency, public finance authority, North 

Dakota mill and elevator association, North Dakota farm finance agency, the 

North Dakota transmission authority, and the North Dakota pipeline authority. 

m. The department of corrections and rehabilitation except with respect to the 

activities of the division of adult se rvices under chapter 54-23 .4 .  

n .  The pardon advisory board. 

o. The parks and recreation department. 

p .  The parole board. 

q. The state fair association. 

r. The attorney general with respect to activities of the state toxicologist and the 

state crime laboratory. 

s .  The administrative committee on vete rans' affairs except with respect to rules 

relating to the supervision and government of the veterans' home and the 

implementation of p rograms or se rvices p rovided by the vete rans' home. 

t. The industrial commission with respect to the lignite research fund except as 

required under section 57-6 1 -0 1 .5 .  

# /  

u. The attorney general with respect to guidelines adopted under section 1 2 . 1 -32- 1 5  

for the risk assessment of sexual offenders , the risk level review p rocess, and 

public disclosure of information under section 1 2 . 1 -32- 1 5. 

v. The commission on legal counsel for indigents . 
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w. The attorney general with respect to twenty-four seven sobriety program 

guidelines and program fees. 

x. The industrial commission with respect to approving or setting water rates under 

4 chapter 6 1 -40. 

5 SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 54-59-33 of the North Dakota Century 

6 Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

7 1 .  The statewide longitudinal data system committee consists of : 

8 

9 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

22 

a .  The commissioner of the board of higher education or  the commissioner's 

designee; 

b .  The superintendent of public instruction or the superintendent's designee; 

c. The chief information officer or the officer's designee; 

d. The director of the department of career and technical education or the director's 

designee; 

e. The director of job service North Dakota or the director's designee; 

f .  The commissioner of commerce or  the commissioner's designee; 

g. The director of the department of human services or the director's designee; 

h. The direotor of the �Jorth Dakota eduoational teohnology oounoil; 

i-: The executive director of the North Dakota council of educational leaders or the 

executive director's designee; 

t--L. The director of the North Dakota workforce development council or the director's 

designee; and 

*71. Two members of the legislative assembly appointed by the chairman of the 

23 legislative management . 

24 SECTION 6. REPEAL. Sections 54-59- 1 7  and 54-59- 1 8  of the North Dakota Century Code 

25 are repealed. 
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Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Schreiber-Beck 

March 20, 2019 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE B ILL NO. 2215 

Page 1, line 3, replace "sections 15-19-02 and 15-19-06, subsection 1" with "subsections 1 
and 2" 

Page 1, line 5, remove "the center for distance education,"  

Page 1 ,  remove lines 10 through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 3, remove lines 1 through 15 

Page 5, after line 21, insert: 

"1. Review North Dakota Century Code title 15. 1 and provide a report 
annually, along with recommendations for any necessary legislation, 
to a committee designated by the legislative management." 

Page 5, line 26, overstrike "acquire PowerSchool" 

Page 5, line 27, overstrike "through" and insert immediately thereafter "implement the state 
student information system administered by" 

Page 5, line 29, overstrike "PowerSchool" and insert immediately thereafter "the state student 
information system" 

Page 5, after line 29, insert: 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 15.1-07-33 of the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

2. The superintendent of public instructionstatewide longitudinal data system 
committee may exempt a school district from having to acquireimplement 
and utilize PowerSchoolthe state student information system if the school 
district demonstrates that, in� 

§..:. The district has acquired and is using a student information system 
determined to be compatible with the statewide longitudinal data 
system: or 

.Q,, ln accordance with requirements of the bureau of Indian education, 
the district has acquired and is utilizing a student information system 
that is determined to be comparable by the superintendent." 

Renumber accordingly 

19.0584.02002 
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Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Schreiber-Beck 

March 25 , 201 9  

PROPOSED AMENDM ENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 22 1 5  

Page 1 ,  l ine 3, replace "sections 1 5- 1 9-02 and 1 5- 1 9-06 , subsection 1 "  with "subsections 1 
and 2" 

Page 1 ,  l ine 5 ,  remove "the center for distance education , "  

Page 1 ,  remove l ines 1 O through 24 

Page 2,  remove l ines 1 through 30 

Page 3, remove l ines 1 through 1 5  

Page 3, l ine 22 , remove "of whom must be a" 

Page 3, l ine 23, replace "minority party" with "house of representatives" 

Page 3, l i ne 23, replace "legislative management" with "majority leader of the house of 
representatives. one member of the senate selected by the majority leader of the 
senate. and one member of the minority party selected through coordination between 
the majority leaders of each chamber" 

Page 4, l ine 1 2 , remove "and" 

Page 4, l ine 1 3, after "association" insert: "; and 

@l A behavioral health representative from the department of 
human services" 

