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Minutes: Hep. Weisz - Clwirmilll. opened the hearing 011 11 B I 175: ;\ Bii .L lc>r an /\ct to amend 

und reenact seclion 39-06.2-0 I, subuivision b or subsl't:lion 2 of' section J<J-O(i,2-09, and section 

39-06,2- IO ol' lhc North Dukotu Century Code, rl'lating to driving u commc1·ciul motor vchkh:: 

und to provide a penalty. 

Kl!ith C', Magnusson, Oflicc of Driver nnd Vehicle Services. North Dakoln I kpartmcnt ol' 

Trnnsportution cxpluinc<l un<l testified in support of I 113 1175, DOT sportsor1:d hill, i\ <.:opy or his 

writtc11 testimony is nttuchcu. 

Rcu, Jcnsc11.:. t <lic.l111t quite cutch the correction you were tulking uboul. 

Keith Mugnusson: On pugc 3 line 26, ul\cr lhc fil'st comu i11~c1·t thi.: WOl'd "foiling" so thut the 

sc~:tion wouM begin '·For ult <ll'ivcrs, foiling to huvc suflicicnt spucc to drive ..... " 

Rep, Thoreson: ( 653 ) With the uddition of restriction "S· uuthorizcs driving u school buss" ... 

Is thut goinu to be u ,,Hrt of the fo<lerul code'? Or is thut something the <lcpnrtm<.mt foll wus 

needed? 
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Keith Magnusson: Thul is purt of the Motor Carriers Sufl.!t)' lmprovl.!ml.!nt /\et of I 999. We 

wouldn't have to act on this until another session. We felt that It was strnight forwurd and based 

on our experience: we thought it was something good to have, lh<..·y an.· suppose to test in a school 

buss, but sometimes we wo11tJcr if'thcy arc really up to it. 

Hep. Thoreson: I am sure that some of our rural school districts out there who arc going to get 

some hcurt hum over this because they will be having trnuble to get solllcbody qualilicd. ~foyhc 

this will make them more cognizunt of their drivers lh:cnscs, I am tom betwixt and between 011 

thut. 

Keith Magnusson: I um going to ask Cindy Wot'l'el to tulk about this as she is more 

knowlr.xlgcablc on the proccdul'cs nn<l she can tell ot' her e,\periem:es ... 

Cin<ly Worrel: I nm Chief Examini:r -- ~urrcntly in North Dakota have a 11 P11 en<lorscnw111: 1hat is 

u pusscng<.'I' buss cndorscmc11t O whut thut mcuns I 1.:oul<l take a driving test in a (ru11sit buss or 

maybe u city btHs un<l take thut P- c11<lorscmcnt un<l that woul<l authorize me to drive u sl.'hool 

buss. This (bill) would require me to take my drivers test in a school bwrn an<l road test in it. 

B.Q12i Thoreson: .. ( 832) This reminds of taking u test to drive u 1110torc.:yclc und bringing in a 

little <lil't bike which is cnsy to hundlc insteu<l of bringing my l lurl.cy to get my motor c.:ydc 

license. 

Cindy Worrel: Thut is u very apt dcscriplion. 

Rc.m, Weisz ·.Chairmun ( 859) Would you define u diffo1•cnt written test ulso'? 

Cindy Worrell: At this time, no as there is 110 provision for r.t written test other thun the one w1.: 

urc now using. It docs huvc school buss questions in it. \Vhut will huppc11 down the rnud, we 

don't know. 
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Rep. Muhoncy: ( 968) /\re these requirements minimums - for example item 6 sub c, on page 1 

w;cs the language" foiling to ncgotiute a crossing because of insulfo..:icnt undercarriage 

clcarancc 11
; that seems to me to be some strange language'! 

Keith Magnusson: This is word for word out or the federal law and they haven't had mu<:h teeth 

in these things. 

LeRoy Hmsl1 Hxecutivc Director of' the North Dakota Motor Carriers ;\ssm.:i.ition appL'arcd 

husically as u 1111cutrnl 11 on this bi II. I le lei! a copy or the Federal Motor Currier surety 

Regulations as husk: infomrntion for the committee. It was l'rom this docunwnt that he pointed 

out some of the safety items his orgunization initiated. sponsored and later hccamc laws. I le 

spoke of' such things us unti~lock brakes for trw..:ks. CD L's. random drug testing and ban ort radar 

dctcctOl's. The issue ofsulcty is very much a concern ol' theirs. 

Rep. Weisz - Chainnnn ( 1400) 'J'hc1·c being 110 further testimony !'or or ugoinsl I I B 1175. the 

hcuring fot· testimony on HB 1175 wus clos!.!d. 

Discussion followed, Tupc I Side B ( 428 ) 

Ben, l luwkcn: I move to umcnd this bill by u<ltling the word "foiling" in lilw 26 1,lJl page ~ just 

uf\cr the li1·st commu. 

