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Minutes: Chulr Kelsch opened the hcuring on I IB 1343 rclntlng to nonresident students uttcnding 

clcmcntury or high schools in this stutc, 

Rcp,Kcr1,num. Dist 35 : (500) support this bill bccnusc of u prnblcm in my school district. 

wnnt you to listen to both sides und <lcci<lc. 

Gary R. Thune. Attorney from Bismarck representing Hettinger School Dist. : support of 

l-181343. (SEE ATTACHED TESTIMONY) 

Rep, Nelson : (950) Currently are SD ~chools are on a per pupil basis like we arc? 

Mr, Thun~ : I'm not familiar with how they fund their schools. 

Rep, Nelson : If I understand you right, SD is not paying any SD dollars towards these students 

getting educated in ND, right? 

Mr, Thu~: (982) SD takes the position that they are not SD residence, and they puy n1.1thing. 
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liQll1 Nottcstnd: (1015) The mo,·lng In to u so culled upurtmcnt hus huppcncd ycurs ugo, This is 

not uncommon In the stutc, I low would you respond lo the ones who live in ND hy Lhc SD 

border, thut l f this Is pusi,c<l, will hurt them'? 

Mr, Tlum~ : This bill <.krnls solely with out-of-stutc purcnts being permitted to pny tuition to ND, 

ff the othc. stutc u<lopts slmllur lcghilutlon, then ND purents \\ill huvc to decide whether they will 

wunt to pny tuition to send their kids to SD, Whut we huvc now, is SD students urc being 

cducuted with ND tux dollurs. This hill will ullow SD purcnts to stuy in SD with their fo111ilics 

un<l puy tuition, This will foster keeping that lhmily in 8D. 

Rep, Huu,s : ( 1205) You suid there is no rcciprocul ugrccmcnt with SD, so whut uhout those 45 

students thut go to the Lemmon School Dist.? ls thut school district invnl vcd in your I itlgution? 

Mt, Thune : The litigution is between I lcttingcr un<l the N, W, School Dist. in SD, I'm not 

involved with thut. 

Rep. Huns: If we pnss this, do you sec some form ofrctnliation between the Lemmon und 

Hettinger School Dist., and the Selfridge und Lemmon School Dist.'? They had rccipmcul 

agreements before that worked well. 

Mr. Thyne : (1315) My understanding is thut the ngrccment with Lemmon is intact nn<l 

acceptable, and there is no intention to change it. 

Rep. Haas : ( l 358) Then it's the N. W, School Dist. that is being obstinate. 

Mr. Thune : I'm not familiar with that litigation. 

Sen. Krnuter : here in support of HB 1343, 

Ellen Elder. Hettinger School Boarct : (1468) support this bill. We had members of our 

community that moved back to SD and they wanted their children to keep at.tending school in 
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I lcttlngcr Cour,ty, Thoy lmcd u dclcgutlor, of Purcntul Powers. This wns us1:d 1hr three Yl'nrs. 

Wo hud moro und more fomlllcs trying to use the powers tool. The N. W, School Dist. uskcd for 

un opinion on thut lcgul tool. It wus dctcrm!IH:d thut the tool wusn 1t properly l'~)pl led, We then 

hud pnrunts whose children hud uttcndcd school und they wuntcd lP iontinuc, They bought 

homes in Hettinger, We huvc u totul of four lhmilics in I lcttingcr thut huvc their elementary um! 

Junlo1· high students uttcnding our schools, Thdr oldc1· siblings rcrnuin in SD und thl.! N. W, 

School Dist. puys those tuition's for thos~ students. Now '.VC arc huvlng u problem with th~ N. W. 

Dist. snying thcsu people urc not living in theil' homes in I lcttingcr, They mfusc to pny tuition for 

those elementary students. They urc assuming thnt the high school students urc living In 

1-lcttlngcr, und they arc withholding nil the tuition for those high school students, This hus 

created u rcnl problem for us In Hettinger. It should huvc been ud<lrcssc<l ycurs ugo. We hnvl.! 

high legal bills trying to address residency issues, The two communities huvc a strained 

relationship now. Lifo long friendships nre being brnkcn, and this should not huppcn. Jes 

unnccessm·y and unfortunute. 

Rep, Nottestnd : You say it is simr,le, just puss this. What do you sny to those parents that sny. 

please don't pass this'? (t may jeopardize out· opportunity to go into SD. 

Ellen : No one has contacted me with that concern. 

Rep, Nottestad : Their concern is if SD changes their law. SD may change and then hurt them. 

t\..ciene Walch. Hettinger School Board: in support of l-1B1343. The law needs more 

clarification. Wouldn't it make more sense for SD residence to pay for the education of their 

children rather than burdening the ND school district where their students attend? We want to 

allow those parents to pay for their tuition. 
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1:Qm 12s:s;kgria.UJ!1 : (2060) opposed to I IB 1343. J symputhizo with those pnrcntn from SD with 

the N. W, School Dist. We undcrstund why those purcnts wunt to send their kids t,> J lctlingcr, 

hccuusc It is un excellent school district. This is the wrong solution. We need to continue to 

work ul cstubllshlng district to district or stuto to stulc r<Jlut:onshlp ucross the bordc1\ or p1.1t in 

pince rcclprncul cnrolhncnt ugrcomcnts where dlstrkts continue to muintain the responsibility for 

the education In district of rosidcm.~c. If we puss this, we will huvc no burguinlng power. 