Page 5, l i ne 26 , overstrike "acquire PowerSchool" 

Page 5 ,  l ine 27 , overstrike "through" and insert immediately thereafter " implement the state 
student information system administered by" 

Page 5 ,  l ine 29, overstrike "PowerSchool" and insert immediately thereafter "the state student 
information system" 

Page 5 ,  after l ine 29, insert: 

"SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 1 5. 1 -07-33 of the North 
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as fol lows: 

<" e �?- I 'J 
3 · J0- 1 1  

Jf  

2. The superintendent of public instructionstatewide longitudinal data system 
committee may exempt a school district from having to acquireimplement 
and uti l ize PowerSchoolthe state student information system if the school 
district demonstrates that, in� 

� The district has acquired and is using a student information system 
determined to be compatible with the statewide longitudinal data 
system; or 

Q,. 1n accordance with requirements of the bureau of Indian education , 
the district has acquired and is uti l izing a student information system 
that is determined to be comparable by the superintendent. " 
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S ixty-sixth 
Leg is lat ive Assembly 
of North Dakota 

I ntroduced by 

Senator Schaib le 

Representative Owens 

FI RST ENGROSSMENT 

ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 221 5 

YB �a 1 5"  
3 - ;> to - , 'i' 

� I  

1 A B I LL for an Act to create and enact a new sect ion to chapte r 1 5 . 1 -0 1  of the North Dakota 

2 Centu ry Code,  relat ing to the creation of the k indergarten th rough grade twelve educat ion 

3 coord i nat ion counci l ;  to amend and reenact sections 15  19  02 and 15  19  06, 

4 subsection 1 subsections 1 and 2 of sect ion 1 5 . 1 -07-33 , subsect ion 2 of sect ion 28-32-0 1 ,  and 

5 subsect ion 1 of section 54-59-33 of the North Dakota Century Code,  relat i ng to the center for 

6 distance education, the student i nformat ion system ,  the def in it ion of adm in istrative agency, and 

7 the statewide long itudinal data system comm ittee; and to repeal sections 54-59- 1 7  and 

8 54-59- 1 8  of the North Dakota Century Code , re lat ing to the educat ional technology counci l .  

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

1 0 SECTION 1 .  AMENDMENT. Section 15  19  02 of the North Dal<eta Century Code is 

1 1  amended and reenacted as follows: 

1 2  15 19 02. Administration Director of center for distance education Appointment 

1 3  and duties. 

1 4  The program of and all activities related to the center for distance education are the 

1 5  responsibility of the center for distance education and under the supervisionauthority of the 

1 6  educational technology councilstate board for career and technical education. The educational 

1 7  technology council shalldirector of the department of career and technical education may hire a 

1 8  state director ofadministration and staff for the center for distance education who must be 

1 9  classified under the state personnel merit system. The directoradministration shall carry out the 

20 director's@ responsibilities in the administration ofadministering the center for distance 

2 1  education in the manner approved by the educational technology councilstate board for career 

22 and technical education, under the supervision of the director of the department of career and 

23 technical education and in compliance with requirements established by the superintendent of 

24 public instruction and the education standards and practices board . The state board for career 
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1 The administrative operational fund may not be used to pay salaries or expenses of 

2 the director. 

3 3. The educational technology councilstate board for career and technical education 

4 may establish a scholarship fund to provide financial grants to students enrolled in 

5 courses offered through the center for distance education . The scholarship fund may 

6 consist only of those funds specifically appropriated by the legislative assembly and 

7 property received by the council or the center for distance education as a gift, devise, 

8 or bequest. /\ny gift, devise, or bequest of property received by the councilQQQIQ or 

9 center for distance education which is designated by the councilQQQIQ and donor for 

1 0  the scholarship fund must be deposited in the scholarship fund at the Bani< of North 

1 1  Dakota . The state director of the center for distance education may draw only on the 

1 2  interest earned by the scholarship fund for the award of scholarships within the limits 

1 3  and rules adopted by the educational technology councilstate board for career and 

1 4  technical education. The interest earned by the scholarship fund is appropriated to the 

1 5  center for distance education. 

1 6  SECTION 1 .  A new section to chapter 1 5 . 1 -0 1  of the North Dakota Century Code is created 

1 7  and enacted as fol lows: 

1 8  Kindergarten through grade twelve education coordination counci l .  

1 9  i_ The state board of pub l ic  school education sha l l  oversee the creat ion and ongoing 

20 operat ion of the k indergarten th rough grade twelve education coord inat ion counci l .  