Rep, Kclschi. I second the motion to umcntl, 

The motion curried 011 n voice vote, 

B.~. $chm.Wt I second the motion, 

Roll Cull Vote: 12 yens O nuys 2 ubscnt 

~.1.)Uil\ wus designated to curry 1-113 1175 on the floor, 
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Roll Call Vote#: 

2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ROLL CALL VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 1/ 8 /) 1 S-

House . Transport;\_ti_on __________________ _ 

D Subcommittee on __________ _ 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken 

Committee 

Motion Mnde By Tao, Jen.sen Seconded By '&JJ,o. S:.ba2/dl: 
1 I 

Rcprescntatl!es Yes No Re12rcscntatlves Yes No 
Robin Weisz• Chaim1an ✓ Howard Grumbo v' 

Chet Pollert .. Vice Chainnan V John Mahoney .,,,,. 

Al Carlson v' Ario E. Schmidt V 

Mark A. Dosch V Elwood Thorpe J/ --Kathy Hawk(!~- V 

Roxanne Jensen -v - . 
Rae Ann G, Kelsch ✓ 

Clara Sue Price t-Dan Rub~ 
Laurel Thoreson ✓ 

' 

---

Total (Yes) _____ /_1, __ ... ____ _ No ----·----0 

Absent ~ 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote Is on an amendment, briefly Indicate intent: 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
January 22, 2001 10:26 a.m. 

Module No: HR-10-1364 
Carrier: Dosch 

Insert LC: 18253.0101 Title: .0200 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1175, as amended, Transportation Committee (Rep. Weisz, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
( 12 YEAS, 0 NAYS1 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). placed on the Sixth order on the 
calendar. 

Page 31 line 26, after the comma Insert 11Lalling" 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR·\0·1364 
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Minut,~s: 1-1 B J l 75 relates to drivln(.t a commercial motor vehicle; and to pro\'idc a r>cnulf ~,. 

Keith Magnusson: (Director of Ddvcr and Vehicle Services: Supports) Sec attached testimony, 

Senator Stenehjem: If I'm a privutc l)crson and wunt to get into the school bus busi1wss, how 

nm I supposed to take the school bus test'? Where do you rent the school bus'? 

Syndl Wurreh (Chief Exumit11?r of ND; Supports) Right now to dt·ivc u school bus you have to 

take the knowledge test with u 0 P" endorsement and that gets you a pcl'1t1it. Then it's up to the 

driver to find the bus, The wuy the luw is now, is that I could huvc the bus permit, but I could 

bring in like o senior citizen bus and cum that "P" endorsement. Once I 'vc camcd thnt, I could 

turn uround und drive u school bus. What this bill would do is thnt if you wunt to drive u school 

bus, yo1 · would hove to bring in n school bus for the driving test. 

Senator Espcgard: How would the school bus be different than n CDL or n regular drivc1·'s 

license? 



Page 2 
Senate Transportation Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1175 
Heuring Date 3-9·0 I 

Syndi Wcrrul: This is a unique test. We go through a series of loading and unloading ac:tivatio11 

of amber lightsi vehicle put in park and a final check made before the doors arc opened, and a 

l\111 stop between 15-50 feet prior to RR crossing. Alarmingly, the RR crossing crilcria is what 

most drivers arc failing at. This is probably the most technical test that the examiner gives 

because of it's uniqueness, 

Senator Espcgard: Is it typical that the school district's bus is used and more than one driver 

comes in at a time'? 

Syndf Wcrrul: Yes, What we would like to do is that unyonc who has a "P" endorsement now, 

move it over to the school bus cndorscmcnt. The majot'ity of them did test on the school bus 

unywuy. All we wunt is for them to do now is to bring a school bus in for the test. 

Keith Magnusson: Thc1·c have been some terrible school bus accidents recently and that is why 

the Feds arc getting involved. The drivers arc not fully qualified to dl'ivc bwws. 

Leroy 1<:rnst: (Motor Carricr\s Association; Lobbyist # 18; Supports) In support. There is a I lttlc 

mondute being dictutcd here, There is also the liability issuc. 

Senator Stenehjem: The only change that I sc:c between the introduced nnd 1.!llgl'Osscd version is 

that they foiled to put in "failing", correct'? 

Keith Magnusson: Thut is correct Mr, Chnirmu11, 

Hcnrlng closed, 

Committee r·copcncd on HB 1175 on 3-9-01, 

Scnutor Esp~gurd motions to Do Puss, Seconded by Scnotor Mutch, Roll call tukcn. 5-0-1. Flom 

currier Is Senator Espcgnrd. 

Committee closed, 
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AIPOAT OP 8TAN01INQ COMMITTII (410) 
M1roh 9, 2001 11 :32 1.m, 

HIPORT OP STANDINQ COMMITTEI! 

