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Minutes:

fee Chair Jon O, Nelson, Rep, Brekke, Rep, DekKrey, Rep. Droviul,

Rep. Galyi op, Keiser, Rep. Klein, Rep, Nottestad, Rep. Porter, Rep. Weiler, Rep. Hanson,

sh, Rep, Solberg, Rep. Winrich,

Chairman Renngrfeldt: 1 open the hearing on HB 1263,
Rep, Herbel - Distriet 16: 1 recommend a Do Pass on HB 1263, (sce written testimony),

Rep. Drovdal: When we originally passed the muzzleloader bill in a special scason, the idea was
g Yl I

the fact that this was the old way. They didn’t have scopes in those days, are we [osing our intent
with this bill? If I remember right, a muzzle loader can only shoot from here to the wall, if you
can’t sce that far without any glasses....

Herbel: 1 will defer that to a gentleman who will testify later,




Page 2

Houso Natural Resources Committee
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1203
Hearing Date Junuary 28, 2001

Rep, Porter: By opening it up with an age limit, aren’t we setting ourselves up for reverse
diserimination to people under 85 who might have impaired vision? Where would it end? How
would you detend this position? Why wouldn'tit be someone thirty five and have bad vision?
Herbel: My rationale is this, there are many things applied to people who are considered senior
citizens that don’t apply o other people. | thought this would fitin with that particalur group and
wo will all get (o be 55 years of age and therelore can benelit from this as well.

Rep, Winriehs This bill before us hus a change that explicitly permits the use of telescopic sights
on muzzle toading rifles, but [ don't see where they were prohibited before this, Is this really
neeessary. Are they prohibited in some other portion of the law?

Herbel: They are prohibited.

Rep, Galvin; [ would have to ask the question, age 55 and sight impairment don't necessarily go
hand in hand?

Herbel: That is true, and they don’t have to put the scope on, but what this does is open up the
opportunity for those who cannot sce.

Rep, Galvin: It also doesn’t prevent a person who has no impairment whatsoever of using a
scope.

Herbel: That is correct.

Rep. Porter: One of the questions that came to mind, we have a separate scason for muzzle
loaders. If people were concerned about the heritage of that sport, wouldn't we be better to say
that during the regular gun season that a person who chooses to use a muzzle loader could have a
scope on it during that season, but those people who are doing it as a spectal separate season
have to follow the traditional method?

Herbel: I guess that is a matter of preference. [ don't have a position on that,




Page 3

House Naturul Resources Committes
Bill/Resolution Number 13 1263
Hearing Date January 25, 2001

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any questions of the committee?

Rep. Tom Brusegaard - Risteiet 19; 1 cosponsored the bills out of respeet for my neighbors, I ask
you give this bill and the next one your full consideration, I would like you ta place an emphasis
on the season for muzzle louding for the full enjoyment of all North Dakotans regardless of their
ability to see,

Chairman Rennerfeldt Does the committee have any questions? Anyone etse here to speiik in
fuvor of 113 12637

Philip Johnston: (See written testimony),

Rep. Porter; Why does it need 1o be telescopic. Why couldn’t it be a tube sight with no
magnification?

Jolwmston; The problem is that no only do our eyes lose the ability to focus, our eyes also tend to
get a little bit dimmer, I think we need the magnification.

Rep, Porter: [ am forty and 1 don’t see very well at night, how are you going to address my
concerns with discriminating reversely against me?

Johnston: May | suggest a friendly amendment?

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any more questions of the committee? Anyonce clse here to testify in

favor of HB 12637 Anyone here to oppose HB 12637

Mark Roster - President of Muzzle Loaders Assn.: We oppose this biil. (see written testimony),

Rep. Porter: The position of your group is “leave our muzzle loaders scason ajone, if you want to
usc a scope, hunt the regular season.”?
Roster: Yes,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any other committee questions?