2 1  2 .  The counc i l  consists of : 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

3 1  

a .  Three members of the legis lative assembly, one of whom must be a member of 

the minority partyhouse of representatives, selected by the legislative 

managementmajority leader of the house of representatives, one member of the 

senate se lected by the majority leader of the senate, and one member of the 

m inority party se lected th rough coord i nat ion between the majority leaders of each 

chamber: 

b .  The  governor or the governor's designee: 

c. The superi ntendent of pub l ic  i nstruction or the superi ntendent's designee: 

d .  The president of the  state board fo r  career and techn ical education or the 

pres ident's designee: 
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e.  The president of  the board of  the North Dakota counc i l  of  educationa l  leaders or  

the president's designee: 

L. The president of the board of North Dakota un ited or the president's designee: 

g,_ The president of the board of the North Dakota school boards association or the 

pres ident's designee: 

� The president of the board of the North Dakota smal l  organ ized schools or  the 

pres ident's designee: and 

L. The fol lowing gubernatorial appointees: 

ill An ind iv idual  representing the statewide longitud ina l  data system 

committee: 

@ An ind ividual  representi ng a tr ibal school: 

.(fil An ind iv idual  employed as a pub l ic  school adm in i strator: 

ill An ind iv idual  employed as a pub l ic  school pri nc ipal:  

.(fil An ind iv idual  employed as a pub l ic  school teacher: 

.(fil A d i rector of a specia l  education un it:-aoo 

ill A d i rector of a regional education associat ion: and 

(8) A behavioral health representative from the department of human services . 

1 8 3.  The term of off ice for a member appointed by the governor is  fou r years. The governor 

1 9  
20 

may stagger the i n it ia l  appointments to the counc i l  so no more than th ree members' 

terms expi re i n  any year. 

2 1  4 .  The counc i l  shal l  se lect a pres id ing off icer annua l ly f rom among its members .  

22 � A member of the counc i l  who is a member of the legis lative assemb ly is ent it led to 

23 
24 

25 

26 
27 

28 
29 
30 
3 1  

receive per d iem compensation at the rate provided under  sect ion 54-35- 1 0 for each 

day perform ing off ic ia l  dut ies of the counc i l  and to reimbursement for travel and 

expenses as provided by law, to be paid by the legis lative counc i l .  A member of the 

counc i l  who is not a state employee is entit led to receive as compensation s ixty-two 

dol lars and fifty cents per day and to re imbursement of expenses as provided by law 

for state off icers wh i l e  attend ing meetings of the counc il, to be paid by the state board 

of pub l ic  school education .  A state employee who is a member  of the counc i l  is ent it led 

to receive that employee's regular salary and is ent it led to re imbursement for m i leage 

and expenses, to be paid by the employing agency. 

1 9 .0584. 02005 



Sixty-sixth 
Legislative Assembly 

Se ;;.26 
?J -Jc,. n 

-:# /  

1 6 .  The council may hire an executive director. 

2 7 .  The council shall : 
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a.  Assist in the implementation, dissemination, and communication of the statewide 

strategic vision and evaluate progress toward meeting the identified goals and 

strategies. 

b .  Perform a continuous review of the effectiveness and efficiency of access and 

delivery of education services and programs in the state. 

c .  Identify opportunities for increased collaboration among state education entities 

and stakeholders . 

d. Identify gaps or duplications in education services and programs and provide 

recommendations for addressing those gaps or duplications . 

e. Study and evaluate new and emerging educational initiatives and t rends and 

provide recommendations for policy changes to state entities or the legislative 

assembly if necessary. 

t. Support the implementation, dissemination, and communication of local or 

regional educational initiatives and practices, including innovative education 

programs, on a statewide level. 

g_,_ Establish a one-stop communication and information hub to provide the public 

and interested parties with seamless access to state entities that delive r 

education services and programs. 

� Develop and utilize subcommittees as needed. 

L. Seek advice and input f rom interested parties not appointed to the council as 

23 needed. 

24 SECTION 2 .  AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 1 5. 1 -07-33 of the North Dakota 

25 Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows :  

26 1 .  Notwithstanding any other technology requirements imposed by the superintendent of 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31  

public instruction, o r  the information technology department , or the North Dakota 

educational technology council, each school district shall acquire PowerSchool 

throughimplement the state student information system administered by the 

information technology department and use it as its principal student information 

system. Each school district shall use a state course code, assigned by the 
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1 department of public instruction, to identify all local classes in PowerSchoolthe state 

2 student information system. 

3 SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 1 5. 1 -07-33 of the North Dakota 

4 Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

1 0  

1 1  

2 .  The superintendent of publio instruotionstatewide longitudinal data system committee 

may exempt a school d istrict from having to aoquireimplement and uti l ize 

Po1.'t'erSohoolthe state student information system if the school d istrict demonstrates 

that, in� 

a. The district has ac uired and is usin a student information s stem determined to 

be compatible with the statewide longitudinal data system: or 

r------=b"-. ---'l"'--'n accordance with requ i rements of the bureau of Ind ian education ,  the d istrict 

1 2  has acqu i red and is uti l iz ing a student i nformation system that is  determined to 

1 3  ,_____ be comparable by the superintendent. 