RQp, Nelson: How muny ycurs hus it been thut SD hus not hnd n l'Cclprocul ugrccmcnt with ND'/ 

Mr.~ : I think Is was 4 ycut's ugo. 

8QD, Nelson : Thut bolng sl\id, it would look liko we uro moving fol'lhcr uwuy from u llc·gotiut,~d 

ngrccmcnl with SD, then we were 4 yours ugo. Whut is the time line to come to nn agreement'? 

We need u solution. 

b1r, Decker : We only have u problem with the one SD district, that being the N.W. District. 

This bill is designed to enable the obstinate behavior of one SD school district. 

~ : Any more testimony? Hearing nor1c, HB 1343 is closed. 
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Chairman R, Kclscht Vicc-Chuir T, Bruscgnurd, Rep, Bellew, Rep. Grumbo, Rep. Huus. Rep, 

Hunson, Rep. Hawken, Rep. Hunskor, Rep. Johnson, Rep. Mci\!r, Rep. Mt1cllcr, Rep. Nelson. 

Rep, Nottestad, Rep, Solberg, Rep, Thoreson 

Chairmen Kclschi We will now tuke up HB 1343. What urc the wishes of the committee. 

Rep, Thoreson: I move u DO NOT PASS. 

Rep. Solberg: Second. 

Chairman Kelsch: Committee discussion. 

The motion of DO NOT PASS passes with 14 YA Y 0 Nay 1 ABSENT, 

Floor assignment: Rep. Thoreson 



FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT 

House 8111 or Resolution No. 1343 

This blll or resolutlon appeara to affeol revenues, expend1turee1 or fiscal liability of counties, cities, or school districts. 
HowAvar, no $late agency has prlrnAry responsibility for complllng and maintaining the Information necessary for tile 
proper preparotlon of a fiscal note regarding this bill or resolution. Pursuant to Joint Rule 502, this statement meets the 
flsoal note requirement. 

John Walotad 
Code Revlsor 
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Legislative Council Amendment Number ----------------
Action Taken 

Motion Made By 0.e. ~r~s~I).. Seconded By _:f2ep. ( ~ r) be rt, 
-- J 

Reorcscntatives Yes No RcnrescnCatlves Ycs No 
Chalrman-RaeAnn G, Kelsch ~ Reo. Howard Grumbo ~ 
V, Chairman-Thomas T. Brusegaard Rep, Lvle Hanson V 
Rep. Larry Bellew )( Rea>, Bob Hunskor )C. 
Rep, C,B, Haas_ ""f... ReD, Phllllo Mueller >< 
Rep, Kathy Hawken X Rep, Corvan Solberg 't, 
Rep, Denni, E. ~ohnson X 
Rep, Lisa Meler '( 

.~ 

Rep, Jon 0, Nelson X 
Rep.Darrell D. Nottestad )( 

Rep, Laurel Thoreson 'y:.._ 

---

Tctal 

Absent 

/ 'i di 
(Yes) _s.:/ick here lo lyPe Yes Vole,, ... No Click here 10 type No Vote ___ _ 

I 

Floor Assignment Click here to IV ,e Flvor Assi 1nmen1 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 6, 2001 4:54 p.m. 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 

Module No: HR•21 •2639 
Carrier: L. Thoreson 

Insert LC: , Title: , 

HB 1343: Education Committee (Rep. R, Kelsch, Chairman) recommends 00 NOT PASS 
(14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1343 was placed on the. 
~leverith order on the calendar. 

(2) OESk. (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR·21 ♦2S39 
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Testimony on HB 1343 

Madam Chairman and Committee Members 
-introduction 

-proponent ofl-181343 that amends NDCC section 1~•40,2-10 

-would like the statute to clearly state that parents of students in bordering 
states may pay tuition directly to a School District for the education of their 
child 
.. some people have the view that this is not possible 

-there are parents who would choose this option if it were clearly available 

-The Hettinger School Board wants this option to be possible to our 
neighboring communities thereby alleviating the hardships that have 
occurred since parents have requested their children to go to school in 
Hettinger. 

•delegation of pnrentaJ powers, used for 3 school years starting 1996 
found by DPI not correctly applied for school attendance 

•have families splitting into two residencies, one in SD and one in ND 
•currently have lawsuit being heard in SD to dedde definition of 
residency. We are stiU waiting for a decision, it has been 4 months, 

*Mounting legal bill~ to address these issues 
*Breakdown of nejghboring community relationships 

The Hettinger Schoo] Board wants to be abJe to co]]ect tuition from parents 
of students in bordering state. 

The Hettinger School District has all the difficulties that are challenging 
schooJ districts alJ across ND and we we1come new students to our district. 

Thank you for your consideration 
~-~ 
EHen Elder 
President of Hettinger School Board 
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