Vice Chair Nelson: Are you able to apply for both the rifle season and the muzzleloaders scason?
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House Natural Resources Commitiee
Bill/Resolution Number HEB 1203
Hearing Date Junuary 25, 2001

Rosters Yes.

Yiee Chair Nelson: So in taet you have an advantage, what part of the year is muzzleloaders
season?

Roster; Muzzle loading season starts the week after the regular season and runs for 9 and ' days
in December. This year we got blizzarded out in the ¢astern part of the state both weekends,
Yice Chair Nelson: So with the addition of that scason, vou have an advantage over the many
large game humters in the stute, because you have wn added season, These people are not only
trying (o enjoy the sport, but have & longer hunting season,

Roster: | don't know if'it is really such an advantage, if' you apply for a rifle license, you have an
extremely good chance of getting o license, You have a good chance of pulling a seconid license
in many of the units. However this year in ND we had 1750 licenses prior to gratit& license taken
out, we had approximately 5000 people apply for those licenses. We hunt 5 days after rifle
scason closes, the deer have had pressure for over 16 days there are approximately 70,000 deer
that have been taken out of the field, so we are hunting the educated deer, less deer and usually in
worse weather conditions. There is not really an advantage except we get to hunt that scason
without as many hunters and at a stower pace,

Vice Chair Nelson: | would agree that there are some disadvantages as well, I am going to make

an assumption here that the muzzleloaders are probably more cthical in general than the average
hunter. They have to be closer to the animal to get a clean shot and the nature of the sport would
dictate that they are the best of the best. What other technologics could come along as you worry

about losing the sport in general. What else is possible to come along and create a water downed

muzzie loading season?
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Roster: New in line rifles, they advertise aceuraey al 225 yards without scopes, As of last month
Savage Arms developed an in line rifle that now shoots non black posder, regadar powder. You
are going o see more of this, the only thing left would be the way the rifle is loaded. Now you
have that aspeet, 1 you do allow scopes, eventually the bills will come through the floor to open
itup to everybady. Then you will hiave 3 by 9 scopes, not just tube scopes, ete., efe. You will
take away from everylhing this scason was initially set up for, There are ways to adjust the sight
for aging eyes. [ had a gun built with the back sight moved tor my vision,

Rep. Keisers Are you eurrently taking advantage ot any teehnological advincements in the
pursuit of your sport, today, for example the quality of the powder or any change in projectile or
any other part of your weapon in opposition in the tradition you are here to support?

Roster; Yes, we are using purer forms of leads, 1 pour my own balls, the barrels are better, The
rifling is machine cut instead of hand cut, Even those that are traditionalist, there is technology
that is lost, But, we are still trying to hold true to the form ol a person having to hunt in this
manner, There is not one of us dressing up as Danicel Boone, we have to wear orange. We have to
make some concessions, | do not think a scope is one of those concessions.

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any further questions?

Nicholas Sevart: | am here to speak against HB 1263, (see written testimony),

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Are there any questions?

Gary Anderson: | am opposed to this bill. (sec written testimony).

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any questions of the commiittec?

Rep. Keiser: Is one the major concerns of the muzzleloaders is will this bill create too great a

pressure on the current license level, for those people who want to hunt like you do?
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Bill/Resolution Number HB 1263
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Anderson; | believe it will inerease that somes hat, there is already an inerease in the nambers
and adding a scope to that rille will inerease that number again,

Chuirman Rennerfeldt Anyone else in opposition of 3 1263,

Mike Dopihue - NDWIT& USND: We support the muzzleloaders in opposition of the bill. We
recommend o Do No Pass.

Chairman Rennerfeldt; Any questions of the committee? Anyone else here 1o speik in opposition
ol this bill?

Our group opposes this bill and

we stand as a group in opposition of this bill,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Does the commitiee have any questions. Anyone ¢lse to speak in
opposition to this bill?

Cindy Haakenson - Missouri River Muzzle Loaders Assn.: 1 am here to oppose this bill for the

same reasons as the rest of the clubs are in opposition.