1 4  SECTION 4 .  AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 28-32-01 of the North Dakota Century 

1 5  Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

1 6 2. "Administrative agency" or "agency" means each board, bureau, commission, 

1 7  
1 8  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

department, or other administrative unit of the executive branch of state government , 

including one or more officers, employees, or other persons directly or indirectly 

purporting to act on behalf or under authority of the agency. An administrative unit 

located within or subordinate to an administrative agency must be treated as part of 

that agency to the extent it purports to exercise authority subject to this chapter. The 

term administrative agency does not include : 

a. The office of management and budget except with respect to rules made under 

section 32- 1 2.2- 1 4 , rules relating to conduct on the capitol grounds and in 

buildings located on the capitol grounds under section 54-2 1 - 1 8, rules relating to 

the classified service as authorized under section 54-44.3-07 , and rules relating 

to state purchasing practices as required under section 54-44.4-04. 

b. The adjutant general with respect to the department of emergency services. 

c. The council on the arts. 

d. The state auditor. 
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e .  The department o f  commerce with respect to  the  divis ion o f  economic 

deve lopment and f inance. 

f .  The dai ry promotion comm iss ion .  

g .  The education factf ind ing comm ission . 

h .  The educational technologykindergarten th rough grade twelve education 

coord i nat ion counci l .  

i .  The board of equal ization . 

j . The board of h igher education .  

k .  The  I ndian affai rs commiss ion . 

I .  T h e  industrial commission with respect t o  the activit ies of the Bank of North 

Dakota , North Dakota hous ing f inance agency, pub l ic  f inance author ity, North 

Dakota m i l l  and e levator associat ion ,  No rth Dakota farm f inance agency, the 

No rth Dakota transm ission authority, and the North Dakota p ipe l i ne  authority. 

m .  The department of correct ions and rehab i l itat ion except with respect to the 

activit ies of the d ivision of adult services under chapter 54-23 .4 .  

n .  The pardon advisory board . 

o .  The  parks and recreat ion department .  

p .  The parole board . 

q .  The state fai r  association .  

r. The attorney general with respect to activit ies of the state toxico log ist and the 

state cr ime laboratory. 

s .  The  adm in istrative commi ttee on vete rans' affai rs except with respect to  rules 

relat ing to the supervis ion and government of the veterans' home and the 

i mp lementation of programs or  se rvices provided by the veterans' home. 

t .  The industrial comm iss ion with respect to the l i gn ite research fund except as 

requ i red under sect ion 57-6 1 -0 1 . 5 .  

u .  T h e  attorney general with respect t o  gu idel i nes adopted under section 1 2 . 1 -32- 1 5  

for the risk assessment of sexual offenders ,  the r isk level review process , and 

pub l i c  disclosure of i nformation under sect ion 1 2 . 1 -32- 1 5 .  

v. The comm ission on legal counsel  for ind igents . 
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w. The attorney general with respect to twenty-fou r  seven sobr iety program 

gu ide l i nes and program fees . 

x. The i ndustr ial comm ission with respect to approving  or  sett ing water rates under  

4 chapter 6 1 -40 . 

5 SECTION 5 .  AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of sect ion 54-59-33 of the North Dakota Centu ry 

6 Code is amended and reenacted as fol lows: 

7 1 . The statewide longi tud i nal data system committee consists of : 

8 

9 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

2 1  

22 

a.  The comm iss ioner of  the board of  h igher education  o r  the comm issioner's 

des ignee;  

b .  The superintendent o f  pub l i c  instruct ion or the  super i ntendent's designee;  

c .  The ch ief i nformation off icer or the officer's des ignee ;  

d .  The d i rector of  the department of  career and techn ical educat ion or the d i rector's 

des ignee;  

e .  The d i rector o f  job service North Dakota or  the  d i rector's designee ;  

f .  The comm iss ioner of commerce or  the commissioner's des ignee ;  

g . The d i rector of the department of human services or  the d i rector's des ignee;  

h .  The director of the North Dal(ota educational technology council; 

h- The executive d i rector of the North Dakota counc i l  of educat ional  leaders or  the 

executive d i rector's des ignee;  

t,-L. The d i rector of the North Dakota workforce development counc i l  o r  the d i rector's 

des ignee;  and 

k-i. Two members of the leg is lative assembly appo i nted by the chai rman of the 

23 legis lative management .  