Modult No: BA•41•5204 
Carrier: l1peg1rd 

ln1ert LO: . TIUe: . 

HB 1175, 11 1ngro111d: Tr1n1port1tlon Commlttet (Sen, Stenehjem, Chairman) 
recommends DO PASS (5 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
Engrossed HB 1175 was placed on the Fourteenth ordor on tho colondor. 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR-41·5204 
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HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMl'ITEE 
J1nu1ry 19, 2001 

North Dakota Dep1r1ment or Tran1por11Uon 
keUh c. M11nu11on, Office or Dr,\ler and Vehicle Strvkea 

IIH 117! 

Tho Nol'th Dakota llopartmunt ofTranspo11atlon protllod HU 1175 as an asoncy hill All ot'thu 
provisions In this bill rolut ~ to drivlnJJ n crnnmorclal motor vchiclc 

st:CTION 1 makes It clear that North Dakota Is boglnninw to lmphmum1 the Motor Carrhn 
Safbty Improvement Act of I 999, This rocont federal lnitia1ive was lntcndud to ~ot ut the heart of 
problems with commorclal motor vehicle drivers acrnss the country. Mandatory compliuncc will 
bo some time lato In 2003, af\er tho next loglslatlve sossion. BecauRo of' that. and ttu, need to wnit 
for regulations to see Just what Is required, we are putting forth only the amendment fhllnd In 
Section 2, which Is quite straightforward. All other changes will wait until the next legislative 
session. As with most federal mandates, there will be highway f\·ndlng sanctions for state 
noncompllanco with the act and•--probably more important-·••·thc federal agcncl~s can rcl\1sc to 
recognize our commercial driver's license. 

SECTION .2 adds to the tmdorsemcnts available on a commercial driver's license an ••~.t that 
authorizes driving a school bus. Besides being required under the Motor Carrier Safety 
Improvement Act of 1999, It Is quite straightforward and can be of beneflt to those who want to 
drive a school bus and no other commercial vehicle. This section addresses, through testing. the 
unique knowledge required for school bus safety. 

SECTION 3 odds railroad-highway grade crossing violations as a commercial driver's license 
(CDL) disqualification. The provisions you see ln this bill draft are the minimum required under 
federal law. The compliance deadline is October 4, 2002. This has been a significant problem 
across the country and the penalties for failure to comply with the federal law reflect how serious 
federal agencies are about correcting this behavior. The first year of noncompliance calls for 
withholding five percent (about $5,7 million) of specified federal highway funds and ten percent 
(about $11.5 million) the second year and thereafter. This is a withholding and not a transfer to 
safety as we have seen with some mandates. In addition, the federal government could refilse to 
certify our commercial driver's license. 



SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTt:E 
March 9, 2001 

North D1kot1 Department or Tran,portaUlon 
Keith C. Ma1nu11on, Office or Driver and Vehlele Service, 

HD 117! 

The North Dakota Department of Transportation preflled UH 1175 as an agency bill. All ot·tho 
provisions In this blll relate to drtvtna a commorclal motor vohlclo. 

SECTION I mikes It clear that North Dakota Is beginning to lmplomont tho Motor Carrior 
Safety Improvement Act of I 999, This recent federal Initiative was intended 10 »et at tho huart e>f 
problems with commerc1al motor vohlole drivers across the country. Mandatory compliance will 
be some time Jato In 2003, after tho neKt loglslatlvo sossion. Because or that, and the need to wait 
tor regulations to see Just whit ls required, we aro putting tbrth only the amendment found In 
Section 2. which is quite straightforward. All other changes will wait until the next leglslatlvo 
session. Aij with most federal mandates. there will be highway funding sanctions for state 
noncompliance with the act and-probably more lmportant--the federal agencies can refuse to 
recognize our commercial driver's license. 

SECTION 2 adds to the endorsements available on a commercial driver's license an 11S11 that 
authorizes driving a t~hooJ bus. Besides being required under the Motor Carrier Safety 
Improvement Act of 19991 It is quite straightforward. This section addresses, through testing, the 
unique knowledge required for school bus safety. 

SECTION 3 adds railroad-highway grade crossing violations as a commercial driver's licenso 
(COL) disqualiflcatlon. The provisions you see In this bill draft are the minimum required under 
federal law. The compliance deadline is October 41 2002. ThJs has been a significant problem 
across the country and the penalties for failure to comply with the federal law reflect how serious 
federal agencies are about correcting this behavior. The first year of noncompliance caJls for 
withholding five percent (about $5, 7 million) of specified federal highway funds and ten percent 
(about $11.5 million) the second year and thereafter. This is a withholding and not a transfer to 
safety as we have seen with some mandates. In addition, the federal government could refuse to 
certify our commercial driver's license. 