Chairman Rennerfeldt; Committee questions? Anyone else to speik in opposition to this bill? If

not, | will close the hearing on HB 1263,
COMMITTEE WORK

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Let’s do HB 1263,

Rep. Solberg: In order to get things rolling, I move a Do Not Pass on this one.

Reypy, Galvin: I second.

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any further discussion?

Rep, DeKrey: I really have mixed emotions about this bill, I can see where someone has hunted
all their lives and their eyesight is failing that maybe they would like to continue, but maybe

there is something we can do for visually impaired. Just the fact that your eyes are getting older
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House Natural Resources Commitiee
Bill/Resolution Number 113 1263
Hearing Date January 25, 2001

and you need bifoculs that is not a good enough excuse. Are you reilly muzzle hunting il you
huve u scope on? [ don't know.,

Rep, Nottestuds You know, T know where this one is going. Fam in support of the theory ol this
bill. | cannol sc.c when [ shoot. Tdon't muzzle lowd for that reason, whether I would do it or not
with this, I don’t know. I think it would give un opportunity for those 55 and older. Maybe there
should be something more stuck into it with restrictions or whatever the case may be. | think the
theory is good. 1t does help people out. The sport is no longer pure, things have chinged so much
since it started that there has been a progression all atong. This is no more out of line than the
intine rifles,

Yice Chair Nelson: 1 am going to resist the Do Not Pass as well for different reasons, One thing
we talked about so much is aecess, access (o land or hunt, this is a situation that is an aceess issue
that is pertinent, These people have more time on their hands than they have had their entire
working life and they reach an age where they can begin to hunt again, obviously they can still
go hunting during the regular scason but muzzle loading doces offer some different experiences
for these people. Why would we limit these people because of some natural impairments that
come with age. With passage of this we allow some more hunters in this state to expericence this
sport, to expericnce our natural resources. Hopefully we will shoot some more deer, we have too
many in this state, The -uain point is that we want to encourage people to use the resources we
have and in a responsible manner. [ think muzzle loaders are responsible in nature and those
traditionalists that were here today, this does not affect them at all to allow someone else to
experience the same sport, [ think this has some reasonable applications and [ am going to resist

the Do Not Pass.
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Rep LPorter: support the Do Not Pass, | support it for a couple of different reisons. No.o s tha
these individuals that are 5§ yeurs of age and older that need the use o telescopie sight have a
16 day season that they can hunt deer anytime they want and get 2-4 penmits during that seison
and just shoot them up, There are no restrictions. The ondy restrictions on the muzzle toaders is 4
special 9 day season after the regular seuson, There ave also devices available and ways to allow
a person with diminished vision to use o muzzle loading weapon very aceuratety, all the way
down (0 a tube sight. No magnification. What we are talking about here has nothing to do with
wearing bitocals, it hus to do with magnification. Magnitication is not reguired to see a deer
LO0 yards. | will totally support a Do No Pass on this,

Rep, Galvins [ have the same reservations that Rep. DeKrey had, to mie tying this scope to age 535
makes no sense to me utall. [ mean, in the first place itis diseriminatory. You could have a man
55 with perfeet vision using a scope and g man 54 that’s half blind that couldn’t use a scope, This
business that something happens to you when you are 55 years old is .... That has nothing to do
with impairment. [f'they tied it to the degree of your impairment it would make sense, This
doesn’t make any scnse at all,

Rep. Solberg: These folks are the dic hard black powder hunters and they have a neat

organization and they arc. proud of what they are doing and sure they are traditionalists, and there
is nothing wrong with that. So we're tetling them as legislators that we are going to wreak your
tradition and we are just going to open this deal up and from there on it will be another deal. So |
don’t think we as legislators should say, we don’t belicve in your tradition, So I think we should
kill this bill,

Chairman Rennerfeldt: Any further discussion? If not. Would you call the roll?
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MOTION FOR A DO NO'T PASS

YES, 7 NO, 8

Maotion falls

Viee Chair Nelson; | move a Do Pass.
Rep. Kelsh: Seeond.