24 SECTION 6. REPEAL. Sections 54-59- 1 7  and 54-59- 1 8  of the North Dakota Centu ry Code 

25 are repealed . 
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Prepared by the Leg is lat ive Counc i l  staff for t:J / 0 f 2--Senator Davison r 
Apri l  1 9 , 20 1 9 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE B I LL NO.  22 1 5  

That the House recede from its amendments as p ri nted on pages 1 1 62 and 1 1 63 of the Senate 
Jou rnal and pages 1 35 1  and 1 352 of the House Jou rnal and that Engrossed Senate B i l l  
No .  22 1 5  be amended as fol lows : 

Page 1 ,  l i ne 3 ,  rep lace "sections 1 5- 1 9-02 and 1 5- 1 9-06, subsect ion 1 "  with "subsections 1 
and 2 "  

Page 1 ,  l i ne  5 ,  remove "the center for d istance education , "  

Page 1 , remove l i nes 1 O through 24 

Page 2, remove l i nes 1 th rough 30 

Page 3, remove l i nes 1 th rough 1 5  

Page 3 ,  l i ne  22 , remove "of whom must be a"  

Page 3 ,  l i ne 23 ,  replace "m inority party, selected by the legis lative management" w i th "majority 
party f rom each chamber of the legis lative assemb ly, selected by the respective 
majority leader of the chamber, and one member of the m inority party selected th rough 
col laboration between the respective m inority leaders of each chamber 

Page 4 ,  l i ne 1 2 , remove "and" 

• 
Page 4 ,  l i ne  1 3 , after "associat ion " insert :  ": and 

• 

.(fil An ind ividual employed as a school counselor" 

Page 5 ,  after l i ne  20 i nsert: 

"8 .  The  counc i l  shal l  meet fou r  t imes per calendar year. 

9 .  The counc i l  shal l  prepare and  present an annua l  report of counc i l  activit ies 
to the department of pub l ic  instruction and to an i nter im com m ittee 
designated by the legis lat ive management .  

Page 5 ,  l ine 26 ,  overstrike "acqu i re PowerSchoo l "  

Page 5 ,  l i ne 27,  overstrike "th rough"  and insert immed iate ly the reafter " implement the state 
student i nformation system admin istered by" 

Page 5 ,  l i ne  29 ,  overstr ike " PowerSchool "  and insert immediately thereafter " the state student 
i nformation system" 

Page 5 ,  after l i ne  29 ,  i nsert :  

"SECTION 3 .  AMENDMENT. Subsect ion 2 of section 1 5 . 1 -07-33 of the North 
Dakota Centu ry Code is amended and reenacted as fol lows : 

2 .  The superintendent of public instructionstatewide longitud ina l  data system 
comm ittee may exempt a school d istr ict from having to acquire implement 
and uti l ize Po•NerSchoolthe state student i nformat ion system if the school 
d istrict demonstrates that, in� 
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The d istrict has acqu i red and is us ing a student i nformation system 
determined to be compat ib le with the statewide longitud i na l  data 
system: or 

!n accordance with requ i rements of the bu reau of I nd ian education , 
the d istrict has acqu i red and is uti l iz ing a student i nformation system 
that is determ ined to be comparable by the super intendent . " 

Page No.  2 1 9 . 0584.02007 

>!3 Z.2.,f,,5" 
lf-zz- 17 
A-If- #/ 

p._ZoP-2--

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

1 9 . 0584. 02008 
Tit le . 

SP Z Z IS 
Lt -23-1 9 
A H- #1 

Prepared by the Legis lat ive Counc i l  staff for ff' I o  f I 
Senator Davison 

Apr i l 22 , 20 1 9  

P ROPOSED AMEN DMENTS TO ENGROSSE D  SENATE BI LL NO . 22 1 5  

That the House recede from its amendments as pr i nted on pages 1 1 62 and 1 1 63 of the Senate 
Jou rnal and pages 1 35 1  and 1 352 of the House Journa l  and that Engrossed Senate B i l l  
No . 22 1 5  be amended as fol lows : 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  3 ,  remove "sect ions 1 5- 1 9-02 and 1 5- 1 9-06, subsection  1 of" 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  4, remove "section 1 5 . 1 -07-33, "  

Page 1 ,  l i n e  5 ,  remove "the center for d istance education ,  the student" 

Page 1 ,  l i ne  6, remove " i nformation system , "  

Page 1 ,  remove l i nes 1 O through 24 

Page 2 ,  remove l i nes 1 th rough 30 

Page 3, remove l i nes 1 th rough 1 5  

Page 3 ,  l i ne  22 ,  remove "of whom must be a" 

Page 3, l i ne  23, rep lace "m inority party, selected by the legis lative management" with "majority 
party from each chamber of the legis lative assem bly, selected by the respective 
majority leader of the chamber, and one member  of the m i nority party selected th rough 
col laboration  between the respective m inority leaders of each chamber" 

Page 4 ,  l i ne  4 ,  remove "and" 

Page 4 ,  l i ne  5 ,  after "L." i nsert "The president of the board of the North Dakota school counselor 
associat ion or  the president's designee: and 

L." 
Page 5 ,  after l i ne  2 1  i nsert :  

"8 . The counc i l  shal l  meet at least fou r  t imes per calendar year. 