MOTION FOR A DO PASS

YES, 8 NO, 7

Motion carries

CARRIED BY NELSON
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BILL TO MAKE SCOPES LEGAL ON

MUZZLELOADERS
DURING HUNTING SEASONS
HB 1263
By

Phillip W. Johnsion
l Thank you Mr. Chairman. It's an honor and privilege to be with you and the Committee today.

Il HB 1263 is designed only to make hunting seasons better for our seasvned hunters-men and
women who have hunted for most of their lives, in many cases. The basi: preamble of
marksmanship when using open or metallic sights calls for all of one's concentration to be on the
front sight while the trigger Is squeezed to accurately deliver 8 shot on the renge or in the tield. In
fact the entire thought process of delivering an accurate shot with open sights goes simply tike
this; FRONT SIGHT, SQUEEZE (THE TRIGGER). FRONT SIGHT, SQUEEZE.
Unfortunately advancing age or other medical problems often makes focusing our dominant eye
on a front sight impossible. The only alternative consists of substituting some other sight system
in place of metallic sights,

II.

A, Scopes
1. Telescopic sights are as "traditional” in nature as is the general use of rifled

barrels, and have been used successfully on muzzieloaders since Mr.
Morgan James of Utica, NY invented such a sight system in 1848, Many
such systems were used in the Clvil War. On May 9, 1864, Sargent Grace
of the 4% Georgia Infantry took aim and fired one lethal shot at Union
Major Genvral John Sedgwick during the battle of Spotsylvania. The range

of the shot was 800 yards!
a. y and all arguments that scopes are
no uipment, first, and second that accuracy
didn't only come into place a few years back when the inline

muzzleloader first appeared-as some of the die hard
traditionalists would have us believe.

was a cumbersome but effective 4-
power optical sight system that made muzzleloaders effective
to 1,800 yards or so, prior to the Civil War,

1L This bill was carefully crafied to eliminate many of the objections put forth by several dominant,
vocal clubs and associations in our Great State.

A This bill would not impact the general population that is less than 55 years of
age and will not greatly impact the outcome of the lottery drawing
each year,

B. This bill would not result in hunters taking unethical shots in the field simply
because their firearm is equipped with a scope because only seasoned,
experienced hunters would carry such equipment. An experienced hunter knows
how far his or her arm is effective, regardless of the sights being used.

C. mm&t anyone hunt with & scope or any other
. personally unacceptable gear. It simply an alternative sight system that




V.

VL

might allow a hunter to spend the sunset of his or her life doing what they love
most-hunting,

D. This bill would not alter the legal hunting hours. It would simply allow our
mature hunters 10 accurately place their projectiles during the best 20 minutes of
each day-the time when animals are moving in the shadows before sunrise or
sunset, The time when it is most difficult to see the front sight or the sight pin
on archery tackle.

E. This bill, if passed, will allow humters who choose a scope system_to make
ethical shots in the field-shots that take game cleanly because the shot was put
exactly where it needed to go. 1t will reduce poor shots in the field resulting
from an inability to see the sight system. No one argues that a scope system isn't
more accurate than open sights.

Not long ago 1 was chatting with a veteran hunter, one who takes a great deal of pride in a
collection of photos on the wall that support a lifetime of hunting with archery gear and shotgun
There are photos of dogs that are and great dogs that long ago passed away. This hunter said that
for the first time in his life it was impossible to see the sights on his bow and that he'd missed three
shots at a great buck simply because he couldn't see the sights, this past season. When we began
talking about muzzlefoading he said that he couldn't hunt with a muzzleloader, although he would
like to, aggin because he couldn’t work with open or metallic sights.