9 . The counc i l  shal l  prepare and present an annual  report of counc i l  activit ies 
to the state board of pub l ic  school education and to the legis lative 
management . " 

Page 5 ,  remove l i nes 22 through 29 

Renumber accord i ng ly 
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F IRST ENGROSSMENT 19.0584.02008 

Sixty-sixth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

ENGROSSED SENATE B ILL NO. 221 5 

Introduced by 

Senator Schaib le 

Representative Owens 

1 A BILL for an Act to create and enact a new section to chapter 15 .1-01 of the North Dakota 

2 Century Code, relating to the creation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education 

3 coordination council ; to amend and reenact sections 15 19 02 and 16 19 OS, subsection 1 of 

4 section 16.1  07 aa, subsection 2 of section 28-32-01, and subsection 1 of section 54-59-33 of 

5 the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the center for distance education, the student 

6 inf.ormation system, the definition of administrative agency, and the statewide longitudinal data 

7 system committee; and to repeal sections 54-59-17 and 54-59-18 of the North Dakota Century 

8 Code, relating to the educational technology council .  

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

1 0  SECTION 1 .  AMENDMENT. Section 15 19 02 of the North Dakota Century Gode is 

11  amended and reenacted as follows: 

1 2  16 19 82. Administ,atieR Di�ete, ef eente, te, distanee edueatien Appeintment 

13 and duties. 

1 4 The program of and all aeti•,ities related to the center f.or distance education are the 

1 5  responsibility of the center for distance education and under the supervisionauthority of the 

1 6  educational technology councilstate board for career and technical education. The educational 

1 7  technology council shalldireetor of the department of career and technical education may hire a 

1 8  state director ofadrninistration and staff for the center for distance education who must be 

1 9  classified under the state personnel merit system. The directoradministration shall carry out the 

20 director'sffll responsibilities in the administration ofadministering the center for distance 

21 edueation in the manner appro¥ed by the educational technology eouneilstete board for career 
22 and technical education. under the supervision of the direetor of the department of career and 
23 technical education and in compliance with reguirernents established by the superintendent of 
24 public instruction and the education standards and practices board. The state board for career 
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a Fturnster the responsibilities of the board f h . end teehnieal edueotion shall d · · 

1 r 
O a se eel d1stnet 

re a mg to the center for distance edueation. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Seetion 16 19 06 of the North Oak t C 0 a entury Gode 1s 

amended and reenacted as fello•Ns: 

16 19 86. Speeial funds Deposit of collections TFansfe,s from general fund 

appropriations. 

1 . A speeial operating fund fer the eenter fer distanec education must be ma· t . d 

·th· 

m a1ne 

2. 

w1 in t
_
he state treasury and all income and fees eollccted by the ecnter for distane 

edueot1on from any s . 
0 

ouree must be remitted monthly by the director to the state 

treasurer and ercdited to the spceial operating fund ,.. II c>Epene1·t f 
. . 

• N I UFOS rem the fund 

must be 'lt'lthm the limits of legislati,.•e appropriations and must b d e ma e upon 

,.,ouehers, signed and appro'fed by the technology director appointed by th 

el f 

e 

c uea ionol technology eouncildireetor of the department of ea d . 
. 

- -- -- reer an_ teehmeal 

edueet1on. Upon approval of the vouehers by the office of the b d t ... u go , warrant cheeks 

must be prepared by the office of management and budget. The state treasurer shall 

make periodic transfers upon order of the direetor of the office of management and 

budge� from the center fer distanee education general fund appropriation to the speeial 

operating fund whenever its balance falls so lo"' as to re . I .. quire supp ementation 

The educational teehnolegy oeuneil may establish an administrati'fe operation�I fund 

el net le e•eeeEI ten llle"sanEI Elellare, ""' el !he speeiel epe,aling fun<! fer the eenle; 

for d1stanec education. The administrati't'e operational fund must be deposited in the 

B
_
ank of North DalEota and may be drawn upon by the state director of the eenter fer 

distonee education for the payment of 
. 

necessary e>Epenses in the administration and 

operation of the eenter fer distanee edueation ... ithin the r ·t d 
. 

w 1 m1 s an rules preseribed by 

the educational technology eouneil. The direetor shall subm1·t a full . t 
. . 

, m1nu e, and 

itemized statement of e'fery e>Ependiture made during the month to the eouneil in 

aecordance with the rules adopted by the eouncil, and thereafter the council m 
. d' 

a� 
peno ieolly authorize additional transfers to the administraf" 1,,e operational fund but 

the balance in the fund may ne't'er e>Eceed ten thousand dollars, and any 

, 

unencumbered balance at the end of any biennium t s revert to the state treasury. 
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1 The administrati¥e operational fund may not be used to pay salaries or expenses of 

2 the director. 