This is a bill simply designed.to-allow-our hunters. a full scason, if you will. An effort to help
those of us who love hunting so very much that we might continue hunting even through our
golden years when the pulse sti}] beats just a bit faster with each approaching hunting season even
though the rest of the body might protest just a bit. This is an effort to provide even our senior
hunters with the accuracy necessary to place a quick, lethal, and humane shot in the fleld, an ethic
that we've been committed to for so long. Something that is simply impossible when we can no

" longer see the sights on our hunting equipment.

Passing this bill is the right thing to do. 1t's right for North Dakota. It's lts right for our hunters
and it's right for the game we hunt,

Thank you,




National Muzzle Loading
Rifle Association

P.0. BOX 67, FRIENDSHIP, INDIANA 47021 TEL. (812)667-5131

January 17, 2001

Phil W. Johnston
5519 147" Avenue, NE
Forest River, ND 58233-9604

Dear Phil:

It was good to meet you at the Shot Show. Your question about the use of telescopic sights on

muzzleloading firearms has been addressed by a number of states. Many states currently allow
such sights with different restrictions. A summary of the regulations would have to be obtained
from each of the states.

As far as the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association is concerned, we do allow telescopic
sights in a number of our national matches.

First, in our National Muzzleloading Manufacturers’ Championship, which consists of six
matches, shot at ranges from 25 to 150 yards, scopes up to and including 10 power are permitted,

Second, our Unlimited Longhunter Championship, which consists of 4 matches, shot at ranges
from 25 to 100 yards permits scopes with no limitation on magnification,

In addition, in recognition of the problems many of us experience with failing eyesight, we have
one pistol match for competitors over 55 that allows any sight, including scopes.

I hope this provides the information you need.

Sincerely,

John A, Miller
Executive Vice President

4 well regulated Mllitla being necessary to the security of a free Siate,
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.
Second Amendment to the Constitution
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HB 1263

My name i_f‘rom Center, ND. 1 am a member of the North Dakota

Muzzleloader Rifle Association and the Missouri River Muzzleloader Club and various
other muzzleloading clubs both local and nationally.

The special muzzleloading season passed by the North Dakota Legislature was originally
passed with the intent for those of us who want to challenge vurselves either by stalking
or waiting on a stand for the best possible shot to make sure of a humane kill, Regardless
of whether | shoot a deer or not during the muzzleloader season, | just enjoy the
challenge of the hunt,

Adding a scope to some of the muzzleloading guns sold on the market today takes away
from the whole intent of the muzzleloading season and leads me to believe that some
people are merely looking for an easy way to just bag another deer,

My eyesight is not as good as it used to be but | would never consider using a scope on a
primitive firearm to hunt deer. Most of the deer [ have taken has been at 50 yards of less
whether hunting in regular season or the muzzleloading season,

Nearly everyone in the Muzzleloader community that [ have personally spoken to have
no objection with folks using scoped muzzieloaders during the regular gun season,

We have already allowed the modern inline muzzleloaders into the primitive season.
Those of us who hunt with the primitive outside hammer ignition and open sites are
finding it increasingly more difficult to obtain a license because there are how so many
more people who are applying for the limited number of licenses. By adding scopes to the

muzzleloader rifles, that number of people applying for licenses will increase again,




Adding scopes to the muzzleloader rifles will also increase the possibility of people

trying to take a deer at far greater distances and will increase the number of wounded

animals,

I would urge the committee to vote against this bill. Thank you for your time,

Gary A. Anderson




Mr. Chairman,
Honorable Representatives

My name is Mark Roster, from Davenpon, ND,

| am currently President of the North Dakota State Muzzleloaders Association, and a active
member of the Fargo BlackPowder Club.

While the thoughts of those who introduced HB1263 may be honorable - they do not
serve the purpose of this special season.

This season was finally implemented in 1987 after nearly 16 years of legislative defeat.
Prior to that time, muzzieloaders hunted during the regular rifie season and coukl use scopes

- this option has not changed.