58 ZZ,/S 
4- 2,'!, - l 'I 
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3 a. The educational technology councilstate board for career and technical educatioA 

4 may establish a scholarship fund to pro¥ide financial grants to students enrolled in 

5 courses offered through the center for distance education. The scholarship fund may 

6 consist only of those funds specifically appropriated by the legislati¥e assembly and 

7 property receiYed by the council or the center for distance education as a gift, de1tise, 

8 or bequest. Any gift, devise, or bequest of property received by the council� or 

9 center for distance education which is designated by the eouneilb:Qefd. and donor for 

1 0  the scholarship fund must be deposited in the scholarship fund at the Bank of North 

1 1  Dakota. The state director of the center for distance education may draw only on the 

1 2  interest earned by the scholarship fund for the award of scholarships within the limits 

1 3  and rules adopted by the educational technology councilstatc board for career and 

1 4  technical education. The interest earned by the scholarship fund is appropriated to the 

1 5  center for distance education. 

1 6  SECTION 1 .  A new section to chapter 1 5 . 1 -0 1  of the North Dakota Century Code is created 

1 7  and enacted as follows: 

1 8  Kindergarten through grade twelve education coord ination counci l .  

1 9  1.,_ The state board of public school education shall oversee the creation and ongoing 

20 operation of the kindergarten through grade twelve education coord ination council. 

2 1  2 .  The council consists of: 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

a.  Three members of the legislative assembly, one of whom must be a member of 

the minority party, seleeted by the legislative managementmajority party from 

each chamber of the legislative assembly, selected by the respective majority 

leader of the chamber, and one member of the minority party selected through 

collaboration between the respective minority leaders of each chamber: 

b .  The governor or the governor's designee: 

c. The superintendent of public instruction or the superintendent's designee: 

d .  The president of the state board for career and technical education or the 

president's designee; 
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e .  The  president of  the board of  the North Dakota counci l  o f  educationa l  leaders or 

the president's designee: 

f,_ The president of the board of North Dakota un ited or the president's designee: 

g... The president of the board of the North Dakota schoo l boards association or the 

president's designee: 

h.. The president of the board of the North Dakota smal l  organ ized schools or the 

president's designee:-aAt:i 

L. The president of the board of the North Dakota school counselor association or 

the president's designee: and 

j. The fo l lowing gubernator ia l  appointees: 

ill An individua l  representing the statewide longitudina l  data system 

committee: 

.(2)_ An individual representing a tribal school: 

.Q} An individual employed as a publ ic school admin istrator: 

ffi An individual employed as a publ ic school princ ipal: 

_(fil An individual employed as a publ ic school teacher: 

.(fil A director of a specia l  education un it: and 

ft lf  -;J: 2--

1 8  ill A director of a regional education association . 

1 9  3 .  The term of  office for a member appointed by the governor is four  years . The governor 

20 

2 1  

may stagger the in itial appointments to the counci l  so n o  more than three members' 

terms expire in any year. 

22 4. The counc i l  shal l  select a presiding officer annua l ly from among its members. 

23 5.  A member of the counci l  who is a member of the legislative assembly is entitled to 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

receive per diem compensation at the rate provided under section 54-35-1 0  for each 

day performing official duties of the counci l  and to reimbursement for travel and 

expenses as provided by law, to be paid by the legis lative counc i l .  A member of the 

counci l  who is not a state employee is entitled to receive as compensation s ixty-two 

dol lars and fifty cents per day and to reimbursement of expenses as provided by law 

for state officers whi le attending meetings of the council, to be pa id by the state board 

of publ ic school education . A state employee who is a member of the counci l  is entitled 
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1 to receive that employee's regular salary and is entitled to reimbursement for mileage 

2 and expenses. to be paid by the employing agency. 

3 6 .  The council may hire an  executive director. 

4 7 .  The council shall: 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  
1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  
1 5  

1 6 
1 7  

1 8  
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sh Assist in the implementation, dissemination, and communication of the statewide 

strategic vision and evaluate progress toward meeting the identified goals and 

strategies. 

.b.,. Perform a continuous review of the effectiveness and efficiency of access and 

d elivery of education services and programs in the state. 

c .  Identify opportunities for increased collaboration among state education entities 

and stakeholders. 

g_.,_ Identify gaps or duplications in education services and programs and provide 

recommendations for addressing those gaps or duplications. 

e. Study and evaluate new and emerging educational initiatives and trends and 

provide recommendations for policy changes to state entities or the legislative 

assembly if necessary. 

t Support the implementation, dissemination, and communication of local or 

regional educational initiatives and practices, including innovative education 

programs, on a statewide level. 