However, this lal seasons initial wording stated. “flinttock or ggrcusslon, outside ignition,
g?gngrdsr%ﬂgwgll. blackpowder or pyrodex propellent, 45 caliber or larger AND OPEN

Since its inception, traditional muzzleloaders have compromised to allow in line
muzzleloaders and sabot bullets. Now we are being asked to compromise once again to
allow scopes - under the gulse of helping our aging hunter.

We all know that if this is allowed - the changes will not stop there. In 2 years, 4 years or
whenever, there WILL be another bill on the floor to open it up to anyone using scopes.
Next time it will probably be based on discrimination.

These compromlses have to stop.

Not only do they jeopardize the intent of this season, it could add difficulty to our Game and

Fish Departments law enforcement. With an added scope during the muzzieloadi

season, Game and Fish personel will have a more difficult time telling et a glance if itis a

guzzlelfoader or & high poweret rifle belng carried, especially if they are watching through
noculars,

| have nothing against our aging hunters, these bifocals tell you I'm nearing that myself! But
there are time honored me our forefathers used to deal with failing eyes, and | have
offered this information to the advocates of this bill,

But rather than accept these methods, It Is easier to add a scope.

This season was designed for those willing to challenge themseives, with old style hunti
methods, without the competition of a sea of orange. Those people know there Is a mu
lower success rate. However, we, as [ am a part of “‘those” people, do not ask for

tachnological advances to Increase our success. That depands on the skill of the hunter.

We do ask that this season remain as It is currently written. As current law diotates, keep it
- a8 challenging as possible for those who wish to accept those challenges with full
knowledge of the restrictions set forth.

| have been asked to forward these 2 letter from 2 of North Dakotas largest Black Powder
3'5%% g'gg_h l-\lNBe'% g\égr 100 members strong. They both have unanimously voted NOT TO




| also verbally pass on the unanimous vote of the Nonh Dakota Muzzieloaders
Associations Board of Directors, the Val des Black Powder Club and the
Kindred's Wildlife Ciubs vote of NO SUP ORT for HB1263.

It we keep compromising this season through advanced technology, where will [t stop?
Soon we will have a season that offers no difference other than the way the arm Is loaded.

Mr, Chairman, Honorable Representatives, | urge you to forward on a DO NOT PASS to
your oonstltuents

Thank ynu for your time and consideration,

Faithfully Submitted,

Mark Roster

PO Box 248

475 1st Ave

Davenport, ND
58021

701-428-9985




BLACK POWDER CLUB

Box 1835, Fargo, ND 58107

Dear Honorable Representatives of North Dakota,

Recently our black powder club was informed of a proposed change to allow optics on
muzzleloaders during the North Duakota Muzzleloader deer season.

The Plainsmen club was incorporated in 1972, W'. are the largest regional muzzle-
loading club in Noiin Dakota with over 130 adult members.

At our January 8" meeting this proposed change was discussed and voted on. The result
was a unanimous vote against allowing optics/telescopic sights on muzzleloaders during
the special season, Our club members range from age 18 - 71, male and female, self-
employed and professional. As a cross section of the population, we stand united on
this issue. Please do not give in to the special interests that are pushing for this change.

Sincerely,
Suzanne Kersting

anme. ML K&
Presudu%)

f the Plainsmen Black Powdcr Club
161 5™ Ave N Kindred, ND
(701)428-0104
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EHtN "N ERUEKETT MUZZLE LHADERS

P.O. Box 13904 « Grand Forks, ND 58208-3904
Info@Coon-n-Crockett.org + www.Coon-n-Crockett.org

Since 196

January 22, 2001

North Dakota House of Representatives

Re: HB1263, Telescopic sights in muzzleloader deer season

Honorable Representatives of the State of North Dakota:

The Coon 'n Crockett Muzzleloaders of Grand Forks, ND have unanimously
voted to officially oppose HB1263 which would allow the use of modern
telescopic sights during muzzleloader deer season. The membership feels
that the use of telescopic sights would degrade the traditionally primitive
season and the inherent challenges of such a season. Telescopic sights
would encourage hunters to take shots well in excess of the limitations of a
muzzleloader and would resdult in the wounding of more animals.

This letter is belng carried to the ND House of Representatives by long time
muzzleloader Mark Roster who will act as the proxy representative of our
over 120 members. We implore you to VOTE NO on HB1263 and help
preserve a small plece of history for future generations of North Dakotans.

01/22/2001

01/22/2001

‘ ____&MZ_A_#«M 01/22/2001
Brad Gerszewskl/ Secretary/Treasurer
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HB 1263

Testimony of Nicholas Sevart
506 Columbia Dr.

Bismarck, ND 58504

Good morning Chairman Renuerfelit and members of the Committee. For the record my name
is Nick Sevart. 1 live in Bismarck.

2
1 am here to speak against HB 24626? I am a member of the Missouri River Muzzleloaders, the
Coalition of Historical Trekers and a board member of the ND Muzzleloading Assoc. All of
these organizations are dedicated to the preservation of the sport of black powder shooting.
Members of these organizations worked hard toward the creation of a muzzieloading deer season
in ND. The goal was to allow hunters to use muzzleloading firearms and experience deer
hunting the way our forefathers did. By allowing technology to be used during this season it will
destroy the experience and the need to develop skills to hunt with primitive firearms.

If a person has a true desire to hunt with an optically equipped muzzleloading rifle, S
All they would need to do is apply for a deer tag during the

regular deer rifle season in which it is legal to use a muzzleloading rifle equipped with a scope.
hey want to

do this the easiest way possible, shooting a scoped gun and not needing to develop the skills in
stalking game,

1 urge the members of this Committee to not let technology replace tradition and not recommend
this bill,

Thank you for your time. If anyone has any questions I’ll try to answer them,




TESTIMONIAL
HOUSE BILL 1263
1/25/01
REPRESENTATIVE GIL HERBEL

CHAIRMAN RENNERFELDT AND DISTINGUISHED MEMBER OF THE
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE, MY NAME IS GIL HERBEL,
REPRESENTATIVE FROM DISTRICT 16 WHICH IS PARTS OF WALSH
AND PEMBINA COUNTY. MY INTENTION WITH THE LARGER PRINT OF
MY TESTIMONY IS TO MAKE IT MORE CONVENIENT FOR YOU TO
FOLLOW, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF US WHO ARE 55 YEARS OF AGE AND

OLDER.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS, HOUSE BILL 1263 WILL ALLOW PEOPLE OF
AGE 55 AND OLDER TO USE A SCOPE ON THE MUZZLE-LOADING
FIREARMS WHILE HUNTING DEER. 1T BECOMES INCREASINGLY
MORE DIFFICULT WITH AGE, AS OUR VISION CHANGES, TO BE ABLE
TO FOCUS ON OPEN SIGHTS. USE OF A SCOPE WOULD HELP
ELIMINATE THIS PROBLEM. 1 AM NOT A MUZZLE-LOADING HUNTER,
BUT 1 DO USE A SCOPE DURING THE REGULAR SEASON BECAUSE OF
THE DIFFICULTY OF BEING ABLE TO SEE TWO TINY SIGHTS WITH MY

BIFOCALS.

THIS BILL IS NOT ABOUT KILLING MORE DEER AS SOME MAY
TESTIFY IN OPPOSITION, BUT IT IS ABOUT ALLOWING SILVER-HAIRED
PEOPLE WITH BIFOCALS TO KILL DEER RATHER THAN WOUNDING
THEM. KEEP IN MIND THAT WE ARE NOT REQUIRING
MUZZLELOADERS TO USE A SCOPE, ONLY ASKING THAT THOSE 55
YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO USE A

SCOPE IF THEY CHOOSE TO.

CHAIRMAN RENNERFELDT AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 1 URGE A “DO
PASS” FOR HOUSE BILL 1263