9.,. Establish a one-stop communication and information hub  to provide the public 

and interested parties with seamless access to state entities that deliver 

education services and programs. 

b.,_ Develop and utilize subcommittees as needed . 

L. Seek advice and input from interested parties not appointed to the council as 

needed. 

8. The council shall meet at least four times per calendar year. 

9 .  Th e  council shall prepare and present an  annual report of council activities to  the state 

28 board of public school education and to the legislative management. 

29 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 16.1 07 33 of the North DalEota 

30 Century Gode is amendcel and rocnaeted as follows: 
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1 . Notv,ithstanding any other technology requirements imposed by the superintendent of 

publio instruction, 2£ the information teotmology department, or the North Dakota 

3 educational technology eouneil, each school district shell acquire PowerSehool 

4 through the information technology department and use it as its principal student 

5 information system. Eaeh sehool district shall use a state course eode, assigned by 

6 the department of public instruetion, to identify all loeal elasses in PowerSehool. 

7 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 28-32-01 of the North Dakota Century 

8 Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

9 2 .  "Administrative agency" or "agency" means each board, bureau, commission, 

1 0  
1 1  
1 2  
1 3  
1 4  
1 5  

1 6  
1 7  
1 8  

1 9  
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28 

29 

30 

3 1  

department, or other administrative unit of the executive branch of state government, 

including one or more officers, employees, or other persons directly or indirectly 

purporting to act on behalf or under authority of the agency. An administrative unit 

located within or subordinate to an administrative agency must be treated as part of 

that agency to the extent it purports to exercise authority subject to this chapter. The 

term administrative agency does not include: 

a. The office of management and budget except with respect to rules m ade under 

section 32-12.2-14, rules relating to conduct on the capitol grounds and in 

buildings located on the capitol grounds under section 54-21-18, rules relating to 

the classified service as authorized under section 54-44.3-07, and rules relating 

to state pu rchasing practices as required under section 54-44 .4-04. 

b .  The adjutant general with respect to the department of emergency services. 

c .  The council on the arts. 

d .  The state auditor. 

e. The department of commerce with respect to the division of economic 

development and finance. 

f. The dairy promotion commission. 

g. The education factfinding commission. 

h .  The educational technologykindergarten through grade twelve education 

coordination council. 

i. The board of equal ization. 

j. The board of higher education. 
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k. The Indian affairs commission. 

I. The industrial commission with respect to the activities of the Bank of North 

Dakota, North Dakota housing finance agency, public finance authority, North 

Dakota mill and elevator association, North Dakota farm finance agency, the 

North Dakota transmission authority, and the North Dakota p ipeline authority. 

m. The department of corrections and rehabi l itation except with respect to the 

activities of the division of adu lt services under chapter 54-23.4. 

n .  The pardon advisory board . 

o. The parks and recreation department. 

p .  The parole board . 

q. The state fair association. 

r. The attorney general with respect to activities of the state toxicolog ist and the 

state crime laboratory. 

s . The administrative committee on veterans' affairs except with respect to ru les 

relating to the supervision and government of the veterans' home and the 

implementation of programs or services provided by the veterans' home. 

t .  The industrial commission with respect to the lignite research fund except as 

requi red under section 57-6 1 -0 1 .5 .  
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u .  The attorney general with respect t o  guidelines adopted under section 1 2 . 1 -32- 1 5 

for the risk assessment of sexual offenders, the risk level review process, and 

publ ic d isclosure of information under section 1 2 . 1 -32- 15 .  

v. The commission on legal counsel for ind igents. 

w. The attorney general with respect to twenty-four seven sobriety program 

g u idelines and program fees. 

x. The industrial commission with respect to approving or setting water rates under 

26 chapter 6 1 -40. 

27 SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 54-59-33 of the North Dakota Century 

28 Code is amended and reenacted as fol lows: 

29 1 . The statewide longitud inal data system committee consists of: 

30 a. The commissioner of the board of higher education or the commissioner's 

3 1  designee; 
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b .  The  superintendent of publ ic instruction or  the superintendent's designee; 

c .  The chief i nformation officer or  the officer's designee;  

d .  The d irector of the department of career and techn ical education or the d irector's 

designee; 

e. The d irector of job service North Dakota or the d irector's designee; 

f. The commissioner of commerce or the commissioner's designee; 

g. The d irector of the department of human services or the d irector's designee; 

h. The director of the North Dakota educational technology council; 

h- The executive d irector of the North Dakota counci l  of educational leaders or the 

executive d irector's designee; 

t--L The d irector of the North Dakota workforce development council or the d irector's 

designee; and 

*'"1 Two members of the leg islative assembly appointed by the chairman of the 

1 4  legislative management . 

1 5  SECTION 4. REPEAL. Sections 54-59-17 and 54-59-18 of the North Dakota Century Code 

1 6  are repealed. 
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